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To the Right Honourable 


Sir PETER KING, 

Lord Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas. 


My Lord, 

Y OUR Lordlhip has the juftell Title 

to thefe Papers, as a near and highly 
valued Relation of the Great Mr. Locke f 
to whom I am more indebted than to any Man, 
for what Undtrftanding I have in St. VauYs E- 
piftles, and whofe admirable Rules and Exam¬ 
ple, I have, the beft I could, indeavoured to 
follow. Befides, 1 could not appeal to a more 
competent Judge of Writings of this Nature, 
than Your Lordlhip, whofe bright Character 
in Your Profellion, and the other Parts of 
Learning, is efpecially, in my Apprehenlion, 
embellilhed by a Knowledge of the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures, which has been the Effe61 of a critical 
and diligent Study of them. I fear not the 
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Cenfure of the World for profefling my Ve¬ 
neration for Your Lordfhip: Nor do I doubt, 
the Offence which it might give to Your Mo- 
defty, will be prevented by Your Goodnefs, 
which will not fufferYou to be offended with 
all Mankind who know any thing of You, as 
yet You muff be for the fame Reafon, if You 
are offended with me. And indeed it is a 
llappinefs almoft peculiar to Yourfelf, to be 
beloved of all, and that they who differ ever 
fo widely about other Matters, do yet very 
unanimoufly agree in the moft honourable Sen¬ 
timents of Your Lordfhip. 

That Your Lordfhip may be long continued 
a Support, an Ornament, and the Delight of 
Your Country, is the hearty Prayer of, 


My LORD , 

Tour Lordjhifs 
very fincere Admirer , 


and humble Servant . 



THE 


PREFACE. 

S T. Paul’/ *Epiftles have always been efteemed a noble ‘Part of 
the New Teft ament; but as we are told, and every one who 
reads them knows, there are-in them fome Things hard to 
be underftood, 2 Pet. iii. 1 6. ‘They therefore have done good 
Service to the Chriftian Religion, who have by their Writings made . 
this Part of the holy Scriptures more eafy and intelligible. Mr. 
Locke has, in my Judgment, done m'.re this way, than any Man-, 
and indeed he had a Head admirably turned for the tracing and. 
di[covering the profound and intricate THfcourfes and Intentions of 
fo clofe a Reafoner, who yet abounds with all manner of Figures. 
and long Ligrefions. I am not the only Perfon who have often la¬ 
mented bis not applying himfelf fooner to this Study, and that .we 
fhould have ^/r Paraphrafe and Notes only upon jive of the Epijlles; 
but we have Reafon to be thankful for them, not only for the Light 
they give to tbofe Epijlles, but the Ufe they may be of 'in helping 
us to underftand alt the rejl. I have in the prefent Work en¬ 
deavoured to imitate this Great Man; nor will any judicious Per- 
fcn blame me for propofing to my fclf fuch a Pattern, however jhort 
he fees at the fame ’Time I come of it. I have laboured to guide my 
felf by the admirable Rules he has given for this Study ■, wherein I 
have found much Satisfaction, tbo it may perhaps but. little fatisfy 
the Reader. 

The Reafon why I chofe frjl to Jludy this Epijlle, was partly 
becanfe it was not one of thofe Mr. Locke had explained, and there¬ 
fore a Comment upon it in his Way feemed to be wanted but to be 
ingenuous, my chief Reafon was, becaufe Mr. Locke had admtrably 
cleared the Epijlle to the Lphclians, which being in Dejign, Method, 
and ExpreJJion, very like to this to the Cololiians, I concl ded his 
Work would yield me much Affiance in mine: For I ref Ived from the 
Jirft to transfer whatever he had faidon that Epij.ie, that was to 
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my Purpofe, into my Work on this, And that I may not appear a 
‘Plagiary in not owning by whom I profit, I acquaint the Reader 
that I have kept to my Refolution, and have often borrowed his 
1 fiords, even where I have not named him; and this I have the ra¬ 
ther done, that he may read with the more Attention, fince otb.erwife 
he may not knew whom he is readings Mr. Locke, or my fclf. 

I would nit be thought a bare Tranfcriber, from what I have 
vow [aid. I have ftudied the Epijlle thro' and thro', with the great- 
eft Application I was able ; and there were fomc Parts wherein I 
could have no Help from Mr. Locke, or any one elfe , to my Satisfa¬ 
ction j upon which , at my firft Jetting about the Work, and long after, 
I defpaired of faying any Thing bat that I did not underflaim them. 
I can however now fay, I have found no great Reafon upon the whole 
to fpeak much in that Manner •, but have fatisfied my [elf about 
mojl of thofe Paffages that feetned mvjt difficult. I might afjign the 
fifteenth Verfe of the fecond Chapter as an Inftance of this Nature , 
and perhaps fome other Places, were it not that I decline the Va¬ 
nity, and the raijing too great Expectations. 

If what I offer at prefent, Jhall meet with a favourable Accep¬ 
tance, it will incourage my publifhing hereafter what I Jhall ap¬ 
prehend will tend to 'clear the holy Scriptures ; but if it prOve other - 
Wife, I hope not to be diverted profit purfiting my own PImpure and 
Satisfaction, as God Jhall gracionjly pleafe to gkiie rfie Ability and 
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P AjGE 12. line 6. in the Notes^ r. ‘bju'IoJok®-. Pag* itf, 1 . 15. so the ftotes, r. Chrift, 
rag. 17. Isn. 9. in the Nfotefs, r. A 7 ro)iAj‘etKRct^if. Ibid. r. ct7ro)te£lfix?iet&ev; Ibid. 1 . 35. af¬ 
ter Alexandria* put a Comma. P&g. 20. J. 19. j n the Notts, r. bis f6t Ms. Pag. 27. 1 .19. 
del. of. Pag. 28. 10 f^otes, r. Evangelift. Pag. 5a. ]. u lt. for tdtne r. awe. Pag. 35. 
* ft}* in Notes, after SuojeH put a Comma. Pag. 35. Ji n . 2 o. j n tHe Notes, a itcthlm put 

a Comma, Pdg. 38. 1 . 17. r. mentions. Pag. 59; 1. p m j n the Note*, r. Pag. 47. 1 . 16. 

for Handle, r. Eat. Pag. 58. 1 . 8. in the Notes, for to r. with, Pag. 65. i. j. for in part t. im¬ 
partially. Pag. 72. L M* Ibid. 1 . ult. 1. 
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St. Paul in 
Bondi i in 

TO THE theYearof 

our Lord 

COLOSSIANS. M 


SYNOPSIS. 

C OLOSS was a populous, wealthy and large City of 
Phrygia^ wherein there was a Chriftian Church, tho* 
it is uncertain by whom it was planted. It feems proba¬ 
ble that it was not by St. Paul himfelf, however he 
was the Apoftle of the Gentiles , and had {pent much time at 
Epbefus ; for the Epiftle it felf affords Reafon to judge, ac¬ 
cording to the general Opinion of both ancient and modern Com¬ 
mentators, that he had never been there, or at Laodicea> which 
was near to it: Of the Paflages which imply thus much, notice 
will be taken in going over the Epiftle. Nor is it certain, that 
the Colofftans were converted to the Chriftian Faith by any 
whom St. Paul fent to them to that end. This indeed feems 
probable; for he had fpent three Years at Epbefus , AUs xx. 31. 
and it is not unlikely, that during that time fome of the Colofftans , 
having occafion to go to Epbefus , might by him be turn’d to 
Chriftianity, and might when they went home be imploycd by 
- him to preach the Gofpel to their Fellow-Citizens. This may 
be thought the more probable from what St. Luke fays of his 
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Succefs, when he had been at Ephefus but two Years, ABs xix. 
i o. And this (fPaul s dilcourfing daily in the School of Tyrannus) 
continued by the Space of two Tears ■, fo that all they Which dwelt 
in Alia, heard the Word of the Lord , both Jews and Greeks. 
And considering how ftedfaft the ColoQians appear to have been 
in the Dodtrine which was peculiarly taught by St. < Paul 3 there 
is the more Reafon to imagine they might be converted by lome 
who went to them from him. Epaphras may well be fuppofed 
to be one of this Number, if he Was not the only Perfon at nirft fa 
implOyed. He was himfelf a Coloffidn 3 Chap. IV. it. a faithful 
Minifter of Chrift for them> Chap. I. 7. by whom he intimates they, 
had been chiefly inftrudted. And pollibly they therefore lent him, 
as their Meflenger to St. Pauly becaufe he had been before fent 
to them by him, and fo was the more likely to be acceptable 
to him. 

Whoever was the Instrument or Occafion of their Conversion, 
St. c Paid :) who was the Apoftle of the Gentiles , could not but have 
a great Concern for them. As he was fent with a fpecial Com- 
million to the Gentilcs y AUs xxvi. 17, 18. fo he feems to have 
been more fully, than the reft of the Apoftles, inftrudted in the 
great Myftery which related to the Gentiles^ viz.. God’s calling 
them into his Church, and taking them to be his People, with¬ 
out fubjedting them to the ceremonial Law. The Jews, who 
were very tenacious of their old Cuftoms, and concluded that the 
La*w Which God had given by Mofes , was never to be alter’d, 
and that a Coiiformity to it Was a Term abfolutely neceflary to 
Salvation, were grievoufly fcandaliz’d at this Dodtrine, and at St. 
Paul for preaching and maintaining it. This ftirr’d up their Rage 
againft him. Acts xxi. 28. which was the Occafion of the Bonds 
he was now in. Col. IV. 3. And even the believing Jews Were 
very earned in infilling on the converted Gentiles being circum- 
cifed, and keeping the Law of Mofes , Atts xv. 1, 5. This gave 
the Apoftle much disturbance, and was a great Hindrance to the 
Succefs of the Gofpel ; and being the great Preacher of this Myftery, 
he ftrenuoufly maintain’d it, and the Liberty of the Gentiles , infill¬ 
ing upon it that it was neCeffary for them to Stand fall in it; 
as ever they would cxpedt Salvation by Chrift. And as it was 
a Trouble to him when he heard of any of the Gentile Converts 
yielding to the Importunity of the Zealots for Judaifm 3 and he 
deals with them Sharply, and takes much Pains to convince them 
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by Arguments j fo it was a great Pleafure to him to hear of any 
of them that continued firm in the DoCtrine he taught; and having 
received from Epaphras a very pleafing Account of the ColoJJians 
in this RefpeCf, he writes to them to commend and applaud them, 
and to teftify the great Joy and Satisfaction he had in the good 
News; nor is there, perhaps, in all the Epiftle, when rightly under- 
ftood, any thing laid of them by way of Reprehenfion. However, 
as the Jews were in great Numbers in Ajla, and many of them 
were probably Profelytes to Chriftianity, and retained much of 
their old Leaven, St. ‘Paul thought it neceflary to confirm and 
eftablifh the ColoJJians in this Epiftle, againft their Endeavours, and 
more efpecially of one SeCt of them, to corrupt them. He infifts 
upon God’s having abolifli’d the Law, with reference to the Gen¬ 
tiles \ and as they cried up the Law, he compares Chrift with 
it, that he might fhow the Greatnefs of the Difference. The 
Zealots who were trying to corrupt them, feem to have talk’d 
much of Angels , and urged the RefpeCt due to them; and for 
that Reafon he fets out the great Superiority of Chrift to Angels, and 
the Neceflity of adhering to him as their Head. That part, wherein 
he fpeaks moft dire&ly againft thefe Invaders of the Liberty and 
Privileges of the ColoJJians , is but fhort, being comprized in Chap, 
II. 4—23. Chap. III. 1—4. but the preceding Part of the Epiftle 
is full of Suggeftions and Hints which it was eafy for them to 
apply, in order to their being eftablifh’d in the Apoftle’s Doctrine, 
and fortified againft the fubtil Infinuations of the Advocates for 
Judaifm . The Scope of the Epiftle is much the fame with thofe 
to the Philippians and Ephejians, written about the fame time, 
the latter of them being fent by the fame Meflenger Eychicus^ 
Eph. VI. 21, 22. Col. IV. 7, 8. And indeed as the Occafions were 
fo much alike, fo are the very Expreflions which he ufes in both: 
This to the ColoJJians being written as in the fame time, fo in 
the lame Run and Warmth of Thoughts; fo that, as Mr. Locke 
fays, the Form, Phrafe, Matter, and all the Parts quite thro’ of 
thefe two Epiftles, do fo perfectly correfpond, that one cannot 
be miftaken in thinking one of them very fit to give light to 
.the oth^r. And that to the Philippians, writ alfo by St. Paul 
during his Bonds at Rome , when attentively look’d into, will be 
found to b a ve the fame Aim with the other two j fo that in thefe 
•three Epiftles taken together, one may fee the great Defign of the 
Grolpel laid down, as far furpafling the Law, both in Glory, Great- 
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chap. i. nefs, Comprehenfion, Grace and Bounty ; and therefore they were 
Oppofers, not Promoters of the true Do&rine of the Gofpel, and 
the Kingdom of God under the Mefliah, who would confine it to 
the narrow and beggarly Elements or Shadows of this World, as 
St. Taul calls the pofitive Ordinances of the Mofaical Inftitution. 

It is farther to be obferved, that in each of thefe three Epiftles, 
lie takes care to fuggeft fome Confiderations to prevent their being 
offended or difcouraged upon the Account of his prefcnt Circum- 
ftances, as he was in Bonds for aflerting and preaching the Grace 
of God toward them. 


SECT. I. 


CHAP. Li, a. 

CO NTE NTS.. 


T HESE two Verfes contain St. 'Patti's Infcription, or Intn> 
du&ion of his Epiftle: What there is in it remarkable for 
its Difference from what is to be found in his other Epiftles, ihall 
be taken notice of in the Notes.. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

I. \yJUL an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift, by the D AUL an apoftleofi 
IT declared Will and fpecial App-intment of in, 
v^od \Clj and XlTYlQthy our Brother to. theus our brother, to the 


NOTES. 


1 Ey the Will of God.] Sr. Paul % in mod of his Epiftles, mentions his being an Apojlle 
By the Will of God ; which way of (peaking being peculiar to him, we may fuppofe him 
therein to intimate his extraordinary and miraculous Million, A8t ix. xxvi. and his recei- 
v mg the Gofpel by immediate Revelation, Gal. i. n, 12 . f or he doubted not of the Will 
and I rovidence of God s governing all things. Befides, he may ftile himfelf thus, in Op- 
polition to thole who without the Will of God fet up againft him* 

(A) Timotheus out Brother .] He was Brother to St. Paul , not only as a Chriftian, but as 
am ployed in the fame Work with him, of preaching the Gofpel, (as this Title feems ufed 
iometimes in that Senfe) and he was alfo hi* Brother in Affliaion, he being now in Bonds 

with him, and1 fo at hand to join with him in the Salutation and Infcription here in the 
Beginning of this tpiftie. r 
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TEXT. 


"P AR AT HR AS E. 


5 

^ ft ,Ch,6 2rl 

Neromi 9. 


2 faints and faithful bre¬ 
thren in Chrift, which are 
at Colofs : Grace be un¬ 
to you, and peace from 
Goa our Father, and the 
Lord Jefus ChrilL 


the Profeflors of the Gofpel (c) who are at 
Colofs 3 Converts who ftand firm in the Faith of 
Jefus Chrift (d ): Favour and Peace (e) be 
to you from God oue Father* and from the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 


2. 


NOTES. 

1 (c) To the Saints >1 Oi ayioi, the Saints , or oi ay tot a/eApor, the holy Brethren (as the 
Greek here feems to require that Conftruftion) do not neceflarily fignify Perfons internally 
fan&ified, and in a State of Salvation, but fuch as were feparated from the common State 
of Mankind, to be the People of God, and to ferve him. The heathen World had revolted 
from the true God* to the Service of Idols and falfe Gods, Rom . i. 18^25. The Jews be¬ 
ing feparated from this corrupt Mafs, to be the peculiar People of God, were called holy, 
Exod, xix. 5, 6 , Num, xv* 40. They being caft off, the Profeflors of Chriftianity were fe^ 
parared to be the People of God, and fo became holy, 1 Pet . ii. 9, 10. 

(d) Faithful Brethren in Chrift .] ’Tis obferv’d, that this EpiftJe, and that to the Ephe* 
ftanji have all thro’a very great Refemblancc ; their Lineaments do fo correspond, that I 
think they may be Twin-Epiftles, conceived and brought forth together, fo that the very 
Expreflions of the one, occurr’d freih in St. Paul s Memory, and were made ufe of in* 
writing the other. This Term faithful , /roiV, therefore being found in the Introduftion 
of both Epiftles, and no one other of St. Paul », there is juft Keafon to think it was a 
Term fuired ro the prefent Notion he had of thofe he was writing to, with reference to the 
Bulinefshe was writing about. I take it therefore, that by th e faithful Brethren , he means 
fuch as flood firm to Chrift, which he did not count them to do, who made Circumciflon 
neceffary to Salvation, and an Obfervance of Jewijh Rites, a requiflte Parr of the Chriftian 
Religion. This is plain from his exprefs Words, Gal, v. i 3 2. Stand faft therefore in the Li - 
herty wherewith Chrift has made us free 9 and be not entangled again with the Yoke of Bondage * 
Behold , / Paul fay unto you, that if ye be circumcifed , Chrift fball profit you nothing , &c. And 
thofe who contended for Subnaiflion to the Law, he calls Perverters of the Gofpel of Cbrifi t 
Gal. i. 7. and-more to the fame Purpofe may be feen in that Epiftle. 

( e) Peace be to you,] The wiihing of Peace in the Scripture-Language, is the wifiiing 
of all manner of Good. As itftandi here jpined with Gract % it feems to be fpoken of a& 
the Efteft ot Confequence of it* 
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SECT. IL 

CHAP. I. 3—13. 

contents. 

I N this Se&ion he acquaints them with the fatisfa&ory Account he 
had received of their Faith and Love, alluring them at the fame 
time, of the great Interell: they had in both his Petitions and 
Thankfgivings. In giving an Account hereof he evidently endea¬ 
vours to raife their Senfe of the Greatnefs of thole Advantages 
which they partook of by the Gofpel, which were fuch as the 
Law could not fecure them, and which were in a more large and 
• plentiful manner now difpens’d, being offer’d to the whole World, 
...and not confin’d fo narrowly as under the former Oeconomy, to 
the comparatively fmall Nation of the Jews. Hereby he likewife 
ftirs up their Gratitude to God, who had dealt fo kindly with 
them, and excites their Endeavours to anfwer the Obligations he 
had laid them under. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

2, T Thank the God and Father (/) of our \KT' E e ivr fhan * t » 

4 Lord Jefus Chrift always upon yoor Ac- th V of G ° u d t * 
count (|), in my Prayers, having heard of the Chrift, praying always for 
4. Continuance of your Faith in Chrift Tefus (you you: , Sm , c< : h . e „ ar T d 
not being difcouragedatmySufferingsfor it) (g) r ° ur ait 10 11 “ s * 

ana 
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3 (/) Tw 0£W xj TJctlec tb Kveiv wfw. To God and the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift.] 
The rendering in the Paraphrafe, To the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift , feems moft 
proper; tho’our own rendering may be born, and makes no Alteration, as to the ultimate 
Obiett of his THankfgiving; for the and mud then, as in other places, fignify even. 

f n*V 7 <m .vjJfc Always for you .] Out Tranflators join this with '&&<r<&yopfyot t 
praying always for you . The Greek will bear either that, or the Senfe exprefs’d in the Para¬ 
phrafe, which joins it with The comparing Eph. i. 15, 16 . may feem to lead 

rather ro the latter. See 1 Theft i. 2. 2 Theft, i. 5, 

4 fe) r winy ufftjS. Since we heard of your Faith.] It is hardly to be thought, 

that the Coloftiarss , who had merited the great Commendations bellowed on them in this 
Epiftle, were converted ro the Chriftian Religion fo very lately, as that St. P^/fhould fifft 
hear of it when he was in Bonds ; nor is it likely, that he, who had the Care of all the 
Churches upon him, 1 Cor. xi. 2S. fhould not have heard of it before his Confinement 
in cafe it happen’d a confiderable Time before, and efpecially if it was when he was him* 
Jelf at Epbefus. It is not therefore probable, that hereby he meant that he had received an 

Account 
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Account of their being converted from Gentilifm, And fince this Epiftle, and that to the 
Epbefians are foexaSly alike, and he ufes much the fame Exprefiion to them, Chap. i. iy. 
After / heard ef your Faith in the Lord Jefus, and Love unto all the Saints , it is reasonable 
to fuppofe that in both he meant the fame thing. Now what he means there is fo fully 
clear'd by Mr. Locke upon the Place, that nothing more is needful than to tranfcribe his 
Note, which gives much light to the three Epiftles written about this time. 

i Paul's hearing, fays he , of their Faith here mentioned, cannot fignify his being in- 
< f orn ied that they had received the Gofpel, and believed in Chrift: This would have 
1 look'd impertinent for him to have told them, fince he himfelf had converted them, and 

* had lived a long time amongtt them. We mull therefore Peek another Reafon of his men- 

* tioning his Hearing of their Faith, which muft fignify fbmething elfe than his being 

* barely acquainted that they were Chriftians: And this we may find in thefe Words, Eph . 
« iii. l}. Wherefore , I defire that ye faint not at my ‘Tribulations for you. He, as the Apoftle 

* 0 f the Gentiles, had alone preached up Freedom from the Law, which the other Apoftles 

* who had not that province (See Gal. ii. p.) in their converting the Jews , feem to have 

* raid nothing of, as is plain from A8s xxi. io t ii» ’Twas upon Account of his Preaching, 

« that the Chriftian Converts were not under any Subje&ion to the Obfervances of the 
t L aw , and that the Law was abolifh'd by the Death of Chrift, that he was feized at Je* 
« rufalem i and fent as a Criminal to Rome to be tried for his Life, where he was now a Pri- 
« fones. He being therefore afraid, that the Epbefians, and other Convert Gentiles , feeing 

* him thus under Perfection, in hold, and in danger of Death, upon the (core of his 

* being the Preacher, and zealous Propagator and Minifter of this great Article of the 

* Chriftian Faith, which feera*d to have had its Rife and Defence wholly from him, might 

* give it up, and not ftand firm in the Faith which he had taught them, was rejoiced when 

* in his Confinement he heard that they perfifted ftedfaft in that Faith, and in their Love 

* to all the Saints, /. e . as well the Convert Gentiles that did not, as thofe Jews that did 

* conform to the JewiJb Rites. This I take to be the meaning of his Hearing of their 

* Faith here mentioned, and conformably hereunto, Eph. vi. 19, 20. he defires their Prayers, 

* that he may with Boldnefs preach the Myflery of the Gofpely of which he is the Ambaffador in 
1 Bonds . This My fiery of the Gofpely ’tis plain from Eph. i.p. — iii. 3 — 7. and other places, 

* was God's gracious Purpofe of taking the Gentiles , as Gentiles , to be his People under the 
« Gofpel. St. Paul , whilft he was a Prifoner at Rome 7 writ to two other Churches, that at 
4 Pbilippiy and that at Colofs: To the ColoffatJSy Chap . i. 4. he ufes almoft verbatim the fame 
4 Exprefiion that he does here, Having heard of your Faith in Chrifi Jefusy and of the Love 
«- which ye have to all the Saints ; he gives thanks to God for their knowing and flicking to 
4 the Grace of God in Truth, which had been taught them by Epaphras t who had in- 

* form’d St. Paul of this, and their Affe&ion to him > whereupon he exprefTes his great Con- 
4 cern, that they ihould continue in that Faith, and not be drawn away to Judaizing t 
4 which may be feen from Col, i. 14. to the End of the Second Chapter/ [ It may be here 
farther remarked concerning this place in the Coloffiansy that he afterwards explains what 
he means by Faith, v, 25, 25, 16* the Hope of the Gofpel y or a Faith in the Myfiery among 
the Gentiles , viz* Chrifi among them t as Genriles, the Hope of Glory . And v, 24. he tells them, 
henoWy i. e. upon the Account he had received of their Steadinefs, rejoiced in his Sufferings 
for them ; and that which was the Occafion of his Rejoicing, was likewife of his Thanks¬ 
giving to God.] 4 So that the Hearing of their Faith, which he mentions both to the Ephe- 
■ fians and Colojfians, is not his being told they were Chiiftians, but thar they continued in 
4 the Faith they were converted to and inftrufted in, viz. that they became the People of 
4 God, and were admitted into his Kingdom, only by Faith in Chrift, without fubmitting 
4 to the Mofaieal Inftitution and legal Obfervances, which was the thing he was afraid 
4 they fhould be drawn to, either thro' any Defpondency in themfelves, or Importunity of 
4 others, now that he was removed from them, and in Bonds, and thereby give up that 
4 Truth and Freedom of the Gofpel which he had preached to them. To the fame pur- 
4 pofc, he writes to the Philippians 7 Cbap.i. 3—5, telling them, £rv. 
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TARATHRASE* 





and of your Love to all ( h ) Chriftians, And 
this Continuance and Stedfaftnefs of your Faith 
and Love, is for the Sake of that Happinefs, 
which you hope for (*), and which is laid up for 
you in Heaven, of which you have heard al¬ 
ready from the true Account which is given of 
it by the Gofpel: Which is come unto you, as 
it is to all the World (*) j and bringeth forth 
Fruit in all the World, as it hath alfo among 
you, ever lince you firft heard it, and knew the 
true Grace of God (k). (Concerning which 
you have been well inftrutted by Epapbras , 
who is my dear Fellow-Servant, and a faithful 

Minifter 


and of the love which ye 
have to all the faints; 
For the hope which is J 
laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before 
in the word of the truth 
of the gofpel: Which is$ 
come unto you, as it is in 
all the world, and bring¬ 
eth forth fruit, as it doth 
alfo in you, fince the 
day ye heard of it y and 
knew the grace of God in 
truth. As ye alfo learned of 7 
Epaphras our dear fellow- 
fervant, who is for yon a 
faithful minifterof Chrift ; 


NOTES, 

(fc) All the Saints.'] One finds in the very reading of thefe Words, that the Word All it 
emphaticai here, and put in for fome particular Reafon* I can, I confels, fee no other but 
this, wz. That they were not by the Judaizers in the leaft drawn away from their Efteeia 
and Love of thofe who were not circumcifed, nor obferved the Jewifh Rites ; which -was 
a Proof ro him that they Hood firm in the Faith and Freedom of the Gofpel, wherein they 
had been inftru&ed. 

5 (*) A/* iKTrifet. For the Hope.] This Verfe is ordinarily conne&ed with v, 3. and 

the 4th Verfe being fuppofed to be a Parenthefis, the Senfe is taken to (land thus: We 
thank God for the Hope which is laid up for you, See. But had that been the Apoftle’s De^ 
fign, I am apt to think, he would either have faid uVef e\7rs<hQ' y 1 Cor. x. 30. Epb.v, 
20. or o7ii ihTrtt'it 1 Cor. i. 4. Philip. \. 3, But I find no Inftance of being 

thus followed by <Ptd with an Accufative Cafe. I therefore choofe to conne& this 
with v. 4. and fuppofe he here fpeaks of the motive or impulfive Caufe ; for the Sake 
of which they perfevered in their Faith in Chrift, and their Love to all the Saints. 

6 fi) In all the World.] It is not to be fuppofed, that every individual City or even Coun¬ 
try thro'the whole World, had had the Gofpel preached among them ; fuch kind of Ex- 
preflions being very familiar, when they are not ufed with the utmoft Striflnefc. The Apoftle 
feems here to have an Eye chiefly to God’s fending the Go/pel to the Gentiles in general* 
without confining it to the Jews. This was much to his purpofe, as it led the Colcffians to 
obferve, that God had now put an End to the Covenant of Peculiarity formerly made with 
the Jows t and by fending his Gofpel to the Gentiles , far and near, *teftified he did not ex- 
pe£t they fhould fubmit to the JewiJb Law, in order to their being accepted as his People; 
and by this he likewife magnifies the Gofpel-Covenant, and the Grace of it, above the 
Law, which reached but to a fmaii Canton of the World. 

(k) The Grace of God in Truth.'] This, in Truth y may be referr'd to their Knowledge; 
and then it fhould be render’d, fince you truly knew the Grace of God s But Sr. Paul feems 
here to mean the true Grace of God t as the Gofpel is called, 1 Pet. v. ia. By the true 
Grace y or unmixed Gofpel, of God y he probably inrends what was chiefly upon his Mind, 
£od's great Favour tot htGevtiles in receiving them to be his People, without their fubmitting 

to 
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TEXT. 'PARAVH.RASK 



An.CbUZi* 
Net orris 


8 Who alfo declared unto 
us your love m the Spirit* 

9 For this caufe we alfo, 
fmce the day we heard it , 
do nocceafe to pray for 
you, and to defire that ye 
anight he filled with the 
knowledge of his will* in 
all wifdom and fpiritual 

jo undemanding: That ye 
might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleafing, 
being fruitful in every 
good work, and increa¬ 
sing in the knowledge of 


Minifter of Chrift in doing you fervice j who 
alfo declared unto me the Love you bear to me 
upon a fpiritual Account (/). And for this 
Caufe, lince the Day I heard thefe Things (wz), 
I have not ceafed to pray for you, and to de¬ 
lire that you may, with Refpeft to the Know¬ 
ledge of his Will, and gracious Purpofe toward 
the Gentiles , be rilled with all Wifdom and 
fpiritual Underftanding («): That undemand¬ 
ing the great Kindnefs of God, you may be the 
more excited to a worthy and grateful Obe¬ 
dience, which will be moll plearing to God (0) : 
Being in order hereunto fruitful in every good 

Work, 



io» 


NOTES. 


$0 Circumcifion and the jfewijh Law. This he feems efpecially fo call The ‘Truth ef the Gef - 
p e l t and rhe Truth. Compare Gal . ii. y, 14. —iii. 1. —v. 7. Tit . i. 14. 

8 (l) hy&7r\w c? hove in the Spirit.] Tho’ fome few Copies here add iy\vs\ 

yet it may be doubted, whether the Holy Ghoft be intended ; for it is not unlikely that he 
means, that their Love to him was purely upon a fpiritual Account, for the Sake of the 
Doctrine he taught; they not having Reafon to love him upon any inferior Confideration, 
fince they had never feen him. Compare Chap. ii. i, y. 

9 (m) ’HkhW/uV'* We heard it.] Our Tranflators by inferring it, fhow that they thought 
this Verfe flood conne&ed with v 7, 8. whereas thofe two Verfes are rather a Parenthesis, 
and this Ninth Verfe is to be joined with Verfe the Sixth. This feems clear from what he 
fays, that ye might be filled with the Knowledge of his With The avn his here relates to God, 
mentioned in the End of Verfe the Sixth ; and confequently the Senfe is better fupplied 
by thefe Things, that is, all the good Things he had before-mentioned concerning them, 
Vtr. 3—6. 

(77) That ye might be filed with the Knowledge of his Willy in all Wifdom and fpiritual Under¬ 
standing.] Comparing this with Eph . i. 8, 9. it appears, that in both places is meant a com- 
prehenfive View of the Will of God, or as he there calls it, the Myfiery of his Will ; that is, 
that Will of God which was kept fecret before, but was now revealed by the Goipel ; that is 
his Purpofe of calling the Gentileiy and making out of them a People and Inheritance to him- 
felf, in his Kingdom under the Mefliah. The fpiritual Underftanding is an Underftanding of 
fpiritual Things, or fuch Things as were revealed by the Spirit, of which the forefaid 
Myftery was one. He feems to mean the fame Thing, Eph. i, 17. where he calls it a 
Revelation. See Mr. Locke on that Place, St. Paul fhows hirafelf very defirous the Colof - 
fians fhoold throughly underftand, and acknowledge this Myftery, Chap. ii. i, 2. 

10 ( 0) rUetW/Mfl’ct/ vu£t ettjtvf th Kvein tH? dfiCKeutv. That ye might walk worthy 

ef the Lord to all-pleafijig .] As <l. hs'Tretjnaa.t is put for efV to 'Tfe/'TctJno'cLj, (juft as KetTotKiiffeu is 
put for el* rb KcLTo/unra./, Eph. iii. if.) this is well rendered ; and what he here mentions 
is the chief Thing he defired for the Colojftansy the other Things, both before and after, be¬ 
ing confidefd as fubfervient to it, Farther, the Lord here, if wc follow the fame Reading 

C wit* 
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COLO S S IA N S: 

!PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


3i. Work, and increafing in the Knowledge of 
God (p) ; being agreeably to that glorious 
Power which has been already exerted toward 
you (<?). Strengthned 'and enabled with Joy- 
fulnefs to exercife Patience and Long-fufFer- 

12. ing under your Trials; giving Thanks to the 
Father, who hath vouch fa fed you to fhare in 

13. that Light he affords to his Saints, and has 
freed you from your former Gentile Darknefs, 
and tranflated you into the Kingdom of his 
dear Son (r). 


NOTES. 


God • Strengthned with ti 
all might according to his 
glorious power, upto all- 
patience and long*fuffer- 
ing with joyfulnefi; Gi- 1% 
ving thanks unto the Fa¬ 
ther, which hath *made 
us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the 
faints in light: Who hath 
deliver’d us from the 
power of darknefs, and 
hath tranflated us into 
the kingdom of his deac 
Son. 

SECT. 


with our Tranflation, will probably denote God the Father, as that Term is ufed concern¬ 
ing him, Rev. xi. 15. ‘The Kingdoms of ibis World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
hi s Cbrifi \ and in many orher places: but as the Vulg. Latin 9 the Syriac t the Ethiopic, and 
one MS. read here 0ji? God, inftead of Kuet*tbe Lord , and the fame is confirmed by fome 
ancient Writers, that may perhaps be the true Reading. Compare the laft Claufe of tho 

y er f e . 

(p) *Ev 'SWT 1 dyet$tk> xctf'ropofSWef, ^ dv^dLvo^Sfjoi h* r c myvvftvn G>£«.] Out 

Tranflation is here juft, only let it be obferved, that the Ktt$ 7 ro<pofivTU fic dv^etvo/u^Jot here, 
the v. 11. tkJj'xciexrZv rsf, v. 12. are all to be taken to agree with 

che nominative Cafe underftood before v . 9. and fo all that is here (aid in the 

feveral Claufes, to which thefe Participles belong, is, as was before hinted, fo be confider’d 
as means in order to their being filled with the Knowledge of God’s Will, and fo in otdet 
to the higheft End mention’d, the walking worthy of the Lord. 

Farther, Dr. Mills alledges many Authorities for reading either rn cmyvda&y or Iv r w c^- 
yvd<rei. Unlefs one of them be preferr’d to the common Reading, the Difference of the 
Manner of Expreflion between iv ardvrs gf yeo dy&$q> and r omyvcotriVy might incline 
one to put the comma after dv$;et/ofAfJO/y and to render it, being fruitful and increafing ip 
every good Work , for the Knowledge of God , i. e, for the acquiring that Knowledge. Sr. Raul 
had thanked God before, v. 6. that the Gofpel brought forth Fruit among the Colofiians ; 
and it feems natural to fuppofe, that when he pray* here that they might bring forth Fruit 
in every good Work, he does not pray barely for what they already did, but for a farther 
Increafe of it. See 1 Thejf. iv. 1, 10. The Words thus underftood inform us, that a holy 
Converfation is very ferviceable to difjpofe Men to acquire the Knowledge of God. 

II (q) Kttrd To k^cltQ- f dvrn» According to bis glorious Power.] The Power of God 
in converting the Gentiles is fpoken of by St. Paul in very lofty Terms, both here, and Eph 9 
iii. 20. He compares it to that which he exerted in railing Chrift from the Dead, Epb % 
i. 19. which wilt ferve to iiluftrate this Place. 

12, 13 (r) The us in thefe two Verfes, and the we in the next, manifeftly fignify the 
Gentile Converts. 

Farther, thefe two Verfes, befide their Reference to the End before-mention *d, may be 
confider'd as partly occafioned by what he had faid, v» 11. and fo he here fhews the Co- 
UJpans 9 what Reafon they had to bear their Troubles with Joyfuhtefs^ and puts them in a 

Way 



QOLOSSIXNS, 
SECT. III. 

CHAP. I. 14—23 . 

C o N T E NTS. 



'An.Cb.6u 

Keronis p* 


^ 1 


S T. ‘Paul having in the 13 th Verfe mention’d God’s dear Son; 

he here, according to his ufual Manner, runs out immediately 
into a Digreflion concerning him j but it is fuch a Digreflion as is 
very much to his main Purpofe, viz. to eftablifti them in their Ad¬ 
herence to Chrift, and make them fenlible how unreafonable their 
Attempt was, who endeavour’d to feduce them from him. No¬ 
thin^ could be faid more proper for this End, than what he here fays, 
to Ihow the Pre-eminence and Headfhip of Chrift in all Refpe&s, 
even above the Angels, whom fome would have perfwaded them to 
worfhip, and to fet forth his tranfcendent Excellency, and the 
Greatnefs of the Advantages which the Gentiles receiv’d by him. 


TEXT. T ARAPHRASE. 


j.tN whom we have re- 
X demption through his 
blood, even the for* 
j^givenefs of fins. Who 
5 is the image of the 
invifible God, the firfl: 
born of every creature: 


I N this dearSon of God we have Redemption 74^ 
by his Blood, even the Forgivenefs of Tranf- 
greifions. And well may his Blood be thought 
to be of fo great Efficacy and Virtue, fince he 
is the moft lively vilible Image of the Father, ye’ 
who is the invifible God ( s ); and fince he was 

the 


NOTES. 


"Vay to do it, viz, iy being thankful to God for his great Kindnefs to them, in calling 
'them out of their former Gentile State of Ignorance and Darknefs, while they were Subjects 
of the Devil’s Kingdom, into the Kingdom of his dear Son, wherein they had Light, be¬ 
ing now no longer Darknefs , but Light in the Lord , Eph. v, S. and thus they were admitted 
into the Inheritance of the Saints , or of God’s People. Compare A&s xxvi. 17, 18. And 
therefore the Light mentioned in the twelfth Verfe, is to be explained from the Darknefs it 
is oppofed to in the thirteenth, and fignifies the Light which the Saints have by the Gof- 
•pel in this World. 

15 (s) "The Image of the invible God.] The Father alone is reprefented in the New Tefta- 
ment as the invifible God* See John i. 18.—v, 37. — vi.46. 1 "Tim. i. 17. —vi. itf. Heb . xi. 
'27. 1 Joh iv. 1 2, 20. Chrift is never reprefented as invifible, it might feem ttrange if he 
'Ihould, fince he a&ually took upon him Flefh, aid appeared and was fees in the World* 

C & which 
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Chap* I« 


C O LOSSI AN & 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 



the firft Being that was derived from him (*). 
And that he muft be the firft derived from him, 
is from hence evident, that all other Beings were 
derived from God, the primary and fupreme Caufe 
of all, thro’ this his Son, by whom («) as their 
immediate Author all Things ( w ) were created 
that are in Heaven, and that are in Earthy 
vifible and invifible, whether they be Thrones, 

or 


For by him were all 
things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in 
earth, vifible and invifible, 
whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or princi- 
palities, or powers: all 
things were created by 
him, and for him. Andta 


NOTESi 

■which are things the Nature of the Father cannot pofflbly admit, His^being called the 
Image of God in this Place, and 2 Cor. iv. 4. implies his being vifible, and that the Pfcf- 
fe&ions of God do moft eminently fhine forth in him. 

(f) n?«]6T0Jt©“ 'stcLmm xrtffevf. "The firft born of every Creature*]' This is fairly render'd, 
by out Tranflators, and indeed the Word is never ufed in any other Senfe in the New 
Teftament. It is true, that 'srfofjoTOK^ is found fometimes ufed by profane Authors in an 
a&ive Senfe, as when applied to a Dam the firft Time fhe brings forth ; and accordingly 
fome would render the Expreflion here, the firft bringer forth of every Creature ; but it may 
be queftion’d whether ever the Word is thus ufed with a Genitive Cafe afrer it, and efpe- 
cially with fuch an Adjettive as all t join’d with that Genitive Cafe. Who can find fuch 
an Expreflion any where as this, a Dam that it. the firft bringer forth of all her Off' fpring ? If the 
Word were here to be taken in this Senfe, St. Paul’* Meaning muft be ex prefled-by. fome fuch* 
Peripbrafis as this : • Chrift is one, who the firft Time he brought forth any thing, brought 
f forth every Creature ; 5 which, I fuppofe, will hardly fatisfy any Man. But if, according 
to the conftant LJfe of this Word in other places of the New Teftament, we interpret the 
Expreflion, that he was begotten before all Creatures , it exa&Iy agrees with the Chara&er 
Chrift gives of hirafelf, Rev. iii. 14, that he is dfxfi f KTirevf) the Beginning of the Creation 
of God^ that is the fitft Being derived from God. St. Paul's Argument, v. 16. is a full 
Proof of his being begotten before all Creatures; for he could not be other wife, if he 
created them. And by another Expreflion, v. 17. he feems to declare the fame Thing, and 
he it before all T’bings* Farther, St. Paul's Difcourfe being intended to eftablifh the Colof- 
flans in their Regard to Chrift, and to prevent their being feduced from him by a Pretence 
of the Refpeft due to Angels, Chap. ii. 18, 19. he a£ted very prudently, in giving him the 
higheft and moft lofty Charafter; but it is not likely, that he would have cloathed this 
part of his Charatier in. an Expreflion, which eafily and naturally offers thei Senfe our 
Tranflators, and perhaps all others have given of it, if he thought that Senfe was feal¬ 
ty any Difparagement to him. 

1 6 (u) 'Ey aut£. By him.] The lfrdvr$ here in the Beginning of the Verfe, is the fame 
with <fi dvrt in the latter End; and both are eafily explained, by comparing 1 Car, 
viii. 6 * 

(<u>) All things.] The Interpretation which refers what is here faid of our Saviour to 
the new Creation, or the Renovation of all Things, is fo forced and violent; that it can 
hardly be thought that Men would have ever efpoufed it, but for the Sake of an Hypothe¬ 
cs. The Reader may meet with a Confutation of it in moft Commentators. 


(*) Wbttlv 



COLOSSIJNS, 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 



Att.Ch.6i, 

Neroriis 9. 


17 is before all things, and 
by him all things confift. 

18 And he is the head of the 
body, the church ; who 
is the beginning, the firft 
born from the dead ; that 
in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence* 


or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers: 

(a?) All Things were created by him, and to 17, 
be in Subjection to him (y). He therefore 
mud be before all Things (3), and by him all 
Things are preferved (a). And he is the Head 18, 
of the Church, which is his Body ( b) ; and he 
is the Beginning, the firft who ever fo rofe from 
the Dead, as not to die any more (c\ that in 

alL 


NO TE S. 

00 Whether they le Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers. J Mr. Loche, in his 
Notes upon Epb. iii. 10. fays, that here Col. i. i<!>. thefe fignify good Angels j nor can there, 
I think, be any doubt, that they mud at lead be comprehended as a chief Part: But fince 
he himfelf fays the Terms are fometimes ufed for thofe who are veiled with any Power, 
whether Men,or Angels, 1 Cor. xv. 24. why may we not fuppofe St. Paul ufes the Terms here 
in the fame Latitude l Why may he not mean the vifible and invifible Thrones, Dominions, 
Principalities, and Powers, that are in Heaven and Earth? It feems mod natural to join 
his Expreffions thus together. His Argument is by this more full, for his Defign, as ap¬ 
pears by v. 18. is to prove Chrid’s Pre-eminence to all; and nothing could be more perti¬ 
nent to his Purpofe, than what he alledges, if thus underdood ; it being reafonable to fup¬ 
pofe his Authority mud be fuperior to any in Heaven and Earth, fince he made all thofe 
Angels, and Men, which in either have ary Authority at all. See him on Eph. i. 21. 

(y) El? ctvTcv. For him .] That is, to be in Subjection to him y as it is exprefs’d in the Para- 
phrafe ; which I think is juftified by what he (ays, v. 18. that in all Things he might have 
the Pre-eminence. By this it appears, that when God made all Things by Chrid, he did it 
with a Defign to rule and difpofeof them by him. Compare Heb. i. 8. 

17 (z) He is before all Things.] This I take to be equivalent to what he had faid before, 
that he is the firft born of every Creature. It was that he undertook to prove, and having 
alledged his Argument to prove it in Verfethe 16th, he here draws his Conclufion, which 
mud be the fame with the Pofition he advanced and undertook to make good. 

(a] Tat 'TctVTit iv ojjtco (TwArtiKS. By hint all Things confift .] This is a new Medium or Ar¬ 
gument, which St. Paul ufes to prove the Pre-eminence and Supereminent Dignity and Au¬ 
thority of Chrid, viz. That as God made all Things by him, fo he upholds and preferves 
all Things by him too. The fame is afferted, Heb . i. 3. where he is faid to uphold ail 
Things by the Word S'lwcLfJ&ut ojjth of his Father’s Power ; for the Author of that Epillle 
feemi to didinguifh in that fame Verfe aJtb 6c iojjtx. 

18 (6) The Head of the Body. ] He had proved his Superiority to all the Creatures by his 
making and fudaining them ; and now by a third Argument he confirms his full Authority 
over the Church, and that is by God’s Conditution and Appointment at his Refurreftion. 
The infiding exprefly upon this was very agreeable to his grand Defign, to confirm the Colo] - 
pans in their Regard to Chrid, he being apprehenfive of fomc Danger of their being 

* drawn off from him, and brought to fubdituce fome other Heads in his Room. See 
Chap. ii. r 9. 

(c) "Of FktV '&fcS]oTox,& ck T uetefav. Who is the Beginning , the fir] born from the 

Dead .] That Chrid was the firft who rofe from the Dead, never to die any more, is plain. 
Compare Rev. 1,5. 1 Cor. xv. 20,23. Acts xxvi, 23. But the other ExprcflioD, who is 

the 
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Chap. T. 


CO LO SS IAN S. 

T A RAT HR A SE. TEXT. 


all Refpe&s (d) he might be chief, being veiled *«« it pleafed *6. Fathti t , 
by God with the higheft Authority. For it dwe ™ 
i p. feemed good to God the Father (?) to inhabit 

\ m. 


notes. 


the Beginning is much more obfcure. It feems befide hi* Purpofe to fpeak of him here aa 
the Beginning, with reference to the Creatures in general, he having done with that, which he 
had fufliciently exprefled, v* i6 y 17. It muft therefore either refer to the Church juft before 
mentioned, 9. d. he is the Beginning of that Church of which he is the Head ; or elfe, as 
feems moft probable, it may be explained from what follows,Vfte firft born from tbeVead,*nd fo 
. it may mean that he is ? T tX^ iv ™ v t or avA^dvTcov] In, r vzKfav t and the will 

then be the fame as He is the firfi fruits of thofe that rife from the Dead. So 

I Ccr. xv, zo. Chrift is raifed from the Dead, and become the firft fruits of them that Jlept• It is 
indeed very poflible, that we ought in this Place to read d inftead of which 

would make all eafy y for fo Chryjoftom read it in his Copy, as do alfo two MSS. mentioned 
by Dr. MU Is. 

(d) ’Ey 'aratcTi.] This will hear either our common Tranflation, in all ^things, or that in 
the Margin, among all, i. e. Angels, and Men ; but I prefer the former, as appearing more 
agreeable to Sr. Paul's Argument. ’Tis reafonable, according to his former Argument alone, 
to conclude that he muft have a Pre-eminence over both Men, and Angels, becaufe he 
made them both; but by this new Argument from his Headihip over the Church at his 
Refurre£tion, a juft Occafion is taken to fpeak of the Pre-eminence he has in all Things % 
that is in all Refpetts, not only as the Maker of all Things, but as the Mediator, railed 
from the Dead. 

19(e) The Father.] This not appearing in the Greek , but being only fupplied by om 
Translators, has given a Handle to fome to find fault with them ; but I think they may be 
eafily defended. It is indeed true, as fome pretend, that the Greek would bear another ren¬ 
dering ; that is, it would truly do fo, provided thisVerfe were to be confider’d by it fclfywich- 
out any Relation to the Context. But as it now ftands in Connexion with the next Verfe, 
it feems neceflary to render it as our Tranflarors have done ; for as '&nvx,at,Ttt\\d!;cb( t v. 20, is 
in Conftru&ion to be join’d with d/dbxi t>. 19. the Things that are mentioned, v. 19, ao. 
muft be underftood to be all of them represented as pleafing the fame Perfon; and who 
can that Perfon be but God the Father ? I find fome of my learned Friends are of Opinion, 
that it ought to be render’d, For it pleafed him , i. e. Chrift, &c. Nor do I think it any 
material Obje&ion againft their Interpretation, that they read twirS for azrrj, and v. 20, 
ojjtov for cwtov % &c. for as the Spirits are not in any ancient MSS. they are at their Liber¬ 
ty to choofe either of them, as they judge it will beft fuit the Apoftle’s Defign. But this 
feems an unaufwerabie Objeftion againft that Interpretation, that Sr. Paul is here giving a 
Reafon of the Headihip and Dominion of Chrift, and that this Interpretation refolves that 
Reafon into the Will and Pleafure of Chrift, which is contrary to the whole Strain and 
Tenor of the Scriptures, that always refolve it into the Will of the Father. It is urged, 
that our Tranflators are forced to go as far back as v. 12. for this Nominative Cafe to 
Ivdovurs, which they have inferted, which is not to be allowed, unlefs the intermediate 
Verfes were a Parenthefis. But this Nominative Cafe may be fetched from ojJth in v, 12. 
nor does any Violence feem to be offer’d to the Text, if we fuppofe Sr. Paul , upon his 
having mention’d God's dear Son , v. 13. to expatiate as he ufes to do, concerning Chrift * 
and having at laft aflerted the Headihip of this dear Son of God, to bring in his Proof 
#f it in this manner. His being God's dear Sov t ia to be carried thro’ all the Things faid of 

< him, 



CO 

TEXT. 

10 vrtig made peace through 
(he blood of his croTs) 
by him to reconcile all 
things unto himfelf, by 
him, I fay, whether they 
be things in earth, or 
things in heaven. And 


him, v, 14—18. and the Headfhip and Dominion conferred upon him is a fignal Inftance 
of it, and brings the Readers Thoughts back to the very Place at which the Digreflion be- 
gan, He hath tranjlated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son ; and thus it leems natural to fup- 
ply the Nominative Cafe, as our Tranflators have done. 

(f) That in him Jhould all Fulnefs dwell.] If our Tranflators have righly render’d the 
Place, the Fulnefs here fpoken of will be the fame with that mentioned, Chap. ii. 9. and 
will be there confider’d. But the Paraphrafe follows the Tranflation of Cafiellio ; Quo - 
uiam per eum vifum efi patri omnem univerfitatem inhahitare . His Reafon for this rendering 
is, that when ever an Infinitive Verb is in the New Teftament joined with it al¬ 

ways denotes the Attion of him who is fpoken of as pleafed. This Oblervation feems to 
be very juft, and when Beta cenfurcd his Tranflation of this Place, he very judicioufly 
defended it. See his Defence at the End of his Tranflarion, in FoL p. 464, &V. He feems 
jiot ro have hit the true Senfe of but otherwife nothing can be truer in itfelf, or 

more to St. Paul's Purpofe, than this rendering. For he then muft be underftood to aflerf, 
that God therefore appointed Chrift to be the Head of the Church, that he might in or by 
him inhabit all Fulnefs \ that is, the whole Church or Body of Chrift. Nothing can more 
fuit the Language ot St. Paul elfewhere, Eph. ii. 21,22. In or thro* whom [Chrift] all the 
Building fitly framed together , groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord . A ‘Temple is an Honfe 
for God to inhabit, as therefore he in the next Words explains himfelf; In , otthro* whom 
{Chrift] you alfo are builded together for an Habitation of God ,thro* the Spirit. Nor can it 
feem ftrange, that the Church fhould here be called Fulnefs, fince it is fo called, Eph. i. 23. 
The Fulnels of him that filleth all in all . Mr. Locke underftands that Hxpreflion to be ufed 
of Chrift, and it is no doubt in a Senfe true of him ; but confldering the lofry Terms 
■wherein he had juft before fpoken of God the Father, deriving all Things from him even 
that were in Chrift himfelf, and comparing this Hxpreflion with what he fays of the Fa¬ 
ther, Eph.' iv. 5 . One God and Father of all, who is above all, and thro* all, and in you al/ f and 
with 1 Cor. xii. 6 . It is the fame God who worketh all in all: 1 fay, confldering thefe Things 
I am inclined much rather to underftand the Father to be meant by him that filleth all in all . 
But ro return to the Text before us, if this Interpretation be allowed, a very good Ac¬ 
count may be given why the All is here added, and it is faid that it pleafed the Father ro 
inhabit all Fulnefs by Chrift, becaufe there was a double Fulnefs for him to inhabit; namely, 
a Fulneft of the Jews , and a Fulnefs of the Gentiles § which are both mentioned, Rom . xi. 

2 5 * 

20 (g) Things in Earth, or Things in Heaven.] If the Hint Mr. Locke gives in his Notes up¬ 
on Eph . i. 10, 20. were certain, that by the Things in Earth , and in Heaven, were meant the 
Gentiles , and the Jews y there would be no Difficulty in explaining this Verfe to this Purpofe : 

• When the Father had made Peace between Jews, and Gentiles , by the Blood of his Son’s 

* Crofs, it pleafed him to reconcile them both to himfelf by his Son/ There are two 
Things that might incline one the rather to admit that Interpretation. (1.) That it nicely 
agrees with St. pAul'i Subjeft, for he is now treating of Chrift’s Headfhip over the Church, 


*5 

An.Ch.fi i« 
Nerohts 9. 


L 0 S S 1A N S. 

PARAPHRASE. 


all Fulnefs by Chrift (/), and it pleafed 2 o. 
him, when he had made Peace by the Blood of 
Chrift’s Crofs, by Chrift to reconcile all Things 
to one another, for his own Glory, whether they 
are Things on Earth, or Things in Heaven (g). 

And 


NOTES. 
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And particularly you, who were fometimes alie- 

21. nated from (£), and Enemies to his Church, 
in your Mind thro’ wicked Works (/'), hath 

22. he now reconciled in the Body of Chrift’s Flefli 
thro’ his Death, ( k ) that fo he might prefent 

you 


you that were fo met i me is* 
alienated, and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconci¬ 
led,in the body ofhis flefh 12 
thro’ death, to prefent you 
holy and unbUmeable # 


NOTES. 

'O. 18. (2.) He has fully declared the fame Thing in the parallel Epiftle, which gives fo 
much Light to this, Epb. ii. 14, 15, i 5 . He is our Peace , who hath made both [Jews, and Gen¬ 
tiles] one, and bath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between us ; having abohjhed sfl 
his Fiefs the Enmity , even the Law of Commandments , contained in Ordinances , for to make 
in himfelf, of 'Twain, one new Man, fo making Peace ; and that he might reconcile both unto 
Gpd in one Body by the Crofs , having Jlain the Enmity thereby , &c. But after all, as that great 
"dWan is not pufirive in his Interpretation, and the Texts he alledgesfeem not fufficient to 
fuppoit it, it will not beamifs, to try whether we can upon another foor give a good Ac¬ 
count of the Verfe. So much of the former Interpretation is to be taken in here, that the 
Things in Earth may well fignify the Jews and Gentiles , and thefe he has reconciled to one 
another; and the only Difficulty is how he hath reconciled both thefe with the Things in 
Heaven. By the Things in Heaven l underftand the good Angels, between whom and hitn- 
felf God could not make Peace by the Blood of Chrift’s Crofs, becaufe they had never 
revolted, or broken Peace with him. The only Reconciliation therefore that could be 
, made as to them, is the reconciling them ro us; and this was done by the Blood of Chrift. 
As thereby our Peace was made with God, and the Caufe of their Difpleafure againft 
us, as the Enemies of God, thereupon ceafed ; fo that God, by the Death of his Son, 
has made them of Enemies to become our Friends, and they are ready to perform 
all friendly Offices towards us, Heb. 1. 14. And as our Lord declares upon his Refur- 
„ region, that All power was given him in Heaven , and in Earthy Matth, xxviii. 18. and we and 
. they are now both under one Head, we are fpoken of as making one Society with them, and 
therefore we are faid, Heb. xii. 22. to become to an innumerable Company of Angels. Now 
all this God is faid to have done, elf ajuravy to himfelf t which I think may very well be 
exprefled more fully in his own Words, Philip, ii. ii, to the Glory of God; the Father 3 where 
he is treating likewile of this Hcadihip of Chrift overall Things in Heaven, and in Earth* 
This feems to be what the Apoftle means in this place, and that Epb . i. 10, which may be 
compared with it: That in the Difpenfation of the Fulnefs of Times , be might gather together in 
erne all Things in Chrifi. both which are in Heaven , and which are in Earthy even in him . 

21 ( h ) Alienated ,] That is from that Body he had fpoken of before, v. 18. The fame 
Thing he expreffes, Eph. ii. 12. Being Aliens from the Commonwealth of Ifrael. 

(0 Enemies in your Mind by wicked Works .J That is, the ColofianSy as Other Gentiles { 
were Enemies to the Church of God, tm J'ta.voia., in their Underilandings and Judgments, 
being zealous for Idolatry; and as they did not like his Worfh^p, God gave rhem up to 
commie the moft enormous Crimes. See Rom. i. 21—32. The great Caufe of the Enmity 
and Diftance between them and the Jews, was the ceremonial Law ; and Chrift, by aboliih- 
ingthis in his Death,rflew the Enmity, and reconciled them together. Eph. ii. 15, 1 6* 

22 (k) Nvvt *5 b tw (TUfAcfls ^ ectgKQf ew to, JVi <ro SetVeJLTx, Hath he 

now reconciled, in the Body of his Flefh , by Death.'} Two Things may appear ftrange in reading 
this. 1. The Exprcflion, the Body of his Flefl), which I think is not to be met with elfewhere, 
and leaves Commentators at a Lofs for a good Explication j it Signifying his fiejhy Body 9 as 
,oppofed to his myflical Body, fay fome; or as oppofed to his glorified Body, fay others. 2.* 

The 
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and unreproveaHe in hj» y 0U holy and unblameable, and unreproveable 
z3 -fight: If ye continue in the in his Sight. And f uc h I am perfwaded you 23. 

fhall 


NOTES . 


The joining that Expreflion, in'tbe "Body of bis Flefh t with that which immediately follows 
it thro * Death: for it is evident the former, as it is commonly underftood, fignifies the 
very fame Thing with the latter. I own St. Paul does fometimes exprefs the fame Thing 
feveral "Ways, but it is not eafy to imagine, what End or Defign could be ferved by it in 
this Place. Thefe Things may occafion an Inquiry, whether he might not perhaps mean 
fomewhat very different from what has been commonly fuppofed. It feems reafonable 
to fuppofe, that the Reconciliation fpoken of here, and Eph. ii. 16. are the fame, and 
upon comparing the two Texts together one cannot butobferve, that c v hi <jd>y.a[t clofely 
follows there, juft as iv r nS cdyaji follows &n>Kd]aMdt;sy in this Place* 

Now nothing can be more agreeable than to fuppofe thofe two Expreflions it hi 
and iv adyaji mean the fame Thing, provided any good Account can be given of <■? 

cu/ns, which is added to the latter. If way be given to this Interpretation, this 
Expreflion of his Flejh muft feme way or other fignify his Church, which naturally brings 
to mind the Representation he makes of the Church, Eph. v. 13—-52. as the Spoufe of 
Chrift, and confequently as his Flefh : No Man. fays he, ever yet hated his own Flefh , but 
nourifheth and cherijheth if, even as the Lord the Church ; for we are Members of his Body , of 
his Flefh. and of his Bones . For this Caufefhall a Man leave his Father , and Mother , and jhall 
be joined utiio bn Wife, and they two Jhall be one Flefh. This is a great Myfiery , but l 
{peak concerning Chrift and his Church. It is hence plain, that he reprefents rhe Church as 
Chrift’s Flefh. Now this having been much upon his Mind in writing that Epiftle, as ap¬ 
pears from his enlarging upon it in fo many Verfes, tho' it came in only incidentally, 
the Thought mi)' be fuppofed to have remained ftrong and lively, when he wrote this 
Epiftle to the Colofjiam ; and that might lead him to fpeak of the Church as the Body of 
Chrifl's Flefo, that is, to fpfeak of the whole Church, comprizing all, both Jews and Gentiles , 
as making up that one Body which is Chrift’s Spoufe or Wife. It adds fome degree of Pro¬ 
bability to this Interpretation, that this PafTage is joined with the very fame Thought 
he had expreffed in ufing that Comparison, in his Epi-ftle to the Epkejians ; and therefore 
it is the more likely, that that Companion did then attually occur to his Mind. Let me 
fet down the two Places, that I may compare them together for the farther clearing this 
Matter. 


Eph. v. 17. Col. i. 11, 

W I yet f^y.Tvi(rvi aurh h<fo^ov r Tlazprnaas vyas dyiaf, Xj 

hue\njtetv. urt tyvaav amKoy ii pt/JU'a ii Tt dycyKhnnss KaJiycd'Tioy cwfis. 

tv> p , 1 •> .7r/ S- <■ / \ v ff-s 

nyl T0iaT<yy, aKK iva h ay let Xj aycoyK^r. 


I have followed the Vulg, Latin, the Alexandrian Clermont , and many other Copies, ami 
ancient Commentators in reading in the Epbe(ians % ewros inftead of ojjtIjj ; by the way I 
doiibt not, that meaning Chrift, tho’ not expreffed, is to be underftood as pre¬ 

ceding f&£ep?n<ra.t in the ColoJJlans, And then nothing can be clearer than the Correfpon- 
dence and Refemblance of the two Places. f 'lva h cwtos i<uj]co r lnKhturictv an- 

fwers to f$Py.sn<sai vpat xd]evd'T/oy durti, that is, kewf*. Again, W h ay la x] in 

Ephefians , anfwers to vyuas ctyltx xj dyaop tw? in Colofftans . The reft that is faid to the Ephe - 
ft an s t a glorious Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle , or any fuch Thing, is all fummarily 
^omprifed in the fhorter Epiftle, that to the ColoJJlans, in that one Word dviyKhriTvfj 
unreproveable . So that the Thoughts, and many of the Words are the fame in both Places. 

D After 



18 

Chop. I. 


CO L 0 S S I A N S: 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


/hall be found, fince (/) you continue in the 
Faith, grounded and fettled, and are not moved 
away from the Hope, which, as Gentiles , you 
have by the Myftery of the Gofpel, in which 
you have been already intruded, and which 
has been every where preached ; and in preach¬ 
ing of which I Patti have been more eminently 
employed (t). 


faith grounded and fettled, 
and be not moved away 
from the hope of the gof¬ 
pel, which ye have heard, 
and which was preached 
to every creature which 
is under heaven j where¬ 
of I Paul am made a mi-* 
nifter. 


NOPE S. 

Aftet all, I am not pofitlve in this Interpretation ; but leave it to the confederate Reader* 
to compare it with the other Accounts that are given of the Place. 

(/) V E lyi hrmfdpz]*' If ye continue.'] If this had been St. Paul' s Defign, I believe he 
would rather have ufed rhe future Tenfe 5 and therefore l chufe to render by fince, as it 
often fignifies. St. Paul was perfwaded that the Colojpam would be piefented holy and un- 
blameable, and unreproveable in his Sight, fince he faw how firm they continued in the 
Faith. A parallel kind of Reafoning he ufes, Philip, i. 6 y 7. I think this rendering is necef- 
lary, becaufe oi the piw in the next Veife ; and becaufeof what he fays of them, Chap. ii. 5* 
Thus JElian ufes the Word, Vat. Hlfi . Lib. xii. c. ay. where he gives this as a Reafon why ; 
he thought hirafelf obliged to fpeak of the Romans , eiyt papiouas ei/x/, that is, fince , or for % 
l 'am a Roman. 

(*(■) Whereof I Paul am made a Adimfter.] . Sr. Paul, as the Apoftle of the Gentiles , was 
efpecially intruft.d with a Revelation from God, concerning the Calling them ; and as this 
waS what he preached more than any other of the Apoftles did, he calls it his Gofpel , Rom * 
xtfi. 25* And when he fpeaks fo much of his being a Minifter hereof, as v. 25. and in 
many other Places, he does not do it out of Vanity or Boafting * but this was of great 
Ufe to his prefent Putpofe, as carrying a ftrong Reafon with it, why the Gentiles , and par¬ 
ticularly the Cofoflians, fhould rather believe him, to whom, as their Apoftle, this Doftrine 
was made manifeft and committed to be preached, than the yews; from whom it had 
been concealed and kept as a Myftery, and was not itfelf to be difeover'd but by a 
divine Revelation. See Epb. iii, 7, 8, 9. and Mr, Locke's Notes thereupon. 


S E C T 
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CONTENTS. 



AtJ.Cb.6i, 
Iferonis p* 


S T. *Pciul having received, by a fpecial Revelation, the Myftery of 
God’s Calling the Gentiles , and a Commiffion to publifh it, 
had by his zealous preaching it now brought himfelf into Bonds, 
thro’ the great Malice and Rage of the Jews againft him upon that 
Account j as may be feen AUs xxi. 27, &c. Being in this Cafe, 
he was apprehenfive that the Colo[fians might be offended and dis¬ 
couraged, and fo be more liable to Impreilions from the JewiJh Con¬ 
verts, who might make an ill Improvement of his Trouble, and 
take a Handle from thence to urge them to fubmit to the Bondage 
of the ceremonial Law. To prevent this is theDeiign of this Section, 
wherein he lhows them what Account he made of his Sufferings, 
and how much, notwithftanding whatever he had met with, he 
was Rill concern’d to fpread and maintain that Doctrine which 
he had taught. 

TEXT, TARATHRASE. 


- 4 H ; ° m n0W fuffei'in C s OW (m) I rejoice in my Sufferings, tip- 24. 

for you, 'and"fill V ‘"a* on the Account of you Gentiles ( n) i 

which is behind of the and I who formerly procured Affliction to 

Chriffians, 


NO TE S 


14. (w) Nwi yju^cd. JVho now rejoice Some ancient MSS. read ot vujj yju with whom 
the Vulgar Latin agrees, as do our Tranilators, rendering it, who now rejoice \ but the greater 
and better Part of the MSS. and ancient Commentators leave out the Sr, which alfo is not 
render d by the Syriac \ and following thefe which feem to me to give the better reading, I 
have here begun a new Se£Hon. Farther, the Meaning of this now , is to be learned 
from the foregoing Verfe, and is plain enough, if we render ir, fince ye continue in the 
Taith ; that is, St. Paul rejoiced in his Sufferings for them now he (aw they continued ia 
. Faith. But the Reader is hinder'd from perceiving what now fignifies, when the fore^ 
going Verfe is render’d, if ye continue, & c. 

(n) For you.] Nothing could be more adapted to anfwer St. Paur$ Defign, 

than the Confiderations he alledges. His Defign is to prevent their being difcouraged at 
his Afflictionsj and to prevent it, he lets them know that he rejoiced in them himfelf; 
and fo implies that they ought alfo, following his Example, and concluding there was 

D a fomewhac 
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Chriftians, do now my felf fuffer Perfection, and 
I am now filling up the Meafure, and enduring 
what is behind of the Afflictions allotted me in 
this Life, in the Caufeaf Chrift (o), for the Sake 
2 5. of his Body which is the Church : Of which 
Church I am made a Minifter, according to the 
Truft which God has committed to me for 
the Sake of you Gentiles (/>), that I might 
fully preach and make known the Word of 
2 6. God. I mean the Myftery which has been 
kept fecret from former Ages and Genera¬ 
tions ( q ), but is now made manifeft to his Saints 1 

To. 


afHi&ions of Chrift in my 
flefh, for his body's fake* 
which is the church: 
Whereof I am made a 25. 
minifter, according to 
the difpenfation of God, 
which is given to me for 
you, to fulfil the word 
of God. Even the myftery 16 
which hath been hid 
from ages, and from ge- 
nerationSjbut now is made 
manifeft to. his fainesa 


NOTES. 


feme what honourable in them ; and efpecially fhould they, take Heart and rejoice 
fioce his Sufferings were for them, and fo were a Glory to them, as he tells the Epfo- 
flans, Chap . iii. 13. / defire that you faint not at my Tfribulationh which are yourGlory^ 
In like manner he fpeaks to the Philippians, Chap. ii. 17, 18. Tea 9 and'if l be offered upon 
the Sacrifice and Service of your Faith , l joy and rejoice with you all. For the fame Caufe 
alfo do ye joy, and rejoice with me. 

This for you can’t be underftood as tho* his Sufferings were in any peculiar Manner up¬ 
on the Account of the ColofJians t among whom he had probably never been ; but only 
as- they, were Gentiles , and fo together with all other Gentiles were alike concerned in 
the Do&rine he preached, and for which he fuffered j whence Eph. iii. 1. he ftiles himfelf 
the Prifoner (fo we render <^07//©- for want of a proper Englifh Term ; for in the pub- 
lick Prifon he was not, but only in Bonds in his own Houfe with a Keeper, ABs xxviii. 
2p, 30. compared) of Jef us Chrift- for you Gentiles. 

(0) YLeti eiVirtt'el'TMjfw Tet CrifrifjLet'IcL ft ytir b Iv tm ragKi //*. And fill 

up that which is behind of the Ajfti&ions of Chrift in my Body.'} The AffUBions of Chrift in this 
Place, arc the Affli&ions which are endured in the Caufe of Chrift. Thus 2 Cor . i. 5. As 
the Sufferings of Chrift abound in us, fo our Confolation aboundeth alfo by Chrift . Com¬ 
pare Philip, iii. 10. 1 Pet. iv, 13# The ursf»/Urct 7 & therefore of thefe muft be what¬ 
ever Affli&ions Chrift fhould ftill fee fit to lay upon him in this Caufe, or for his 
Name ; as St. Paul knew from the Words of Chrift himfelf, that a large Share was ap¬ 
pointed him, Jfts ix. 16. Farther, the Word ccv\at'a l / 7rht}p£ is underftood to intimate that 
St. Paul did now himfelf fuffer, as he had formerly, before his Converfion, made others 
iuffer for Chrift j and that this is the Import of dvr] many times in Compofition, to 
fignify vidfftm , cannot^be doubted. Thus Budaus , Comm. L. G . explains dvjiy^^j^spw, 
{LVTihetitCdva, cLpTiJ'afisucu, and a v ti hoy »£o y.a.1 . I owe this excellent Interpretation to 
Monf. Le Clerc . Vid. Art. Critic a. Part. 11 . Se£K 1. c. xii. p. 396, 

25 (p.) Compare herewith Eph. iii. 2.. \Tim. i. 11, 12. 

16 (<f) fhe Myftery which hath been hid from Ages and Generations.] The Expreflion of 
to y.vs-neA9v jl ^roKtKfv^/A^ov Jff dtefyuv is render’d by our Tranflators, Eph. iii. 51. 
the Myftery hid from the Beginning of the World 9 but it is manifeft from this Place, where it 

is 
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Nerorfis 9* 



&7T0 whom God would 
make known what is the 
liches of the glory of 
this myftery among the 
Gentiles ; which is Chrift 
in you the hope of Glo- 
s.S ry: Whom we preach, 
warning every man^ and 
teaching every man in all 
wifdom i that we may 
prefent every man perfect 


To whom God would make known how a- 27. 
bundant the Glory is of this Myftery (r) among 
the Gentiles , viz. That Chrift is to you Gen¬ 
tiles become the Procurer of Glory, and the 
Caufe of your expetting and hoping for it. 

And him it is I preach, warning every Man, 28. 
Gentiles- as well as Jews (j), and teaching 
every Man in all that' Wifdom that is made 

known. 


N O T E S. 


is joined with '&n> that it is rightly tranflated here hid from Ages, and that it 

ought to have been fo tranflated in that Place alfo. The fame Thing is meant when 
he fpeaks of the Revelation of the Myftery diGovioit which we tranflate, 

kept fecret fince the World began \ but Mr. Locke better renders it in the fecular ‘Times, 
that is, the Times under the Law. I fliall here tranfcribe his Remark upon the Words, 
Rem. xvi, 2 5.becaufe it gives much light to this Matter. 1 Why the Times ,fays be, under the 
‘ Law, were called XCJVot duovioi^vie may find a Reafon in their Jubilees , which were tLiZv-s,' 
4 facula , or Ages, by which all the Time under the Law was meafured : And fo 
4 voi diuvtzt is ufed, 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. 1.2. And fo diuvic arc put for the Times of' 

* the Law, or the Jubilees , Luke i. 70. A&s iii. 21. iC^. ii. 7. -— x. 2. Eph. iii. 9. Col. i. 

4 2d. Heb. ix. 26. And fo God is called the Rock tydidvcov, of Ages, If a. xxvi. 4.' 

* in the fame Senfe that he is called the Rock 0J ifrael, l/a. xxx. 29. r. e. the Strength 

1 and Support of the Jewijh State ; for it is of the Jews the Prophet here fpeaks. So* 

* Exod. xxi. 6 . etc % dtavtL, fignifies not as we tranflate it for ever , but to the 

* Jubile ; which will appear if we compare Lev , xxv, 39 — 41. and Exod. xxi. 2. Now 

4 that the Times of. the Law were the Times fpoken of here by St. Paul, feems plain* 
1 from that which he declares to have continued a Myftery during all thofe Times, 

* viz. God's Turpofe of taking in the Gentiles to be his People under the Mefliah; for* 
4 this could not be faid to be a Myftery at any other Time, but during the Time that 
1 the Jews were the peculiar People of God, feparated to him from among the Nations 

* of the Barth. Before that Time there wa» no fuch Name or Notion of Diftin&ion, as 
4 Gentiles. Before the Days of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob , the Calling of the Ifraelites 
4 to be God’s peculiar People, was as much a Myftery, as the Calling of others out of 

* other Nations was a Myftery afterwards. All that St. Paul infifts on here, and in all 

* the Places where he mentions this Myftery, is to fhew, that tho* God had declared 
this his Purpofe to the Jews, by the Predifrions of his Prophers amonglf them, yet ir 
lay concealed from their Knowledge, ’twas a Myftery to them, they underftood no fuch 
Thing; there was not any where the leaft Stifpicion or Thought of it, till the Mcfliah 

4 being come, it was openly declared by St. Paul to the Jews, and Gentiles, and made 
4 out by the Writings of the Prophets, which were now underftood. 

27 (r) The Riches of the Glory oj this Myftery.] This Manner of /peaking concerning God’s 
calling the Gentiles, is very familiar with Sc. Paul. Compare Rom. ix. 23, Eph. i. 7, 18. 

' -~i>. 7. —iii. 1 6. Pkihp, iv. 19, 

28 (s) Tldvjet. d.vQ§u'7rov. Every Man.] This occurring no lefs than three Times in the 
Compafcof this one Verfe,ftiows that St. Paul laid a great Strefs upon it; and I think there 
can be no doubt he means, that he made no Diftin£tion between Jews and Gentiles, but' 
applied himfelf indifferently to both. 


ft) 
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RA9HRASE 


TEXT. 



1 . 


known by the Gofpel (t) ; that fo I may pi'e- 
fent («) all to whom I preach without Dif¬ 
ference perfectly inftru&ea in the.Dodtrine and 
Laws ol Chrift Jefus (ze;). And this is what 
I endeavour to accomplifh, earneftly driving, 
according to his Working, which powerfully 
and effedtully worketh in me ( x). For I would 
be very glad you fhould be informed how 
great my Concern (y) is for you, and thofe of 
Laodicea , and fuch other Gentiles as never 
yet have had an Opportunity of feeing me (z): 

That 


ia Cbrjft Jefui ; Where* if 
unto 2 aJfo labour, dri¬ 
ving, according to his 
working which worketh 
ia me mightily. For la 
-would that ye knew wbae 
great conflift I have for 
you, and for them at Lao¬ 
dicea, and for a* many as 
have not feen my face ia 


NOTES. 

(t) f Ev W(3 “h trwpld.. In all Wifdom] This may be understood -of the Manner in which 
he behaved himfclf in his Preaching, that he did it with all the Wifdom he was mailer of i 
but it feems rather to relate to the Matter of his Preaching, as it has that turn in the Pa- 
raphrafe. See v. 9. 

(u) Xld.£?.<rt)<rco{Af>. We may prefent.] The meaning is, I labour that my Miniftry may 
have that effeft upon all my Hearers, whetber Jews , or Gentiles, as that every one of 
them may appear perfeS in the Sight of God. Nor need it feem ftrange, that he 
fhould fpeak of this prefenting as his own A 3 , fince he ufes a fomewhat like 
Lxprelfion eltewhere, 2 Cor. xi. 2. / have efpoufed you to one Husband, that l might pre¬ 
fent you as a chajl Virgin to Ckrijl, Farther, the Lxpreflion here feems ufed in Allufion to 
the Offerings prefented to God under the Law, and agrees with his Manner of Speech, 
Rom . xv. 16. That I foould he the Aiintfter of Jefus Chrift to the Gentiles, minifiring the Gofpel 
cf God , that the Offering up of the Gentiles might he acceptable, being fanSlfied by the Holy 
Ghoft. 

(w) Perfeft in Chrfi Jefus,] Thus Chrift clfewhere fignifies the DoSrine or Laws of 
Chrift, Epb. iv. 20. Heb. xiii,;S. He here hints, that they had not this Perfe&ion by the 
Jldofaick Law. 

( x) According to his Working, which worketh in me mightily,] This might import the many 
Signs and Wonders, which God enabled him to perform, for the Confirmation of the Do- 
£trine he preached.. Compare Gal . ii. 8. 2 Cor . xiii. 5. or elfe the divine Influence upon 
himfelf, whereby he was excited and enabled with fuch vaft Diligence, Induftry, and Succefs 
to preach the Gofpel. Compare Rom, xv. 19. 1 Cor . xv. ic. The next Verfe feems to lead 
us rather to prefer the latter of thefe. 

1 (y) 'Hx'utoir ayvva. What great ConfliQ.] Hereby is fignified the great Solicitude and 
* Concern St. Paul had upon his Mind for them, Compare 2 Cor . xi. 2. the Pains he took 
to preach the Gofpel, and to aflert their Liberty againft fuch as oppofed it; the Trou¬ 
bles and Difficulties he now underwent upon this Account, being a&ually in flonds for that 
Caufe, Chap. i. 24. —iv. 3, and withal herein is comprehended the Earneftnefs with which 
he prayed for them, Chap. i. 9. 

( z) As have not feen my Face in the Flejb.] This alone feems fufficient to determine the 
Matter, that Sc. Paul had never yet been ar Colofs , Laodicea, and the Parts there¬ 
abouts. 

% (*) 
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ithe fleih: That their 
hearts might be comfort¬ 
ed, being knit together in 
love, and unto all riches 
of the fall aflurance of 
undemanding, to the ac¬ 
knowledgment of the my- 
gery of God, and of the 
5 Fatner, and of Chrift : In 
-whom are hid all the 
treafares of wifdom and 
knowledge* 


That their Hearts might be comforted, they 
being all firmly joined and compacted toge¬ 
ther in Love (^), and for the Attaining the 
higheft and fulleft Aflurance of this Doctrine 
which I preach ( b) y and the acknowledging 
this Myftery of God, even the Father, and of 
Chrift ( c ): In whom are laid up all the Trea- 
lures of Wifdom and Knowledge* 


2 . 



NOTES. 


2 (4) Knit together fa Love."] S t.Eaul thought, that the hearty Love which Chriftians 
bore to one another, whereby they were joined together in a mutual Concern for one 
another, would be a good Means to fortify them againft any ill Impreflions from Seducers, 
Compare Eph. iv. 14,15, 16. and by this he thought their Comfort vfould be beft fecured, 
and they be able nrlore eafily to edify in Chriftian Knowledge, 

(b) Unto all Riches of the full Affurante of Undemanding.] The Manner io: which he fpeaks 
of this Myftery, arid helps lip Expreffions concerning .it, fhews hpw necelTary he ap- 
ptehended the Knowledge of it to be. The Senfe is, that they might? all concur in a fall 
and certain Perfwafion, and publick Profcflion of this Doftrine*. 

(f) *The Myftery of God,' and of the Rather , and of Chrift .] The only MVftery here intended, 
is that mentioned before, Chap. i. 2 6, 27. in the Belief of which he fnews himfelf on all 
Occaftons fo folieitous to eftablilh the Gentiles. Had he here meant any other than 
that, he would have certainly told us what it wa$, This Myftery is called the Myftery 
of God the F Mer, as it well may be, fince it was hid in God , Epb. 1ii.v9. and he blade it 
Kriownj Eph.i. p, Col. i. 27. It is alfo called the Myftery of Chrift^ Col . iv. 3. Eph. iii. 4*. 
nor is it Atange it fhould be denominated from him, who is himfelf the fubje£l Matter 
of it, it being Chrift among the Gentiles, the Hope cf Glory , Chap. i. 27. and who is the 
more immediate RevCalerOf it, Eph. ii. 17. The Apoftfe here joins both together, as 
he might very properly do; tho* perhaps the chief Reafon why he chofe here to add, 
and of Chrift , was that he might the more handfomely fall into the following Difcouife 
coHcefning,hinu 


SEC T. 
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C 0 L O S S I A N S: 
SEC T. V. 

C HAP. II. 4—10. 

C O N'T E NTS. 


H ERE St Taul comes dire< 5 tly to treat of that Matter, "which’ 
he chiefly defigned in writing this Epiftle. Tho’ he was 
well pleafed with the ColoJJians contirmwg hitherto fo ftedfaft in 
the Dodtrine he had taught, and in maintaining the Liberty, 
they had by Chrift, and had therefore beftowed very great Com¬ 
mendations upon them; yet he was apprehenfive of their being 
in danger from fome of the rfcwijh Converts, who were endea¬ 
vouring to feduce and corrupt them. The Points in which he 
judged them moft liable to be deceived, were the pretended Ob¬ 
ligation of the Qentiles to fubmit to the Mofaick Law, and the 
J:ewiJh Traditions, and to yield a Worfhip to Angels; againft 
which with, much Earneflnefs he cautions them, fhowing them 
that they had in Chrift all that they could pretend to feek for 
elfewhere, and that by having Recourfe to the Law, they for- 
fook the Subftance, and embraced Shadows only; that Chrift had 
abolished the Obligation to obferve the Law, that was pre¬ 
tended; and they were obliged by their Baptifm, to refufe the 
Submiflion urged upon them; and that by paying the Refpedt to 
Angels, which - was recommended to them, they in Effect renoun¬ 
ced Chrift as their Head, upon whom alone their Hopes ought 
to , depend, as all their Supplies were only derived from him., 
His Difcourfe, tho’ Ihort, is yet admirably adapted to his Subject; 
and fets forth with much Magnificence the glorious Advantages 
they had by Chrift, above what could be expected from the 
Law. 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


- *■ 

A ND theReefon why I exprefs fuch a Con¬ 
cern for you, an d reprefent all the Treafures 
of Wifdom and Knowledge as laid up in Chrift, 
is to prevent your being deluded by the plaufible 

Pretences 


A ND this I fay, left 4 
any man fhould be¬ 
guile you with enticing 




c 0 LOSS IA N S'. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE: 


4 5 

C^i^2r» 

.Zfcrowj 9. 


5 words. For tho* I be ab- 
fent in the flefli, yet am 
I with you in the fpirir, 
joying, and beholding 
your order, and the fted- 
faftnefs of your faith in 
Chrift. As ye have there¬ 
fore received Chrift J e ^“ s 
the Lord, fo walk ye in 
7him; rooted and built 
up in him, and ftablifhed 
in the faith, as ye have 
been taught, abounding 
therein with thanklgiving* 


Pretences of fuch as would divert you from Chrift. 
Nor would I have you think that I am over offi¬ 
cious in giving you this Caution, and that I 
write about a Matter of which I am wholly ig¬ 
norant, as having never been amongft you,* for 
tho’ it is indeed true, that I am abfent in the 
Fleih, and fo cannot fee with my bodily Eyes 
what is done amongft you ,• yet I am as it were 
prefent with you in my Spirit (^), and have 
a thro’ Infight into your Affairs, as you may 
eafily perceive by the Commendations I give 
of your orderly Behaviour, in maintaining your 
Chriftian Liberty, and the Stedfaftnefs of your 
Faith in Chrift (<?); whereby I teftify the Joy 
I have in my knowing this of you. As you 
have therefore already acknowledged Chrift 
Jefus as your Lord, and fubmitted your felves 
to his Inftru&ion and Government, perfevere 
herein, ordering your whole Courfe as he has 
directed, being firmly and clofely united to 
him, as a Tree is by its Roots to the Earth, 
and the Parts of a Building to its Foundation $ 
and being well eftablifhed in the Belief of the 
Myftery of God, in calling the Gentiles , ac¬ 
cording as you have been inftru&ed already 
by Epapbrcis j and in this Manner improving 
in the Belief of the Love of God to you, offer¬ 
ing Thankfgivings to him. But take care that no 





NOTES. 


5 (d) ’Ee uvtL /xetjt In the Spirit.'] As this Hands oppofed to cv crapiti in the Flejh, it 
« feems moft reafonable to underftand it of St. Pauls own Spirit, and not, as fome have 
thought, of the Holy Ghoft. Compare 1 Cor. v. 3. 2 Kings v. 2 6. 

(e) Stedfaftnefs of your Faith in Chrift.] Confidering that St. Paul did not efteem thole 
Gentiles to be ftedfaff in the Faith of Chrift, who fubmitted to the ceremonial Law, Gal. v . 
1, 2. it is but reafonable to underftand him here, as commending the Stedfaftnefs of their 
Faith in Chrift in that Refpeft, agreeably to what follows in this Chapter. In like Man¬ 
ner is Faith to be undetftood, v. 7. ' 

E Man 
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TEXT. 


Mari ftiake a Prey of you, and fcduce you M m "»■ fpoil * 
from this your Faith, thro’ the vain Deceit JuVdecdr, Lftmhe 
©f Philofoohy, follow inn the Tradition of Men, ditton of men, after the 

and the Rudiments of the World and not fol- Chrift.°So 

lowing Chrift (/). And fuch Care you had 
heed ufe } becaufe by leaving Chrift ydu Will 

lofe 


NOTES. 

9 (f) Many are of the Opinion, that St. Paul has here a Refpfcfl to the Heathen Philo* 
fophers, as well as the Jewijh Doftors, apprehending that both of them would ufe theiff 
Endeavours to ffeduce the Gentile Converts at Cohfs : But it hardly feems probable, that 
he thought the Chriftians there would be in much Danger from the Heathen Philofo¬ 
phers, who defpifed the Ghriftian Religion for the Sake of that little they knew of it, 
counting the Do&rine concerning Chrift crucified to be FooJiJhneJs; and whofe Pride and 
Sratelinefs made them difdain to difptite with fdch fis had not the Reputation of being 
themfelves Philofophers, and would much more make them fhuti any free Converfation with 
fuch defpfcable People as the Chriftians wete in their Eyes. And tho’ an Athenian Cu- 
riofity might make them willing to hear fbmewhar cf It ; yet, as we may fee from 
the Ufage Sr. Paul himfelf met with* Scorn and Contempt were thought fufficient to 
ferve inftead of a formal Difpure and grave Confutation, ASts Xvii. 18., 32. Nor were 
rhofe Philofophers likely to work much upon profefled Chriftians, if they attempted it ; 
for their avowed Enmity to Chrift, and his Religion, would have been an Antidote 
againft the Mifchicf, which they might endeavour to do by their Perfwafions, and Ar¬ 
guments. What has been faid of the heathen Philofophers, is in a great Meafure applica¬ 
ble to all thofe Jewijh Dottors, who were prDfeffed Ehemies to Chrift and his Re¬ 
ligion : Nay, they look’d upon themfelves as bound, by their Religion, tofhun the Con- 
veifation of uncircumcifed Gentiles, ABs x. 28. John iv, 9. I think therefore it, is moft 
reafonable to fuppofe, that the Seducers he would arm them againft, were fuch Jews 
as made a ProFeflion of the Chtiftian Religion, but yet retained a great Fondnefs for 
their old Religion ; and therefore earneftly prefled the Gentile Converts to join the 
La ws of Mofesj and Chrift together. The Refpeft tbefe Men pretended to have for 
Chrift, would procure them much Regard from Chriftians; and fo render them the 
more fit Inftruments to feduce and pervert them. Thefe were the greateft Hin- - 
deiers of the Progrefs of the Gofpel, and gave St. Paul the moft Trouble ; and 
againft thefe he takes much Pains, in moft of his Epiftles, to guard and fortify the 
Gentile Converts. And if whatever we meet with in this Chapter, relating to Se* 
ducers, can be fhown to be applicable to them ; I Fuppofe every one will allow that it 
is wholly fuperfluous to feek for any others as intended. There can, I think, be no 
doubt, that in fpeaking of the tradition of Men y and the Rudiments of the 

World, he had a Refpeft to the Things about which the Jews were exceeding zea¬ 
lous. This is true, whether we underftand the "Tradition of Men , and the Rudiments of the 
World) to relate to one and the fame Thing, the Law of Aiofes } or whether we under¬ 
ftand, as I think we rather ought, two diftinft Things to be intended. By the Tradi¬ 
tion of Men t thus con fide r’d as diftinfl, are meant thofe Rules which were devifed by 
Men, by the Jews of former Times ; and which were not to be found in the wrirten 
La w, tho* they pretended they were handed down to them From Mofes , Thefe they 
reckoned the Hedge and Fence of the Law, and made the obferving them as necefla- 
ry, as the obferving the Precepts of the written Law. Our Saviour ieverely condemned 

them 
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them upon thif Account, Matth, xv, i— 8. And St, Patti was himfelf, before his Conr 
verfion, a great Inftance of Zeal for thefe Traditioop; wjiich, ?s his W#rds fhe^, h,e 
judged of the higheft Account in the Jewifk Religion, Gal. i. 14. I profited, fays he, 
in Judaifm above many of mine own Age in my Nation, being more exceedingly zealous for 
the ‘Traditions of my Fathers. And among thefe I would rank their worfhiping of Angels, 
and any Aufterities they any of them pra&ifcd upoa themfelves, which had no Foun¬ 
dation in the Mofaick Law. 

By the toryfiict of the World he certainly means the Cexepaonial Law, both here 
and v. 20, as may appear by comparing, Gal. iv. 3, 9. It may perhaps be thought a 
ftrong Objettion againft the making thefe two diflinfl Heads of Difcourfe, that St. 
Paul mud then be thought, in treating of them in his following Difcourfe, to have in¬ 
verted the Order in which he here fets them down. But in Anfwer it may be faid, that tho* 
that Nicety is fometimes preferibed among the Rules of Oratory; yet a Negleft of it 
may be found in all Authors, and particularly in the facred Writers* See Matth . 
xii. 22. Phtlem . v. y. Mr. Le Ckrc , in his Supplement to Dr. Hammond , has fhewn that 
the Word fignifies fometimes a Shadow , which Senfe does admirably fuit Sr* 

PauVs Defign, as anyone mud fee, who carefully examines the Context; for the eppLA- 
tikS>s in the next Verfe will then (land mod exactly oppofed to Shadows. See the Npte upop 
it. And to the Paffages which he has produced for this Ufe of the Word of roi^eloy, I 
would add this Paflage out of Lucians Cronofolon . Nop/ <ruf/, i 7rd}i)Lbi * ottotav to 

roty/iov 45<r'w h. Upon which there is this Scbolion in Gravity's Edition, T ^ cUTlV®" 
Ta jjAjb (rapetrav 'tifeAyq&oo/udpw teyet ctkkav, btw y&f ojjtIuj roiyuov IkaKw. He [peaks 
of the Shadow of Bodies , which was circumfcribed by the Rays of the Sun , for that they called 
roiyjTtov. Befides, this well agrees with the Conclufion of his Argument, v. 16 , 17- 
Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in T)rinh, or in RefpeR of an Holy-Lay, or of the 
New Moon, or of the Sabbath-Dayt (which all belong to the Ceremonial Law) which area 
Shadow of Things to come , but the Body is of Cbrift. One would guefs, from his Conclufion, 
that he had fomewhere in his Argument fpoken of thefe Things as Shadows, as well as 
of Chrift as the Body or Subftance : But he has not done it at all, unlefs in the Place un¬ 
der Confideration. So that the 17th Verfe may well be taken for an Explication of v. 8, 
p. which would determine the s-Qiy&A to fignify Shadows ; which feems to be farther 
confirmed by this, that after he had exprefly called them fo, ufing another Word 
he prefently, v. 20. returns to his former ExprelHon; If ye then be dead\ with Chrifi, crjLT 

^■Qtyeicov from the Shadows of the World . 

I know of only one Obje£Hon againft this Interpretation, and that is, that tho* it is 
true, if St. Paul had only ufed this phrafe here and v. 20. the Interpretation would have 
been eafy and natural enough ; yet it can hardly be fo now, fince he had ufed the 
fame before in writing to the Galatians, Chap. iv. 3. where he is treating of the fame 
Thing he is here, viz. the Ceremonial Law 3 and fince there the roryeiA are the firfe 
Rudiments of Inftru&ion, or as we call them the A. B. C. therefore in like manner we 
fhould underftand the fame Phrafe here. 

I own the Obje&ioo is very confiderable, and kept me a good while in Sufpence. All 
that I have to reply to it, is, that in the other Epiftle, he treats indeed of the Cere¬ 
monial Law, but it is under a quite different Ailufion : There he reprefents the fiews 

as Minors, or as little Children put to School; and Chriftians as grown Men come to a 
Maturity in Undemanding and Knowledge. See Gal. iv. 9. Whereas in the Epiftle to the 
,i Colofiians, there is not the lead Hint of any fuch Thing ; bur his Difcourfe evidently turns 
Upon k comparing the Law to Shadows, and Chrifi to the Body or Subftance, as appears by 
v. 17. and therefore, fince r otyJiA will allow this Senfe, it ought to be embraced. We 
may obferve, that he many times ufes the fame Phrafe in quite different Senfes: So oy 
TS/f iTTH&viQif, Eph . i. 20. and vi. 12. muft be differently underftood: In like manner 
iv <ta$kI has various Senfes in feveral Places. Mr. Locke , in his Note on Gal. iv. 3. 

gives a good Reafon why he fpeaks of thefe Things as being of tie World ; * be- 

* caufe, fays he, the Obfeivancea and Difcipline of the Law, led them not beyond the 

hi i Thing! 
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lofe all divine Bleflmgs , for all .hofe BI e «tog S £“£■ <»'»f 
which proceed from the Godhead, and where¬ 
with we are filled (V) 5 dwell in Chrifl truly 

and 


notes. 

« Things of this World, into the Pofleflion or Tafte of their fpiritual and heavenly In- 

* Thi^bSne now foppofed, that the Tradition of Men, and the Rudiments, or rather 
Shadows of the World, are entirely Jewifh ; the Philofophy and vain Deceit here mentioned 
muft entirely belong to them alfo: For that Phihfophy and vain Deceit, by which he 
feared left any one fhould make a Prey of them, was after # or according to that Tradi¬ 
tion and thofe Elements or Shadows ; and confequently was ufed by fuch as were fond of 
thole Things. That many of the Jewifh Converts might be acquainted with the Heathen 
Fhilofophy, is eafy to be believed, fince this was then common among the Jews, who 
blended it with their Religion ; as may be Teen by many Paflages in Jofephus, and many 
more in Philo. Thefe Converts from JudaiJm, St. Paul thought moft dangerous to thofe 
who from among the Gentiles believed, as one may perceive by many Paflages in his 
Epiftles. Tit . i. 10, 14. —iii. 9. 1 Tim. i. 4, 6 , 7. —vi. 20. Nay, the chief Defign of the 
Epiftles to the Homans, Galatians , Epkefians, and Philippians, is to arm them againft fuch 
Seducers; and fo it is likewife oF this Epiftle to the Colojpans, as I hope more fully and 
clearly to fhew, under the next Se£Hon. This Place, as it ftands with the Context, de¬ 
serves to be compared with Eph. iv. 14,15, id. 

9 (g) n«V To 'TzhttfvfAct All the FuJnefs of the Godhead .] This Expreflion 

does not fignify all the Petfeftions that belong to the Godhead ; nor is that Senfe counte¬ 
nanced by any the like Expreflion, that I can remember, in the whole Bible. Indeed, 
the Term F ulnefs connotes feme Veflel wherein that Fulnefs is contained, and that the 
Fulnefs is fomewhat different from the Veflel which contains it; which may, for ought 
I know, be the Reafon why no fuch Fulnefs is ever attributed to God ; but always when a 
Fulnefs is aferibed to him, it is that Fulnefs wherewith he fills other Beings. The Fulnefs 
therefore of the Godhead , I think, is not to be underftooa of any immanent Fulnefs of 
the Godhead, but of that abundance of fileflings wherewith the Godhead Alls us ; juft: 
as we have a fomewhat like Phrafe, v. 19. increafetb with the Increafe of God ; Purely not 
with any Increafe in the blefled God himfelf, but with that Increafe which he efFe£fcs 
and produces in us. It is the fame Thing which he calls, All the Fulnefs of God, Eph. iii.' 
19. That ye might be filled with all the Fulnefs of God, i.e. all fuch Fulnefs as God is wont ro 
bellow, a Fulnefs not oF one Angle Gift, but of all the Gifts which are needful for 
Chriftians. In like manner, Eph. i. 23. the Church is called the Fulnefs of him that filleth 
all in all, which I underftand, as I faid before, of the Father; but fuppofing it meant 
of the Son, it is ftili fuch a Fulnefs as I fpeak of, not an immanent, but a tranfient Ful¬ 
nefs, fuch a Fulnefs wherewith he fills the Church : And thus the Fulnefs of Chrifl , Eph. iv* 
13. is to be explained in the fame Manner. The Fulnefs then of the Godhead, is that Plenty 
of excellent Gifts, which from the Godhead was communicated to Chrift, by him to be 
imparted to us, in order to the filling us; it is, according ro the Evangelifts, a Fulnefs of 
Grace and Truth, fuch Grace and Truth as came by Jefus Chrifl , and are received by us, 
John i. 14- t< 5 , 17* And thus this Expreflion is much the fame in Senfe, with what he 
had ufed juft before, v. 3. In him are bid all the Treafures of Wifdom and K owl edge. I 
can’t tell, but that fome may regard the Judgment of St. Jerom ; and therefore I will 
here take notice, that he certainly had no Appcehenflon, that the Fulnefs of the Godhead 
neceflarily implied any fuch Senfe as fome have put upon it; nay, he muft have allowed 
that Senfe in which I have explained it; for thefe are his Words upon Gal. iii. 13. We fe 
de plenitudine G 5 de forma Vei evacuavit, formam fervi accipiens, at in nobis habitaret pleni - 
iudo divimtaUs , domini fitrtmus t ferns , i, e. 1 Chrifl emptied himfelf, of the Fulnefs and 

* Form 
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io bodilv. And ye are com¬ 
plete in him, which is the 
head of all principality 
naDd power. In whomalfo 
ye are circumcifed with 
the circumcifion made 
■without hands, in putting 
off the body of the fins 
of the flefb, by the cir- 


and fubftantially (b). And accordingly you have 1 o. 
been filled by him, who is the Head of all 
Principality and Power (/), and whom there¬ 
fore you ought not to forfake out of a pretended 
Refpedt to them. By whom alfo you have 11 r 
obtained the true fjfiritual Circumcifion (k), by 
putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fldh (/), 

in 


NOTES. 

1 Form of God, taking upon him the Form of a Servant, that the Fulnefs of the Godhead 

* might dwell in us, and we of Servants might become Lords,’ Moft agreeably to the 

Explication I have given of the Fulnefs of the Godhead, that dwelt in Chrift, does Sr. Paul 
immedately add, [ieti trs Iv ew-nS which we have render’d, And ye are 

complete in him j but it would have led the Englijh Reader much better into the Apoftle’s 
Thought, had it been render’d, And ye are filled by him* 

(h) Bodily.'] i. e. really and fubftantially, and not after the Manner of Type* 

and Shadows. The Antitbefis is very agreeable, when ^oiyjdct in the foregoing Verfe is 
explained by Shadows. St. Paul feeras to repeat at the 17th Verfe, what he had faid here, 
and by his Ufe of the Word cw/zcc there, fhows how <rco[j.&li)tcoc is to be underftood' 
here : Which [JewiJh Obfervances] are a Shadow of "Things to come ; but the Body is of 
Chrifi . Compare Heb. viii. 5.—-ix. 23.—-x. 1. In like manner is Truth to be tinderftood, 
John i. 17. The Law came by Mofes ; but Grace and Truth came by Jefus Chrif: Where Truth' 
can’t be underftood as oppofed to Falfhood, but to the Types and Shadows of the Law, 
St, Aufiin entirely concurs in this Interpretation, for in his Notes upon Pfal . lxvii. or, after 
our numbering, the Jxviii. he thus explains this Place : ‘ In ipfo quippe inhabitat omnis pie - 

* nitudo divinitatis , non umbraliter tancjuamin Templo a rege Salomone fafto, fed corporaliter, 
4 id efi folide atque veraciter* * In him dwels all rhe Fulnefs of the Godhead, not like a 
4 Shadow , as in the Temple built by King Solomon , but bodily, that is, fubfiantial/y and 
4 truly* 

10 (/) The Head of all Principality and Power.] He here lays in a Caution a gain ft their 
being drawn from Chrift to the Worfhiping of Angels, of which he fpeaks afterwards, 
v. 18. 

11 {k) Circumcifion made without Hands.] He diftinguifhes the external Circumcifion made 
with Hands, from the internal and fpiritual, which could not be made with Hands, 
Bom. ii. 2S, 29. while the Jews had the former, St. Paul claims the latter, as now 
wholly belonging to Chriftians. Hence, when he cautions the Philippians, Chap . iii. 3. 
againft JewiJh Deceivers, he vouchfafes them not the Name of Circumcifion. Beware, fays 
he, of the Concifioo} for we are the Circumcifion. And when the JewiJh Converts urged 
the Gentiles to fubmit to Circumcifion, he here fhows they bad no Need of it, having 
already received the true Circumcifion. 

(/) In putting off the Body of the Sins of the Flejb .] He fpeaks of the Vices of the Unrege- 
neratef and the Virtues of the Regenerate, under the Figure or Notion of a Man ; calling 
the former the old Man, and the latter the new Man, Chap. ffi. 9, 10. Eph . iv. 22, 24^ 
the former we put off, the latter we put on ; as- tho’ a Man ceafed to be, as it were, 
the fame felf he was before 3 whereby is only fignified an entire Change of Habits. Thus 
Mens Vices are fet out as a Body, and fuch a Body as is to be crucified and deftroyed, or of 
which we are to be entirely divefted. Thus Fom.yu 6 , Knowing that our old. Mao is crucified 

with 
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in Baptifm, which is the Circumcifion of Chrift^ 
or the Chriftian Circumciiion ; and fo can have 
no Need of the Jewifl) Circumcifion . in the 
Flefli. And this putting off the Body of the 
Sins of the Flefh, was fignified to you at your 
Baptifm (m); wherein, as Perfons dead, you 
were in a Manner buried, being put under the 
Water: In which Baptifm is aifo represented 
your Refurrettion, together with him to a new 
Life, thro’ a Belief of the great Power of God, 
who raifed him from the Dead (#)• And 
you, when you were in your forlorn Condi¬ 
tion as Gentiles, dead in your Sins ( 0 ), and 

when 


ctimerfioD of Chrift* Btt- it 
rted with him in baptifm, 
wherein alfo you are rifen 
with him } thro* the faith of 
the operation of God, who 
hath raifed him from the 
dead. And you being 15 
dead in your fins, and the 
uncircumcifion of yonr 
flefli, hath he quickncd 
together with him, ha¬ 
ving forgiven you all tref- 


notes. 

with hint, that the Body of Sin might he defrayed , that henceforth wejhould not ferve Sin. Wheti 
he here calls this Body, the Body of the Sim of the F/eJb, heahas a Refpeft to the Source from 
whence thefe Sins fprang ; to which Purpofe he fpeaks ofithc flelhfto, viii. 4 >' 5 i l2 > 1 J* 

xiii. 14. and in many Places. 

12 (m ) This Verfe is in Purfuance of what he had faid in the former, viz* to fhow 
that th eColoJpam had obtained the true Circumcifion by Baptifm, in as much as thereby 
they made a Profeflion of being dead with Chrift, and of being raifed together with 
him to a new Life. 

(n) A let f 'nWicos f c y^yeietf fv ©ga TV eyeipcto\@' ewfbv lx, vtKfay. *ithro* the 
Faith of the Operation of God y who hath raifed him from the Dead.] Tho* our Tranflation may 
be juftified, yet being ambiguous, it is apt to miflead the Reader. I believe few, who 
only read the Englijb y think of any ThiDg elfe, but a Faith which is wrought in Men 
by God ; hut this feems not to have been St. Paul's Thought, who, if I miftake not, 
fpeaks of a Belief of the Power of God, exerted in railing Chrift from the Dead. The 
Operation of God is not fpoken of as the Caufe, but the fubjeSt Matter of their Faith. The 
Syriac is exprefs for this Scnfe. And as our riling here to a new Life, is attributed to 
the Belief of God’s Power in railing Chrift ; fo St. Peter fpeaks of God, as begetting us again to 
a lively Hope y by the RefurreSlion of Chrift from the Dead y 1 Pet . i. 3. And again, v. 21, Who 
by him do believe in God that raifed him up from the Dead t and gave him Glory , that your 
Faith and Hope might be in God. Moreover, it is to be obferved, that the happy Change 
made in their Condition, is attributed to their Faith in the Power of God, in railiiig Chrift ; 
and not to any Refpeft they had paid to the Law of Mofes : Which is farther inculcated in 
the next Verfe. 

13 C <0 Bead in your Sins.] The like we have Eph. ii. 1,5. and in both is meant the de¬ 
plorable Condition they were in as Gentiles ; which is deferibed in very moving Terms, Eph, 
i v * 1-7 — 1 9 * Ti hat ye hen oefor th walk not as other [unconverted] Gentiles walk in the Vanity of 
their Mind y having the Underfunding darkned , being alienated from the Life of God y thro 11 the Ig¬ 
norance that is in thfm % becaufe of the Blindnefs of their Heart \ who being paft feeling) have given 
themfelves over unto Lafciviwfnefs, to work -all JJnchatweft with Greedinefs, 
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TEXT. 

J 4 pafles ; Blotting out the 
hand-writing of ordinan~ 
ces that was againft us, 
which was contrary to 
uSy and took it out ot the 
way^nailing it to his crofs: 


(p) In the 'Undrcumcifton of your Flejh.] As God had called the Coloftlans , when uncircum- 
cifed Gentiles , and had without any previous Circumcifion quickneJ them with Chrift; 
this was a clear Evidence that Circumcifion, and a Conformity to the Law of Mofes, were 
not required by him as Terms neceflary for their obtaining his Favour, and their being 
admitted into his Church* 

(f) The Agent fpoken of in this, and .the two next Verfes, is God the Father, who 
qmckned the Coloflians together with Chrift forgave their trefpaffes, blotted out the Hand-writing 
of Ordinances , nailed it to the Crofs, dive/led Principalities and Powers , &c. This is fo very ob¬ 
vious, according to the grammatical Conftru&ion of the Greek) that l fhould not have thought 
it needful to have mentioned it, were it not generally over-look*d by Commentators. 

14 (r) ri xetfl’ yjaesyty.qw roif fbyfxatcnv. Blotting out the Hand-writing 

ef Ordinances that was againft us .] \V"e cannot well mils the general Defign of this Place, 
abd efpeCiaily, if we compare it with Eph . ii; 14, 15. He is our Peace , who hath made both one , 
and hath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between us ; having abolijhed in his Flejb the 
F.amity, even the Law of Commandments contained in Ordinances, for to make in himfelf , of 
'twain, one new Man, fo making Peace. But it is ftill a Doubt how we are to explain the 
yjeie?y&<pw* or Hand-writing here. The proper Senfe of that Word is a Writing fubferibed 
by a Perfon, whereby be obliges himfelf to another; thus the Bill which a Debtor gives to 
hi$ Creditor, whereby he owns himfelf indebted to him, and promifes him Payment, is 
his Chirographum t And tho* the Word is not there ufed, St. Paul properly gave his Chiro- 
graphum to Philemon, v. 18, 19. But the Difficulty is how to accommodate this to the Cere¬ 
monial Law, or to the Ordinances, and merely pefitive Obfervances, wherein the Hand¬ 
writing lay. Now this muft be explained, according to the Party whofe Hand-writing this 
is fuppofed to be. If it be fuppofed to be the Hand-writing of the Jews , the Senfe will 
feem to be this; that they by obfemng the preferibed Services of the Law, did bind them- 
felves to God, and make an open Profeflion of being his peculiar People, renouncing Fel- 
lowfhip with all Gentiles, as excluded from that Privilege. And as long as the Obligation 
to that Service lafted, this muft be underftood to be not only the intended, but the real 
and true Declaration of fuch Obfervances, which may well be Laid to be againft, and con¬ 
trary to the Gentiles ; but when once the Obligation to that Service ceafed, as it did at the 
Death of Chrift, the State of the Cafe was quire alter’d : And tho* the Jews might conti¬ 
nue thofe Services with the fame intention and Defign they did before ; yet the Gentiles 
could not properly be affc&ed thereby, fince the Miftake of the Jews could not make 
any real Alteration in the Cafe of the Gentiles . God therefore, at the Death of Chrift, 
blotted out the Hand-writing of the Jews in thofe Ordinances, making that Service, from 
that Time, to be no farther to the Prejudice and Difadvanrage of the Gentiles ; the Hand¬ 
writing of the Jnvt was thenceforth as ufeiefs and infigniheant, as a cancelled Writing. 

On 
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when you were uncircumcifed (/>), hath God 
the Father («) quickned together with Chrift, 
forgiving you all your Trefpafles. Blotting out 14* 
and vacating the Hand-writing that was contained 
in pofitive Inftitutions and Ordinances, which 
was a Difadvantage to us Gentiles > feparating 
us from his People and Kingdom (r) ,• this he 

removed 


NOTES. 





cot 0SS1ANS. 
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removed from between u., and them W, and ft« Pt' ’ 

nailed it to his Son’s Crofs. And having ta made a fl 1L . w D f them 
ken from the good Angels their Authority (?) 3 openly, triumphing over 

lie l'ubic&cd them to Chrift, and propofed them 
publickly as an Example ot cheerful Obedience 


notes. 


On the other hand, this may be centered as theHa*A-wr,U»g of God himfelf, which 
he Give to the Jtvr, and then the Matter is to be explained to this I-urpofe: God 
had 6 been pleafed to ere ft his Kingdom among the Jew,, and he obhged and mgaged 
himfelf to take them for his People; to teftify and declare this he gave them the Law, 
which preferibed Circumcifion, and other Ceremonial Services, by which he diftiDgmfhed 
them from all People that were upon the Face of the Earth ; he declared moreover, that 
he intended in due Time to put his Kingdom into the Meffiahs Hands, when he would 
enlarge it, and then the Jtwi fhould belong to it, in cafe they fubmttted to the Mel- 
fiah s Rule. This Obligation under which God fo peculiarly laid himfelf to. the Jews % 
was, while that Covenant lafted, contrary to the Gentiles^ feparating them like a mid¬ 
dle Wall from God's People and Kingdom ; but when the Jews obftinately refuted to be 
fubjea to the Meffiah, and even crucified him; they thereupon ceafed to be his pecu¬ 
liar Kingdom and People, and the Obligation on Gods Parr ceafed to them as a People, 
and they feverally flood upon the fame Terms with the reft of the .World ; the Obliga¬ 
tion was cancelled, and as they nailed the Meffiah to the Crofs to deftroy him, God, as it 
were, nailed the Hand writing he had given them to his Crofs alfo, that is utterly deftroyed 
or vacated it. The Difference is but fmall, which ever way it is taken, and the Reader 


is left to take his Choice. 

(0 'Aut<$ YifyAv t* pAv*. He took it out of the Way.] That is, he did not fuffer it to 
continue fti 11 between us and the Jews y to feparate us from one another. The Apoftle had 
the fame Thought here, that he had in Writing Eph . ii. 14. where he fpeaks of the Break - 
irg down the middle Wall of Partition between us y viz.* Gentiles and Jews . The Reader ought 
to obferve the Reafon why this is mentioned, and that is to fhow that the Colojpans were 
not to fubmit to the Law, in order to their being accepted as God's People3 and it is 
from this that he makes his Inference to that Purpofe, v. 16 , 17. as the next, that is, the 
15th Veife is in Order to his drawing another Inference, v, iS, 19. 

15 (f) ' A'TTix.S'vo'cLpfy®- 7'ctf jl£K<nccf. Having fpolled Principalities and Powers 

The Senfe given of this Verfe in the Paraphrafe, is fo wholly different from what has 
been ever laid by any Commentators upon it, that it will not be ftrange if the Reader be 
at firff fhock’d at it: And it will be the more neceffary to take fome Notice of the Explica¬ 
tions which ufe to be given, and hint the Miftakes they carry in them. They then moll 
certainly are much out of the Way, who are for rendering the Words thus, Having put off 9 
{viz. hisPlefh] he openly made a Shew of Principalities ; for they do not obferve what is yet 
very plain, that this d.7r$K<Pv<r(L{j$p®- is not predicated of Chriff, but of God the Father. See 
v. 13. and Note (q). Now it is too evident, that nothing of this Nature can be affirmed 
concerning God the Father, Again, they who avoiding that Miflake, do with our Tranfla- 
rors underltand what is here faid concerning the evil Angels ; and fuppofe they are fpoken 
of as fpoiled, and expofed to publick Scorn and Contempt at the Death of Chrift, feem to 
build entirely upon the Expreflions here ufed, which they think will bear fuch a Senfe as 
they put upon them; but they do not fo much as attempt to fhow how they came in, or 

what 
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what Relation they have toj or Connexion with any Part of the Context; which carries 
in it an Insinuation, as tho* St. Paul were a yery carelefs Wrirer ; than which nothing can 
appear more unreafonable to any one,'whahas read his Epiftles with Attention, and has ob¬ 
served how clofe a Reafoner he always ihews himfelf to be. The Way to difcover St. 
Paul's Meaning, in any particular Paflage, is to obferve the chief Defign he is driving on, 
which he never lofes Sight of, tho’ his Reader without much Attention eafily may. In this 
Way the feveral Steps he takes, and ,the Advances he makes in his Arguments toward what 
is his chief Aim, may be more eafily difcern’d > nor is this more neceflary in any Place, than 
that before us. Now to lead the Reader into St. Paul s true Meaning, let him obferve 
that rhe 16th and 17th Verfes are deliver’d as an Inference from what he had faid at v. 14. 
"Let no Man therefore judge yet* in Meat or in Drink, or in RefpeH of an Holy-Day, or of the New 
Moon, or of the Sabbath-Days 5 which are a Shadow of ^Things to come , but the Body is of Chrifl . 
This is well and juftly inferred from 1/. 14* where he fays,: God has blotted out the Hand* 
'writing of Ordinances that was againfi us , and took it out of the Way. But v. 15. now under 
‘Consideration, and which comes between the Foundation or Ground of the Inference, and 
the Inference it felf, has not the leaft Relation to one, or the other. There muft certain¬ 
ly be fome Reafon for this Procedure, that a Matter fo entirely foreign to his Subject 
fhould be inferred between Things fo clofely connected, as are v. 14, 16 , 17. The only 
Reafon I can perceive for this, is that as he lays down v. 14. the Foundation of one In¬ 
ference, viz* that which he delivers v. 16,17. lo in this v. 15. he lays down the Founda¬ 
tion of another Inference which he defigned to draw ; and which he accordingly a&ually 
delivers, v. 18, 19. Let no Man beguile you of your Reward, in a voluntary Humility , and 
worjhipping of Angels, intruding into tbofe "Things which he hath not feen, vainly puft by his fiefhly 
Mind', and not holding the Head, from which all the Body by Joints and Bands having Nourijh* 
ment , miniftred and knit together, increafeth with the Increafe of God . The Reader may try if 
he can devife any other Reaton, but this now afligned, why v . 15. is placed in the -Mid¬ 
dle between two Parts of an Argument, to which it has not the leaft Shadow of any Rela¬ 
tion. This then being fuppofed, rbat v . 15. is the Foundation of the Inference drawn v. 18, 
19. it is manifeft that theymuft both belong to the fame SubjeCt; and that as the Worfhip he 
cautions them againft, «/. 18. is the Worfhip of the good Angels (for certainly the Colof- 
fans were in no danger of being drawn in to worfhip the Devil, and his Angels, and 
Therefore did not need to be cautioned againft it) fo the Principalities and Powers , men¬ 
tioned here in this 15th Verfe, muft be the good Angels alfo ; for other wife this can be no 
"Foundation for the Inference he makc-s.- Thi-s will be farther confirmed by looking back 
to v . to. where the Apoftle had what he here fays in his Lye, and is paving his Way to the 
Caution he defigned to give them. And, fays he : ye ire compleat in (or ye are filled by) 
him, who is the Head of all Principality and Power. Chtittians are filled by Chnft, as from 
him they derive Nourijbment, whereby they increafe with the Increafe of God, v . 19. And why 
does he fay they are filled by him, who is the Head of all Principality and Power, but to hint 
to them that they were not filled by any Principality or Power ihat was in Subjection to him ? 
And muft not then all Principality and Power, there mentioned, fignify the good Angels? 
Could he fufpeft they imagined they were filled by the evil Angels? And does not this 
clearly lead us to expound the Principalities and Powers, v. 15. where he refumes that Sub¬ 
ject of the good Angels? So far the Matter feems clear, the only Thing frither neceflary, 
is to fhowhow the feveral Expreflions, here ufed, will bear to be applied to the good Angels. 
The whole Verfe may be thus rendered: And having divefed principalities, he propojed them 
publicity as an Example, making them to triumph in him. The Word &'7ri)i<Pv<7djufy&' here 
rendered, having divefied , is ufed in much the fame Senle, Chap . iii, 9. Compare alfo Chap. 
ii. 11. What is meant by this rendering, is that whereas the Angela, before our Saviour’s 
Time, feem plainly to have had Provinces and Dominions allotted them, one prefixing 
over one Country, and another over another Cou .try, &c (To which Purpofe, fee Dan. 
x. 19, 20, a 1.) this Power was taken from them, at our Lord’s RefurreChcn, and -the Com¬ 
mencement of the World to come ; and they being all dittoed of their Dominion, were 
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to him *, caufing them to triumph t in Chrnft ,||. 
j 6. Since then God has quickned you Gentiles, 
when you were dead in Sms and uncimjfflcHedj 

and 


them in it. Let Ho min 
therefore judge you in 
meat or in drink, ot in 


NOTES. 


placed in aSnbjcftion toliitn. This is the perpetual Repretfentatfofl-of the Holy Scriptures, Heb. 
ii. 5. Unto the Angels hath he rut put in SubjeSfcio n the World 1 0 oome. Heb. i. 6 . When he again 
bringetb in the firft Begotten into the World, he faith : And let all the Angels of God worjhip him.. 
1 Pet. i ii. si. Who is gone into Heaven, and is on the Right Hand of God, Angels, and Authorities , 
and Powers being made fobjefifc unto him. Epb. i, 20 , 21. He raifed him from the Dead, and 
jet him at his own Right Hand in the heavenly Places, far above all Principality,, and Power, and 
Might, and Dominion, and every Name that is named. Philip, ii. y, 10. Wherefore God alfo bath 
highly exalted him, and given him a Name, nsfaitib is above every Name \ that at the Name of Jefsts 
every Knee pouldbow , of Things in Heaven, and in Earth, and under tbelEartb. And it may 
deferve retnatkiirg, that tiro’ the Angels are feveral Times called Gods in the Old Tefta- 
ment, which was vefy proper in that Situation of Things, wherein they had a propet 
Dominion and Authority committed to them \ yet after dheir Dominion ceafed, and the 
World to come began, at our Lord’s Refarre&ioo, they are never called Gods, that is, they 
are never called fo in the New Teftament; not fo much as in thofe Citations out of the 
Old Teftament; wherein they were (tiled fo. See Heb . ii. 7. What is in the Hebrew, Those 
haft made him a little lower than the Godi^ is, in the Apoftle’s Citation, Thou baft made 

him a little lower than the Angels. Compare Heb. i. 7. 

* , 'EJ'«yp*THTfflr iv trappHr'iet. He made a Shew of them openly. J The Parapbrafe ren¬ 
ders it, he propofed them publicity as an Example, that is, an Example of Subje&ion and 
Obedience to Chiift. I queftion whether the Word is ever to be found in aDy Author, 
except fuch as comment opon, or refer to this Place ; and as the Meaning of it is to be 
gather’d trom Jiiyfs.a, from whence it is derived, there is >no Necefliry of taking it in an 
ill Senfe nay, when the Expofing to Contempt and Difgrace is designed, we find the Word 

is itfed, Matth. j. Heb. vi. 6 * And yet even v^eftP^ypLct is ufed in a 

good Senfe by [[aerates, in Evagor . p . m. 578. where he has xicAA/ra pttyisct tHyyidr 

Tti, and much more may dityfict and its Derivatives be fo under Hood. 

t OeittfjtCMtTiti etuTx\. Triumphing over them .] The rendering in the Paraphrafe is juftified 
by our Tranflatorv who have in that Manner tranflaced the fame txprelfion, 2 Cor. ii. 14. 
Thanks be to God, T&f w&v\oti ^cxetyLCdlovTi ta TrS yeirfi, who always caufeth us to 

triumph in Chrift. The orher Senfe here given of this Word of triumphing over, or of leading 
in Triumph, is not difagreeable CO either of the two Places, wherein Sr. Paul ufes it. Plutarch 
in Romulo thus ufes the Word, idesdtiGdLti fietenKiU. The Latin Word triumphare is ufed 
in the fame Manner, whence Virgil. Georg, iii. v. 33. has, btfque triumpbatas gentes. t And. 
Ovid. Amor . i. Eleg. xv. v. 16. trisemphati orbis. And Aurelius Vidior de Viris illuftr. in Metello 
Mace don. Aoh&os triumphandos . And LaHantius, Lib. vi. c. 23* Hie terrnm tnumphabit. It 
feems the Vulg. Latin took the Word in both Places in thia Senfe, rendering it here fr/- 
umphans illos, and 2 Cor. ii. 14. qui nos jumper triumphat. Upon which Place, Sr. Jerom. ad 
Hedib. quatjl* xi. thus commems 1 Triumphat nos , pro eo quod eft triumphat de nobis. Jive tri“ 
umphurn fuum agit per nos ; qui in alio loco dixerat, Speftaculum faffs fumus mundo, &» angeli /, 
ftp bonumbus. If the Word is taken in this Senfe, and we render it, he led them in triumph by 
him ; the Paflage will marvelloufly agree with that which is reckoned parallel to it, Epb. 
iv. 8. He led Captivity captive : Concerning which fee the Appendix. 

II ’Eir a. jjttiS. In it .] Our Tranflators have here referred the tm tJ to the Crofs, which 
is utterly dilagreeahlc to the Apoftle’s Scope, as is the Reading 6v gi/A a vt c* ravrf. The 

rendering 
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lefpeBt of an holy-day, or cancelled the Hand-writing of Ordinances j 

17 the* fabbath-day^^'which let no Man take upon him to pafs Sentence upon 
are a fhadow of things to you, that you beiong not to the Church of 
come; but the body is of <3 0 d . becaufe you do not obferve the fame 

guile^'you"ofyoiir'rewaidj Ordinances with themfelves about Meats, or 
in a voluntary humility, Drinks, or Feafts, or New Moons, or Sabbath- 

Days ,• which Things were only a Shadow or 17, 
Type of Things that were to come, but are 
now actually come, Chrirt being the real and 
fubftantial Blefling, which they obfcurely fha- 
dowed forth; and while you retain the Sub- 
ftance, you will not need the Shadow (ze>). 

And fince he has diverted Principalities and 18. 
Powers, let no Man take upon him to con¬ 
demn (x) you, while he pleafes himfelf with 

an 


NOTES. 

rendering in our Margin is yet worfe, in himfelf becaufe it goes upon the Miftakc that 
Chrift is fpoken of as doing thefe Things » whereas it is evident, it is the Father who is 
laid to do them by him. Upon the whole, the only proper and rrue rendering, is in, oc 
hy him, that is, Chwiji . 

1 6 (h) Ke^fcTo, Judged The Senfe is fufficiently expefled in the Paraphrafc, which is 
grounded upon a parallel Place, Rom . xiv, 5. Let not him which eateth not, judge him that 
tateth \ for <*od hath received him , The Meaning of which is, let not the Jew , who fcruples 
the indifferent Ufe of all Meats, judge the Gentile to be out of the Church of God, be¬ 
caufe he puts no Difference between Meats, but freely and indifferently nfcs all; let him 
not, 1 fay, judge thus of the Gentile, fince God has received him into his Church. See more 
there in what follows in the Context. 

17 (a>) Tc $ fkifitt to 2££trB. The Body is of Chrifl,] As the Body ftands oppofed to the 
Shadow, it muff fignify the Reality, Truth, or Subffance of the future Thingsand fo con¬ 
firm the Interpretation before given of {rufxuliKvf, v. 9. This Body orSnbft3nce, he fay*, 
it of Chrift ; that is, belongs to him, rs his, is only to be found or fought in him, and not 
in the Law. 

i 5 (r) KxIae&CdttTa. Beguile.] The Word is ufed by Lemojlhenes , adv. A/teid. to fig- 
nify condemning , and (o KxletjC^etCAjitv is explained by Vhavorinui by act}cLKeiveiv, as well as 
by I am fenfible, that Chryfofiom , and the Greek Commentators, who follow 

him and Zo»*r<u on C.\n. xxxv. of the Council of Laodicea, have affixed the other Senfe to 
the Word which our Tianflators feem to embrace. They tell us, that it imports that one 
getstht Vidfoiy, and another obtains the Reward ; but I don't fee how this can be applied 
here, fince it was impoffible any one fhonid lofe the Reward, who did not lofe the Victo¬ 
ry. And therefore Q ecu mew us, after he had given that Senfe, following Chryfojlcm, fubjoins 
the other. MuJVif J/xaV MhA nd ss this makes the 

beO Senfe, fo it feems to be confirmed by v. iG, 

P ft 


(y) 
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an Humility ( v), and worrtiipping of Angels »“U wwQiipping of an, 
(z) of his own devifing, boldly prying into, ^ «*** iat0 thofc 
and dictating about Matters which he knows 

nothing of; and this he is led to by his JewiJh 

Temper, 

notes. 


(y) b T&'T&voygpf null* In a voluntary Humility,] It is reckoned fomewhat doubt¬ 

ful, wirh what dihav is to be conne&ed, and fo not eafy to determine certainly the exa& 
Senfe of the Verfe. If it is to be joined with ftwJVr, it might be rendered either, Let no 
one, whoever he be, condemn you \ or, let no one who has a Mind, or is forward to do i/, condemn 
you : But if we join it with what follows, the Senle runs thus, Let no Man condemn you, plea- 
fir g himfelf in his (fuppofed) Humility , and his worjbipping of Angels, In this Senfe is the 
Word ufed, a Sam, xv, 16, ’Otuc wdiAHxat iv aoi t l have no Pleafure in thee, i Sam . xviii. zz. 
^The King hath Delight in thee. This Senfe Teems agreeable enough to theDefign of the Apoftle* 
And indeed, that is rather to be joined with Lv TATHyop&o-iwH, and fo to be interpreted 

of an ungrounded Humility, may appear, becaufethis bell reconciles it with the appearing 
Oppofition of the Word funv/tfl/jQ', which follows ; fuch conceited Humility beiDg very 
con/iflent with Pride and AfFe&ation. Befides, v, 23; feems to determine this to be the 
Senfe, for the b here, anfwers to crk$z\o 9 fiio-Kei(L there; and therefore, as 

hereby is meant a Worfhip that proceeded from their own Will, and nor from any divine 
Appointment ; fo the dkhav b Ta.'Teimp&o-wjH, mull fignify their choo/ing and affe&ing an 
Humility of their own deviling, without any Prefcription from God. Only let it be noted, 
that what St. Paul here reducesjto two Heads, viz, voluntary in Humility , and worjbipping of 
Angels ; he has v. 23. expreffed by three, viz, Wilbworfbip , Humility, and negleHing of the 
“Body, This, perhaps, {hews that he includes the NegleH of the Body under the general 
Term of Humility, in this i8rh Verle. So that Humility here will then fignify two Things, 
the Pretence they went upon in introducing the Worjbipping of Angels , concerning which 
fomewhat will be laid in the next Note ; and the NegleHing of the Body, which will be ex¬ 
plained when we come to v. 23. If any one diflikes this, he may conlider the NegleH of 
the Body as a new Head added there, tho* not mentioned before \ nor will this make any 
odds, provided only that the Apoftle be underllood to fprak of the fame Perfons. 

(s) OffunuicL rff dfyiwv, ‘lie Worjbipping of Angels,] If I have made it plain, that what 
St. Paul fays v, 8. may relate wholly to the Jew/Jb Converts; I hope to do the fame concern¬ 
ing what we meet with here, and in the reft of the Chapter: And then there will appear to 
be no Need of any Alliftance from the Notions of the Gnoflicks, or of the Heathen Philofo- 

5 hers (any farther than as the Jews borrowed fome Opinions from their Philolophy) in on? 
er to explain any one Part of this Epiftle. 

The l hrafe it lelf is capable of three Senfes, and no more, that 1 can think of. 1. It 
may fignify Angelical Worjlyip, or that Worfhip which is paid to God, by Angels ; and fo it 
•would intimate, thatthefe Perfons pretended to refine their Worfhip, by attefting an Imi¬ 
tation of the Angels in theirs. This Senfe feems not to fuit well here, becaufe it does not carry 
in it any Shew or Pretence of Humility, which yet St,Paul feems to imply it did, while he 
joins it with Humility* Every one fees this had the quite contrary Appearance of Pride* 
2. This might fignify the Worfhip taught or preferred by Angels , which might be by fome 
particulai InftruGion they pretended they had received from them i as Tertu/lian adv, Mar- 
tton, Lib,.v,c, ip. thus explains the Place: Aliquot tax at , qui ex vijionibus angehets dicebani 
tihii abfhvendum l ve attigeris, nt gujt avert s % i. e. 4 He reproves thofe 3 who from angelical Vi- 

‘ fiona 
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• fions required the Abftaining from Meats, touch not, tajlenot; * tut fuch a Pretence to 
Communion with Angels, and to the receiving private InftruGions from them, carried in it 
rather the Appearance of Pride than of Humility. Or again, hereby they might labour 
to eftablifh the Obligation of the old Law, becaufe it was giveD by Angels, A8s vii. 53. 
Gal. iii. 19. Heb. ii. a. but neither can this Senfe be allowed, becaufe as this was a cer¬ 
tain Truth, that the Law was fo given, he could not>upon fuch an Account, have taxed 
them with intruding into the‘Things they bad notfeen. And therefore, it is neccflary to fix 
upon the other Senfe yet behind, which is, 3. That this fignifies the IVorjbip paid to the Angels . 
The DoGrine which th c Jews had received, and which the Converts from among them 
brought along with them, was borrowed in a great Meafure from the Heathen Philofophers, 
2nd efpecially from Plato , or Pythagoras ; which probably gave St. Paul occafion to caution 
the CoJoJpans againft the Deceit nf Philofophy, v. 8 . The DoGrine which they thus re¬ 
ceived, they endeavoured, as it is very natural to Men to do in the like Cafe, to confirm 
by the Holy Scriptures. We may learn what this DoGrine was from Philo the Jew, who 
fpeaks of it in more Places than one. I will tranflate one PafTage he has much 10 my Pur- 
pofe, in his Treatife De Somniis, p. 586. 4 There are other Souls that are moft pure and good* 

1 who have a greater and more divine Judgment and Underftanding,and defire nothing at all 

• that is earthly ; thefe are the Prefidenrs or Princes of the Almighty, like the Eyes, and Ears 
4 offome Great King, beholding, and hearing all Things; thefe the Philofophers call De- 

• mons, but the Holy Scriptures ufe to call them, and that moft properly, Angels ; for they 

• carry the Father’s Commands to his Children, and the Childrens Wants to the Father; and 
4 therefore the Scripture reprefents them as afeending, and defeending. Not that he needs 
4 fuch Intelligencers, who before-hand knows ail Things; but becaufe it is expedient for 
4 us Mortals to make ufe of fuch Mediators and Arbiters, that we may the more admire and 
K reverence the fupteme Governor, and the great Power of his Government.* [ 2 V. B. How 
exaGly does rhis agree with ihe pretended Humility , which St. Paul joins with the Worfhip-* 
ping of Angels?] ‘ From a Senfe hereof we fometime defiied a Mediator, Speak thou to 

• us, but let not God/peak to us , lejl we die ; for we can’t bear, not only his Chaftifements, 

4 but even his exceeding great and pure Favours, if he fhould immediately himfelf beftow 
4 them upon uwithouf the Intervention of fuch Minifters.* 

If we look into the Old Teftament, we find by many Hiftories recorded therein, that the 
Angels are employed by God in miniftring to h.s People ; and the fame is confirmed by 
feveral Paflages in the New Teftament alfo. The Prophet Zachary, Chaff . iv. 10. informs 
us, that there are /even of them that are the Eyes of the Lord, that run to and fro thro ’ the 
whole Earth ; with which we may compare, Rev. i. 4, —iv. 5. —v. 6 . This DoGrinc was 
carried farther by the Jews , who looked upon thefe Angels as Mediators between God and 
his People, in carrying their Prayers to him. This appears by the PafTage juft now cited 
from Philo , who perhaps in comparing them to the Eyes and Ears of a Great King , alludes 
to what Zachary fays. The fame may be confirmed by the Book of Tobit, Chap. xii. 12. 
where the Angel Raphael is brought in as faying: I did bring the Remembrance of your Prayers 
before the holy One. And v. 15. lam Raphael, one of the /even holy Angels , which prefent the 
Prayers of the Saints, and which go in and out before the Glory of the holy One. Mr. Jof. Mede, 
Difcourfe x, p. 41. obferves, that neither St. Hierom , who tranfiated Tobit out ot the Chaldee, 
nor the ancient Hebrew Copy, fet forth by Paulus Fagius (and in Likelihood tranfiated out 
of the fame Chaldee Original) read the 15th Verfe, as do the lxx, the Trar.fhtion of which 
1 ' have given , but only fay, l am Raphael, one of the feven Angels, which jland and minijfer 
before the HolyBJeffed One. This is true, but it ought farther to be remarked, that what they 
have not exprefTed at v. 1 5. they feem both to have done at v. 12. Hierom' s Tranflation has: 
1 offered thy Prayer to the Lord. Fagius"s Edition : / introduced your Tears hef. r e the Holy Bleffed 
One , It was a natural Confequence of this DoGrine, that if the Angels were fuch Media¬ 
tors, a Worfhip was due to them, viz. that the Saints fhould offer up their Prayers to God 
by them, offering them up to them, that they might prefent them to God. This catticd 
in it a Shew of Reverence and Humility, which is Philo's Pica for it } and confirms the 

Account 
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NOTES. 

Account given of the Apoftlc^ M^sning in this Place* I think the feme is confirmed by 
vhat is added in the next Verfc, concerning thnfe who maintained this Worfliip of Angels,, 
that they did not bold the Head ; that is, by appointing and making Ufe qf other Mediators, 
the Angels, they virtually difowned Chrift as the one and only Mediator* 

This gives Light to the two firft Chapters of the Epiftle to the Hebrews , for as that is di- 
refted to the Jezvijb Converts, we from hence learn the Reafon why the Author fo laborioufly 
proves, that Chrift is fo vaftly fuperior to Angels, viz. that he might take them off from 
giving mediatorial Worfhip to the Angels, which they were very much inclined to, and 
fix them in their Regard to Chrift as the only Mediator j nor can I doubt, that in the 
Ep 1 files to the Ephejians, and Philippovs, written about the fame Time, he had this in 
View (tho’he "docs nor there expicfiy mention it) in averting, and that very often in 
the former of them, the Advancement uf Chrift above all the Angels ; which might be al- 
fo the Dcfign of St. Peter, in fpeaking of the fame Thing, I Pet, iii. 22. 

What I have hitherto faid relates to the Jews in general, I mean all but the Sadduces , 
who denied there were any Angels, Ail xxi:i. 8. I would now add, that St. Paul feems 
to me to have here a more efpecial Regard to one particular Se& of them, the Effens . As 
what he mention,*/. 23. of the Neglecting of the Body , will be fhown prefently to fuit them ; 
fo they had fomewhat peculiarly among them relating to the Angels: For thus Jffephus^ 
Be beb'o Judaic. Lib . ii. c. 7. five 11. allures us, that when they received any into their Num¬ 
ber, they made them moft folemnly fwear, ‘ That they would keep or obferve the Books of 

* their Se£l, and the Names of the Angels with like Care.* If any one fhould enquire why St. 
Paul makes fiich exprefs Mention of this Cuftom only in his Epiftle to the ColoJJlans , K 

. queftion whether a better Anfwer can be given than this, that he underftood fome were then 
. bufy to introduce this Pra£Hce, and forefaw that it would afterwards prevail in thofe Parts y 
and therefore he thought it the more heceflary to caution them againft it. It is a remarkable 
Note that "Teodorit has upon this Place; 1 They fays be, who defended the Law, taught 

* Men to worfhip Angels, faying, the Law was given by them. This Mifchief continued 

* long in Pbrigii; and Pifidia. Hence the Council that met at Laodicea in Phrygia, made a 
4 Law againft praying to Angels y and to this very Day are to b_* feen among them, and in 

* the neghbouring Parts, the Oratories [Houfes of Prayer] of Sr. Michael .* It may not be 
: amifs hereto fet down the 3 5th Canon of that Council, which probably was held about 

the Middle of the 4th Century. Thus then runs the Canon ; ‘ Chriftians ought noc to leave 
4 the Church of God, and go, and name Angels, [Compare this with the PalTage juft cited 
4 from Jofephusy and with Philip . ii. 9. Eph. i. 21. Heh. i. 4.] or gather Aflemblies ; if there- 
4 fore anyone is found to pra&ife this fecret Idolatry, let him be Anathema , becaufe he 
4 has left our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, and has turned to Idolatry.* I can't but 
here take notice, that it may leem probable, that it is for the fame Reafon our Saviour in 
the Epiftle to the Laodiceans, Rev . iii. 14. fpeaks of hitnfelf to the fame Purpofe, as Sr. 
Paul does here to the Coloffians , and fliles himfelf the Beginning of the Creation of God , an- 
fwering to Col . i. 15, the Firft-born of every Creature . And as St. Paul reprefents them as dt m 
ceiving themfehes with a vain Shew, and as vainly puft up by their ftejbly Mind , CoL ii. iS, 2.3. So 
Chrift in likeManner fpeaksof them as miftaking their Cafe, Am/. iii. 17. ‘fhoufayeft, l am rich , 
and increafed with Goods , and have need of nothing ; and knoweft not that thou art wretched, and 
inferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. St. Paul taxes them for not holding the Head, Chap . 
ii* 19. reprefents all Blejftngs , as in Chrift, v. 3,9. and therefore prefles their Adherence to 
him, v. 6. So Chrift, v. 18. I counfel thee to buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, &c> of me , and 
not of fuch as they were by that Time prevailed upon to have Recourfe to ; and who can 
they more probably be than the Angels ? 

Pi. B. After I had finilhed this Note, and indeed all my Papers, I had the Curiofity to 
confulr Dr. Hudfons Edition of Jofepbus 3 where upon the Paftage I have cited, I was agree¬ 
ably furprized with this Note of Dr. Aldrich : Difficile ditlu eft , cur EiTeni Angelorum nomina 
suftodierint 3 an <yuod its ad morborum remedia in car mi nib us fuis uterentur ? Anguod angel is cut - 

turn 
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things which he hath not Temper, which puffs him up with a vain Con- 

tjSsfleftiy'Ltfinj’ nJt • that he know*, and is fit to judge of every 
holding the head, from Thing (a). But while he pays Worfmp to ip, 
which ail the body by Angels, he doe$ not adhere to Chrift, who is 

Murifhment miniftred|anf the Head from whom all Chriftians, which are 
jniit together, iacreafeth his Body, derive Supplies of Influence, (juft as 
with the mcreafe of God. ^ Body by Joints and Bands has 

Nourilhment miniftr-ed from the Head, and is 
united to it) {#), and fo increase with the In- 
creafe of God. 


MOTES. 

tHfft ahfuent exhilerent^ quem nwtpe darnnat Apoftclus, in Col. ii. iS ? Cerie relief ua qua, ibidem 
dTmmfintnr, Eftznouxm'funt t & feflenis comeniuntprater cdterot. * Tis'hard to fay why the 
4 Effens tooic ibcfa Care of the Names of Angels. Was it that they made ufe of them in 
4 their Charms to cute ®ifeafe6 ? Or did they pay them any fuch Worfhip, as the Apoffle 
4 condemns, Co/, ii. I8 1 ? The other Things there condemn’d, are certainly theiis, and 
4 ag*ee to the Effem above all -others,' 

(wi) ’trxn <pv<rtvfjflfA©~ TV vote E (TrtfxAf jlot*. Vainly ptffed Up by his ffeffbj MittdJ] I 
think f have rruly exprefled the Apoftles Senfe in the Pa-raphrafc, nor will this, I believe, 
be much queftioned by ihofe who con fide r how he often ufes the Terms <r<t^ and <rctf- 
YJy.lsy particularly in the following Texts, Gal. iii. 3. 2 Cor. xi. 18, ('Upon both which fee 
Mr. Loch.) Pbilip.i ii. 3,4. Heb . vii. i6>—ix. 10. The JeanJI) Temper might well be called 
a flejbly Mindy fcecaule they prided themfelves fo exceedingly in ffejhly Matters, as in their 
flefiily Lxtra&ion, their Defcent from Abraham , Ifaac , and Jacob, and in their fleihly 
Law and Obfeivanccs, in the Marie tluiy had in their flefh by Circruncifioii, in 
their Wafhings' and Sacrifices, which onJy purified the Flefh, and were only 
moved by the flefhfy, that is, prefent temporal Rewards and Punifhments, /polcen of 
in their Law. Their Minds were fleihly, while they magnified themfelves *upon the 
Account of fuch Things as rbefe ; and where Men are thosfWeird with a gteat Conceit of 
themfelves, it is natural to them to pretend to great Things, and to be dogmatical and 
domineering. Farther, by what he here fays, thac they were vainly puffed up, it appears, 
that the Humility he mentions was not true and real, but only a-fiefled and pretended. Up¬ 
on the whole, the Thing he cautions again 11 : is the bVorpipping of Angels \ the Pretence 
by which this was endeavoured to be ufher’d in, was, that this was mofl: agreeable to 
Humility ; what St. Vaul fays their intruding into ^Things they had not feen t their being 
puffed up by a flejhly Mind , and not holding the Head, is his Cenfureupon their Conduft-; and 
when he fays: Let no Man judge or condemn you in this Refpettj he means, that th eColof* 
flans fhould not be moved with, oral all regard any fuch Judgment. Compare o. 16. 
ip (£) Compare Epb, iv« 1 6* 
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CHAP. II. 20—HI. 4. 

CO N T E NTS. 

S T. Teiul had hitherto diretfted his Difcourfe entirely ‘to the 
Gentile Converts to Chriftianity, who were at Colofs ; but in 
this Section, he applies himfelf to the Converts from Judaifitly re¬ 
proving, and arguing with them. His great Defign is to convince 
them of the Unreafonablenefs of their impofing upon the Gentiles 
the Obfervation of the McJ'aick Law ; and of the Obligation they 
were under to mind much higher and more important Matters: The 
former he argues from the Character of Chriftians, that they are 
dead with Chrift, from a 20. to the End of the Chapter; the lat¬ 
ter from their being rifen with Chrift, which was another Part of 
the Character of all Chriftians, in the four firft Verfesof the third 
Chapter. The not ob frying this change of Addrefs, in his Dif¬ 
courfe, has made the laft Verfes of the fecond Chapter exceeding 
difficult, not to fay unintelligible, to Expo/itors. 

T AR AT ERASE. TEXT. 

2C» A ND as to you jewijh Converts, who \TI7Herefore, if ye be 2 a 
invade the Liberty of the Gentiles , let 
me expoftulate the Matter with youj if you 
own Chrift as the Head of the Body, and 
your felves to belong to his Body, you muft 
own your felves to be both dead, and rifen to¬ 
gether with him ; if then, you are dead with 
Chrift from the Rudiments or Shadows of the 
EWorld (r), why as tho 1 you were not dead 

with 

NO T E S. 

20 (c) It will doubtlcfs'be thought by many, at the firft Sight, that too great a Liberty 
ii taken in making St. Paul here entirely change the Perfons to whom he direQs hirDil- 
oouife ; but I hope-to fatisfy all confiderate and attentive Headers, who will weigh the 
Keatons 1 fliall allcdge for my Suppofition. 

Now 
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the world ; why, as tho’ 
living in the world, are 
ye lubjeft to ordinances 


with him, but were ftill out of his Kingdom, 
and living in the World (d) 3 do ye ftill dog¬ 
matize, that is, require fuch a Compliance as 
you do with the Injunctions, and ritual Precepts 

of 


NOTES. 


Now here I defire it may be obferved, that this, is not the only Inftance, in Sr. Paul's 
Epiftles,of fach a Change* We have juft fuch another, Rom . vii. 1. He had all along thro' 
the latter End of Chap. vi. from v. 11. to the End, addreffed himfelf to the Gentile Con¬ 
verts in the Roman Church, in the fecond Perfon: Likewife reckon ye your /elves to be dead, dec. 
and then in the firft Verfe of Chap.vW. continuing ftill to ufe the fecond Perfon, he dire&s 
his Difcourfe to the Converts from Judaifm in that Church : Know ye not t 8cc. Concerning 
which Mr. Locke fays thus : ‘ That his Difcourfe here,* [Rom. vii.] * is addreffed to thofeCon- 
« verts of this Church, who were of the JewiJh Nation, is fo evident from rhe whole 
• Tenor of this Chapter; that there needs nomore but to-read it, with a little Attention, to 
4 be convinced of it, efpecially vex. 1, 4, 

It will be here obje&ed, that Sr. Paul does in that Place give warning of his changing 
his Addrefs, by the Claufe which he adds: Know ye not Brethren (for [/peak to them that know 
the Law) how that the Law, &c. 1 anfwer, that there are two Things occur in the Place 

before us, which plainly require us to allow the like Change, r. That this renders his Dif- 
eourfe confident, which otherwife 1 can't fee how it can be. He had all along before com¬ 
mended rhe Colojftans for their Stedfaftnefe, in maintaining and defending their Liberty ; fee 
Chap. i-4»tf, 7,-2 3. Chap. ii. 5,6, 7,10. nor does he, in any one Place I have obferved, pafsthe leaft 
Cenfure upon them in this Refpefi ; it is not therefore to be eafily fuppofed, that, quite con¬ 
trary to the Commendations before beftowed on them, he would here blame them for being 
fubjeS to JewiJh Ordinances ; as yet he really does, if he here fpeaks to the Gentile Con¬ 
verts, and the <PoypLa!}'i£i&i is ufed in a paflive Senfe concerning them, according to the 
!Mind of our Tranflators, rendering it: Why are ye fubjeft to Ordinances ? This Difficulty iu 
the common Interpretation offered it felf at firft Sight to me, before I obferved the Change 
oFAddrefr ; and it put me upon examining whether there were no Copies, that read it in the 
SubjunSive dcyfLctji^ntdiy why fhouldyc# be fubjeH to Ordinances ? bur I don’t now wonder 
that I could find nothing to countenance fuch a Reading, z. St. Paul gives in this Place as 
plain a Hint that he {peaks to the JewiJh Converts, as he does in the other to the Romans ; 
nor will what he here fays fuit any other Peifons. The Exprefiton, 1 now infift on, is that 
which ftands, as it ought, in the very Beginning of the new Addrefs: And if ye are dead 
with Chrift , from the Rudiments [or Shadows] of the World , Where does he ever ufe fuch a n 
Exprelfion concerning the Gentile Converts, who were never under thofe Rudiments, and 
fo could have no Occafion to die to them ? This wholly belongs to the JewiJh Converts, 
concerning whom he ufes much the hike, Rom. vii. 4. Gal. ii. 19. 

(d) For the Underftanding thefe metaphorical Expreffions, a Regard is to be had to Sr. 
Pauls Stile, in which the Rudiments or Shadows of the World are the fame Thing as the 
Ceremonial Law; and to be dead to the Law, Ggnifies to bedifeharged from the Law : Com¬ 
pare Rom.vi. 14.—vii. 4. He fuppofes that the Law had Power over Men only till Death, 
Rom. vii. 1. and that Death freed Men from all Obligation to it; and confequently, if the 
y^Chriftianawere dead with Chrift, as their BaptiTm declared them to be, their Ob¬ 
ligation To the Law ceafed, and it was an entirely new Life they were thenceforth to live ; 
which he expreftes thus, Rom . vii. 6 . Now we are delivered from the Law, that being dead 
wherein out were held, that we jhould ferve in Newnefs of Spirit, and not in the Qldne/s of the 
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1. of the Law_(f) ? The Precepts I mean, are 
fuch as thefe: 'Eat not (/), tafte not, nor fo 
much as touch with . a Finger fuch or fuch 

2. Meats $ which were yet all made by God, to 
be confumed by our Ufe of them (g): And 
why do you require thofe Things, which are 
only according to the Doctrines and Com- 

. mandments of Men (b) t Which Things 

having 


(Touch hot, tafte not, han- 1 1 
die not; which all are to zz 
perifti with the nfing) af¬ 
ter the commandments and 
do&rines of men ? Which 23 
things have indeed a fhew 


NOTES. 

Letter. Now, fays he, if this he the Cafe, why do you aft inconfiftently with this you* 
Profeflion, and as tho* you continued juft as you were before your Converfion j and ftili 
lived in the World, under a Difpenfation that is of a worldly Nature, Heb. ix. I. as tho* you 
were ftili in the World, not called out of it, and brought into the Kingdom of God, which 
is the Kingdom of Heaven, and not of this World. Compare John xv. jy. —xvii. 14, 

I fay, why do ye dogmatize ? 

(e) &oyixcLli£e&c t Are ye fubjeH to Ordinances'll This feems not to be true concerning 
the converted Gentiles at Colofs> as I obferved before ; nor would our Tranflators perhaps 
have render’d this pallively, as they have done, had they perceived that he is befpeaking 
now the Jeiuijb Conveiti. &oypL<t]i£eiv is explained by Diogenes Laertius f Lib . iii, c. 51. 
to fignify to deliver an Opinion as a certain Maxim or Axiom. tfoy^etjUfeiV cfoVft* 
'r&kvaij a* to vofxoBijtiv> vofMi tT o dogmatize is to enjoin Opinions, as vopotfejetv 
is to enjoin Laws. If J'oy/j.et}i£i&l be ufed paflively, it may be predicated of the Opinion, 
but properly it cannot, I believe, of the Perfon who is fubje&ed to it, I own the Apoftle 
takes r gresr deal of Liberty in his Ufe of Greek Words, not tying himfelf up to ftritteft 
Propriety in the Ufe of them ; and fo the harfh Ufe of the Word, in which our Tran¬ 
flators have taken it, might perhaps be j-vlif»cd, if there were an abfolute Neceffity for 
it, and it could not conveniently be taken ' p' ; , hrr ; but it is far otherwife here, when 
the proper Senfe of it beft fuirs the Defign Of cht 

21 (f) Mi) Touch »°t-] ft is render’d, in the Paraph ufe, Eat not; which Senfe 
©f the Word is to be met with in Lexicographers, and beft fuits this Place, where there is 
a Gradation : Don't eat , no nor yet tap ; nay % nor fo much as touch fuch and fuch “Things,. Thefe 
Things relare wholly to Meats. See Lev . xi. 8,11, &c* 

22 (£) °A ^dyjct «V <p do&v TH (LTro^xrei, Which all are to perijh with the TJJtng .] The 
Expreflion, which ever Way underftood, determines that St. Paul in the Words before 
only fpeaks of Meats and Drinks, and that they are miftakeo, who would interpret u \1 

H* from 1 Cor ‘ vil * i- The Senfe, fet down in the Paraphrafe, feems to me to be the belh 
Compare herewith 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4, 5, 

(*0 A fl er th * Commandments and DoHrines of Men .] Thefe Words are commonly joined 
in ConftruQion to the End of v, 20. thus : Why are ye fubjeH to Ordinances , after the Com¬ 
mandments and DoHrines of Men ? But 1 muft own that that Conftruftion feems very pre¬ 
carious to me. I can hardly think that the Apoftle would fay, that thefe Ordinances were 
impofed or fubmitred to as the Commandments and Doftrines of Men; when it is plain,, 
they were once the Commandments and DoHrines of God ; and whoever impofed or fubmitted to 
them, did it under that Notion. If we compare Ifa . xxix. 13, Mattb . xv. ju Mar. vii, 7. we 
flull find, that the Expreflion is ufed of fuch Things as were never prefcribed by God, but 

were 
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of wifdom in will-wor- 
fkipi and humility, and 
negJefting of the body, 
not in any honour to the 


(*) having ipdeed a Shew of Wifdom (z), in 
Will-wormip (|| ) 3 and Humility, and neglect¬ 
ing of the" Body (f), ferve to the diflionoura&l y 

gratifying 


NOTES. 

« 

were only devifed by Men. And therefore I choofe to refer this entirely to the WorJIsipping 
of Angels t and fuch other devifed Methods of Worfhip, which were truly after the Com¬ 
mandments and Do&rines of Men, God having never given any Rule at all for them ; and 
fo I would underftand him to fay : Why do ye dogmatize about the Woffhip of Angela &c. after 
the Commandments and Vo&rines of Men ; •which ‘things having indeed a Shew of Wifdom , &c. 
See the laft Note upon Chap. iii. 4. 

25 (*) This Verfe has always been efteemed very obfcure and difficult. For my own 
Part, I could never meet with any Explication of it that feemed tolerable. The Ethiopick 
Tranflators tranflated only the Beginning of if, which things have a Shew of Wifdon \ but 
left out all the reft, as Dr. Mills fays, becaufe they did not underftand it. That which per¬ 
haps caufed the greateft Obfcurity in it was, that it was not obferved that 'zrKturi/.ovlu) 
J jeLfKoe at the End of the Verfe, was to be joined in Conftru&ion with artvct ’fit in the 
Beginning, which feems to make all eafy. What he aflerts therefore, is, that thefe things^ 
while they carry in them forne Appearance 0 } Wifdom , do ferve only for the pleajlng a carnal Mind, 
What made me firft look the more carefully fora different Conftruttion of the Words, 
from that which our Tranflators followed, was the odd Pofition of the,«fy), as it appeared 
ro me, there being no J that follows it. I thought it flood too remote from the Beginning 
of the Sentence, in Cafe it was ro be underflood according to our Tranflation, and that ic 
fhould have been irivcL whereas ir now flands exa&lyin its proper Place, in cafe 

we join together cLrtVfi ££1 'B-x.turiJ.ovljj d ; for it is then put after the firft Word 

of the intermediate Explicatory Claufe, A oyov \yof\ta troptac b> eflsAoflfiwxftct, ret* 

rreivts$ey<rwin y xj dtpeiS'id. <r<y//et 7 ©-. This being obferved, the Conftru&ion of the Verfe 
may feem ealy and plain. 

(f) A oyoy iyov\tL troptaf. Have a Shew of Wifdom .] I think the ancient Commentators, 
and our own Tranflators, did not miftake in the Senfe of hoy®- here } but as 1 underftand 
the Place to have a Relation more peculiarly to the Ejfens y it will appear from what I fhall 
prefently fay of them, that nothing could more fuit them, than what is. here faid; fince 
they made great Pretences to Wifdom, and to Philofophy, and imployed much or* their 
Time in the Study thereof. 

Cll ) Ev e<3-5Ao0fH weld. In Will-worJhipJ] This anfwers to what he had faid, v . 1$. .StKav 
c.v fj$I dyyi\av y Voluntary in the W°rjl/tpping of Angels » and certainly fignifies a 

Worfhip of their own devifing, and which owed its Rife to their own Wills, and not .tc* 
the Will of God ; as the Worfliipping of Angels was doubtlefs of that Nature. 

(t) Kcti x} And in Humility , and negleBing of the Body J 

The Humi\ity % confidered as diftin& from the NegleSing of the Body , has been explained al¬ 
ready- See Notes on v. lS. The Neglefting of the Body is therefore what 1 fhall now give 
an Account of. And as I obferved before, chat St. Paul feems here in his Difconrfe to 
have a more particular Regard to that Se£t of the Jews f that was called EJfens ; I fhall 
now give fome Defcription of them, that the Reader may fee how exattly their Charatter 
agrees with what is here faid. Jofephus gives a brief Account of them. Antiquit, Lib, xviii. 
c. 2. but a much more diftinft and large one, De Bell. Judaic. Lib. ii. c. i. ftve iz. where he 
tells us, they fhun Pleafures as Wickednefs, rhey efteem Continence, and the nor yielding 
to iheir Affe&ions to be Virtue 5 they defpife Marriage, and Riches, and have a Coimnu- 
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gratifying Perfons of a fleflily or Jewifh Dif- fitufywgofthe flrfh. ifi 

6 J .? a , r ,. } t> ye then be men with 

po/ition ||. Again, if according to your Bap- 

tifm, 


NOTES. 

mty of Goods, and count the Ufe of Oyl to be Filthinefs ; in fo much, that if any one 
againft his Will is anointed with it, his Body is deanfed from it- When they trayel they 
take nothing with them, only they go aimed for fear of Robbers, and repair in every. City 
to thofe of their own Sett, who always entertain them with whatever they have ; they 
don’t change their Garments or Shoes till quite worn out and fpoiled; they are Angularly 
religious toward God, and fpeak nothing vain before the Sun is up, but offer their ac- 
cuftomed Prayers to him, praying that he may rife; from his riling till Eleven a Clock, 
they work diligently in rhofe Arts they underftand, then they come and wa(h their Bodies 
with cold Water, and then dine moderately, and repair to their Work again till Evening; 
they diligently Body the Writings of the Ancients, coiletting out of them fuch Things 
efpecially asare profitable for the Soul, and Body ; whence they,, in order to cure Difeafes, 
enquire after medicinal Roots, and the Properties of Stones ; they are (fritter than any of 
the Jews about the Sabbath, for they not only prepare their Meat the Day before, but will 
not fuffer any Veffel to be removed on that Day ; they defpife Adverfity, and conquer Tor¬ 
ments, &e. Befides thefe Things, Jofephus, Antiq. Lib . xviii. c. 2. tells us, that tho* 
they fent Gifts to the Temple, yet they offer’d no Sacrifices ; with whom alfo Philo agrees. 
Lib. J Quod omnit probuJ liber y p . 875* If the next Book of Philo, De vita contemplative t is to 
be underftood to treat of the Effens, or rathet of another fort of them, as Jofephus teftifies 
they were of two Sorts; it would thence appear, that they ufed little for Food, befide 
Bread, and Water; and that they were gteat Pretenders to Philofophy, and Wifdom,. which 
may give the Reafon, why St. Paul warns the Colojfans againft being beguiled by enticing 
fVordt , v. 4. by Philofophy and vain Deceit, v. Sv andthat he fpeaks ot a Shew of Wifdom, 
v. 25. I can’t but take notice of one Exprcflion of Jofephus concerning them ; where, 
after he had fee forth their Opinions to the beft Advantage, he adds: * Thus they fet an 
* unavoidable Bait for rhofe who have once had a Tafte of their Wifdom.* I avoid men¬ 
tioning any thing from that Treatife of P&j/e, De vita contemplat. becaufe Valefius is very 
pofitive in aflerting it relates not to t hcEJfens, tho’ Eufebius, Jof. Scaliger, and Petavius 
thought it did. 1 think I have produced enough to clear the Reafon of feveral of St. 
Paul's Expreffions, and particulary that of neglecting of the Body*. Eufebius has preferved a 
Fragment of Philo's Apology which is loft, relating to the Effens, which the Reader may 
meet with* Pnapar. Evang. Lib . viii, c. 11. For a more large and particular Account of them 
the Englijh Reader is referred to Dean Prideaux's Connection, Part II. Book V. p. 242 — 261 
of the Ottavo- Edition. * 

(IJJ ’Ot'* Tt-p* Ttv* 'srKwrtJLOvtuj f <ret$)L 6?. Not in any Honour to the fatisfying of 

the Flefi.] By the Flefh, L underftand the flefhly Difpofition of thefe Jewifh Dogmatiiers ♦ 
who valued themfelves for thefe carnal Ordinances, but had no relilh or tafte of Thiugi 
of a more noble and fpiritual Nature. And fo the Flefh here will be the fame as the flefh- 
ly Mind, v.iS. and the Exprcflion there, vainly puft up by bis flefhly Mind , does well fait 
what we have here 'tfAj ury.ovtuj f aajxo*, for the fatiaUng , furfeiting, or glutting of the 
Flejb ; for fo that Word fignifies, as in chat Expreflion of Ifocrates ad Demon. asNAcyovu 
tLirdLvlw. And it teems but reafonabte, that we fhould compaie thefe two Expreffions 
as well as rhe reft of the two Verfes, which are manifcflly concerning the fame Thane and 
•hfow confiderable Light upon one another. The other.Expreffion render'd not ip an* Zfe- 
mmr y carries in it a Reflc&ion upon tbefc Judmz.tr /, while « declares what kind of Gratifi¬ 
cation 
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Chrift, fcek thofc things tifin, you are rifen with Chrift, feek the 

rh 1 ^ fiVfPth n°n V rh^h! Things that are above, where Chrift litteth 

* hand of God. Set your af- on the Right Hand ot God ; nnnd, I lay, 3 . 

feQions on things above, th 0 f e excellent and glorious Things that are 

3 FotyVare dead,'and your in Heaven, and not fuch poor Matters as Meats 

Hfe is hid with chrift in and Drinks, which are upon the Earth (k) ; 

for you are dead to them, and fo freed from 2. 

an Obligation to mind them; and your Life 
(/) is hid or laid up (not with Angels, but 
with him with whom you are rifen, even) with 
Chrift in God (m) : But it fhall not always 

be 


NOTES. 

cation thofe Things gave them. And as admits of two Senfer, eirher of which 
will fuit St. Paul's Defign, this is to be explained, according to which of them we choofe. 
It fometimes fignifies,as it is here rranflated,#ow0j#r ; and fo the Meaning would be, that thofc 
Things, whatever they might think of them themfelves, ferve for no honourable fatisfying 
the Flefh ; and thus the Fxpreffion amounts to the fame with that, v. i8. Vainly puft up of 
his fiefbly Mind ; or is equivalent to that ufed of fuch kind of Perfons, Philip. iii. 19. Whofe 
Glory is in their Shame, •who mind earthly things. Again, the Word fometimes fignifies 
the Price, Worthy or Value of a Things and raking it fo here, the Meaning is, thatthefe 
Things ferve for no prof table fatisfying of the Flefh; and fora Comment we may apply 
that Paflage, Heb. xiii, 9. It is a good "Thing for the Heart to be eflablifoed with Grace , not with 
Meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein - 

1 (3k) Not on Things on%the Earth.'] The Subje& St. -Paul is upon, naturally leads to the In¬ 
terpretation given in the Paraphrafe. And by giving.this Account of them, he cads a Con* 
tempt upon the Things they lo highly valued. Compare Rom. xiv. 17. Heb. xiii, 9. 

3 (l) Your Life. } It may be thought that his fpeaking thus, and fo again in the next 
Verfe r Ye Jhall appear with him in Glory , are inconuftenr with the Reckoning that he foeaks 
here to the jfewifb, and not the Gentile Converts; but I think this is a Miftake, becaufe he 
all along goes upon the Suppofition of their being Chriftians r and their being dead, and 
tifen with Chfift; and tho* he elfewhere fpeaks very feverely of the Gentiles , who fubmitted' 
to the Mofaick Law, and reprefents them as fallen from Grace, Gal. v.4. yet I remember nor 
tl)at he does, with the fame Severity, fpeak of the State of the Jewijb Converts, who conti¬ 
nued to obferve the Law themfelves; nay he feems to fpeak in a contrary Manner, 1 Ger. 
iii. 11—15. 

( m) Your Lift is hid with Chrifl in God.] Chrift is reprefentcd as fitting at the Right Hand of 
God, v. 1*. and fince he was there and out of Sight, and- was their Life , as he fays, v. 4. their 
Life as well ai, and together with Chrift, moft be hid from them. The fpeaking of Chrift 
as our Life, is agreeable to other Places of Scripture, particularly John xiv. 6 . —xi. a 5. 
1 John v. 11,12. 1 would add, that Sc. Paul feems to me, in this Place, not barely to fpeak 
of their Life as hid, that is, out of Sight ; but a $ hid, that is, fafely laid up as Perfons Jewels 
and Treafure are hid ; and when he fays your Life ii hid with Chrifl in God, he feems to refer 
to the donble'Security they had for it ; it was hid with Chrift, the immediate Deflower of it, 
and in God the higheft Security of all. The Words therefore of Sr, Paul may be illnftratrd 




CO LO S S I J N s. 


TAR AT HR AS & 



XT 


be hid, for when Chrift who is our Life, 

fliall appear, then iliall ye alfo appear with him then fh a u y e a jf 0 a pp ear 

in Glory 0). with him in R lory. 

NOTES. 


by thc/e of Chrift himfelf, John x. 28—50. I give unto them [my Sheep] eternal Life, and 
thy (hall never perifi, neither jball any pluck them oat of my Hand. My Father which gave them 
me, is greater than all, and none it able to pluck them out of my Father s Hand. I and my 

Father are one. < , , f 

4 (n) Being now come ro the End of the argumentative Part of the Epilrle,^ 1 can t but 

requeft the Reader to look back upon the unufual Order and Method ofSt. Paul's Difcourfe, 
the careful obferving and following which led me into Lome of the Explications I have 
given, and may perhaps fatisfy others of the Juftice of them. 

The great Deiign he had in View, was the eftablifhing the Colo ft arts in their Adherence 
to Chrift \ which he declares in general, Chap, ii. 4—7. In order to this, be thought it 
necelfary to caution them againft two particular Dangers, he apprehended them expofed 
to ; which are, 1. The being drawn in to fubjeft themfelves to the Jeivijh Rites and Cere' 
monies. 2. The being led away to worfhip Angels. By either of thefe, they in EfFe& for- 
look Chrift. In cautioning them againft thefe, he does not firft treat fmgly of one, and 
having fully difpatched it, proceed to the other; but he jointly purfues both together. 
And thro* the whole of this interchangeable Difcourfe, the feveral Parts belonging to each 
Argument are to be joined together, juft as tho* nothing had come between them. He goes 
over thefe no lefs than five feveral Times, and it is worth while to obferve how he treats 
of both, in each of thefe feveral Times, to the fame Purpofe. 

1. In order to prevent their being deceived and drawn away from Chrift, in either Refpeft, 

he lays down his two Pofitions, which he undertakes to prove, and by which he would 
eftablifh his Caution. 1. That all Bleffings, wherewith Chriftians are to be filled, dwell in 
Chrift, and are not derived to us by the JezuiJh Ceremonies, v* 8, 9. 2. That they received 

all from Chrift, who is the Head of all the Angels, v. 10. 

2. He next proves each of his Pofitions. 1. That we are filled by Chrift, and receive all 

Blcfllngs from him without the Law, v, 11 — 14. 2. That Chrift is the Head of all the An*^ 

gels, becaufe they are all by God willingly fubje&ed to him, v, 15. 

3. He draws his Inference or Concliiuon of each Kind, that the Gentile CotoJJians were not 
to be moved by the Cenfures and Sentences of Men upon them, for negle&ing the Jewish 

• Ordinances, and for not worfhipping Angels; and one fingle kP, or therefore is here prefixed, 
but mud be underftood to belong to each Inference, and joined with its foregoing refpe&ive 
Argument. And it is 'likewife to be obferved, that in thefe References he runs back to his 
firft Pofitions. Thefe Inferences are, 1. With Reference to the Law, v. i 6 t 17. 2. With 

Reference to Angels, 18, 19. 

4. Having drawn his Inferences concerning the Gentile CoJofpans, he next proceeds to.in¬ 

fer the Abfurdity of the Judaizjers, who would impofe upon the Gentiles in either of thefe 
Cafes. And he argues from their being dead with Chrift, and one 5 V, or wherefore, ferves 
again to connefl: each Inference to its refpettive Argument. 1. It was abfurd for them to 
impofe the Jewift Ceremonies, v. 20, 21. and former Part of 22. 2. It was abfurd for them 

to impofe upon them fuch Things as never were the Laws or Dottrines of God, but only 
of Men, as in the Worfhipping of Angels, latter Part of v . 22, 23. 

5. He infers, in like Manner, with a fingle «V, or then, the Duty of thefe Judaizers, from 
their being rifen with Chrift, and that in both Cafes. 1. As to the Law, that they had 
greater Things to mind than thofe Ceremonies, Chap. iij. 1, i, and former Part of the Third, 
?. As to Angels, he implies, that fince they were rifen with Cbiift, and fo their Life was 
laid in him, and not in Angels; they were not to worfhip them, latter Part of v» 3,4. 

i think 
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I think it can’t be amifs to give the Reader an entire View of the Apoftle’s Management, 
thro* the feveral Parts of this alternate Difcourfe, putting the refpe&ive Parts of each by 
themfelves, without mixing th<jnrwith each other. 

Thus then he purfues the firft Subjeft, Chap. ii. S. Beware left any A 'lan fpoll you thro Phi - 
lofophy and vain Deceit , after the tradition of Men, after the Shadows of the World , and not af¬ 
ter Chrift —— 9. For in him dvJelleth'all the Fulnefs of the Godhead Bodily' -n. In whom alfo 

ye are circumcifed with the Circtemcipon made without Hands , in putting cff the Body of the Sim of 
the Fleftj, by the Circumcifiop of Chyijlf—r 1 1. Buried with him in Baptifrriy wherein alfoyou are 

tifen with him, thro* a Belief of the Power of God, who hath raifed him from the Dead - 1 3. And 

you being dead in your Sins, 'and the XTnclvcumcifton of you* Ffeft)) hath be quickned together with 
kim t having forgiven you all Trefpaffes-^-^-l/^. Blotting out the Hand-writing of Ordinances , that 

was againft us> which was contrary to us, and took ii out of the Way, nailing it to his Crofs -16. 

Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in Drink, or in RefpeR of an Holy-Day, or of the 
New Moon, or of the Sabbath-Days— 17. Which are a Shadow of Things to come, but the 
Body is of Chrift. — 20* If' therefore, ye be dead with Chrift from the Shadows of the World , 

why, as tho' living in the Worlds do ye dogmatize --21. Handle not , tafte not, touch not ——22. 

Which all are to perijh with the'Uftng " - Chap, iii. 1. If therefore ye be rifen with Chrift , feel r 

thofe Things which are. above , where Chirfift fitteth’on the Right Hand of/God -2. Set your Af» 

fe&ions on Things above, not on Things on the Earth -3.. For ye are dead. 

The other Subje&, relating to the VTorfhipping of Angels, the feveral Parts of it being 
brought together, will Rand thus, Chap. ii. 10. You are filled by Chrift, who is the Head of all 
Principalities and Powers— 0 od bas divefted Principalities and Powers, and openly propofed 
them [as an Example of Subjection to Chiiftj caufing them to triumph in Chrift— — 18. There* 
fore let no'Man condemn fou, being voluntary in his Humility and Worftjipping of Angels, intru¬ 
ding into thofe Things Which he bath not feen , vainly puft up by his ft eft) ly Mind ——19. And not 
holding the Head, from which all the Body y by Joints and Bands ,having Nourijhment mini fired and 
lwit together , increafetb with the IncVeafe of God— -—22* Why therefore , if ye are rifen with 

Chrift, do ye dogmatize after the Commandments and Dottrines of Men -23. Which Things y 

having indeed a Shew of Wifdom in W*ll-worft)lp t and Humility , and negleRing of the Body, are 

for the fatisfying of the Flefh, without any Honour - Chap. iii. 3. If therefore ye are rifen 

with Chrift, your Life is hid [not with Angels, but] with Chrift in God ——4. [And] when 
Chrift , who is our Life , fhall appear , then Jhall ye alfo'appear_witb him in Glory [there can 
be no Reafon, why you fhould forfake Chrift to worfhip Angels] The purfuing two fuch 
Subjects alternately, may well be allowed to leave Room for taking in under the Utter 
fome few Things, Kom from the former and larger. I can’t think this a Blemifh in 
Sr. Paul Difcourfe, for however he has interwoven thefe Things one with another, yet he 
has done it very handfomely, and there is a good Refemblance between the two, in the 
feveral Steps he takes. - Somewhat of this Nature Mr. Locke has pSferved, in the Epiftle to 
the Romans. See his Note on Rom. vii. 4. And others have thought the like may be difeerned, 
in iThejf.u .^—8. whether juftly or no, I fhall not now enquire. In the Difcourfe under 
Confederation, I can’t fee any .Reafon to doubt, that he does not lefs than five feveral Times 
go over the two Points I mentioned together; perhaps fome may think that I ought to 
have made them fix inftead of five, dividing the fecond into two, the former contained in 
v.iiii2* and the latter in v. 13,14,1 5. Town I am not averfe to this, cho* it does not 
feem fo clear and eafy as the reft. I refer the whole to the careful and attentive Reader 
of St. Paul . 


SECT. 




Chap. III. 


C0L0SS1ANS. 

SECT. VII. 


CHAP. III. 5 — 7 * 
CONTENTS. 

§ 1'. <paui having difpatched the principal Defign of his 1 Writing, 
Hcemes now, according to his ufual Manner, to give the Co¬ 
ins' fome Rules and Directions for their Chriltian Behaviour 
Converfation. Thefe Rules are of four Kinds, i. Such as 
concerned thcmfelves perfonally, and their own Purity, in abftain- 
Jng from fenfual Lulls, Chap, iii. 5——7. 2. Such as concerned 

them as Chriftians in Society, and were to be obferved by them 
with Regard to, and in converting with one another, v. 8—17. 
3. The Duties refulting from the feveral Relations Men Hand in 
to one another, a 18—25. —iv. 1. 4. Such as had a RefpeCt 

to their Enemies, among whom they lived. Chap. iv. 2—6. Thro’ 
all thefe he is to be confider’d as applying himfelf to the whole 
Church at Colofsy both Jewijh , and Gentile Converts. In the 
Firft of thefe, taken into this Section, he recommends Purity, 
and an Abftaining from fenfual and more grolly flelhly Lulls, 
inferring his Advice from what he had before deliver’d. 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


A N D fince you are all dead and rifen with 
Chrifl, as I obferved before [Chap. ii. 
1 2.] mind to mortify thofe Lulls which pro¬ 
ceed from your earthly Members, fuch as For¬ 
nication, Uncleannefs, inordinate Affection, e- 
vil Concupifcence, and exorbitant Defircs in 
yenereal Matters ,( n ), which are Idolatry. 

Thefe 


M 


ORTIFY there-< 
fore your Member* 
which are upon the earth j 
fornication, uncleannels, 
inordinate affeftion, evil 
concupifcence, and cove- 
tou(hers,which is idolatry* 


NOTES. 

5 ("l vhionZUv. Covetottf nef rJ Mr. Locke has, after Dr. Hammond, fully explained 
St. Pants Meaning,/in ufing this Word, whofe Note I {hall therefore here tranferibe. 1 Cove - 
toufnefs, fays he upon Eph, iv. ip. 1 in the common Acceptation of the Word, is the 
IctUn E ow Pehrw to that which by the Law of Juftice we have no right to. But 

* St. 



CO LO S S I AN s: 

TEXT. TARATHRASE. 

(Ec* which things fake, the Thefe are Things highly offenfive to God, 
„ r „h of c°d cometh O" f or which he W ill bring the Heathen World, 

who will not come in and lubmit to the Law 
of Chrift(o), to Judgment (p); among which 

NOTES. 

« Sr.Prttf/, in fomc of his Epiftles, ufes it for intemperate and exorbitant De/ires of car- 

• nal Pleafures, not confined within the Bounds of Nature. He that will compare with 

• this Verfe here, Ch. v. 3. Col. iii. 5. 1 ‘tbeff. iv. 5. 1 Cor . v. 10, 11. and well confider 

• the Context, will find Reafon to take it here in the Senfe I have given it, or elfe 
4 it will be very hard to underftand thefe Texts of Scripture. In the fame Senfe the 

• learned Dr. Hammond underftands -srAsovsf la } Rom. i. 29. which, tho’ perhaps the Greek 
4 Idiom will fcarce juftify, yet the Apoftle's Stile will, who often ufes Greek Terms in 

• the full Latitude of the Hebrew Words, which they are ufualiy put for in tranflatmg, 

4 tho* in the Greek ufe of them, they have nothing at all of that Signification ; partial- 
4 larly, the Hebrew Word which fignifies Coletoufnefty the Septnapin 1 rranflare 

4 Ezek. xxxiii. 31* *n whicn Senfe the Apoftle ufes ^rKton^iet here. And again, in his 

• N* t' upon Epb» v. 3. he fays: The Word in the Greek is <&Kiovztfu t, which properly 

• fign»fi s Covetuufnefs, or an intemperate ungove*ned Love of Riches ; but the chafte 

• Stile of the Scriptures makes ufe of it to exprefs the letting l >ofe of the Defires 

• to irregular venereal Pleafures, beyond what wan fit and right. This one can hard- 
9 ly avoid being convinced of, if one confident how it (linds joined with this fort of 
4 Sins, in thofe many Places which Dr, Hammond mentions, in his Notes on Rom . i* 

9 19. and Epb , iv. 19—v. 5. compared with this here lEpb. v. 3.] they are enougn io 
1 fatisfy one what Covetou/nefs means here. But if that ihoutd fju. thefe 

1 Words: Let it not be once named amongft you, aj becometh which are fubjoined to 

4 Covetoufnefs , put it paft doubt, for what Indecency or Misbecomingnefs is it amor ^ 

9 Chriftians to name Covetoufnefs ? n\!oyi%'ut therefore mud fignify the Title of i s, 

• that are not fit to be named amongft Chriftians. ■ - — — That Fornication, or all 
4 Sorts of Uncleannefs were the Confequence, and Concomitants of Idolatry, we i»-e g 
4 Rom . i. 29. and *tis known were favoured by the Heathen Worfhipi and therefore* 

9 the Pra&ice of thofe Sins is every where fee down as the charafteriftical Heathen 
9 Mark of the idolatrous Gentiles ; from which Abominations the Jews^ both by their 
9 La w, Profelfion, and general Pra£tice, were Strangers : And this was one of thofe 
9 Things, wherein chiefly God fevered his People from the idolatrous Nations, as 
4 may be feen, Lev . xviii. 20. And hence, I think, that '&teon!;iat t nfed for li- 
4 centious Intemperance in unlawful and unnatural Lulls, is in the New Teftament 
4 called Idolatry, and 'BKiovix.rne an Idolater \ See 1 Cor . v. 11. Col. ii|. <5. Epb , v. 5, 

4 as being the lure and undoubted Mark of an Heathen and Idolater. 1 

6 C 0) The Children of Difobedience .] Thefe, in this Place, and Epb. ii. a. —v. 6 . are plainly 
the Gentiles , who refufed to come in and fubmit themfelves to the Gofpel; as will ap¬ 
pear to any one who will read thefe Places, and the Contexts with Attention* 

( p) The Reafon why he fo particularly inculcates the Danger of thefe Vices, was the 
Enormity of them, and the Commonnefs of them among the Gentilesy who thought light 
of them. Befides, the Coloffians had been themfelves formerly guilty of them, and they 
are fome of them Vices to which the Temptations are ftrongelt, and from which fuch as 
have been once guilty, are hardly and feldom reclaimed* 

H Children 
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An.Ch.6i, 
fferoms 9 . 
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COLOSSIANS. 



Chap. Ill* 


FA RAFHRASE. 


TEXT. 



Children of Difobedience, you alfo fometime 
had your Converfation, when being uncon¬ 
verted you lived in the Commiifion of thole 
Sins (y). 


cncc. In the which ye al- T 
fo walked fome time>whea 
ye lived in them. 


notes, 

7 (<?) The Paraphrafe fhows how I fhould choofe to fender the Verfe, and avoid the 
Tautology, which our Tranflation feems to carry in it; for what Difference is there be* 
tween walking in thofe Vices, and living in them ? 


S E C T. VIII. 

CHAP. HI. 8—17. 

CONTENTS 

I N this Sedion he direds them how as Chriftians they ought 
to converfe with* and to be difpofed towards one another. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

8. I ) U T fince God has called you from a- T>ut n° w you alfo put 3 

JL> mong them do you put away not on- JShfl'htf blaffl 
ly thole earthly Members or Vices I have al- my, filthy communica- 
ready mentioned* but in general all of them (r): 

And therefore put away thefe that follow; 

Anger* 


NOTES. 

fr (f) d// theft.'] Our Tranfiators feem to have taken this, a» tho* he hadf 

laid rtt raiTct, all tbefe Things that follow ; but however it makes no Difference 

V i°P th , e , m ? in Se 2 fe * hi ® Words fcem t0 to refer to what he had faid before, T « uU* 
VHW ret 0771 ^ yn( t Vs 5. your Members which are upon Earth. Compare Matth . v. 20 , 
30. Mat. ix.43—48* 
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C 0 L O S S I A N S. 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


§< 

An.Cfy. 6 l. 

jNeroris p. 


tion out of your mouth* 
9 Lie not one to another, 
feeing that ye have put 
©ff the old man with his 
iodeeds ; And have put on 
the new man 9 which is 
renewed in knowIedge,af- 
ter the image of him that 
IX created him. Where there 
is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcifion nor uncir- 
cumcifion, barbarian, fey- 
thian, bond nor free ; but 
Chrift is all, and in all. 
la Put on therefore (as the 
ele& of God, holy and be¬ 
loved) bowels of mercies, 
kindnefs, humblenefs of 
cnind, tneeknefs, long-fuf- 


Anger, Wrath, Malice, evil Speaking, and fil¬ 
thy Communication out of your Mouth (x). 
Lie not, ope-to another, feeing you have aban¬ 
doned your old -Converfation ana Practices (?) $ 
and are as it were new Men, not living in your 
former Ignorance, but being well informed and 
inftru&ea, you are become like him who formed 
you to this, and who cannot lie or deceive. 
In which new Creation it makes no Difference 
with him whether a Man is a Gentile or a 
Jew, circumcifed or uncircumcifed, a barba¬ 
rian, or a Scythian, a Slave or a Freeman (u) j 
but the whole turns upon Mens belonging to 
Chrift, whoever they are (w). And fince God 

equally 



io, 

% 


II 


I 2* 


notes. 

[i) ’A iy&\oy\av ok tv roficLl®- Filthy Communication out of your Mouth.} Dr. Whitby 

fays : 1 This is ufually referred to obfeene and impure Words. But Hefycbius , Phavorinus t 
4 and Julius Pollux 9 /. l. c. 4. have informed us, that the Word fignifies reproachful Words y 
4 fach as tend to put a Man to fhame ; and ro thisSenfe the Words preceding make it moll 
* proper to refer it; Wrathj Anger y and Malice y or evil Machinations of the Heart, being 
4 the inward Difpofitions which render us di fa ffefied to, and prone to do evil to others; 
4 railing and opprobrious Speeches, which tend to render our Brorher infamous to others, 
4 being the uGual tffe&s of thefe evil Difpofitions.’ But as the Apoftle here gives Rules 
for our Speech', the other Senfe may not be difagreeable ; and rhe rather, fince in the 
parallel Epiftle to the Epbefiam, he exprefly forbids fuch filthy Communication, and would 
not have it proceed out of their Mouth , or be once named among them . See Eph. iv. 2.9. 
—v. 3, 4. &tfgyhoy'i& therefore here may be the fame as diwyTnt, and Koy®- 
there. 

9 (t) See the Note on Chap . ii. 11. 

11 (w) St, Paul's main Defign, in this Epiftle, was to eftablifh the Coloftiam in their ad¬ 
hering to the Gofpel Myftery of the Calling of the Gentiles , and their Alaintaining their 
Freedom againft the J-cwijb Dogmatizers ; and tho’ he had already concluded that Matter, 
yet having it very much upon his Heart, he takes an Occafion here, in the midft of quite 
other Things, to drop a Word with relation to it. 

{<w) *Akka 7 gl 'a-tfVrct, xj iv yeirof. But Chrift is all and in all.} The Senfe is, that 
in rhe Point of obtaining Acceptance with God, our Regard muft be paid folely to Chrift, 
•upon him alone we tnuft depend, and n it upon the Aiofaick Law; that Faith in, and Obe¬ 
dience ro Chrift, are all the Terms God iniifU upon ; and chat this is the Cafe in ally or 
among all Men, let them be Jews t or let them be Gentiles , of whatever Nation, or what¬ 
ever Condition, it matters not; upon thele Terms alone they fhonld be received, with¬ 
out fubmitting to the Ordinances, which the Jud -izers would gladly obtrud" upon them. 
The Reader by this eafily perceives in how vaftiy different a Senfe it is, that me fame Ex- 
preflion is ufed concerning God the Father, 1 Cor. xv. a$, 

Ha IS (*) 
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COLOSSiANS. 


Chap-III. 


PARAPHRASE. 

equally accepts all Men upon the lame Terms, 
do you, as the peculiar People of God, holy 
and beloved, imitate him, and put on Bowels 
of Companion, Kindnefs, Humility, Meeknefs, 
13 • Long-fuffering ■, bearing with one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any of you have a 
Matter of Complaint againft another; as Chrift 
hath forgiven you (x), do ye alfo forgive one 
14. another. And upon all thefe put on Love (/), 
1 J. 'which is the Bond of Perfe&nefs (z). And in 


TEXT : 

fering ; Forbearing one a-19 
nother, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have 
a quarrel againft any > e- 
ven as Chrift forgave you, 
fo alfo do ye. And above 14 
all theft things, put on 
charity, which is the bond 
of perfc&neft. And let 15 


notes. 

13 (x) Chrift bath forgiven you .] In the parallel Epiftle, Eph. iv. 32. he exprefles him- 
felf thus: God by Chrift hath forgiven you : But this neccflarily implies what he here fays, 
for if God forgives by Chrift, then Chrift muft forgive in his Name, and by his Au¬ 
thority. 

14 (y) *Eiri -BTiur/ tbt ott cLffihjj. Above all thefe Things , put on Charity. ] Our Tranftatcrf 
have very well inferred put on, fetching it from v. iz. but it is doubtful how the other 
Lxpreflion is to be taken. The Syriac renders it with all thefe, the French befide all thefe, the 
italtan for all thefe, the Dutch and our Englijh above all thefe j which is what Sc. Peter ex¬ 
prefles by 'BeivTuv, 1 Pet . iv, 8. The Vulg . Latin , Beta, and Caftellio rendering it fuper hac 
omnia, have left the Senfe as ambiguous, as it is in the Greek . In the Paraphrafe the ren¬ 
dering upon all thefe is preferr’d, becaufe the Verb ufed by the Apoftle carries in it an Aliu- 
(ion to a Garment; anu the Chriftian Virtues are reprefented as clothing and adorning Per- 
fons, 1 Pet, iii. 9—5. —v. 5. lTim. ii, 9. and fo he may be underftood to dirc£t them 
here to put on Charity over or upon all the other Virtues, before mentioned. 

(t) The Bond of Per fell nefi,'] This may fignify either, 1. That Love is the moft perfeB 
Bond, which will be an Hebraifm not uncommon in the New Teftament. Or, 2. That Love 
is fuch a Bond as ties together all thofe Virtues, which are the Perfe&ion of Chnftians; 
and therefore was very proper to be put over them all. Compare 1 Job . iv. 12, 18. Or, 5. 
Very agreeably to the Subjeft of his Difcourfe, and particularly to whar he mentions in the 
next Verfe of Chriftians being one Body; he may here call Love that Bond, which lo 
unites and fallens them all together, as that they become as it were one Body,and are perte£t. 
To this purpofe we may obferve how he fpeaks of the whole Church. Eph . iv. 11, 12, 13. 

He gave fome Apoftles - for the PerfeBing of the Saints —for the Edifying of the Body of Chrift , 

till we all come to the XJnity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
[tjA«ov] Man, unto the Aleajure of the Stature of the Fulnefs of Chrift • And how we attain this 
Perfe&ion he declares, v, 1 5. But being true in Love, we may grow up into him in all Things, 

who is the Head , even Chrift \ fiom whom the whole Bod y - makeih increafe of the Body, to the 

edifying it felf in Love. And what he here calls the Bond of PerfeBnefs, he there calls the 
Bond of Peace, Eph. iv. 3* That he was defirous of this Perfe&ion among the ColofftanSf 
appears from what be lays, Chap. ii. 2. That they might be knit together in Love. 1 prefer this 
latter Senfe, and fo conclude this to be his Meaning : € Put on Love, which is the Bond 
4 of that perfea Union there ought to be in ihe Body of Chiift ; and whereby the whole 
1 Church becomes peife£t.’ 

15 00 



COLOSS IANS. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 



iin,Cb*C 
Nerorui 9. 


the pace of God rule in 
your hearts, to the which 
alfo ye are called in one 
body; and be ye thank- 
16 ful. Let the word of Chrift 
dwell in you richly 9 in all 
wifiiom ; teaching and ad- 


order to your Exercifing fuch Love, let the 
Peace of God (4) influence your Hearts, into 
the which alio ye are called in one Body; and 
be ye thankful. Farther, it would be of good 1 6. 
Service, to prevent the Sins from which I have 
difluaded you, and to promote the Love I have 
recommended, if in your converfing together, 
you would take care that your Difcourfe and 
Talk ihould be much of Chrift in all Wifdom (b): 

and i 


NOTES. 

15 (a) The Peace of God,] This Ihrafe is only to be found here) and Philip* iv. 7. and fince 
rhefe two Epifties were written about the fume time) we may well imagine that the fame 
Peace is meant in both ; and efpecially confide ring how alike it is fpoken of in both Places. I 
{hall therefore endeavour to clear the Meaning of this Place by comparing it with the 
oTher, which runs thus : Tie Peace of God which paffeth all U?iderftanding,Jleall keep your Hearts 
and Minds ibro ' Chrift Jefus . There can be no Queftion, I think, that the Peace of God may 
as properly llgnify that Peace we have with God, flaw. v. 1. as that Peace which God en¬ 
joins us to cultivate with one another. And tho* there is a great Satisfaction which ac~ 
companies apeaceable Temper and Behaviour, yet it feems moft likely to me, that fuch an 
high Exprewon, at that of paffmg all Under(landings fhould be ufed concerning the Peace 
we have with God ; which appears the more aftonifhing and unfathomable, the more we 
fet our felves to confider of it. Farther, when it is faid, this Peace of God {hall keep our 
Heairs and Minds thro' or by Jefus Chrift, it feems to be a farther Confirmation of this Inter¬ 
pretation ; for as the Peace we have with God is thro’ Chrift, fo the Apoftle may well be 
underilood to (peak of ir, as having its Eft'eft upon us thro* him ; fince all Bleflings are de¬ 
rived to us thro' him. Befides, in that Place to the Philippians , I fee nothing mat fhould in* 
cline us to underftand him to (peak of any other, than this Peace of God with us, and our 
Senfe of that great Bidding. Nor do I fee any Difficulty there is in applying this Senfe to 
the Place under Consideration, but this rather confirms our Interpretation of the other in 
this Manner; for we may without any Violence thus explain it: Let a Senfe of that Peace, 

4 which you have with God,always affe&and influence your Hearts,(o chat you may find your 
4 felves conftrained by it to an Imitation of him, and to be at Peace with others, as he 
4 has been pie a fed ro be at Peace with you ; and the rather, becaufe you were called in- 
£ to this State of Reconciliation in one Body or Society, with all thofe with whom l now 
4 urge you to live in Peace and Love \ for which you ought to be very thankful: And when 
4 you are truly thankful for the Peace you have with God, you can't be backward to be at 
4 Peace with your Fellow Chriftians, who muft needs have far lefs offended you, than you 
• have him.* I am not peremptory in determining this to be the Senfe of the Place, but 
it feems the moft eafy arid natural to me ; tho* I own a plaufible Account may be given of 
the Text, according ro the other Interpretation. 

Ir may be here again obferved, thar as this one Body relates to the Jews and Gentiles being 
made one Church and People by the Gofpei; fo it appears St. Paul was ftill mindful of the 
great Subj^eft of his Epiflle, v hen he thus^ives a Hint of it. 

16 {h) ‘OXo <n evosKtira iv v{J.lv 'srX#<rr«f. Let the Word of Chrift dwell richly 

in you,] Whether the true Meaning of this Verfe be given in the Paraphrafci muft be left 

M 
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notes. 

r 

i #■ 

to ^Ka J^gfnent oF the Reader, when he has heard the Reafons for ir. It is taken for 
granted'becaufe I believe no one would doubt of it, that the Phrafe o hbyQ- ra ^r^may as 
wpU be rendered, The Vifiourfe of , or concerning Chrift , as any other way ; and that it Oughr 
to be We 'fhould underftand him as faying, Let the Difcourfe concerning Chrifi dwell 

amlncr von, in all W'fdom,may appear, i. From the Place where this Rule ftands; and that 
is among other Rules given to Chriftians to obferve in their convcrfing together. 1. From what 
St. Paul joins with this, leaching and admonifhing one another, in Pfalms, and Hymns , and 5 /»i- 
ritseal Songs ; which lhows he is direfting them how they fhould converfe together; the 
Sinking here prefcribed being not for their pnblick Aflemblies, but their private Converfarion. 
5. This is much confirmed by the parallel Place, Epb. v. 18—20. And be not drunk with Wme, 
wherein is Uxafsybut be filed with the Spirit > /peaking to one another [fo it fhould be render’d] in 
Pfaims y ,and Hymns , and fpiritual Songs } ftnging and making Melody in your Heart to the Lord, giving 
thanks always for all Things untoGod and the Father , in the 'Name of our Lordjefus Chrift. Who 
ever compares the 19th and 20th Veifes of that Chapter, with the Verfes under Confidera- 
tkm, together with that which follows, will fee they agree exafitly in Matter, and very 
much in Words alfo; and therefore will not doubt of their relating to the fame Duty. 
Now his bringing in the Duty there in Oppofition to their being drunk with Wine, leads us 
to underftand the Duty as relating to Chriftians converting together. To which purpofe* 
I will tranfcribe Mr* Locke's Paraphrafe of o. 18, 19. which gives a very eafy and natural 
Account of the Words: 1 And be not drunken* with Wine, wherein there is excefs, feek 
1 not Diverfion in the noify and intemperate Jollity of Drinking; but when you are difpofcd 

* toachearful Entertainment of one another, let it be with the Gifts of the holy Spirit, 
1 that ye are filled with, finging Hymns, and Pfailms, and fpiritual Songs, among your felves; 

* this makes real and folid Mirth in the Heart, and is Melody well-pleating to God himfelf.* 
Let it be added here, that this is moft agreeable to that Rule of St. James, Chap. v. 15. Is 
any merry? let him fngP/alms. 4- This Verfe being thus underftooa, that which follows 
will excellently well agree with it; for as he here recommends to them the difcourfing 
concerning Chrift, lie there enlarges his Exhortation : And whatfoever ye do in Word [that is, 
in Difcourfe , cv hbya, and the And in the Beginning of that Verfe fbows that it is thus to 
be conneXed] or Deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jefus, &c. cy. d. i I would not that 
‘ you fhould pay a Regard to Chrift only in your Difcourfe, no, but refer every AXion in 
‘ like Manner to him, and do all in his Name.’ 

(c) ’Ey vfju i', cF/AtWo^sn] Concerning the SolcEcifm in thefe Words, fee Mr. Gataher , in 
this Notes upon Mar. Antonin. Lib . iii. Set f?. iv. The Solaecifm might be avoided, by beginning 
a new Sentence with S'sJ'cLax.oflzs, and leaving out the koli in the Beginning of the next 
Verfe (as it is left out by the Vulgate Latin, the Clermont , and St, Germain *a Copies, and by 
two old Latin Commentators) and by fupplying what muft otherwife be here fupplied, 
'kto/hts. Or it may much eafier be avoided by beginning a new Sentence at the latter End 
of v, 1 5. xj dJycLeis-otyivc&i, joining thereto in ConftruXion, x} nSiTuvltf iajj]vc, 

t&c. and including the intermediate Sentence in a Parenthefis : And then, in this Paflage, the 
Apoftle firft direXs to a Duty, then mentions the Means neceflary for the right Performance 
of it, in the Words contained by the Parenthefis ; and laftly, prefcribes the Manner of ex- 
ercifing it. And the Words yclcljs & &x*etrvt'Ttf leem to favour this Con¬ 

nexion, 
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An.Ch. 6 l* 


Neronif 9 . 



ritual fongs, fingingwith 
grace in your hearts to 
17 the Lord. And whatfo- 
ever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jefus, giving 
thanks to God and the 
Father by him* 


Hymns, and fpiritual Songs (^), finging with 
Grace ( e ), fincerely and heartily to the Lord (/). 
And whatfoever you do, whether in Difcourfe, 
or in your other A&ions, do all in the Name 
and Authority of the Lord Jefus, giving thanks 
to God the Father by him.; and as long as you 
keep to this, you can never break in upon thofe 
Rules I have given you for Chriftian Convecfa- 
tion. 



NOTES. 

neGion, is they may refer to the fame SubjpG, and are capable of the Secfes here gives 
them* Thefirft and lad are the fame with our common Vernon, and yJLtu is defcribed by 
Hefychius, &[loiCyi djifyurictv, that is, Gratitude or ‘Tbanhfulnefj. Bur, perhaps, th^re ip 
no Necdfity of avoiding a Thing that may be nbfetved in other Authors; efpecially^ jinee 
St. Paul pretended not ro Wifdom of Wordi, 1 Cor . i. 17. 

(d) lam doubtful about the exa& Diflin&ion that is to be made between TfaJms, and 1 
73 ywwri» and fpiritual Songs. I know nothing better than whar Dr. Whitby has faid upoa the 
Matter, who may be confulted on Epk. v. 19. Toj which Lr may bfl added, that thefe three 
Words may feem to anfwer to three Hebrew ones to PfaL iii» ***• 

to- nhnn I do no * find fo rendered, Pfalm. cxlv. tit. yet it is in other Places* ^nd 
to "VttJ PfaU c*x. 1. but wbatt the Difference of thefe was I pretend not-to guefs. Nor 
have I any thing to fay, concerning the Manner in which Chriftiaris ufed to fog at home* 
or in their Aflemblies in the Apoftle V s Times. Perhaps, fome Light might be given to it, 
if we could difeoves what the Coftom was in the Ages that were neared to them} but chat 
feems hitherto to be at dark ar »4 uncertain ps*chf other \ and 'tis great Pity, that fome able 
Hand has not hitherto undertaken to give fqme. clear Account of a Thing, which we are fo 
much concerned to know* 

(r) ’Er c?<W 7 s** Singing with Gkace.] The Senfe is doubtful, and therefore I have left 
the rendering of our Tranflation in the Paraphrafe ; only 1 have avoided what ourTranfla- 
tion feems to fugged, that this Grace is to be in the Heart; whereat, if we would render it 
flii&ly, it IhouLi be finging with Grace, with the Heart . Compare Eph. v. 19. where he has 
not with Grace . The ExpreGion may fignily with \Tbankfubefs , which is. very fuitable to 
fuch an A&ion; or elfe it may fignify with Geacefulneft or Dtcency. 1 moil incline to this latte v 
Senfe, in which the Pbrafe is ufed, Chap . i v. 6 . Let your Speech be always with Grate, i. e. with, 
Gracefuloefs. Thus he feems to mean the fame Thing, Eph. iv. 29. Let 710 corrupt Commu¬ 
nication proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good to the Ufe of edifying, that it may minifier 
Grace unto the Hearers \ wa, <T« ydew, 4 fuch/ fays Mr. Locke , ‘ as may have a becoming 
4 Gracefulnefs in the Ears of the Hearers.’ 

(f) Tw K veico. "To the Lord.] Who this Lord is, the Apoftle declares in the next Vc f*, even 
God the Father: Compare Eph. v. 19, 20. where the lame is very eafy to be obierved. 


SECT; 



Chap. HI. 


C 0 LO S S I A N S, 
SECT. IX. 


CHAP. III. 18 — IV. i. 
CONTENTS. 


I N this Sedion he gives Rules concerning the Duties arifing from 
the feveral particular Relations which Chriftians (land in to 
one another. Thofe which he infills on are thefe three, Husbands 
and Wives, Parents and Children, Mailers aod Slaves j in treat¬ 
ing of all which he delivers the Duties of the inferior Relation 
before thofe of the Superior. 


PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


jg t TTTIVES, fubmit your felves unto your 
W own Husbands, as it is fit for Clin¬ 
ic, Ilians to do. And on the other hand, ye 
Husbands, love your Wives, and be not fc- 
vere and churlilh toward them. 

20. Children, obey your Parents in all thofe 
Things to which the parental Authority reach- 
eth (*) j for this is well plealing to the Lord. 
'2i. And on your Part, ye Fathers, do not by the 
Aullerity of your Carriage, the Rigour of your 
Commands, and the Severity of your Difci- 
pline, provoke them; left they be difcouraged in 
their Endeavours to obey and pleafe you. 

22. Ye that are Servants and Slaves, obey thofe 
who are your Mailers, according to the Laws 
of Men, in all Things wherein they have a 
Right to command you j and in ferving them 
don’t only mind to do fuchThings as will come 


\y\ 7 lVES, fubmit youriB 

V V felves unto your 
own husbands, as it is (it 
in the Lord. Husbands, 19 
love your Wi es, and be 
not bitter againft rhem. 

ChiIdien t obey your pa- to 
rents in all things t for 
this is well pleating unto 
the Lord. Farhers, pro-n 
voke not your children to 
anger, left they be dif- 
couraged. 

Servant^obey in all things tt 

your mafters, according to 
the flefh, not with eye* 
fervice, as men pleafe rs, 
but in finglenefs of heart. 


NOTES. 

20 (*) This muft be underftood under fome fuch Limitation, aod there can be bo Hurt 
in fupplying the Senfe from i8» with iv Kvety* and fo it is exprefled, Epb • vi. I. /. r. as the 
Loid requires you, and as far as iscontiftent with your Duty to him. 

under 



COLOSSIAN S. 


TEXT. 

a3 fearing God : And what- 
foever ye do, do it hear¬ 
tily, as to the Lord, and 
24not unco men; Knowing 
that of the Lord ye (hall 
receive the reward of the 
inheritance : for ye ferve 
25 the Lord Chrift* But he 
that doth wrong, ihall re¬ 
ceive for the wrong which 
he hath done: and there 
is -no refpe& of perfons. 

1 Ma tiers, give unco your fer- 
vants, that which is juft 
and equal, knowing that 
ye alfo have a mailer in 
heaven. 
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! PARAPHRASE . 


under their Obfervation, as tho’ you were only 
or chiefly feeking to pleafe Men ; but aft here¬ 
in with that Simplicity of Heart, that becomes 
Men fearing God. And whatfoever you do in 23 . 
their Service, do it from your very Hearts, in 
obedience to Chrift, and not to Men only ; 
Knowing that from him you fhall receive the 24 
Reward of his heavenly Kingdom, which is 
the Inheritance of his Servants: For tho’ you 
are Servants to Men, yet you are alfo, upon 
your becoming Chriftians, the Servants of Chrift, 
who will not fail to recompenfe the Obedience 
and Faithfulnefs of them that ferve him. But if 23 
any profeifing themfelves his Servants, fhall in¬ 
jure and wrong others, they fhall fufter for it ; 
and that without Refpeft of Perfons, whether 
the;y are Bond or Free $ and therefore, if you 
Servants wrong your Mafters, you muft expert 
he will punifh you for it ; and if they wrong 
you, you may depend upon his recompenfing 
you, and punching them. On the other fide, you, j. 
who are Mafters, give to your Servants that 
Which is juft and equal, as to Food, Clothing, ^c. 
Exaft not more Work of them than they are 
able to perform, nor with-hold from them the 
Rewards they deferve, nor punifh them with a 
Severity beyond the Defert of their Faults: 

And this do, as Men who know you have your 
felves a great Mafter in Heaven, who will punifh 
your Injuftice and Cruelty, and will deal the 
lame Meafure to you, which you now do to 
your Servants, 


SECT, 




Chap. IV» 


COLOSSIAN& 
SECT. X. 


CHAP. IV. 2 — 

CONTENTS. 

I N this Seftion he fets before the Colojfians the Duties which were 
incumbent on them, with Refoeft to fuch as were not Chriflians;. 
and among whom they lived. The Duties urged are three, i. Per- 
feverance in Prayer, and here he commends himfelf particularly ta 
their Prayers. 2. Prudence and InofFenfivenefs in their Conduit* 
3. The due ordering of their Words and Difcourfe with them. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

A ND as you have fo many Enemies, who POntinue in prayer, % 

will do all that lies m their Power to fame with thankfgiving* 
drive you from your Religion 3 and to hinder 
the Spreading of the Gofpel you had need 

be 


NOTES. 

t (g) If any ohe thinks, that too great a Liberty is taken in making this Role to relate 
fo peculiarly to the Circutnftances of Chriflians and Chriftanity at that Time, by reafon of 
the unconverted Enemies thereof; let him confider the following Reafons for it. I. It is 
manifeft, that the two other Doties may well be underflood in the fame Manner; at leaft* 
it is neceflary the former of them muft be To, bccaafe he exprefly declares it: Walk in 
JVifdom toward them that are without ; and fince he had before given Dire&ions for the 
Speech and Difcourfe of Chriflians with one another, it is but reafonable to think, that the 
latter of thofe two had a Regard to their Difcourfe with fuch as were cot Chriflians, to 
fcich as were without^ juft mentioned before. Now if this be fuppofed, that the ocher two 
Duties are of this fort, it will look very likely that this is fo too ; or otherwife, we muft 
take this for a Duty placed by it felf, not reducible to any one of the fo rementioned Head* 
6f his Difcourfe ; and fo a great deal of the Order and Coocinniry of this Part of his Epi- 
ftle would be loft. 2. The fubjeQ: Matter of the Praying, which he recommends to them* 
fo far as does appear from any Thing here exprefled, was publick. It is manifeft, that he 
mentions net their praying for himfelf upon any ocher, than a publick Account, v. j, 4. 
It is ufual with him, to denre the Prayers of Chriflians upon this Account. Compare Rom* 
xv. jo, ji. iTbeJf, iiui. and it might feem not unlikely, that with that Defign chiefly he 
might here mention that Duty. j. That which confirms this more efpecially, is the fuller 
and larger Expreflion, which we have of this fame Thing in the parallel Epiflle, Epb. vi* 
iS, 19, 20. Where let it be obferved, that the Direfiion is given with Reference to the 
very fame Cafe that I fuppofe in the Place before us. This appears from EpK vi. ii, 12, 1 j. 
Sut on the whole Armour of Ged % that ye may it able to ftartd again ft the Wilet of the Devil* Few 

we 
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3 withili pnying ilfo for foe frequent and inftant In Prayer, attending 

"nto^lda^roTutliX" and watching therein with Thankfgiving (£). 
to fpeak the myfteiy of And when your own Cafe, and that of Chri- 
Chrift, for which i am ftianity, engages you in this Duty, I ddire 

make it mmifeft. as i you would particularly pray for me, that 
5 ought to fpeak. Walk in God would give me an Opportunity to preach 

SSI and ‘ fcdarc th = Myfcrjrof thrift, (the Calling 

4 the time. Let your fpeech the Gentiks into his Church, without fubjedt- 
it alway* with grace, lea- j n g them to the Law of Mofes ) for which I 

am alfo at this Time in Bonds, That I may 
declare it as plainly and fully, as it becomes 
me to do, who have been fo peculiarly intrufted 
with the Revelation of it, and a Commiilion 
to preach it. Behave your felves with Wifdom 
and Prudence toward fuch as are not Chriftians, 
that giving them as little Offence as poifible, 
you may gain the more Time of Refpite from 
Perfecution, and for the Spreading of the Gof- 
pel (t). Let your Speech be always graceful 

and 


NO T E S. 






We wrejlle not againft Flefh and Biood (that is, Men are not the only Perfecoters with whom 
we contend) but againft Principalities, againfi Towers, againft the Ruhrs of the Darknefs cf this 
World, againft fpiritual Wickednefs in hiqb Places • Wherefore , take imto you the whole Armour nf 
God, that ye may be able to with/land in the evil Day (the Time of Perfecution) and having 
done all to fiand. This is exatily what I foppote he conftder’d, as calling the CofoJJians to 
fiich diligence in Prayer. Now obferve how he brings in there the fame hxhortation, with 
reference to that Cafe. He commends to them, upon the Account of the Circumftances, 
the Danger and Oppofition of that Time, that they would take to themfelves the whole 
Armour of God, and concludes thus : Praying always with all Prayer and Supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto, with all Perfetoernnce, and Supplication for all Saints ; and for 
me, that Utterance may be given unto me, that l may open my Mouth boldly , to make known the 
Myftery of the Gofpet ; for which / am an Ambaffadoe in Bonds \ tbatjkptrsw Jenny fpeak boldly , 4 * 
l ought to fpeak. Haw exaflly do thefe three Verfea anfwcrto Col. iv. 2,3, 4. only the firft of 
diem is here more ftiortly cxprefled. And who then will doubt, y*hether St. Paul had o«t 
exa&ly the fimc Defign in both ? 

(h) With Thankfgiving.'] I am inclined to think the Apoftle due aether mentions this, he- 
caufe as he refers in the Words before to their perilous State, he was not willing they fhoutd 
be difcouraged, or fink under the Thoughts of it; and therefore to raife their Spirits, he 
here puts them in Mind of the great Occafion they had for Thankfgiving. Compare Philip . 
ir. J ^ 

5 (*) Top Jtef i{}v flb^yopetJ^of^fjos, Redeeming the Time."] i.e. Gaining as much as yon can^ 
prolonging your own Tranquility, and the Opportunity of fpreading ibe'Oofpel. The Co- 

l a hfftass. 
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Chap. IV. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


and model! (/&), and tempefr’d with Wifdotn 
and Difcretion (/), that fo it may appear you 
underftand how to anfwer fuch as would queftion 
you concerning your Religion Qtt ). 


foned -with fair, that ye 
may know how ye ought 
to aofwer every man*. 


NOTES. 


hffians, by their Chriftian Convention, would reprove and fhame thofe among whom they , 
lived for their enormous Crimes: This was likely to bring upon them.their Rage and Fury, 
and fo to deprive the I^inifters of the Gofpel of an Opportunity of freely preaching it: For 
this Reafon, the Apoftle recommends a prudent Behaviour toward the unconverted Gentiles, 
that they might be as little exafperated as poflible. This Phrafe is taken from the LXX. who> 
Dan. il. 8. thus exa£Uy render the Chaldee* E-x’ eyw or/ Kcugyv v 3 £ct.yo- 

I know of a Certain^ that you are buying, or redeeming the Time ; that is, you endea¬ 
vour to ward off the Danger by Delays. And that this is St. ..Paul's Meaning, appears by 
the Reafon he gives to prefs the fame Rule, Eph. v. 15,16. See then that ye walkexaSly , not 
fs Fools , but as wife, redeeming the Time, becaufe the Days are eviL 

6 (it) With Grace.] See the Note on Chap. iii. 16. 

(/) Salt is put for Wifdom, both in facred and profane Authors. 

(m ) St. Paul has here a Refpeft to Heathen Magiftrates, who had it in their Pdwer to call 
them in Queftion for their Religion? and fo this is much to the fame Purpofe, with what 
St. Peter fays, 1 Pet . iii. 15. Be ready always to anfwer every Man that asketh you a Reafon of 
the Hope that is in you (Le. of.your Religion) with Meeknefs and Fear . 


S E C T. XI. 

CHAP. IV. 7-18. 

CONTE NTS. 

J N this Se&ion, the Conclufion of his Epiflle, he refers the 
Colojfians to Tychicus and Onqfimus, for a particular Account 
his Affairs; and fending his own and others Salutations, con¬ 
cludes with his ufual Benediction. 


Tychicus 


COLOSS. IANS. 

text. paraphrase. 
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7 A LL my ftate fhall Ty* 
chicus declare unto 
you, who is a beloved bro¬ 
ther, and a faithful mini- 
fter, and fellow fervantin 
S the Lord : 'Whom I have 
fent unto you for the fame 
purpofe, that he might 
know your eftate,and com- 
9 fort your hearts: With 
Onefimus a faithful and 
beloved brother, who is 
one of you* They fhall 
make known unto you all 
things which are done 
1 o here. Ariftarchus my fel¬ 
low prifonerfaluteth you, 
and Marcus fillers fon to 
Barnabas (touching whom 
ye received command¬ 
ments j if he come unto you 
i 1 receive him.) And Jefus, 


T Tchictts^ Chriftian (;/) beloved Brother, 7. 

faithful Minifter, and Fellow Servant, 
fhall give you a full Account how Matters 
ftand with me : Whom 1 have fent unto you with 8. 
this Deiign, that he might know how Things 
are with you ( 0 ), and that he might comfort 
your Hearts: I have fent him together with 9. 
Qnefimus. , a faithful and beloved Brother, who 
is of your City. They fhall acquaint you with 
allThings that are done here. Ariftarchus (p), 10* 
my Companion in Bonds, faVites you ; and fo 
does Mark 3 Nephew to '^Barnabas (concerning 
whom you have already received a Meflage (*),• 
if he come unto you, receive him kindly) And ii„ 
Jefus who is alfo called JuJlus. Thcfe are of 
the JewiJh Nation, and the only Pcrfons there- 


NOTES. 

7 ftf) In the Lord,'] This feems to me to relate to each of the three Chara&ers given of 
T’yJjicus-, and therefore, rendering it Chriflian, I have prefixed it to them all, to iminutc 
as much. 

8 ( 0 ) The Alexandrian, and many other good MSS. read this Verfe exa&ly as Eph. vu 
Whom I have fent unto you for the fame Purpofe , that yc might know our Affairs t and that 

he might comfort your Hearts . 'This may be the true Reading; but fince the Thing., 
wherein the Difference of the two Readings lies, is exprefled, v. 9. I have chofen to fol¬ 
low the fame Copy our Tranflarors did, which declares his Defire, both chat he might know 
their Affairs, and chat they might know his. 

io ( p ) Ariftarchus wav a Macedonian of ‘Theffdlonrc/ti ABs xix. 29. —xx. 4 « hut, as we are 
here told, a Jew by Defcent. He went with St. Paul into Afta t and was feized by the 
Mob at Ephefus ; and afterwards accompanied him to Home, Ads xxvii. 2. and was his Fel¬ 
low Labourer, Philem. 24. and his Companion in Bonds, as it is faid here. 

(*) EhiC{\i ovJoAaf. Te have received Commandments.] The Word fefitns t,fed, not in the 
moft' common Senfe of it; but in that wherein Cicero often ufes mandata t where Perfonshad 
no Authority to command. Thus he writes to Appius Pulchcr y Epift. Fam. Lih.iu. Epift. 10. 
TfulliuSycni mandata ad me dedifti, non convcnerat me. 4 TV//y, by whom you fent 3 Meffage 
c to me, had not come to me.* To this Purpofe is the Word ufed, Ads xvii, 15. *T(cy 
that eonduBed Paul f brought him to Athens, and receiving a Commandment to Silas andTimo- 
theus, for to come to him with all Speedy they departed . Where the Syriac has rranflated it re¬ 
ceiving a Letter , ^ ie ^ttilian t Receiving a Commiffon. Civility teaches us to 

efteem the reaionable Defires of Friends, as carrying in them the Force of Commands, 
tho* they pretend not to ufe any Authority 3 and hence the fame Manner of Speech is f»* 

miliar in the Modern Languages. 
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COLOSSI A NS. 

Paraphrase text. 


of ( q\ who joined with me to Ipread the 
Kingdom of God; and they have been a Com- 

12. fort to me. Epaphras alfo falutes you, who 
is one of your City, a Servant of Chrift, and 
who is always very earneft in his Prayers, that 
ye may ftand perfed and complete in the whole 

15, Will of God (r). For I can witnefs for him, 
that he hath a warm AfFedion and hearty Con¬ 
cern for you, and the Chriftians of Laodicea^ 

14. and Hiernpolis. <Luke , the beloved Phyiician, 

15. and ‘Demas falute you. Salute the Chnftian 
Brethren that are in Laodicea , and Kympbas , 
and the. Church whieh ufes to meet in his 

16. Houfe. And when thisJEpiftle has been read 
among you, take f are that it be read alfo in the 
Church of the Laodiceans , and that you read 

17. that from Laodiceans). And fay to Jrchip- 
£us 9 Take heed to the Miniflry which thou 

Jiaft 


which is called Juftus, who 
are of the circumcifion. 
Thefe only are my fellow- 
workers unto the king¬ 
dom of God, which have 
been a comfort unto me. 
Epaphras, who is one of'!* 
you, a fervant of Chrift, 
laloteth you, always la¬ 
bouring fervently for you 
in prayers, that ye may 
Hand perfect and com¬ 
plete in all the will of 
God. For I bear him re-1 5 
cord, that he hath a great 
zeal for you, and them 
that are in Landicea, and 
themin Hierapolis. Luke 14 
the beloved phyiician.and 
Demas greet you. Salute i-J 
the brethren, which are 
in Laodicea, and Nym- 
pha* t and the church which 
is in his houfe. And when ^ 
this epiftle is read amongft 
you, caufe that it be read 
alfo in the church of the 
Laodiceans ; and that ye 
vjikewjfe read the epiftle 
from Laodicea. And fay 17 
to Archippus, Take heed 
to the miniftry which 
thou haft received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfil it. 


mo t e s. 


1 t (y) *Thfe only art my FeMw- •workerj.} That is, the only ones of the Circotncifion j for 
’ ’Lake and Demas were with him. 

(r) In all the Will of Gsrf.] He has here a Refpefl: more especially to that Part of the 
Will of God, which was fo much upon his Heart, their maintaining their Chriftian Liberty, 
.and not fubmitting to the Jeavijb Ordinances. 

16 (j) The Epiftle from Laodicea could not be written by St. P4*/from thence, fince he 
vhad never been there, Cbap^iu 1. It feems probable, it was fome Epiftle written to him 
* by fome of the Laodiceans , giving an Account of tbeir own Cafe, and that of their Neigh¬ 
bours ttColofs \ and he judging it to contain fome what worthy to be confidered by the Co- 
Joffianj, was desirous it fhould be read among them. Or elfe, as is the Corye&ure of an in¬ 
genious and learned-Friend, he may here mean fotne Letter he had written to thofe of Lao- 
\4icea j of which, when tu t CohJftam feot a Copy of their Letter, the lame Meflengeis were 

to 
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18 Thefalutatiosbythehand haft received in the Lord, that thou may’ft ful- 

rny b^nd P rG«« e te“ith ty difcharge it. The concluding Salutation, I 
you. Amen. 'Paul write with my own Hand. Remember 

my Bonds. Grace be with you. Amen . 


NOTES. 

to bring a Copy Itc AjoZ/xa*; from Laodicta* 'Whatever the Letter was, ft is loft ; that 
which has appeared io the Woild, being too contemptible a Forgery ever to bccakeo for 
the writing of St. Pan/, by Pctfonsof the leaft degKe of Senfe and Judgment* 
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A N 

appendix, 

EXPLAINING 

E$h. iv. 8. and Pfal. Ixviii. 17,18. 


W HAT is here offered, was defigned to have been 

added at the End of the Note upon Col. ii. 15. till it 
ran out to fo great a Length, as to be like to prove 
an Interruption to Perfons in ftudying that Epiftle $ 
whence, it has been thought more advifeable to place it in an 
Jppendix by it felf. Nor can there be a fitter Occafion to treat 
of this Matter; Mr. Locke s admirable Paraphrafe and Notes upon 
The Epiftle to the Lpbejians having rendered it needlefs, at leaft 
for me, to think of ever writing upon it; and it being only pro- 
pofed to fupply what is perhaps a Defedt in him, who has faid no¬ 
thing to fix the Senfe of the Expreftlon here confider’d. Befides, the 
Subject is fo near akin to what has been treated of upon the forefaid 
Text in the Colofjians , that there can hardly be expedted a more 
proper Place, wherein the following Explication fhould appear. 

The Words to be confider’d, are Eph. iv. 8. Wherefore , he faiths 
. When he afcended tip on high , he led Captivity captive . Several 
Commentators obferving the great Refemblance between the two 
Epiftles to the Ephejians and Colojfians , have thought that St. 

!'Paul -had his Eye to the feme Thing in this Paffage, and in that 
.of Col. ii. 15. which has been commonly underftood in the Senfe ex- 
preffed by our Tranflators Having [polled Principalities and 
‘Powers, he made a Shew of them openly , triumphing over them 
jn it. 

The Refemblance between the two Epiftles is mod certain ; 
,3fid it does not feem improbable, that thefe two Paflages, as they 

have 


APPENDIX, 

have Imagined, deferve to be compared j and relating both to the 
fame Subjeft, may give light to one another. Whether they, who 
have thought thefe two Texts to be parallel, have not univerfally 
miftaken the Senfe of one of them; is referred to the Judgment 
of the Reader, who has in part conlidcr'd what has been 
faid upon that in the Coloffians. His Patience is now requeued 
in attending a modeft Enquiry, whether there be not equal Evi¬ 
dence, or at leaft great Probability, that the common Interpretation 
of the other Text in the Epheftans is a Miftakc alfoj and that it 
really treats of the fame Thing with Col. ii. 15. according as that 
has been before explained. 

The common Explication of the Words, is that when Chrift af- 
cended into Heaven, he led captive the Devil and his Angels, 
Death, Sin, the Law, the Curfe, dye. that thefe are to be con¬ 
sidered as Enemies, whom he conquered at his Death, and who 
then became his Captives j and that, when he afcended up on high, 
he carried them as it were bound, along with him, in a pompous 
and triumphant Shew of his Vi&ory j fo that his Alcenfion and En¬ 
try into Heaven, was like a Reman General’s going up in Tri¬ 
umph to the Capitol , with his Captives in their Chains attend¬ 
ing him. 

There are few among our modern Expofitors, who leave out 
the Devil and his Angels in accounting for this Captivity ; a Friend 
of Mr. Le Clcrc's , mentioned by him in his Supplement to Dr. Ham- 
movd , is the only one I have obferved ; and he underftands it of the 
dead Saints, who arofe at the Time of our Lord’s Refurre&ion. 
Among the Ancients there are more. St. Auftin , a Commentator on 
the Rfalms falfly fuppofed to be St. Jerom , IBeda , OecumenitiSy 
and perhaps fome others underhand it of Men j wherein Juft in Mar¬ 
tyr went before them, who fays: Dial, cum Dryph. p. m. 57. ‘ That 

* it was foretold, that after Chrift’s Return to Heaven, he Should 

* lead us captive [ i. e. free us ] from our Miftakes, and bellow 

* Gifts upon us:’ And then he cites the Words of the Prophecy 
juft as St. Raul does, except that he reads dvlQn for aVa£aV 3 and 
leaves out the Copulative before e’S'^xe. 

Little need be faid to Ihow how improperly Sin, the Law, and 
the Curfe are brought into the Number of the Captives. T heRro- 
[opopxia may be elegant enough, upon other Occalions ; but fuch 
feigned Perfons feem very unfuitable for the adorning a real and 
llately Triumph. Bcfides, there being nothing faid of them in either 
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of the parallel Texts, or their Contexts, the introducing them muf 
be judged wholly arbitrary, and a mere Imagination which needs 
no formal Confutation. 

The other Enemies may feem in this latter Refpe<ft to be much 
upon the fame Foot, there being Nothing exprefly faid of them in 
the Texts or Contexts; but, in the otherRefpedt, as they are not 
fuch feigned and merely figurative Perfons, they may feem much 
more likely to be intended. Neverthelefs this Interpretation, fo 
far as it relates to the evil Angels, feems to overthrow it felf; or at 
leaft it does not look very probable. The Reafon is, becaufe it 
reprefents our Saviour as carrying the Devil and his Angels with him 
into Heaven; which has not the leaft Countenance from any other 
Place of Scripture, and does it felf look fo unlikely, that no one 
would care to afl’ert it from one Angle and very obfeure Expref- 
flon. Nor can this I think be avoided by having Recourfe to the 
'Roman Triumphs, in which the Captives were no farther led in 
Triumph than to the Forum , from whence, without afeending to 
the Capitol\ they were order d toPrifon', or to Execution (See Cicer . 
Lib. v. in Verr. Num. 77.) for beflde that there is nothing in the 
Courfe of our Saviour’s Triumph to anfwer to the Forum , the Ex¬ 
ception feems to be precluded by the Apoftle’s Expreifion; and bis 
leading. Captivity Captive is determined to be when be afeended 

up O N HI G H. 

It will probably be objected, that Chrift’s Afcenflon here imports 
more than is commonly iignifled by that Term; and that it takes in 
the whole Time from his RefurreCtion to his compleated Afcenflon, 
as may be judged from v. 9, 1 o. and that dva&a.c, being an ylorifi^ 
does not denbte any fixed and certain Time; and that therefore 
•his leading the evil Angels in Triumph, might be prefently after 
his Refurredtion, without fuppofing them to attend him into Heaven 
at his proper Afcenflon. 

But it may be anfwer’d, 1. That this feems wholly to fpoil the 
'Allufion, and the fuppofed Beauty of the Interpretation; for then 
Chrift’s afeending into Heaven will be without the Attendance of his 
Captives, or the having them led after him in his Retinue. 2. Tho’ 
his afeending up*on high fhould be allowed to comprehend the 
whole of his Exaltation, from his Refurredtion to his proper Af¬ 
cenflon ; yet it muft chiefly denote the latter, as St. Paul's Words, 
c.. 1 o. ftiow: He that defeended, is the fame alfo that afeended up 
for above all Heavens, that be might fill all ‘Xbings; So that ac¬ 
cording 
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cording to his own Interpretation, Chrift’s Afcenfion was that 
which wa s far above all Heavens. And indeed however he draws an 
Argument from fomcwhat implied in theW ords,upon which he defcants; 
yet t-he Words thcmfelves relate only to our Saviour’s proper Afcen¬ 
fion : Wherefore he faith, when he afcended up on high, he led 
• Captivity captive. This afcending up on high , however it implies 
his coming out of the Grave, as he firft defcended into it, and that 
might be called an Afcenfion in fome Senfe j yet the coming thence 
to the Surface of the Earth, would not be called an afcending up 
on high . This therefore hiuft fignify his afcending up far above all 
Heavens , as St. ‘Paul explains it; and it truly relates to that only. 
2, Tho’ avctacti does not exprefs any definite Time, yet it feems 
reafonable to- fuppofe it relates only to one Time, whatever that be; 
and confequently as two Things are faid to be done by him afcend¬ 
ing, they ought both to be done when he was about to afcend, or 
both to be done in his Afcenfion ; but the former cannot be, be- 
caufe tho’ he fhould be fuppofed to lead Captivity captive when 
he was about to afcend, yet his receiving or giving Gifts to Men 
is certainly in his Afcenfion, as Generals ufed not to beftoW their 
Donatives before they triumphed. 

It may perhaps be farther alledged, that tho’ the PafTage may 
not fo well fuit the leading the Devil and his Angels captive, in his 
triumphant Afcenfion; yet it may well enough fuit the other Ene¬ 
my, 'Death , in as much as it is certain that the Graves were opened, 
and many Podies of the Saints which Jlept, arofe, and came out cf 
the Graves after his PeftirrcUion, and went into the holy City, and 
appeared unto many, Matth. xxvii. 52, 53. Now thefe, who had 
been before Captives of Death and the Grave, may be thought to 
have been taken up by Chrift into Heaven, at his Afcenfion; and 
fo he may be faid, with reference to them thus refcued, to have led 
Captivity captive. 

But tho’ this, at firft Sight, may feem plaufible; yet upon far¬ 
ther Enquiry it hardly will fatisfy. For, 1. This is wholly a 
Conjecture, nor have we in any Place of the New Teftament that 
I know of, the leaft Hint that thefe Saints then afcended; and yet 
one would expeCt fome Hint of it, if that had been the Thing fo 
exprefly foretold by the Pfalmift. 2. Nor docs the Thing feem to 
aniwer the Greatnefs of the Expreflion, or the vaft Solemnity of the 
Occafion; that is, thefe Saints appear not to have been numerous 
enough, to make up fuch an auguft Retinue, as would fuit the glo- 
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rious Triumph of our afcending Lord. It is faid indeed : Many 
Bodies of the Saints arofe: But many is a very equivocal Term, and 
often denotes no more than feveral; and to look no farther than 
that Text, we have there perhaps an Inftance of this Ufe of it, 
when it is faid of thefe Saints, that they went into the holy City , 
and appeared unto many. Here the many ) as is probable, were 
comparatively but few ; it being not likely, that thefe raifcd Saints 
appeared to the unbelieving Jews, to whom our Lord would not 
vouchfafe to Ihow himfelf after his Refurre&ion: And if they ap¬ 
peared only to Chrift’s Difciples, they were then but about an hundred 
and twenty, JUs i. 15. nor does there any confiderable Addition ap¬ 
pear to have been made to their Number, till after our Saviour’s Af- 
cenfion, and the pouring out the Holy Ghoft. Nor need we think 
this was a Favour granted to the eminent and extraordinary Saints, 
who had lived under the old Difpenfation, as a lingular Reward of 
their diftinguiflied Virtue and Piety. ( David i who ufes to be 
ranked among thofe Saints, was certainly not of the Number of 
thofe who were raifed, and are fuppofed to have afcended with 
Chrift, dtts ii. 34. And indeed it feems probable, that had this 
been the Cafe, fome of their Names would have been cxprefly 
mentioned, that we might the more take notice of the Regard 
God pays to the extraordinary Holinefs of his Saints; as we find 
Mofes and TLlias are named as appearing with Chrift at his Tranfc 
figuration. Befides, even thus the Train of his Attendants would 
have been too few to grace his triumphant Entry into Heaven. 
But indeed as the Thing was probably deligned for the fuller alluring 
our Lord’s defponding Difciples of the Truth of his Refurre&ion, 
it is likely they were fome of the Saints who died but a little before, 
and fo were well known to thofe to whom they appeared ; and 
therefore, if we underftand the many Saints that arofe in the fame 
Manner, as we do the many to whom they appeared, they in like¬ 
lihood were but few, too few to be the only ones taken notice of 
in the Account of our Lord’s Retinue in his triumphant Afcenfion. 
3. This feems not well to agree with the Apoftle’s Account, v. 10. 
that he afcended up far above all Heavens , that he might Jill all 
things. Thefe all Things feem not to relate to the wicked Angels, 
whom I remember not that he is ever faid to fill ; but only to Men, 
and good Angels; Men, for whom he received Gifts; and good An¬ 
gels, who all of them belonged to, and moft of them frequently were 
in thofe Heavens, above which he afcended, in order to the filling 

all 
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all Things. So that upon the whole, we cannot perhaps So cora- 
modioufly underftand the Expreffton concerning any other but the 
good Angels ,• and they truly feem to be the Captivity which he then 
led captive. 

To confirm this Interpretation, the Reader is defired to confult 
carefully the Place whence the Apoftle takes his Citation ; where 
he will find the good Angels are juft before fpoken of; but not the 
leaft Notice is taken of the evil Angels, that lliould incline us to 
underftand the Exprellion of his leading Captivity captive concern¬ 
ing them. I will let down the two Verfes as they are in our Trans¬ 
lation, c Pfal. Ixviii. 17, 18. and make Some Remarks upon them. 

‘The Cbat'iots of God are twenty thonfand, even tboufands of Angels ; 
tbe Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy ‘Place, thou baft 
aft ended on high, thou baft led Captivity captive, thou haft received 
Gifts for Men. There is nothing here to make us think of the evil 
Angels, nor will the ftri&eft Examination of the Words at all in¬ 
courage the explaining, the Captivity concerning them. But let us 
diftin&Iy view the Expreilions. 

The Chariots. of God are twenty thoufand .] Or the Chariot , it be¬ 
ing lingular in the Hebrew. As the Pfalmift is foretelling the a found¬ 
ing of Chrilt into Heaven in Triumph ; fo in thefe Words he de¬ 
scribes the triumphant Chariot in which he afeended. This always 
ufed to be as ftately and grand, as it could poflibly be made; but 
the fineft Chariot made with Hands, could, have no Glory in 
comparison of that which was conftituted of the moft excellent 
Order of Beings, the Angels themfelves j and without all doubt 
thefe Angel's, of which the Chariot of God confifted, were 
the good Angels, and not the bad ones, or a Mixture of both. 

No one doubts that the good Angels only were the Chariot of 
Tire , and the Horfes of Tire , wherewith Tlijah went up to Hea¬ 
ven, 2 Kings ii. 11. And from the Account given of his being ta¬ 
ken up to Heaven, we may well learn the Dcfign of what is here 
mentioned of the Chariot of God, at the Time of our Lord’s Af- 
cenfion. It may give Some Light to this Palfage, and the Sub- 
je<ft under Consideration, if we compare Some other Texts herewith, 
Pfal. civ. 3,4. Who maketh the Clouds his Chariot, who wal- 
keth upon the Wings of the Wind. Who maketh bis Angels Winds 
Tee this rendering fully justified by the learned Dr. Hammond,, in 
iis Notes on the Pfalm, and on Heb. i. 7.] his Minifters a Tlame 
of Tire. Why Should we not take all this to be fpoken with a pe¬ 
culiar 
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culiar Regard to the Angels, who are compared to the Clolids 
and Winds ■, not barely for their Swiftnefs, but likewife as they 
exert their Power in the Winds and Clouds fwiftly moving them? 
Hence, when Elijah was taken up to Heaven with a Chariot 
of Fire, and Horfes of Fire ft. e. by the Miniftry of Angels) yet 
it is exprelly faid that he went up by a Whirlwind into Heaven. 

2 Kinsrs ii. 11. And the making the Clouds his Chariot , and walk¬ 
ing upon the Wings of the Wind, are thus exprefled, Pfal. xviii. 1 o. He 
rode upon a Cherub, and did fly; yea , he did fly upon the Wings of 
the Wind. And again, Ifa. xix. r. Lhe Lord rideth upon a fwift 
Cloud. Now thefe Angels who are God’s Chariot, can be only 
the good ones, becaufe the Apoftle having cited that Pullage, 
Pfal. civ. 4. foon after adds: Are they not all miniflring Spirits, fent 
forth to minifter for them who Jhall be Heirs of Salvation ? Heb. i. 
7, 14. God frequently ufed their Miniftry, imploying them in fuch 
a fenfible Manner, 2 Kings vi. 17. Nor is it unlikely, that they, as 
God’s Chariots and Horles, caufed the Syrians to hear the Noife of 
Chariots and Horfes, even the Noife of a great Ho ft, 2 Kings vii. 
6 . It does not feem likely that the Syrians were deceived, and 
that they heard nothing at all, and that all was their own pure 
Imagination. It is more reafonably thought they actually heard the 
Noife of God’s Chariots, God then going forth with his Angels to fave 
his People j compare 2 Sam. v. 2 4. Ezek.'u 24* By what has been faid,’ 
I hope it appears plain, that the good Angels are reprefented by the 
Pfalmift as attending and miniftring to our Lord, in his triumphant 
Afcenfion. Nor does it feem abfurd to fuppofe the Prophet Daniel 
fpeaks of the fame Thing, in thofe fomewhat like Terms, Dan. vii. 
13.7 Jaw in the Night Vifions, and behold, one like the Son of 
Man came with the Clouds of Heaven ft. e. according to Pfal. civ. 3. 
with the Angels) and came to the Ancient of Days ft. e. afeended 
to God) and they ft. e. the Cloud's, or the Angels) brought him 
near before him. That this belongs to his Afcenfion, the next Words 
feem to fhow, as they fpeak of that which was certainly then done 2 
And there was given him Dominion, and Glory, and a Kingdom , 
that all People, Nations, and Languages Jhould ferve him. His 
Dominion is an everlafting Dominion , which jhall not pafs away, 
and his Kingdom that which Jhall not be deftroyed. From fuch 
Tallages of the Old Teftament, we learn the Manner of our Lord’s 
Afcenfion, which is more obfeurely hinted in the New. For I think 
. it is no where exprelly f^id in the New Teftament, that the Angels 
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attended our Lord at his Afcenfion ; but hints of it, I believe, we 
may find there, as Luke xxiv. 51. And it came to pafs, while ho 
blejjed them, he was parted from them, and carried into Heaven. 
The Expreifton parted from them is like that of Elijah, and the 
Thing may well be thought owing to the fame Agents: Behold, 
there appeared a Chariot of Fire, and Horfes of Fire, and parted 
them both a funder- And if he was carried into Heaven, by whom 
Ihould it be but by the holy Angels? Is it likely that Elijah 
ihould be thus attended, and that our Lord fhould afeend folitary, 
and without any Attendants? No doubt he was able to afeend by 
his own Power, without their Affiftance, or miniftring to him ; but 
was this agreeable to the Solemnity of a Triumph ? The Generals 
who triumphed, were able to go a Foot themfelves; but for the 
greater State and Pomp were they always carried. The Term car¬ 
ried feems to fpeak our Saviour to be paflive, and if he was car¬ 
ried by an external Power, it is raoft reafonable to fuppofe it was 
by the Angels, whom God ufes to imploy for fuch Purpofes. So 
again, Mark xvi. 1 9. and AUs i. 2, xi. He is faid to be received or 
taken up. And Aids i. 9. When he had fpoken thefe Things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up, and a Cloud received him out of 
their Sight. This Cloud may be underftoodof a Cloud of Angels, 
who might alfo ufe and manage a material Cloud for fuch a Purpofe. 
St. Chryfoftom therefore feems to be miftaken, when he thus com¬ 
ments upon thofe Words, Ffal. xlvii. 5. God is gone up with a 
Shout: ( He does not £hy, he was carried up, but he is gone up, 

* that he might Ihow that he went up this way himfelf, without any 

* one to conduct him. Elijah indeed, tho’ he went not fo far as 

* Chrift, was conducted by another Power; for the human Nature 

* was not able to travel that ftrange Path ; but the only Begotten 

1 afeended by his own Power. Hence Luke fpeaks thus: And they 
4 looked up ftedfaftly, as he went (uroftvoydvH aVra) to Heaven. He 
c does not fay when he was received or carried up umv «»«- 
‘ XxjjA.o.v^lLvh at/j£, 8 ( 5 "l for whatwas done was his own 

* proper A Oil This may feem ftrange, lince St. Luke twice, and 
St. Mark once ufes the former of thefe Words in the Places juft 
now referred to j and it is faid A els i. 9. He was taken or carried 
lip (lit&fbri) This gives us a fuller Account of thofe Words of the 
two Angels, Acts i. 11. Te Men of Galilee, why ft and ye gazing up 
into Heaven ? this fame Jefus which is taken up from you into Hea¬ 
ven, fhall fo come in like Manner as ye have feen him go into Hea¬ 
ven . Now nothing can be more exprefs, than that lie will, at his 
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fecond coming, be thus attended with the holy Angels, Mattb. 
y.vi. 2.7. —xxv. 31. 2 L'heff. i. 7. Jude 14. And in all Probability, 
it is the fame Thing that is meant, when he is faid to come in a 
Cloud , or in the Clouds, Mattb. xxiv. 3 0. —xxvi. 64. Mark xiii. 
2d. —xiv. 62. Luke xxi. 27. 1 L’heff. iv. 17. Rev. i. 7. —xiv. 14, 
And as the Clouds iignify the Angels , fo it is remarkable, that they 
arc not in any of the foregoing Places, or in any other I remember, 
mentioned both together, which is fome ConHrmation of this In¬ 
terpretation: To which let it be farther added, that as the Shecbi- 
nab , or Glory of God that ufed to appear, is commonly called a 
Cloud ; fo this was reckon’d to confift of an Hoft of Angels. And 
agreeably to the forefaid Account, the Prophet Ezekiel gives 11s a 
lofty Defcription of God’s Chariot, as a Whirlwind , a great Cloudy 
a Fire , and Rrightnefs , Chap. i. 4. the living Creatures are repre- 
fented with Wings, v. 9. the Chariot with Wheels, v. 15, 1 6. whofe 
Strakes were of a vaft Circumference, v. t8. their Noifc as the 
Noife of a great Hoft, v. 24. And it is faid, v. 28. Lhis was the 
Appearance of theLikenefs of the Glory of the Lord. And that they were 
Angels feems plain from Chap. x. 20. Thefe Scriptures being well 
confider’d, there can hardly any doubt remain, that this Chariot of 
God belongs wholly to the good Angels, and that the bad have no¬ 
thing to do with it. I go on with the Words of the Pfalmift : 

Even thtufands of Angels. ] This Paftage muft be owned to be 
very obfeure, by reafon of the Word TWB* which is render’d An¬ 
gels, but is not to be found in any other Place of the Bible. I will 
briefly mention all the Senfes put upon the Words, and it will ap¬ 
pear that which ever is chofen, it relates not to the evil Angels. 

1. If we underftand it as our Tranflators, and the Ear gum do, it 
is but rcafonable to fuppofe they are fuch Angels as were referred 
to before, in thofe Words: Lfhe Chariot of God is twenty thoufand. 

2. If we take the Word, with others, to iignify falcatos currus , 

or Chariots with fharp Hooks or Scythes ; this will beft fuit the 
Power and Terror of good Angels, as conftituting a formidable 
Army j which can’t be fuppofed, according to the common Inter¬ 
pretation, of difarmed and captive Devils, led in Chains after the 
.triumphant Conqueror. 3. If we follow the LXX in their ordinary 
Reading and render it thoufands of prosperous 

ones, or the Reading of other Copies, mentioned by Kircber in 
■his Concordance , yfhiaAu; tvQv/Msv1c*>v 3 with which the Vulg. Latin 
■agrees, mi Ilia Ltantium, together with the ALtbiopic , thoufands of 
fuch as rejoice [They feem to have read in their Copies tjnb' by 
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an eafy tranfpofing of the tt ] This can’t belong to the evil Angels, 
who have no Caufe of Joy, and efpecially had none at our Lord’s 
Afcenfion. 4. If with the Syriac we render it, The Lord rode with 
Myriads , and thoufands of (his) Hojl, or Jr my j the evil Angels 
are no Part thereof. 5. If we underftand the Word to fignify 
doubled , reiterated r , or repeated , i. e. many; Or, 6 . If we render 
the whole thus, which perhaps is as agreeable as any of the reft. 
The Chariot of God is twenty thoufand Times a Thoufand doubled , 
or, federal Times repeated (as indeed they muft be often repeated, 
to reach the Number exprefled by the Prophet, Dan. vii. 10.) there 
can be nothing faid of the Devil and his Angels j but, according to 
the latter rendering, they muft all be fuppofed of a Sort. 

The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the holy Tlace .] The 
Expreflion of the Lords being among them , is perhaps a Demon- 
ftration, that he fpeaks only of good Angels •, and that confequently 
we have nothing hitherto to lead us to think the evil ones are at all 
referred to in the Context. But it muft be owned that the Con- 
cifenefs of the Hebrew , renders the Senfe in other RefpeCts obfcure. 
The Lord's being among them may feem fully enough exprefledj 
but after that we have nothing in the Hebrew , but Sinai in Holi- 
nefs. Now tho’ my Argument does not neceflarily oblige me to 
it, and what, is clear and exprefs in the Original, is fufhcient for 
nvy Purpofe j yet, that I may explain the Pfalmift, or excite others 
to attempt it, I will offer my own Conjecture, and a better Title I 
pretend not to give to what I can fay concerning fo obfcure a Paf- 
fage. I think then, that by Verfe 18, where he fpeaks to Chrift 
in the fecond Perfon: Thou hafi afcended , we are led to take 'jTN 
in c. 17. in the Vocative, rather than the Nominative Cafe,- and 
fo I would render the Place thus: Oh Lord , in them [was thy 
Chariot] Sinai being in Holinefs [ i. e. when Sinai was a holy 
Place, by reafon of the Shechinah~\ in them as thy Chariot (which 
I underftand to be repeated aVo xowts) thou hajl afcended up on 
high , thou hajl led Captivity captive , &c. Nothing looks more 
natural, than that as the Pfalmift had reprefented the Angels as 
the Chariot of God , he fliould prefently add two famous Inftances 
of their being made ufe of as fuch j nor is it eafy to imagine for 
what other Purpofe they are fpoken of as a Chariot, or how we 
can any other way difeover a Connection in the feveral Parts of 
the Pfalmift's Difcourfe. It will not be needful to fay much, to fhow 
that what this Interpretation goes upon is Matter of FaCt ; and that 
the Angels were at Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law- See 
jUs vii. 53. Gal. iii. 1$. heb. ii. 2. and efpecially Dent. xxx. 2. 
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The Lord came from [ or to, as Commentators ufually expound 
it, and the Particle fometimes lignifies] Sinai, and rofe tip from 
Seir unto them ; he Jhined forth from Mount Paran, and he came 
with ten Thoufands of his Saints, or his holy ones, i. e. his Angels. 

I think every Thing hitherto makes for this Interpretation. All 
that remains is to fliow that both the Hebrew and Greek Expref- 
lions will bear the Senfe put upon them. It is agreed on all 
hands, that the AbflratSt is here ufed for the Concrete ; and that by 
Captivity we are to underhand Captives nor would it be ftrange, if 
this Captivity lliould (land for fuch an entire SnbjeUion , as is the 
ordinary Confcqucnce of Captivity j and then we ill all have the 
fame Senfe exprelled, i ‘Pet. iii. 22. Who is gone into Heaven , and is 
on the Right Hand of God, Angels, and Authorities, and Powers 
being made fubjeit unto him. Compare Eph. i. 20--22. Philip . ii. 
p—11. And if St. Augujiine's Glofs will juftify the Ufe of the Ex- 
prelfion when explained of Men, it will do it as well when it is un- 
derftood of Angels. His Words are remarkable, and deferve tran¬ 
scribing : * Ipfos itaque homines qui captivi tenebantur, appellat 
‘ captivitatem. — Cur enim non Jit captivitas felix, Ji & ad bonum 
* homines pojj'mt capi? Unde & Petro diUum eft ; Ex hoc jam ho- 
c mines eris capiens. Captivati ergo quia capti, (j capti quia fub- 
c jugati, ftib lene illud jugum mijjil It is true, if we were entirely 
to be guided by the Etymology, the Words etiy^ahAtvc-iv, aiy/ux* 
X<Al'Cgav s a.i^/LLa.Xct>m'z, &c. would relate to Perfons taken 

captive in War ; but nothing is more common, than for Words to 
come to be taken in a much laxer Senfe than their Etymology will 
account for ; and this I think is evidently true of thefe Greek Words. 
It may not be difagreeable to the Reader to obferve how ALlian, Vdr. 
Hiji. Lib. xii. c. 38. ufes the Word dip/xdxAtSr. Again St. Paul, 
three feveral Times, ufes the Compound*<jvv<ziyjudAet>1&,, for a Fel¬ 
low-Captive, tho’ the Captivity was not at all the Efl'ett of War. 
The Places are Rom. xvi. 7. Col. iv. 10. Pbilem. 23. Thus he 
fays the Law in his Members brought him into Captivity to the 
Law of Sin, Rom. vii. 23. where muft import a 

captivating , not by abfolute Force, but with his own Confent. 
In like Manner he ufes the fame Word, zCor.rt. 5. Hr inping into 
Captivity, et ery Thought to the Obedience of Chriji. 

But if his alluding in thefe Viaces to War fhould be thought to 
render thefe Examples lefs proper; yet that in Judith xvi. 9. is 
full to my Purpofe: Her Sandals ravijked bis Eyes, her Reality 
captivated his Soul, -\vyjw hutS. And thus St. Paul, 

2 Tim. iii. 6. Of this Sort are they who creep into Houfes, and 

lead 



APPENDIX. 75 

lead captive, diyixa.X'Jfov'kt, filly Women , not by Conftraint, but 
by Perfwafion and their own Confent. And in like Manner, Juftin 
Martyr , in the Place referred to before, mud ufe this Word for 
fuch a captivating as is with the Confent of thofe who are made 
Captives; when he fays: c It was prophefied, that Chriftfhould lead 
c us captive from our Errors, diyfA.a.Xct>%uacti durcv r./ud<; duo tm? ®Aair?. 

As to the Hebrew , I obferve that the Chaldee Paraphraft thought 
the Exprelfion would bear fuch a Senfe as I put upon it; for he, 
fuppofing very ftrangely, that Mofes was the Perfon fpoken of in 
the Pfalm, gives this for the Senfe: Thou haft led Captivity captive , 
thou haft taught the Words of the Law ; where he muft make the 
Ifraelites the Captivity led captive ; and certainly the Phrafe may, 
with as little Harfhnefs, be ufed concerning the good Angels. But 
I would farther obferve, that the Hebrew rots' the Syriac N 3 tS» and 
the Jrabic OD have all the fame Signification ,• and accordingly is 
the Hebrew rendered in both thofe Tranflations, and fo is the Greek 
in Lph, iv. 8. We may therefore judge from the Senfe of thefe 
Words in thefe Tranflations, in what Latitude the Hebrew may be 
ufed. Now, both the Syriac and the Jrabic , thus render St. TauT s 
diy/u<tX(dli^ovhc, 2 Tifn. iii. 6 . Leading captive filly Women; as they 
do likewife both of them, Horn. vii. 23. To the fame Purpofe the 
Syriac renders his ovvatyt*d A» 7 ©. in all the three Places referr’d to 
above. Finally, As the Evangelift ufes the Word dtyfxd\uil@. , Luke 
i^. 18. To preach Deliverance to the Captives , where the Captives 
muft be willing Captives; fo the Syriac and Jrabic render it by 
the fame Term, as that is alfo ufed in the Hebrew , Ifa. lxi. 1. And 
Dr. Caftcl , in his Lexic «, gives two Significations of the Jrabic 
Verb much to the Purpofe. 1. It fignifies to enamour ; Rapuit a- 
more , ft. feemina cor viri (juft in the Senfe in which by/xa.hdm^i is 
ufed in Judith in the Place before cited) whence one of the Deri¬ 
vatives rrsDO ( Masbiyaton ) is render'd by him captivans cor da, 
ft. puella. 2. To remove or carry any Thing from one Region 
or City to another. Ex regione in regionem , five ex urbe in urbem 
tranfvexit , ft. vinum ; which fhows in how great a Latitude this 
Word was ufed, and fuits well enough the foregoing Account. So 
that I think, both the Hebrew and Greek will allow this Interpretation. 

Give me leave to iliuffrate the whole by an eafy Example. When 
any great Emperor, or General, was fpreading his Conquefts, and 
enlarging his Dominion, it was ufual for him to have many Captives 
who were taken in Battle, actually oppofing him, and making Re- 
ixftance ■, while others either from Difcontent under their old Govern¬ 
ment, or from a Love to, or the Terror of the Arms of the Inva¬ 
der, 
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dcr, willingly yielded themfelves to be his Subjects, without making 
the’ lead Oppofition againft him. Now, tho’ thefe were ordinarily 
treated in a different Manner, and more Favour was efpecially fhown 
to fiich as appeared to have been mod free and hearty in their Sub¬ 
notion • yet both forts were in a State of Servitude and Subjection, 
and might be confidcr’d as Captives. Thus, tho’ the Romans di- 
ftinguifhed the captivi and the dedititit , yet the latter were as truly 
Slaves as the former, fuppofing the Surrender was abfolute,and not up¬ 
on Terms dipulated between them. And this appears from the Form in 
which the deditio , or Surrender was made. See Livy , Li b. i. £.3 8.—vii. 
31. and ‘Plant, in Amphitr. A'cik.v. 69—71,102,103. 1 hey who were 
implOyed to make the Surrender, gave up to thofe to whom they made it, 
themfelves, their People, City, Lands, Water, Borders, Temples, Al¬ 
tars, Houfes, Utenfils, Children, and every Thing they had, whether 
divine ordiumane. And thus among the Ifraelites , the Gibeonites y 
who were dedititii , were Servants, and made Hewers of Wood , 
and Drawers of Water y yojlo. ix. 23. Compare Dent. xx. 10—14. 
It is thus we fhould confider the Cafe here before us. Our Saviour 
being raifed from the Dead, was appointed by God to be the univer- 
fal King, and claiming this his juft Authority, was oppofed by fome, 
as by the Jcws y many of the Gentiles , and by all the evil Angels ; but 
there were many others, who being convinced of his Greatnefs, Merit, 
and Right, willingly fubmitted themfelves to him, and triumphed 
in their becoming his Subjects 5 among thefe were thofe good An¬ 
gels, who formerly had been his Fellows , Heb. i. 9. being Viceroys 
in their refpeCtive Provinces, as Chrift was in IfraeL Thefe quit¬ 
ting all their Power, and refigning it to the raifed and exalted Mef- 
ftah, now conftituted King of the World, willingly put themfelves 
into the State of Captives under him, to be poftelfed, ufed, ruled, 
and difpofed of by him, as he pleafed ; and thefe not as conquered, 
forced, and conftrained, but as his willing Captives, he led with 
him in his triumphant Afcenfion into Heaven, a moft glorious and 
honourable Train, fit for the Region to which they were led, and 
every way qualified to adorn the Triumphs of his ftately Entry. 
And as they fo cheerfully fubmitted to him, and became his At¬ 
tendants and Minifters, God propofed them as an illuftrious Pattern 
of that Subjection and Obedience, that fhould be paid by us to 
Chrift. Let the impartial Reader upon the whole weigh the 
Reafons here candidly alledged, without pretending to impofe an 
Opinion upon him. Nor may it be amifs for him, as he reads fome 
other Places of Scripture, to confider whether the fame Thing may 
Bot be intended in them, as particularly, Ffal. xlvii. 9. 

FINIS. .1 
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To the Right Honourable 

PETER Lord KING, Baron of 
Ockham , Lord High-Chancellor 
of Great Britain. 


My Lord, 

M Y former attempt of this nature ha¬ 
ving been addrefs’d to your Lordlhip 
in a lower character, decency requires 
an alteration in this, fince Your Lordlhip is 
now advanc’d to the higheft temporal dignity 
in the nation next to the Royal Family. 
It is the greateft pleafure like wife ta me to 
take this opportunity of exprelling my hearty 
concurrence in the national applaufe of His 
Majefty’s wifdom and goodnefs in lodging 
this very important truft in the Perfon fitted 
for it. Never certainly did any prince give a 
more univerfal and intire fatisfa£lion to his 
fubje6ts than His Majefty has done by this 
promotion. The prefixing Your Great Name 
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to the Varaphrafe and Notes on the Colofhans 
gave it a confiderable recommendation to the 
world ; nor can I doubt of an equal advantage 
from this repeated addrefs; efpecially fince I 
can now fay that Your Lordfhip was not dif- 
pleafed with the former performance, nor of¬ 
fended at the liberty I ufed in defiring Your 
patronage. Wherefore with the fame fub- 

thefe papers now offered to Your 

> 

My Lor d, 

Tout Lord s h i p’j* very humble 
and devoted Servant . 


miflion are 




THE 


PREFACE. 

T H E reception which the Paraphrafe and Notes 
upon the Coloffians met with , was much more fa¬ 
vourable than 1 could expefl. I have great fatif- 
faflion in the approbation of feveral whom aU the 
world will allow to be the beft judges , and who have exprefs'd 
their defire of my indeavouring to explain fome more of St. 
Paul’j epijtles. Upon fuch incouragement I have been, willing 
to review and put in order the obfervations I had made upon 
this epifile to the Philippians; wherein the difficulties do 
not appear to, be fo many or great , as in that to the Coloffi- 
ans j and fo there may be lefs to invite or gratify the curiofity 
of politer readers. 

This may make it look firange that the Paraphrafe and 
Notes upon this epifile flsould run out to a greater length than 
upon the other. And I own they might have been contra-- 
fled into a much narrower compafs than they are , and had 
been fo y if the notes upon the Coloffians had not been com¬ 
plained of as too obfcure for common readers , whom I would 
gladly affifi in fiudying the fcriptures , as they more than others 
need aU the help that can be afforded them. Upon this ac¬ 
count I have given way to a fomewhat more verboje fiile than 
1 (bould other wife choofe , and have as much as 1 could guarded 
againfi what might not be level to their capacities ' it and T 
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The PREFACE* 

m[h 1 could have done it more than I have. Some may cen¬ 
sure me as fwerving herein from the pattern Ipropofed to my 
felf to imitate j Mr. Lock t's Tarapbrafe and Motes upon the 
Galatians and Ephefians being much fhorter, tho* the epifiles 
them]elves are longer. But I have this to plead , that tho 
I propofed to my Jelf to imitate that great man, yet I never 
fuggejtcd the lea(l hope of coming up to him. Such a 
Genius as his is enough for an age to produce : I am fenfi- 
lie of the great difiance at which I mufi unavoidably follow 
him. However, I believe thofe who have read him , have 

perceived that he too often fuppofed thofe things would not be 
difficult to others, which he found eafy to htmfelf \ and have 
therefore wifhed that he had here and there interfpers’d fome 
more notes, and inlarged others , for the better clearing the 
fenfe of St. Paul to the lowefi readers. And to fucb it 
may be an advantage , if I my felf have been more fenfible of 
the difficulties which would be apt to hamper them, of which 
little if any notice would be taken by thofe of a quicker ge» 
nius. I hope therefore to be excufed by thofe who may think 
fome of my Notes redundant, for I had much rather they 
fhould be Juch for the fake of jome readers , than that by being 
overfparing I fiould leave any thing in the dark which I am 
able to make plain to them. 

The Advertifement at the end is intended to correff a 
very general mistake , and into which I had fallen my felf by 
following Mr. Locke ; concerning which I fball not add any 
thing more, but barely refer the reader to what is faid in it. 

But I fuppofe it may not be amifs to give fome account 
why the two differtations are added, which have no manner 
of relation to any thing faid on the Philippians, IVbenlfirfi 
defignd to write upon fome of St. PaulV epifiles, I had no dc- 
fign of treating on thofe which Mr. Locke had explain¬ 
ed : but the difficulties which have of late been vehement- 

b 
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Iy urged againjl the manner in which the writers of the 
new tejiament, and St. Paul in particular , cite the words 
of the old , made me look with the more attention into fuch 
citations as might fometime come in my way, and of which 
I hope to treat , if God gives life and health. I could not 
however avoid obferving.that tho’ Air. Locke had con- 
Jideredfeveral of thefe citations to very good pnrpofe , yet 
he had paffed over fome of them Jlightly. And indeed by 
fome paffages he has dropt here and there, he feems to 
have thought , that the hiflories of the old tef anient were 
originally dejignd as allegories. See his Paraphrafe on 
Gal. iv. 24. and his Notes on Eph. v. 32. and upon Rom»- 
x. 13. This is , I confefs, a way of interpreting feripture 
which I avoid as much as pojjible. I thought therefore it 
might be of fervice , if I tnae avowed to clear thofe cita-■■ 
tions which that excellent writer feem’d to have mijla- 
ken , or too lightly examin'd. And what occurrd concern¬ 
ing thefe I intended to add by way of Appendix to what I 
might publiflo on other epijlles. Accordingly I prepared 
three fuch fDiffertations upon three of St. Paul’s citations. 
The JirJl of them is what is here offered to the reader , up¬ 
on what St. Paul fays of Hagar, Gal. iv. 21, &c. This- 
is the only one in that epijlle , with which Mr. Locke be- 
gan , that needs clearing. . It had many years exercifed my 
thoughts, now and then , to no pnrpofe. But whether 1 
have now hit upon the true key is fubmitted to the rea¬ 
der. ‘There were two other fDiffertations that Jbould 
have accompanied this : But they being too long , and not 
to be divided , the publication of them at the defire of the 
bookfeller , is defer d. The other Differtation is not in¬ 
deed upon any citation of this apojile 5 but 'tis upon one of 
the mojl difficult citations of the new. tejiamentwherein 
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the enemies of revelation have always , and efpectally of 
late , very much triumph’d. So that I hope the occajion 
will vindicate me in my attempting to jujlify it. And I 
hope 1 have not wholly failed in my attempt. ‘But of that 
the reader mull judge for himfelf. 

May the Father of lights lead us all more and more into 
the underjlanding of his lively oracles , and thereby 
promote holinefs and peace , as well as truth , among 
m. 


ERRATA. 

P AGE 13. line 4. in the notes, read colojiiam, p. 32,1. 24. for here, r. there, p. 3 3. 1. 

from the bottom, r. Stygius, p. 36. J. 33. in the notes, r. cLKKrWuv. p. 37- 1 . 3 3 * r. 
ttVeretAJU y.u p. 38. 1. 5. from the bottom, r. yet'e&f* p. $2. 1. 4. from the bottom, r. or 
mttTopy. p. 64. !. 3. in the notes, r, Kis difeourfe. p. 94. 1 . 35.r. p* 95. 1 . r. This 

makes, Ibid. 1 29. r. His fenfe, &c. p.-97. 1 , 16. for ip*tvup\ p. 101. 1 . it. after Ijbi ] 9 

put a comma, p, 103.1,9. r.&elibui. 
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THE 


Epiftle of St. Paul 

TOTH E 

PHILIPPIANS. 


Written 
from 
Rome hy 
St. Paul 
in bonds 
in the year 
of our Lord 
6 z, of 
Nero 9. 


SYNOPSIS, 

P HILITT 7 , more anciently call’d Crenides , or Crenida^ 
probably from the fprings or fountains which arofe there, 
it being, a s Appian tells us, built upon a Hill, received its 
later name from Thilip , the father of Alexander the 
Great, who very much improv’d it, and increafed the Number of 
its Inhabitants, partly for the Sake of the gold mines there, and 
partly to make it a good fence againft the ‘Thracians: for fo Appian 
De bello civ. 1. iv. fays, Si s luful; stt) ©g^as yjafizv he 

fortified it as a good fence againft the Thracians. 

It was a city upon the borders of Thrace , and fometimes is rec¬ 
kon’d to belong to that country: but by St. Luke it is faid to belong 
to Macedonia , and to be a Colony, AUs xvi. 12. St. Lukes here 
ufing the Latin word xoAw/a inflead of the proper Greek term 
makes it very probable that he fpeaks of it as made a co¬ 
lony by the Romans , and not by the Greeks , which is farther con¬ 
firm'd hy his bringing in the Rbilippians afterwards, as calling 

B. therrt^ 
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themfelves ’Romans , v. 21. There is but little to be met with in 
hiftory to account for the time of the Romans planting a colony 
there; whence I could only form an uncertain conjecture concerning 
it, till a learned friend was pleas'd to afford me his afllftance, in 
whofe reafonsl doubt not the reader as well as I, will readily ac- 
quiefce. He thinks it evident that Julius Ccefar planted the firft 
colony at! Philippi , and that other inhabitants were afterwards fent 
thither by Juguftus. This appears by the coins of feveral Roman 
Emperors, particularly one of Claudius , with this infcription on the 
ReVerfe: COL IVL AVG PHILIP. See Traill ant. Mum. ar. imp. 
in col. tom. i. p. 160. Which occafions Spanbeim to fay: Quisjam 
Philippenfem in Macedonia coloniam a Julio & Jug ufto deduaam 
rettilit , nifiprxclari nummi adbuc fuperjlites ? Tho’ D io, Lib. li. 
tells 11s that Jugujlus fent the people of thofe towns in Italy who 
had fallen in with Antony , from thence to inhabit Philippi , and o- 
ther towns abroad. And as a farther proof that it was firft made a 
colony by Julius Cxfar, there is an infcription of an ancient Stone 
in Sponius with only his name: COL. IVL. PHILIP PENSIS. Mifc. 
p. 173. ’Tis likewife called a colony by Pliny^ lib. iv. 11. Intus 
Philippi colonia ; and frequently in the PandeUs. 

Of the Nature of thefe coldnies Jgellius treats, Lib. xvi. 13. 
<£ They don’t, fays he , come from abroad into the city, or grow 
<c upon their own roots; but are as it were propagated from the 
cc city, and have all the laws and cuftoms of the people of Rome, 
<c ana not of their own making.” Hence St. Luke brings them in 
■faying concerning Paul and Silas, v. 20, 21. Thefe men being Jews, 
do exceedingly trouble our city , and teach cuftoms which are not law¬ 
ful for us to receive , neither to obferve being Romans. 

As my Subject has led me to take notice of that text, JUs xvi. 12. 

I think it will not be amifs, before I difmifs it, to offer fomewhat to 
clear a Difficulty in it. It is there faid of Philippi , r/ H-n? ifi ntgd- 
% £ /niff ( 3 k. £ M a.xt$ m'a.i ttoAj?, which we translate. Which is the 
chief city of that part of Macedonia. Now to make $ here a rela¬ 
tive, and to tranflate it that feems very forced. In the margin we 
ha ve firft for chief: But Philippi was neither Hut firft nor the chief 
city of that part of Macedonia , wherein it flood. Livy, l. xlv. 29. 
tells us that Paulus JEmilius, who conquer’d Macedonia , order d 
it to be divided into four regions ox parts; of which cc Unam fore & 
" primam partem, quod agri inter Strymonem & Neffum amnem fit, 
(Jc." And in this firft part, between thofe two rivers, flood Phi-~ 
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lippi. But ’twas not the chief city of that divifion: for that was 
Amphipolis, as Livy foon after informs us: “ Capita regionum ubi 
“ conjilia fierent, prim<e regionis Amphipolim, fecundie Thefl'aloni- 
« cem, die.' Nor was it the ftrfl city : for that was Neapolis , menti¬ 
on’d by St. Luke, v. n. from whence ’tis there faid they went to 
Philippi, which flood in the heart of the country, as appears by 
'Ptolemy's Maps. My learned friend before refer’d to, very ingeni- 
oufly conje&ures that thefe difficulties may be eafily removed by 
only fuppofing that ir^ln thro’ the inadvertency of fome tran- 
feriber repeating the laft fyllable, crept in for iraceh^. And then the 
fenfe will ftand thus very plain and agreeable to hiftory: IVhich is 
a City of thefirfl part of Macedonia. And thus Cafiellio , accord¬ 
ing to his ufual accuracy has turn’d it: “ ffiu urbs eft prim<e partis 
<e Macedonia." This is farther confirm’d by a Greek coin in Gol- 
zius , with this infeription, MAKEA0ND.N T 1 PD.TH 2 Mace donum 
prirtite 3 foil. regionis or partis. Num . Gr<ec. Tab. xxii. Which 
ihows that the Greeks themfelves ufed the expreflion. Nor is what is 
faid of Philippi's being in the heart of the country contradicted by 
that expreflion, AUs xx. 6 . They failed from thence : for Grot ins 
has well explain’d it, that they failed firft down the river and then 
by fea. If any one diflik.es this conjecture for want of an authority, 

I will venture to offer my own, thatperhaps we may fa fely follow both 
Chryfoflom , the Syriac verfion, and the CamWidge MS. in leaving out 
(ZifAf&L, and read with the two former, ire-Phe tS? MaxeS'cwa?: 
only I fhould then choofe to read it in the Dative, it poll ^ for lv ir^y, 
which will bring it to my friend’s fenfe. 

Toretumnow from this digreffion; it appearsbythat chapter, AUs- 
xvi. that St. Paul being in Ajia, was by a vifion admonifned to go 
over into Macedonia to preach the gofpel, c. 9, 10. and being with 
his company, Luke , Silas, and Timothy, arrived at Philippi , he 
ftaid there certain, that is, many days, c. 12, 18. There feems to 
have been but few Jews who then inhabited that city, fince we find 
no mention made of any Synagogue they had in it. Nay, inftead 
of St. Paul's going, according to his ufual cuflom, to the Synagogue 
on the Sabbath-day, we read that he went to an oratory or Pro- 
feucha without the city: and fays St. Luke , v. 13. We fat dozen, 
and fpake unto the women which reforted thither. By which it 
feems probable, that the greater part of the aflembly conhftcd of 
women, and that there were but few men of that nation at Philippi, 
at that time. It is not unlikely they might be more numerous after- 
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ward when St. ‘Paul wrote this cpiftle : but at that time they feem 
to have been fo few as not to need, or be able to afford a Syna¬ 
gogue. Whence it is plain fome of the ancient Greek commentators 
nuift have been much miftakcn, and have confounded the account 
of Philippi with that of Corinth, Jiffis xviii. 8. when they talk, of 
the chief ruler of the Synagogue at Philippi's believing. 

St. Paul being here, converted Lydia, caft the Spirit of Python 
out of a damfel who brought her mafters much gain, by fouth-fay- 
ing. Thcfe being inraged at their lofs, drew Paul and Silas to the 
market- place, and accufed them to the magiftrates, who treated them 
fhamefully, i ‘Theff. ii. 2. and with feverity, for they rent off their 
clothes, and laid many ftripes on them, and then cafe them into pri- 
fon , charging the Jayler to keep them feafely, Adts xvi. 22,23, The 
Jayler underftood their meaning, and faithfully executed their com- 
milTion, and ufed them with rigour: but was himfelf converted, the 
providence of God miraculoufly concurring in an extraordinary 
earthquake, and he and his houfhold were immediately baptized. 

The foundation of a Chriftian church being thus happily laid at 
Philippi , it was afterwards confiderably increafed, and was pro¬ 
bably favoured with another vifit from St. Paul, when he went over 
Macedonia , JPls xx. 2. And we read exprefly of his being there 
afterwards, when he came out of Greece and was going into Jjia: 
for he failed from thence, <v. 6. 

Their behaviour was very commendable, as appears by the ac¬ 
count he gives of them in this epiftle: and particularly they had 
fhown their zeal for the fpreading the gofpel, and their affection to 
St Paul , by liberally contributing to his fupport and maintenance. 
This they did more than once, when he was at ‘Thejfalonica , where 
it might be thought he fhould not have needed contributions to be 
fent to him from any other place. Nay, the Philippians were the 
only Chriftian church of that country, that fent him any fupply. 

Being now in bonds, they were concerned for him, and fent 
Epaphroditus to him with a prefent. From him he had an account 
of their affairs; and by him now returning home he fends this letter 
to them. The account he received, as we may guefs from the epi¬ 
ftle to them, was. That they were much concerned for the trouble 
he now fuffered, that they hitherto continued ftedfaft in what he had 
taught them; but that there were fome who indeavour’d to divide 
them one from another, and to feduce them to a fubjettion to the le¬ 
gal ceremonies. Agreeably hereto, he teftifies his great affection to 
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them, and the value he had for them, efpecially upon the account of 
their ftedfaftnefs; and expreffes the grateful fenfe he had of the 
kindnefs they had fliown him formerly, and in what they had then 
fent him. And to abate their trouble for him, he allures them that 
his bonds had been very ferviceable in promoting the gofpel, that he 
was perfectly eafy under them, and was confident he fhould fpeedily 
be releafed from them, and have an opportunity of coming again to 
them. And confidering they were not themfelves free from perfec¬ 
tion, he feems to make it his aim to divert them from the dark and 
melancholy view of fuch troubles, and to lead them to think of 
them as occafions of joy and thankfulnefs. To prevent the mifchief 
of divifions, he urges upon them the ftrongeft and molt moving ar¬ 
guments to be unanimous, publick fpirited, and concerned for each 
others good, which would be a great comfort to him, as well as 
advantage to them. It is probable that they who were fowing the 
feeds of divifion among them, were the fame with thofe who indea- 
vour’d to feduce them to a fubje&ion to the ceremonial law, and to a 
feeking juftification thereby, and not by Chrift only; and that they 
attempted the former in order to their being the more fuccefsful in 
the latter. See Rom. xvi. 17, 18. However that be, it is certain 
that he earneftly cautions the Philippians againft the attempts of the 
Judaizers , with whom he compares himfelf, to fhow them how 
much more reafon they had to regard him, than fuch Seducers, of 
whom he alfo fpeaks in very fevere terms. And here his defign 
falls in with that of his epiftles to the Epbejians and Colojfmns , and 
he fets forth the great advantages of the gofpel, and the ufeleflnefs 
of the law. Thro’ his epiftle he fuggefts feveral moral inflections j 
and fome of them toward the latter end of it, that feem to have a 
peculiar regard to the fuffering condition in which they now any 
ways were, or to which they might hereafter be called. 


SECT. 




PHILIPP I ATf S. 

SECT. I. 

CHAP. Li, a. 

contents. 


T HESE two verfes contain the infcription or introduction of 
this Epiftle. 


■PARAPHRASE, TEXT. 


I • 


2 . 


P AUL and Timothy the fervants (a) of Jefus 
Chrift, to all who profefs themfelves Chri- 
ftians at 'Philippi, with the biihops and dea¬ 
cons of the church: favour and peace be to you 
from God our Father, and from the Lord Je* 
fus Chrift. 


P AUL and Timotheus the i. 

fervants of Jefus Chrift, 
to all the faints in Chrift 
Jefus, which are at Philippi, 
with the biihops and dea¬ 
cons : Grace be unto you i • 
and peace from God our 
Father, and from the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 


NOTES. 


i 00 Servants .] St. Paul in the infcription of moft oF his epiftles ftiles himfelf an Apoftle . 
Of the thirteen which have his name prefixed, there are but four {viz., the two to the Theffa - 
lonianSy that to Philemon , and this to the Philippians) wherein he does not exprefly in the in - 
feription mention his being an Apoftle. No doubt there was fome reafon why thefe four dif¬ 
fered from the reft in this refpett; whereof I propofe the following account, as that which to 
me feems moft probable. The two epiftles to the Thejfahnians were written before any of the 
reft, as I think all do agree : and the reafon why he mention’d not his apoftlefhip in them 
might be, becaufe when he wrote them he had not met with the oppofition he did afterwards, 
when there were fbme who indeavour’d to difparage him and undermine his authority. Thu 
was evidently the cafe when he wrote his next epiftle which feems to be his firft to the Corin - 
fhians y and fo when he wrote to the Galatians , and the Romans ; and this might well give him 
oceafion to be lb exprefs in alferting his apoftlefhip againft fuch detractors, tho’ before that op¬ 
pofition he did not think it neceflary to mention it. . Next as to his epiftle to Philemon , tho* that 
was unqueftionably writ a confiderable time after he had taken up that cuftom ; yet the na¬ 
ture of the epiftle may fuggeft to us a reafon why he mentions not his being an apoftle in the 
infcription, viz . becaufe he writes rather in the character of a friend to requeft a favour, than 
of an apofile to injoin any thing by virtue of his office. He ftiles himfelf therefore the captive 
of Jefus thrifts becaufe he thought that would be a very moving confideration, in a cafe 
wherein he pretended not to ufe any authority. To thispurpofe he therefore again infills upon 
it, and Ihows the reafon why he had before mentioned it, v . 9. For love's fake I rather intreat 
thee , being fuch an one as Paul the aged , and now alfo the captive of Jefus Chrft. But there muft 
be a very different reafon for the omilTion in this epiftle to the Philippians^ which was written 
about the fame time, and upon much the fame oceafion, with jh'ofe to the Ephejians and G>- 
lojftans , and wherein he writes with as much authority as in either of the other. The diffe¬ 
rence, if I guels right, is to be fetch’d from the prefent which they had fent him by Epaphro - 
ditus } and of which and fome former like inftances of their liberality, he defigned in the epiftle 

to 



PHILIPPIAN S. 

NOTES. 

to make a grateful acknowledgment. As an apoftle he had a right to demand maintenance from 
the churches, while he was difcharging his office. So he tells the Thejfalonians , of whom he 
received nothing, i Thejf. ii. 6. We might, fays he, have been burdenfom, i. e. chargeable, as 
the apoftles of Chrifi . Compare alio z Cor. xii. 12, 13. He feems therefore to omit the mention¬ 
ing his apolilefhip to them, that he might not leffen their generoficy and kindnefs to him, as 
tho’ he rhought what they did, flowed not from their bountiful temper, and that he counted 
himfelf not obliged to them, while they gave him nothing but what he could claim as rightfully 
due to him. Compare 1 Cor. viii. 8 . ix. 7. He might likewife omit his character, chat fo 
they might not imagine he claimed any farther afliftance of the like nature from them by virtue 
of his apoftlefhip. Whoever has obferved the generous temper which he difeovers in his epiftles, 
muft be fenfible that what I have faid, could not be foreign to it. For the fame reafon, per¬ 
haps, he ufes not that expreflion he does to the ColoJJians , Chap. iv. 18. Remember my bonds . 
Nor does he thro* his whole epiflle, as in thofe to them and the Ephefians, call himfelf the cap¬ 
tive of Jefus Chrifi : and when he could not well avoid fpeaking of his bonds, yet he feems to 
do It rather with a defign to abate their concern, than to move their compaffion upon the ac¬ 
count of them. Nor does he recommend himfelf by the confideration of his bonds to their 
prayers, as he does to the Ephefians and Colofpans : but as tho’ he purpofely avoided any inlinua- 
tion of his farther need of their help by reafon of his bonds, he fpeaks here more plainly and af- 
furedly of his Ipeedy deliverance; and perhaps, for this reafon too, he takes fuch particular 
notice in the falutations he fends, of the Chriftian friends he had belonging to C&fars houfhold, 
Chap.iv. 12. who, they might think, would not be backward to alfift him. 


SECT. II. 

CHAP. I. 3-11. 
CO NT ENT S. 


I N this, fedtion he acquaints the Philippians with the fatisfa&ion 
he had in them, ana how much he thanked God upon their ac¬ 
count, and what was the matter of his prayers to God for them. 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


’3, T Thank my God upon eve- 
1 ry remembrance of you, 
4; (always in every prayer of 


I Thank my God for all your kind remem¬ 
brance of me (£), always in every prayer 

of 

NOTES. 


3 ( 4 ) Et/ ’Tcttf'ij th fivztcL vj/.eoy. Upon every remembrance of you .3 Mr. Locke in his note up“ 
on Eph. L 15 - thus explains this paflage, that € he gave thanks to God upon every mencion tha^ 
\ was of them, upon every account he received of their continuing in the fellowftiip and 
4 P r °fcfli° n of the gofpel, as it had been taught them by him, without changing or wavering at 
all. Nor can there be any doubt, that fxmet fignifies mention (as our margin renders it) as well 
as remembrance • But I confefi the fenfe exprefs’d in the paraphrafe pleafes me bed, St. Paul 

feems 


3 

4 


PHILIPPINES: 



Chap. T, 


TA RATH RASE. 


TEXT. 





of mine for yon all (cj praying with joy, which 
joy is for your contributing toward the fpread- 
ing of the gofpel (W), as has been your conftant 
practice ever fince I began to preach among 
you, till this very time. And I am therefore 
thankful to God, and pray to him with joy for 
you, becaufe I am perfuaded that he who has 
begun a good work (<?) in you, will carry it 
on until death, that fo at the day of Jefus Chrift 
you may receive the reward of it (/). Even 
as it is juft and reafonable I fliould judge thus 

of 

NOTES. 


mine for you all making rc* 
queft with joy) for your 
fellowship in the gofpel 
from the firft day until 
now ; being confident of6, 
this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good 
work in you, will perform 
it until the day* of Jefus 
Chrift : Evea as-it is meet 7. 
for me to think this of you 
all, becaufe I have you in 
my heart, in as much as 
both in my bonds, and in 
the defence and confirma*- 


feems to me to thank Cod, not for his own remembrance of them, or the. mention made of them 
ro him ; but for their remembrance of him and the kind fupplies they had fent him : and he 
prayed for them with joy, his joy being upon the account of their contributing to the further¬ 
ance of the gofpel. Nor can there be any difficulty in the phrafe Wt tm when 

we compare Luke xv« 7, 10. So that for your fel'owjbip in the gofpel ferves to explain for all, 
your remembrance . And all the obfeurity of.the place feems wholly owing to St. Paul's mode- 
lly in (peaking of fuch a fubjeft*. 

An ingenious and learned writer has lately confider’d this place, which he thinks needs an 
emendation, and accordingly propofes this as the true reading^; 7 $ QzS (W*. 

t? cTewo-tz/uu TTcMoji ndvjeoy vy.£y {jutcc X a € 5 ?'* pvdctv tt oiKptyQ-) Wt tm koi- 
vayicL, &c. But fince no ancient copies or verfions agree with this reading, or as far as I can 
find give the leaft countenance to it,, it feems much fafer. to abide by the common reading, 
which I think yields a good fenfe, as I have explained it. Nor perhaps is his alteration itti 
KcLty th <Pir,<rn f/.* comformable to St. Paul's ftile elfewhere, w'ho ufes \tti with a dative cafe 
.when it fignifies^or, or upon the account of \ but with a genitive cafe when it fignifies in* 9fee 
1\om. i. 10. 1 Thejf. i. 2,. 

4 (r) njflm iv 'TcLcy ftrurzi fjw 'Tclv'Iw vyLa'v. Always in- every prayer of mine for you 
.all,'] ’Tis hardly to be fuppafed that Sr, Paul never made any prayer to God, either publick-ar 
private, wherein he did not exprefiy mention the cafe of the PhiUppians . I have therefore gi¬ 
ven this a turn in the paraphrafe,. which the Creek will bear, and Items indeed to require, 

5 00 F'tj ilr Koivoovid. vp.av uc rb ivuyftA/oy. For your feUowflip in the gofpel.] I apprehend, 
his meaning is, for your communicating or contributing to my fupport, while I have been em¬ 
ployed in preaching and fpreading the gofpel. Of this he fpeaks again^Chap. iv. 15, 16. Com¬ 
pare 2 Cor. xi. 8, 9. And indeed his phrafe of koiv&vicl \tc to ovayfiAtoy feems to determine 
this to be his meaning: for had.he intended what our tranilators have exnrefled, he would ra.- 

bt 
vi 

hiring to God the beginning this good work in them, is agreeable to truth, and to the ftile and 
fpuit of the facred writers; and was very pertinent to the apoftle’S defign of commendin® and 
incouragin^ the PhiUppians. 0 

(/) Until the day of ^eftu Chrift.] Compare v. 10. The meaning is, as hng as you live , or 
t H death) that being all one as till the Day of Chrifl, fince ’tis certain that in that day men (hall 
receive from him a reward according to what they were at death. Compare Rev. ii, 10, 2?. 

7 Lsl 


tr nave iaia ry gu^jcAik, lor lo he ules koivccviol in that fenfe, 1 Cor . 1. 9. Eph. iii. 9. 

6 (0 A good <work,] St. Paul feems here to mean what is often fpoken of in this manner, as 
ing peculiarly and eminently a good work, I mean liberality. See 2 Cor. ix. 8. 1 Tim. ii. 10. 

. 18. The refi of this, ftftion read attentively, will, I thinks fu^eeft.this fenfe. His attri- 



PHILIPP I AN Si 


TEXT. 


TARAT ERASE. 


9 

Chap. I< 


lion of the gofpel, ye all 
ere partakers or my grace. 

8 . For God is my record, how 
greatly I long after you all, 
in the bowels of Jefus Chrift. 


of you all, becaufe you have me now in your 
heart (?) in my bonds, being fhortly to make 
an apology for or defence of the gofpel ; I fay I 
judge thus of you all, becaufe you have all 
been contributors to the gift I have received, in 
order to my being the better prepared for that 
my defence (Jj). Nor can you on the other hand 
have any reafon to queftion my affe&ion to you, 
fince I confirm it by a folemn appeal to God, 
who knows the hearts of all, and is witnefs 

how 


8 


y 


N 0 T E S. 


7 C?) A/fit to ^5 iv y& Iv tm ka ff'iA C licit. Becaufe I have you in my heart.'] Men are faid 
to have that in their heart which they remember affectionately , as the heart is generally put by 
the ancients for the feat of the affeXions. See Luke i. 66. & ii. ^ i. But the conftruXion of the 
Creek is here ambiguous, and will bear either our common rendering, or that in the margin, 
which the paraphrafe follows, becaufe ye have me in your heart : and ’tis therefore by the con¬ 
nexion we muff judge which is to be prefer’d ; which feems to me to carry it for this latter 
fenfe. To clear this let the reader obferve, that St. Paul had told them, v. 3, 4. that he was 
thankful to God upon their account, and that he prayed for them with joy : and the reafon of this 
joy he gives v . 5. it was becaufe of their Kowaviet> their contributing liberally to the gofpel on 
all occafions. And v. 6. he tells them, he was perfuaded that God who had kept them hither¬ 
to in that good difpofition, would continue to do lb. The immediate ground of this perfua- 
fion is contained in this 7th verfe, which may well be explained to this fenfe : c As it is reafo- 
e nable for me fo to hope of you all, becaufe [even now] you have me in your heart in my 
c bonds, in the ftate of an apologifl or defender of the gofpel, being fhortly as an accufed per- 
c fon to make an apology for or defence of it.’ Then follows the proof of this : c All of you 

* i'TAvJctf v[i£t 9 anfwering to tav 1 *>v you all, juft before] having been [each according 
c to his ability] partners in or contributors towards my gift, that is, the gift you fent me by 

* Epaphroditus .* After this, v. S. as it was very proper, he fhows on the other hand his great 
affeXion to them : and then he proceeds v. 9. to pray not barely for what he had before faid 
he was perfuaded of, but that this good difpofition might more and more abound in conjunXion 
with other Chriftian virtues. Thus the connexion of his difeourfc feems iuft and natural. 

(fr) ‘S.vyKotvuvHt /xk f yf ei](§h Partakers of my grace.] I think rather. Contributors to my 
gift) as was f a *d under the former note. St. Paul elfewhere ufes yjLeM in this fenfe for a gift . 
See 1 Cor. xvi. 3, and efpecially a Or. viii. 4. where he is (peaking of another inftance of the 
fame thing in thefe very perfons. The greateft difficulty may feem to lie in (rvy)toiV 6 >v*s being 
taken aXively. We find Kotvavic 1 fo ufed v. 5. of this chapter, as like wife z Cor. viii. 4. and 
Kotvwbt is often ufed in that fenfe. Xenophon calls virtue ctfirw yiXictt k oimvbty the beft not 
companion , but caufe of friendfhip, according to the notion of the moralifts, that a fimilitude of 
virtues is the fource of true friendfhip. And Plato De Leg. has KQtvwot An d Hero- 

dian y Lib. v. 1, koiv count <rv}/.Gn\\st f Tav T^yLyfictjcov tfioiKiuXivt* The apoftle defigning to 
exclude none from a {hare in the praife of that good work, feems to have chofen the compound 
vvyKOivant as more emphatical, tho’ the fenfe be the fame. And may not the word be thus 
taken 1 Cor. ix. 13. and the fenfe of that verfe ftand thus : This I do [i. c. ufe all the methods 

C mentioned 



io 


Chap. I. 


PHILIPPIAN S. 

PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


how earneftly I long after you all in the bpw- 
els of Jefus Chrift (/'. e. as Chriftians tenderly 
beloved by Chrift, and who love me as one 
y. beloved by him.) And this is the matter of my 
prayer for you, that your love towards me may 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment, upon a thro’ conviction that 
’tis his caufe and truth I defend and fuifer for 
’lo. (#). Now this can never be, if you take things 
upon truft, without examinationand there¬ 
fore my prayer for you is that you may care¬ 
fully try the things that differ and are contro¬ 
verted (k) { that fo you may be fincere, and 

without 


And this I pray, that your 
love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment; that ye I0 ^ 
may approve things that are 
excellent; that ye may be 
fincere and without offence 
till the day of Chrift; being 


NOTES,. 


mentioned in the foregoing verfes] fir the gofpet s fake 9 that I might [with the greater advan* 
tage] be in conjunction with others [after his modefl way of fpeaking of hirafelf] a communicater [or 
fuccefsfol preacher] of the gofpel ? And is not this confirmed by his faying, he did this upon ac¬ 
count of the gofpety ox for the gofpefs fake , as we render it ? To do this that he might be partaker 
of the gofpel, was to do it fir his own fake: but if his view was that he might render his. 
preaching more fuccefsfol, this was indeed doing it fir thegofpeVs fake . This ienfe will well 
agree with the following part of that chapter, in which he reprefencs his own behaviour as a 
pattern : and it is much confirmed by what he fays Chap. x. 31, 3 3. Concerning the meaning 
of ctiroKoylct defence , fee v, 17. 

9 (?) In knowledge and in all judgment .] Sr. Paul was fenflble of their love to him, by the. 
evidence they had given of it, both formerly and now lately in the fupplies they had fenc 
him : but in this critical juncture, wherein there were fbme who were indeavouring to feduce 
them from the doftrine he had taught them, he was more concern’d for their eftablifhment 
therein, chan, for their bare affection tohimfelf: and therefore he here exprelTes his defire that 
their love, to him might proceed from a more full and intire fatisfa&ion of the truth of- that do¬ 
ctrine which he had preached among them ; which by the {train of his epiftle,. and efpecially by- 
the 3d chapter, we may eafily perceive was the fame which he inculcated in the epiftles to the 
Ephefiam and Cohffians^ vix. the myftery of God’s calling the Gentiles to partake ofthe privileges , 
of the gofpel, without taking upon them the yoke of the ceremonial law. This fenfe feems 
agreeable to his chief defign, of which heimay well be thought here to give a hint: and *tis- 

very much confirm’d by the next verfe.. 

10 (A) Etc to Tel at. That, ye may approve things that are excel¬ 

lent*] Or rather, according to our marginal reading, That ye may try .things that differ. He 
was deiirous the Pkilippians fhould compare his doctrine and courfe of life, and the Jtudaizers 
together, as may be fecn Chap. iii. Thefc were widely different, and by comparing and try- 
jng both, they might form a good judgment to what they ought to adhere,., the. doftrine and 
dire&ions they had received from him, or thofe fuggeftei by the Judaizers. 

This fhould be compared with that rule he gives the Thejfahnians 9 1 Thefl*. v. 21. Tlttr}*’ 
Prove [or try] aU things : hold faft that which u good . Nor can a man’s holding- 
fpjt any controverted opinion in.religion, b.c of any advantage, unlefs.he.hold itiafl upon fuch, 

'a,. 



P HILIPP IANS. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 



11„ filled with the fruits of 
righteoufnefs, which are by 
Jefus Chrift unto the glory 
And praife of God. 


without offence (/) againft the day of Chrift, 
being filled with the Fruits of liberality (tw), 
which are by Jefus Chrift unto the glory and 
praife of God. 


11 . 


NOTE S. 

a tryal: nor is there any other way for men to approve themfelves Jhtcere agawft the day of 
thrifty while they negled this courfe, as is here plainly intimated. 

(/) ’Afl-f o<TK0'7TQt. Without offence.'] The word is it felf doubtful, and fometimes fignifies the 
not giving offence to otberSy i Cor. x. 32. nor can it be denied that by negletting the tryal St. 
Paul directed them to make, they mignt be in danger of being perverted themfelves, and by 
their ill example offend, and lay a ftumbling-block in the way of others. But confidering the 
word with which it is here joined, ftncere 7 I rather think w’e are to underftand him thus, That 
you may do nothing to offend your feJves 3 to wound or grieve your own confciences, but may 
have ctTfoeKOTrov avnt<PtuTtVy a conference void of offence both towards God and many A£b xxiv. 16. 

1 1 ( m ) KeLfTTav <ftKcuo<rvMc. The fruits of righteoufnefs.] In the paraphrafe 'tis render'd. 
The fruits ofliberality : in which fenfe the word is often ufed both in the LXX and in the new 
teftament; and in this place ’tis moft pertinent to the fubjeft ofthe apoftle’s difeourie. That righ- 
teoufnefr is lometimes to be thus underftood we may fee by Pft cxii. 3, 9. 2 Cor. ix. 9, 10. His 
righteoufnefs indureth fer ever . And a realon why afts of liberality are fpoken of under this 
mme, may be fetch'd from Deut . xxiv. 1 3. where it is faid of fuch liberality. It JbaU be righ- 
teoufhels to thee before the Lord thy God : In which place the LXX read aims inftead of rtghte - 
eufwfs ; juft as fbme copies read righteoufnefs inftead of almsy Matth. vi. 1. which Dr. Mills 
thinks the trueft reading. In this fenle righteoufnefs feems to be faid t o deliver from deatb 9 
Prov. X. z. xi. 4. at leaft the writer of the book of Tobit probably fo underftood it, as he feems 
to have borrowed his thought from thence, Chap . iv. 10. xii. 9. I think many paffages in the 
new teftament will juftify this interpretation of thofe places in the Proverbs , as well as the ex¬ 
plication of the text under confideration, that the way to be ftrtcere and without offence till th$ 
day of chrifty is to be ftUei with the fruits of liberality See yam* ii« 13. Matth . xxv. 34* &c* 


* 


C a SECT. 


12 PHILIPP IAMS. 

Chap. I. 

SECT. Ill 

CHAP. I. 12—2 6. 

CONTENTS. 

T H E ‘Philippian* j according to the great affe&ion they bore 
to St. Paul , being very much concerned upon the account of 
his prefent fufferings, he labours in this fe&ion to abate their con¬ 
cern, by reprefenting to them how ufeful his bonds had been to pro¬ 
mote and fpread the gofpel, how calm and eafy he was under all his 
trouble, and how entirely refigned he was to the will and fervice 
of Chrift ; and withal lets them know he was verily perfuaded he 
fhould be freed from his bonds, and have another joyful opportunity 
of vifiting them.' 


TARAT HRASE. TEXT. 


12. | ) UT as you have fhown your concern for 
II me in my prefent circumftances as a pri- 
foner, and have fent your liberality to me that 
I might be the better prepared for my defence 
before the Emperor j it is proper you fhould 
know what fuccefs has attended me: and 
therefore I now acquaint you, that what has 
befallen me has turn’d to the furtherance of the 

13. knowledge of the gofpel: fo that my bonds 
are know n to be tor Chrift (;z) thro’ all the 
palace (0), and to all other perfons ; and many 

Chriftian 


B UT I would ye fhould n* 
i underftand, brethren* 
hat the things which'bap-: 
teried unto me, have fallen 
mt rather unto the further- 
ince of the gofpel: fo that t. j. 
ny bonds in Chrift are ma- * 


NOTES. 

, 00 iv Xe/rw. In Chrift are manifeft ,] It is doubtful whether in Chrift is to be 

joined with my bonds y or with are mantfeft. The portion and order of the words in the Greek , 
leem to make the latter more probable : and therefore the paraphrafe is adapted to that fenfe. 

(0) Ep oAa) tw / tt ££/]&>£<w. in aU the palace .3 The very learned Perizonius in his Dijfert . de 
pratorio, Seft. 3*5 pleads that the word here is to be underftood of the camp of Pretorian ioldiers. 
But much may be faid on the other hand in defence of our verfion. The word is originally 
Latin, and comes from praetor , whofe houfe, efpecially in the provinces, or rather perhaps a 
part of it, the guard-rcom, and hall where he heard caufes, with the other apartments an¬ 
nexed, went by that name. So ’tis taken, Mark xv. 16. Tiberius was the firft who brought the 
< pretorian 



PHILIPP IANS. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 



nifeft in all the palace, and 
14. in all other places ; and 
many of the bretliren in the 
Lord waxing confident by 
my bonds, are much more 
bold to fpeak the word 
l without fear. Some indeed 
preach Chrift even of envy 
and ftrife ; and fome alfo of 


Chriftian brethren take incouragement from the 
fatisfattion they perceive I have in my bonds,, 
and from their great ufefulnefs to the caufe of 
Chriftianity, and become more bold and fear- 
lefs in publishing the word of God (p). This 
is a great fatisfa&ion to me y but I could wiih 
it were done by all as fincerely as it is by fome. 
For there are fome who preach Chrift out of 
envy and contention, (/. e. in oppofition to me) 
(q) but others do it out of good-will to me.. 

They 




NOTE S. 

pretorian troops into a camp at Rome, So Suetonius , in Tib . c. 37. Roma cafira conftituity quibus- 
pratoriana cohorteSy vag& ante id tempusy QP per hofpitia di/per/a continetentur. After this indeed 
we find the fenfe of the word pratorium lo inlarged lometimes, as to cake in that body of lol- 
diers or their camp. So Suetonius , Ner. c. 9. Antium coionium deduxity adfir.ptis veterams e 
pratorio. But however after this aftion of Tiberius , the word continued in common ufe to fig- 
nify the pretor’s palace, (as appears from the place in St. Mark refer’d to already, and lomc 
other paflages which might be mentioned ; ) and not only lo, but any magnificent houfes of 
great men, particularly the Roman Emperors. Thus Suetonius fpeaking of TtuSy c. 8. Cuntla 
pratoriorum fuorum ornamenta operibus ac templis defiinavit . To which might be added that in 
the PandeHsy and the writers Dere rufiicay pratorium is generally taken for any large fplendid 
houfe, or the chief apartment in it. Farther, cafira pratoria were near the walls of the city Rome y 
as Pliny tells us, lib, iv. c, 5. a great way from the Emperor’s palace, as appears from Suetonius y 
Ner . 48. And had St. Paul been confined there, as he was in the of Iterody Aft. xxiii. 

3$. the explaining the padage under confederation to refer to the pretorian camp might feem 
more probable : but he lived in his own hired houfe t Aftsxxviii. 30. And that his convcrfation 
was more with thofe of the palace than the campy may be not improbably conjectured from 
Chap. iv. z 3, where he tells the PhilippianSy the faints of Cifar’s houlhold faluted them. Whence 
ic may be thought moll likely that he means the palace in the place before us. Orhcrwife one . 
would have expe&ed to hear rather that fome of the camp faluted them. And when he here 
lays, v, zy I know I /ball abide , why may it not be fuppolcd that he had lome intimations from 
his friends in the palace y how things were like to go with him ? This is part of what may be 
pleaded againft the interpretation or that learned writer, and the matter is left to the judgment, 
of the reader. 

*4 (?) T by \oyov To fpeak the word.'] The ancient Syriac and Vitlg. Latin verfions, , 

together with the Ethiopie y and many of the bed MSS. as well as the ancient commentators and 
writers, here add ©s«, of God: and accordingly is it added in the paraphrafe, it being pro¬ 
bably the original and true reading of the place. 

15 (7) Some indeed preach Chrifi even of envy and firife .] It is very proper here to inquire. 
who thefe preachers were; the right dating of which may giv T e lome light, to thisepiftle.. 
There can be no doubt they mull have been profellcd converts to the Chriftian religion : for no 
unconverted Jews or Gentiles would ever give themfelvcs the trouble to preach Chrift. And in. 
all probability thefe preachers mull have been converts from Judaifm . For 

1. By comparing what St. Paul fays in his other epiftles, it appears that the greateft oppofttion,, 
diflurbance or hindrance he met with from any who profelfed themfelvcs Chadians, was from 

them/ 
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They who preach Chrift with a defign to op- 
pofe and provoke me, don’t doit iincerely (r) 
fuppofing (j') they fhali thereby aggravate the 
trouble of my bonds: but they who preach 
Chrift with an hearty affe<ftion to me do it as 
pcrfons allured (j) that I lie in bonds in order 
to make an apology or defence of the gofpel 
(j) 5 and confequently that they do well to ad* 
here to me. But what of that ? Let their in* 
tendons be what they will, Chrift is both ways 

preached. 


good will. The one preach x 6 . 
Chrift of contention, not 
fincerely, fuppofing to add 
afRidion to my bonds : but 17* 
the other of love, knowing 
that I am fet for the de¬ 
fence of the gofpel. What 1 9 . 
then \ notwithftanding eve¬ 
ry way, whether in pre- 




K OH E S. 


them. Nor could he indeed well be oppofed by any others but yevoifb converts, or fuch as were 
Educed by, and fell in with them. 

z. Who, befide thefe, were likely to endeavour to add ajjU&ionto St, Paul’* bonds ? He con¬ 
tinually reprefentsthe caufe of his bonds to be his preaching and aflerting the liberty of the Ge«- 
tiles . Now they who were moft difpleafed with that condud which brought his fufferings upon 
him, were likely enough to be moft forward in indeavouring to aggravate his trouble under 
them. And who can they be but the yewijb converts ? 

16 (r) y Ov% dyveot, Not jincerely, - ] This may refer to the matter of their preaching; it 
was not fincere, pure, and uncorrupted gofpel which they preached : but they adulterated it 
by mixing Judafm with it, and fo they perverted the gofpel of thrifts Gal. i. 7. Or it may refer 
to the intentions of the preachers, they aded not fincerely in what they did, but while they 
pretended their great end was to preach Chrift, inftead of that, they made it their chief bufinefs 
to preach down the apoftle, and to lefTen his reputation. The next words fuppofing to add ajflu 
&:on to my bonds , feem to carry it for the latter fenfe ; that he fpeaks here of their intentions; 
and fo does what he fays of their preaching, v, 18. that it was in pretence , in oppofition to its 
being in truth , that is, in fincerity and uprightnefs. 

17 CO The different way in which he fpeaks of the two forts of preachers deferves to be ob- 
ferved. The one aded upon a fuppojition (but a miftaken one) oto^ivoty fuppofing that they 
fhould add atflidion to his bonds ; and v . 18, if. he fhows that they were deceived in their 
fuppofition, and mifi’d of their expedation: but the other who preached Chrift out of good 
will, did not only fuppofe or imagine, but upon clear evidence knew and were affured hJ'oJtfy 
that St. Paul was a prifbner in order to his defending the gofpel. 

(#) v Ot/ hi AToKoyiaLv 7« euetyfaju KUfxett, That I am fet for the defence of the gofpel .] If the 
words are taken in the fenfe given by our tranflators, they will yield another argument to 
prove that the oppofition St. Paul met with was from the yewijb converts: for he then here 
fhows what fort of preachers he oppofes to them ; even thofe who preached Chrift out of good 
will, and love to him, knowing that he was fet for the defence of the gofpel. They were fuch 
as were highly pleafed with him for that at which others took offence. If then we can learn 
what that gofpel was for the defence of which he was fet, we may from thence judge who they 
were who preached Chrift out of envy and oppofition againft him. Now this cannot be un¬ 
known to fuch as are verfed in St. PauTs epiftles. It was to him the apoftle of the Gentiles that 
the gofpel of the uncircumcifion was committed, and he often fpeaks of himfelf as in a peculiar 
manner the minifter thereof, even in contradiftindion to the other apoftles. See Mr. Locke upon 
Eph. Hi. 7, and compare Gal, iL 7. and Col . 1,13* And that St. Paul was fet for the defence of 

this 



PHILIPPIANS. 

TEXT. ‘PARAPHRASE 



Chap. I* 



tence, or in truth, Chrift 
is preached ; and I therein 
do rejoy ce, yea, and will 
tp.rejoyce. Fori know that 
this fhall turn to my falva- 
tion through your prayer, 
and the fupply of the fpiric 


preached, whether it be under fuch diflimula- 
tion, or whether it be in fincerity; and I there¬ 
in rejoice, yea, and I will rejoice. And I have 
good reafon to rejoice in this: for I know that 
this preaching of Chrift, of which my bonds are 
the occaiion (a),, fhall turn to my advantage 

and 


NOTES. 





this gofpel, the calling of the Gentiles, may appear by his being fa peculiarly intruded with the 
revelation of it, his calling it his gofpel. Ram. xvi. C u P° n which fee Mr. Locke ) his infilling, 
fb perpetually upon it, and his being careful on all occafions to defend it, and that apainft St»- 
peter himfelf, Gal. ii. 5, ii, n. Nor can it be doubted that the word KUfxttt will Dear the 
fenfe in which our tranflators have taken it, as it does in that place Luke ii. 34. This child is fet 
xs It at for the fall and riftng again of many in Ifrael. But confidering what ’tis here joined 
with, the fenfe given in the paraphrase may feem more agreeable.- The proper fenfe of oWoKoyict 
is an apology, or a defence upon an accufatton j and fo it is ufed before, v. 7. and the fenfe feems* 
to be this, I lie [in bonds] in order to make an apology [or defence in a way of apology] for th* 
gofpel before This was a more moving confideration to others, and would fooner excite 

their love and tendernefs, than barely becaufe he was fet for the defence of the gofpel, as we tran- 
flatc it. 

There are two things farther to be remarked concerning the 16th and 17th verfes. 1. The 
one is, that cur tranflators feem not to have chofen the befl conftrudion of thefe verfes, while 

they render them thus, The one preach Chrift of contention - the other of love, i. e. preach 

Chrift of love. Hereby they make the preaching Chrift of contention, and the preaching him of 
love, to belong to the predicates, whereas they feem to me to belong to the fubje&s of their re- 
fpeftivefentences. The apoftle had faid in the verfe before, that fome preached Chrift of envy 
and ftrife, and fbme of good-will: ir does not therefore look very likely that he would here 
aiTert the fame things over again, as he really does according to our tranllation : for what di£ 
ference is there between preaching Chrift of envy and ftrife, and preaching Chrft of contention ? or 
between preaching Chrift of good-will, an & preaching Chrift of Jove ? I therefore think, that following 
the diftinftion he had juft made, he here goes over each again, and that oi (jlw the con - 

tentiouj, or thofe who preach Chrift of contention, is the fubjeft of the firft enunciation, and what 
he alferts of them now,, which he had not before, is that they preached not Chrift ftncevely ,. 
fifppofing to add affliction to his bonds : and again, 0/ dyaTHc, the affectionate, or thofe who 
preach Chrift of love, is the fubjedt of the other enunciation, which is elliptical, and to be thus 
fupplied, they doit as knowing, &c. or from the preceding aflTcrtion thus, but they of love, preach < 
Chrift fincerely, knowing that I lie in lends for the defence of the gofpel. 

z. The other thing to be here remarked is that the order of thtfe two verfes is inverted, the. 
17th being placed before the 16th in the Vulg. Syriac, Ethiopic and Ccptick verfions, in fbme few 
Greek MSS. and ancient.writers. The authority on the other fide for the common order of thtfe. 
two verfes muft be owned to be very confiderable, and feems to me to be much confirmed by the 
context : for both in the verfe before, and in the verfe after thefe, that is,.!/. 15, 18. he fpeaks 
of thefe two forts; and as he in both places mentions thofe who afted out of envy firft, it 

feems very probable he obftrved the fame order in the 16th and 17th verfes that come between. 
the other. 

19 (u) OiPetyd? or/ tSto. I know that this.'] The reafon of the paraphrafe which refers 
the this ro Chrift being preached upon the occafion of St. Pauf s bonds, is to be fetched from 
the foregoing verfe, where he.fays Chrift is preacted, and kv tvto in this 1 rejoy cc. And here 

h# 
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20 . 


and comfort (w), thro’ your prayer for me, 
and thro’ what will, I doubt not, be the con- 
fequence thereof, the affording farther meafures 
of the fpirit of Jefus Chrift to render my mdea- 
vours fuccefsful. And this is agreeable to that 
earned hope and expectation which I entertain, 
that I fhall have no reafon to be afham’d of any 
thing which befals me 5 but that in the mod 
publick manner (x) Chrid, as he always has 
been, fo he fhall be dill magnified in my body, 
either by my life, which if prolonged will be 

for 


of Jefus Chrill, according to# 
to my earned expectation, 
and my hope, that in no¬ 
thing I (hall be afhamed, 
but that with all boldneIs, 
as always, fo now alio 
Chrid {hall be. magnified in 
my body, whether it he by 


NOTES. 

he gives a reafon why he rejoiced in this , becaufe he knew that this he rejoiced in would turn 

to his account. ' 

(a*) Tht o fjLot ci'7ro€fi<riTiti ccf\tiftav. This fhall turn to my fahation .] The fame exjaremori 

is ufed by the LXX, Job xiii. 16. and, as it feems, in much the fame fenfe with that given in 
the paraphrafe. It is not abfbiutely neceflary that the word eoolnftct fhould always be taken in 
the fenfe in which it is frequently ufed in the new tedament, for eternal happinefs . _ Mr. 
Locke has obferved that it is ufed otherwife i Cor . i. 6 . to which we may add AH. vii. 
xxvii. 34. and perhaps we have another place in this epidle where it is ufed to fignify comfort , 
or advantage, as that feems to be the meaning of it in this place : and fo may be con- 

fider’d as oppofed to v. 16. This fenfe feems confirmed by the next verfe, where he 

tells them that this was according to his earnejl expeHation and hope, that he fiould in nothing be 
afbamed , that is, that he fhould have caufe to rejoice in all the troubles that befel him : and fb 
he w r as fatisfied his prefent bonds in particular fhould ilTue in his comfort, according to the ex¬ 
pectation and hope he had concerning all the providences of God in general, which related to 
him, If any one fhould think that the word ffcoj^ict is here ufed in the more ordinary fenfe, 
the difference will not be great, fince what was for his prefent comfort, would like wife pro¬ 
mote his eternal falvation. 

Farther, I would offer it to the confederation of the reader, whether trcol^tet here-may not 
fignify fafety, or deliverance from his bonds . Perhaps, in this way his difeourfe may become 
more eafy and plain than in any other : fince the progrefs of the gofpel by thofe who preached 
out of love would gain St Paul friends; and the preaching of the yudaizjers out of envy, 
would give his friends an opportunity to reprefent to the emperor and thofe in power, that he 
was perfccuted by the yews out of malice, and not for any real crimes againft the {late. He 
might be fenfible what good ufe would be made of this to favour his releafe. I am not pofitive 
in this: but think it may deferve examination. 

20 (x) *Ev irafn nra.ppturta., With all boldnefsi] There is no doubt that the word 'Tetpptfffia, 
does often fignify boldnefs : but St. Paul feems here to fpeak not fo much of his own courage in 
going thro’ his troubles, as of the publicknefs of them. In this fenfe our tranflators have well 
render’d \v ’rappnrta openly , John vii. 4. There is no man that doth any thing in fecret, and he 
himfelf feeketh to be known openly . if thou do thefe things fhew thy felf to the world, Cololfc ii. 15. 
So according to this fenfe of the word, the phrafe here fhould be render’d with all opermefs, or 
publicknefs, that is, as it is exprefs’d in the paraphrafe, in the mofi publick manner . And this 

fenfe 
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ii. life or by death. For to me 
to live is Chrift, and to die 
22. is gain. But if I live in 
the flefhj this is the fruit of 
my labour : yet what Ifhall 
i^.choofe, I wot not. For I 
am in a ftrait betwixt two. 


i 


for the fervice of the church, and for fpreading 
the gofpel, or by my death, if I fhould die a 
martyr in thefe bonds. For Chrift, or the 
ferving and honouring Chrift, is the great gain 
or advantage I propofe to my felf in living and 
dying (y). But if my lot fhould be to live 
longer in the flefli (z) this magnifying or fer¬ 
ving Chrift will be the fruit of my labour, (and 
therefore I know it will turn to my comfort) 
and I know not (a) what to choofe. For I 
am in a ftrait between the two things 1 men¬ 
tioned, life and death, for while my fettled in¬ 
clination 

NOTES. 


21 . 




fenfe feems to me confirmed by what he adds in my body, whether it be by fife or by death , Had. 
he intended that Chrift fhould be glorified by his free and couragious {peaking in his own de¬ 
fence, I can hardly think he would have faid he fhould be glorified in his body, but rather by 
his difeourfe : but if this be underftood of the publicknefs or the appearance he fhould make, all 
the expreffions very well agree. 

2 i (y) ’F fAoi ydf to {uV, ct'roQa.v&y, Tor to me to live is thrift, and 

to die is gain .] The fenfe given in the paraphrafe feems moft adapted to St. Paufs argument. 
The yd? for fhows that he defigned by this fentence to confirm what he had aflerted in the 
verfe before, that his earneft expeHation and hope was, that Chrift jbould be magnified in his body, 
whether it were by life or by death : but according to the fenfe exprefled in our tranflation, he 
clears only one part of his aflertion, and fays nothing of the other ; he fhows his hope was 
Chrift fhould 'be magnified by his life, but his aflerting that Death was counted bv him 
gain, is not a proving (unlefs very remotely) that his hope was Chrift fhould be magnified by 
his death. The interpretation of the paraphrafe given by Mr. Air ay is commended by the lear¬ 
ned Cataker in Marc. Antonin, lib. ix. feft. ult. And if any credit were to be given to Valeftus’ s 
various readings, this fenfe would be confirm’d effectually : for thus he reads the next verfe, 
E/ Pi to iv <Tet$x,t,*Tb{ fj.oi Kctf'Tjf fyyit. But if I live in the ftejb, he is the fruit of my la¬ 
bour. But there is no need of having recourfe to that reading : for we have much fuch another 
conftrudion, Heb. vii. 4. 

3 2 ( t ) Ui Pi to $v iv O’ctfKi. But if I live in the ftejb.'] The expreffion in the Greek is el¬ 
liptical, and muft be fupplied fome fuch way as is taken in the paraphrafe, which in fenfe is 
the fame with our tranflation. Farther, there feems here to be fome emphafis in the manner of 
his exprefling himfelf, to live in the ftejb, and fo again v. 14. to abide in the ftejb. He feems 
hereby to intend to fhow the little value he fet upon life for its own fake, and therefore to 
fpeak of it by way of contempt and difparagement; as tho* he had faid, c If I muft yet live 
£ longer in this painful miferable fiefh.’ He thought life valuable and important, conlidcred 
with refped to Chrift and his fervice, according as he had fpoken of it before : but by this va¬ 
riation of his ftile, or his adding in the ftejb, he may be underftood to hint that he was not fond 
of life, as men commonly are, knowing that his life, if continued, muft, as formerly, be a 
life of labour and fatigue. This maybe farther intimated in the next claufc. This is the fruit 
of my labour, q. d. of the great toil wherewith my life will be filled up. 

{a) ’O u yvvftfo, I wot not .] The ordinary fenfe of this verb is to make a thing known ; 

D according 
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citation and defire is to depart hence (?) and 

be with Chrift (c), which mull be much nap- which is fer be tter . never- 

pier for me, than to be here j I perceive that theiefi, » abide in the 

r i m/Mv Hem, u more needful tor 

my continuing longer in the ileln is more ne- you . And having th i, con- a 5 . 
ceflfary upon your account. And this I know fidence^ i know that iihall 
alfuredly that I lliall live yet longer, apd have 

an opportunity of vifiting you alL (d), for the 
* further- 


NOTES. 

accordin'* to which he fhould mean that he would not plainly tell them what he would choofe; 
but the next verfe fhows that he was at a lofs himfelf in the matter ; nor does he feem to con¬ 
ceal his thoughts from them. It is neceflary therefore to underftand him as our tranflators 
have done. And thus ufed for Scire , to knoWy yvcofifav has been reckoned by fome Criticks 
among the tinat Kiyo(JLiVcL, Beza has this remark upon the paflage: Novi -pro o\<Pet. And 
a late Writer in his diligent and ufeful inquiries into the ftile of the New Teflamenty fays, he has, 
not obferv’d this fenfe of the word in the heathen writers ; Sacred ClaffckSy p. 34, However, 
Iterates had fb ufed it long before St. Paul in his dilcourfe ad Nicoclem *Ax.vs fue A oyv^ tS* 
'Trtfi dhhnwv' x.) yycofif&v <s ii* a iyovretfy owolpi x} Tire; e*ViY t ;x) Ttfl uvav 

A kycovi ; Hear what perfons fay one of another ; and endeavour to know both what and who the Spea¬ 
kers are , and of whom they/peak. - 

And in this fenfe too the word feems to have been ufed by the LXX. jtob xxxiv. 15. 

13 (fc) Ete to eLv<Lty<reu* To depart .] There is no doubt that hereby St. Paul means to die;, 
nor can any fault be found in the tranllation which has taken the beft notion of tjie word. If 
auy one defires to fee in what other ways it is, or may be ufed to fignify to die , he may com- 
lult Mr. Gatakery De Nov. Infir. Stylo, cap. vii. where he has copioufly treated of that matter. 

It mu ft be own’d that the exprefiion Twr 'tyvv he rodvAKvcsc^i is unufu^l 
which has given occafion to the learned author of a late piece, inptled, EpifioU dua ad celqb A 
Vjrum T. V. profejforem Amflekdamenfem feripta , to offer an emendation, and inftead of ue t» 
dvAKvccu he would read fn a.vdLh\j<rtn. The leaving out the he is warranted by the Clermont 
and St. Germains copies, and, as Dr. Mills adds, by Chryfojlom: and as to the other alteration- 
he obferves that in old MSS. and ancient inferiptions we find oftentimes, and almoft always 0 
written for ou. And if an emendation of the place is neceflary, I can’t fee how a more eafy 
and natural one can be devifed. 

(0 And be with ChrifiS] Since St. Paul made no doubt of the fafety of his ftate, but was 
perfuaded that Chrift fhould be magnified by his death as well as by his life, he mult mean by ■ 
this that he fhould immediately upon his departure or death be with Chrift in a ftate of happir- 
Hcfs. And indeed othervvife what could give occafion to his being in a ftraic between life 
and death ? Ir death only put him into a ftate of infenfibility, one would think the cafe was 
too plain to leave him at a lofs what he fhould choofe : for 'certainly to.fb good a man as St* 
Paul, tp continue here in the world to ferve Chrift,. and I add to be happy with Cfe'ift alfb 
iu a good degree, muft appear vaftly preferable to a ftate whereinhe fhould lofe. all fenfe anti, 
knowledge of him,, and all capacity of ferving him, 

00 Or/ [jsvv x} auiJ-'jra,r>auiv£ < 7 rd<Tfv uffti'. That I {ball abide and continue with you a US} 
Tho’ our tranflation is exact enough ; yet as it is hardly to be fuppofed that St. Paul intended 
to fix his abode among the IbilippianSy and leave off his cuftom of travelling up and down 
cl lurches. he had planted^, I. have, chofen in the.. paraphrafe to. exprefs his meaning 
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abide and continue with 
you all, for your furthev- 
z 6 , ance and joy of faith : that 
yourrejoycing maybe more 
abundant in Jefus Chrift for 
me, by my coming to you 
again* 


furtherance and joy of your faith (e) ; that fo 
you may the more abundantly triumph in Chrift 
Jefus upon my account, when you iliall fee me 
again -prefent with you (/). 



NOTES. 


by vijiting them, it Teeming to be the fame thing with his coming to them again mentioned in thd 
next verfe. 

(0 h/f rriv v(/.£v y&zy-V Tireaf. Tot yout furtherance and joy of faith,'] Tho 5 

the conrtruftion in the paraphrafe be not abfolutely necefiary, it is what the Greek will bear, 
and feems mofl agreeable. The furtherance of their faith he might expeft would be effected by 
the exhortations he Ihould give them, and the fpiritual extraordinary benefits he fhould impart 
to them, whereby their faith would be confirmed and eftablifhed. See Rom, i. n, How this 
coming would promote the joy of their faith he {hows in the next verfe. 

26 ( /) They who oppofed St. Paul, and were indeavouring to draw the Gentile converts at 
Philippi to Judaifm , were probably very forward to upbraid them with the {uffering condition 
in which the teacher they adhered to, now was : but his coming again among them would fiir- 
nifh them with a full anfwer to all fuch confident inlults ; and when they law how God had 
appeared for him, they would be the more eftablilhed in the faith he had taught them, and 
become the more joyful and triumphant in the profeflion of it. And thus he expetted to givt 
them occajton to glory on his behalf that they might have fomevihat to anfwer them wlfich gloried in 
appearance, and not in heart ; as he {peaks to the Corinthians , t Cor . v* i in. 
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T HE defign of St. 'Paul in this fe&ion is to prefs upon the Phi¬ 
lip pi an s a perfeverance and unanimity in the faith which he 
had taught them, notwithftanding the oppofition they met with upon 
the account of it: and withal he urges them to be peaceable and 
condefcending to one another, and ready to perform all offices of 
kindnefs and fervice one toward another. This he prefles upon them 
by various moving confederations, and particularly that of the con- 
defcenfion of Chrift, and his blefled reward, which he fets out in 
very ftrong and lively terras. And to the fame end he fuggefts to 
them the regard which they owed to himfelff 


•PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 



H Owever I expert to fee you fhortly, yet 
there is one thing which I cannot but 
earneftly recommend unto you in the mean 
while, and that is, that you would behave your 
felves in fuch a holy and worthy manner as the 
gofpel of Chrift does diredfc (g) ; that fo when 
1 come and fee you, and in the mean time while 
I continue abfent from you, I may have the 
latisfadtion of hearing a good account of your 

affairs. 


O NLY let your con- 17} 
verfation be as it be- 
cometh the gofpel of Chrift i 
that whether I come and 
fee you, or elfe be abfent, 

I may hear of your affairs,, 
that yc ftand faft in one 


. NO TES. 

2 '7 CO to 'irohflevz&t. Let your confer fail on be as it becometh the 

gofpel of chrift.'] The fame thing he exprefles, Col. 1. 10. by walking worthy of the Lord to all 
pleaftng j ana, Eph. iv. 1. by walking worthy of the calling wherewith they were called \ and, 
1 l ^ walking worthy of God who had called them : which may be all explained from 

what he fays, 1 Theff iv. 1, Ton have received of us how you ought to walk and topleafe God . Nor 
can there be any doubt that the having their converfation worthy of the gofpel of Chrift , fpoken of 
in this place, mull import in general their living according to the direction of the gofpel, and 
anfwerably to the great favour vouch r afed them : but the latter part of this verfe, together with 
riie next, fnows what he had here principally in view, viz. their continuing ftedfaft in the do- 
ftnne he had taught them, concerning the liberty which God had granted them as Gentiles* St. 

Haul 
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fpirit, wich one mind, ftri- 
■ ving together for the faith 
z8.of the gofpel; and in no¬ 
thing terrified by your ad- 
verfaries: which is to them 
an evident token of per- 


affairs, that ye ftand faft in one fpirit (b), flri- 
ving together, as it were, with one foul for 
that faith of the gofpel which I have taught 
you (ij i without being in the leaft ftartled, or 
frighted out of your way by thofe JewiJh con¬ 
verts who oppofe you (k) } (which conduit of 
yours they will efteem a certain evidence 
of your aeftru&ion (/): but you may well 

judge 



NOT E & 


Paul did not efteem them to do this,, who being converts from among the Gentiles ,• were dra\va 
away to judatze. 

( b ) E? iyi In one fpirit .] This, is rather to be underftood of their own fpirit or 

mind, than of the holy fpirit: forbefide- that no article is here prefixed, the next words f/.i£ 
•4.VX? with one temper, or affeftion , feem to determine this to be the lenfe. 

(;) The faith of the gofpel J The faith of the gofpel which they were to contend for with one 
mind, was what was then oppofed, ver. 18. and it appears evidently from Chap . III. that they 
who oppofed it were fuch as earneftly pleaded the abfolute neceftity of circumcifion, and a con¬ 
formity to the ceremonial law : and therefore this faith of the gofpel can be no other than that 
of God’s calling the Gentiles to be his people, without fubje&ing them to the Mofaie law. 

Farther, in this verfe Sc. Paul propofes, as it were the two heads upon which he intended 
chiefly to infift, they being things about which he was much concerned for them. They are,- 
i. Their unanimity, of which he treats in this leftion. z . Their withftanding and oppofing 
fuch as were indeavouring to feduce them to a fubjedtioa to the Jewiffi law, concerning which 
he difeourfes particularly Chap. iii. 

18 ( k ) Mw ir}v§ opLWOi \v findeyt van? dv]ntti(/.ivuv. In nothing terrified by your adver * 
faries .] Mr. Locke in his note upon Epb> j. i has very well fhown that to be St. Pauls fenfit 
which is given in the paraphrafe. { In nothing ftartlfid by thofe who are oppofers ; fb the words 
c are, fays he, and not your adverfaries. Now there was no party at that time,-who were in' 

* oppofition to the gofpel, which Sc. Paul preached, and with whom the Gentile converts had 

* any difpute, but thofe who were for keeping up circumcifion, and the Jeviifh rices under the 
1 gofpel. Thefe were they whom St. Paul apprehended alone as likely to affright the convert 
c Gentiles , and make them ftart out of the way from th.e gofpel, .which is the proper import of 

5 TTU$b{/.tV 0 t / 

(/) Hnf ajjToif (jiiv iTiv dirwtetetc* Which is to them an evident token of perdition 

This is by many mifunderftood, who think St. Paw/fpeaks here of the perdition of the oppofers 
Juft mentioned : but the conftancy of the Gentile converts at Philippi , could not be an evidence 
of the perdition of the JewiJb converts, the only evidence of that muft be their own wicked-* 
nef c , and accordingly he lays their deftru&ion upon char. Chap . iii. ip. The lenfo therefore is 
this, Thefe Judai^ers were very confident they were in the right, .and that God did abfolute ly 
infift upon circumcifion and a fubmiilion to the ceremonial ‘law, in order to any perfons being 
accepted by him as his people; and when they faw they could not by all their indeavours pre*- 
vail upon the Gentiles to comply with what they took t& be the condition of falvation (Alls xv. 
i.) they would efteem them (the Gentiles ) obftinate and incorrigible, and as abandon d of 
God to everlafting perdition. It is no new thing for men to make fiich things the conditions 

of falvation, as God does not, and then, unmercifully to damn thofo who do not fubmit to 
them,. ~ ' ~ ' - - / . . - 

(*> 
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judge it to be an evidence of your filtration, 
nnd fuch an evidence this is as can never deceive you it is given in the 
vou (nice it proceeds not from the prejudices behalf of chriit, not only 
t’g. of men but from God. himfclf {m\ for God has " believe on hi*, butaifc 

vouchfafed you ( n ) in the behalf of Chrift (0), 
not only to believe on him, calling you hereto 
when you were G entile but has likewife 
granted you the honour of fuffering for his 
D 1 fake) 


NOTES. 

(w) K ett t7to 0 S«. And that of God.] According to the common interpretation, this re¬ 

fers to the falvation juft mentioned before, and fo the fenfe is, This is an evidence of the falvation 
*which God will beflow upon you : but the fenfe given in the paraphtafe feems more agreeable to 
St. Paul’s fcope and delign. There was no doubt that falvation muft be beftowed by God, who¬ 
ever the perfons were who obtained it, even as the perdition which the yews expected to be the 
lot of the Gentiles , they expefted from him, that is, to be inflicted according to his fentence and 
judgment: the averting this therefore was not much to his purpofe. But nothing could be more 
pertinent, when he had fpoken of the different cortclufions which the yews and Gentiles formed 
from the fame fa&s, than for him in the ftrongell terms to affert the juftnefs and ftrength of 
the one, whereby he implies the weaknefs of the other. He therefore here declares that the 
conclufion the Gentiles drew, was warranted by God himfelf, being intirely built upon his pro¬ 
ceedings : and he implies, that confequently the conclufion gathered by the yews y was of quite 
another nature, that God had not at all warranted it, but it proceeded wholly from their own 
fond prejudices. And St .Paul in the next verfe appeals to the courfe God had taken with thefe 
Gentile PhilippianSy and thereby confirms them in their way of reafoning: and that does farther 
eftablifh this interpretation. In a fomewhat like manner he writes to the Thejfalonians y and 
reckons their patience and faith in aU the perfections and tribulations they indured , to be a mani~ 
fefi token of the righteous judgment of God, that they might be counted worthy of the kingdom of God 9 
for which they alfo fufferedy i Theft, i, 4, 5. 

29 in) T (mv Unto you it is given.] St. Paul very skilfully diverts them from 

viewing persecution under its moit frightful appearance ; and leads them to confider it as a gift 
and an honour confer’d upon them. The like we may obferve in the difeourfe of another apo- 
ftle, 1 Pet. iv. 12—16. I muft own that the proper fenfe of the word is to beftow fuch 
things as are grateful and agreeable ; and that therefore this ufe of it may feem harfh. But it 
is obvious in all languages that words are frequently extended to a fenfe contrary to what they 
originally had. So among the Latins gratiam referre originally meant to requite a kindnefs 9 
but it is likewife put to fignify requiting an injury , Thus k fignifies properly as we 
render it A Els xxvii. 1 1. to gain: but to gain a hfs y as it is here ufed, gives it a quite different 
turn. If St. Paul is the only writer, who can be thought thus to ufe the word in 

this place, yet I think we muft be content unlefs we can find a better fenfe. I only add that the 
Greek commentators Chryfojtom } Theophylaft and Oecumenius underftand the word in the fame man¬ 
ner. 

(0 Ta \z§p Xeur*. In the behalf of Chrijl.] I have left this in the paraphrafe, juft as I found 
it in our tranflation, becaufe, to fay the truth, I am at a lofs for the meaning of it. It feems 
doubtful to me to what the rb here refers : if we fuppofe it to be the fame with t«to, or that the 
fenfe is to be fupplied by <P£&Vy XWf *** or fome fuch word, the meaning will be that this gift 
was beftowed upon them for the fake of Chrift, that is, his merit: or perhaps more agreeably 

a to 
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30. tofufferfor his fake; ha- fake) (j>). And to fuch ftedfaftnefs and con- 20, 

whfch ^Vaw f Tn mTS ^ C Y incoura g e your felves by my example 

i.now hear to be in me. if fince you meet with the fame oppofition and 

thete be therefore any con- trouble, which you faw I did when 1 was among 

fclauon in chnft, if any you ^), and which I have told you 1 indure now 

I am at a diftance from you. If therefore (r) j;. 

there be any mutual Chriftian confolation (s) t 
if there be any comfort proceeding from the 
mutual love, which ought to be between Chri- 

ftians. 


NOTES. 


to-the ufe of the prep&fition', <mtthrobtkn fo Chrift. But if we allow of a pleonafm in the 
words, and fuppofe that the to refers to their fufferings, and fb that with it we are to join 
WMiv mentioned in the laft claufe of the verfe, the fenfe will (land thus. To you. it is given to 
Suffer for Cbrifiy I don t fay> only to believe on him, but alfo to fuffer for him. This he efteemed a 
great addition to the favour, and therefore lays an emphafis upon it. This latter fenfe pleafes 
me txeft. 

30 (p) Unlefs men will needlefly make a foloecifin in St. PauVs difeourfe, it is manifefl by 
looking into the Creek , that this verfe is to be joined with the former part of v. 28. and that 
what comes between mufl be read in a parenthefis, as it is put in the paraphrafe. 

. {q) Tov ojj'JIv etycoya. Having the fame confiB.^ If this be underfiood of perfecution 

in general, fuch as the Philippi ans indtired from the Gentiles ; then as to his own cafe he may bo 
thought to refer to what he formerly frittered from them at Philippi , Afts xvi. 19, &c 1 Theff. ii. 2. 
and to what he now fullered at Rome. Byt to fay the truth, I can find no other evidence 
of the Phitippians frittering perfecution from the Gentiles at this time but what is built upon the 
text before us. It therefore feems more natural to me to explain what he fays of the conflict 
he had with zhe yudaizers \ and that the Pkilippians met with- the fame, appears from many 
pafiages in the epillle. Of his conflict with them at Philippi they had been witnettes when he. 
was among them ; and of that he had with them now at Rome he had given them fome ac¬ 
count in this chapter : and to that 1 fuppofe he refers in thofe words, and novo hear to be in me , 

1 (r) Therefore-"} This therefore has, I think, a reference to what he had before declared,. 
dbap. i. 2,5, 26. of his wiliingnefs to continue yet longer in the flefh for their fakes. And the 
connection will (land thus, ‘ I am contented, as you may perceive by what I have faid, to 
* abide longer in this 'wearifomc and afflifted ettate, and to be kept from that happinefs, on 
c which I have fixed my mod earneft expectation and defire; and the reafon why I am eafy to 
c continue thus here, is that I may be fcrviceable to you in improving your faith, and promo- 
c ting your joy : and fince fuch is my afte< 5 tion to you, do you make me a fuitable return, and 
‘ therefore take care to comply with the exhortation 1 give you, that you may be a comfort and 
‘ joy to me.’ This his exhortation he ftrongly inforces in the following verfts. 

(r) F.i Tie 'TrapdxhMit \v Xeirw. if there be any eorfolaticn in Chrifl.’] The word 
is ufed fometimes to fignify exhortation , and fomttimes cenfolation ; and where the context does 
/not determine the fenfe, it is doubtful which way it fliould be underftood. It may, perhaps, 
be thought by fome that this is the caft here m this place ; and therefore it may not be impro¬ 
per to exprefs what muft have been his meaning, in which ever way he ufed the word. If 
then it be taken in the former fignification, it is as tho* he had faid, € If a chriAian exhortation 
‘ is of any weight with you/ If it be taken in the latter fignification, his meaning is, c If 

‘ Ghrifliaiiity 
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ftians, if there be any communion of the Spirit 
(t), if there be any bowels of mercy and com¬ 
panion ; let me have a complete joy and fatis- 
faftion («) in your manifefting the fame difpo- 
fition toward me, which I have declared I have 
toward you all (zaf) j have the fame love to me 
and to one another, as thofe whofe fouls are, 
as it were, united (x), and all attend to one 
and the fame thing. Let nothing be done by 

any 


comfort of love, if any fel- 
lowfhip of the fpirit, if amr 
bowels and mercies; fulfil z. 
ye my joy, that ye be like- 
minded, having the fame 
love, being of one accord, 
of one mind. Let nothing 5.' 
be done through ftrife, or 
vain-glory, but in lowli- 


NOTES. 


« Chriftianity affords any confolation.* The other expreffions here joined with this, feem plain¬ 
ly to carry it for this latter fenfe, wherein our tranllators have well underftood it. 

(0 E / Tit Ko/wytcz Tryd!fAet]@-' if any feUowfiip of the Spirit,'] This by a common hebraifin 
may fignify, If there be any fpiritual fellowfhip : or if we fuppofe that the holy Spirit is hereby 
meant, it is evident that as that Spirit dwells in and animates all Chriflians, who are all mem¬ 
bers of the fame body, of whicli Chrift is the head, there muft be a fellowfhip and communion 
between them. Which ever way we take it, fuch a fellowfhip and communion obliged them to 
be concerned for the comfort and cafe of one another, and of St, Paul y even as he was concerned 
for them all. 

1 (m) TLMfwffetJi. fj.Hriiv yjL&v. Fulfil ye my joy.] He had told them, Chap . i. 25, that his 
coming again to them would be for the promotion of the joy of their faith : now in thefe 
words he demands of them a Tunable return, and that they would by their behaviour promote 
his joy- This I think confirms the account before given of the relation the firft verfe of this 
chapter has to his foregoing difeourfe. Compare Rom. i. 11, u. 

(w) I vet ewro <p&vn ts. That ye be like minded.] St. Paul appears to thofe who carefully 
read him, to be fo far from writing loofely and at random, that he hardly ufes a word without 
fome particular defign, and that has not fome weight in it. Hence it feems reafonable to fup¬ 
pofe, that by this expreffion he means fomething that is different from what he intends by t3 
(pefi'zvlzs being of the fame mind in the laft words of the verfe. If we refer the t3 ojjto to 
v, 2^. of the former chapter, and underhand him to exhort them to be like minded with him- 
felf this may, poflibly, make all eafy : for then the to %v yesvtfcs or the being all of one mind , 
will fignify their agreement with one another. 

There is yet another way to account for thefe two expreffions, viz, by underftanding the 
firft expreffion, as our tranllators do, to require the Pkilippians , to be like minded ; and by ta¬ 
king to for tkto in the latter, and rendering it, attending to this one thing [efpeciall y]that nothing 
be done thro firife , as the Vulgate which keeps the Creek ellipfis, may fairly be underftood. If 
neither of theft fhould be fufficient, I own I do not yet perceive where the difference between 
the two expreffions lies; nor am I able to clear his words from a need lels tautology, tho’ I am 
far from fufpetting upon that account that the apoftle is guilty of any fuch thing ; it being very 
cafy to fuppofe that another may hit upon that lolution which has efcaped my obftrvation. 

(*) rfone accord. This anfwers to what he had faid, Cbap. i. 27. M/cT 

WX* ft riving together with one mind , i. e. with the like zeal and affeftion. 

1 don t take tjw dJfny Aydnrnv tyovjif and vyoi to be two different and independent 
members ; but confider love as the certain confequence of an union of foul: and therefore the 

paraphiafe renders it as tho were here understood. In like manner our tranllators have in¬ 
serted it, 1 Pej. ii. 4. , 
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nefsof mind let each efteem 
other better than them- 
^felves. Look not every man 
on his own things, blit eve¬ 
ry man alio on the things 
^, of others. Let this mind be 
in you, which was alfo in 
Q . Chrift Jefiis : who being in 
{he form of God thought 


any of you out of a defire of contending and 
quarrelling, or from a vain affectation of ho¬ 
nour and applaufe, while he indeavours to fet 
up himfelf above others* but let every one 
behave himfelf with modefty and humility, 
Showing an inclination to efteem others as bet¬ 
ter than himfelf, and being accordingly ready 
and forward to ferve them (y). Let no one 
among you be only folicitous for his own pro¬ 
fit (s): but let every one defire, and, as he 
has opportunity, further the profit of others. 
For ye ought to be of fuch a kind and bene¬ 
ficent, of fuch a humble and condefcending 
difpofition as Chrift Jefus himfelf was, who be¬ 
ing in the form or likenefs of God (a% was not 

eager 



?• 

6 , 


NOTES. 


3 O') can, t be imagined, that St. Paul required Chri/lians of the longeft Handing and the 
£reareit eminence in. the church, to count themf^ves inferior to fuch as had but juft enter’d into 
it. He certainly can mean no more than that every one fhould be lowly and condefcending, 
and ready to ferve the loweft and meaneft Chriftian. This was the temper of St. Paul, i Cor. 
ix. 19. And this was the temper of a -greater than he, even our Lord himfelf, who has made 
his example a rule fox us, Matth . xx. 16 —i8. Whofiever will be great amongyou, let him be your 
minfier. And whofiever will be chief among you, let him be yotir fervant. Even as the fin of 
man came not to be mini fired unto y but to minfier y and to give his life a ranfom for many . Com¬ 
pare Rom. xii. 10. 1 Pet. V. 5. 

4 (£) Tct iojujutf. On his own things .] That hereby St. Paul means their own temporal pro - 
fit, may appear by comparing v. zi t where he again ufes the fame words, All feck their own 
things . This is the rather inferted in the paraplirafe, that it might not feem to carry in it an 
infinuation, that Sc. Paul gave any incouragement to a bufy and pragmatical temper, which 
he elfewhere utterly^condemnsy 1 Thejf iv. 11. z Theff.'nx. ir, 11. 1 Tim. v. 13. 

6 ( a ) Os It; 0 ?? vTTcLfyvy. who being in the form of God] The meaning of this ex- 

preftion can t be, that Chrift had the form of God in the metaphyfical notion of a form : nor is, 
perhaps, fuch kind of language ever to be met with concerning any thing, That it fh:uld be 
faid to be in its own form : for the form being eftential to every thing, it cannot poiUbly be 

By the firm of God w r c are then to underftand the appearance and likenefs of God ; which 
will, I believe, be found to be the conftant ufe of the word here render’d form in the holy fcri- 
ptures. Thus the word is again ufed by St. Paul in the very next verfe, He took upon him the 
form of a fervant : concerning which more will be faid prefently. It is ufed only once more 
that I can find in the new Teftamenc ; Mark xvi. 11. After that , he appeared in another form 
unto two of thtrri, as they walked , and went into the country. Where no one, I fuppofe, will 
imagine that the word form is ufed metaphyfically, or that any thing more is intended, than 
that he appeared in a different figure, fhape, garb, or likenefs, from what he did before to 
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caecr in retaining that likenefs to God (h): it not robbery to be equaf 
bit on the contrary he emptied himfclf of that ■”[* 

lorm U p 0n him form 0 $ 


notes. 


Mary Magdalene, v. 9. who took him for the gardener, ydbnxx. The LXX have like- 
wife ufed it in thefc fevcral places, yob iv. 16. I/a. xliv. 13. Dan. iv. 36. v. 6, 10. & vii. z8. 
And whoever will take the trouble to examine them, will find that not one of them will ad¬ 
mit that fenfe which fome would here affix to this word. In Ciceros books De nat. Deorum, the 
queftion frequently occurs de forma Deorum , where I believe it always fignifics the fiape, and is 
therefore fometimes explained by figura . 

If it be here inquired, wherein did this form or likenefs of God lie ? it may be anfwer’d, 

1. He was in the form or likenefi of God by reafon of his refembling God in glory and ma- 
jeffy. It may, perhaps, deferve remarking, that the LXX have ufed only this one word, for 
the two that are in the Chaldee , which we have render’d honour and brightnefs, Dan. iv. 36. 
And again, Dan . v. 6 . where they ufe the word /uofpw, our tranflators render it in the common 
reading, Then ‘was the king’s countenance changed: but inflead of countenance , their marginal 
reading is brightnefs. However this might be accommodated to St. Paul’s difeourfe, and he 
often ufes the ftile of that tranfiation ; yet I do not lay any great ftrefs upon it. Nor need 
I, fince the refemblance he bore to God in. glory and majefty are fufficiently declared in other 
places of feripture ; as particularly where he is faid to be the image of God, 1 Cor. iv. 4. the 
image of the inviftble God , Col. i. 1$. the brightnefs of his glory, and the exp refs image of his per- 
fin, Heb. i. 3. Conlonant hereto is the afliirance he has given us, that he had a glory with the 
Father, before the world was , yohn xvii. $. And it was the general fenfe of the primitive Chri- 
flians, that under the old difpenfation he often perfonated him, making a vifible appearance in 
his name and head : and they thought no other was fo fit for this, as he who was the next 
Being to the Father, by whom alio he made the worlds. But the truth of their opinion I do 
not aflert. 

z. He is faid to have been in the form or likenefs of God, upon the account of that authority, 
dominion, and power, with which he was intruded, and which he exercifed antecedently to 
his coming into the world. God is a relative term, and denotes authority : whence angels un-i 
der the old difpenfation were ftiled Gods, and lo are magiftrates, and lo Mofes was Aaron s God, 
and Pharaoh s God. In the higheft and moft eminent fenfe there can be but one God, that is 
but one to whom ablolute ana fupreme dominion and authority does belong : but others being 
veiled by him with authority, may be, and are ftiled gods,, as refembling him herein. And thus 
our Saviour, antecedently to his incarnation, having the yews committed to him by God, and 
being the prince of that people, or the king of ifrael, was in the form and likenels of God. 
This latter fenfe appears to me the moft ealy and natural, becaule the form of God and form of a 
fervant feem to be oppofed ; and confequently as the one imports the likenefs of a Have, the 
ot er will ligmry the likenefs of a ruler or a fbvereign Lord. This may be farther confirmed 
by the account here given of his exaltation, and the name given him above every name, viz. 
that every longue fbould confefs that yefxs Chrift is Lord, v. 9, 11, Lord and God are terms of 

/, C r m< i lm P° rC m ^s cafe : and as his exaltation was a reftoring to him the honour 
he had before, but a reftoring it in a higher degree, the giving him thil name, and making 

had hid ltd? Wt 1 ^ C ° nnder ‘ “ 3 r€ndei ' in S to him the jforra of God, which for a time he 

1 ^ Ouy ay (acv r\y,\oarro 'Tl Vt) tea. 0e£.] The fenfe our tranflators have given to 
thclc words is That he thought it not robbery to be equal with God. But it is not eafy to perceive 
now this fenfe can agree to the place. For, 
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i. The averting him to be equal to God, mud of neceflity carry in it an affertiort of a plu¬ 
rality of Gods. If there be a God, and another who is equal to him in nature, perfe¬ 
ctions, and dominion, the latter mud be as truly a God in thehighcfk and mod abfolute fenfc, as the 
former : and when men have faid all they can, a God and a God are as certainly two Gods, as a 
man and a man are two men. Nor can this be evaded by pretending that they are not two 
Gods, becaufe they are one and the fame being, and fo one and the fame God : for the infpi- 
ced writers are utter flrangers to fuch aflertions, that a Being is equal to it felf. 

a. Could it be upon any fubtil invention fuppofed, that he was equal to God, yet whar 
occafion could there be to talk of robbery in the cafe ? To be equal with God, provided he was 
fo, could not carry in it the lead refemblance of robbery , or the taking away from God any thing 
that was his. Such interpreters mud therefore judge the expreflion to be elliptical, and that 
it ought to be thus fupplied. He thought it not robbery for him to afiiune or pretend to be equal 
qvitb God . But it can’t be imagined that St. Paul would aflert that he aflumed or pretended to 
be equal with God, without appealing or referring tacitly to fome famous and evident preten- 
fions our Lord made to fuch an equality ; and could any fuch be found in the hidory we have 
of him, it might daibme fervice to this interpretation : but fince in faCt we meet with nothing 
of this nature in any of the gofpels ; nay, fince his aflertions were condantly of a direCtly op- 
polite and contrary drain, there can be little reafon for men to allent to fuch an interpretation. 
Befides, if fuch an equality were to be believed, it mud red wholly upon this one text, fince it 
is never averted in any other: and it would be very Hrange, that fo important and abfolutely 
necefiary an article of faith, as fome would perfuade us this is, {hould be delivered in this 
one place only, and elpeeially fince the interpretation of this is it folf liable to fo many and 
drong objections. 

$. This expredion is wholly fuperfluous, as it dands joined with the former, and as they are 
feoth explained by fuch interpreters. The fenfe according to them mud run thus, Who having 
1 the fame nature, and all the fame perfections with God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
c with God in nature and perfections.’ To have the fame nature and all the fame perfections, 
belpeaks the mod abfolute equality : what need then could there be of his aliening the fame* 
thing over again in the latter expredion. He thought it not robbery to be equal with God ? 

4. I think there is a great deal of drength in Dr. Clarke’s reafoning, Script. Doftr. num. 934. 
c The following words [AAAA' iajujov \kivcog^ BUT emptied himfelf J] fhow thofe immediately 
c foregoing, not to be part of the preceding charaHer of ChrijFs greatnefs , but part of the confe - 

* quent account of his humiliation. For fo the condruCtion is more ufual and natural, and the 
c connection plainer; f Tho he was in the form of God , yet he was not greedy of being honoured as 
c God, BUT (on the contrary) willingly emptied himfelf of his glory .] But in the other inter- 
€ pretation, the word [atAAcc, bqf] has not fo natural a place : [He thought it not robbery to be 

* equal with God \ but yet neverthelefs (not fo properly ctAAct, but rather a, aa’ o//«y£, or optof 
c 0 ) he emptied himfelf &c.) 

Of what was it that Chrid emptied himfelf, according to this interpretation ? The apoftle’s 
difeourfo, one would think, naturally leads us to interpret this expreliion thus, c He emptied 
c himfelf of that form of God which he had before ; and when he emptied himfelf of that, he 
c took upon him another form, viz. that of a fervant: * but if the form of God fignifies the na¬ 
ture and perfections of God, and an equality with him; how’ was it podlble he {hould empty 
himfelf of that form, fince one of thofe perfections is immutability $ 

But to come now more clofely to confider the import of thefe phrafes themfclves. As to the 
drd etf TAyfj.lv nyn gato , I do not find any indance produced of a f 7 rtLypU as ever ufed 
by any author but St, Paul in this place, and fuch as have taken occafion to treat of it : and fo 
no argument can be brought to confirm any interpretation from the exprefs ufe of the word. 
But if 7 retyiJt.et be fynonymous to AfTAypoty as /3 ATjtGfiA is to (Za7t]iG(j.6Cj (pcoltG/LA to 
- <pu\tG{xUy (jaypLA to (j.tyij.Uy AyvtGfXA to dyviGylty and many others of the like nature, the 
proper meaning of it feems to be a prey or booty , which is of a middle fenfe, and may be 
either juft or unjud. And fo ’tis ufed by ffofephus , anttq . lib. xi. c. 5. OuT<y? l^TAy\XA 
tav]cov x} yiyovApLiv* Hence becaufe a prey or booty is what perfons readily imbrace 1 
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I think therefore they hardly give US .the exatt fignifiCAUcm Q f a.^Ay^et P who explain it by X 
tiding very de fir able, or to be coveted , For a thing may be dejired or coveted which ’tis not in a 
perion s power to obtain. And while ’tis only defir d it is not in his power actually : but no¬ 
thing is properly a prey or booty, till it be in one s polfeflion ; or at lead in one’s power to 
polk Is it. According to this fenfe therefore the apollle may be fuppqfed to fay: Who being fa 
tie form of God was not eager or tenacious in retaining 79 'it) Icret 0 £G>, of which more pr©« 
fently. 

I can’t but add what I think is very material, that not one of the primitive Chriftiaus, who 
lived before the council of Sice, as far as appears, upderdood ; this phrafe in the fame way our 
tranftators do. The teftimoniesof the churches of Lions and Vienne in France, in Eufeb. H/Jlor* 
Ecclef Lib. v. c. z. Origen on John p. 34. & Sovatian De Trinit. c. 17. are very clear to this 
purpofe. Nor was the common interpretation contrary to the fenfe of the Antepicene Fathers 
only, but of fbme of the Pojlnicene alfo, as is evident from the tedimony of Hilary , a very zea¬ 
lous advocate for orthodoxy, De Synod, p. 238. De Trinit* lib, viii. p, m, nz, and of Phdba* 
d/us, Tom. 4. Bibl. Patr. p. 17S. * 

This is fb plainly difagreeable to the fenfe of the phrafe, that it has been rejetted by IsA\ 
Schmidius, Grotius, Archbp. TiUotfon , Bp. BuU , and others, whom no man will fufpett of being- 
partial in favour of the notion againft which this text is frequently alleged. 

As to the other phrafe to Vt) \<i& 0£<p which our tranllation renders to be equal with God, 
Dr. Whitby has by many examples clearly fhown that it often imports no more than to be like 
God. • If we fuppofe that 0 sb and iff a 0sa denote the fame thing, it will not feem very 

proper or indeed confiftent to fay, that while he had the former he did not covet the latter. 
And if by the f/.o^ph 0sb we are to underhand the glory which he had Vjitfi the Father before the- 
world was , I chink it mud: be the fame as Tffct fince he did not dived himfelf qf that 

glory, till he aHumed the human nature ; and then he prays only for th t rejlituticn of the 
fame glory, yohn xvii. 5* Befides, to Vt) \<Tcl 05 &T appears farther to be what Chrid had attually 
in polleflion, till ativco<n iajfjbv he emptied himfelf 3 by the ufe of the prefent tenfe Vt). For if it 
was only fomething future, and what he had in profpett, it fhould rather have been 'iei&eu* 
Nay farther, this fenfe feems necdTary from the apoftle’s argument. In v. 4. he reepmmends 
two things to the Philippians, 1.. Not to be wholly intent upon their own profit [even in thofe 
things wherein ftrittly fpeaking they had a right, and might judly attend to it] but in fome cafes 
to negleB it , or recede from it , in order, z. To their indeavouring to afjijl and be helpful to others*. 
Nor docs he in the former member caution them againft a purfuit of what they had no prefent 
right to, tho’ it might be for their profit. In v. 5. he infbrces his advice from the example of 
Chrid. ^ Whom he fhows v. 6. to have relinquifh’d his own right or profit, & v. 7, 8. to have 
been highly beneficial to others. It may therefore be quedioned whether that tranflation is 
exatt - Who being in the Hkenefs o f God, did not haflily covet to be honoured as God : by which I 
fuppofe is meant, He d.d not covet it, till he had accomplifti’d that work, for the doing which 
as his reward, he was to be honoured as God * But this feems not to be a dirett indance of the 
apoftle s precept in v. 4. For he does not caution them againft haflily coveting what they had not 
an immediate claim to, but to omit or relinquifb their prefent right cr profit, and fuffet it to give 
way to an opportunity of ajftfting others. And to this the example of Chrid will exattly corre- 
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a fervant, and was made in 
the likenefs of men : and 
f. being found in fafhion as a 
man, he humbled himfelf, 
and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of 


form of God (c), taking upon him a very diffe¬ 
rent form or likenefs, even that of a fervant 


(d) > when he was made in the likenefs of men 

(e) . And tho’ his becoming man was a great 
inftance of his humility and condefcen/ion, yet 
he did not flop at that: but when he was actu¬ 
ally in the fame condition and ftate with men 

NOTES. 



fpond, if the fenic given of v. 6. be juft.- I may add, that to Vt) 'hra Os ro can hardfy be thought 
dire&ly to fignify, to be honored as God, tho’ it may denote that which may be a foundation for 
fuch honour. Nor upon the whole docs it appear that the apohlc in this 6 v. has any view to 
what Chrift fhould receive as the reward of his parting for a time with his glory ; but only 
that he alTerts that he did do it. The former indeed is declared afterward, v. 9 — 11. as an in- 
couragement to imitate his example. But if any arc minded farrher to examine this matter, 
they arc refer’d to polemical writers, it not being the defigu of thclc papers to expatiate m 
controvcrfics, but only to clear the ftnft of the (acred w riter. 

7 (0 ’AAA* sojj\qv k/AvtiHT s. Bat made limfelf of no refutation .] More properly is this ren¬ 
der'd, Bat emptied himfelf which naturally leads the reader to what it was of which he emptied 
himfelf, viz., of that form of God he was in before. See the preceding note. To which may 
be added for the fatisfaCtion of fome perfons, that St. Jerom fhows he nndcr/lood the cx- 
preffion as 1 do : for upon Gal iii. 13. he fays, refering manifcflly to this place, lUe fe de pie- 
nitudinc fip form a Dei evacuavit , firmam firvi accipiens. c He eniptied himfelf of the fulnefs 
f and form of God, taking upon him the form of a fervant.’ 

(d) Movin' /'bAoi/ ^ctCoor. And took upon him the form of a fervant .] Had this been render’d 
Taking the firm of a fervant , it would have better exprefled what fetms to be St. Pauls ftnfc, 
that his emptying himfelf of the form of God was BY taking the form of a fervant. 

Farther, our Saviour, while he was here on earth, was not properly a firvara or a Jlave : 
but he took on him the firm and likenefs of one* 1* By his condcfcending to fuch offices as 
ufed to be done by fervants. Hence he fpcaks thus of himfelf, Luke xxii. 17. I am among you 
as he that ferveth. This his condefoenfionhe propofes to his difciples as an example to be imitated 
by them, Matth . xx. z 6 — 28. as he does one particular and wonderful inflancc of it, his waiting 
their feet, John xiii. 4—17. And in like manner does St. Paul here recommend his example to the 
Philippians. z . By his fubmitting to the treatment which fervants or liaves ufed to meet with. 
Of this nature might be reckon’d all the ftornful and reproachful ufage he indured, which muft 
by thoft who were guilty of it, be efteemed very unfit for an ingenuous perfon, and proper 
only for one of the loweft rank and meanefi condition, or at lealt for pne whofe crimes had fo 
degraded him as to fet him upon a level with fuch. If St. Paulhad not afterwards mentioned it 
as a diftinft confideration, it might be added that the death he came into the world to under¬ 
go, was the death of a Have, and not of a free-man ; and he might very well in that refpeft 
be faid to take upon him the form or likenefs of a fervant or Have. And this account of the 
form cf a fervant confirms the fenfe before given of the form of God. 

(e) L" v h(j.'Htotj.eLTt dvdqco'rov yivbfjLiv(&. And was made in the likenefs of mcnS] This I un¬ 
derhand as referring to both expreffions before ufed, and fo fiiould choofe to render the whole 
thus, He emptied himfelf taking the form of a fervantwhen he was made in the likenefs of 
pieji. He came into the world with this view. 

If it be here inquired, why does St. Paul fay, He was made in the LIKENESS of men* 
Was he not truly and properly a man \ the anfwer is eafy. That men fignifics fuch animated 
bodies as ours are, inhabited each by a rational foul; and fo as to his body he was in all rc- 
(pe&s a man juh as wc are, he having taken part with us iafleftr and blood, and having a body 
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(f\ he humbled himfclf yet farther, by be- thecrofs. wherefore God 9. 

eoming obedient to God unto death, and that an j g; ve „him Tname 
too the death of thecrofs, which was attended which is above every name : 
with the greateft reproach as well as torment, 
p. And upon this account, God has advanced 

him higher than before {g ) and freely bellow¬ 
ed 

NOTES. 

-prepared for him. The likenefs therefore belongs not to that, but to the other part of man 
the nyi (AovtH.lv, the rational fpir it, wherein he was vaftly more than man, the Word or Koy<&- 
that was in the form of God, being ib tranfccndcntly fuperior to the mod noble Soul that 
ever inhabited any other human flefh. 

8 (/) Kcti iv^d-us ovBf aj'sr©-. And being found in faflion as a man.'] EvfzBztt 

is often no more than the Latin exifiens , or being ; and fo it anfwers to ywop sr©“ in the 
verlc before, as does in fafiion here to \v 0^x0100^071 in the likenefs there ; and fo thefe 

two phrafes appear to me to be exaftly of the fame import; and yet I don't think there is any 
faulty tautology in St. Paul's difeourfe: but having reprefented his condefcenfion in becoming 
man, he goes on here to fet forth the mod amazing inftance of it, when he was made man, 
according as the paraphrafe express the fenfe : and by varying the phrafe, while the fame 
thing is intended, he avoids the very femblance or fhow of a tautology. 

9 (g) j\io 0 Osof ojjtgv Wherefore Cod alfo hath highly exalted him.] St. Paul ha¬ 

ving fet forth the humility of Chrift, begins here to reprefent the glorious reward of it, that he 
might by that confideration the more effectually ingage the Pbilippians to an imitation of him; 
and fb this well fuited the particular exhortation he was giving them. But befide that, as 
what he here fays of Chrift tended to greaten their thoughts of him, it was very pertinent to 
his grand defign of eftablifhing them in their adherence to Chrift. 

I think our tranflation hardly reaches his defign in the word which can hard¬ 

ly be exprefled without a periphrajis. I take his fenfe to be this, c It was a high ftate of dignity 
c and honour which Chrift was in before his incarnation, when he was in the form of God: 
c but the confequencc of his condefcenfion is not a bare refforation to that former dignity ; no, 
c he is exalted now to a vaftly higher dignity and honour than he had formerly: for Cod has 
c given him a name above every name , &c. And in like manner you may be afliired that you 
c {hall never lofe by abafing and humbling your felves : this in the end, when God fhall 
c reward you, will turn to your exaltation, and procure you a higher degree of glory.* 

The right Hating the difference between the dignity of our Lord before his incarnation, and 
that which followed upon his rcfurre&ion, is of confiderablc importance in order to our un- 
derftanding feveral places in the Scriptures : I fhall therefore here indeavour to do it as well 
as I can ; and the rather becaufe I perceive that the fhortnefs of the hints given upon Col. ii. 
i<). and the not letting down the words of the texts fometimes refer’d to, v hich upon fb uti- 
nfual a fubjeift ought to have been done, have render’d the matter obfeure to fbme readers, 
who may perhaps be convinced, if they will examine it, not by the fehemes and fyftcms 
they have received of men, but merely by the holy feriptures, which alone can be our fure 
guide in the cafe. I hope I fhall treat of this with all due modefty and caution, and not ven¬ 
ture a flep farther than the feriptures clearly lead me. 

The feriptures then feem plainly to reprefent this to have been the ftace of thing'? antecedent¬ 
ly to our Saviour’s coming into the world. That God allotted to the angels provinces and do- 
mi nions, one being appointed to prefide over one country, and another over another. Let me 

now 
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now tranfcribe the places at length, which were only referM to before, as evidences of this. 
The places are all taken out of Dan. x. wherein is related a vifion of an angel fent to Daniel, 
in the third year of Cyrus, king of Perfia. The defeription of this angel, and the whole account 
of him and his meffage, iliows him to be a good angel: and thus he fpeaks, v. 13. The prince 
of the kingdom of Peril a withftcod me one and twenty days : but Jo, Michael, one [or as in our 
margin, the frft] of the chief princes came to help me, and I remained [or was left'] there with the 
kings o/Perfia. 1 pretend not to imdcrfland the vifion : only that it related to the fates of the 
yews, feems plain from v. 14. Now I am come to make thee underftavd what fall befall thy pecple 
in the latter days : for yet the vificn is for many days . But my argument does not at all depend 
upon the certain underfianding of the whole vifion. It is fuificicnt for my ptu pofe to take no¬ 
tice that the angel by fpeaking of the prince of the kingdom of Pcrfia means another angel, and 
not the proper king of Perfia . This, without mentioning here what we fliall meet with after¬ 
ward in the chapter, feems evident from thefe two confidcrations. 1. That in his difeourfe 
he appears to diAinguifh between DHtfJ princes and Q^37JQ kings : and as it is certain that the 
former is applied by him to the angels when he calls Michael one of the chief princes , it is but 
reafonable to underAand that word in his difeourfe concerning the angels. 1. This is much 
confirmed by what he fays of the prince of the kingdom of Perfia, that he witljlood him one and 
twenty days , and that Michael one of the chief princes came to help him . By the account we 
have, if. xxxvii. 36. of the Aaughtef of 185000 made in one night by an angel in Sennacherib' % 
army, we may eafily learn that the refiAance of an earthly prince could figmfy nothing againft 
an angel : this prince therefore of the kingdom of Perfia rnuft have been himfelf an angel in 
order to his being able to conteA with one who was undoubtedly an angel. And farther, had 
he not been an angel that wichAood him, what need could he have of the afliAance of Michael 
one of the chief princes in order to his overcoming him ? If then an angel was the prince of the 
kingdom of Perfia, what I have advanced feems fully eAablifhed : for wc have then an angel in- 
truAed with fuch a dominion over a particular country as I plead for. This is farther con¬ 
firmed by the two laA verfes of that chapter, to which alio I reftr’d, where the fame angel 
lays. Now will I return to fight with the prince of Perfia , and when I am gone forth , lo, the prince 
of Grecia fball come. But I will pew thee that which is noted in the feripture of truth : and there 
is none that holdeth with me in thefe things , but Michael your prince. So that we have here 
the prince of Perfia , the prince of Grecia , and the prince of the yews fpoken of: and 
what realon can we have to queflion whether the like was not the cafe of other 
countries, that they had in like manner their rclpcctive prefidents or princes l This 
leads us farther to confider the Aate of our Saviour himfelf before his incarnation. As 
the heathen nations were committed to other angels, lb God’s peculiar people the ifraelites 
were committed to ChriA who was the angel of the covenant, or of God’s covenanted people, 
who was the king of Ifrael , in fuch a peculiar manner as he was not the king of any other 
people on the earth. He is by the angel called Michael, and faid to be the prince of th t yews y 
Micha t\your prince, that is the prince of you yews t and again he is thus deferibed, Chap. xii. 1. 
Michael the great prince which ftandeth for the children of thy people. And to whom can thefe 
characters better agree than to our Saviour ? St. yude leads us into this interpretation, when 
he calls him Michael the archangel v. 9. for however men have devifed an order of archangels 
comprehending many of them, yet the feripture never fpeaks in any place of more than one 
archangel. And indeed the word which we tranllate Archangel , being two 

words join’d together, agreeably to the ulc of the Creek language, fignifies the chief angel, or 
prince of angels ; as dfyjtftvf denotes the chief prieft, or high prieft, which being always fo 
render’d, every body perceives to have been but one. Nor will it, I fuppofe, be much doubt¬ 
ed that by Michael we are to underAand ChriA, Rev. xii. 7. Michael and his angels fought 
againft the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels : and as the victory was Michael\ 
fo' it is attributed to the power of God’s ChriA, v. 10. which feems plainly to imply that 
God’s ChriA is the Michael before fpoken of. And here let it be obferved that the angels 
are faid to be MichaeV s, they being now placed all in a fubjeCtion to him, as they were not be¬ 
fore our Lord’s refurreCtion. And this is to me an argument that by Michael wc are to under¬ 
hand ChriA, as the angels arc faid to be his, Matth , xfii. 41. The Son of man pall fend'forth his 
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Ang e Jj. See alfo Chap. Xxiv. 31. Mark xiii. 17- and a Thejf.i. 7. which is to be underftood 
concerning what they fhould be at the time fpoken of, when he fhould fend them : for other- 
wife thcyNvcrc not then his. But where fhail we find in the fcripture that the angels are 
faid to be the angels of any other than of God, or of Chrift ? for I fuppofeno one will objeft a- 
^ainfi this Matth . xviii. 10. it being upon a quite different account they are called the angels of 
the little ones , viz. they are there conhdered as miniftring for their good, and not as under 
their direction and rule. The fame perfon feems to be Spoken of, 1 Thejf. iv. 16. For the Lord 
hinfelf jbaU defend from heaven with a flout, with the voice of the archangel. Where I take 
'what follows after jtsAguV/zctj/, which we tranfiate a flout, to be only exegetical, how and by 
whom it was perform’d : as if it had been laid : Which [jcsAeuc^tf.] is made by the voice of the 
prince of the argels, and the trump of God. So John v. 2. 8. *tis faid : AU that are in the graves 
flail hear his [Chi ill’s] voice. And in Matth. xxiv. 31. I take the order of the words to be: 
And he [the Son of man] with a great found of a trumpet [that is the trump of God] flail fend 
forth bis angels, and they flail gather, &c. Nor need it beany great difficulty, that the Lord feems 
to be diilinguilhed by St. Paul from the archangel : for this is cafily accounted for by the man¬ 
ner of fpcaking known among the Jews, and ofeen met with in the old tcltainent, as 
1 Sam. iii. 21. The Lord revealed hinrfelf to Samuel in Shiloh, by the word of the Lord, that is by 
his own word. This is imitated by St. Past', 1 Cor. i. 7, 8. Waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jefus Clnfl, who flail alfo confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blamelefs in the day of our 
Lord fefn.r drift, that is, in his own day. The opinion of the ancients was, that he was the 
angel whom God fent before the children of Jfrael , to keep them in the way, in whom he 
tells them his name was, Exod. xxiii. 20—13. and that he was the fame perfon who appeared 
to Jcflua, and Piled himfclf the prince of the Lord's l oft, fofl. v. 14. and by the hoft we may 
here underftaud God’s people Jfrael. See Exod. xii. 4r. He was prince over them as he was not 
over any ocher nation : for however the Gentiles were promifed to hirti, yet they w£re not 
given into his hand till after his refurreftion. See Tfal. ii. 8. Nor does this relate to fuch 
Gentiles only as chearfully fubmitted to him, but to thole who were obftinate againff him, and 
whom he was to break with a rod of iron for their difobedience, v. 9. 

The fcripture has very much left in the dark the manner of the adminiffration of the world 
under the prefidents that were thus fet over them. It feems probable that they were appointed 
under fuch limitations and refiriftions as God faw fit to give them, to aft for the good of their 
refpeftive provinces, in which they feem to have been fet as fo many diftinft, and, as to one 
another, independent fovereigns, who might oppofc one another, as the interefts of the coun¬ 
tries committed to them might happen to interfere. We are indeed accuftomed to think of 
them as afting with a kind of infallibility, which would leave no room for any fuch oppofition 
among them : but however we may fuppofe them not liable to fail in holinels, I can’t fee we 
have fufficient rcafon to affert they could not fail thro’ a defeft of knowledge. What mea- 
fures of knowledge God might communicate to them, or what great and wife purpofes he 
might bring about by hiding fome things from them, we know not: but this feems to be matter 
of faftj that they did fometimes aft contrary not only to one another, but to Michael or Chrift 
alfo. Thus it appears, Dan. x, 13. that the prince of the kingdom of Perfia oppofed both the 
angel that talked with Daniel, and Michael who came to help him. Nay by the laft verfe of 
that chapter we learn, that at that time there was none of the princes that fided with that 
angel but Michael the prince of the yews, which w’as probably the realon why that particular 
angel was fent to Daniel to inform him of what fhould befall the yews. And by the wiy I 
am the more perfuaded of the truth of the interpretation given of Chriff’s leading captivity cap- 
tive, (fee the Appendix to the Paraphrafc and Notes on the Colofjians') by confidering not only 
the fovereign authority of which they were divefled at our Lord’s refurreftion, but the oppo- 
fition they once made againft him, not out of malice, but thro* miftake, when they had not 
had an opportunity of looking into thofe things, which are now made known to us and them, 
1 Pet. i. 11. This is reafon enough for their being fpoken cf as captivated, however pleaftii 
they might be with their captivity. 
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* Ct that at the name of Jefua 
every knee fhould bow, 
of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things 
j i.under the earth ; and that 
every tongue fhould con- 


ed on him an authority (jj) that is fuperior to 
what he ever granted to any other, that by 
virtue of the authority of Jefus all fhould be 
conftrain’d to fubmit to God, whether they are 
heavenly or earthly Beings, or fuch as are 
under the earth (/), and that every tongue 

fhould 


10 . 


i r 


a 


NOTES. 


When our Lord came into the world, he laid afide that form of God he was in before, and 
was made for a little time, that is, till his refurreftion, lower than the angels, they ftill con¬ 
tinuing their dominion, while he parted with his. At our Lord’s refurreftion an . intire change 
was made in this ftate of things, and an end was put to this rule of angels, they themfelves to¬ 
gether with all nations were put under one head, even Chrift, whofe authority and power was 
then fo highly advanced above what it was before ; he being intruded with an univerfal do¬ 
minion, and all that were rulers and governours before being made his fubjefts and minilters. 
For unto the angels hath he not put in fubjeftion the world to come , Heb. ii. 5. whereby is implied, 
that the world had been put in fubjeftion to them, before the commencement of the world to 
come ; but that this world to come wasdntirely placed in fubjettion to Chrift. Agreeably to 
this he is called rhe Father of the world to come , lfa. ix. 6. according to the beft copies of the 
LXX and the Vulg. Latin. That this authority was confor’d upon Chrift at his refurrection, is 
clear from Heb. i. 6. Eph. i. zo, zi. 1 Pet. iii, 11. 

This notion feems not to have been in the main difagreeable to the primitive Chriftians, who 
feem to have been led into it by the LXX’s eranflation of Deut. xxxii. 8. He Jet the bounds of the 
people according to the number of the angels of God. This is followed by many both of the Greek 
and Latin Fathers, and among others by St. Clement of Rome , Epift. 1. c. Z9. It would be 
very appofa to my purpofe, were not the LXX lingular in fo tranllating it. I don’t therefore 
lay any ftrefs upon it, tho’ the fenfe of our Hebrew copies, according to the number of the chil¬ 
dren o/Ifrael, is very obfeure. 

< (fc) ’E^etfuretTo ajihop ovofiet. Hath given him a name.'] By name we are here to underftand 
dignity and authority, as Heb. i, 4, Being made fo much better than the angels , as he hath by in¬ 
heritance.obtained a more excellent name than they. Compare alfb Eph . i. zi. This advancement 
-of Chrift is here attributed to God’s free gift. 

10 (f) Kclt&^&ovicov. Things under the earth] ’Tis obvious that the dead are herein inclu- 
.ded, as Chrift is made Lord loth of the dead and livings Rom. xiv. 9. But I foe no ncccftity of 
confining the expreflion co them : for the fallen angels may be alfo comprehended in it. ’Tis 
/ truc the olG veoQr or the deep may feem to be fpoken of as their proper place, Luke viii. 31. where 
the devils befought Chrijl 3 that he would not command them to go out into the deep. And it may 
■be thought that the deep rather refers to the fea, than to any place under the furfaceofthe 
earth. But we find that the deep is manifeflly ufed to fignify a place under the earth, viz., the 
grave, Rom . x. 7. Who fhaU defend into the deep ? that is y to bring up Chrijl again from the dead. 
Thus Pluto is called by Homer Zzuc najct yftuvio$» 11 . 1. v. 457. fupiter infernalis, or Jupiter 
Atygias, as Virgil calls him, JEnead, IV. v. 638. Farther, as the living are frequently laid by 
-Homer^ to be Wi upon the earthy fo the fouls of the dead are reprefented by Kind 

dometimes to be in Hadfs y and fometimes to be Ketra. ySovoc* which fhows their opinion to 
Jhave been that Hades or the place of foparate -fouls was fomewhere under ground. Thus Iliad, 
100. 

Vvyxi 


E 



PHILIPP IA N S. 


34 

Chap. II. 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT : 


fliould acknowledge that Jefus Chrift is by this 
gift of God, Lord of all (k), to the glory of God 
3 2. the Father (/). Wherefore, (w) my beloved, 
as you have always obeyed me with the great- 
eft humility and concern («), not only when I 

have 


fcfs, that Jefuj Chrift U 
Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father, Wherefore, my irt 
beloved, as ye have always 


NOTES. 

H KetTeijx$ovfc iirf'Ti jutirrif 

0 T5T ttyvldL, 

Slut the foul went with a murmuring wife under ground, like fmoke. 

And as St. Peter teems to fpeak of Tartarus as the place of the fallen angels confinement* 
z Pet. ii. 4. God /pared not the angels that Jinned, tiKhd, <reie/is TctfTctfurcLf, '7rctfi£co)LW t/f 
x/unv t hut cajiing them down to hell or Tartarus, delivered them to be kept to judg¬ 

ment in chains of darknefs ; fo Homer’s defcription of Tartarus is very remarkable, when com¬ 
pared with St. Peters words, and with Luke viii. 31. Thus then he brings in Jupiter threat- 
ning his Gods in cafe any of them fhould difobey him, II, 0, v* 1 3, 

H fS-IV ZKCOV £? Tcl$TCL£pV tlifaVT<L t 

T«As r\\i (id&irov *vW xSovof er/ /34f50£?P» 

E?£* 75 / 7 ru\cLi i x} 

Cr I will take him and cajt him to dark Tartarus that is vafily diftani , where is the deepeji gulf un¬ 
der the earthy where there are iron gates , and a brazen entrance . 

11 (£) That Jefus Chrift is Lord .] God is here faid to have therefore exalted Chrift, and 
given him a name above every name, that all might own him as Lord, that is, as made fo-by 
God. This is agreeable to what St. Peter fays, Atts ii. 36. Let all tie koufe of Ifrael know affu^ 
redly , that God hath made that fame Jefus whom ye have crucified , both Lord and Chrift, Thus 
the author to the Hebrews , chap. iii. z. chrift was faithful to him [God] who appointed [or made] 
him. 

(0 To the glory of God the Father."] As God the Father is the author and giver of Chrift’s 
lordftiip and dominion, whatever praife and glory is due upon the account of it, muft be pri*- 
marily and chiefly due to the Father ; and fo the acknowledgment of the Son as Lord muft ulti¬ 
mately terminate in the glory of the Father who made him Lord. With this we may compare 
Ifa. xlix. 7. Thus faith the Lord , the redeemer 0/Tfrael, his holy one [that is, the holy one of Ifrael. 
See Chap, xlviii.. 17.] to him whom man defpifethy to him whom the nation abhorrethy to a fervant 
rf rulers, Kings ft all fee and arife, princes alfo ftaU wor/hip, becaufe of the Lord that is faithful, 
and tie loly one of Ifrael, and he fhall chufe thee. 

12, (m) wherefore.] No wonder that interpreters fhow themfelves at a great lofs to give ail 
account what this wherefore relates to, fince they teem univertelly to take it for granted, that in 
this verfe a new duty is recommended which had not at all been mentioned before. But if 
St. PauT s difeourfe here is read with attention, it will be found, as I imagine* that having dif^ 
patch d his argument from the example of Chrift* he comes now to apply it to the purpote for 
which he brought it, namely, to prefs upon them a kind and friendly temper and carriage tor- 
waid one another, mentioned v. 3'“"5* This is ftill more plain, if we obterve that v» 14* he. 
continues his diteourfe upon this fubjeft in the general* 

00 Mgr* <p'o£v x} With feat and trembling.] Our tranflacors* together- with all com¬ 

mentators 
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obeyed, not as in my pre¬ 
fence only, but now much 
more in my abfence; work 
-out your own falvation with 


have been prelent with you, but more elpecial- 
ly fince I left you (0), I am the more incoura- 
ged to urge upon you by this example of Chrift, 
the duty I have recommended to you of look¬ 
ing to others things as well as your own, and 

of 


NOTES. 


.menwtors, join this exprelfion with the laft claufe of the verfe, as fignifying the manner in 
which they were to work out their own falvation. And many will be apt to think, that this 
afting with fear and trembling does much better fuit fo important an affair, as that of Chriftians 
working out their own falvation, than the regard the Philippians paid to St. Paul. And it muft 
he granted, that there can be nothing more proper than to urge men to difcharge their duty to 
God, or in general to work out their own falvation, with fear and trembling. Thus Pfal. ii. 1 r, 
Serve the Lord with fear, rejoke with trembling. But he that obferves how this expreflion 
flands in the Creek , as readily to be joined with the former part of the fcntencc, according to 
the paraphrafe, as with the latter, according to our tranflation ; and withal confiders how ic 
is ufed by St. Paul in the three other places, wherein alone it is to be found in the new tefla- 
ment, will foon perceive there is no flrength in thefe objections. Thcfe three places lhall be 
.prefently mentioned, after I have offered what I take to be the meaning of the expreflion. Now 
hereby may be defign’d one of thefe two things, or rather, as I think, both of them. 

1. Humility or meeknefs ; than which nothing more difpofes perfons to pay a regard and de¬ 
ference to fuch as have any rightful authority over them. Hence is that direction, 1 Pet. iii. 1 
Be ready to give an anfwer to every man fmagiflrate] that asketh you a rea/on of the hope that is 
in you with meeknefs and fear. Where the two words meeknefs and fear ferve to illullratc one 
another. Thus fear is put for humility , Rom. xi. 10. Be not high minded, but fear : and for 
- modejby , 1 Pet . iii. 2. While they behold your chajl converfation coupled with fear. 

1. This may import folicitude and concern, which is apt to produce tremblings and fo the 
effed may be put for the caufe. And ’tis obvious that fear which ufes to accompany tremblings 
is often ufed in thisfenfe, Jude vtr. 2 3. Others fave w th fear, 1 Pet. i. 17. Pafs the time of your 
fojourning here in fear. Compare Heb . iv. 1. And fined St. Paul in this place ufes two words, 
jear and tremblings I fee no reafbn why we may not take in both fenfes. 

Let us now fee how the fame expreiUon is ufed by the apoflle clfewhere. Eph. vi. Servants 
be obedient to them who are your majlers according to the flep with fear and trembling. And if the 
relation of a matter called for fear and trembling, much more were thefe due to a perfon ve¬ 
iled with the authority of an apoitle, and an immediate commiffion from God. Mr. Locke upon 
the place thus explains the expreflion : c With great rcfpeCt and fubjeCtion.’ But I can fee no 
harm in fuppofing that hereby are intended the two things before mentioned, viz. humility 
and concern. Another place where he ufes this phrafe is z Cor. vii. 15. And his [Titus’rj in- 
ward affeB ion is more abundant toward yoUs whip be remembreth the obedience of you alls 
with fear and trembling you received him. And why might he not as well commend the Phi- 
lippianSj as the CorinthianSs for fuch a behaviour ? The third place varies the phrafe a little, 
1 Cor. ii. 3. I was with you in weaknefs y x) \v 0 bCu, x} c v T fo(j.fo -ro^w, and in fear and in 
much trembling ; that is, fays Mr. Locke in his paraphrafe, c In humility and fear of offending 
'* y° u * f So that upon comparing thefe places it cannot be thought that any violence is offered to 
•thefe words when they arc explained in the fenfe given in the paraphrafe. 

(0) As ye have always obeyed not in my prefence only } but now much more in my abfence.'] The 
^meaning is: £ Since you have always fhewed your great refpeft to me, and your readinefs to 

T ‘z c fubmit 
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>3. of promoting each others welfare (p). And you 

have good reafon for this, becaule in io doing bo£h t0 will and t0 do ^ 
you comply with the motion of God himfelf, 

who works in you to be inclined and to aft 

out 


notes. 

* fubmit to my direCHons \ and that not only when I was prelent with you, and lo you might" 

* have a dread of me upon the account of that miraculous power I have as an apoftle of Chrift-j 

* but efpccially as you have given a more convincing proof of this good difpofttion, by your chear- 

* fully obeying my commands fince I left you, I can from this evidence of your attention and 
c conftancy be the more free in prefting upon you the duty before mentioned} and which 1 have 
c now recommended to you from the example of Chrill’s behaviour,- and the reward he re- 
c ceived of it.* 

(/>) Tnr iajjTcuv farnflety KetTt$yct^i*!ri> Work out your o<wn falvation^ I allure the reader, 
the realbn why the paraphrafe does not follow the rendering of our tranflacors, is not the leaft. 
dillike to the thing they have exprefled, it being paft doubt with me, that ’tis the duty of all- 
men to work out their own falvation, and withal to do it with fear and trembling. But? 
however I like the thing it felf, yet I can’t think it to be the fenfe of this place. And a great 
difference is to be made between the acknowledging a thing to be in general a duty, and the 
Owning it to be urged in this or that particular text of feripture. The true fenfe of the words 
feemsto me to be this, * Promote one anothers welfare, profperity or comfort.* It were eafy 
to fhew that the word here render’d falvation , has oftentimes this fenfe in profane 

authors : but that would not be much to our purpofe, becaufe ’tis certain the facred writers 
often ufe Greek words in a fenfe peculiar to thcmfclves; and particularly they fometimes thus 
ufe the words ceS\nfia.> &c. as relating to that eternal falvation whieh the gofpel re¬ 

veals, and of which no mention could be expefred to be found in heathen writers, becaufe they 
knew nothing at all of it. That the writers of the new teftament thus ufe this word 
is to me unqucflionable from many places. Thus Alls xiii. 47. Salvation is the fame as over¬ 
taking life in v. 46. Nor can I think any thing elfe can be underftood by it, when Chrift is 
faid to be the author of eternal falvation to all them that obey him , Heb. v. 9. or when mention is 
made of thofe who fall be the heirs of falvation, Heb . i, 14. Compare alfb Rom, x. 10. Eph. i.i 3. 
1 Thejf, v.9. 1 Thejf. ii. 13. 2 Tim. iii, if. 1 Pet . i. 5. I have refer’d to thefe places, becaufe I 
have reafon to think that a doubt has been made whether acol^iet has ever this fenfe. But 
however clearly this appears to be the meaning of the word in feveral places,, it cannot, I think, 
be deny’d, that it is fometimes ufed in the new teftament, as well as frequently by the LXX, in 
the more ordinary and common fenfe, I mean as relating to temporal welfare, fafety or com¬ 
fort. See upon Chap. i. 19. note (<zt>) Whether nuift be thus underftood in this place, 

is to be judged from the contexr. If we render itufjoev one anothers , fuppofing it to be put for 
’tis evident the place can bear no other fenfe. Now this feems to me the moft agree¬ 
able from the tenour of St. PauVs difeourfe, wherein he is giving them directions for their con- 
duft one towards another in readily performing mutual offices of love and kindnefs, v. 3? 4 > 
And having alleged the example of Chrift to "inforce his advice, he returns to the fame fub- 
jeft, as is manifeft from v. 14. Do all things without murmurings and difputings : and it would 
be very ftrange that v. 11, 13. fhould be infertcd.m the middle of his difeourfe upon a particu¬ 
lar fubjea, without having any relation to it. I grant that iewjuv is far from neceflarily fig- 
nifying one anothers ; nay, tho’ it appears leveral times in this epiftle, yet it is never ellewhere 
therein to be fo render’d. But ftill a, it has fometimes this fenfe, *tis only by the context, 

2, " ’ * " "" that 
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, 4 ./vV good pieafure. Do ail ou t 0 f good will (<7). And therefore take care 

that you do all fitch good offices cheerfully 
without murmunngs or difputuigs. as tho you 

did 

NOTES. 

that is, the nature of the duty Here urged* that we are to judge whether it fhould he thus un- 
derftcod in this place. Our own cranllators have thus render’d that word in the following, 
texts, Epb. iv. 3a. Tivi&z eft s/f cLkk{)K*<; \v<j’ 7 rXa.yyyoi, y&exZkyevot iajjTQi*;. Be 

kind one to another , tender-hearted, forgiving one another. Where kajjTolt fecnis to be ufed in- 
head of aAArAo/?, to prevent the repetition of the fame word handing juA before. So Cfe/.iii. 
iG. Teaching and admonijbirg zauTvs one another. Heb. iii. 13. Exhort one another daily. 

This feems to me to be the eafy and natural fenfe of the place. But if any one fhould fix 
upon the ether fenfe of rtiv kauT&v it will make no great difference in the main ? . 

provided he makes St, PauFs difeourfe coherent, and underftands him thus : * Since Chrift by 
c abafing himfelf^ and condefccnding to aft in fuch a manner for the good ’ f others, obtained 

* a glorious exaltation, do you in like manner rndeavour to fecure your advancement and 
c falvation by condefcending to perform all offices of kindnefs and love one towards another.’ 

1 3 (?) 'O srsf y®v \v vylv x} 7 % -d-i^siv, xj to kvtfyzlv \z^> th? Iv<Fox,icl{. Which worketh in • 
you both to vcill and to do of his good pleafttre.'] The fenfe is either, c that God works in you to 
c be willing and to aft in this manner, that he may promote good-will among you.’ Which 
would be a ftrong motive why Chriftians fhould behave with fuch good-will toward one an¬ 
other, viz., bccaule God does fo much to promote it : and that is ufed in this fenfe may 
appear by comparing thefe texts ,yobn vi.51. xi.4. z Cor. xii. 19. Or clfc, which is thefenfe given' 
in the paraphrafe, f That God works in ycu to be inclined To, and r.o aft from this principle of 

* good-will.’ Our. tranflation determines this good will to be God’s by putting in the word his, 
which is not in the Greek; but I fee no rcafon why tvehojetcif may not as well Here, as Chap, 
i. 1$. be underflood of the good' will of men. 

I am fen fib! e a difficulty has been lately made concerning the reading of this text, by a lear¬ 
ned writer, who cannot perfuade himfelf, that St. Paul would fay kvzfyav lv vy.lv -to 

tnfye.lv, and therefore inftead of zvzfyzIv, he conjectures we fhould read t-nrihuv. This 
conjefture he thinks confirmed by z Cor.v iii. 11. where dtKziy and zttitzKzIv are in like 
manner oppofed. Iva. x&ScLTrzf n T 6 dzhziv, ovtco x} t$ [forte t£] zmrzKzocti 

ra \ytiv* However neat this conjefture may feem, I cannot readily give into it, feeing the 
author pretends not that ’tis warranted by any one Greek MS. There is no need to change t£ 
into in this paflage to the Corinthians : for as the verb fubftantive muft neceffarily be fupplied 
in thefirft claufe of the verfe, it may as well alfbin the Iaft j and then the tv is unexceptionable. 
Nor do I perceive any more reafon to fcruple the expreffion of 0 every®v vylv — to zne- 

yeiv<o$ Ttii evfoKi at, than that of Luke iv. 18. dirWaKKeye - ci'ro?uK(Lt Tz$£civ<sy<f 

yttf ev A^etsa. And fuppofir.g the word zvtfyzlv were ufed in different fenfes in the two parts 
of the verfe, yet fuch an antanaclajis might De juftified by other texts where the like is. found*. 
So Matth. vki. z 1. Let the dead bury their dead, is commonly underload in that manner. And 
thus the LXX exaftly ^agreeing with the Hebrew have render’d Gen. xxxix. zz. Keu Tretflct ora 
vroiHtnv ovt®- yiv to. ia\>. And whatfoevev they did there , he was the doer of it : Where 

vroiuv and irotraiv muft be underftood in a fomewhat different fenfe, and as the former imports 
enly that jofeph was the orderer and direftor onlv, the latter muft fignify that they who were 
with him were the immediate aftors or doers o/ir. But there is hardly any need to fuppofe 
we have two different fenfes of en?ytiv in this verfe : for if we render it, * 77 / God who worketh 
ivyou both to wiU and to work out of good wiU^ the fenfe is good. This working what is before 

willed 
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did them by conftraint (r), That fo you may 
appear by a ready compliance with God’s will, 
to be blamelefs and hncere, the fons of God 
that cannot be blamed or reproached (j), in 
the midft of fo crooked and perverfe a genera¬ 
tion as the Jezi's now are (tj 3 among whom fee 

that 


ye may be blamelels and rf • 
harmlefs, the fons of God, 
without rebuke, in the 
rnids of a crooked and per¬ 
verfe nation, among whom 
ye fhine as lights in the 


NOTES. 

billed is the fame as doing it, according to our tranflation, or performing it, as it is well ren¬ 
der’d by the Vulg. perficere. And it might as well be argued that our tranflaton did not read in 
their copies as we no, becaufe they tranflate it, be worketh in you to do, as it can be argued 
that the authors of the Vulg. did not find in the copies they ufed the word fepgf y&v in the laft 
part of the verfc, bccaufc they there tranflate it perjicere, and in the former operari. Farther, 
’tis a miffake, when *cis faid the Vulg. renders the word in the firft part operari in : for that in 
is not a rendering the \v in compofition, but the \v that immediately follows Cyfiv* And to 
fay the truth, the lignification of zysfyno iv is to incite and quicken others to any thing, but 
kvi$y<riv alone imports to all, or do, or perform a thing, without regard to any influence it may 
have upon other perjfons. Nor does the Syriac , as far as I can perceive, give any countenance 
to the offer'd amendment. ’Tis true they ufe a different word in their tranflation in the two 
parts of the verfe, which is agreeable to what I have already faid. In the firft part they have 
IDSinO which properly fignifics to incite, in the lait they ufe the word "jyQ which imports to 
att or work : and which is very remarkable to our purpofe, by this latter word they often ren¬ 
der the Creek ivzqytlv : but they never once make ufe of it in the whole new teftament to ren¬ 
der ex/TSA.Mi'5 however near a-kin thofe two Greek verbs are-to each other. 

14 (r) n&vTd 'TTote.Ti yoyfuaixZv x) S'lcLKofus^v, Do aU things without murmurings 

and difputings.] This, as has been before observed, fhows that St. Paul is full urging the fame 
duty in general of courtefy and benignity, which lie had recommended in the beginning of the 
.chapter. Compare v. 5. Nothing could be more properly advifed concerning fuch offices, 
than that they ihould be done heartily and chearfully : Without murmmings, or without grudg¬ 
ing, as our tranfiatots render -the fame word, where another apoltlc gives the like advice, 1 Pet , 
iv. 9. Ufe hofpitality without grudging fvzv yoyfi <ry.vv. And when St. Paul adds here,, with¬ 
out difputings, or reafonings, he means that they fhould not indulge frivolous pretenfes or excu- 
fes, which betray a backwardnefs to a good work. We may fee an inftance of fuch difputings 
or reafonings againft kind offices to our brethren, Deut. xv. 9. The rule here given by Su 
Paul, is agreeable to what he delivers elfcwhere upon the like occafions. See z Cor . ix. 7-. 
Rom. xii. 8. 

1 5 CO That ye maybe blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons of God, without rebuke .] They who 
would evidence themfelves to be the fons of God, muft do it by refembling their heavenly Fa¬ 
ther ; in order whereunto it is neceflary that they be pure and holy, as he is, and particular¬ 
ly that they be beneficent, and as he has manifefted the greateft good will to mankind, they 

ought to be conformed to him by bearing a good will to all, and efpecially their fellow Chri- 
ftians. See Matth. v. 45. 

(0 Ev ttzGto yzvncic ghoKhlc jcJ JVg 7 ge/tfJL(jXvnc. In the mids of a crooked and perverfe nation 0 
That the yews of that time are here particularly intended cannot well be doubted, if we obferve 
how thefe characters arc fixed upon them elfewhere : the former by St. Peter , AHs ii. 40. 
With many other words did he tefiify and exhort , faying, fave your felves, yividic 

TavTUt from this untoward for crooked'] generation , meaning plainly the pfews of that 

* age; 
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it. ♦orld : holding forth tKe that ye Ihine as bright ftars in the world (u), \ 6 . 
word of lift j that i may folding f a fl- that word of life which I have taught 

ffivenot runinvaU you, and they would now wreft from you, that 
neither laboured in vaiu. fy you may be a glorying to me againft the day 

the facrifice and fervice of . •« t ■ ■ t3 1^1^ ■ • . . 

your faith, i joy, and rc- minifterial labours have not been vain and in¬ 
effectual. Nay I will not only glory in my la- iy 
bouring fuccefsfully among you; but if it ihould 
pleafe God, that for the compleating the fa¬ 
crifice and fervice of your faith as believing 
Gentiles , I ihould be made as a drink offering,, 
and have my blood fhed, I will rejoice in it, 

and. 


NOT ES^ 


age ; the latter chara&cr is fixed upon them by our Saviour, when he thus befpeaks them, 
Matth. xvii. 17. Luke ix. 41, Q yzvid ctV*r@" x) O fai thiefs and $er<vevfe genera¬ 

tion. And indeed this chara&cr had been given their anceftors long before by God himfelf,, 
Deut. xxxii. 5. from the LXX’s tranflation or which Sc. Paul feems to have taken his expref- 
lion : for they have it exactly the fame, yzyzd trxohik xj Farther, with refe¬ 

rence to what he here fays of the Philippians being in the mtdfl of that generation, ic is to be ob- 
ferved that as Chrift came and preached firft to the Jews, and ChriTtianity took its rife from 
among them y Chriftians were at firft looked upon in the world as belonging to them, and as. 
being a feet of Judaifm : according to tliofe noted words of Suetonius , Claud . c. 15, Judfos,, 
impu/fore Chrejlo, affidue tumultuantes Roma expulit. Where I think ’tis agreed that he compre¬ 
hends the Chrifiians under the name of the Jews* upon which account Aquila and PnfciUay.. 
who were Chrifiians, were forced to leave Rome by virtue of this edift, Afis xviii. 2. And 
perhaps by ajftdue tumultuantes , no more is intended than their frequent aflemblies for worfhip,.. 
to w’hich rhe hifiorian has given that invidious turn. It looks more probable that St. Paul’ 
Ipeaks of the Phillppians as being in the midft of that generation upon the account now given,. 
than upon the account of any great number of Jen.vs that reiided ordinarily in their city : for as 
I obferved in the Synopfts y they feem to have been but few at his firft preachiug there ; tho* 
it is likely that fome zealots of that nation might at this time be come from other, places, in- 
order to pervert the Gentile converts. One may cafily perceive the reafbn why he gives them 
here fuch a character i the danger the Philippians were in from them ran in his thoughts, as- 
we may fee from chap. i. 50. and he hereby lays in a caution againft them, before, he comes 
more direftly and exprefly to difpute againft them in the next chapter. It is true thofe who 
were likely to feduce them, were themlelves profefled converts to Chriftianity : but noewith- 
ftanding that, they retained much of the crooked and perverfe difpofition of that age ; and 
he that obferves how feverely he fpeaka of them Chap. iii. 18, 19* will not wonder at what 
he fays here. 

(«) Ey oif <pcttv*&z tof pwrwfSf iv KotrpLw, Among whom ye pint as lights in the world.'] I 
prefer the reading of our margin, which makes q>a.iv st&e to be the imperative mood. Among 
whom Jbine ye as lights , &c. It feeems thus better to connect with what follows. Holding fajl 
the word of life 3 which is to be confider’d as a means in order to the fhining required of them* 

% The 
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ft. and congratulate you .11 upon i(. And by my r,£‘a.^ " 

of requital, do you rejoice, and congratulate joy, and rejoyce with me. 
me on my being honoured to do you this fer- 
vice, 

NOTES. 


The Pbilippians by a holy convention, and adhering to the pure doctrine of the gofpel, 
would anfwer the end oi their being made the people of God : for by this means they would 
be the light of tfa world* See Mattb* y. X4 a 16. 
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CHAP. II. is> - 30.’ 
CONTEXTS. 


S T. 'Paul having declared his readinefs to lay down his life to 
ferve the Thilippicins (among the other Gentile churches 
which were in the like circumftances) feems to have apprehended 
how tenderly they would take his mentioning fuch a thing to them : 
and therefore to prevent their being over much concerned, he here 
tells them, that however willing he was to die for them, yet he did 
not expeCt to do fo prefently ; that he rather thought he fhould 
efcape now, and in a little time be freed from his prefent bonds. 
And that he might teftify his earneft and affectionate concern for 
them, he acquaints them that he look’d fhortly to fee which way 
his affair was like to turn, and that then he fhould be able to fpare 
Timothy) whom he would fend to them, from whom he expected a 
very pleafing account of their good eftate. He farther tells them, 
that he hoped fhortly to have an opportunity of vifiting them him- 
feif: but in the mean time, while he was not at liberty to come 
himfelf, nor could well fpare Timothy, he thought it neceffary to 
fend back Epaphroditus to them, of whom he gives an excellent 
character, recommending him to be kindly and courteoufly received 
by them. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


I truft in the Lord 
I] Jefus, to fend Timo- 
theus fhortly unto you, that 
I alfo may be of good com¬ 
fort, when I know your 
io.ftate. For I have no man 


B U T however I have faid I fhould be glad 
to dye to ferve you ; yet I would not have 
you think I reckon upon this fpeedily : for I re¬ 
ally do not, but am expecting that Chrift Jefus 
will fo order matters, as that I fhall fhortly be 
able to fend Timothy to you, that he may learn 
in what eftate your Affairs are, and may bring 
me fuch an account as may prove reviving and 
comfortable to me ( w ). And him I choofe to 

fend 

NOTES. 


*9 (®0 The great thing which he feems concerned to know of their eftate, wa* their 

G unanimity 
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fend rather than any other, becaufe I have none like-minded who wiling 

with me to fend who is like-affe&ed («), and For all feek their own, not tt. 
2i. will fincerely be concerned for your welfare: for the things which are lefus 
even thofe who preach the gofpel are too much 
concerned for their own accommodation and 
conveniency, and too little for promoting the 

intereft. 


NOTES : 

unanimity in maintaining the dottime he had taught them, and their not being prevailed'upon^ 
by the judaizing feducers. In receiving an account of this he promifed himfelf much fatif* 
fattion. 

20 (x) I <rb'^vX 0V ' minded.] There are two fenfes given of this word. i. That or. 

our margin which renders the place thus, C I have no man fo dear unto me : * as tho’ he had 
faidj I have no man whom I value as my felf, as my own foul,, but him. This fenfe is pre¬ 
fer d by fome, becaufe the LXX feem to have thus ufed it, Pfal, lv. 13. Now tho’ there 
be no doubt that the word may properly enough have this fignification ; yet it hardly feems to 
me to fuit this place, it being joined with a confederation that looks to be of a different na¬ 
ture. The turn of the period feems odd, I have no man fo dear to me , who wiU naturally cave 
for your fate. One would expeft that when things are thus joined the iro^vyov fhould fignify 
fomewhat of Timothy's temper that would infer his being fo careful for their Irate, whereas his 
being dear to St. Paul does not, very obvioufly at leait, carry any thing of that nature in it, 
tho* it may be forced to have perhaps fome remote, relation to it. Had this been his fenfe I 
am apt to think he would, have expreffed himfelf to this purpofe, c I have no man fo dear to 
' me \ and I know that he. will naturally care for your flate.’ But what moft overthrows this 
interpretation, is St. Paul's reafoning in the two following verfes, of which fomewhat will be 
added prefently. 2. The other fenfe of the word is that expreffed in our common tranflation, 
like minded , or rather like affeBed, which is agreeable enough to the import of’jV©- in the 
like compositions. But then it may be queflioned to whom does this relate ? Is his meaning I 
have no man like ajfetfed to Timothy , or I have no man like affeBed to my felf ?• The, Englifl 
readers, commonly, I believe, underhand it in the former fenfe : but the latter, upon farther 
confideration, is perhaps preferable. This is agreeable to St. Pauls way of commending fuch 
as he imployed and font to preach the gofpel. Thus he commends Titus , z Cor. xii. 18. Bid" 
Titus make a gain of you ? walked we not in the fame fpirit ? walked we not in the fame fieps ? 
And thus he commends Timothy alfb, 1 Cor . xvi. 10. Now Timotheus come , fee that he may he 
without fear : for he worketh the work of the Lord, as l alfo do. This fenfe of the word here,, 
is, I think, much confirmed by the context: for he here gives a reafon of what he had faid 
in the verfo preceding, viz. he. hoped to be of good comfort when he fhould have font Timo¬ 
thy to them, and from him fhould have learn’d their flate, becaufe he had no man fo much of 
his own temper as Timothy , and confequently he would make the fame inquiry which St. Paul 
himfelf would have done, if he could nave been among them, and he could intirely depend, 
upon his judgment whether their flate was fuch as he could wifh or defire. The fame appears , 
by the two following verfes, where he renders a reafon why he thought he had no man with 
him like aftetted to himfelf as Timothy was : For, fays he, all feek their own , not the things 
which are Jefus Chrift s. But ye know the proof of him, that as a fon with the father , he hath 
ferved with me in the gofpel. This was a proof that he was- like affetted with Sc. Paul, and 
confequently would,, as he did,, fincerely care for-their flate. But the fenfe is not fb eafy or 
dear,, if we take ie. either, of the. other ways. It may be: farther added*, that the Vulgi. an &Syr. 

both. 
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ia. Chrift’s. But ye know the 
proof of him, that as a fon 
with the father, he hath 
ferved with me in the go- 
£3.fpel. Him therefore I hope 
to fend prefently, lb fbon 
as I fhall k fee how it will 


intereft of Chrift (y). But you have had expe¬ 
rience of Timothy 1 s being juft of .my temper, 
that he has prefer’d the publick good to any 
private advantage, and has carried himfelf with 
the refpect that a fon would to a father, being 
always willing to be directed by me, and to go 
and preach the gofpel where-ever I thought it 
proper to fend him, and being contented with 
fuch treatment as I my felf was. Him there¬ 
fore I hope to fend to you fpeedily, as foon as 
I fliall fee what my confinement will iflue in. 

But 


2 2 , 



NOTES. 


both feem to have taken the word in this fenfe, however the latter is by fome alleged to 
favour another. The Vulg . thus renders the verfe : Neminem enim habeo tam unanimem y qut 
Jtncera affeftione pro vobisfoliatus Jit. Where they mull underhand St .Paul to mean that he 
had none fo unanimous with himfelf : and fo they took? the word to be equivalent with avp- 
which they render alfo mianimes, v. i. The Syr . thus tranllates it : c I have no other 
c here who is as my foul, who will fincerely [or diligently : for the word fignifies either] take 

c care of your affairs.* I have, as the reader may obferve, all along prefer’d the expreffion of 

like offered \ whereby I delign’d to avoid an ambiguity. I don’t find St. Paul ever ufes 
for the feat or principle of thought, but often for that of the affections; between which and 
orvivfj.et he feems to make the fame diftin&ion as the Latins do between animus and anima , as 
i Thejf. v. i3. Heb. iv. 12. Philip, i. 27. In like manner he feems to ufe it in compoficion. 

Thus 1 Thejf. v. 14. the bhiyo^vyot feeble minded , feem to denote thofe who are under the in¬ 

fluence of fome paflion or affeCtion: for what infeebles perfons more than the prevalency of 
doubt, fear, or the like ? And therefore ’kt'o^v^ov is beft render’d like affe 8 ed y or difpofed. This 
accounts for the difference between Timothy and the other perfons refer’d to. They were not 
ignorant of their duty, but were biaffed by their affections to choofe their own eafe and con¬ 
venience, as Timothy did not. Our tranflators have render’d yviuricoe naturally : but the Vulg • 
and Syr. better render it Jincerely y which mud infer the doing it heartily or diligently : and even 
ours have render’d TfK (tyd/irm yvnetov the fincerity of your love y a Cor. viii. 8 . 

Concerning Timothy's fincere affection to them St. Paul might well appeal to the experience of 
the Philippians , as he had, together with him, been before among them. 

21 (^) It can hardly be fuppofed, that St. Paul intended here abfolutely to tax every one of 
thofe who were about him, and affifted him in preaching the gofpel, with an utter neglect of 
the intereft of Chrift, and a feeking themfelves wholly. The « which we render not y might 
perhaps better be render’d rather than y as ’tis Matth. ix, 13. He may be underftood to fpeak 
comparatively, and to mean no more than this, that the other preachers were defective in their 
refblution and courage, being too prone to confult their own eafe, and decline fuch work as 
was fatigucing and hazardous. The cafe was this : The intereft of Chrift at that time required 
that fomebody fhould go to Philippi ; St. Paul could not then fpare Timothy , as is plain from 
his faying only he hoped to be able to fend him. But no body elfe cared to undertake the fatigue 
of the journey, and to risk fuch treatment, as they knew the apoftle had before met with there. 

G z Thi* 
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But I doubt not that I fhall be fet at liberty ,• 
and I truft that the Lord will fo order matters, 
as that I my felf fhall come Ihortly and fee you. 
In the mean time, while I am not able to come 
to you my felf, nor can well {pare Timothy; 
1 thought it neceflary to fend to you Epaphro¬ 
ditus , who is my brother, fellow-labourer, 
and fellow-foldier, but your apoftle, and who 
is now to a£t for me with you (z). And this 
I have done the rather, becaufe he longed after 
you all, and was troubled upon the account of 

your 


go with me. But I truft 14* 
m the Lord, that I alfo my 
felf fhall come Ihortly. Yet z$. 
I fuppofed it neceflary to 
fend to you Epaphroditus, 
my brother and companion 
in labour, and fellow - fol- 
dier, but your meflenger, 
and he that miniflred to 
my wants. For he long- 16. 
ed after you all, and was 


NO T E S. 

This relu&ancy he taxes in the preceding verfe, as a not fincerely caring for the concerns of the 
Philippians ; and in this verie, as a prefering their own concerns to thofe of Chrifi. 

It was probably this temper he fo highly refented in Mark, who went not with him and Bar¬ 
nabas to the work, Afts xv. 38. but avoiding the trouble and inconveniencies thereof, returned 
from Pamphilia to Jerufalem, A&s xiii. 13. Nor is it neceflary to fuppofe it was more than 
this he cenfured in Demas, z Tim. iv. 10. Demas hath forfaken me, having loved this prefent 
world, and is departed to Theflalonica, Crefcens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. ’Tis probable 
Demas was gone to preach the gofpel at Theffalortica : otherwife it fignified fo very little whi¬ 
ther he was gone, that it could hardly be worth St. Paul's while to mention it \ and efpecial- 
ly he would hardly have mentioned it in the fame manner as he does the departure of the 
other two, upon whom he pafles no cenftire at all. But he feems to fpeak fo hardly of him, 
becaufe he did not, as the ocher two, follow his direction, but went where the apoftle faw 
there was lefs need of him, and chofe to go to Theffalonica for his own eafe and conveniencer 
And the like temper (as has been before fuggefted) may well be thought to have been the occa- 
fton of his fpeaking lb fharply concerning fome perfons in this place. Such a temper was very 
contrary to Sr. Paul's, who fought not his own profit , but the profit of many that they might be 
faved, 1 Cor. x. 3 3. 

z 5 efi ctVoro\op t xi hefixfyov tm* \jm. But your mejfenger, and he that mi - 

nifired to my wants.] This tranflation does fo exactly fuit the errand upon which Epaphroditus 
came, viz. to bring a prefent to St. Paul from the philippians, that ’tis the lefs wonder that ic 
has generally palled current. But when the matter is more clofely and thro’ly conftder’d, 
there may perhaps appear good reafon for our receding from this interpretation and receiving that 
in the paraphrafe. 1 confefs it feem’d to me not very agreeable to St, PauT s grateful temper, 
that he fhould here beftow upon Epaphroditus the meflenger, the honour which was certainly 
and primarily due to his principals, the Philippians themfelves ; and efpecially that he fhould 
do this in a letter he was writing, not to Epaphroditus, but to them. If we compare the men¬ 
tion he makes of this matter, Chap. iv. 18. we may obferve that he is careful to fpeak exprefly 
of them as the principals, Having received of Epaphroditus the things which were font from you. 
And had he delign’d what our tranflators have exprefs’d* it feems not unlikely he would have 
faid, and he whom yv.< fent to minifler to my wants. They therefore who acquicfce in our tran- 
fiation, fhould perhaps underftand hia mmftjing to the apoflles wants , not to refer to the pre- 
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full of heavinefs, becaufe 
that ye had heard that he 
27. had been fick. For indeed 
he was fick nigh unto 
death : but God had mercy 
on him ; and not on him 
only, but on me alfb, left 
I fhould have lorrow upon 
18. forrow. I fent him there- 


1 

your having heard that he had been fick (and 
indeed he was fo fick as to be like to dye: but 
God had mercy on him in recovering him ; and 
not on him only, but on me alfo, left 1 fhould 
have forrow upon forrow) (a). I have fent 
him therefore the more fpeedily (f) to you, 
that when you fee him again after his dange¬ 
rous 



NOTES. 


fent he brought, but the attendance he gave Stf, Paul when he was come to him. Again: he 
does not fay Auju^yov factor tclis [/.* which would have determined the fenfe ac¬ 
cording to our tranflation : but for \UT*$ylv rns ^ t ^ ie °f m y want, 

to fignify him that minifiers to my want, or a fupply of my want putting the genitive 
cafe for the dative, is at ieaft uncommon* It feems therefore natural to inquire whether 
all difficulties may not be removed by fixing upon fomc other fenfe of the place. Now 
we fhall have a very agreeable one in all relpeds, if we fuppofe the word * n ^is place 

does not fignify want, but an office or bujinefs. Thus we have it render’d Atts vi. 3. Whom 
we may appoint over this bufinefi, that is to take care of the poor. In like manner the Vulg. 
Syr. and all the modern tranflations render the word in that place. Taking the word in this 
fenfe, Epaphroditus was the minifier of St. Patti s bufinefs, that is, was to ad in his behalf and 
difeharge his office to th z Philippians , And if the arguments before urged are not thought 
fufficient to overthrow the common, and eftablifh this interpretation ; yet there is another 
which may be fetched from St. PauV s defign in this verfe, and feems to me decisive. He is 
giving fuch a charader of Epaphroditus , as might raife their efteem of him, and induce 
them to honour him. And accordingly v . z 9. he bids them honour fitch. Now this character 
confifts of two parts; firft what Epaphroditus was to the apoftle, and fecondly what he was to 
the Philippians. The oppofition is plain by <fs after J/eaV. He was the apoftle’s brother, fellow- 
labourer , an A fellow-folder. All honourable titles. But now to tell them on the other hand 
that he was their mejfenger is no grand chara&er. And then what follows, that he mimjlred 
to Us wants, does not intimate Jo much what he was to the Philippians , as what he was to 
the apoftle : which deftroys the oppofition. CafieUio therefore juftly, I think, renders the words, 
Vefirum autem apoflolum , met muneris vicarium. The firft is a high charafter that called 

for their regard ; and the laft tells them in what refpeft he fuftained that office. St. Paul here 
fliles Epaphroditus v^j.cuv tt7rb^o\oo, your apoftle, in like manner as he in fpeaking of himfelf fays 
he was fc-dWv aVoro*©", the apoftle of the Gentiles , Rom . xi. 13. 

17 00 Sorrow upon forrow.'] Some think the meaning is, forrow for Epaphroditus*s death, 
npon forrow for his ficknefs. This may well be allowed, without excluding the other circum- 
fiances St. Paul was in. For the lofs of fuch an excellent perfon, and efpecially when his at¬ 
tending and ferving the apoftle was the occafion of it, muft have been a great addition both 
to the foriow of his confinement, and to the forrow he had from the oppofition made againft 
him by the Judaix.trs \ of the latter of which we find he could not write to the Philippians 
without weeping, chap. iii. 18. 

*8 (f) r r -^co<. The more carefully . The Vulg. renders this fefiinantius ; and this is 

prefer’d in the paraphrafe, as beft agreeing with the apoftle’s fcope. Nor is it umeafonable to 
fuppofe this word fhould refpttt time , fince all its conjugates frequently do* 
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rous ficknefs, you may rejoice; and that I 
may be the eafier with refpeft to you, when I 
know you have fuch an one among you, who 
will not fail to inculcate the fame things upon 
you, which I fhould my felf, if I were prefent 
with you. Receive him therefore with all 
gladnefs as a Chriftian minifter, hearken to his 
fnftru&ions, and honour fuch as he is j becaufe 
to do the work of Chrift he was nigh unto 
death, expofing his life to the moil imminent 
danger (b) that he might fill up the remainder 
of your beneficence to me (c.) 


fore the more carefully* 
that when ye fee him again, 
ye may rejoice* and that I 
may be the lefs forrowful. 
Receive him therefore 1112,9.” 
the Lord with all gladnefs, 
and hold fuch in reputa¬ 
tion : becaufe for the work 
of Chrift he was nigh unto 
death, not regarding his 
life to fupply your lack of 
fervice toward me. 


notes. 

30 (6) Tlci&/L€vKivo‘cLfs.cv@- th Not regarding his life.] There can hardly be any 

doubt that the other reading < 7 ret^tCo\iuo k ifj. gy©- is the beft ; and confequently that the mean¬ 
ing is, that Epaphroditus expofed his life to the utmoft danger, juft as they did who took care 
of people infetted with the peftilence, who were called parabolaniy or parabolarii. Vid. Cod. de 
Epifcop. Cleric. Lib. i. Tit. iii. 1. 18. or as they did who fought with wild beafts. Vid. Socr. 
H. E. Lib. vii. c. 1 1. 

(c) Ipse, avcL f iTKw%co<ro vpcov th; Tfbf //s \in*$yi<tt. To fupply your lack of fervice 

toward me.J The tranllation in the paraphrafe feems preferable, c That he might compleat [or 
c fill up] the remainder for relidue] of your beneficence to me : * that is fupply me with your 
farther contributions. Av<t ( 7 rKtifiv has this fenfe 1 71 bejf. ii. 16. E/f to ttmir\n$eor«Li dvreov 
tLfxa.{liet^y That they might compUat [or' fill up] their fins. The word uVtfW //ct is ufed in this 
lenfe Col. i. 14. He calls it the remainder or rejidue y having before acknowledged their former 
kindnefs and liberality, chap. i. and KuT^yiA is ufed for beneficence or a charitable contribution 
z Cor. ix. 1 a, ’Tis not exprefly faid how Epaphroditus expofed his life to fuch great danger: 
and from this palTage alone we can form any conjecture about it. Now according to the fienfe 
given of thefe words, Epaphroditus muft have endanger’d his life before he deliver’d the Philip- 
pians prefent to St. Paul. And this he might do probably either thro’ a diforder contracted 
at fea, or thro’ his over hafte afterward to get to Rome y that he might execute his commiftion, 
which might occafion. a fit of ficknefs upon his arrival there. And it may feem the more rea- 
fonablc to fuppofe this from the account of his illnefs in this chapter. For it appears to have 
been a confiderable time before the writing this epiftle, from v. 16. where he tells them 
Epaphroditus had been, full of heavinefs y becaufe they had heard he had been fick . It feems there¬ 
fore that this news had not only been carried to Philippi , but the knowledge of their being 
acquainted with it, had been brought back from thence to Rome. This, confidering the great 
diftance of the two places, muft have taken up a confiderable deal of time. And belides the 
apoftle fpeaks of this as what had been paft and over fome time before. If we add to all wds, 
that Sc. Paul lent him back to Philippi fooner than he would otherwife have done, v. 18. that 
they might have the pleafure of feeing him well again, and he of feeing them • and yet that 
this illnefs muft neceflarily be placed fo long before his return with this letter, it feems highly 

pro- 
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Chap. II; 


probable, that the occadon of it was in lomc fuch manner as has been before reprefented. 
This is much more probable than the conjecture of thole who think his danger was from St. 
Paul's perfecutors, upon the account of his coming to and owning him. For the danger he 
was in was from Jicknefs , and not from confinement, or any threatning of a violent death. 

And indeed tho’ the viiiting and owning a fuffercr for Chrillianity, might have been the oc- 
cafion of a perlon’s confinement and martyrdom at another time ; yet it is not likely it could 
be lo now'. See A&s xxviii. 30, 31. Nor need it be any difficulty, that Epaphroditus is fpo- 
ken of as thus hazarding his life for the work of thrift . For his difeharging the province of / 
carrying the Pbilippiavs 'prefent to the apoftle in his confinement, might very juftly deferve to 
be lo cxprefled. Thus when Servius Sulpicius was fent by the fenate to Af. Antony , as their ambaf- 
fador, to indeavour to bring him to terms, but died in the execution of that affair before he 
reached Antony ; Cicero moved in the fenate, chat a llatue might be ereCled to his memory. Cum 
ob rempub . in legatione mortem obierit , Becaufe be died for the fervice of the ftate in bis embajfy 9 
Philipp . IX. 


sect: 
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PHILIPP IANS. 
SECT. VI. 

chap. HI. I.-IV. I. 

CONTENTS. 


T HIS fe&ion contains the chief argument of the epiftle. And 
here it falls in with the main defign of the epiftles to the 
Epbefians and Colojfians ; which was to arm the Gentile converts 
a gain ft the attempts of fome, who from among the Jews had em- 
braced and made a profelTion of the Chriftian religion. Thefe 
were very zealous to perfuade the Gentiles to fubmit to the ce¬ 
remonial law, and mix Judaifm with Chriftianity. In order to 
this end they feem to have talked big, and to have made a 
great boafting in their being circumcifed, and their keeping the law 
of Mofes. St. c Paul feems here to have confider’d the temper of 
thefe men, and how much advantage fuch commonly promife them- 
felves from, and too often make of their alfurance and confidence ; 
and therefore in oppofing them he feems to have raifed his ftile 
in fome meafure. He very prudently minds the Philippics , 
that thefe men could not pretend that he fpoke againft the things 
they fo much magnified, out of envy, fince he could make as great 
pretenfions to them as any of the Jews could do j and polfibly 
greater than fuch as were indeavouring to feduce them ; but that he 
was convinced they were miftaken in their fond opinion of thefe 
things, and that it was in quite another way, even by Chrift, and 
not by the ceremonial law, they were to feek for juftification. And 
as thefe Judaizers feem to have indeavourd to recommend their 
opinion by their example, he reminds the Philippics of what 
they could not but know his courfe had been ; and infinuates, that 
upon comparing his own example and theirs together, they might 
eafily judge which was moft worthy of their imitation. And he 
particularly and exprefly obferves, that his thoughts and care were 
taken up about more noble things than theirs ; that they were mind¬ 
ing earthly things, but he heavenly. And fo upon the whole he 
exhorts them to follow the example he had fet them, and to continue 
ftedfaft in; their adherence to Chrift. 
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Chip. III. 



i, T7Inally, my brethren, \ T 

rejoyce in the Lord. I 
write the fame things X ^ - 
you, to me indeed \ 
not grievous, but for you 
l>it is fafe. Beware of dogs, 


OW to make an end of this matter (<s?) as 
_ rejo'yce in the Lord. I XJ j know you will rejoice in Epapbro- 

to you, to me indeed u ditm s coming, fo I would have you do it in 

the Lord, fhowing your refpeft to Chrift, by 
gladly receiving the inftruttions I fend, and he 
brings you in his name. And to write them 
(e) down is ftot very troublelom to me : but it 
may be ufeful for you. Beware of thofe zea¬ 
lots 


ij 


NOTES. 


i (rf) To Ao ittIv* Tln&ffyl] Thus we have render'd the fame phrafe, Chap . iv. S. which 
common readers underftand as tho’ he were juft concluding his epiftle, altho* in this place he 
is got but little above half way to the end of it, and he is now entring upon his chief defigu, 
in it. 

It indeed fofnetirhes denotes only a tranfition to a new argument, and lb does not fo much 
refpeirt what Went before, as what is to follow. Thus furthermore in EngUp will anfwer to it. 
But the expreffion that follows. To write the fame things to you , &c. will not eafily fuffer us to 
take the words in this fenfe, it feeming clear that he here treats of the fame matter he had 
before. It feems therefore more natural to take it in the other fenfe in which.it is ufed for in 
fumma , or in fiort , or perhaps fnaUy y as z Cor. xiii. n. Eph. vi. 10. but then I think it muft 
relate wholly to the matter he had juft been upon ; and thus it will yield the fenfe exprefs’d iu 
the paraphrafe, as tho* he had laid, c Now to conclude with refped to Epaphroditus \ as I told 
c you {Chap. ii. z$.) I fent him, that you might rejoice at his coming, fo I only now add with 
* relation to that matter, that you fhould rejoice in the Lord/ 

<0 T a clvt*. The fame things."] Interpreters are not agreed, with what thefe things he 
writes in this chapter are faid to be the fame. Some think he means the fame he had for¬ 
merly taught them when he was preaching among them. They who arc of this opinion 
might, perhaps, have thought it confirmed by «/. 18. if they had compared it herewith : Many 
walk } of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping . But I confefs fiich a 
manner of bringing in tcl clvtcl the fame things , does not appear eafy and natural. Others 
imagine he means the fame things that he had written to other churches ; which would be 
agreeable enough, if he had before in the epiftle made any mention of his writing to them 
upon the like occafion : but as we meet with no fuch thing in the epiftle, this interpretation is 
rather worfe than the former. 


There is yet another way to remove this difficulty together with that mentioned under 
the foregoing note, and that is by reading in this place toSta inftead of tcl dvTA» For then 
the fenfe of the whole would run thus. Furthermore , my brethren f rejoice in the Lord , *Tis not 
a trouble to me to [go on and] write thefe things [which follow] to you y &c. Such a miftake might 
eafily be made by a tranferiber, and the emendation is very natural. But however as there 
is not one ancient MS cr verfion that favours that reading, it is much fafer to adhere to tho 
common reading, in cafe a tolerable account can be given of it. 

Since there is a difficulty in each of thefe accounts of the words, the reader, *tis hoped, 
will the more eafily bear to have another conjcdure offered him. St. Paul then had fent Epa - 
phroditus to the VhiUppians , as has been obferved before, to fupply his place, till he fiiould be 
able to come himfclf, or fend Timothy tothem : and agreeably hereunto he muft be undcrflood 
to have given him foroe things in charge cq them : and as they were to receive him in the Lord 
with allgladnefsy Chap, ii. zp. that is, readily to fubmit to the Chriftian infir ud ions he brought 

H them, 
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PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

Ws-forWaifm who arc fierce like dogs (/»* beware of evil workera,. 

ware of the evil labourers (£>, beware of the > ewMe of the couclfion ‘ 

concifion 


MOTES, 


them it may be thought that he refers hereto in fpeaking here of the fame 
then’will hand thus. 1 1 have, as you may perceive by what I have faid 


things . His fenfe 

. .. ^ already, direded 

i" 'rpaphroditus what itiflrudions and warnings he ftiould give you: but fince the having the 

* fame things fet before you by my felf in this my epiftle to you, may add weight to them,, 
c an( j render them the more likely to do you good, and fortify youagainft the danger you are in* 
t an( j foice it will be no great trouble for me to write the things I have told him and he 

* will relate to you, I will readily do it.’ 

i (/) Beware of dogs.'] The Jewifb deceivers were cruel, fierce, and mifchievou3 r as ap¬ 
pears by what the fame apoftle fays of them, Tit. i. io — 12. And that might be the reafbn 
why they are here called dogs, as it is why the crucifiers 6f Chrift are fo termed, Pfal. zz. 16. 
Dogs have compaffed me, the affembly of the wicked have inclofed me : they pierced my hands and 
my feet. But there is one place in the prophet ifaiah , which fpeaks of the watchmen, that is, 
the rulers or teachers among the Jews, and does fo exactly agree with what St. Paul here, 
and elfe where fays of the Judaizers who fet up for teachers, that he may be imagined to have had 
it in his thoughts, and from thence to have borrowed the name he here gives them, ifaiah lvi. 
io— ii. His watchmen are blind : they are all ignorant, [compare i Tim. L 7.] they are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark \ fleeping , lying down , loving to Jlumber. Tea they are greedy dogs which 
can never have enough , and they are fiepherds shat cannot underjland : they all look to their own way , 
every one for his gain from his quarter. Come ye, fay they, I will fetch wine , and we will fiU our 
felves with flrong drink , and to mctrow fbaU be as this day , and much more abundant . Compare 
with this what St. Paul fays of them, v. 19. of this chapter, and Tit. i. 11, 12. 

-It feems moft natural thus to interpret St. Paul's expreflion from the obvious qualities of 
thofe creatures and the companions ufed in the old tcftament, rather than from any proverbial 
fpeedhes among the heathens: altho’ if recourfe be had thereto, it is more likely that the apo- 
Ale alludes to the way in which they called to one another to beware of mad dogs in the 
way, than to fuch dogs as were fet to guard their doors, with an infoription thereon, Beware 
of the dog. Farther, *cis not unlikely that as the Jews treated the Gentiles , and ufed to fpeak 
cf them as dogs, St. Paul might here intend to turn upon themfelves that name of reproach j for 
which he had good reafon from their conduct and behaviour. 

(g) T oui n&Ktic \%ycLTet$. Evil workers.] St. Paul feems not hereby to mean that they lived 
wickedly, however that appears to be true from what he fays of them afterwards. The word 
ipyaTHt fignifies operarius, a labourer in any bufinefs or occupation. The only place in the 
new teltament where it can be fufpeded to have the fenfe it is commonly taken in here, to fig- 
niry a man s doing any action or work, is Luke xiii. 27. Depart from me ye workers of iniquity : 
but when word is thus utiderllood in that place, it will appear to be more emphaticai : 
for hereby will be intended not barely that they committed iniquity, but that they made this 
as it were their ttade and bufinefs, were induftrious and conftant in it, juft as that phrafe is 
under o by many, 1 John iii. 8. o toiZv dueLOTicLYy He that committeth Jin. When there¬ 
fore St. Paul here calls them i^ydrac, he does not refer to the general courfe of their adions, 
but he con 1 ers them as labourers, who fet up to tc teachers, as the word is frequently ufed in 
that fenle. And when he calls them Kan k? e^yara?, evil labourers, I am apt to think we are 
to explain is meaning from the fenfe which KecKa^yno often carries in it, to work fraudulent¬ 
ly and deceitfully, as Kan^yict and KAKvfyypa, and Kct,x.*py@- are ufed in like manner for 


fraud or deceit . See Bud. Comm. ling. Grc.' 


Perhaps 
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3. For we are the circumci¬ 
fion, which worfhip God 
in the fpiric, .and rejoyce 
ip Chrift Jefus, .and have 


concifion (b). I don’t call them the circumcifion: 
for we who believe in Chrift, Gentilei as well 
as yews, are the true circumcifion (i ) 3 who wor¬ 
fhip God, tho’ not according to the letter, yet 
according to the true defign of the law (k ) 3 and 
therefore glory in Chrift Jefus, as our great- 
eft honour and advantage (/), and place no 

con- 


3 


« 


NOTES. 


Perhaps we have a fomewhat like inftance of St. Paufs refolving a compound word into its 
primitives, Col . ii. 18. Okfaov Iv x) being put for Iv ibiKoTommpey- 

evvviy The latter of thefe he makes ufe of v. 23. and the former being not 

properly Greek, he has there exprefled barely by Toiruvoyefovvyi, but by his difcourfe it is evi¬ 
dent it muft be underftood as tho 1 thus compounded, and that it imports a voluntary or ajfefted 
humility. 

If this be allowed, he gives the like account of the fame fort of men, 2 Cor . xi. 13. For fuck 
lire falfe apofiles, deceitful workers, \qydsreu S'oKtoi, transforming themfehes into the apofiles 

Chrijl . Nor is any thing more common with him than to charge, or infinuate a charge a- 
gainft thefe men, as deceivers. Rom, Xvi. 18. z Cor . ii. 17, Eph. iv. 14. Col, ii. 4, 8. Tit. i. 12. 

( h ) Tiiv Kat.Tetloy.iiv. The concifion .J That is, thofe who rend and divide the church. Com¬ 
pare Rom. xvi. 17, 18. They gloried in being the mexToyii the circumcifion y which name and 
character St. Paul will not here allow them, but claims it for Chriftians in the next words, 
and calls them the KOToroyb or concifion > expreiling his contempt of their pretenfes, and 
cenfure of their practices. 

3 (0 fVe are the circumcifion.'] That is, we have that which was figniiied by circumcifion. 
For that is not circumcifion which is outward in the fie/h. But — circumcifion is that of the heart 
in the fpirit, and not in the letter. Rom. ii. 28, 29. To which may be added, that he con* 
fider’d baptifm as the Chriftian circumcifion, which availed to all the valuable religiou s 
purpofes which the ancient circumcifion did. See Col. ii. 1 r. 

W O/ Tvivyd]/ Oew Ket\fivov]^. Which worjbip Cod in the fpirit .] If this were to be ex¬ 
plained from John iv. 21, 23, 24, the fenfe would be, * We arc they who worfhip God with 
* 0l,r hearts, without regarding the place where the worfhip is performed.’ But the true 
interpretation feems to be, that the Spirit here is to be underftood as importing the /intent and 
meaning of the law in oppofition to the letter of it, according to the diltin&ion he him- 
felf makes, Rom. ii. 29. Circumcifion is that of the hearty in the fpirit, and not in the letter. 
The fame diftinction he ufes Rom. vii. 6. 2 Car. iii. 6 — 8 . This, I think, beft fuits with his 
difcourfe here. The Jews valued themfelves upon their having circumcifion which was 
God s covenant, and upon their having rliv hetj^tr'.ov the worfhip or fervice of Cod, as we ren¬ 
der it, Rom. ix. 4. Now as the apoftle had before claimed the true circumcifion for thofe 
who believed in Chrift, fo here he claims for them the true worjbip alfo, that is, that worfhip 
which was agreeable to the defign, tho’ not to the letter of the law. The next expieflion 
does, I imagine, well agree with this interpretation. 

(/) Kai Kovyjoyivat kv Xetna Ina*. And rejoice in Chrift Jefus.] It fhould rather be render’d 
we glory or boafi in Chrift Jefus, whom he confidcr’d, if I miftake not, as the fpirit of the law 
in contradiflmotion to the Utter of it. So that this is the fum of what he fays, ‘ We are the 

H a ' ‘true 
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confidence in obferving the law in order to our 
being juftified and accepted of God (w). And 
let not any one fuppofe I fpeak thus flightly 
of thefe things, out of envy, and becaufe I 
want them. 1 might have fuch confidence, if I 
thought thefe things a fufficient foundation for 
it. And if the perfon who is come among you, 
and would perfuade you to judaize , thinks he 
has fome reafon to truft in fuch flefhly things, 
I may fay, I have more (n). I was circumci- 
fed precifely, according to the rule fixed in the 
law, on the eighth day (o), I defeended line- 
ally from Ifrael , and am of the tribe of Benja¬ 
min, and fo am a natural yew , and not a pro- 
felyte, being a true Hebrew of the Hebrews 

(P) 


no confidence in the flefh : 
though I might alfb have 4 , 
corifidence in the flefh. If 
any other man thinketfr 
that he hath whereof he 
might truft in the flefh, I 
more : circumcifed the 
eighth day, of the flock of 
Ifrael, of the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin, an Hebrew of the 


1 


N O TE S. 


* true circumcifion, who worfhip God by Jefus Chrift, and have our whole dependanee upon 
4 him ; and to this it was the defign of the Jaw to lead men.* See Gal. iii. 24. Rom . x. 4. 

(ra) Keti d k \v jrafKi jreTroi&bTif. And have no confidence in the fiefl.] *Tis evident from St* 
Raufs ftile in feveral other places of his epiftles, and from the things which he afterwards 
reckons up in this chapter as belonging to the fiefl, that by the fiejb he means the ceremo¬ 
nial law, the Ordinances of which were ckmal , making fuch difiih&iohs as chiefly related 
to and afftfted the flefh. The Jewi relied on their flefhly, that is, their natural, defeent from 
Abraham , and the fathers, upon flefhly inftitutions, fuch as circumcifion, and the various fa- 
crificcs and wafhings preferibed in the law: but Chriftians, with St. Paul y put no confidence 
in thefe things, depending intirely upon Chrift Jefus, 

4 (*0 If any other man thinketh that he hath •whereof he might trufi in the fiefi y I more,J It 

can't be fuppofed, that there were abfolatcly none who could pretend the fame grounds of confi¬ 
dence in the flefh, which Sc. Paul here mentions. I think therefore his expreflion is to be un¬ 
derflood to be limited to fuch as he had an eye to. If there was but one perfon at Philippi who 

was indeavouring to feduce them, no doubt he here fpeaks of him ; if there were more, he 

may be thought to aim at the principal and chief man among them : for he feems here to fpeak 
only of a Angle perfon. His meaning therefore is, f If the perfon who attempts to draw you to 
* yudaifm^ thinks he has ground for confidence in the flefh, I am able to out-do him, and 
4 go beyond him in all his pretenfes.* In fuch a covert way he ufes to fpeak of this kind of 

men. See 1 Cor. iii. 10. 1 Cor. x. 7, 11. xi. 4, 12, 16, 18, 20, 21. 

5 (0 Circumcifed the eighth day.'] Whatever doubt there may he, whether we are to read 

*7ntiTo(j.x\ or there can be none at all as to the fenfe, which muft be that given in 

our tranflation. This and the following particulars muft be underflood to be plain evidences 
that St. Paul had more reafon to truft in the flefh, than the perfon upon whom he reflects: 
and therefore it feems highly probable, that he was only a profelyte, and not a few by birtli. 
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Hebrews; as touching the . and I was of the ftri&eft fed of our reli— 

fi ' ing ’ zeai^pTr^utTag e the ' g ion > and which pavs the exadeft regard to 
church; touching the righ- the law, a Pharifee (q). Nor was I wanting g, 
teoufneis which is m the j n a 2 eal f or the law ; f 0 r fo great was my zeal 

things were gain tp me, for it, that it carried me to persecute the 

church (r) j and fo exad was I in that ceremo¬ 
nial righteoufnefs dcfcribed in the law, as to 
be blamelefs (sj. But when I became a Ghri- 7. 
Ilian, 1 difclaimed all trull in thofe things which 
I before elleemed the fureft ground of con¬ 
fidence of finding acceptance with Godand 

this 


NOTES. 


(p) flock of Ifrael, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews.] Compare 
herewith Rom. xi. 1. z Cor. xi. n. When he fays he was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, he 
feems to mean that he was not an HeUentfl yew, as probably rhe perfon who indeavour’d to £- 
duce them was. See A&s vi. 1. where the Hellenifls are contradiilinguifhed to the Hebrews, 

(y) See Acts xxiii. 6 . xxvi. 5. 

6 (r) Concerning zeal, perfecuttng the church.'] St. Patti was far from accounting this a virtue, 
or any folid ground of confidence toward God : he freely condemns it eifewhere as a grievous 
fin, 1 Cor. xv. 9. 1 Tim. i. 13. All therefore he can mean by what he fays, is. That if a zeal 
for the law were, as the yews thought ir, a ground of confidence, he could with a witnels 
pretend to it, fince his zeal had been fb great for it,, as to lead him to perfecute the Chriftians, 
becaufe he thought they difhonoured it. 

(/) KtfTi tPiKaioruimp tyiv iv voum> Touching the righteoufnefs which 

is in the law , blamelefs.] The righteoufnefs here faid to be sp vo{lo) w tie law y is v. 9. fa id 
to be \k vofA* y of the law , and both exprelfions fignify the conformity he lived in to the ritual 
or ceremonial part of the Mcfaick law: and that he means this righteoufnefs only, and 
not a conformity to the moral part of the law, may appear from the following confidcracions. 
1. Becaufe he is here fpeaking of the righteoufnefs which is in the law, according to the no¬ 
tions of the JewSy as his fubjeft led" him to do, and the tenour of his difcouvfe plain¬ 
ly fhows he did. Now it was of the ceremonial righteoufnefs of the law that the yews 
were generally very fond, and upon this they chiefly built their confidence, while they indeed 
paid too little regard to the moral righteoufnefs required by the law. z. Becaufe he fpcaks 
of fuch a righteoufnefs as was reckoned matter of confidence in the flefb, which is his way of 
deferibing the pofitive part of the Mofaick law, which was of a carnal nature, related to 
and affefted the flefh ; whereas the moral righteoufnels therein required was wot flefbly, nor is 
it, that I remember, ever fpoken of as fuch. $. He oppofrs this righteoufnefs in or of the l.tw y 
to that which is thro' the faith ofchrifi , or which is of God by Faith, v. 9 . And he that com¬ 
pares what he here fays with Rom. iii. 16. cannot, I think, be at a lofs to underftand what 
part of the law he fpeaks of in both places. 4. This alone was to his purpofe. It was only 
about the ceremonial law that there was any difpute, whether the Gentries ought to be fub- 
je£t to it : for St. Paul never aliened that they ought not to conform to the moral part of 
the law. 5. Tho* he has proved eifewhere, that our moral rishtcoufncG is not (hfheient to 
* i 0 juAif, 
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Chrift. Yea doubtlefs, and 
I count all things but lofs, 
for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift Jefus 
my Lord: for whom I have 


this I did for the fake of Chrift, and that r-“ ■ * 

might depend wholly on him (tj> counting they 
would be a prejudice to me, if I fhould any 
g, longer depend on them, Nay> I certainly con¬ 
tinue of the fame mind, and Hill count all thofe 
things to be lofs or damage, for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord: for 
whom I have call; them all away, as goods 
arc caft over board, when they bring a fhip in 
danger (uJ 3 and do account them but dung, or 

things 

N O T E S. 




juftify us, bccaufc it is not perfett, but all both Jews and Gentiles are finners, to which pur¬ 
port; arc the three firft chapters of his epiftle to the Romans ; yet he could not fay that he 
counted that degree of moral righteoufnefs to which he had attained to be lofs, or a prejudice 
to him. This ieems not well to confift with the commendation he gives himfelf elfewhere for 
it, as particularly where he fays, I have lived in aU good confcience before God y until this day 9 
Afts xxiii. i. I ferve God from my fore-fathers with a pure confcience , z Tim * i. 3, Nor did his in¬ 
tegrity turn to his prejudice, fince he obtained mercy , becaufe in perfecuting he aCted ignorantly 
in unbelief 1 Tim. i. 13. Perhaps fome may think. I fhould have added another reafon, name¬ 
ly, that as touching the righteoufnefs in the moral law he could not fay he was blamelefs y if it 
were for no other reafon than what he mentions, that he had perfecuted the church* But fince 
his exprefiion may relate to the Jews, and import no more than that he was blamelefs in their ac¬ 
count, and that they found nothing wherewith to reproach or fpot him, I choofe not to infill: 
on it. Upon the whole, this is what he here fays, That he had been a ftriCt obferver of 
thofe flefhly ordinances upon which the yews depended, and could not be reproached with 
any negleft of that kind. 

7 (0 A/d rov Xe/ror. For chrifl.'] The fame thing he exprelfes thus in the next verfe, A to. 

to v t nf yvu<Tzco( Xe/r£ I n<rv ts K vex* fx\s* For the excellency of the knowledge of Chrtjb 

Jefus my Lord. The meaning may be, that the conviction he had of the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift, made him treat thofe things with contempt, in companion of him, 
however they were fet in competition with him : or elfe. That the earneft defire he had to 
know Chrift as the only Saviour, caufed him to ncgleft fuch things, as diflerviceable and pre¬ 
judicial to him, while they tended to divert and weaken his hope in Chrift. 

8 ( u ) T cl irdvTcL \?d[juc$w» I havefnffered the lofs.of aU things.'] For the underftanding this 
paftage, together with the context, *tis very proper to obferve that St. Paul here carries on a 
very hamlfom and agreeable allegory, in which all the metaphors are taken from traders of 
merchants. The fir ft metaphors he ufes are profit and lofs y the next lies in the word cafl 
away , the thiid in the word refufe y and the laft in the word arrive . 

t0 . thefe, which here properly falls under our confederation ; Kifc/'lSh has two 

lignin cat ions, gain which is the common fenfe, and as a confequence, becaufe perfons ufually 
think fo, benefit or advantage. So ilefuhius , K^cf©-, cJsiA&a* In like manner (^nuict has 
alfb two bonifications, lofs y and the ufual confequence of it, damage or detriment . Hence 

is fometimes oppofed to coZiKe.a. ; as in that of Xenophon , E fxoi (a£\Kov m a<pi\&ct 

ir/r« The verb £«///&c^cu has alfb two fenfes, the one to fujfer lofs or damage , the other to 

part 
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fuffered the lofs of all 
things, and do count them 
but dung that I may win 
Chrift, and be found in 
him, not having mine own 
righteoufnefs, which is of 
the law, but that which 
is through the faith of 
Chrift, the righteoufnefs 
which is of God by faith : 

O.thatlmay know him, and 


things of no value (w) that I may gain Chrift 
(&), and may be accepted of God for his fake 
(jy) } not as having my former righteoufnefs 
which depended upon the ceremonial law, but 
that thro the faith of Chrift, that is to fay the 
righteoufnefs which is appointed of God by, 
faith : which righteoufnefs confifts in knowing 

Chrift 




NOTES. 


part withy or throw away , in order to prevent a greater detriment, as when goods are throw n 
over board, to fave the fhip, which the Latins exprefs by jatturam faeere. And thus St. Paul 
willingly farted with or threw away his advantages and expectations from the law, that he 
might gain or fecure Chrift. Perhaps Matth. xvi. z6. may be thus explained where we have 
the fame conftruftion* See Grotius upon that place. Our tranflation by taking the verb 
in the lenfe not applicable to this place, makes St. Paul to ipeak improperly, if not 
inconliftently. 

(<u>) H yupeti (TKvCciKdb 71 )* Do count them but dung.'] Mr. Gataker in his Adverf. MifceU. po* 
ffuzna, c. 4*. has treated very largely and learnedly of the frgnification of the word here ufed, 
fhowing that it is put for dung, dregs y drofs , chaffy the beard of Corny bran, the fprtgs or leaves 
that fall from trees, the fragments or f craps that fall from the table, or the bit of bread y with 
which they ufed to clean their hands after meat, and which they then flung to the dogs. It 
makes no difference, which ever fenfe weehoofe, fince they all of them were confider’d as things 
of no value, and fo would ferve to fet forth the chearfulncfs of the apoftle in parting with 
them upon the account here mention’d. Our tranflation agrees with the Tulg. and Syr. And 
the fame way of fpeaking was in ufe among the Romans . So Plautus y Trucul . A& ii. fc. vii* 
ver. 5. fays of a'prodigal perfon who lavifhed away what he had in prefents to his miftrefs ; 

§ui bona fua pro ftercore habet, foras jubet ferri. c He counts his goods but dung , and orders 
c them to be carried out of the houfe.’ And thus Apuleius , Florid, c. 14. fpeaks of Crates , 
when he turned Cynic: Rem familiarem abjicit velut onus ftcrcoris, magis labori cjuam ufui , 

* He cafteth away his goods as an heap of dungy that was more troublefom than uflfuh* 

(-0 Ira. Xetror KZfJ'iitrco. That I may wind.riff.] The paraphrafe prefers the word gain, a» 
better fluting with the allufion of the place, and with what he had faid Chap. i. z 1. He 
feems here to conflder Chrift as the moft.important and valuable thing which he was therefore ( 
folicirous to fecure.to himfelf above any thing: and his meaning is, ‘That I may attaiiv 
c the true knowledge of Chrift, and faith in him, fo as to have him for my Saviour, and be. 

* intitled to all the advantages which belong to thofc who are found in him,* To which pur- 
pofe is his next expreflion. 

9 O') And be found in him.] For the underftanding this I think we muft have recourfc to 
St. Paul's ftile, and the manner in which he ufes to think and fpeak of Chrift. Two places oc¬ 
cur very much to. cur purpofe. Gal. iii. 2,7. As many of you as have been baptized into drffi 
have put on chr.ft. So that as Mr. Locke fays on that place, c By taking on them the profeftion 
of the gofpel, they had as it were put on Chrift : fo that to God now looking on them 

* there appears nothing but Chrift. They were as it were cover’d all over with him, as a man 
c is with the clothes he hath put on.’ The other place is Rem. xiii. 14. Put ye on the Lord 
ytefus Chriffy and make not prcvfion for the flefby to fulfil the luffs thereof. That is, ‘ Be fo in-. 

* tirely conformed to Chrilt, as that his life may appear to be ex prefled in yours.’ St. Paul in¬ 
die place.before us is fpeaking of what ftiould commend hbn to Cod. The Jews thought their 

ceremonial 
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1 2 . 


Chrift (s), and the power of his refurre&ion 
(a), and the fellowfhip of his fufferings ( b ), be¬ 
ing made conformed even unto his death (c), 
that any way, as it fhall pleafe him, I may ar¬ 
rive fafe at my defired haven, the refurredtion 
of the juft (d). And compare now the floth 

and 


the power of his refrrre** 
£tidn, and the fellowihip 
of his fufferings, being 
made conformable unto his 
death; if by any means I i it 
might attain unto the re- 
furreftion of the dead : not i 2 » 
as though I had already at- 


MOTES. 

ceremonial rHitcoufnefs would effectually do this: but the apoftle was convinced of the 
contrary ; and therefore defired, that when God looked upon him he might not appear to him 
as a perfon depending upon fuch a righteoufnefs, but as one who had put on Chrift, and had 
an intereft in the benefits obtained by him ; that is, he defired God fhould accept him as a 
Chriitian, and not as a few. 

10 (s) Tk yvuvcu auTov . That I may know him,'] I take fb yvZvcu to ftand as a gerund, or 
verbal lubftantive of the genitive cafe afteF <hx,Aio<rvvtn> in the preceding verfe. Much fuch an¬ 
other conftruftion we have v. zi. kata rriv entf&uy <fb <Pvva.<&eu dujbv, according to the 
working whereby he is able, &c. 

{a) And the power of his refurretiion.] The reforre&ion of Chrift is one of the ftrongell: coni' 
firmations of our holy religion ; and therefore yields the greateft incouragement to the hopes and 
expectations of Chriftians. Hence i Vet, i. 3. God is faid to have begotten them again to a lively 
lope by the refurretiion of Jefus Chrift from the dead . Some may perhaps imagine that St. Paul hfla 
not here a due regard to order in placing his words, becaufe he fpeaks of his refiirrection 
firft, and then of his fufferings: but if I am not out in my conje&ure, his reafbn for this was 
becaufe a lively hope effected by the confide ration of Chrift’s refurreCtion, was abfblutely ne- 
oeffary to make men willing to be conformed to him in his fufferings. 

(£) Tnv koivcoviav Tsoy ' 7 ta^))^.atcov avfb. The feUewfbip of his fufferings,] *Tis doubtfol to 
me whether ChrifFs fufferings here lignify thofe he indured in his own perfon, or thofe which 
he allots to his fervants in his caufe and for his fake. I am inclined to prefer the latter, and to 
underftand the apoftle as expreffmg his hearty willingnefs to have his foare of fufferings in the 
caufe of Chrift, becaufe he knew to what account they would turn to him. This interpretation 
feems to be much favoured by what follows. 

(0 2 v////ef t« $avaJg> o ivTti, Being made conformable unto his death,] The 

//of does, as Grotius obferves, refer to v. 9. And this expreffion appears very 

confident with the reft of the allegory, and may intimate St. Pouf s readinefi to fubmit to any 
difficulties that might attend him m his voyage, in order to gain the defired haven. And tho* 
a dying to fin is feveral times fpoken of as a conformity to Chrift in his death, Rom, vi. 3, 

1 Pet. 11,14. yet the other conformity to his death, by dying for his fake, feems to be more 
agreeable to the fcope of this place. See Rom. viii. 17. 1 Tim. ii. n, 12,. 1 Cor. iv. 10 —141 

1 1 ( d ) F / 'Trtof Hctlca/'lnoco twp ^avataoiv ray p£K?d> v. If by any means I might attain unto 
the refurrethon of the dead. - ] Our tranflation feems to imply that St. Paul was in feme doubt 
concerning his future happinefs. But he fo often intimates in his writings his firm expectation 
thereof, that tis not cafy to think he defigns here to infinuate that he was in any danger of 
mifearrying by his ufing the particles For u is not always dubitative , but is often put 

for oti, and may be exprefled in Englifl by the word becaufe , as 1 Tim. v. 10. WeU reported of for 
good works, becaufe fie has brought up children, becaufe fie has lodged grangers, &c. Ac other 
times tis belt exprefled by that, as Afts xxvi. 23, Where our own tranfiators have thus render’d 
k . Et TretJ-tiTbf 0 X&rh, is That Chrift jbould fuffer, and that he fiould be the 

ti c. 
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tained, either were alrea¬ 
dy perfed : but I follow 
after, if that I may appro* 
hend that for which alfo I 
am apprehended of Chrift 


and fecurity of tbefe men, with the manner in • 
which I live and imploy my care. Upon a 
companion you may foon perceive the diffe¬ 
rence, and whom you have moft reafon to fol¬ 
low. They place an intire confidence in their 
ceremonial righteoufnefs, and boaft of them- 
felves as perfed, and prefume upon the end 
while they don’t purfue the proper means. But 
this is very different from my temper who don’t 

pretend 


NOTES. 


&c. Where Oeeutnemus fays, that it is put for or/. See Dr. Whitby upon both thefe places, and 
upon Heb . vii. 15. Thus ’tis alfo ufed by JElian . Var . Htft, Lib. iv. c. 9. O/ tf't'ThclyturetVy 
\i tov jLvS'fw, tyoyjif ta/jray rbv to<t*tov 9 tiyvon<T&y, * They were amazed, that having 

* had fo great a man [as Plato'] in their company, they (hould not have known him.* And 
Budaus upon the word \i produces feveral inftances of its being ufed in this fenfe. Nor does the en¬ 
clitic particle x&><, by following e/, appear to me to limit ic to a conditional fenfe. I grant 
*tis more generally conditional when this particle follows, as well as when it ftands alone : but 
this does not arife from its being any way affeded by x«V. I think we have a pretty plain in¬ 
stance of this in Homer , Odyjf. v. 800, where Minerva fends an apparition repreTenting Iph- 
thima upon this errand. 

E/ nws^oxe/ctf' yoocoJay 

TldvPeis kAuv 6 /uo 7 o 3 

1 That lhe might appeafe Penelope's grief, and lamentation.’ The Meffage muft be peremptory, 
it being unfuitable to the charader of Minerva to fuppofe it dubious and uncertain, as to the 
event. And accordingly it is faid of Penelope , upon the vanifhing of the apparition, v % 840. 

$ihov oi itrof iaVfltf. 

* She was glad at her heart.* I have render’d «xa; in this paffage of Homer only that : but if 
x«yV fhould be here traniuted fome way, it does not render the thing uncertain.in the iiTue, but 
only the manner of it indefinite, as left to the prudence of the meflengor or fpedre. 

And perhaps tixwy in AHs xxvii. la. may well enough bear this fenfe, and the words be thus 
tranflated : The greater part advifed to depart thence alfo , that getting to Phenice, they might be 
able to winter [there.] They could not propofe to move till the wind would fuffer them: But 
fo foon as that ferved, they appear to have been under no doubt or uncertainty : for then 
they fuppojed they had obtained their purpofe. In this and fuch like expreflions therefore (as 1 Cor . 
ix. 2,7.) which St. Paul ufes concerning himfelf, he may be underftood to intimate no more than 
the neceflity of uftng the means, in order to attain the end. 

Farther, Mr. Locke in his note upon 1 Cor . xv. 41. has obferved, that St. Paul muft neceflarily 
be underftood to fpeak in the place before us of the refurredion of the juft, and not of the re- 
furredion in general, becaufe he mentions his indeavours to attain it. For fince he has de¬ 
clared that all men, good and bad, (hall as certainly partake of the refurredion, as they fhall 
dye, there need no indeavours to attain to ic. c Our Saviour likewife, as he adds , fpeaks of 
‘ ‘he refurredion of the juft in the fame general terms of the refurredion Matth . xxii, 50. and 
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pretend to fay, that l have yet attained (t), or 

a aa 


notes. 


» the refurreftion from the dead, Luke xx. 35. by which is meant only the refurreftion of the 

* iuft as is plain from the context.’ This fenfe of the place before us may be confirmed by his 

min 7 the word which in tfre A&i is often, applied to maritime affairs, and fig- 

iune“ to auhe . 1 t a place by fea, or to arrive at aji harbour, Chftp. xviil. 1 9, 14. xx. 15 . xxvi. 7.. 
xxvii. u, & xxviii. 13. Now this in the allulive fenfe in which ’tis here ufed, is not appli- 
cablc'to the wicked, who can’t be faid to arrive at the refurre&ion as a fafe and defired harbour. 
There is therefore futiicient rcafon for our underftanding the reforretfion of the dead according to 
the above mentioned limitation. Nor is there any need of forcing a diftindion between 
dfjircLait and as tho’ the latter were therefore peculiar to the faints, becaufe they 

{hall not only rife, but afeend to meet the Lord in the ain. 

It may not be amifs to take notice of one thing more, which may help us to underfland 

St. PauT s difeourfe here, and to lee how well he has. adapted it to the pefions with whom 
he had to do. I think then what he here fays ought to be compared with his epilUe.to the 
Colofftansy, written much about the fame time. ’Tis obvious that in both he is. guarding the. 
Gentile Chrihians againft the fame fort of men, the Jewijb converts, who wgre indeavQuring to 
bring them to fubjed thcmfelves to the Mofaick law. In order to his eftabl^lbiog the Cctr 
ipjfians , he reprefents the things of which thefe yudaizers were fo fqud,^ as earthly, and confer 
quently below the regard of ChriiUans, who had much greater a,n 4 nobler chatters, upon which 
they Ihould implqy their thoughts and zeal, even the things .above/where ebrift fitteth at the 
tight hand of Cody CoL'm.i —4. The fame thing he is here inculcating upon the Philippians,. 
He allures them that the coneijion , or zealots for Judaifm, who were indeavonring to diftrac^ 
and divide them, were men who minded earthly, things , and therefore it did net become the 
philippians to follow them : they ought to mind more excellent things, even thofe in hea¬ 
ven, whence they expeded Chrift Ihould come to bellow upon them their reward. Sec v. 19 —11. 
His.deGgn therefore appears to be the fame in both epillles. But there was a good realon why 
he Ihould net purfue it in the fame method in both. He intended to prels upon the Philip 
pans a negled of earthly things, and a minding thofe which are heavenly, by his own example; 
which is a very proper and moving way of inflrudion. And it was very agreeable when he 
was writing to the Philippians , among whom he had lometimes been, and who had been eye- 
witnelTcs of his conduct. Somewhat of the fame aim he had when he fent Timothy to the 
Corinthians to put them in remembrance of his ways which were in Chrijl , 1 Cor . iv. 17. But thia 
would have been very improper in writing to the Colojftans , among whom he had never 
been, and who having never feen his conversation, were left likely to be moved by his exam¬ 
ple. But in very lively terms he fets before the Philippians the courfe he took, and which they 
could not but have obferved. It feems plain r his difeourfe is to be underllood as carrying in it 
a tacit reflection upon the different conduct of thole with whom he compares himfelfj where 
they are not exprehy mention'd. 

11 (f) Ovx'oTt i’J'u i?,ctCov. Not as thd Thad already attained The apoflle here begins . 
t new allegory. Ncr is it unufual with the mod correct writers to pals from one allegory to, 
another. But our Englijb verlion confounds thefe two allegories, by tranflating both kcltclv- 
7-ri(r&' } v* 11. and -ihaCov, v. n. by the fame word attained . St. Paul here compares himfelf to x 
racer, and borrows many terms from the heathen excrcifcs, as he does alfo in many other places 
in his epillles. The words Kct^Cavuv and Kctjit\ef J u.Cciviiv here ufed, are applied in the lame 
sgoniftical manner, 1 Cor ix. 14. His dclign is to Ihow that he confidcr’d not himfelf as ha¬ 
ving already gained the victory, or obtained the prize which is the reward of it, which the 
ytewijb- converts feem to have fancied of thcmfelves, but that he was running and ilriving, and 
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j,Jcfu#. Brethren, I count 
not my felf to have appre¬ 
hended : but this one thing 
j doy forgetting thofe things 
which are behind j and 
reaching forth unto thole 
things which are before, 


am already perfect (<?); but I prefs after that 
one thing for which I have been apprehended 
by Chriit Jefus, that I may apprehend or ob¬ 
tain it (/). Brethren, I don’t reckon my felf 
to have obtained it ; but after this one thing 
(p) (negledting thofe things which are behind, 

and 


NOTES. 

<ufing all proper methods to qualify himfelf for it. Compare r Cor . ix. 16, 17. The exprefTion 
here Teems plainly to be elliptical, nor can it be more eafily fupplied than by Kkyeo. Ov A tyv on. 
St. Paul avoided the confident boafting of the yews, which led them into fecurity and a care- 
leflhefs in their converfation. Such words as Kiyco are often to be fupplied. See ABs ix. 6. 

(e) H ifJSi T£tsAsi«^<3£/. Hither were already perfeB.] This is faid in oppofition to the yews+ 
and the converts from among them, who flatter’d themfelves that barely by being under the 
law they were made perfect. Hence this apoftle fpeaks in that manner to the Galatians , when 
they were feduced by them, GaU iii, 3. Are ye fo foolifb ? having begun in the fpirit , ate ye now 
made perfect by the ftefb ? Where by the fieJb he means the ceremonial law. Againft this vaia 
conceit the author of the epiftlc to the Hebrews difputes in feveral places, fhowing that perfe - 
Bion was not by the Levitical priefthood, under which the people received the law, Heb. vii. 16. 
that the law made nothing perfeB, v. 19, that thofe ceremonies could not make him that did 
the fervice perfeB, as pertaining to the confcience, chap. ix. 9. that the law never could make 
PerfeB the atcenders upon the fervicc of it, chap. x. 1. This conceit of the yews naturally 
Jed them into fecurity, and fiich careleflhefs of life as the apoftle judged to be moft dangerous. 
In oppofition to them he fets forth his own great fblicitude and diligence in the ufe of ail 
proper means, confidering himfelf as not having yet obtained the prize, or as not yet being 
perfeCt. This clears the feeming inconfiftence between this and the 15th verfe. Here he fays 
he was not made perfeB \ there he fpeaks of himfelf as perfeB. As many of us as are perfedt. 
The perfection fpoken of here in this iith verfe relates to the reward \ with refpeCt to which 
our Saviour himfelf fays, Luke xiii. 31. The third day IJbaUbe perfected. And thus the fpirits 
of juft men are not made perfedt till the other world , Heb. xii. 2,3. But the perfection which 
St. Paul attributes to himfelf and other good men, v. 15. is a very different thing, and imports 
a being arrived to a maturity of underftanding in Chriftianity. See Heb . v. 13, 14. 1 Ccr. ii. 6, 
xiv. 2,0. 

(/) AtvKU «N, e/ xj KctTcLKetZa, \q 2 x) xat5Ah?£w'. But I follow after, if that I may 
apprehettd that for which alfo I am apprehended .] The it x) is render’d in the paraphrafe that, 
agreeably to what is before faid of hTcot, v. 11. note (</), and fo Caftellio turns it, Vt corripre- 
hendam. £9 may feem doubtful: It may lignify fince , as TheophylaB takes it, explaining it by 
cTVot/. Cecumenius mentions this fenfe alfb, making it equivalent to g^rs/JV?. He takes notice 
likewife of the other fenfe, which is followed by our tranflacion, the Vulg. and Jyr. that for 
which. Either fenfe will fuit the fcopc of the place. The paraphrafe keeps to the latter, fup- 
pofing T8T0 the demonftrativc pronoun to be omitted before the relative, as is common in the 
Greek language. And thus the grammatical conftrudlion will be, A tatta toto ip 2 xj kcit^ 

A'vaBna ra yeifa a k* x.&TctKd.Gco, But the paronomajia is mote beautiful, as this 

claufe which is laft in grammatical order, is here inferted : and the double x', as the fentencc 
now Hands, gives it an additional elegance, which I think our language will fcarce admit of 

13 (g) Ep «N. But this one thing I do.'] Our tranfiation fupplies, J °do ; nor can it be doubt¬ 
ed that the word ttoja* is frequently omitted by good writers, where it muft be underftood. 
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and ftretching forward to thofe beforej (b ); 
after this one thing I fay, I prefs according to 
the aim I have fixed with my felf (f) that I 

ma y 


I prefs toward the mark, i^, 
for the prize of the 
high calling of God in 


NOTES. 

Inftead of this the Syr. has I know. But I confefs I am rather inclined not to fupply any 
thing at all but to join this with Kttrd (Tkottov S^icokoo, One things according to my fixed aim , 1 
prefs after. The apoftle had exprefled himfelf very briefly and in general terms, v. iz. But 
here he again refumes the fame matter, and reprefents very fully and emphatically both what 
the T6T0 tp <? was which he fo eagerly prefled after, and the manner in which he did it. And 
the apoftle having in the izth verfe fpoken of his following after one thing (for he fpeaksof it 
in the lingular number) for which he was apprehended of Chrift Jefus, it feems to me very 
natural to underftand him, when he here goes over the fame matter again, to fay that he fol¬ 
lowed after this one thing. Let the reader compare the 12th with the two following verfes. 

(b) Td piv o7ti<tcj Wihavd'cLvbiAzv©-, rots <ft \ysir£y&iv tTrtKT&vbfxtv©-. Forgetting thofe 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thofe things that are before .] I choofe to render 
i‘7nK<LV$dLV<iiJ(.tv& by negleBing ox not minding, rather than by forgetting. This is a necefl'ary con- 
fequence of forgetting. And I think racers may more properly be faid to negleB than to forget 
thofe behind them. Compare this with Horace's expreflion, lUum prateritum temnens , which 
will prefently be cited more at large. I have tranflated firetching forward , 

which is both agreeable to the fenfe of the word, and more properly the bufinefs of racers than 
reaching forward. For they did not catch the prize, when they came to the goal; but it was 
given them by the praeco or dyavodiTtK. 

Farther, as I hinted before in the note (g), I take this paflage to be an interceded claufe, 
fhewing the manner in which he prefs’d after one thing, even by neglecting every thing 
elfe, and fo in conftrudion 1 join tv J'e kata gkotiqv JWx<y, as tho’ it were left out. I think 
this is an elegant alluiion to racers, who hinder not themfelves by looking behind them, to 
fee. how far they are come, or whom they have out-run, but only look to the goal, or to , 
fuch as have got before, them. That paflage of Horace , Serm. lib. i. Satyr, i. is very pertinent¬ 
ly cited to illuftrate this, by Dr. Hammond . 

Vt cum carcerihut mijfos rapit ttngula cuvrus , 

Infiat equis aunga fuos vincentibus, iUum 
Vrateritum temnens , extremos inter euntem . 

* When they drive their chariots in a race, the ruler of the chariot prefleth to overtake thofe 

1 horfes that are before his, but ^contemns and never looks after him that is behind, and 
c out-run by him.* * 

Farther, tho the t d and to 7 { are both in the neuter gender, and are well render’d by our 
tranflators thofe things \ yet they may well take in perfons as well as things . See i Cor. i. 

The Syriac has properly tranflated this, as we have: but the Latin tranliation printed in Tro- 
fiiuss edition, has very wrong turned it Eorum qua funt mihi ad latus oblivifcor , ‘ I forget the 
‘things that are on my fide.* ^ Whoever tranflated it, feems to have miftook ^nD 2 TT as 
tho it had been l ^ Q 1 believe the Syriac hardly ufes that word in that manner, but 

rather keeps to the Hebrew ufe of i n this cafe: however that the Syriac fhould have 

been turned, behind me, is evident from Matth . xvi. 23. and feveral other places. 

14 (0 KatTit VKowfo* Toward the mark. 3 I have not met with any good authorities to 
prove that UKQ'rbf fignifies the fame as Tfcffiet, or the goal j and therefore I choofe rather to take 

i — - c 



PHIL IPP IANS. 6 1 

Chap. Iir. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


r 5. Chrift Jefus. Let us there¬ 
fore, as many as be perfeft, 
be thus minded : and if in 
any thing ye be otherwife 
minded, God fhall reveal 
itf.even this unto you. Ne- 
verthelefi, whereto we have 


may obtain the prize (Jt) of the high calling of 
God in Chrift Jefus (/). Let us therefore, as X r 
many of us as are thro’ly inftru&ed in Chri- 
ftianity, mind this, to walk (m) by the fame 
rule («), and to be unanimous with one an¬ 
other (o) : and if you differ in your fentiments 
about any thing (pj, God fhall reveal it unto 


NOTES. 


you, 


it in the fenfe in which it is commonly ufed, and fo render it, according to my aim, or deftgn. 
Nor is it neceflary in allegories to be always confined to terms. < 

(£) A/wxa to P&lC&qv. J pre/s — for the prize.'] However uftufual the phrafe may 
feem asl put it together tv S'i licence Wi to €gy£tior 9 yet I think wchavc one place in the LXX 
to juftify it, Prov . xx. 6. which they thus reader, He that getteth treafures ‘with a lying longue , 
followeth after vanities for the fnares of death, pctT&ieL ficowt iTt Tctyl^cti dat'a?*- Far¬ 
ther, the was the prize or reward bellowed upon him who got the vi&ory ; and lo 

£t. Paul here reprefents himfelf as ufing the greateft eagernefs that he might get the victory, and 
obtain the reward premifed. 

(/) £vu> xA.ii tecof @sb cv Xetr£ The high calling of God in Chrift Jefus.] It is uncer¬ 
tain whether in Chrift Jefus is to be joined in fenfe with the prize or with the high cal- 
ling of God, If it is joined with the high calling of God, it mull be thus underftcod, that as God 
was the primary author of his being called, lb he did it by Chrift, by whom *cis obvious Sr. 
Paul was immediately called. See i Cor. i. i. and thus thefe words will be equivalent to what 
he had faid v. n . / am apprehended of Chrift Jefus , On the other hand, if we join this with 
the prize, the fenfe will run thus, c One thing I prefs after for the prize that is in Chrift Jefus 
‘ of God’s high calling.* And thus the fenfe will be the fame with that our tranflators de- 
fign’d i Cor. xv. 58. Tour labour is not in vain in the Lord: or rather this will anfwer to what 
he fays, Col. iii. 3, 4. Tour life is hid with Chrift in God, lo hid with Chrift as to be in him, or 
to have him to be your life, as he adds, When thrift who is our life pall appear , then pall ye 
alfo appear with him in glory. 

15, 16 (777) The reader fees by the paraphrate, that I choofe to join the txto $£pvu[Ji*v, Let 
us mind the fame thing, or let us mind this , v. 15. with rru ojjtco nctv'ovi, to ewri y&velv, 

to walk by the fame rule , to mind the fame thing, or rather to be unanimous, v. 16. What comes 
between I take to be a parenthelis, and to make the fenfe the eafier, I have put it laft. See 
note (/>). 

(«) T<u aujTw r eiyf-iv Kctvlvt. Let us walk by the fame rule.] Or rather, to walk by the fame 
rule (fee the preceding note) that is the golpel, in whieh as perfeH, they were fuppofed to be 
well inftrufted, the perfeH being oppoled to the babes and the unskilful in the word of righteouf- 
tiefs, Heb . v. 13, 14. Or the fenfe may ftand thus, c You pretend to be thro’ly acquainted with 

* Chriftianity, as well as I ; if you are fo, let us not have a different rule, but do you walk by 

* fuch a rule as from what I have faid, you may perceive I do. You are directed to feek hca- 
e venly things, and not to expeft advantages by the Mofaick law : if then we all pretend to 
1 the fame charaftcr, let us mind to walk by the fame rule, and not by the Mofaick law.* To 
this purpofe he exprefly urges upon them the following his own example, v. ij. Compare alfo 
Gal. vi. 16. 

(0) T£ ojjtI Let us mind the fame thing.] Or rather, To be at unity one with another . 

Compare Philip, ii. 1. Korn. xii. 16. xv. 5. 

CP) Kct/ is Tt <p&vtiTi t And if in any thing ye be otherwife minded.] This teems to be 

wron^ 




Chap, III. 


PHILIPP IA N S. 

TARAT ERASE. TEXT. 


you, except it be fuch a matter as he has al¬ 
ready fully revealed, and we have attained the 
knowledge of, wherein you cant expert any 

17- farther revelation, if you depart from it. Bre- 

thrciij do you 3.11 imitate &nd not thefe 
men who would feduce you, and obferve them 
who walk as I do, as you have me for an 
:S. example (q). (For thefe feducers behave 
themlcives in fuch a manner, as plainly to 
fliow they are enemies of the crofs of Chrift 
(r) as 1 have often told you, and now tell you 

with 


already attained, let us 
walk by the fame rule, let 
us mind the fame thing. 
Brethren, be followers to- 17* 
gether of me , and mark 
them which walk fo, as ye 
have us for an enfample. 
(For many walk, of whom 18. 


NOTES. 

wrong render’d : for what can be the meaning according to this tranflation, bat that St. Paul 
was perfuaded that Goel would a Herd a revelation of his will to fuch as walked otherwife rhan 
he had faid he did himfelf, that is, to fuch as by a wretched fecurity negle&ed to prefs after 
the prize, and minded earthly things ? This utterly difagrees with what he fays of fuch men, 
v. 1 J>, 19. and indeed with the whole drain of his epilile. If I am notmiftaken, STif&f here 
lignifies differently from one another y and that the matters about which he fuppofes them-to chink 
differently, are limited to fuch things as they had not yet attained to : for fo I underhand ttawp 
hi 0 \(p^daa.fj.iv, which I judge to be an exceptive claufe, and conne&ing it with what pre- 
ceeds fhould thus render it, 1 If you think differently from one another, in any matter, ex- 
c ccpt it be fuch as wc have already been fully inftructed in.’ In thofe things wherein they 
had been fully intruded, he thought there was the utmoft danger for them to go backward, 
and to receed from the opinion they had before embraced. If it be asked, "Why did he exped 
God fhould reveal fuch things to them ? ir may be anfwered. That as he was .perfuaded they were 
finccrc, fo he did not doubt, that if by holding faft the things they had already received, 
they now approved themfelves to be fincere, God would, according to the regard he bears to 
fuch, inform them of any other matters wherein they might any of them happen to mi- 
Aakc, and wherein it was of fome confiderable importance for them to be fet right. Compare 
Gal. v« 10. Philip, i. 6. And while St. Paul was alive, and the extraordinary gifts of the fpirit 
were fo common in the churches, it was eafy for fuch an information to be afforded them. 

Befides, I don’t think that revelation always neceffarily fignifies a new infpiration. See Mr. 
Locke on Lph. i. 17. 

17 (?) Here the reafon very plainly appears, why he faid fo much of himfelf in the fore- 
: g° in g verfes. And we may obferve, that as he was apprehenfive of their danger from thefe 
Judaizers, he labours effectually to discredit them, and {hows from the difference there was be¬ 
tween his converfation and theirs, how much reafon they had to follow and be directed by 
him rather than them. Compare 1 Car. iv. 16, 17. However to take off the feeming often- 
tation of his difeourfe, he joins others with himfelf, as examples to them. 

18 (r) Enemies of the crofs of chrift. ] That is, enemies to the do&rine of falyation by a 
dependance upon Chrift crucified ; for while they directed men to feek falvation by obferving 
the ceremonial law, they took them off from depending folely on Chrift crucified, and fo 
made the death of Chrift infignificant and ufelefs. See Gat, ii, zi. v. 3, 4. 



PHILIP? IANS. 

TEXT. ‘PARAPHRASE. 



Chap. lit. 


I have told you often, and 
now' tell you tvcri weeping, 
that they, ic* the enemks of 
19. the ctio& oi Chjrift: whofe 
end is deftru&ion, whofe 
God is their belly : and 
whofe glory is in their 
lhame, who mind earthly 
2,0, things.) For our conver- 


with tears. And a faithful and juft account of 
them may well deter you from hearkening to 
and imitating them : for their end is deltru- 
<ftron (jV, they make a God of their belly (/), 
and glory in theif ftlame (u), and they mind 
earthly things- (a>), whereas on the contrary 

our 



20. 


NOTE S. 

19 fj) fir To T4A© - ecTftlAm. Whofe end is dejlruBion.) Tho’ the end they accomplilh’d upon . 
fiich as they feduced was their deltru&ion, w T hile they drew them oft from a dcpendance on 
Ghrift, and loth ty fubverted, their fouls, ABs xv. 14. 2, Tim, ii. 14. yet that fee ms not herein- 
tended : but he fpeaks here of the definition of thefe feducers themfclves, in like manner as 
he does, 2 Cor. xi. 15. Whofe end JbaU be according to their Works, Farther, I am apt to think, he 
had an eye here to what he had laid of thefe men before, Chap, i. 28. and lb he may be 
underftood as tho* he had faid, 6 Thefe men reckon upon your deltruCtion, but they will cer- 
1 talnly meet with their own.’ 

. (f) whofe God is their beUy.) Thar is, however they pretended to aft for the fervice and ho¬ 
nour of God, they are feeking only their own profit, and proftitute all things for the promo¬ 
ting, a temporal interoft, and fo they made a God of themfclves, or of their own belly. The 
Ijkecenfure he pailes upon thefe men elfewhette, averting, Rom* xvi. 18. That they ferve notour 
Lord pfefus Chrifiy but their ownbeUy ; and by good words and fair fpeeches deceive the hearts of the 
fmple\, and, r Tim . vi. that they fuppofed that god.linefs was gain \ as it fiiould be render’d ; 
and. Tit, i.i 1. That they fubverted whole houfes , teaching things which they ought not for filthy 
lucre's fake ; and, z Cor, xi. 20. That they brought luch : s would hearken to them into bondage^ 
devoured them , and took of them . St. Paul's aim and behaviour was dircftly oppofite, who 
did all things for the edification of the churches, without feeking his own temporal advan¬ 
tage and gaiup as he often declares in his epiftles, and that with a tacit reflection upon thefe 
men for their behaviour. See 1 Cor. xii. 17 — 19. 1 Thejf, ii. 3—6. & 1 The])', ill. 8. 

(») And whofe glory is in their fame.) There i9 no neceflity of fuppoling this to be confined 
to one (ingle inliauce of their glorying : if they* did it in feveral inftanccs that were rather 
matter of fhame than glorying, they may be all comprehended in the exprefllon. This 
gives 11a a greater latitude in the application of it. And, 1. Some would, perhaps, be offended, 
if I fliould not take notice of the interpretation of feveral of the ancients who thought that in their 
fbame refer’d.to the part wherein the circumcifion, in which they lb much gloried, was made* 
But if this fliould appear lefs probable, I am perfuaded any of the reft. I fnall mention, if not 
all of them, will be thought likely enough - to be defigned. 2. They gloried in their 
.fhame while they gloried in their zeal for the law, which w as a yoke of bondage, and con¬ 
fided of weak and beggarly elements. Their glorying in this excluded then* glorying in the 
orols of Chrift, Gal, vi. 14, 15. and lo was a Jbame to them. 3. They gloried in their lucccfs 
upon the Gentile converts, in bringing them to fubmit to the law, Gal, vi. 13. Whatever 
they might chink of this, they only thereby fubverted their fouls , ABs xv. 24, and perverted 
the gofpel of Chrifl y Gal. i. 7. and fo they gloried in their fame. 4. It is not unlikely from 
the texts cited under the note (f) that they gloried in the gain they made of their converts, 
which ivas. an addition to the flame wherein they gloried: for thus they gloried in ferving 
their own belly, which they made their God. 

( w ) Who mind earthly things.') The earthly things here are of two forts. 1. Their temporal 
gain and advantage. And this there is the more rcalon here to include bccaufe he had juft 

before 




Chap. Ill, 



PHILIPPINES. 

» 

TARAT HRASE. TEXT. 


oar example is mod worthy of imitation:) for 
our courfe of life is taken up about heavenly 
things, in fecuring and preparing for heaven 
(*), from whence alfo we expert the Saviour 

the 


fation is in heaven, from 
whence alfo we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jefus 


NO TB S. 


before faid of them, that their God was their belly. z. Thefe earthly things include the pofi- 
Uve ordinances and ceremonies of the law, about which they were fo much concerned, and 
which were of an earthly nature. This fuits well with this difeourfe, it being obvious, that 
his aim and endeavour before deferibed, was not after earthly but heavenly things, and that 
what he fays of himfeif was with a defign to difparage the contrary behaviour of thefe yudai- 
zers y who were wholly bufied about fuch low earthly matters. But that which efpecially 
forves to determine that this fenfe is to be included, is the comparing what he fays upon the 
fame, argument. Col. iii..i—3. 

zo (#) H ycov yd to '7ro\tTdby.a, \v Kgaivotf vird^ei. For our converfation is in heaven, - ] They 
who have occafion to make ufe of this text, commonly pretend to mend our tranflation, alien¬ 
ing that the word ' 7 ro\ir<djyet fhould not be render’d converfatton y but citizen/bip , And thuft 
Beza , the common French tranflation, and that printed at Mons have render’d it, Diodati 
agrees with ours, but puts citizenfbip in the margin. The Vttlg. Latin , Syriac , Low Dutch , and 
Cajlellio render it as we do. And after all that the criticks have faid upon this matter, I muft 
own I rather prefer our own rendering to the other. It muft be confefled that the word-be¬ 
ing derived from w oA/f a city y it is often ufed to fignify fuch actions as relate to the admi- 
niftration and government of the city or community : but nothing is more common than for 
words in time to come to be ufed in a laxcr and more general fenfe than their etymology will 
account for. This is dearly the cafe in the verb r 7roKiTdLi^eu y which in like manner related 
at fir ft to a civil adminiftration, but was afterwards ufed to fignify any manner of living and 
converfing, and lo it is ufed by St. Paul in this epiftle, Chap. i. 17. Only let your conversion 
he 7 roA/Tei/£e 3 -g, as it hecometh the gofpel of Chrifi. And fo, A&s xxiii. 1. lhave lived 'T«'ToAi- 
T&ytu in all good confcience before God y until this day. And in this fenfe I think ufes the 

word ' 7 to\it<£>u 4 . feci 3 z. of his Oration . ad Gr. Koffy* yiv $ xetAw* cT fc \v ajJ 7 & 

'To^fldLy'L, pceuAok* c The conftitution of the world is good : but the converfation of men in it 

is bad.’ Now the rendering in our tranflation appears to me the beft for thefe reafons. 1. As 
it ftands here in oppofition to the foregoing character, and efpecially the laft part of it, who 
vnnd earthly things. It is moft agreeable therefore to underftand him to deferibe his own cha<* 
ratter as one who minded heavenly things, or whofe ccnverfation was about them. z. This -is 
confirmed by. the parallel place Col. iii. .1, z. For nycov to r 7rohiT<djyA \v Kgyvote voraffX&y 
our converfation is in heaven y will be the fame as ta avco tyivyWy or <p£pvvyiv y We feek or mind 
the things above. 3. This fuits belt with his defign, as he is recommending himfeif to them as 
an example of walking or of ccnverfation y *v. 17. Be followers together of me y and mark them 
that walk^o, as.yehave us for an example : and in this zoth verfe he gives a reafon why they 
fhould follow his example, becaufe it was a very good one : for our converfation, that is our 
walking , is in heaven, And this zoth verfe is clofely connefted with the 17th as appears by 
the or for in the^ beginning of it, v. 18, 19. being to be read in a parenthefis. 4. This 
TTo^lrcvyA iv K&yoiey or converfation in heaven y comprehends briefly all he had faid of himfeif 
v. 10 —-14. and .as in thofe verfeshe gives not the leaft hint of anyallufion to a cittzjenfbip y but 
his whole difeourfe is of the manner of his life and converfation, it is but reafonable to under¬ 
ftand 



PHILIPP IANS. 


TEXT. TARATHRASE. 


i. Chrift : who {hall change 
our vile body, that it may 
be fafhioncd like unto his 
glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is 
able even to fubdue all 
i,things unto himfelf. There¬ 
fore, my brethren, dearly 


(y), the Lord Jefus Chrift, who fhall change 
the low eftate of our bodies (2), that fo they 
may become conformed to that glorious body 
which he now has himfelf; and this he will 
efFe<ft by that power whereby he is able to 
bring all things into an intire fubjedtion to him¬ 
felf (a). Wherefore (b ) 3 my brethren, whom 


Chap. IV; 






I 


NOTES. 

ftand him as fpeaking of that alone in this verfe. But I will not contend, if any are for adhering 
ro the other fenle of irQKiTdbfJtL, which upon the whole really amounts to the fame thing, 

(_y) ’E^ k x} <rajn^. From whence alfo we look for the Saviour.'} If there 

were any danger of a foloecilm by making « to refer to \v ’envois of a different number, ic 
might eafily be avoided by making it relate to ^TrohWdbfJet* And a very good fenle might be 
given of his words thus taken s£ h TroAmJ^al©" ctVsxJ N s^o//£* 3 -ct- But there is no manner of 
need of this, there being a not unufual fyllepfis in the expreifion, like that Luke xxiv. z8. Kctt 
iiyfio'etr us thv KcofJDw % \tto^vovto, where b is for cp* « totk. And that which very much 
confirms this fenfe, is that it fo well agrees with St, Paut s difeourfe elfewhere upon the fame 
argument. See Col. iii. 1—^4. 

z 1 (?.) Os f/.tTct%})[JLA]iGu rl rns Tct'TUvdtreoos nfiooy. Who pall change our vile body.} 

As %»(jcl always fignifies the habit, or outward form of a thing, and not the {ubftance or ef- 
fence of it, I think we arc to underftand the verb here to denotea change only of the firm and 
not of thefubjlance of the bodies of the faints. I think inftead of our vile body , ic would better 
be tranftated, our mean, humble , lowly body. Flefh and blood in their p^efent flate not being fit 
to inherit the kingdom of God, there is a neccflity that the bodies of thofe who {hall inherit it, 
fhould undergo a great change. Such a change will be made in the bodies of the dead faints 
at the refurreftion, when they {hall be raifed incorruptible: but as to the faints who {hall be 
alive at that time, in whofe Name St. Paul here, as likewife 1 Thejf. iv. 15 —17. feems to {peak, 
fince they undergo not fiich a change by the refurreftion, there muft be fomewhat equivalent 
to it, that is, by the mighty power of our Saviour they {hall undergo fuch a change as {hall 
in an inftant qualify them to inherit the kingdom of God. See 1 Cor . xv. 50 — 54. The 
bodies of the faints at prefent, and till that change {hall be made, bear the image of the 
firft Adam , and are in a low and mean condition : but they fhall then bear the image of 
Chrift, the laft, or the fecond Adam , who is the Lord from heaven, 1 Ccr. xv. 45—49. This 
is here expreffed by our body’s being made conformed to his glorious body. 

X_a) According to the working whereby he is able even to fubdue all things unto himfelf ] The fca- 
ibn of his {peaking in this cafe of his fubduing all things to himfelf, is to be fetched from 
1 Cor. xv. 14—16, 54 — 57. according to which death is to be confidcr’d as an enemy, and the 
laft enemy to be conquered ; and fo when this is fubdued, all are fubdued ; and Chrift will 
beftow upon his faints a compleat vittory over it, freeing them for ever from being fubjcdl 
and liable to it. This energy and power is here manifeftly attributed to Chrift, as it is elfo- 
where to God even the Father, 1 G>r. vi. 14. God hath both raifed up tie Lord , and will a If0 
raife up us by his own power. Nor is there the leaft inconfiftencc in thefe aflertions to them that 
read the foiipturcs with any care : for this ample power over all flefh our Saviour received of 
che Father, in order to his giving eternal life to all his difciplcs, John xvii. z. Chrift therefore 
docs it immediately, the Father does it mediately by Chrift, who afts herein by a power and 
authority derived from the Father, whence St. Paul joins thefe two things together, 1 Cor . 
iv. 14. He which raifed up the Lord Jefus , pall raife up us alfo by Jefus. Compare John v. 
15 — 30. St. P aul rightly infers his ability to fubdue death, from his ability to fubdue all things. 

r ( b ) This conciufion of his argument is in t-fteft the fame with that he ufes on the like 
fubjeft, 1 0 >r • xv. 58. and may therefore be compared with it* 

K. CO 
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Chap. IV. 


PHILIPP IANS. 


"PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


I raott affectionately love and long for, and f <*. 

whom I efteem as my joy and crown, continue ftand in the Loi . dj my 
ftedfaft in your adherence to Chrift (c), as I dearly beloved, 
have fct you an example, and you have done 
hitherto, my beloved ( a). 


NOTES. 


(c) Ovrtd \v KVfta* So ftand faft in the Lord .] So muft, I think, neceflarily refer to>. 

his immediately foregoing difcourfe, c So ftand faft as I have exhorted you, follow this my ex- 
c. am ple which I have carneftly recommended to you, and be accordingly folicitous, in fpite of' 

* all the infinuations of fuch as would feduce you, to perfevere in your dependance on Chrift, 

* and to prefs after that ftate of future happinefs which he will fhortly beftow upon his- 

* faints.’ But ftnce the verb may be fuppofed to denote a continued and perfevering pofture, it 
feems not unreafonable to allow that he may herein have a refpeft to their paft behaviour, and 
the ftedfaftnefs for which he had before commended them, Chap. i. 5, 6 , 28, 29. ii. n, 12, 
15, 16. 

(, d) Remarkable is the multitude of words he here ufes, My brethren, dearly beloved, and long¬ 
ed for, ?ny joy and crown , repeating again one of the terms in the end of the verfe, my dearly be¬ 
loved, astho’ he thought he could never apply words enough tq exprefe the greatnefsof his 
love and rendernefs for them.. 




PHILIPPINES. «7 

ch#p. rv. 

SECT. VII. ^ 

CHAP. IV. 2 - 9. 

CO NTE NTS. 

S T. Taal having difpatched the principal {Ubje& of which he de¬ 
sign'd to treat in this epiftle, he here, according to his ufuai 
method, proceeds to give them fome directions, which are addref- 
fed partly to fome particular perfons, as v. 2, 3. and partly to the 
Tbilippians in general, as in the reft of this feCtion. 


TEXT. TARATHRA SE. 


, T Befeech Euodias,and be- 
1 fecch Syntyche,that they 
be of the fame mind in the 
.Lord. And I intreat thee 
alfb, true yoke-fellow, help 


I Exhort Euodia , and I exhort Syntycbe , that 
they be unanimous in the Chriftian doCtrine. 
And I intreat thee alfo, true yoke-fellow (e ), 
to aifift thofe women [Euodia and Syntycbe] 
who have, for the furthering of the gofpel, done 

and 




NOTES, 


3 (*) 'S.vfyyi yvrunt* True yoke fellow*] The fenfe is left doubtful in the paraphrafe, as 
well as in our verfion : many think that the interpretation feveral of the ancient Chriftian 
writers give of this place, and i Cor . ix. is not improbable, namely that St. Paul was a mar¬ 
ried man, and that confequently he here befpeaks his wife. They think it likely that it was a. 
woman whom he defired to afTift the women, Euodia and Syntyche and confequently that he 
then means by ovfyyt his wife. It feems indeed highly improbable, that he fhould here turn 
his difeourfe to EpapbrodituSy who was with him when he wrote the letter, and by whom he 
fent it to the Philippians . Had he defigned him by this expreffion, there can be no reafbn why 
he fhould not have mentioned him by name here as well as before. He that has a mind to fee 
the opinions of the ancients in this matter, may confult the larger cpiflle ad PhiladelphenoSy attri¬ 
buted to Ignatius , fed. 4. and Cotelerius*s notes thereon, as likewife XJfier s difTertation upon his 
cpiftles, Chap, xvii. Many indeed think this opinion is contradicted by St. Paul himfelf^ i Cor . vii. 
7, 8. J would that aU men were even as I my felf: but every man hath his proper gift if Gody one 
after this manner , and another after that . I fay therefore to the unmarried and widows , It is good 
for them if they abide even as I. But they who maintain it, imagine he there fays no more than 
this, That as he could deny himfelf the gratification of that ftace, fo he readily did it for the 
greater furtherance of the gofpel; and that he wifhed that others at that tim« were as in¬ 
different to marriage, as he was to the fociety of his wife, when the ferviceofChrift called him ano¬ 
ther way. For furely it can hardly be thought he fpeaks of an abfblutc feparation from .her ; or 
that his words imply (fuppofinghc had one) that he avoided living with her when he happen’d to 
be at the fame city where fhe relided. Nor is it necelfary for them to deny that during a good 
part of his confinement fhe might have been with him, hotyever now upon the profpect of 

K z fome 
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and fuffered very much together with me and 

Clement y and other my fellow- labourers, whofe 

names 


thofe women which tam¬ 
boured with me in the go- 
fpe), with Clement alio,. 


NOTE s. 


feme fervice file might be able to do among the Philippi am, and perhaps among thofe women 
jq particular who are here mentioned, he had lent hei to them* 

It feems probable to me, that St. Paul was married before his converfion to Christianity. He 
was then a great zealot for the Mofaick law, and the traditions of the elders. Now accord 
ding to their traditions, a man was under the command of marrying from his being fixteen or 
ftventeen years old : but if he was paft twenty, and had not married, he was reckon’d 
to have violated an affirmative precept. See Lightf. Vol. ii. p. 757. And where nature concurs 
with a great zeal for fuch a law, it can hardly be thought marriage would be neglected. It 
is true, there was one cafe wherein they difpenfed with this obligation, and that was, if a man 
was ftudious in the law, and feared marriage, left the care of providing for his wife fliould 
prove a hindrance to him in ftudying the law: but this plea was feldom ufed among them ; nor 
does St. Paul ever give the leaft hint that his zeal for the ftudy of the law had laid fuch a re^ 
llraint upon him, tho’ it is highly probable that had it been true, he would fome where or 
other have brought it in among the reafons he might have alleged why he might more than 
others place a confidence in the flefh, or in a regard to the law of Mofes. It does not there^ 
fore feem probable to me, that, contrary to the cuftom and law of his country, he lived un¬ 
married, till he was thirty years old ; and younger than that he can’t well be fuppofed at his con- 
verfion r for in writing to Philemon about the year 61 or 63, he ftiles himfelf Paul the aged r 
*u. 9. and men don’t ufe to fpeak of themfelves in that manner before they are fixty, and the 
martyrdom of Stephen was but about thirty years before \ fo that he could not well be left than 
about thirty years old at his converfion. But whether he was now a widower, I will not 
determine. 

The antiquity of this interpretation may be an apology for my faying fa much concerning it.' 
Clemens Alex . fays exprefly that St. Paul in one of his epiftles (referring without doubt to this 
place) does not flick, to befpeak his wife, Strom, lib. iii. p. 448, cited alfo by Eufeb . H. E. iii?. 
iii. c. 30. It rauft be own’d that they who embrace this interpretation muft have a recourfe to 
an Attieifm, putting yyfuni for yimaiet* Which whether ’tis to be fuppofed in the apoftle's. 
file may be doubted. 

Tis but reafonable I fhould now offer the reader the beft interpretation of the words, upon 
the contrary foppofition. This true yoke-fe/fow. then may be underftood of the husband of one. 
of the two women before mentioned. And as the apoftle addrefles to each of thofe women 
separately to agree in their fentiments,. it may be thought they had had fome difference, which- 
is no ftrange thing, And who fo proper to reconcile them, and fet them right, as one of their 
h “wnds . The advice he here gives thefe women, ri dvro is the fame he gives the. 

V thppians in general. Chap. ii. 2. where he oppofes it to doing things v. 3. 

an raking it thus-here, it will favour this account. Or fhould (rv?vy 2 here intimate fome 
perlon whom the apoitle chofe more particularly to call his companion or partner, as the word 
fcmetimej lignincs i the prudence and authority of fuch a man might be. very proper in the cafe- 
The ancient Greek commentators thought this was the husband or brother of one of thofo wo¬ 
men. Or again when he lb carncftly recommends to thefe women ri.. dvrb he may, 

be thought not to relped unanimity with each other, but with the reft of the church, in oppo^- 
Ction to the Jpaatzers, who perhaps had been tampering with them (as they are elfewhere re— 
pr.efented to have taken fuch methods) and might have had fome influence upon them* And. 
they being women- of note, and lepucation^ as may be gathered from the. following £arc of the. 

hr ’ ~ yerfe*. 
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•PARAPHRASE. 

names are in the book of life (/), And tho’ you 
‘Philippians in general have many adverfaries, 
who may ftill procure you trouble and fuffcr- 
ing } yet I exhort you all not to be difcouragcd 

thereby, 

NOTES. 

verfe, he might be particularly cicitrous to have them let right. St, Paul may fecfn to twitch 
this macter v^ry tenderly : but by the word <7vhKa.t/.Gdivv which follows with a dative cafe, 
’tis plain he thought they wanted afTihance or advice. And in either of the cafes above men¬ 
tioned, it may be thought that a grave, prudent man, and probably too an officer of the 
church, would be fitter for this province, than a woman. 

(/ ) Qv t<* ovouetja \v (ZiGhcp . Whofe names are in the look of lifei] The allufion is to 
the regillers which are kept of things or perfens in books for that purpofe : and the delign of a- 
book’s being attributed to God, is to fet forth the certain and exaft care which God takes of his 
obedient and faithful fervants, and that he will infallibly remember and reward them. I think 
the exprtflion may well be illufirated from Mai. iii. i6, 17. Then they that feared the Lord 
fpake ojten one to another , and the Lord hearkned and heard it , arid a book of remembrance was 
written bejore i.im for them that feared the Lord y and that thought upon his name, And they [hall 
he mine, faith the Lord oj hefts , in that day when I make up my jewels : or as I think the LXX 
have better render’d it: And they jball be to me, faith the Lord of hofts 3 fcr a peculiar treafure , againjt 
(i'hj; is ;;/) the day which I make , (that is appoint .) From which place we learn two things 
ver' much to our prelent purpofe. i. Who they are whom God regillers in his book, even 
fuch as fear him, and think upon his name. 2. The end of his regiftring them, that he may 
reward them in the day of account. And fo when St. Paul here fays of his fellow-labour¬ 
ers, that their names were in the book of life, he means that he was verily perfuaded they 
were good men, and fuch as God would reward with everlafting life in the other world, 
T don't fuppofe that he pretended to have any ipecial revelation from God concerning their fu¬ 
ture date in particular, but that he herein declared the judgment which he had formed of them, 
from the oblervation he had made of their conduct, When this book is called the book of 
life, as it is frequently ih the Revelation^ as well as here, by life we are to underdand eternal 
life ; and lb to have their names in the book of life is the fame thing with being fuch as lhall 
receive the reward of the heavenly and eternal life ; and thus it is equivalent to the Having their 
names written in heaven , Luke x. £0. or their being written in heaven , fich. xii. 23. that is they 
are inrolled there as perfons who fhall be admitted to the happinefs thereof. ’Tis likely 
that againft the interpreting this paflage of St. Paul from that of the prophet Malachi, two 
things will be objefted. 1. It may be laid that the book of remembrance there Ipoken of, was 
written upon mens fearing the Lord, whereas the book of life was written from the foun¬ 
dation of the world, Rev. xiii. 8, And all that dwell upon the earth jball worjhip him , (the bead} 
whofe names, are not written in the book of life, of the Lamb Jla.n jrom the foundation of the world. 
But as I think they mifiake who liippofe Chrift is here faid to be iTain from the foundation of 
the world, fo the true fenfe of the place I take to be this, AUJb'aU worfiip him whofe names are 
not written in the Jlain Lamb's book of life, which book was written from the foundation of the 
world i I fuppofe th ' is to be underftood, tho* not expreffed, after Z'G Aw £<u'hV.* 

And thus this book is confiderM as a’ regider kept from the beginning of the world, wherein 
good men and the heirs of falvation have from time to time been inrolled which perfectly - 
agrees with the words of Malachl. r. If may be objefted, that this book of life, is that accord-- 
mg to which, nteir lhaH be judged, and that- wbofoo* verjbatf not be found written in tfa book of, life 


TEXT. 

and with other my fellow- 
labourers, whofe names are 
4_in the book of life. Re¬ 
joice in the Lord ahvay ; 
and again I fay. Rejoice. 
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* 





thereby, but rejoice always in the Lord (g), I 
will fay it again (] 7, Rejoice in thefe things. And 
however you fuifer, let your moderation and 
gentlencfs be conspicuous to all men, and par¬ 
ticularly to thofe at whofe hands you fufter : 
and for this you have good reafon, becaufe the 
Lord is at hand, and will fpeedily do you right 
and punifh your adverfaries (b). In the mean 
time, whatever your danger or wants may be, 
don’t diflrad your felves with an anxious care 
about them ; but in every thing, by prayer and 

fuppli- 


Let your moderation be ^ 
known unto all men. The 
Lord is at hand. Be care- 6. 
ful for nothing: but in e- 
very thing by prayer and 
duplication with thankf- 
giving, let your requells be 
made known unto God. 


NOTES. 


flail be raft into the lake of fire, Rev.xx. 15. and therefore it may be thought likely that this 
book of life fhould be of another nature. But to that I anfwer, That hereby is fignified the 
exa&nefs of God’s care of all good men, and that he is therefore reprefented as regiltring every 
cue of them in his book of, life, fo that whoever is not found written therein was not a good ' 
man, or one that feared the Lord, and fo muft be caft into the lake of fire. Betides, when ’tis 
faid the books were opened, and another book was opened which is the book of life , and the dead were 
judged out of thofe things which were written in the books ; it is expretly added, according to their 
works , Rev. xx. n. If it be inquired, Why k this book of life faid to be the Lamb's in fo many 
places in the Revelations, tince according to Malachi and Exod. xxxii, 31. it fhould rather be 
fuppofed to be God the Father’s ? I think the anfwer is eafy ; God has committed all judgment to 
the Son, John v, 10. and fo mufl be underftood together therewith to commit to him the books 
out of which all men fball be judged, and of thefe books the book of life is one, xx. ii. 

4 (&) Xetif/Je lv avfio) Trdvjoji. Rejoice in the Lord alway.] Tho’ the word Xaifuy is fbme- 
times ufed by way of falutation in the new teftament, as Jam. i. 1. z Cor. xiii. 11. yet it is 
more commonly ufed*by St. Paul in that fenfe in which our tranflators have here taken it for 
rejoicing. And both the repetition of it, and the addition of in the Lord, feem to determine it 
to that fenfe in which he had ufed it before. Chap. ii. 18. iii. 1. as an advice. Compare 
1 Thejf. v. 16. where I think his Xettpele 'Ta/Ioje is well render’d as an advice, Rejoice ever more . 
And in the advice he here gives, he feems to have a refpeft to the differing condition, in which 
it appears by other paflages of the epiflle he confider'd them* This is confirm’d by the drain of 
his advice in the three next verfes. 

( i) Tl<£\tv And again 1 fay.] The par aphrafe. follows Caftcllios rendering, Iterum dicam, 
■wmch is certainly more agreeable to the Greek than our own. 

1 Both the parts of this verfe fhow, that he confiders them in a date of perfecution. 
Gentlenejs or meeknefs, (which is the import of rl tmeiKu) was peculiarly fuited hereto; and 
th t iaras being at hand was a proper motive to excite them to bear their fufferings with fuch 
temper. And as the adverfaries againd whom, at lead principally, he incourages them, were 
the Jews, or judaizdng converts, the Lord's being at hand may well enough be interpreted of 
the overthrow which the Lord would fuddenly bring upon the Jews, which by the dedruftion 
of the temple, and the abolifhing of the greated part of the jewtfi fervifce, would in a manner 

put an end to their conteft* as well as be a fignal vengeance taken on the mod virulent enemies 
of the Chniuan caufc. 

6 (») 
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/ 


7. And the peace of God 
which pafleth all under- 
ftanding, fhall keep your 
hearts and minds through 
Chrift Jefus. Finally, bre¬ 
thren, whatfoever things 
are true, whatfoever things 
are honeft , whatfoever 
things are juft, whatfoever 
things are pure, whatfoever 
things are lovely, whatfo¬ 
ever things are of good re¬ 
port ; if there be any ver- 
tue, and if there be any 


fupplication with thankfgiving (J) r commend 
your requefts to God. And then you will find 
that a fenfe of the great advantage of having 
peace with God (k) thro’ Jefus Chrift, which - 
is indeed an advantage that exceeds all ourun- 
derftanding and comprehenfion, will guard 
your hearts and thoughts againft all impreilions 
of diffidence and defpondency. To fum up all, 
brethren, whatfoever things are true and fin- 
cere, whatfoever things are venerable and come¬ 
ly, whatfoever things are juft and righteous 
between man and man, whatfoever things are- 
pure and chaft, whatfoever things are lovely 
and friendly, whatfoever things are of good 
report and generally commended j if there be 

any- 




NOTES. 


6 (0 With thankfgiving.] When he direfts them to join thankfgiving wkh prayer and fup¬ 
plication in their fuffering condition, he feems to have that defign which has been before ta¬ 
ken notice of, even to divert them from the moft frightful view of perfection, and to put them 
in mind, as he does, Chap. i. 29, 30. that their being called hereunto was a gracious vouchfafe- 
raent, for which they ought to be thankful. 

7 (A) The peace of God.} This expreflion is only found in this place and Col. iii. 15, as is ob- 
ferved in the note upon chat text. In both feme underftand it of that peace, or peaceable tem¬ 
per, which God has commanded ; but it feems ftill moft eafy and natural to me to underhand 
it of that peace we have with God, St, Paul i s here arming the Phihppians againft perfection , 
nor could any thing be a greater fupport to them under it, than the peace ot God thus under- 
ftood : for the fenfe of it will make the heavieft arfliftions and preflures fit eafy upon us. 
Having peace viith God thro our Lord Jefus Chrift , vie may viell rejoice in hope of the glory of God ? 
and glory in tribulations : not wiU our hope make us aft anted. [It will be fo far from it, that it 
will fill us with boldnefs and refolucion] vihen the love of God [chat is, the fenfe of his love, 
which is equivalent to the peace of God] is Jbed abroad in our hearts , Rom. v. 1, 2, -3, 5. I grant 
a peaceable and quiet temper will be a fupport and comfort to a man under his troubles, when 
he confiders that he has done nothing to provoke men, and that their fury and wrath againft; 
him is witlput caufe : but this is inconfiderablc in companion of the fupport we fhall have from 
a fenfe of Ood 3 favour, and his being at peace with us. And the commendation here given 
of the peace of God, that it paffeth aUunderftanding, feems to fuit better with this fenfe than the 
other. The fame is, perhaps, confirm’d by that claufc thro ' Jefus Chrift , and that whether it 
be joined with the peace oj God , or with the keeping their hearts and minds. Finally, the con¬ 
nexion here may be thought to lead us to this fenfe. They were under their troubles to caft 
their care upon God by prayer and fupplication with chankfgiving : and when they did fo, the 
peace of God that pafleth ail underftanding would keep their minds j that is by guarding againft;' 
diffidence and dillruft, and committing themfelves to ; and relying upon the favour of God, 
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any virtue or praife that belongs to the Chri- 
ftian inftitution ( 7 ), attend to thefe things. The 
things you have both learned and received, and 
heard of me, and feen in me, thefe do : and fo 
the God of peace fhall be with you (m). 


praife , think on thefe 
things. Thofe things which 9 * 
ye have both learned , 
and received, and heard, 
and feen in me, do : and 
the God of peace fhall be 
with you. 


NOTE S. 


they would be feenre of his Favour, the fenfe of which would make them eafy and happy. I 
own the other fenfe of the peace of God might feem favoured if we fhould go back to v. 5. 
for the connection: but that being more remote, the connexion with v. 6. appears more natu¬ 
ral. 

8 (/) F./ r/i ctfiVh h 77 f 27 TdUp©-, if there be any virtue , and if there be any -praife,'] In 

the paraphrafe ’tis added, That belongs to the chriftian inftitution . The Clerment copy reads here 
& i7ra.il>©- If there be any praife of knowledge , inftead of the Valefian 

readings have TraiS'^.c. t<, with which the Vulg . Latin agrees, reading, if there be any praife of 
difeipline , difeiplin& } as does alfo the Etbiopic and two ancient commentators mention’d by Dr. 
hlills. And had the Syriac render’d this in the fame manner, I fhould have made no doubt that 
St. Paul here added one of thofe words, and moft probably t aicPzias. But the Doctor was 
guilty of an overfight that is very unufual in him, in joining the Syriac with the reft : for thus 
is this claufe there render’d, Whatfoever are works of praife and honour , &c. But fuppofing the 
common reading to be genuine, and that our tranflation is exact, being agreeable thereto ; yet, 
methinks, the next verfe naturally leads us to underftand the apoftle in this fenfe. 

9 (w) The God of peace (ball be with you.] This title, the God of peace , is feveral times ufed 
by St. Pauly when he is difeourfing concerning Chriftians being peaceable, as very proper to 
incourage them to mind the things which make for peace : and it may be thought that this 
fhould lead us to a different fenfe from that before given of the peace of (W, v. 7. But why 
may he not as well be called the God of peace upon the account of his affording us peace with 
himfelf, as he is Ailed the God of all grace , 1 Pet. v. 10. upon the account of all the favours he 
bellows upon us ? Nay, does he not feem to be ftiled the God of peace for this fame reafon, 
Hcb. xiii. io. 1 Theft, v. 15 \ I think therefore we may well take peace in this fenfe both here a 
iad V' 7. 
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CHAP. IV. io-23. 

CONTENTS. 

I N this fe&ion St. Paul exprefles the fatisfa&ion he had in the 
fupply the philippians had fent, and declares the content and 
eafe of his mind in every condition ,• and commending them for 
their liberality, he fends them his good wiflies, and after fome ge¬ 
neral falutations, concludes with his ufual benediction. 


TEXT. 

to ‘X? UT 1 re i oiced in 

□ Lord greatly 5 that 
now at the Taft your care 
of me hath fiourifhed again, 
wherein ye were alfo care¬ 
ful, but ye lacked oppor- 
ti.tunity. Not that I fpeak 
in refpeft of want : for I 
have learned in whatfoever 


PARAPHRASE. 

B UT however I allure you of a blefled re¬ 
ward from God himfelf, when you do 
things worthy of your profellion ,• yet 1 would 
not have you think that I am infenfible of your 
kindnefs. I my felf rejoiced in the Lord great¬ 
ly ( n\ that now at the laft you have revived 
your care for me, as you were alfo careful be¬ 
fore (0) but were prevented {p)> I don’t fay 
that 1 rejoice in the revival of your care for me, 
on the account of my want, tho’ it really re¬ 
quired 


10. 


11 


NOTES. 


10 (ft) I rejoiced in the Lord greatly.'] He ufcs a very skilful way here of commending th« 
generofity of his benefactors; wherein he fignifies not only that they had done their duty, 
but that the Lord had favour’d them by ftirring them up to it, and that they had given him oc- 
cafion of much thankfulnefs to the Lord : which fhows his pious difpofttion, who in fuch things 
took fpecial notice of the Lord’s hand and kindnefs to him. 

(p ) ’Eo’ to Wherein ye were alfo careful .] The expreflion is doubtful, and may 

ftgnify, For whom ye were alfo careful y or elfe it may be taken in the fenfe of our tranilators for 
€p’ to 'ircfyfj.u.Ti eofWHTg, In which matter you were careful: the paraphrafe has accordingly 
left the fenfe doubtful. 

‘ (p) H KAt&cjc ePi. But ye lacked opportunity .] Some think, with St. Chryf)flom y he means, 
‘ You wanted an ability to fupply me ; ’ others with our tranfiators underftand him, c Yc wan- 
c red an opportunity of fending me the fupply you defign’d me/ Either of thefe fen ft s wilt 
perfectly fuit his fcope : but as we are not acquainted with the Philippians circumftances at that 
ume, it may not be eafy to determine, barely from the word here ufed, which fenfe agrees belt 
with the matter of fadt. It is therefore left doubtful by a general term in the paraphrafe, tho* 
I confefs I incline moft to the former fenfe upon the authority of Qfyfyfoftoflii who fays this wa$ 
the eommon way of exprelfing that cafe. 
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quired your afliftance (^). For I have learn d 
to be content with the circumftances I am in, 
whatever they arc. I know how to be in a 
low condition, and I know how to be in a plen¬ 
tiful one: in every place, and among all men, 
am I inftru&ed both to be full and to be hun¬ 
gry, both to abound and to fuffer want. Not 
that I affume this fufficiency to my felf, but I 
attribute it to Chrift, thro’ whom ftrengthen- 
ing me I can do all things. But my content¬ 
ment in my circumftances does not at all leflen 
the commendablenefs of your behaviour, who 
have done well in commiferating and fupplying 
me in my affli&ion. Nor is this the only time 
Wherein you Philippi ans have Ihown your af¬ 
fection to me: for you can’t but remember as 
well as I, that towards the beginning of my 
preaching the gofpel among you (r), when 1 
defigned to depart from Macedonia (j) , no 
church in your country, befide yours, contri¬ 
buted 


Hate I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how I t. 
to be abafed, and I know 
how to abound : every 
where, and in all things I 
am inftructed, both to be 
full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to fuf¬ 
fer need. I can do all 13. 
things through Chrift which 
ftrengtheneth me. Not- 
withftanding, ye have well 
done that ye did commu¬ 
nicate with my affliction. 
Now, ye Philippians, know 1 . 
alfo, that in the beginning 
of the gofpel, when I de~ 


NOTES. 

31 or/ \iya. Not that IJpeak in refpeft of want."] I prefer the ren^ 

dering of Cafiellio , c Neque propter inopiam dico : ’ Nor do I Jpeak upon the account of my want* 
Nor is it uncommon for oti thus ufed to be redundant. He had told them in the verle before, 
that he rejoiced greatly in the revival of their care for him ; and here he prevents their mifta- 
king the true caufe of his joy, 

M (r) Ev to ivayfeKwi In the beginning of the gofpel ] This can’t be underftood of 
the beginning of his preaching the golpel any where at all: for that he had done many years 
before he came to Philippi , or they had had an opportunity of Ihowing their kindnefs to him : 
it muft therefore be underftood of his firft preaching among the Philippians . Compare Chap . i. 5 « 

0 ) Ore eijti tin Met xeJVtaf, When I departed from Macedonia.] The next verle fhows 

that this fhould be render d. When I was departing from Macedonia. TheJfaJonica was it felf in 
^Sacedonia, and therefore he was not departed from Macedonia , when they fent to him in TheJfa¬ 
Jonica .* but he was then about to leave that country, to preach the golpel elfewhere, and lo 
needed alliftance in order to it. 

^ It may not be amilkto add here, that ot« is put for ore and that for 

ttv efI don’t find any have taken notice of this instance of aV omitted in the N# T- 
tho* they produce A 9 t ecv. 11% Korn, ix, 
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parted from Macedonia, no 
church communicated with 
me, as concerning giving 
and receiving, bur ye on- 
16. ty* For even in Theflalo- 
nica ye Tent once and again 
iy t unto my necclfity. Not 
becaufe I dcfire a gift : but 
I defire fruit that may a- 
bound to your account. 
18, But 1 have all, and abound : 
I am full, having received 
of Epaphroditus the things 
which were Cent from you, 
an odour of a fweet fmel), 
a facrifice acceptable, well- 


buted any thing to me (t) : and that even in 1 6 . 
TheJJalonica (ti) you fent once and again a flip- 
ply to me. Nor do I mention all this, (viz. 17; 
my prefent joy, your doing well in fupplying 
me now, and the former inftances of your kind- 
nefs) becaufe I am defirous of a gift from you 
now, or at any time for the fake of the gift it 
felf. But what I defire on all fuch occafions is 
that your religion may produce fuch good fruits 
as may turn to account to you, procuring God’s 
bldfing upon your worldly ftore, and may in¬ 
title you to a future reward (w). But I have 1$. 
all that I want ( x ), and I abound : I am full, ha¬ 
ving received of Epaphrodittis the things 

which 


NOTES. 


(0 O u.ot tKK\»eict tKoivcovt\<rzv els Koyov funae ^ \i pin vpLUi 

church communicated with me , as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. ] It feems not probable 
that St. Paul had here the thought which the Greek commentators fuppofe, their giving their 
carnal things, and receiving his fpiritual things. I think he only fpeaks of giving and recei¬ 
ving carnal things, and his meaning is, c None communicated with me by giving on their part, 
4 and by receiving on mine,’ Like a modefl man, he fpeaks fomewhat darkly of his receiving, 
it being irkfom to one of fo generous a fpirit. 

36 («) Even in ThelTalonica.] St. Paul has defervedly laid an emphafis on this; and ’cis as 
tho’ he had faid, 6 No church in Macedonia befide yours, communicated with me ; no, not the 
4 church of Thejfalonica : nay fb far were they from it, that when I was among them, they let 
c me once and again be fupplied by you.’ As this carries in it a refle&iou upon the Thejfalonians , 
fb it heightens the commendation given of the Philippians. ’Tis therefore a judicious remark 
of St. Chryfojlom upon the place : c This is a great commendation of the Philippians , that when he 
4 refided in the metropolis [ Thejfalonica ] he fhould be fupported by a little city [Philippi']? That St* 
Paul was maintained at Thejfalonica by his own labour, and not their contributions, appears, 
I Thejf. ii. 5, 6, 9. z Thejf. iii, 7, 8, 9. 

17 (it) i defire fruit that may abound io your account.] It may be asked. Was not this to dc¬ 
fire a gift ? 1 think not, but that he is thus to be undorftood, c I am only concern’d for you, 
c that you may bring forth fuch fruit as will turn to account to you : for I defire no gift for 
f my felf for its own fake. 

18 (r) A7 'irduTet. But I have all .] I think our tranflation is good, with which the 
Vulg, Latin agrees, Habeo autem omnia . And thus have we render’d the fame word Matth. vi. 
1, 5. This feems preferable to the rendering of the Syriac and our marginal verfion, / have 
received all , becaufe that is what he mentions afterwards. The fenfe therefore is, c I have all 
f that I want, and more than I want: and for this plentiful condition I am indebted to you, 
- having received from you what Epaphroditus brought me.* 
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which came from you, which are an odouf of a 
fweet fmell, a facrifice acceptable and pleafing 
to God (y). But may my God glorioufly fup- 
ply (2) all your need, (according to his riches, 
or as he is abundantly able to do it) thro Je- 
fus Chrift. Now to our God and Father (a)' be 
glory for ever and ever# Salute all the 

Chri'ftians that are with you. The minifters (b) 
who are with me falute you. All the faints 
falute you, chiefly they who are of Cefars 
houfhold. The favour of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
be with you all. Aw&k. 


pleafing to God. But myip; 
God fnall fupply all your 
need, according to hisriches 
in glory by Chrift Jefus. 

Now unto God, and our io» 
Father, be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. Salute 1 
every faint in Chrift Jefus. 

The brethren which are 
with me, greet you. All zz. 
the faints falute you, chief¬ 
ly they that are of Cifar’s 
houfhold. The grace of 13*. 
our Lord Jefus Chrift be 
with you all. Amen, 


NOTES. 

(y) O ffjJinv \vco£idUi SvaicLV /fijew* ivc£§ iTov 7w 0£w. An odour of a fweet fmell) a facrifo* 
Mcceptable, well-pleafing to Cod. J I think they are too nice, who here fuppofe the apoftle al¬ 
ludes to two things, viz. the odour of incenfe, and the facrifices . Nothing is more common 
than to aferibe the odour of a fweet fmell, ocfwv to the facrifices, Gen , viii. 11. Exod . 

xxix. iS, afo 41. and I think perpetually elfewhere in the LXX, .nor can I find fo.much as 
one place, where that phrafe is ufed concerning the fweet incenfe. Sc. Paul therefore here 
compares their liberality to a facrifice only* the like compatifon being ufed Heb . xiii. 16. And 
’tis thus he fpeaks of the death of Chrift, ufing both thefe exprefllons, tho’ he has not the leaft 
regard to the burning of incenfe, Eph. v. z. 

19 (*,) O 3 0 g 6 f [/.v ‘7rh\)i>Gu<jit. But my God pall fupply.] This is to be underftood in the 
mature of a wifh, or as expreffive of what was the matter of his prayer for them. The Vulgt 
Latin y and many ancient copies and feveral commentators read it in the optative mood 
jao’d/, which feems to be the true reading. See Mills in loc. 

Obferve farther, he fays not our God, but my God, becaufe he is fpeaking of God’s recom- 
penfing to them the kindnefs they had fhown him as his fervant : it was therefore mod proper 
10 mention the relation God ftood in to him, as that would fecufe his regard to thefe who had 
done him good. 

io (a) T& 3 0 s £ jpj JJetjf t rifjLav. Sow unto . God and our Father .J The. £(/.£y our refers ta .. 
both» 0 sG> and rietTfi God and Father ; and therefore it ought to have been render’d as in tht 
paiaphraie. 

zi (6) The brethren.'] Thefe ftand contradiftinguifhed to the faints, v* ZZ, and fo mufl Jig-- 
i^fy.th^ brethren in office, or minifters, as ’tis render’d in the paraphjt afe. 
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GAL. IV. 2i—V. i. 

2 f. TELL me, ye that defire to he under the: 
law, do ye not hear the law ? 

22. For it is written, that Abraham had two 
Jons, dec. 

HIS paflage has been always efteemed to be very obfeure 
I' and difficult: nor have the moft learned commentators 

fl who have written upon it, aimed at much more than the 

abating and leflening fome of the difficulties, there being 
hardly any who pretend to give a full and clear account of the 
whole difeourfe. I hope I {hall incur the milder cenfure with the 
reader who fhall think I fail in the attempt, fince fo many great 
men have done fo before me. Every man who is heartily perfua- 
ded of the truth of Chriftianity, fhould be concerned to do 
what he can to clear and defend the rule of it: and if my mite 
makes little or no addition to the treafury into which ’tis call, 
yet my good-will may deferve fome acceptance. I am the more 
inclined to make this elfay, becaufe I find the enemies of our holy 
religion think this paflage gives them a brave handle to expofe it, 
and to infultthofe who imbrace it j tho’, I think, the moft they can 
pretend is, that St. 'Paul's difeourfe has not hitherto been clearly 
underftood by his friends or enemies, which can be no great wonder, 
fince there are confelledly fome things in his epijlles hard to he un- 

derjiood . 
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derfitod. There is fuchan exaCtnefs and ftrength of reafoning which runs 
thro’ his writings, that one would think modefty fhould teach men 
to fuppofe his argument may be good in a particular place, tho’ they 
are not able to perceive it. We judge thus of other authors, who 
appear to write well: why then fhould the fame equity be only de¬ 
nied to St. 'Paul, and the facred writers ? I am perfuaded, that in¬ 
different judges will not think the worfe of fuch a reafoner as St. 
paul } becaufe his enemies fpeak evil of that in his writings which 
they confefs they do not underhand. Particularly I hardly think a 
late writer would at all have abated the ftrength of his reafoning, 
had he forborn to infult St. Paul for this difcourfe, in the fancied 
abfurdity of which he feems to triumph, and therefore thus clofes 
with it his collection of fuch paflages as he thought would belt ferve 
his turn : c But,’ fays he p. 11. 4 mod divine’ [he fpeaks ironically, 
and means moft weak and childifh] £ is St. Paul's argument in his 
4 epiftle to the Galatians , to prove Chriftianity to the Jews' [he 
fhould have faid, to the Gentile converts of Galatia ] 4 from the 
4 old tcflament. Jell me , fays he, ye that define to be under the 
4 law, &c. fetting down the whole paflage at length. 

BEFORE 1 give my interpretation of the place, it may not 
be amifs to obferve the occafion of it. St. Paul then had been preach¬ 
ing among the Galatians , many of whom he had converted from 
Gentilifm to Chriftianity, and formed into churches, which feemed 
at frft to be very flourifliing : but fome of the JewiJh converts had 
after his departure crept in among them, and fadly feduced them, 
having perfuaded them to fubmit to circumcifion, and the other ri¬ 
tual ordinances of the law of Mcfes , and fo to corrupt chriftianity 
by fuch a wretched mixture of Judaifm with it. The defign of 
the epiftle in general is to convince them of their errour, and to re¬ 
claim them, as the reader may eafily fee, if he confults what Mr. 

."Locke has written on this epiftle. And ’tis evident, that the apoftle 
purfues the fame defign in the argument he ufes in this feCtion. 

THE only thing wherein I apprehend Mr. Locke is defective, is, 
that he feems not to have cleared the fenfe and force of the apoftle’s 
argument in this place j and therefore referring the reader to him for 
the reft, I lhall only indeavour to fupply that defect: and this I fhall 
do by a paraphrafe, which I fhall labour to clear and confirm by 
joining fome notes therewith. 


TEXT. 
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Chap, IV- 


ii, *T T ELLme, ye that de- 
X ^ to be under the 
law,- do ye not hear the 
12,law? For it is written, 
that Abraham had two fbns; 
the one by a bond-maid, 
the other by a free-wo- 
13. man. But he who was 
of the bond-woman, was 
bom after the flefh: but 
he of the free-worn an was 
2,4, by promife. Which things 
are an allegory ; for thefe 
are the two covenants: the 


T ELL me you who would fo fain be under 21 „ 
the law, do you not acquaint your felves' 
with what is in the law, either by reading (a) 
it, or having it read in your aflemblies ? For it %i r 
is written there (Z>), that Abraham had two 
fons, the one, viz. IJhmael, he had by Iiagar , 
who was his fervant or Have, and became his 
concubine or wife j the other, viz. Ifaac , he 
had by Sarah , who was no ilave, but free-born, 
and was Abrahams proper wife. But Ifhmaely 23; 
who was born of Hagar , the bond woman, was 
born ^cording to the ordinary courfe of nature, 
without any fpecial promife made of his birth, 
or any extraordinary interpofition of divine pro¬ 
vidence : but Ifaac, who was born of the free- 
woman Sarah , was born by virtue of a fpecial 
promife, when Abraham and Sarah , according 
to the courfe of nature were part all hopes of 
having any children. "Which things are allego- ,4,; 
riz’d (c) by the prophet Ifaiah , whofe words I 

fhall 


NOTE S. 


21 (<«) Mr. Lockes paraphiafe on this verfe is here tranferibed. He obfervesthat the Vulgar• 
has, after fome Greek Manufcripts read 3 inflead of hear : and accordingly both readings are car 
ken into the paraphrafe. 

zz ( b ) It is written.'} That is, there , in the law, Genefis xvi. 1, if. aftd xxi. r, 2. And 
therefore, as Mr. Locke obferves, the term law in the fore^oin^ verfe muft comprehend the five 
books of Mofes, 

Farther, we may hence learn, that when an hiAory of the old teftament is refer’d to in the 
new, in this manner. It is written , it is not abfolutely neceilary that the very words fet down 
in the citation fhould be found exaftly and formally in the place refer’d to ; *tis fufficient if the 
things that are mentioned were really there declared. Thus it is no where written in the law, 
that Abraham had two fons in thofe very words: but the thing it felf is plainly declared, 
when we have an account, in one place of the law, of the birth of ifimael, and in another of 
the birth of ifaac . Nor is it unuflial to refer to Livy, Herodotus , or any other hiftorian in like 
manner, when we give a fhort account, in our own words, of a matter particularly, and per¬ 
haps largely related by them. By this inftance therefore we may fee, that St, Paul thought it a 

lair and juft citation, if he gave the true fenfe, tho* he did not tranferibe the very word* of his 
author. 

M 00 At/ja €r/p d^yo^fiivet. Which things are an allegory .] The miftaking the meaning 
pi thefe words, has caufed the great difficulty and obfeurity which has perplexed expofitors in. 

1 * giving, 
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TEXT. 


fhall prefcntly recite, (fee ver. 27.) and whofe 
applying them as he does may be very inftrubtive 
to you. Now you are to obferve, that in the 
prophet's allegorizing them, thefe two women, 
fttgar and Sarah, do Yignify the two cove- 

nants 


one from mount Sinai 
which gendereth to bon¬ 
dage, which is Agar. For 


NOTE S. 

Viving an account of St. Paul's argument: and therefore the more care is neceflary in fixing 
the true fenfc of them. 

All the tranliations I have looked into agree with our own in making the hiftory of Abra¬ 
hams Tons to carry in it an allegory, and to be originally intended as fuch. The Syriac has 
thus render’d it, Thefe things are allegories of the two covenants : the Vulg. Latin , which things 
are fpoken by an allegory : Caftellio, which things ftgniff fotfiiwhat elfe : with whom Beza 
agrees, By which fomewhat elfe is reprefented : The Italian verfion of Diodatiy which things 
contain an allegory: the common French iranflation has, which things mujl be underflood allego¬ 
rically : and that of the Mons tcllament, All this is an allegory : the low Dutch y which are things 
that have another meaning . The Arabic and Ethiopic are not to the purpofe. 

An allegory is when one thing is faid and another thing is intended, as Quintilian accounts 
for it, Lib. viii. c . 6. Aliud verbis , aliud fenfu ojtendit . And thus Jothani s parable, Judg. ix. 7. 
and many of our Saviour’s difeourfes in the gofpels are allegories. And in cafe the rendering 
of our Englifb tranllators, or any of chofe but now mentioned, were right, the fenfe of Sc_ 
Paul's words mud be this, c That when we read of thefe two fonsof Abraham, one by a bond- 
c woman, and the other by a free-woman, we are not to fuppofe that rhe plain literal or hillo- 
‘ .rical meaning was the only or chief thing intended : but we mud remember, that there is 
c another more important fenfe which this hifiory does myltically couch and contain in it; and 
c that God originally intended that hereby fhould be prefigured the two covenants.’ And thus 
Mr. Locke underAood it, whofe paraphrafe runs thus, c Thefe things have an allegorical mean- 
c ing, for the two women are the two covenants.’ - 

Now I mud own, that this icnfe feems very difagreeable to me : nor could I acquiefce in it, 
when I was not able to difeover a better ; but concluded that the place was not hitherto right¬ 
ly underAood. 1 wiil not deny, that where the things were in their own nature and principal 
defign, typical, it might well be fuppofed, that what was faid of them might without any 
fh ain or violence be refer’d to the things which they typified. This Items to have been the 
nature and defign of the facrifices, and fome of the ceremonies under the law : and thus particu¬ 
larly the pafchal lamb was typical of Chrijl our paffover who was facrificed for us y 1 Cor . v. 7. 
and therefore it feems not unreafonable to me to allow that what was faid of it, that a bone of it 
fiould not be broken , Exod. x in 46 . Sum. ix. iz. was to be fulfilled in Chrifi, which St, John 
(fuppofing Pf xxxiv. 2.0. does not relate to Chrift) has applied to him, making the flripture to be 
fulfilled , A bone of him pall not be broken y when ChriA’s legs were not broken, as were thofe of 
the two malcfadors who were crucified with him, John xix. 36 . But to make plain and hifto 
rical narrations, fuch as that of the birth of Ipmael and lfaac y which neither in their own 
nature are typical, nor are in the leaf! hinted in the hiftory to be prophetical \ I fay to make 
thefe to be allegories, that is, (in the moft improper fenfe in which thefe expofitors ufe the 
word) to be types, appears to me to be very hard. And tho* the modefty with which, 
I think, the'hoiiy feriptures ought to be treated, may hinder my faying that fuch interpretations 
are never to be allowed ; yet, I think, w r e may fafely fay, we ought, for the fake of the ene- 
aics of our holy religion, to uvQid ap much as poifibls the giving the feriptures fuch a turn by 

oy 
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our interpretations; and nothing but the utmoft neceifity, if there be, as I hope there is not, 
any fuch, foould ever fuffcr us to admit of that way of explaining any particular Texts. 

As to the paflage under confideration, which is perhaps the moft plaufible of any that have 
been ever urged in behalf of fuch kind of interpretations, I do not think the apoftle in the leaft 
defigned to intimate that thefe things were originally intended as an allegory, or, to fpcak 
properly, as a type of the two covenants. I am fatisfied that what we have render’d. Which 
things are an allegory, ought to be thus tranflaced, as it is in the paraphrafe, which things are 
allegorized : and his meaning is, that the prophet ifaiah , whofe words he cites, v. 17. has 
from this hiftory borrowed the terms wherein he hath exprefs’d himfelf in a very fine and noble 
allegory. This rendering is moft exactly grammatical, as our own is not : for dwnyofvfjLtva. 
being a participle paifive, it is very properly render’d allegorized, but very improperly an allego¬ 
ry. Now this alone fets the apoftle’s difeourfe in a quite different light, and offers nothing but 
what is familiar in all languages, and with all authors, viz. by way of allegory to accommodate 
ancient and famous hiftories to their own times, even when they were far from imagining that 
the things allegorized had the leaft relation to, or were at all typical or prophetical of that to 
•which they applied them. I may borrow an inftance to my purpofe from Quintilian in the 
place before cited, where he tells us it was a familiar allegory among the Greeks , to fay, Diotiy- 
fium Corinthi effe, that Dionyfius is at Corinth , the meaning of which is, that a man is fallen from 
a ftate of grandeur to a low and mean condition ; and herein they allegorized the ftory of 
Dionyfius , who having been a king in Sicily , and expelled thence for his tyranny, went to Co¬ 
rinth , ind there for a falary caught fchool \ cho’ no one can imagine chat they who ufed the 
allegory foppofed that Dionyfius, or the change of his fortune, was a type of, or had any other 
relation, than that of refemblance, to the perfbn or circumftances of him to whom they applied 
it. Thus when they faid a man had loofed, or cut the Gordian knot, they meant that he had 
conquered a great difficulty ; or a man had dafh’d againft Scylla, while he indeavour’d to avoid 
Charybdis, they meant that by flriving to avoid one danger he had fallen into another, without 
thinking the old ftories were typical or prophetical of the events to which by an allegory they ac¬ 
commodated them. Thus it became a proverb among the yews. Is Saul alfo among the prophets ? 
i Sam. x. ix. xix. 14. tofignify any thing fudden, unufual, and unexpected, when they fad no 
thought that Saul was a type-or prophetical figure of what happened. 

It will not, I hope, be accounted improper, if I here add anorher famous inftance of an an¬ 
cient hiftory allegorized, fincc it tends, unlefs I am much miftaken, to clear the holy ftriptures. 
We have a relation Gen. xxx. 1, z. of Rachel's great trouble becaufe {he had no children, that 
is, becaufe at that time foe had never brought forth any. This is thus allegorized in the prophe- 
cy of yeremiah, Chap. xxxi. 15. Thus faith the Lord, a voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation 
and bitter weeping : Rachel weepirg fir her children, refufed to be comforted fir her children, becaufe 
they were not. Where the meaning is not, that Rachel's having no children for a long time, 
was typical of the fore deftruCtion, which, at the Babylonifb captivity, befel the poftericy of the 
children foe had afterwards : but by an elegant figure, file that mourned becaufe foe had bom 
no children, is introduced as bitterly bewailing the fad (laughter that was made among the de- 
feendents from her, it being a much greater occafion of grief to bring forth children for deftrui- 
Ction, than not to have any at all. And as the prophet yeremiah has turned that hiftory of Ra¬ 
chel's trouble to an allegory concerning the Babylonifb captivity, fo St. Matthew, borrowing 
the prophet’s words, has turned it to an allegory concerning the (laughter of the infants at Beth¬ 
lehem, Chap. ii. 17, 1 3 . Then was fulfilled that which was fpoken by Jeremy the prophet , faying, 
[The expreflion. Then was fulfilled, tho’ it may be ufed concerning a proper prediction of any 
event, yet it does not certainly import that the words fo cited were fuch a prediction : for no 
more is ncccflariiy implied in them, than that the event may be related in fuch or fuch a pro¬ 
phet’s words ; juft 2s wc fay of a matter which happens, and may be exprefled in a common, 
proverb. The old faying is fulfilled, or, the proverb is come to pafs, tho’ we fuppofe not that it was 
any prediction of what then happens] in Ramah was a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children ((lain by Herod) and would not be comforted, becaufe 
dey are not . Now if the relation of Rachel's forrow for want of children, Gen. xxx. 1, z, be noc 
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notes. 

curely hiftorical, but muft be looked upon as typical and prophetical, becaufe allegorically ap¬ 
plied both by Jeremiah and St. Matthew, it is evident it muft be typical or prophetical of two 
very diftanc events, that are already paft, and may be, for ought we know, of two, or twenty 
more ; nor can any one tell when it will be fully aceomplifhcd. Why may it not as well car¬ 
ry in it a prediction of what befel her pofterity in the time of Vefpafian, Adrian, &c ? I can’t 
therefore but think, that the fuppofing every thing to be originally defigned as an allegory, 
becaufe it may be, or has been allegoriz’d, tends to great confufion, catts a blemifh upon the 
facred hiftory, opens a door for wild enthufiafm, and tends to harden infidels in their preju¬ 
dices againit Chrillianicy. Upon the Whole, I fee no difficulty in allowing that the hiftory of 
Hagar and Sarah , may be allegorized hy the prophet Jfaiah, without fuppofing that either he 
or St. Paul, who took it from him, imagined that it was prophetical of that matter to which it 
was allegorically accommodated : and indeed the~allegorizing it feems to fuppofe it was not 
originally fo intended. And certainly our tranftators by rendering riva. aKhnyofti/jiwct, 
Which things are an aUegory , and underftanding by that expreflion the hiftory of Sarah and Ha~ 
gar y have wrefted the fenfe of the word dwnyofiu, which is never ufed infucha fignification by 
any Greek or Latin writer, except it may bethofe who have been led to it by their mifunderftand- 
ing this paflage. All allegories are tropical expreftions, and nothing is allegorical any farther 
than it is tropical. Even Quintilian himfelf, who carries the notion of it the fartheft of any 
body, foon after his definition before mention’d, where he fays it may confift fine tranjlatione , 
and gives an inftance of it from Virgil', yet in that paflage obferves one trope, on which he 
makes the whole to depend, Menalcas for Virgilius ., Tho’ Vojfius and others won’t allow the 
expreffion to be allegorical, becaufe there is not a continuation of tropes. No hiftory there¬ 
fore, or faft, related in proper terms, and defigned to be underftood fo, can be an allegory,, 
whatever refpeft it may have to fomething elfe ; becaufe an allegory is never cobe underftood li¬ 
terally, but only by way of accommodation and fimilitude. Befides, there is this difference be¬ 
tween a type and an allegory, that the former refpefts fomething future, and the latter fomething 
paft. Had therefore the hiftory of Abraham's two wives in Genefis been defign’d to point out 
fomething future, it would not have been an aUegory there, but a t)pe. This diftinftion be¬ 
tween an aUegory and a type feems to me no fmall exception againft the common explication of 
this paflage. The learned Vojfius appears very fenfible of it, when he fays : c Utitur a.KKwyo- 
1 fiets voce apoftolus Paulus ad Gal. iv. 14. ubi duabus Abrahami uxoribus, Sara & Hagar etKM- 
c yoeutag dicic (ignificari teftamentum V. & N. Ait enim : A t tvd zs-iv d\\nyo£H(Mva, &c. Sed 
«■ hie KctJi.yjii allcgoria pro typo accipicur, quia res veteris teftamenti myftice exponun- 
* tur, falva hifiorice vericate. At rhetoribus etKKnyofict nihil aliud eft, quam modificatarum 
c vocum ccntinuatio.* Infi. Crat. L. iv. c. n. feft. 1. He would not allow this to be an 
allegory, but mifimderftanding the apoftle was obliged to fay he had imfufed the word. 

One thing, I conceive, that has render’d the apofile’s fenfe fo obfeure, is that the words of 
Jfaiah the prophet, w herein he has allegorized thefe matters, is fee at fuch a diftance from the 
aJTertion here, that they are allegorized : for the citation comes in at v. 27. but in this 24th 
verle, together with the 25th and 16th he gives the meaning of the prophet’s allegory, and fo 
prepares his readers for the underftanding the words of the citation, which thereupon follow. 
If this note feems tedious to the reader, *tis hoped he will make allowance for the impor¬ 
tance and neceflary length of it, the fenfe of the whole fe&ion appearing to me indrely to de¬ 
pend upon the true and exaft ftating of the meaning of thefe words. 

( d ) ‘ Avtoj fb earsv ax c/Vo For thefe are the two covenants ,] ’Tis obfeure in the. 

Mrglifi) what the word thefe refers to ; and I belieye mod of our common readers underftand 
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$ . this Agar is mount Sinai in mount Sinai, (it being there made with the 
Arabia, and an wereth to c j 1 £] c j rell Q f jffaeT) and this covenant like a 

bond-woman only produceth {laves (e), accor¬ 
dingly it is in the prophet’s allegory {ignified 
by Hagar . (For that which is allegorized of, 2 
or concerning this Hagar , is mount Sinai in 
Arabia) ( /) and in the allegory anfwers to 

the 


NOTES. 


k thus, that thefe things which are an allegory Ggnify the two covenants : blit the Greek deter¬ 
mines the thefe to fignify the bond-woman and the free-worn an juft before mentioned. Thefe two 
covenants are that of peculiarity with the Jews, and the other the Chriftian covenant made 
with all the world who fubmit to the Mejftah. By thefe two covenants were formed two 
churches or focieties, which are fpoken of and refembled under thefe terms. 

( e ) ’E/f <hv\iioLi? yivvZadL. W-ich gendereth to bondage.'] Sc, Paul here refers to what he had 
feveral times before aiTcrted in this epiftle, that to be under the Mofaick law was to be in a ftate 
of bondage, and confequently that the Jews whofe cafe that was, were in bondage, treated 
like minors or perfons under age, who tho* heirs, yet have no power, nor differ from fervants. 
Concerning which the reader is^ refer d to other parts of the epiftle, and Mr. Locks $ para- 
phrafe and notes. 

z 5 (/) To r/ A y<tf t 2/m grip th *A&t€idL. For this Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia.] 
This paffage has been juftly efteemed obfcure, and has exercifed the skill of the criticks. Our 
own tranliation is certainly wrong. Had St. Paul deligned the fenfe therein expreffed, he 
would probably have faid, 'H j^'A^atf, but 7$ can by 110 means be thus joined with r, Aj/ctf. 
Nor do I fee how the tj can agree with o &*, as tho* the apofrle had faid, t 5 o&s T, Ayctf, 
Sir* fcs'ii'. For to what purpofe can he be understood to mention Hagars being a moun¬ 
tain ? Befides this inftead of fblving one difficulty, really raifes another ; and has accordingly 
fee fome upon fearching for a mountain that was, or might be called Hagar ; tho* I apprehend 
their difeoveries of this nature have been able to fatisfy few befide themfelves. 

This paffage has tried the skill of our great Critick, Dr. Bently , who has given his judgment 
concerning it, p. 96. of his letter to Dr. Mills, publifhed at the end of llijloria Chronica Joanttis 
MalaU. His firft conjecture is, that thofe words 2 /rot o&i grip cv th A^Cict, it mount Sinai 
- in Arabia, are not the apoftle's, but were fomebodies comment written in the margin, w’hich 
afterwards (as it fometimes happens) crept into the text; them therefore he choofes to rejeCh 
This conjecture he apprehends is much countenanced by four MSS. mentioned by Dr. Mills, 
which tho’they retain the words, yet leave out the that follows <riin the common 
reading, as it muft be left out in cafe the other words are rejefted. Then upon the authority 
of the Alexandrian and other MSS. he fuppofes that for to jS Ayetf fhould be read to A^atf, 
and for S 'g fhould be read gThA .JJh }<), and fb the <fg and have mutually changed 

their ficuation.^ Thus then the text will (land according to his conjefture hitherto, to Ayetf 
evroryji th vvv iif\sfct\nfJL, (juto. t«V 7 kweov ojJtTh. And this fb exceedingly 

pleafed Dr. Mills, that he fays, were it not for the unanimous agreement of the copies in the 
other reading, he fhould not doubt to prcnounce it genuine. Prolegom . p. 137. But this reading 
being not every way agreeable; Dr. B. goes farther and perfuades himfelf that St. P<tw/*s wrU 
ting was this, Th Ayetf c ruvoi^H w rcV igp«<r<4A.n^i t \j.vrtiL t&v Tix.vw etuTMf, 

and that the inferting the fuppofed fpurious claufe was the occafion of changing th into tJ and 
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m into tmj there being a manifeft foloccifm ocherwife in the conftruftion. I have given as- 
ihoit an abflraft as I could of that learned writer’s conjecture : but the perufing the whole of 
what he fays will be entertaining to the reader who has any tafte of thefe things. He feems 
not much to have milled St Paul 's fenfe in general; nor would I be averfe to any change of the 
words that would clear the text, provided it refted upon the authority of good MSS, and fo 
fliould be very willing that the molt may be made of the different readings of and But 
fb many alterations as are here made only upon conje&urc, and without the concurrence of 
any one MS. feem to me hardly allowable : nor do I think the doCtor himfelf would abide by 
them, provided a good fenfe could, be put upon .the words without them. Whether I have 
been 5 able to difeover fuch a fenfe, fhall now be fubmicted to the reader’s judgment. 

Thus then I render the two verfes : v. 2,4. Which things are allegorized : for thefe women are 
the two covenants, the one from mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage , which is Hagar, v. 25. 
{for what is allegorized concerning Hagar, is mount Sinai in Arabia) but fie anfwers to Jerufakm 
that new is, for fie is in bondage with her children. When St. Paul fays, which is Hagar, his 
meaning is, that that covenant is fet forth or lignified by Hagar , that is, in ifaiab’s difeourfe : ‘ 
and this he jlluflratcs. in the palTage I have included in a parenthefis, For' what is allegorized 
(namely by the prophet ifaiah ) concerning Hagar, is mount Sinai in Arabia ; and his meaning is, 
that Ifaiah , when he brings in Hagar into his allegorical difeourfe muft thereby point at mount 
Sinai in Arabia ; there being no place belide, that any ways belonged or related to Hagar. 

I will not deny that this fenfe of the words would have been made clear and unavoidable* 
had the apoltle faid, To jS 7A^atf. But as we are to take things as we find them, the only 
quellipn is, whether the words will not bear this fenfe, and whether we have not the like con- 
iiruclion elfewhere. I think we meet with fuch another Heb. xii. 24. Te are come to the blood of 
fprinkhng,. that fpeaketh better things than that of Abel. A/pcet]/ par]/?{/,£, k^itJovol \et\*v}t 
*7rcLg^, tqv ACe\ : or as Grotius fays, the ancient Greeks and the Syriac interpreter read to 
ACi And indeed Oecumenius and Theophylatt both read Tragch 7$. Nor is it improbable 
that Cbyfojiom whom they generally follow, did too : for however the editors have twice re- 
prefented him as reading 'Tra.gfi rlv, yet as he immediately fubjoins in the laft place, Ti cupect 
Ta A£eA \htLKYuri, it.fhould feem likely that he wrote ^rctgfiTo. Concerning the Syriac I doubt 
whether they read ri or rdyj.but this is certain, that if they read they fiippofed it to 
agree with (Wt/ct/zAp, and took A 6 sa to be the genitive cafe : and in either reading the word 
Abel feems to be fb underftood, which makes this to be an exaCt parallel to that in the place 
'4nder con fide rat ion. 

Farther, what he adds after the parenthefis, is intended to fhow that mount Sinai is not thus, 
refer’d to upon the account of thofe who afterwards poflefs’d it, but only upon the account of 
the covenant made there with Ifrael , and fb it muft in the prophet’s allegory fignify the prefent 
literal jerufalem , or the Jews who by rejecting the new covenant, continued frill under-the old 
covenant, made at mount Sinai, and fb might be confider’d, as it were, as generated from 
thence. And farther this Hagar. fitly reprefents Jerufalem or the Jtews : for as me was a bond- 
woman, and her children followed the cafe of their mother, and were not treated by Abraham 
as free-born and made heirs of.what he had, fb ferufalem , or the natural Jews, generated from 
mount Sinai , were not heirs of the new covenant, and the great bleflings promifed to Abra~ 
ham and his fpiritual feed, but continued ftiil in a ftate. of bondage under the law given at 
mount Sinai. 

This account feems to me natural,, unforced, and eafy : but before I proceed I would take 
notice of two things. 

1. That fuppoflng it fhould be thought harfh for want of a pronounto take <P>s\dlei <N (or rather 
f'Hhdjei 3$ which feems to Dr. Bently the truer reading, having the authority of feveral of the beft 
MSS.) as fpoken of Jerufalem , (tho* I believe inftances may be given of the like conftruClion) 
yet this will make no alteration of the fenfe : for if we join this with Hagar , and underftand 
him thus, Fcr Hagar is in bondage with her children , it comes really to the fame thing, Hagar 
then being confider’d as the allegorical mother of the yews, 

1. The 
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z. The other thing I would here take notice of, is the reafon why the prophet Ifaiah, and 
from him St. Paul, rcprefent mount Sinai by Hagar : and when a good account is given of this, 
I hope the whole difcourfe of the apoftle fo far, will be clear and eafy. This has much exerci- 
fed and puzzled expoficors, who have laboured to very little purpofe, befide that cf diverting 
themfelvcs, to dilcovcr fome footfteps of this name’s being given to mount Sinai , or fome place 
in its neighbourhood* from whence it might poilibly receive its denomination, and be called 
Hagar, This has appeared the more ltrangc to many, becaufe Hagar was not of that 
country, but an Egyptian , as vve are allured Gen. xvi. 1. The folution. of this difficulty 
feems to me eafy. Hagar , however flic was her felf an Egyptian, was the mother of 
Ifbmael, who, with his poiterity fettled in Arabia, and particularly in the wildernefs of 
Pavan, Gen, xxi. zi. which was very near mount Sinai: whence the country of her pofte- 
rity, and mount Sinai as a part of it, is denominated from her \ even as her poflerity hav-c 
in feripture their name from her, and are called Hagarites. Thus they arc certainly called 
1 Chron . v. 19, zo, And they made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and Ncphifli, and No¬ 
dab. And they were helped againjl them , and the Hagarites were delivered into their hand- Thefe 
Hagarites were Ifkmaelites , as appears by the mention of Jetitr and Naphifb (for fo it fliould be 
written, as it always is in the Hebrew, and ’tis ((range our tranflators fhould here write it A T e- 
phijb ) which were the Tons of Ijbmael, 1 Chron . i. 31. Gen, 15. 15, Our tranflators have in like 
manner underdood Pfal, lxxxiii. 6. calling them Hagarens : but as the Ijhmaelites are there di- 
ilindly mentioned, and the word may admit a different fenfe, it not being the fame as in the 
Chronicles, I do not infill on it. 

Farther, it lhould not feem ((range, that when St. Paul makes this Hagar to fignify a place- 
or country, he lhould nevcrthelefs reprefent it as having children: for this is familiar in the 
ifile of the holy feriptures, which fee forth the place where men are born, or from whence 
they fpring, as their mother. To give fome iniiances of this nature : Sion is reprefented as a 
woman, Lam , i. 4, 5, 17. nay as a woman travailing and bringing forth children, Ifa . lxvi. 8. 
and accordingly we read of the children of Sion, Pfal, cxlix. 1, Joel . ii. 13. and of the Tons of 
Sion, Lam, iv. 1, and of the daughters of Sion, ifa . iii. 16, 17. and iv. 4. and thus our Saviour 
calls the women who bewailed and lamented him, daughters of Jerufalem, Luke xxiii. 2,8. 
Thus Ezekiel (peaks of Sodojn and her daughters, and of Samaria and her daughters, fee Chap, 
xvi. 44—55. Thus becaufe man is made of the earth, Jcb -(peaks of that as his mother, Chap, i; 
11. Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked pall l return thither, that is to my mo¬ 
ther’s womb, to the earth : which language was familiar with the heathens alfo. I fhall men¬ 
tion one inftance more; but that is, I think, home to my purpofe, Rachel, both by the pro¬ 
phet Jeremiah, and by St. Matthew , in. the places before refer’d to, is brought in as weeping 
for her children. This cannot be meant literally of Rachel, who, being dead fo many ages be¬ 
fore the events fpoken of,, could not be affeded with them : but as Hagar is put for the coun¬ 
try after her time poflefled by her pofterity, not for Egypt her native country *, juft fo is Rachel 
put allegorically not for the place of her birth (for (he was a Syrian) but for the country where 
her poiterity fettled ; and the country’s lamentation for the lofs of its inhabitants 3 is fet forth 
by Rachet s weeping for her children. 

If any one lhould objed againft what has been faid, that the apoftle firft (peaks of Hagar a9 
a woman, and then as a country or mountain ; he may eafily perceive the anfwer, that there 
can be no difficulty in this, when he gives fuch exprefs notice that in the latter cafe he (peaks 
allegorically. Tho’ indeed if he had given no fuch notice at all, he might have been juftified 
by examples taken from the old prophets, wherein, they fpeakof as widely different things un¬ 
der the fame name, without any warning given but what the nature of the things themfelves 
does carry in it. Nothing can be plainer than this in Hof xii. z, 3. The Lord alfo hath a con - 
troverfy with Judah, and willpunijb Jacob, according to his doings will he rtcompence him. He 
took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his Jlrength he had power with God, Where Ja~ 
cob in the former verfe, is the people defeended from Jacob , the Tfraelites : but in the latter ver(e, 

the he which plainly refers to Jacob 9 ig put for the proper or literal Jacob , and not for the pw> 
pje> 
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the prefent literal Jerufalem , for fhe is in bon- 
26. dage with her children : But the fpiritual or hea¬ 
venly Jerufalem (g) is fignified in the prophet s 
allegory by Sarah, the free-woman (IS); and 
this Jerufalcm is the mother of us Gentiles who 
3-7. believe in Chrift (J). For to this purpofe are the 
' ’ words 


Jerufalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with 
her children. But Jerufa- 
lem which is above, is free, 
which is the mother of us 
all. For it is written. Re-17. 


NOTES. 


16 (g) H P '1 ivu IsfK'rrtAi'/t/f Jerufalem which is above.'] ’Tis manifeft that this is 
fpoken m oppoliiion to Jerufalem mentioned before, the Jerufalem that new is, that is the 
earthly yerufalcm> that church or fociety that was formed by the covenant from mount Sinai: 
and fo ic nuift mean the Chrihian church, which was of a more noble and excellent nature, 
being from above, and being heavenly ; to which that palTage does well agree, Heb. xii. 18, 11. 
Te are rot come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire (i, e. mount Sinai ) 
nor unco blacknefs , and darknefs, an.\ iempefi , &c. — But ye are come to mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the Heavenly yerufalem, &c. With which may be compared Rev, iii. 
iz. xxi. 2, 10. And as the two women in the prophet’s allegory are the two covenants, and 
fiagar is put for the firft at mount Sinai, by which the yewijb church was formed, fbthe other 
mult fignify the new covenant, by which the Chriilian church was formed. 

( h ) EAdlG! igy. £5 ‘/V. Is free.] This rendering fpoils St. Paul's difeourfe ; for then he has only 
told us who is meant by Hagar , but not who is meant by Sarah', which is fuch an omifllon as 
Ws not cafy to fuppofe he would be guilty of, efpecially in fb nice a difeourfe as this is: and 
tl crefore ’tis neceilary the pallage fhould be thus render’d. But the Jerufalem above is the free - 
woman, that is, fhe is meant by Sarah. This is very obvious, and has accordingly been obfer- 
ved by Dr. Whitby , Dr. Mills, &c. and the lafb verfe of the chapter does farther confirm it, 
where he draws a conclufion from what he fays in this verfe ; So then, brethren , we are not chil¬ 
dren of the bond-woman, but of the free-woman. 

(/) H tis £ ri fs-njiif* 'ttcLv\w y\(j.oov . Who is the mother of us all,] Mr. Locke in his paraphrafe ex¬ 
plains it thus, c The mother of us all, both yews and Gentiles who believe.’ Tho’ the thing it 
felf be unqueilionably a truth ; yet 1 cannot but accjuiefce in Dr. Mills's judgment, who upon 
the credit of good MSS. of ancient verfions, as particularly the Syriac and Vulg. Latin , and of 
ancient writers and commentators, is for leaving out the r ?rctfjcov, and accordingly I have left 
it out in the paraphrafe : and indeed the difeourfe feems to me beft when it is omitted : for a* 
the apoftle is applying himfelf wholly to converts from among the Gentiles, fb the prophet ifaiah, 
in the palTage refer’d to, and next fet down, fpeaks, at leait chiefly, of the calling of the Gen¬ 
tiles : it therefore feems mod pertinent to his defign to aflert ftrongly that the yerufalem above 
was the mother of the Gentiles who believed, which was the thing in queftion, the other matter, 
that fhe was the mother of the believing yews, being on all hands allowed, and acknowledged. 
And ’tis evident his difeourfe after he had cited the words of the prophet, goes on in this ftrain, 
the we 1/. 28, 31. and the us Chap.v. 1. manifeflly fignifying the Gentiles only. The learned, 
and judicious doctor fuppofes that the Telrjav was at firlt fome perfon’s marginal comment, de¬ 
igned to explain the fenfe of St, Paul, and that thence it crepe into the text in thofe copies 
which read it. If this be allowed, as it feems probable (for I am not pofitive in the matter) it 
may not perhaps be unlikely that he that firft made that comment, took it from St. PauP s words, 
Rom. iv. id. where fpeaking of Abraham, he fays. Who is the father of us ALL, meaning plainly 
■both yews and Gentiles. But I can hardly think that paflage can be pleaded to juflify the copies 

that 
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words of the prophet If at ah, whofe allegory, 
what I have now laid, is defigned to clear and 
explain to you, Chap, liv.i. Rejoice thou Satah, 
who .hadft been barren all that part of thy life 
wherein alone women ufe to be fruitful, break 
out into loud acclamations of joy, thou who 
never till thou was part age, hadft any travailing 
pains: for more numerous are the children of 
Sarah who was defolate and paft hope, than of 
Hagar , who became Ahrahanis wife, and 
bare him a fon when he was according to the 

courfe 

NOTES. 

that read all here in this place in the Galatians , becaufc the apofile’s argument there led him to 
fpeak in that manner, as it fecms not to do here. 

It may not be amils farther to obfcrve concerning this expreilion, wherein Sarah is fpokcn of 
as the mother of the believing Gentiles , that it is very agreeable to other places of fcripture.,? 
which reprefents all the children of God as the children of Abraham , and particularly as Abra¬ 
ham's children by Sarah . The Jews in our Saviour’s time feein to have been fenfible of this : 
whence in their difeourfe with him they pleaded that Abraham was their father, John viii. 39. 
and that God was their father, v. 41. We have one father, even God. Thefe cxprelfions feera to 
have been equivalent with them, as they counted themfelves to be certainly the children of 
God by virtue of their defeent from Abraham , and judged all who were not io defeended to 
he excluded from this privilege. But then they faw there was a necefiity of fomc limitation, 
fince they would never allow the Ifimaelites to be the children of God, tho* they equally with 
themfelves were the pofterity of Abraham ; and therefore they plead in effeft that they were the 
children of Abraham , by Sarah , and not by Hagar. This I think is their meaning, when they 
fay there, We are not born of fornication ; we have one father, even God , So that they really con¬ 
fined the privilege of being the children of God to fuch as were the children of Abraham by 
Sarah. Their miftake was that they only confider’d a fleftily and natural defeent from Abra¬ 
ham, and regarded not the only thing that was abfblutely necefiary, that men mult be the chil¬ 
dren of Abraham by believing. Excepting this mifiake, St. Paul plainly goes upon the fame 
principles, not only here in the Galatians , but likewife Rom . ix. 7—9. Neither becauje they are 
the feed of Abraham, are they all children (for then the Ifimaelites mull have been fo too) hut in 
Ifaac fiall thy feed he called. That is , They which are the children of the fefi, thefe are not the 
children of God. (By which it appears that with St. Paul, as well as the Jews, the children of 
Abraham arc the fame as the children of God) but the children of the promife are counted for the 
feed . Rr this is the word of promife , At this time will I come, and Sarah fiall have a fon. That 
is, they are counted Abrahams feed, and fo the children of God, concerning whom the pro¬ 
mife is made, as it is concerning all believers among the Gentiles , as well as Jews . Thefe are 
his children, not according to the flefti; but are born to him, as ifaac was, according to the 
promife made of his having a fon by Sarah. The reader eafily fees how well this accords with 
his difeourfe here to the Galatians. I can’t but add here a paflage from St. Peter , whofe epi- 
file (as Dr. Whitby has proved in his preface to it) being directed to the Gentile convertsto Chri- 
fiianity, makes it the more to my purpofe. He thus urges the wives among them to be in fub- 

j " jefuo.'i 


TEXT. 

joice thou barren that bear- 
eft not; break forth and 
cry, thou that travailed 
not : for the defolate hath 
many more children than 
£he which hath an. husband. 
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TEXT. 


courfe of nature capable of generating (k). Nowbnthrej, as tn- 1« 
, 8 . Thus you fee how Ijaiah has allegorized thefe “ ™- "*"" d ”“'“ 
things, and reprefented the fpiritual feed oljbra- 
hamj.h$t was by promife, as more numerous, than 
that which was in a courfe of nature. And now 
that 1 may farther purfue his allegory, and 
bring the matter home to our own cafe, we are 
to .remember, my brethren, that we Gentiles 

are 


NOTE S. 

jeftion to their own husbands from the example of Sarah , i Pet . in. 6, Even as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord , whofe daughters ye are as long as ye do well. By which it appears he 
reckoned the Chriftian Gentiles , the children of Sarah , as well as of Abraham , as the Ethio- 
p'nk verfion joins them together, leading here cor for Jjf: but it is therein lingular : and there¬ 
fore I do not mention it as tho’ I made the leaft doubt of the common reading. 

27 ( k ) The words cited by St. Paul , are to be met with Ifa. liv. 1. Nor do I apprehend that 
more is necelfary to fhow how juft and pertinent the citation is, than thefe two things. 1. To 
prove that ifaiah in this- palfage does allegorize the hiftory of Sarah and Hagar , as St. Paul af- 
ierts. 2. To allege the rcafons why we fhould judge, that the prophet’s allegorical difeourfe 
concerning thefe two women, is to be underftood as pointing to the two covenants. If thefe 
two things can be well cleared, the argument here ufed by the apoftle muft appear ftrong and 
convincing to the pprfons to whom it is alleged. For as he does not argue from the hiftory 
of thefe women as delivered in the law, but from the prophet’s allegorizing it, the Galatians 
muft be fatisfied in the prophet’s teftimony ; nor could the Jews who were indeavouring to 
pervert them, have any thing to fay againft it, ftnee they believed Ifaiah to be a prophet, and 
received his writings as infpired : and unlefs we allow his argument here to be good, we muft 
condemn all the appeals that are made in the new teftament, to the teftimonies of any of the 
prophets, I mean of the prophets confider’d as contradiftinguifhed to the law, Luke xvi. 16, 29, I 
ihall therefore indeavour to clear both the fore-mentioned things. And, 

1. It feems plain, the’ Sarah and Hagar are not exprefiy named by the prophet, that yet they 
are the women allegorized by him in this paflage. That fuch allegorical accommodations of 
ancient hiflorics arc agreeable to the prophetick itilc, 1 think cannot be doubted. I have be¬ 
fore had occafion to mention one, viz. that of Rachel in Jeremiah : and there feem to be ma- 
ay in the prophet Ifaiah. One is very plain in the beginning of his prophefy, Chap. i. 10. 
Hear the word of the Lord , ye rulers of Sodom, give ear unto the Jaw if our God 3 ye people of G o- 
iuorrah. Now as this is agreeable to the ftile of the prophets, and here appears to be forae 
allegorical accommodation, I think Sarah and Hagar are the only women who can be meant 
in the prophet s defeription. ’Tis true we meet with inftances of women who in fome things 
refemble thefe : but to none except thefe will all the things here mentioned agree. Thus while 
Peninnah had children, Hannah continued a confidcrable time barren, but afterwards had Samuel 
and other children : and thus fhe expreftes hcrfelf in her fong, 1 Sam . ii. 5. The barren hath 
brought forth feven 3 and fhe that had many children is waxed feeble, -But ’tis not eafy to imagine, 
that this can be alluded to by the prophet. For if it is, the difeourfe muft either relate to 
fbme event about the time of Ifaiah , or elfe to that to which St. Paul applies it. But 
to what event in ifaiah s time, or foon after, can we apply it \ We know very little either of 
Hannah , or of Peninnah' $ pofterity ; nor have we the leaft hint in the feriptuxe of any diftin- 
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#ion made by the providence of God, with reference to thefe two : only it may be obferved 
that however good a man Hannah' s Ion Samuel was, yet his fons were far from being like 
him ; and there is no likelihood that their pofterity were any better than their neighbours, or 
that any fpecial bleffing attended them above others at the return from the Babylonifi captivity. 
On the other hand, fuppoling men to apply this to the fame event S. Paul does, the calling of 
the Gentiles , it will be a ilrange fpirit of perverfenefs and contradi&ion in them to pretend that 
the Gentiles ftiould rather be represented as the children of Hannah , than of Sarah, there being 
lo much foundation for the latter, but none at all for the former. 

Again Rachel was a long time barren, while Leah was fruitful: but then what Ifaiah fays 
was not literally true of them in his time, or any time fince. The pofterity of Leah were al¬ 
ways much more numerous, than thofe of Rachel . Reuben, Simeon, Levi , Judah, Ijfachar , and 
Zebu/on, were ail the fons of Leah ; and the tribe of Judah alone was at leaft near equal to all 
Ifrael: and if to Judah we add the other tribes defcended from Leah, fubdufting them from 
Ifrael ■ the children of Rachel y that is, Ephraim, Manaffeh, and Benjamin can never be fuppo- 
fed comparable in number to the children of Leah. Nor did any thing happen foon after Jfaiah’s 
time that fhould give occalion for a contrary account. Ephraim and Manaffeh were carried 
into their long.captivity before the prophet’s death, from which they never yet returned ; and 
ihould it be fuppofed, that fome of them might return with the Jews at the releafe granted by 
Cyrus ; yet they mult have been comparatively very few, and far from being more numerous 
than the children or pofterity of Leah. So that I think there are no other two women whom 
the prophet can be thought to allegorize, but Sarah and Hagar. And indeed his allegory is 
very fine, when thus underftood of them .* Rejoice thou barren that bearejl not ' y break forth and 
cry thou that tr aval left not : q. d. c How earneftly defirous was Sarah of being a mother ? and 
* how did £he laugh, rejoice, and triumph when at laft ftie had a fon in her old age, after (he 
c had been barren thro 5 all that part of her life, wherein only ftie could reafonably have any 
c hope or expeftation of having children ? (fee Gen . xxi. 6, 7.) but behold, here is an occalion 
‘ fora much more abundant joy and triumph, when ftie is become the mother of fo vaft a po- 
e fterity.’ For the defolate hath many more children y than fie that hath an husband ; that is, She 
that was with refpeft to the'having children, as tho’ fhe had no husband, her husband Abra¬ 
ham being fuperannuated, and as it were dead, and fhe her felf being paft age, and her womb 
as it were dead, hath many mere children , Sec. There are two places which deferve to be com¬ 
pared with this, the fame thing being fpoken of in them. Rom. iv. 19. Being not weak in 
faith,- he [Abraham] confidered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years 
old, neither yet the deadnefs of Sarah’s womb. Hence he calls God’s giving them a fon in thole 
circumftances, his quickening the dead [chat is, Abraham and Sarah , who were in this refpeft as 
dead,] and his calling thofe things which are not , as tho they were . v. 17. The other place is 
■Heb.xi. 11, 11. .Thro' faith alfo Sarah her felf received Jlrength to conceive feed, and was delivered 
of a child when (be was paft age, becaufe fie judged him faithful who had promifed. Therefore 
fprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, fo many as\ the Jlars of the sky for multitude, 
and as the fand which is by the fea fiore innumerable. As therefore a dead husband is 'no 
husband, and Abraham was as good as dead, Sarah is fpoken of as defolate, or as having in a 
manner no husband. And this will give light to the laft words of the verfe. The defolate hath 
■many more children , than (be that hath an husband. Hagar , however a bond-woman, was Abra¬ 
ham's wife, Gen. xvi 3. and h^ her husband : and whereas Sarah is fpoken of as defolate and 
without an husband, when ftie conceived ifaac, becaufe Abraham in the courfe of nature was 
then as good as dead ; the cafe with him being quite the reverfe, when he took Hagar, and had 
Ifimael by her, there being nothing fupernatural in that birth, therefore ftie is faid to have an 
husband. In fhort therefore, the thing allegorized by the prophet is this : that Sarah, who had 
been fo long barren, did at laft by virtue of the promife of God, and his extraordinary 
blelfing, bear a child to fiperannuated Abraham, contrary to the courfe of nature, and became 
the mother of a more numerous pofterity than Hagar was, who had a child by him according 
to the courfe of nature, when he was yet in his ftrength, And by the way, I would here 
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propound it to the confideration of luch as make the fenptures their ftudy, Whether the light 
which the apoftle has here given us into this paiiage of the prophet ifaiah , docs not call a con¬ 
siderable li^ht alio upon Pfal. cxiii. p. and fo lead us into the true defign of that whole Pfalm . 

i 1 anwiext to inquire, what reafon wc have to judge St. Paul has explained this paiiage ac-. 
cording to the original intent and defign cf it. Chriftians who are perfuaded of the apoftle’s 
infpiration will make no doubt of this: but as I am to juftify him in his interpretation, I muft 
allege other confidcrations. Now fuppofing the truth of what has been faid under the former 
head that the women allegorized are Sarah and Hagar , it feems reafonable to allow fuch an 
analogy as St. Paul mentions between thefe women, and the particular event the prophet refers 
to : but I cannot imagine any other event, than that here afligned, that will bear any fuch ana¬ 
logy. If Sarah be the barren woman allegorized, it is reafonable to fuppofe that as (he rejoiced 
in a child of promife, fo the rejoicing the prophet fpeaks of fhould be upon the like account, 
and that this numerous ifiue was born by virtue of fome promife. This mu ft be owned admira¬ 
bly to fit the calling of the Gentiles , which was according to promife. If it be faid that the 
return from the Babylonip captivity, was according to a promife, I grant it : but then I can't 
fee how the reft that is faid can be applied : for who then can be die children of her that has an 
husband, who are faid to be fewer in number ? But in the apoftle’s explication, the analogy is.., 
exaft in both parts of the allegory : for as the Gentiles are the children of promife, fo the un¬ 
believing Jews well anfvver to Ipmael, who was born after the flelh, and not by promife, 
they being the children of Abraham only by a natural or flefhly defeent ; and the converts from 
among the Gentiles were vaftly more numerous than the natural Jews. 

But what I infift on efpecially is how this is brought in, and the place where it ftands in , 
the prophecy,. 5 Tis plain the great event to which the apoftle applies-the paiiage, is the calling 
©f the Gentiles , and that event in fa& followed prefently after the death of Chrift : and if the 
paiiage be underftood to fpeak of the calling of the Gentiles , it could not Hand in a more proper 
place in the whole prophecy, it coming in immediately after the liii. chapter, which all Chri¬ 
ftians know is one of the plained and cleareft prophecies of the death of Chrift of any that we 
have in the whole bible : which is lo evident as to force a late writer to acknowledge that it 
bclongs.to him only, tho’ he has taken much pains to expound away from him a multitude of 
other paftages in that evangelical prophet, which have been generally underftood to be fpoken 
of him. It is remarkable that toward the clofe of that chapter the prophet mentions his feed, 
o. io. When thou {bait make his foul an offering for Jin , he pall fee his feed ; he pall prolong his 
days, and the pleafure of the Lord paHprofper in his hand , He pall fee of the travel of his foul , and pall 
he fatisfied. In fbme of which expreftions the calling of the Gentiles feems to be defigned ; and 
that the meaning is, that however the Jews would hate and defpife him, according to what is 
faid before in the chapter, yet the Gentiles fhould truft in him. Compare Chap. xlix. 3— 7. 
And indeed the author I refer’d to but now, does not Icruple to interpret that paiiage, hepaU 
fee his feed by his feeing c a numerous progeny of faithful believers on his name.’ And in like 
manner he expounds the l^ft , expreflion. He pall fee of the travel of his foul, and be fatisfied ; 
*-Our Saviour Chrift fhall be pleafed to fee fo many thoufands-by his fuffejings faved, and. 

* think them abundantly recompenfed, tho' the benefit redound to others, 5 . Where tho’ he 
does not mention particularly the Gentiles , yet I can ; hardly think he did not intend they 
fliould be included in the numerous progeny of believers , and the many thoufands thatpould he faved 
ly his fufftrings. I think therefore I may very reafonably fuppofe, that the calling of the Gen¬ 
tiles js foretold in that famous prophecy. The laft words of that chapter, after which immedi¬ 
ately follows the verfe cited by the apoftle, feem to me very much to this purpofe. He was 
number d with the tranfgreffors , and bare the fins of many , and made intercejpon for the tranfgref- 
fors. I am fenfjble his making intercejjion for the tranfgreffors is commonly underftood of that 
ftated and continual intercelhon he makes at the l ight hand of God for his people : but that in¬ 
terpretation feems not fo certain, lince the perfons for whom he is reprefented as afting that 
part, are conftantly, as far as I remember, reprefented under another character, as thofe who 
con£ to God by Chrift, Hcb, yii* 1 5, as the eleft of God, or true and fiacere Chriftians, Rom. 
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, promife. But then he 
that was bom after the 
flefhj perfecuted him that 
was born after the fpirit, 


(l) are the children of promife, like as Ifaac 
was. And from that hiftory which the pro- 29 
phet has thus allegorized, you may receive 
fome farther inflru&ion very pertinent to your 
own cafe: for as you fee by it, that he who 
was born after the flelh, perfecuted (m) him 
who was born after the fpirit (#), fo you can¬ 
not 


N O TES. 

viii. 33, 34. Heb.ix. 14. 1 John ii. 1. but thisisthe only place where his intercellion is faid to be 
made/w tranfgrejfors . By the tranfgreflors then we ought perhaps to underftand the Gentiles , 
whom St. Paul calls finneys of the Gentiles, Gal . ii. 15. which opinion of them was both true in 
it fclf, and common among the Jews : and the interceiTion here faid to be made by him for 
thefe linuers of the Gentiles , may be explained from Pfal. ii. 8 . Ask of me , and I JbaUgive thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance y and the tittermoji parts of the earth for thy pojfefjion. Having thi 9 
allowance and direftion from the Father, Chrift no doubt asked, or made intercefllon for theie 
heathen tranfgrelTors who knew not God, and ferved dumb idols, and according to the Fa¬ 
ther's promife, his intcrcdTion was heard, the grant was immediately illued forth,, and the 
heathen in vah numbers became his people, his inheritance, and pofleflion, which was a noble 
fubjcdl and occafion of joy and triumph to the heavenly Jerufalem 3 ®r the true Church of God* 
whole members were fo very few before : and therefore fing O barrerty thou that didjt not bear-y 
&c. 

18 (/) We.'] The we here I think manifeftly relates to the Gentiles ; and it is as tho’ he had 
faid, we Gentiles. St. Paul being the apoftle of the Gentiles , it is very common with him in 
his cpiilles to fuch, to join himfelf with them, as tho’ he were himfelf a Gentile . His meaning 
'is, that as we Gentiles are the children of the heavenly Jerufalem , fignified by Sarahy fo we are 
born in like manner as Ifaac was, by virtue of a divine promife, that is the promife often men¬ 
tioned in the old teftament, that the Gentiles fhould be brought into the Church of God, upon 
which promife Sc, Paul ufes frequently to infill. The inference which he couches in what he 
fays, and which he defigned the Galatians fhould make, is this. That as the fpecial promife 
of God concerning the birth of ifaacy gave him a mighty advantage, and he was conflituted 
heir, when he that was born after the flefh was rejetted from being heir with him ; fo the Gen¬ 
tiles being made the children of Abraham in like manner as Ifaac was, might expert very eminent 
advantages, and particularly they might reckon upon it, according to the words of Ifaiahy 

that they fhouli become more numerous than thofe who were his children only by a.flcfhly 
defeent. 

29 ( m ) Perfecuted .] The only account we have of this perfecution is Gen. xxi, 9. And Sarah 
[aw the fon of Hagar the Egyptian, which fie had born unto Abraham, mocking. Whence we 
may learn that men may be guilty of persecuting, in the apoftle’s apprehenfion, without pra- 
ftifing any open force and violence, when they treat others fcornfiilly and abufively. Nor is it 
hard for men to be really pcrfccutors, when they little imagine they arc fo/ as no doubt the 
Jews in the apoflle s time little thought they were chargeable with fuch a crime, when they 
ufed violence, but fuppoied they were doing God fervice. 

. 00 'Tvivfxa,. Him that was born after the fpirit.] As he that is bom after the fpirit 

in this verfc, and he that was by promife 3 v. 23. both Hand oppofed to him that was born after 
the fefi J they may both be underltood, in the main, to import the fame thing, the extraor- 
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not reafonably wonder that the fame thing 
fhould now happen, and that the Jews , who 
are the feed of Abraham according to the flefti, 
fliould perfecute us Gentiles , who are his fpiri- 
20. tual feed. Now you may judge what will be 
the confequence in the prefent cafe, from what 
you find to have been the confequence then. 
Obferve therefore what fentence prefently fol¬ 
lowed upon IJhmael ’s perfecting Ifaac. Caft 
cut , faith the fcripture, the bond-woman and 
her fon: for the [on of the bond-woman fhall 
not be heir with the fon of the free-woman. 
And in like manner you may conclude, that the 
Jewsy who now perfecute you, fhall be reje¬ 
cted and excluded; and you Gentilesy who are 
21; perfected by them, fhall be the heirs (o). Up¬ 
on the whole you fee by Ifaiahy that we Gen¬ 
tiles are reprefented not as the children of Ha- 
gar, the bond-woman, but as the children of 
Ch.v.i .Sarahy the free-woman. Since therefore we 
have obtained fuch a liberty as this by Chrift, 
do you Galatians continue ftedfaft in it, and do 
not again bring your felves into a ftate of bon¬ 
dage 


even fo it is now. Never- 30, 
theleft, what faith the fcri¬ 
pture \ Caft out the bond- 
woman and her fon : for 
the fon of the bond-woman 
fhall not be heir with the 
fon of the free-woman. So 3 
then, brethren, we are not 
children of the bond-wo¬ 
man, but of the free. Stand i. 
faft therefore in the liberty 


NOTES. 

dinary operation of God in the birth of Ifaac ; to which God obliged himfelf by his promife,. 
and which he executed and accomplifhed by his fpirit, to whom all miraculous operations are 
wont to be attributed, 1 Cor.xii. 7—11. 

30 (0) Whoever compares the words here fet down by St. Paul with Gen . xxi. to. will fee 
that he did not look upon himfelf obliged to tranfcribe exaftly the palTage. The little altera¬ 
tion in the words, not varying at all the fenfe, makes the paflage run the fmoother in his dif- 
courie. See the note (A). His meaning here feems evidently to be this, The prophet ifaiab 
has allegorized the hiftories of Hagar and Ijbmael y of Sarah and Ifaac: fince therefore they 
mull be underftood to carry in them a relemblance of the things in our prefent time to which 
he has accommodated them, we may yet farther purfue the matter, and argue the likenefs of 
the confequence from the likenefs of behaviour in the two cafes. The confequence of Ifomaefs 
perfecting lfaac y was his and his mother’s being caft out of Abraham s family, and his being 
excluded from {haring the inheritance with Ifaac: it is therefore eafy to judge, that the 
falem which now is, and the children of Abraham after the flefti, the j tews of this time, who 
aie by the prophet allegorically fet forth by Hagar and ifimaeL fhall be cut off from Abraham's 
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Differtation on GAL. IV* 
TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


93 

Chap. V. 


wherewith Chriff hath made 
us free, and be not en¬ 
tangled again with the 
yoke of bondage* 


dage (p) by putting your felves under that law 
which was given at mount Sinai , which is a 
yoke of bondage. 


NOTES. 

family, that is, from the church of God, fince they now perfecute the Gentiles , who are, ac¬ 
cording to the fame prophet, become the children of Sarah y or of the heavenly yerufalem. 

Such an arguing, or fuch a comparing of things as this, is always reckoned allowable : nor 
does any one imagine that he who ufes it, efteems the thing from which the argument is drawn, 
to have been any predidion or type of that which is infer'd from it: but it is only a reafoning 
from the like caufes to the like effeds in different cafes, which is certainly ffrong and convincing. 

i ( p) The liberty he urges them to maintain, is a liberty from the bondage of the ceremonial 
law; and this liberty the Gentiles obtained by Chriff. The Galatians indeed had not formerly 
been under the bondage of that law, and fo could not again intangle themfelves therewith; 
but they had been in bondage to falle Gods and to their luffs. His meaning therefore is, thac 
fince they were made free from that bondage they were formerly in, as Gentiles , they would 
not now a fecond time inilave themfelves by fubmitting to the ceremonial law. See Mr. Locke's 
note ( p ) upon Gal. iv. 9. 

But there is another ftnfe in which Tr&kiv is ufed for retrorfum y and perhaps that may better 
fuit this place, and Gal. iv. 9. and fo the meaning here will be, € Don’t by going backward 
f intangle your felves with a yoke of bondage/ 

After I had finiilied, and indeed fent away my papers on this fubjed, I met with the critical 
remarks of a learned writer upon v. 2,4*—2.6. And tho’ upon perufing them I have not percei¬ 
ved any occafion to alter what 1 had written, yet it may be proper here to take fome brief 
notice of what he fays. 

I was pleafed at firff to find a perfon of his judgment did as little as my felf acquiefce in 
Dr. B—’s leaving out by conjedure, sriv \v t h but I was fomewhat 

difappointed afterwards, when I obfervcd that he himfelf doubted the genuinnefs both of them 
and fome others. I hope I have fhown that he is miftaken, when he fays, c The paffage, as it 
c now hands, can neither be defended nor explained ; and that it needs to be mended by a con- 
c jedure/ 

I pafs over his two firff: arguments againft the Dodor, becaufe I don’t find they at all 
affeft my interpretation. Nor is it much concerned in his third, except in one paffage which 
feemed very furprizing. c I can’t, fays he y believe the apolrlc thought or defign’d to fay that 
c the Je<ivijb nation was in bondage. The Arabians , who fprang from Hagar y were miferably 
c inllaved : but the Jews, even at that time, boafted that they enjoyed their own laws, and 
1 were governed by their own kings. As therefore he here, v. z$. fays the Arabians were in 
c bondage, fo when he fays in the end of v» 2,6. Thac Sarah is the mother of us aU y he without 
c doubt intimates, that no one could deny the yews were free/ This is contrary to the ftrain 
of the whole chapter; particularly to the eleven firff verfes, where he proves chat all the 
unbelieving yews were in bondage under the ceremonial law ; and it is with reference to thac 
only that he fpeaks of the metaphorical bondage of the yews , and liberty of Chriftians, in this 
fedion concerning Hagar : for the proper and literal bondage he carries, not, that I can per¬ 
ceive, any farther than Hagar and her foil Ipmael. But whatever the boallings of the yews 
might be, he pofftively affects they were in bondage, not under the Romans , (cho’ that was 
true alfo) but under the elements of the law. And certainly it was very little no St. PauF 9 
purpofe to affert that the Arabians were in bondage : for what could that ffgnify to the Gala~ 

tiatis, whom he cenfures only for their being demons to put themfelves under the ceremonial 

law ? 
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law 1 They fought not to-be in the condition of the Arabians, but of the yews, of whofe fer- 
vitude they were not apprehenfive, and therefore needed to be convinced. 

His fourth argument is. That pict piv, v. 24. ought regularly to be followed by irigy ft, 

- or fome fuch word, v. 26. a;i a reddicion to it. But if this proves any thing againft Dr. B — 1 
or my interpretation (which I don’t grant it does) the utmoit will be only this, that here is an 
inconlidcrable inaccuracy in St. Paul's llile: but then it is what this learned author is forced to 
admit in his own emendation: for he prefently himfelf makes the Hereto be the reddition to 

^ I come now to his way of reading the text, wherein (1.) I agree with him that the beft read¬ 
ing fetms to be JWJh (not J\)- (1.) He next tells us that for to yi A ya,$ he choofes to 

read tocTs ynf, from whence he foppofes fprang the corruption to Arya^, as it is read in 
the Clar. and Gcr. and Alex . MSS, and the Coptic verfion : to which he adds that the Valg. Latin, 
Liefy chins upon Lev. xix. together with yerom, Ambrofe , and all the Latin commentators leave 
out the word Ay £<;. But however the prefent Vnlg. Latin leaves out the name here of hagar , 
yet (nice the Latin verhon of the Clar. and Ger . MSS. retain it. Dr. Mills's opinion is very pro¬ 
bable, that it was in the genuin vulgate verfion, and that it was at firft left out by St. yerom , 
or bv fome body about his time. It feems to me much more likely, that it has been omitted 
bv fuch as did not underftand the meaning of it, than that it has been corruptly added to the 
text : for it is not eafy to imagin with what view any one could make the addition. How¬ 
ever, I muft own the corre&ion is fo handfom and eafy, that I fhould be much inclined to ad¬ 
mit it, if I perceived a necellity of making any alteration at all: but I hope my account has 
made it manifeft that there is no need of any. 

(3.) He next in the claufe, t« vvv IsfKO’c tAtjp)., leaves out the vvv, becaufe, as he fays, the 
Syriac and Arabic verfions do fb. But the truer reafon feems to be, that the retaining it will 
not confift with his next emendation (4) of 1] for w ctV« IscWatAH//. The 


omiilion of vvv is not countenanced by any one Greek MS. the Vulg. Latin has it, and I think he 
is miftaken in faying the Syriac verfion leaves it out. It is true the Syriac has not here the 
word \MoJho] which properly anfwers to vvvj but the reafon feems to be, bccaufe the 

language would not bear that ufe of the adverb in the fenfe of an adje&ive ; as neither will 
our own, whence our tranflators have been forced to render it, Jerufalem which now is, in- 
Head of the now Jerufalem, which would have been very improper Englifb . I can make no 
doubt that the Syriac tranflators found vvv in the Greek copies, from whence they made their 
tranflation, bccaufe they here ufe the demonftrative pronoun \_Hode~] inftead of it, juft in 
the fame manner in which, as far as I can find, they always render vvv when thus ufed, cither 
by [Hono] when the following fubilantive is mafeuline, or by NTtH [Hods'] when feminine. 
I will only refer to a few places w hich occur, in none of which is there the leaft doubt of the 
genuinnefs of the Greek vvv. Thus they render iv t<£ vvv aieovi, Tit . ii. 12: juft as they do ra 
ajuvQ- , Gal i. 4. In like manner Rom. iii. 26. viii. 1 8. xi. $. 2 Cor. viii. 13. 
Eph. ii. 2. j; Tim . vi. 17. and 2 Tim . iv. 10. I confels the Arabic verfion has no word that an¬ 
fwers to vvv, and perhaps tho’ it was in the copy ufed by the tranflators, they might not think 
it necefiary to exprefs it, fince they might foppofe that every one would perceive it could be 
only the literal yerufalem that was oppofed to the yerufalem above, or the heavenly yerufalem , 
Heb. xii. 22. And if that tranflation will weigh any thing in the prefent cale, it will eftablifh 
the common reading diw, and confequently that of vvv alfo. (5.) As I allow a parenthefis 
in this place, the reader may fee how I think it ought to be order’d by what is faid before in the Dif- 
lertation. I fay nothing of the fenfe he puts upon the word ervs'oiyji which he renders conjun- 
frus eft, and thus glofies upon it, c yudea is full of continued mountains, and therefore mount 
* Si wai which began at the red-fea, and extended it felf with one perpetual ridge toward mount 
Sion, might be faid to be joined to yerufalem, efpecially fince they to whom this was faid, 
c lived m very diftant parts of the world.’ 

Suppofing what he here fays of the continuance of mount Sinai to mount Sion were true ; yet 
there needed fome mftance wherein cri/r otyeiv is ufod by a Greek author in that fenfe.. Had he 

produced 
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produced any fuch it would have been more to his purpofe, than the bare rendering of the Vul- 
g/tte 7 which feems to be only an odd guefi at the meaning of a paflage not underltood by the 
tranflators: and there being no doubt that avroiX* * s ' c ^f g enu m reading in the Greek , we muft 
only have recourfe to the tenfe of that word. Now taking it^in the way it is frequently ufed 
for in eadem ferie refj>ondet\ the queftion is how Hagar <rvsoix& c q yerufalem . I think the two > 
fede? here tot be compared ft and thus, according to St. Pauls difeourfe : 

The hiftory in Genefis, The allegory in Ifaiah. 


i. Hagar that hath an husband 
^ generates Ifimael 

3. after the flefr, or according to the courfe 
of nature. 

4., She and her fon ara in bondage. 


I. The. prefent yerufalem, the metropolis, 
or mother city of thofe with whom the 
covenant at mount Sinai was made 3 

1, generates Ifrael 

3. after the flefh, by a flefhly defeent, 

4. She and her children (the natural Ifrael ) 
are in bondage under the law given at 
mount Sinai . 


According to this account Hagar in the hiftory anfwers to the earthly yerufalem in the alle¬ 
gory. But the fenfe that author puts upon the paflage is fo forced and unnatural, and feems io 
foreign to St. Pauls fcope, that I am perfuadedit can do him no fervice in cftablifhinghis conje¬ 
cture. Nor does he himfelf feem well fatisfied with it, flnee he prefently exprefles his doubt 
whether the whole parenthefis, as he has altered it [rod's y& 2/p* o&s \<rh \v tm A^t^iot, 
cruroix* d'i tm U&v<rct\{}[JL] are the apoftle’s words, oran elucidation crept out of the margin 
into the text: nor does he appear to -be without apprehenfions, that after all he has faid, this 
claufe does fbmewhat difturb- the fenfe of the place. His makes it look probable that he has 
not hit upon the true key to St. Poufs meaning : and whether I have fucceeded any better is 
left .to the judgment of the reader. 

The account here given fatisfies me, however I ftiall add the conjecture of a very learned and. 
judicious friend upon the, paflage, which he was firft led to from reading the criticifm laft 
mentioned. And I do it the rather, becaufe it feems to preferve the fenfe of cru^oy^B, and 
keeps nearer to the Greek copies, by retaining the word vuv. The fenfe of the place is this: 
The two oppofite parts of theprophet’s allegory, as explained by St. Paul y mzy be.reprefcnted thus ; 

Verfe 14. Thefe two women are the two covenants : 

1. The one covenant from mount Sinai, Yer. 16. 1. But the other covenant from ferjsi- 

falem. 

1. gendering unto bondage , which is Agar \ z. is the free woman, Sarah, 

(v. z 5. For this mount Sinai is in Arabia , 
and anfwerethy in one part of the allego¬ 
ry, to the city now called Jerujalem , in 
the other) 

3* fi* fie is in bondage with her children 3. who is the mother of ttt-aU» 

The apoftle here propofing to fhow that the two women alluded to by.*the prophet were the 
two covenants, ftrft ftiows where the covenants were delivered, then to which of the wo¬ 
men each of them refered, and laftly how the characters of the women anfwered thofe of the 
covenants. 

The claufo in the parenthefi3 v. z 5. may be con fid er’d chiefly as hiftoricaI,~and defigned to ex* ' 
plain more particularly and folly the different places, wherein the two covenants, alluded to in the 
prophet’s allegory by the two women, were firft delivered. And therefore when the apoftle 
has acquainted the Galatians where mount Sinai was, namely, in Arabia \ he is no lels exa£& 
with refpeft to the other place, expreflmg it hy tm vvv Is? w&hnfr the city now sailed jerufalem. 
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or (as the words may be turned) Jerufalem, as 'tis now called. By which manner of expre/Tion 
he feeras flill to have kept in his view the firft ages of the Vewifi hiftory. For in Abraham's 
time, if we credit Jofephus, this city was the feat of Melchifidec, which Gen. xiv. 18. is called 
Salem, and by Jofephus 2 o Kvpa, Antiq.l i. c. n. And afterward, when the Ifraelites got 
poildlion of Canaan, it was in the hands of the Jebufites, and called Jebufi or Jebus. So Jo- 
Jbua xviii. 28. And Jebufi, which is Jerufalem . And tho’ perhaps the Ifraelites , upon conquer¬ 
ing part of it, might then call that Jerufalem \ yet we find the name Jehus was retained till 
David's time, when he took the calllc, i Chron. xi. 4. And David and all Ifrael went to Jerttfa- 
lem, which is Jehus, where the JeLujites were, the inhabitants of the land. 5. And the inhabi¬ 
tants of Jehus faid to David , thou fbalt not come hither. Neverthelefs David took the cajlle of Sion, 
which is the city of David. 

Indeed the word called is not exprefled in the Greek ; yet it may very fairly be fupplied from a 
like pailage in Herodotus , where that participle is exprefled. For fpeaking of Paris , upon his 
carrying away Helen from Sparta, he fays: 'ATrncvkijau e* To vov K ctvcoCntov kclMv[ nvov rona, 
q y NmAk, L. 11* c. 11$. He arrives at that mouth of the Nile* which is now called Kavafi/jcov. 
The hiflorian had the fame realbn for uflng this manner of expreflion, as the apoftle feems to 
have had with refpeft to Jerufalem ; becaufe that mouth of the Nile had not the name, which 
he here gives it, till feveral years after Paris came thither. For this bafe adion of Paris occa- 
fioned the Trojan war, at the concluhon of which the Spartans returning home were driven to 
this place, where Canobus or Canopus , the pilot of Menalaus , dying, they built a town there, 
and called it by his name, from which that mouth of the river was afterwards denominated. 
Strabo gives this account of the town : K dvoofi©- e^covof/.©- tS MspsActw KvGifvti tv , ^Todceyov- 
I© - ojutcQp L. xvii. Canobus took its name from the pilot of Menelaus, who died there. And 
Tacitus more fully : Germanicus Nilo fubvehebatur, orfus oppido a Canopo. Condidere id Spartani ob 
fepu/tum illic reHorem navis Canopum , qua tempejlate Menelaus, Graeciam repetens , diverfum ad 
mare terramque Lybiam delatus. Ann. 1 . 11. c. 60. Germanicus failed wjr the 'Nile, beginning at 
the town Canopus. This town was built by the Spartans, upon the account of Canopus the pilot, 
who was buried there, when Menelaus, returning to Greece, was carried to a different fea, and the 
coafl of Lybia. *Tis plain from thefe paflages, that Herodotus, by uflng the words Ta vvv Ka.hiv- 
fXivov, deflgned to intimate that the mouth of the Nile, which he calls K clvcoCikqv, had not that 
name at the time he is fpeaking of. And afterwards L . 11. c . i $ 6 . he ufes tm vvv in the fame 
fenfe, not as an adjedive, but with a participle, to denote theprefent time in oppofirion to fome- 
thing before. For fpeaking of Laiona's concealing Apollo from Typhon, he fays, fhe hid him, 
tv tm vvv 'TAaTH teyof/.kvn vrtjcp, in an ifland that is now faid to float \ va eaVn ttAwth, 

but which before did not float, as he had faid juft before, and that the name of it was 
Thefe mftances feem tojuftify the interpreting St. Paul's words in the fame manner. 

But now thole, who firft. underftood this expreflion of the apoftie in a tropieal fenfe, as meant 
' of an earthly Jerufalem, which might agree with mount Sinai, muft needs beat a lofs to recon¬ 
cile this interpretation with the words % J't ei'To IsfuraAfl/*, ac the beginning of v. 26. and there¬ 
fore may reasonably be fuppofed to have changed &ro into oW, in order to make an heavenly 
Jerufalem, which might ftand in oppofition to it, and render the two parts of the allegory con¬ 
fident. Tho in Hebrews xii, 18, 2a. where the fame things are refer’d to, the diliindion is 
made only between the mount that might be touched, or mount Sinai , on the one fide ; and on 
the other, mount Sion, which is likewife there called the heavenly Jerufalem. There is no men¬ 
tion of two Jerufalems, an earthly and heavenly \ or whatsis equivalent, a legal and evangelical. 
And this oppofition between mount Sinai and Jerufalem , as the two places where the Jewip and 
goipel covenants were firft promulgated, is very agreeable to Ifaiah's prophecy, xi. 3. Cut of 
Sjpn pall go forth the law , and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem. Which was afterwards 
apeompliihed both by our Saviour s practice, and what he fays to his apofties, Luke xxiv. 47, That 

vepwtftncc and remiff on of fins flould be preached in his name, among all nations, beginning at Je¬ 
rufalem . 
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As to the word thofe things are {aid <ru<rojy&ry which are (fv^oiyti to one another.' 

Now things are called truro/^A in a double rcfpeft: firft [imply ■> when they follow one an¬ 
other, in the fame dircft line ; as on the contrary thofe are called ct’i'TIso;^ct, which corre- 
fpond to each other in two oppofite lines. So the feveral figures, as they {land one under an-» 
other, in each part of the allegory above mentioned, arc o*uVo/%fit; and thofe that anfwer to 
each other in the oppofite parts are AVTiTOiyA. But things are likewife called GvrotyjL by way 
of analogy : as when any two parts in oppofite lines hold refpedlively the fame rank, in their 
own feries j or have the like relation to their proper fubjeft: fo that the fame things may be 
both avroryjA and dvriroiyAy but under a different confideration. Thus mount Sinai and J^eru- 
falem are dvrWoiyjty as they {land oppoled to each other in the two parts of the allegory ; but 
aurora, kat dUvAhoyiAVy as they have the fame order in their own feries, and denote the 
place, where that covenant, to which they reipeftively refer, was firft delivered. ’Tis there¬ 
fore in this fenfe the apoftle is here fuppofed to fay, that mount Sinai anfwers to Jerufalem. 
And this fignification of ffuroiy©- is mentioned by Alexander, in prim. Topic, tom . n. where he 
fays : Xvroiy^A y.iv yb \iyi]at £AAHAo/f x) to, Qy.oi*>s lyovrA rrfos tivcl, a }y kat‘ dvAKoyxAV 
£ih av % ret, TotewTdy h Xj « at c&tKT/f* iKctTi&v auToov ouoiws cvti Tobf rd to" 

k l t f \ \ ’o ' \"’ \ * / cl *»«../* V « ' \ C 11 j 

V. T r\ V. fiTirMT/il/. il/.r'ra/ii.if • A Ail/If /.I/ — - 3 - — - - — > -- 


f *1/ tft f/tn-ff/e 

the like relation to thofe things •whofe cd^otyjA they are. 

Upon the whole, which ever of thefe interpretations is prefered, I muft profeG that I cannot 
fee that the enemies of Chriftianicy have the leaft occafion to infult or triumph on the atcount of 
this paflage of St. Paul : on the contrary his argument appears to me pertinent and ftrong, and 
his whole difoourfe exceeding lively and beautiful. Nor do I doubt but the like will be found 
■to be the cafe of other at prefent dark and obfeure paflages in the feripture, when it {hall pleafe 
Cod men lhall difcpver the true fenfe of them. 
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MATTH. II. 13,14,15. 

And when they [the wife men] were departed , 
behold , the angel of the Lord appeareth to Jo- 
feph in a dream , faying , Arife, and take the 
young child and his mother , and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until 1 bring thee word : for 
Herod will feek the young child to deftroy him. 
When he arofe , he took the young child and his 
mother by night , and departed into Egypt: and 
was there until the death of Herod : that it 
might be fulfilled which was fpoken of the Lord 
by the prophet , faying > Out of Egypt have I 
Called my fon. 

T H E words here cited are found only in the prophet Hoped 
xi. 1. and unlefs the evangelift cites here that prophet, 
we muft be forced to own that he refers to fome paflage 
of the old teftameut which is loft or fadly corrupted. And 
■Were the difficulty difcover’d only in thefe latter ages, fuch a fup- 
pofition might be more eafily allowed : but fince in Eufebius and 
probably Origen's time, they could difcover no other place in the 
prophets that could be refer’d to, it is certain that the paflage muft 
then have been dropt within the two or three firft centuries, This 
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fuppofition the friends of Chriftianity would gladly avoid, and they 
have therefore defervedly apply’d their induftry to difcover the per¬ 
tinence of the citation. It is not my bufinefs to fhow the weaknefs 
of their attempts, but only to indeavour to advance what may help 
to fatisfy in the cafe j and this I fhall do with all the candour and 
fairnefs I am able, being willing to own my want of light in feveral 
paflages of holy writ, which I think is no difparagement to a man 
who profefles only to be a ftudier thereof: and where I fail I fhall be 
thankful for afliftance from others who are better able to difcern 
the fenfe of the facred writers. 

There is one thing which I think it but fair to take notice of here 
at my fetting out, and that is, that when a text is cited in the man¬ 
ner this is, and it is faid, Such a thing was done EHA T it might he 
fulfilled which was fpoken , I always efteem the paflage cited to be 
a aired prophecy of that particular event, and that it belongs to 
that event, and that only. I acknowledge this fixes upon me a 
difficulty, which they elude who take it for granted that fuch cita-, 
tions are only by way of accommodation. 

Now the great difficulty before us is to fhow how the words of Ho - 
fea xi. i. When Ifrael was a child I loved him , and called my fen out 
of Egypt, can be thought to be intended by the prophet concerning 
Chrift s being called by the angel out of Egypt. The context in 
the prophet will be confider’d as we proceed : he that does not re¬ 
member it, may here in the beginning turn to his bible and take a. 
brief view of it, before he reads on. 

In treating of this argument I defign, 

1. To inquire whether there be no difficulty in the other fcheme 
of explaining the prophet, to fpeak of the departure of the If- 
raelites out of Egypt , under the condud of Mofes. 

2. What may be fuppofed to render the application of the paflage 
to Chrift fo difficult as it has been found. 

3. To give as clear and diftind an account as I can of the fenfe of 
the prophet. 

1. I fhall inquire whether there be no difficulties in the other way 
of explaining the prophet to fpeak of the departure of the Ifraelites 
out of Egypt under the condud of Mofes. If there be any fuch, it is 
but reafonable to balance thefe with thofe of the other interpretation : 
for the truth only lies between thofe who apply them fo, and thofe 
who apply them only to Chrift } in cafe wc fuppofe St. Matthew 
here cites this paflage in Hofea and not forae other text of the olc[ 

O a tefta* 
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teftament now loft. Now tho’ the difficulties I fhall mention are not 
very great in themfelves, yet I think they are worth taking notice 

of. 

1. Then I obferve the cxpreffion or calling Ifrael out of Egypt , is 
as far as I can recolledt iiintfual. The exprelnon which is in a manner 
conftant concerning this, is that God brought them out, Hof. xii. 13. 
Exod. xx. 2. Lev. xxv. 55. T)eut. iv. 20. v. 15. Tfal. lxxx. 8. 
and Ixxxi. 10. So he took them by the hand , to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt , Jerem. xxxi. 3 2. and in this prophet Hofea,, 
chap. xi. 3. he taught Ephraim to go, taking them by the arms. 
And the like ftile is I think perpetual. The reafon of this feems to 
be, becaufe that God is represented as continually attending, and 
condu&ing them in their coming out of Egypt , the fymbol of his 
prefence continually accompanying them ; and therefore as I imagine- 
he is not faid to call them out, which is the action of one at a diftance, 
when he invites or exhorts perfons to come to him, and not of one 
who bears and carries another as God is faid to do his people : but 
the exprellion will well fuit the condition of the infant Chrift, when 
God fent his angel, not to bring him out of Egypt, but to direct his. 
reputed father Jofeph to bring him thence. 

2'. I don’t find the word "ipj which is here render’d a child is ever 
ufed to fignify the Ifraelites in Egypt.. That Ifrael is called God’s 
fon is certain, nay and that a word near a-kin to this pniyj Hof ii,. 
1 j. for youth is to be found thus applied is granted : but the other is 
not,, that I have been able to difeover, fo much as once to be met 
with. This word very properly fignifies a child or an infant, and 
fo might well be ufed of Chrift, but till fome inftance is produced 
of its being ufed of the people of Ifrael in Egypt , the ufe of it here 
may deferveour regard and the rendering of the LXX. is to my 
purpofe, who have Ori vlhridsL I^anA. Here are therefore two 
things in the verfe that are difagreeable to the ftile of all the old 
teftament, if it be underftood of the children of Ifrael but are moft 
exaft and proper if ufed of Chrift as St. Matthew applies it. 

2. 1 fhall next inquire what may be fuppofed to render the appli¬ 
cation of thofe words to Chrift fo difficult. I do not make much 
account of the difficulty fome may apprehend from the name Ifrael 
here ufed, it being clear,, as I think, that this is in the prophet 
Ifaiah, .who was cotemporary with Hofea , the name given to Chrift. 
But: the greateft difficulty feems to me to arife from the obfeurity of 
the whole prophecy. The prophet Hofea lived- and.propheiied for 
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a long time together ; fome reckon fifty year?, and indeed it muft 
be longer rather than fhorter. Now belide the darknefs that is ob- 
ferved in almoft all prophecies, there is fomewhat peculiar in this, 
by reafon we have no dates of the particular prophecies, nor hardly 
any diftinttion whereby we may know where a new vifion begins, 
fo that a miftake in this matter may eafily puzzle us. Befide thefe, 
there is fomewhat very obfeure and puzzling in the very ftile and 
method of this prophet, the taking notice of two particulars where¬ 
of may be perhaps of fervice for explaining the verfe under confide- 
ration. 

i. It feems to'me that this prophet does often change the names 
of places and perfons, which muft render his difeourfe hard to be 
underftood, unlefs much attention be ufed; and even then, it may 
not be eafy always to be fecure what he means. To give fome in- 
ftances of this nature. We find that God by this prophet exprefles 
a very extraordinary deteftation of idolatry, and even of the very 
names of the idols and idolatrous places, and fhows he would not 
have them mentioned; chap. ii. 1 6, 17. Jnd it flail be in that day y 
faith the Lord , that thou flalt call me Ifhi, and flalt call me no 
more Baali. [There was no harm in the word, and it often has the 
fame fignification with Ifli my husband : but as it was fo like to the 
name of the heathen God Baal or Baalim , in deteftation thereof 
he would not have it ufed concerning himfelf.] For I will take away 
the names of Baalim out of her mouthy and they flail no more be re¬ 
member d by their name. Agreeably to this deteftation of idolatry, 
the prophet feems to avoid as much as may be the naming of idols, 
and efpecially the giving any name to the places where they were 
worfhip’d, that imply’d the leaft honour. Thus Bethel being the 
place where Jeroboam fet up one of his idolatrous calves,, and the 
prophet having occafion to inveigh againft it, does not, perhaps, fo 
much as once call it Bethel (which was an honourable name and 
fignified the Houfe of God) when he fpeaks of it in its idolatrous- 
ftate: but he calls it Bethaven the houfe of iniquity or canity y chap,, 
iv. 15. v. 8. x. 5. or Acen, iniquity or vanity , chap. x. 8. Com- 
pare dims v. 5. or Beth-arbel the houfe of the inflating ged , chap, 
x. 14. as I think the fame Bethel is meant thereby. There is one 
place where he ufes Bethel ■, but then it is plain it is when it was not 
in its idolatrous ftate. Chap, am. y He [Jacob] found him in Be¬ 
thel : why he may be thought to ufe it Chap. x. 15. will be inqui- 
xed: afterwards.. 
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I am fenfible there was fuch a place as Beth-aven, which is men¬ 
tioned Jofh. vii. 2. and in feveral other texts, and which was not 
far from ‘Bethel : but that has not hinder’d the generality of interpre¬ 
ters from underftanding Bethel to be meant in Hofea by Beth-aven : 
and indeed the exprefs mention of the cakes at Beth-aven, Chap, 
x. 5. feems to determine it that it muft be fo. Nor can this feem 
ftrange when compared with Chap. i. 4, 5, n. ii. 22. where God 
changes as it were the honourable name of Ifrael , into that of Jez- 
reel. of a fomewhat like found, tho 1 that was likewife the proper 
name of a place, JoJIj. xv. 5 6 . 

I am apt to think the prophecy deals in like manner with the 
names of men. Thus chap. x. 14. Therefore Jhalla tumult arife a- 
jnoj/g thy people, and all thy fortrejfes foall be [polled as Shalman 
[polled Beth-arbel in the day of battel. The LXX. have very 
ftrangely render’d this paffage : ‘ Therefore fhall deftrudion 
* arife among thy people, and all thy fortrelfes fhall ceafe, as 
c prince Salaman [was dejlroyed~\ by the houfe of Jeroboam in 
‘ the day of battel. But it is not eafy to conjedure, who then 
this prince Salaman was, or what deftrudion is meant. It is 
likely, as St. Jerom fays, that they wrote Jerubbaal, ( as it is in 
Grabe's edition) and not Jeroboam , and that they imagined that 
Salaman was the fame as Zalmunna mentioned Judg. viii. and Bf 
lxxxiii. 11. and that by Jerubbaal they intended Gideon , to whom 
that name was given. St. Jerom in the Vulgate tranflation from 
the Hebrew falls in with them, and fays that fignifies the 

fame as But that feems at leaf! uncertain: for tho’ “O Bel 

If a. xlvi. 1. may probably fignify the fame idol-god that was anci¬ 
ently called Baal ■, yet I never find his name written Up¬ 
on the whole I hardly think that interpretation will be ealily recei¬ 
ved. 

By Shalman many modern interpreters underftand Shalmanefer, 
and I think with great probability, from what is faid of him : but 
they hardly pretend to conjedure the reafon why the prophet calls 
him only by one half of his name. What if it fhould be what is here 
fuggefted, in deteftation of fome idol whofe name was Afar or lifer , 
“1Cft ? It was a common pradice among the Jews to bring in the 
name of God into their own names, as in all thofe names that end 
in El, as [Daniel, Ezekiel, &c. or in Job, as lfaiah, Jeremiah , 
&c. The fame was the cuftom of the Babylonians , as is evident 
from Merodach-Baladan, or Efardokempad, and Evil merodach, a 

part 



Differ tat ion on MAT* II* 

part of whofe names \_Merodacb~] was the name of a Babylonijh 
idol, Jcr. 1 . 2. from Nebuchadnezzar or Nabocollajfar , as he is 
called in ‘Ptolemy's canon, from Nabopollajfar , Nabonaffar 3 Nabo- 
naditts , Nebuzaradan and Nebujhasban, and Shamgar-nebo; all 
which are compounded partly of the name of Nebo or Nabo, an idol 
of the ‘Babylonians , Ifa. xlvi. i. which feems to have been a very 
ancient idol among the Moabites and other heathen nations. Numb. 
xxxii. 3 8 . from which probably the mountain where Mofes died, was 
denominated ,• the fame is evident from Belibas , Kigebelus , men¬ 
tioned in Ptolemy's canon, from Beljhazzar , and Beltejhazzar , 
which was the name Nebuchadnezzar gave to ‘Daniel , according to 
the name of his God 3 Dan. iv. 8. Bel being the name of a noted 
idol. It feems probable that the names which were aflumed, were 
fometimes compounded of the names of more idols than one, which 
might be owing partly to their fondnefs for their idols, and partly to 
their being denominated from their parents, in whofe names there was 
a remembrance of fome idol. Thus the names of two idols, Merodach 
and Bel 3 occur in Merodach-Baladan 3 the latter by reafon of his 
father’s name, Baladan 3 tho’ it feems to be a part of his own pro¬ 
per name, and therefore he is called Merodach Baladan 3 the fon of 
Baladan. Ifa. xxxix. i. 2 Kings xx. 12. 

And if iJfN was the name of an idol, as is highly probable, the 
fame is to be feen in the names Nabonajfar , Nebuchadnezzar , Na¬ 
bopollajfar , Beljhazzar , Beltejhazzar , and Nergaljharezer. It 
does not feem unlikely that of the Babylonians and TON of the 
JJJyrians 3 were names of the fame heathen God, tho’ fomewhat 
differently founded according to their different dialedts, and fo Shal- 
tnanefar 3 Efarhaddon 3 and Dglath pilefer , might receive their 
names partly from his. It is remarkable that in Ptolemy's canon 
Efar in EJarhaddon is fpelt juft in the fame manner as the termina¬ 
tion of the Babylonian names *isk, for he is called Jjfaradinus 3 as 
the others end in ajfar, as Nabocollajfar , &c. and d being both 
litter£ Jibilantes & ejufdem organi 3 the found of them was near 
a-kin, and they might eafily be writ for one another, and it fhould 
feem that the dfjyrians were not utter ftrangers to the Babylonian 
way of pronunciation in this cafe: for in the name of one of Sennache¬ 
rib's fons, Sharezer 3 the termination is iJftt, and it is probable he 
denominated his fons Sharezer and Efarhaddon from an idol as well 
as his other fon Adrammelech 3 which was. the name of one of the 
gods of Sepbarvaim 3 2 Kings xvii, 31. Now if we fuppofe this to 
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be the cafe that IDK was the name of an idol, and Shalmctnefef s 
name is partly compounded of that, it is perhaps no unrcafonable 
conjecture from the {train of the prophecy, that Hofea left out the 
name of the idol to lignify his deteftation of it, and fo called him 
only by the beginning of his name Shalmcin. 

I have been ready to fufpeCt, that for the like reafon the prophet 
jjofea has left out one part of the name of Sennacherib , and called 
him only by the latter part of his name Jareb y Chap. v. 13. x. 6. 

It is true there is the Jod then wanting in Sennacherib : but if wc 
may judge of the Jjjyrians by the Jews , that is no great matter, 
lince they left out the letter Jod fometimes in the beginning of a 
proper name. So he that is called Je coni ah , 1 Chron. iii. 1 6, 17. 
Jeretn. xxiv. 1. is called Coniahy Jerem . xxii. 24, 28. Nor do 
I think it any material objection againft this inftance that all the 
verlions except the 'Targum read here Jeconiahy and not Coni- 
ahy lince ’tis certain that Jeconiah is the perfon intended, and 
the tranflators might think it enough for them to call him by his 
more ordinary name. However that there may be no doubt about 
their practice, I will add three inftances more. JoJhua the fon of 
Nun is called ytPin, Nmn. xiii. 8. and frequently ytniT. It is true 
Mofes is faid to have called him fo, Num. xiii. 1 6. But it is obfer- 
vable that he is called fo before Mofes is faid to have done this, 
Exod. xvii. 9. and what is more to the purpofe, after Mofes had 
called him fo, and a little before his own death, he drops the Jod 
in his name, T)eut. xxxii. 44. and calls him Hojhea. Thus again,' 
he who is called jpjp 1 Chron. i. 42. is called fpjr Gen. xxxvi. 27. 
Nor do I think this to be any fault of the tranferiber, it being not 
unufual, as I fuppofe, to prefix or omit the Jod. Thus king Heze - 
hub's name is commonly written llrpTH or frpin, 2 Kings xviii. 
1, 10, 14, 15. but very often has it a Jod prefixed in the books of 
the Chronicles , and he is called llrpTH’ 1 Chron. iv. 41. 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 27. xxix. 3 6. xxxi. 9, ao. xxxii. 22—26, 30. Nor is this 
any error of the tranferiber in thofe books, lince we find his name 
in like manner written If a. i. 1. and n*pTft } Hof. \. 1. Mic. i. 1. And 
if a Jod was fo ealily added or left out in a proper name by it felfj 
much more may we fuppofe it might drop in compofition. How¬ 
ever that may be uncertain, there feems little reafon to doubt that 
Shalman is the fame with Sbalmanefer : and that being fuppoled, it 
may well be thought that Eetbarbel is, like Hethaven y a feigned 
name and ufed by way of reproach, and that it fignifies the houfe of 
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the infnaring God, as the calf at Bethel was no doubt a fnare to the 
■children of Ifrael. Interpreters are at a lofs to find fuch a place as 
Beth-arbel\ or to find any hint of Shalmanefer s fpoiling it: but if 
we take this method of explaining the prophet, agreeably to his own 
ftile, all the difficulty presently vanishes: for there can be no reafon 
to doubt of Shalmanefer's fpoiling ‘Bethel, fince we find 2 Kings 
xvii. 28. that when the new colony, planted in Samaria by Shal- 
manefer , wanted one to inftruft them in the manner of worfhiping 
the God of the country, he thereupon fent one of the priefts, who 
came and dwelt in Bethel; and confequently Bethel had before been 
conquered by him. 

2. Another thing which renders this prophet very obfeure, is that 
he does not always difpatch and make an end of one fubjeft before 
he undertakes another, but fometimes purfues two together, inter¬ 
changeably and alternately treating of each, much in the fame man¬ 
ner as I have obferved St. ‘Paul does in part of the fecond and 
third chapters to the Colojfians. Every one muft perceive how in¬ 
tricate fuch a procedure renders any difeourfe. And as I take this 
to be an obfervation of great confequence in fixing the fenfe of Chap. 
xi. 1. under confideration, Ifhall indeavour to make it plain, by an 
undoubted inftance, that this obfervation is juft. I will not pretend 
to give the reafon why it pleafed God, to direct the prophet to 
write in this manner ,* I only appeal to matter of fait that thus it is. 
All that I fhall fuggeft is, that perhaps as God defigned the pro¬ 
phecy of Chrift’s being called out of Egypt fhould be obfeured by 
fuch a method (fuppofing the fame is to be found there, of which af¬ 
terward) the other which is more plain and clear fhould ferve as a 
key, to that which is of greater importance. I don’t think it need¬ 
ful here to make a long differtation, or many remarks to prove that 
the prophet writes in this manner in the place I now refer to, and 
fhall fet before the reader. All that I fhall do, is to take afunder 
what he fays upon the two fubje&s, and fet them in diftind co¬ 
lumns, and leave it to the reader’s judgment whether it be not evi¬ 
dent that the parts in each column are to be joined together as clofe- 
ly as tho’ nothing had intervened. The place of the prophet I fpeak 
of is Hof xi. 12. xii. 1.—— 



I0 5 



io 6 


Differtation on MAT. II. 

‘The prophet HofeaV difcourfe The prophet's difcourfe concerning 
concerning the children of Ifracl Jacob, perfonally and not norl¬ 
and Judah. tionally conftder'd .. 

CHAP. XI. 

Ephraim compafleth me about 
with lies, and the houfe of IJrael 
with deceit: but Judah yet ru— 
leth with God, and is faithful 
with the faints. Ephraim feed- 
eth on wind, and followeth after 
the eaft wind: he daily increafeth 
lies and defolation, and they do- 
make a covenant with the djfy- 
riansy and oil is carried into £- • 

&> gypt. The Lord hath alfo a con* 
troverfy with Judah, and wilt 
punifli Jacob [that is the whole 
houfe of Jacob both Ifrael and 
Judab~\ according to his ways* 
according to his doings will, he 
reeompenfe him.. 

He [Jacob perfonally confider- 
ed] took his brother by the heel 
in the womb, and by his ftrength 
he had power with God. Yea 4 ; 
he had power over the angel: he 
wept and made application unto 
him : he found him in 'Bethel , and 
there he fpake with us. Even 
the Lord God of hoft$,.the Lord 
* is his memorial. 

S* Therefore turn thofi td thy 
God: keep mercy and judgment, 
and wait on thy God continually. 
if> He is a merchant, the balances 
of deceit are in his hand: he lo¬ 
ft. veth to opprefs. And Ephraim 

laid. 
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Concerning Ifrael and Judah. Concerning Jacob perfonally. 


faid, yet I am become rich, I 
have found me out fubftance: in 
all my labours they lhall find no 
s. iniquity in me that were fin. And 
I that am the Lord thy God from 
the land of Egypt> will yet make 
thee to dwell in tabernacles, as 
in the day of the folemn feaft. I 
i*o. have alfo fpoken by the prophets, 
and I have multiplied vihons, and 
ufed fimilitudes by the prophets. 
In. Is there iniquity in Gilead? Sure¬ 
ly they are vanity, they facrifice 
bullocks in Qilgal; yea, their al¬ 
tars are as heaps in the furrows 
of the field. 


<$. And by a prophet the Lord 
brought Ifrael out of Egypt [re¬ 
ferring to what he had laid 0.9.] 
and by a prophet was he prefer- 
T4. ved. Ephraim provoked him to 
anger moil bitterly, dye. 


And Jacob fled into the court= 
try of Syria , and Ifrael ferved 
for a wife, and for a wife he kept 
fheep. 


Let any confederate reader judge whether as I have reprefented 
his difcourfe, <v. 6 . is not to be joined with <v. 2. and fb 01 the reft 
of each column, and whether there be any tolerable fenfe or con- 
nedtion if you join what is in one column with what follows in the 
other. I avoid making any critical remarks upon the place, and 
have therefore followed our tranflation. My bufinefs is not to treat 
of this paffage, any farther than barely to fhow that fuch a manager 
ment as I mentioned is certainly to be found in it. 

Thefe things being thus preraifed, I come now, 3. To give as 
clear and diftindt an account as I can of that paffage in the prophet 

. Pi yrhich 
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which St. Matthew cites. Now as I here take the difcourfe to be 
alternate, I fhall take the parts afunder, and place them, as before, 
in two columns, and then add fome obfervations to confirm this ac¬ 
count. I fhall begin no farther back than chap. x. 14. 

‘The part relating to the people of 2 'he part relating to Chrift * 

Ifrael and Judah. 

Therefore fhall a tumult arife 
among thy people, and all thy 
fortreifes fhall be fpoiled, as Shal- 
man fpoiled Beth-arbel in the day 
of battel : the mother was dafhed 
in pieces upon [or with~\ her chil¬ 
dren. So fhall Bethel do unto 
you becaufe of your great wickedr 
nefs. 

In the morning [that is, in his 
youth] fhall the king of Ifrael be 
certainly cut off. Becaufe Ifrael 1. 
was a child, and I loved him, 
therefore out of Egypt have I 
called my Ton; 

'As they [the prophets] called 
them, fo 'they went from them: 
they facrificed to Baalim, and 
burnt incenfe to graven images. 

I taught Ephraim alfo to go,, 
taking them by their arms, but 
they knew not that I healed them. 

I drew them with the cords of a - 

man, with bands of love, and I 

was to them as they that take off 

the yoke on their jaws, and I 

laid meat to them. 

He fhall not return into the* 
land of Egypt, nor fhall the Jf- 
fyrian be his king. NB. 


Becaufe 




Differ tat ion on MAT. II. 

The part relating to Ifrael 
and Judah. 

Becaufe they refufed to return, 

6 . therefore fhall the fword abide 
on his cities, and confume his 
bars, and devour them becaufe of 
their own counfels, Cfa¬ 
it is to be obferved that this prophecy was probably delivered after - 
the captivity of the ten tribes. 

If the paflage that fpeaks of Shalman means Shalmanefer 3 and 
the prophet does not fpeak there, of a future event, but illuftrates 
his threatning by a known judgment lately executed and freili in 
their memories (as feems mod likely) then it is unqueftionable that 
the prophecy muft be after that captivity ,• and there are other paf- 
lages that may feem to confirm the- fame thing, Chap, x. 7. If this 
be allowed, we may well fuppofe that fome things here mentioned 
may concern Judah and fome Ifrael 3 as they are juft before diftin— 
guifhed v. 10, 11. and fince the fpoiling of Ifrael is fpoken of as 
already paft, it may reafonably be thought that Chap . x. 14, 15. is 
a threatning particularly againft Judah: and that God here declares 
that he would as forely punifh Judah 3 as he had already punifhed- 
Ifrael, It will be here objected that the mention of Bethel 3 <v. 15. 
will not allow this: So Jhall Bethel do unto you becaufe of your great 
•wickednefs. And were indeed ’Bethel to be underftood of the city 
where the calf was worfhip’d, this objection would be unanfwera- 
ble. But fince this prophet in fpeaking of that place never once 
vouchfafes to give it the honourable name of Bethel , when he fpeaks 
of it as a place of idolatry, but always mentions it under fome re¬ 
proachful name j it is not unreafonable that we fhould inquire whe¬ 
ther he may not here defign fomewhat elfe by Bethel, Now it 
feems to me moft likely that Bethel is not here nomen proprium 3 but 
appellativum , and that by Bethel we are to underftand the houfe of 
God at Jerufalem. 1 am fenfible that when the temple is fpoken 
of as the houfe of God, it is commonly called D\ h i^RJT D'3 or 
ira, but it may as properly be called no, and-fo the tem¬ 
ple at Jerufalem is at leaft once called Zech. vii. a. What I con¬ 
ceive is meant by the threatning, is that the temple at Jerufalem ,. 

whichi 
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which is indeed the houfe of God, frail be the occalion of a fore 
.dcftrudtion to you, while you rely upon that for fafety, crying the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, and at the fame time 
commit the very worft of wickednefs. 

What follows in that column goes on concerning Judah no far¬ 
ther than one vcrfe, and is a reproaching them for their great wic¬ 
kednefs, their idolatry and incorrigiblenefs, and may be compared 
with 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14-16. Jerem. xxv. 4-7. xxxv. 15. Hofea 
goes on in the two next verfes, 3,4. to fpeak of Ephraim or Ifrael. 
And after the next break in his difcourfe at the latter end of <v. 5. he 
returns to the people, and feems efpecially to fpeak of Judah, Ee- 
caufe they refttfed to return, pointing at their obftinacy before com¬ 
plained of, v. 2. But perhaps fome may imagine that he feems here 
to change his ftile, and return to the lingular by his faying his and 
not their, therefore fhall the fword abide on his cities, ana confume 
his bars, and that this does not fuit the manner of his difcourfe con¬ 
cerning Judah or Ephraim, v. 2 —>4. But I think this difficulty 
may be ealily removed: for in the next words he evidently ufes his 
former ftile, And devour them becaufe of their own counfels: and if 
I miftake not, the his in thofe two claufes refers to Chrift Ipoken of 
<>. 5. and who is here conlider’d according to the character given him 
Chap. x. x 5. as the king of IfraeL, and fo thefe cities and the bars 
or defences of them, or perhaps the fortrefles whereby the country 
was defended, are ftiled his. 

But it may then be objedted that thus the two columns are mixed 
together which are pretended to be fo intirely diftindt. I anfwer 
that the prophet furnilhes us with a key for this, in the firft inter¬ 
changeable difcourfe which 1 fet down in two columns, upon which 
the reader is delired to look back: for there He, <v. 3. is to be ex¬ 
plained, and fomewhat more harfrly too than in the prefent cafe, 
from v. 2. which is in a different column: And by the way, the at¬ 
tentive confidering thefe things can hardly fail to convince us, that 
this intermixture of different fubjedts is not to be afcribed to any fub- 
fequent cafual diflocations of the feveral parts of the prophecy, 

but is intirely conformed to the original writing of the prophet him- 
felf. c D r 

But the other part of the difcourfe, which is contained in the fe- 
cond column, and which relates to Chrift, is what needs moll to be 
cleared. Now in order to that, let it be obferved, That it is not 
cafy to imagine that the prophet Ihould prophecy concerning any 

a other 
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other king in this place as the king of Ifrael, but Chrift. The king 
of Ifrael, as diftinguifhed from Judab, was overthrown, and his 
kingdom deftroyed before by Shalmanefer, when he led away the 
ten tribes into captivity; nor had they any king peculiarly over 
them ever fince. Nor was there any king foretold by any of the' 
prophets who was to be over them but Chrift. But as this prophet 
fays Hof. iii. 4, 5. The children 0/Ifrael Jhallabide many days with* 
out a king, and without a prince, and without afacrifice, and with¬ 
out an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim. Afterward 
Jhall the children of Ifrael return and feek the Lord their God, and 
David [Chrift] their king, andJhall fear the Lord and hisgoodnefs in 
the latter days, [i. e. the days of the Meffias.] It fee ms therefore 
plain, that by the king of Ifrael we are here to underftand our Lord' 

Tefus Chrift, who is fpoken of as the king of Ifrael in the old pro¬ 
phets, and as fuch was expected by the Jews, John i. 49. If the 
king of Ifrael be taken in this fenfe for Chrift,. nothing can more 
exactly agree in the accomplifhment: for after this time no other, 
king of Ifrael was ever cut off, but he. And farther he was cut off 
in the morning of his days, in his youth, about the age of 35.- 

Having mentioned the king of Ifrael, he goes on thus, Hecaufe 
Ifrael was a child, and I loved him , &c. where there can be no dif¬ 
ficulty in underftanding Chrift to be meant by Ifrael: for thus is he - 
called in other prophefies, as is obfcrved by Eufebius, Dem. Ev,- 
lib. ix. p. 427. and particularly by IJaiah , who was contemporary 
with Hojea, Ifa. xlix. 3. which cannot be more ftrange than that he 
fhould be called David, as he is by this and feveral other prophets.- 
And befides, the name may be, and efpecially in this place, ellipti-- 
cal, and to be filled up from what goes juft before; ana fo the fenfe 
will be Hecaufe the king of Ifrael was a child and I loved him , &e.- 
I.think we may obferve another inftance of this kind, Hum. xx.-i4.- 

Mofes fent mejfengers from Kadefh unto the king of Edom,- v. 18. 

And Edom [that is the king of Edom, fee Judg. xi. 17.] faid unto •> 
him. See the reft of the hiitory in that place. I have faid enough - 
before to fhow how proper the words are if underftood of Chrift. 

Every one muft perceive, even upon a curfory reading, that in the; 
following verfes the prophet changes his ftile, which tho’ it is not; 
indeed a certain proof, yet looks fair toward this interpretation. 

Ate. 5.he returns to the ftile he had ufed v. 1. in the fingularj; 
and as I fuppofc that is to be conne&ed with v. r. • I think we have 
Here a clear proof that he does not fpeak of Ephraim or Ifrael. For*' 

con*- 
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concerning them what is here faid, is not, I think, true ; nor would 
the prophet be confident with himfelf, in cafe he aflerted it of E- 
pbraim , That he Jhould not return into the land of Egypt, as may 
appear by thefc teftimonics. Hofea viii. 11, 13. Becaufe Ephraim 
hath made many altars to fin now will he remember their ini¬ 
quity, and vijit their Jins: they fhall return to Egypt. And can it 
then be thought, that the fame prophet would fay of Ephraim 
chap. xi. 5. He Jhall not return into the land of Egypt ? Again, 
Chap. ix. 3. Pthey Jl)all not dwell in the Jjord's land: but Ephraim 
fhall return to Egypt, and they Jhall eat unclean things in the land 
of Aflyria. Nay they were not only to go into Egypt , but to die 
and be buried there, v. 6. Egypt jhall gather them up , Memphis 
Jjjdll fairy them. And againiie foretels their being in Egypt , chap, 
xi. 11. Pthey jhall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out 
of the land of Aflyria. Compare PDeut. xxviii. 6, 8. It is proba¬ 
ble that many of them went into Egypt in the reign of king Hojhea , 
when he fent meflengers to So king of Egypt , and depending on his 
aid, revolted from the king of JJfyria. 2 Kings xvii. 4. Nor is 
this inconfiftent with their being carried captive into JJfyria: for 
thefc two things are feveral times joined together in the prophecy, 
as Chap. vii. 11. ix. 3. xi. 11. and xii. 1. But if we fuppofe the 5th 
verfe to be connected with v. 1. and that it relates, as St. Matthew 
applies it, to Chrift, nothing can be more true and exadt: for after 
he was once called out of Egypt t when he was a child, he never a- 
gain returned thither. 

But then the next words, as they Hand in our common tranflation, 
may be objected: for, it may be faid. How can the next words fuit 
Chrift, But the Aflyrian Jhall be his king 1 And indeed it is not true 
of Chrift, that the Jjjyrian was ever his king, or that he ever was 
under his dominion ana government. To this I anfwer. That when 
two fentences are connedted, whereof the firft is a negative, the ne¬ 
gation is frequently in the Hebrew language to be carried down from 
the firft to thefecond, as may be feen in the following places, where 
the obfervation of the fupply made by our tranflators, and printed 
in Italick as fuch, may fatisfy even the Englijh reader, that the ob¬ 
fervation is juft, PDeut. xxxiii. 6. yob xxxii. 9. (Where indeed our 
tranflation does not fo plainly difeover what they have fupplied: 
and therefore I will tranflate the words literally as they are in the 
Hebrew , and the rather becaufe we have there ttb in the firft claufe, 
and the copulative 1 in the fecond, exadtly as in the place before us: 

Great 
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Great men are not wife, and [that is nor] do the aged mderfland 
judgment .) Pfal. ix. 18. Prov. xxv. 27. xxx. 3. and many other 
places might be alleged to the lame purpofe. Hence, as the reader 
may oblerve, I have render’d the words thus. Nor fall the AlTyrian 
le his king . In thefe and the foregoing words I underltand the 
prophet to fpeak according to the language of his own time, and of 
the famous and mod eminent oppreflors and inflavers that had ever 
been of the people of God, the king of Egypt , and the king of Jf 
fyria : and he denies that they lhall be able to opprefs Chrift : for 
when once he left Egypt , he Ihould never return thither any more, 
nor Ihould he have at any time to do with the king of Jjfyria. 

I am fenlille that an objection will be made againft what I have 
faid from the verlion of. the LXX. which renders the place thus, 
when Ifrael was a child , then I I ced him and called his Tons out of 
Egypt. By which it may be thought they read in their copies VJ3 
for »ja, and this plural reading is confirmed by the Targmn. But to 
lpeak freely, I apprehend this to have been the explication both of 
the LXX.. and the Targmn, of a dark place which neither under- 
ftood.. And certainly thefe authorities are fufficiently balanced by 
the confent of our prefent Hebrew copies, of Jquila, Symmachus, 
and Theodotion , which all exprefs it in the lingular, my foil , and ef- 
pecially by the agreement of St. Matthew with them. 

I hope I have offered what is fufficient to abate the triumphs of 
the enemies of infpiration, upon the occafion of this citation of St.. 
Matthew. The method I have ventured upon to explain the pro-r 
phet is indeed new : but it appears to me to be juft and wellfupported 
in the main. And if I have hit upon the true key, which I fubmit to the 
judgment of the attentive reader, I fliall very much rejoice to fee a 
a better ufe made of it j or elfe I lhall be pleafed to fee a better way. 
fuggelted by a more skilful hand j there being nothing I more delire 
than to have the holy fcripturcs explained in a rational and folid. 
way. 
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advertisement 

•Concerning fome things faid upon the 

Epiftle to the COLOSSUNS. 

S INCE the publication of the Paraphrafe and Notes oil the Colojfians, my very learned and 
good friend, Mr. Whifon, did me the favour to refer me to Dr. Mitts for an account of 
the letter from Laodicea , which I wifh I had not over-look’d before. The doctor’s opi¬ 
nion ( Prcleg . p. 8, 9.) is that the epiftle to the Ephefians (as we call it) is the very epiitle 
St. Paul fpcaks of Col iv. 16. and that it was originally written by him to the Laodiceans . 
What the doftor has written on this argument is, as ufual, with great judgment, and deferves 
to be confider’d. He has, I confefs, extorted my aflent to the greaceft part of what he fays. 

He has proved it highly improbable that that epiftle was at firft written to the Ephefians. 
St. Paul had relided among them, and kept back ?:othing that was profitable unto them , but had 
fbew'd them , and taught them publickly^ and from houfe to houfe : he had not Jbunnd to declare 
unto them all the counfel of God ; and by the fpace of three years he ceafed net to warn every one 
night and day with tears , AEls xx. io, 27, 31. how then could he write to them as tho’ he had 
never feen or been among them, but only had heard of them ? how ft range is it that he fhould 
ufe the lame ftile to the Colojpans , Col. i. 4. .with whom he had never been, and to the Ephe¬ 
fians among whom he had lived and preached lo long? Eph . i. 15, Wherefore I alfo 9 after I 
heard of your faith in the Lord yefus y and love to all the faints , Again, is it likely he would 
refer thofe to whom he had declared all the counfel of God fo long together, to a bare report of 
himfelf ? Eph. iii. z. if ye have heard of the difpenfatton of the grace of God which is given me to 
you ward . Or would he fuppofe that they who had been ear-witnelfes of his knowledge, and 
had heard him preach a thoufand times, would need to underfiand his knowledge in the myfiery 
of chrifi, from what he faid in a few verfes, or even the whole, of that fhort epiftle? Eph. 
iii. 4. 

I renumber when I began to write on the Coloffians , I took notice of chap. i. 4. as a 
clear argument that St. Paul had never been among them: but obferving afterwards that he 
ufed the fame ftile to the Ephefians (as I imagined) among whom he had preach’d fo long, 
I thought it neceftary to drop that argument, and fo took up with Mr. Locke's account, which 
I tranlcribed. It feems now much more probable to me, that the epiftle to the Ephefians was 
written to fuch as he had never feen ; nor can I find a fatisfaftory account of the three 
paffages, upon which the doiftor infifts, in the other lcheme. And no doubt thele °ave occa¬ 
sion to Oecumenius to fay in his prologue. That St. Paul fent them that epilUe, having 
jtfvgr.ften, bu^dy h^4 qf them ; which rouftbe very Grange, if he fent it to the Ephe¬ 
fians : 
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Jt/WS S for ic is certain (as that writer alfo acknowlcges) it was fent by him when in bonds, 
J Cbap' iii. i. iv. i. vi. 20. and it is clear from the Atts that he had ipc-nt three years at Ephe- 
fus before his firA being in bonds. 

I may add, that ic would be very Arange, if this epi/ilc w'ere written to the Ephe¬ 
jians , he fhould never once through the whole of it, refer either to his preaching among 
them, or the fuccefs of it, or the obfervations he had made of them, either as to their 
behaviour in general, or ’•heir kindneft coward himfelf. This is not ufual with him, 
when he writes to thofe to whom he had preached himfelf; to which purpofe we may compare 
his epitlles to the Corinthians , Galatians, Philippians, and ThejfaJonians. Nor is it likely he 
would conclude an epifilc to the Ephejians, without taking particular notice of fome of 
his fpecinl friends, fuch as Cnejiphorus , who was of Aft a, and probably of Ephefus , z Tint . i. 
16, iS. 

And tho’ we have no ancient verfions or MSS. which do not read, as we do, at 
Ephefus, chap. i. 1. yet what rhe doftor obferves is very confiderable, That it appears by 
the teftimonies of St, Bajil and Sc. Jcroniy that fome ancient copies they met with left ouc 
thofe words, while they were at a loft what to put in the room of them. The prefent 
agreement of our copies is to be accounted for by what the doctor allows, that the change 
of the infeription of the epiAle is very ancient, it being thus quoted by Ignatius , which 
ever edition you choofe of his epiAles ; in the Aiorter cpiftle to the Ephejians, fe&, 12,. in 
the larger felt. 6, 9. Nay the doctor fuppofes this alteration made before the canon of 
the new teftament was fettled, which to me alfo feems probable. But I can’t fo eafily 
allent to his conjc&ure, that it might be made by Sc. Paul's direction, prefently after the 
writing of the epillle, when Tychuus brought the Ephejians a copy of it. For the fame 
reafon for which I believe it was not originally written to them, I believe likewife St,‘ 
Paul would not direct the making fuch an alteration, namely, becaufe he knew there 
were fome things in the epiAle which would not fuit the Ephejians : befides that by this 
means he would direbt them to darken a pallage in his epiAle to the Colojpans. My con¬ 
jecture rather is, that when St. Paul fent this epiAle by Tychicus , chap . vi. zz, he order’d 
him to deliver a copy of it to the Ephejians ; and that they took this as a fufficient 
reafon to confider, fpeak of v and glory in it as written to them, and that their ambi¬ 
tion of having it thought that fuch a noble epiAle was directed to them, led them in the 
xopies they difpers’d to reprefent it as directed to them ; and Ephejus being the metropolis 
of the country, and the church there being very numerous and famous, might be the 
caufe why the generality of the copies difpers’d carried this infeription. So that hitherto 
there is no material difference of my Opinion from the doctor’s. 

But I am not fo clear in the evidence the doftor produces that this was the epiAle to the 
Laodiceans . What he alleges concerning the agreement between ic and the epiAle to the 
ColojftanSy which render’d ic proper that both fhould be read in each church, is confi¬ 
derable : and very plaufible is what he mentions from Tertullian , of Marcion the heretick’s 
affertion, that this was the letter to the Laodiceans . But I have one objection which I 
can’t fo eafily get over: and were it not for that, I imagine I fhould fully agree with 
him. My obje&ion is, that ic feems highly improbable, that St. Paul would fend his falu- 
tations to the Laodiceans , in the epiAle he wrote to the Colojjians , in cafe he had fent 
that epiAle to the Laodiceans by the fame meflengcr. The doftor, who does not ufe 
to overlook any thing that makes for or againA him, could not but take notice of this: 
and he conjectures, That, perhaps, after St. Paul had fealed up his epiAle to the Laodice¬ 
ans, he confider’d that the falutation with which he concluded it [ Chap. vi. 2,4. Grace be 
•with all them that love the Lord jpefus chr'jl in Jtncevity ] was too general, and nnghc 
feem according co the tenour of the words to be directed as much co all the faithful, as 
to the Laodiceans , and fo might be left agreeable to them ; and that therefore in his 
epiAle to the Colojfians he added a more diAintt falutation to the Laodiceans which 
might be evory way pleafing to them. Salute, fays he, the brethren which are in Lao- 
dieea, with Nymphas, and the church which is in his houje , CoL iv. 1$. This conjefture 
carries in it the Jeaft probability of any thing advanced by him on the fubjeft. For 

° what 
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*hat could be difplcaftng to the Laodiceans, upon their reading fuch a noble epiftk dir- 
reded to them, wherein he had cxprefsM the higheft refped to them, and beftowed the 
hiehett commendations upon them? what room coujd there be for their taking it unkindly 
that he did not falutc them particularly in the end of; the epiftle, when he had done it io 
fully in rhe beginning ; Chap. i. i. Grace be to yoj* y and peace from God our father. , and from tU 
Lord Ve r us Chrifi ? Nay tho’the conclusion of the epiftle is in fuch general terms as the dodor 
mentions; yet the verfe before is a falutation direded to the Lacdiceans in particular (ia cafe 
the epiftlcVas written to them) Peace be to tie bretl. ren y and Jove with faith from Gad the father , 
and the Lord Jefta Chr'fi . So that I can’t fee why the falutation fent them in their own epi- 
fle fhould net have pleafed them full as well, as chat in the epifile to the Colojftans. Here 
therefore I fufptnd my judgment, being neither able to acquiefce in the dodor’s folution, nor 

yet to ofier a better* 

The dodcr’s obfervation is very juft, that fince there is no doubt about the author of the 
epifile, it is of little importance to us, to whom it was written, the regard due to what is faid 
in it being the fame, whether it was.- written to the Laodiceans y Ephejtans, or any other church.: 
and fo this is not mere material than a great many other various, led ions in the new tefta r 
ment. • • > ' ’ 


If any think fit intirely to agree with the dodor in his-opinion, they need nQt upon thac 
account diflike what is faid toward the latter end of the note (^) on Co!, ii. 18. concerning 
the agreement between the epiftle to the Coh£ians y and Chrift’s. epilEle to. the LaodTcefljis y Rev t 
iii. 14, For taking the dpdor’s notion for granted, tho’ the cenjfure. paffed. tjppn the 

worfhiping of angels might feem at firft fight more proper to hav^ been inferfc£d; ;in the 
epiftle to the Laodiccans , yet, upon.fcqond thoughts, perhaps-it may nof.' And.djn'ce St. paul 
defigned the two epiftlc-s fhould be read in both churches, this may be thought |>p’fma]j.inftance 
of the skilfulnefs of his addrefs, that,in writing to the Laodiceans he ftrongly. ajjerts;tboje prin? 
cipics which would neccfiarily- overthrow;tl^e pradice forne were, indeavouriug .-to,' introduce 
among them,-but avoids the giving phanr offence while he forbears the.eyprefs 'mejritiQn of the 
pradice itfelf, reft rvingt hat for his epiftle to the Coldfiansj. who.had kept*hcnpfelyes more frc$ 
ffom that corruption, -tho- they inight not be .wholly out of danger; 


I think men ought never to fpfcak or-write with greater candour than. when it is of the holy 
fenptures t and I hopo by what I:h£ve faid-in this advertifement it may appear, I am open to. 
eonvidion, and ready to acknowJcge any miftake into which I may have unwarily fallen,, 
which is allthat-can.be cxptded from fuch fallible fhorc-fighted creatures as we are: and unlefti 
men can bear with one another upon fuch terms, we mud at once banifh all careful <filigenv 
inquiries out of the world. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


T HE Tarapbrafe and Notes on the Coloflians and the 
PhUippians met with fo good a reception, that the learn¬ 
ed author was thereby incouraged to defign a commenta¬ 
ry in the fame way on all the other efifties which are 
untuerfally acknowledged, or generally reputed to be wrote by 
St. Paul, excepting thofe which had been before paraphrafed by 
Mr. Locke. 

The greater obfeurity and difficulty of mderflauding this epiftle 
to tbe Hebrews determined him to make this his next attempt v 
He did not line tofinifh it ; while he was confcientioufly, and with 
great labour indeatmtring to add fme light to this part of the 
[acred oracles, it feemed good to his great Mafter, the feve- 
reign and all-wife difpofer of all things, to call him away 
to receive the reward of his faitbfulnefs and well improved- 
talents. 

If this Taraphrafe and the Notes had been publijhed as the 
others were, without a name, there are in my judgment feme 
marks of a peculiar diligence and penetration which would have 
difeovered the author, though they had not tbe advantage of his 
laft review. 

But in the nature of the thing it feems highly reafonable, that' 
when peft'humus works are publijhed to tho world, bofides thefe- 
ittternal marks and evidences, there jhould be the teftimony of feme 
one or more concerned in the publication, to fatisfy the world that 
fucb papers were wrote by the perfon wbefe name they bear, or to 
whom common fame aferibes them. Accordingly, I do hereby j 
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ajfure the redder, that he has thefe papers juft as Mr. Peirce 
left them; they being all printed from his own hand writing . 

In this refpeU they differ a little from many other pofthumous' 
works ; they are publifhed by the author's defire in his laft 
ficknefs. 

I have chofen to leave off abruptly both in the paraphrafe and 
notes on the 34 th verfe of the xth chapter, rather than I would fup - 
prefs or add any thing to what he left wrote upon it. 

It will probably be a furprize to fome perfons at the fir ft fight, 
to find a paraphrafe and notes on the five Jaft verfes of the xiith 
chapter while the end of the xth is not finijhea, and the whole xith, 
and the firft 24 verfes of the xiith chapter are left untouch'd: Of 
which this is the true account. 

Mr. Peirce was firmly perfuaded, that in the latter end of the 
xiith chapter the author of. this epiftle did defign to refume , and 
farther urge the fame argument which he had mentioned in fome 
verfes of the firft chapter, and therefore hefinifhed his paraphrafe 
and notes on thefe five verfes, while the fubjeU was frejh and 
warm in his mind, and fent them up to me, juft as the reader now 
has them, fome months before he died. .. _ . . 

Hefides this performance, this truly groat man has left behind 
him fome Diflertat-ions on particular pafjages of fcripture; and an 
Eflay on a very uncommon fubjeU, which he defigned jhould fee 
the light. 

I cannot fay that he gave the fame intimations of his mind with 
refpeU to any of his fermons: but as there are a few of them wrote 
in long hand, hereafter they may probably be publifijed. 


Benjamin Avery. 

Feb. I<5, 

17 if. 


Speedily will be publifhed, 

Diilertations on fome particular PafTages of Scripture, by the fame Author, in the fame 

Form with this Paraphrafe. ~ ■ . ’ 
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THE 

E P I S T L E 

TO THE 

HEBREWS. 


SECT. I. 

C H A P. I. -- 

CO NT ENTS. 

I T being the general defign of this epiftle to confirm and eda- 
bliih the Hebrews in their adherence to Chrift, and the pro- 
felfion of his holy religion, the author of it very skilfully ad¬ 
apts his difeourfe to the railing in their minds the mod noble and 
honourable apprehenfions of him: and intending to fhow how vad- 
ly he was to be prefer’d to any of thofe meflengers from God 
whom they mod highly valued, he here looks back to his original 
character, that was antecedent to his incarnation j and then infen- 
fibly falls in upon his advancement above the angels at his refur- 
re£Uon. 
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Written 
from 
Rome in 
the year of 
our Lord 
6z. of 
Nero 9* 


TARA, 




HEBREWS. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


I 





G O D who in feveral parts and in di¬ 
vers manners (Z>) uttered his mind, under 
the former difpenfation, to the anceftors of the 
Jews, by the prophets, has now in this laft 
difpenfation, or in the times of the Melliah 
(c) } fpoken unto us by his Son (d ), whom he 
hath conftituted the Heig and Lord of all 

things 


G O D who at fundry x 
timw, and in divers 
manners, fpake in time paft 
unto the fathers by the pro¬ 
phets, Hath in thcfe laft £ 
days fpoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath ap¬ 
pointed heir of all things. 


NOTES. 

i (*) TloKv^u^;. At fundry times.] If we regard the etymology of the word, the fenfe 
will rather Item to be. That God difcdvered his will dnCithtly by the prophets in feveral parts 
or parcels ; lb that one part was ta be learnt from one prophet, and another part from an¬ 
other : but now he had by his Son given a full and intire revelation of his whole will. 

( b ) In d?vefs maimers.] God fpake fometimeaby a dream, or a vifton, or a-ftrong impulfe 
upon the minds of the prophets, and fqmetimes by. angels, who were fent by him in the fhape 
and appear«thce of men to make knOwA his will; 

a (0 Ett' twv n^cov 'ixtcov. In thefe laft days.] This or the like phrafe is often, 

met with in the Old Teftament, Gen. xlix. i. Sam. xxiv. 14, Dent, iv. 30. Ifa. ii, 2. Mic. iv. 1.. 
Jerem. xxiii. 20. Ezek. xxxviii. 16. Dan. ii, 28. Hof. iii. 5. And the like we find in the New 
TEftamenc alfo5 j H; 17» 1 Tim. iv. i. 2 Tim. iii. 1. Thefe laft 

days were underftood by the Jews to fignify the days of the king Meffiah. And that this is 
the meaning of fuch phrafes, may eafily appear to fuch as will confult the learned Mr. Joft 
Mede upon this argument, in his Apoftacy of the Latter Times , Chap, xi, xii, &*c. 

( d ) Ev 1 ja. By his Son.] It has been the common opinion of the ancient Chriftians, as well. 
as ’tis of the generality of the modern writers upofi thb fcriptures, that in many, or at leaft 
in Ibme of the appearances of the angels recorded in the Old Teftament, the hoyQ~, the Son 
himfelf was one of the number. If this be fuppofed to be true, , an emphalis muft be under¬ 
ftood to be laid upon the manner in which God fpeaks to us in fKkle laft days by his Son, viz. 
that it is by him as incarnate and dwelling in flcfh. But it may be queftion’d whether that 
opinion has any folid foundation. I know not of any place of fcripture where *tis exprefly 
ailertecl: and the arguments brought to firbvfe it, ar&fb Very flight, that it-feems at beft to be 
a mere conjecture. There is at leaft nothing in this epiftle to favour it, but the contrary. 
What I have before fuggefted as the only way to make the text before us confift with that 
opinion, may feem a ftrain \ Nyhereag^it is vEry eafy and plain, if rejecting that- conje&ure, 
we judge chat God never imployed his Son as a mefiehger to inert before his incarnation. .. 
And we have t\Vo pslfages in this epiftle which look very much tHte w&y^Chapi ii. 2, 
if the <rf>drd fpoken by atigels was ft&dfafti, and every tranfgrtjfion and dtfibedience received a jtift 
rtcompence of reward ; how ftall we efcape if we negleft fo great falvation , which at the ftrjf be¬ 
gan to be fpoken by the Lord ? *'fis agreed on all hands, I think, that' by the word fpsketi hy an-* 
gels, we are to underfland the law thdt was given at Mount which we are furc was 

given by their miniltry, Dent. xxxiiL 2. Pfal. lxviii. 17. A$s vii. 5 3. Gat. iii. 19. Sue if the 
Son Was the fpeiker at-the giving of the law, which is pretended with as much probability 
as his fpeaking oh any other becafioh, the force of the argument TVill be loft: for it was eafy 
for the Hebrews to reply, that their law was at firft fpoken by Ehe Son, as well as the golpel, . 
and therefore there 'Vas no realbnto infer in the manner this-writer does, that the puhilhfttent 
was more to be dreaded in the latter cafe chart in the former; The other paflage in this Epiftle, 
which leems not to agree with this notion, is chap. xiii. *. Be not. forgetful to entertain ftran- 
&rs ; for thereby fome have entertained ,angels unawares.. If the ao y@~ was one of the angels 

who . 
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Chap. I. 


by whom aifo Ke made things by whotn he alfo made the worlds 

(/)> 

NOTES. 


who appeared to Abraham, Lit, or any other of the ancient patriarchs, our author has not 
made fb much of his argument as he then might have done. For it muft have been much 
ftronger in cafe he had laid, V That thereby fbme had entertained angels, and not only angels, 
but the Son of God himfelf unawares.” Nor is it reafonable to fuppofe that he would in¬ 
clude the Son under the general term of angels , in an epiftle wherein he had been fo indu- 
flrioufly contradiftinguifhkig and preferring him to them. But I would not be thought pofi- 
tive in rejecting that opinion, concerning which I have offer’d my fufpicions. 

(e) Ok l-duxs xA> )&voi*.ov TreLSIeov. Whom be bath appointed heir of all things."] In the com¬ 
mon acceptation, an heir is one who fucceeds another after his deceafe in the injoyment of his 
honour or edate. But it being impoflible that the immortal God fhould ever have any heir in 
fuch a fenfe, ’tis ileceflary we fhould take the exprefllohs more loofely, when We read of 
chridians being heirs of God, or of Chrift’s being conflicted heir of all things. By Gat. iv. i. 
we learn what was principally intended by a perfon’s being faid to be heir. Nw lfoy> that 
the heir, ashng as he is a cbifd> differeth nothing from a ferv ant , [or rather, as Mr. Locke fays, 
from a bondman] tho* he be lord of all. If our author’s expfeflion be explained from hence, 
two things will be denoted by it, i, That he is poflcflor of all things, or in St. Peter s Aile, 
That he is lord of all things , Afts x. 5 6. z. That this lordfhip and pofleflion is by the grant or 
gift of the Father, as the fame apoflle fays, Alls ii. 36. God hath made him Lord of all. Hence 
Sc being natural and cuftomary to make the firft-born or elded fon heir, that title is equiva¬ 
lent to an heir, Pfal. lxxxix. 27. Alfo J will make him my firfl-born, higher than the kings of 
the earth. 1 Chron. xxvi. 10. Alfo Hof^hc/ the children of Merari, hadfons \ Simri the chief 
(for tho he was not the jirfl-bvrn , yet his father made him the chief) Hilkiah the fecond y &c. 
That is, his father fettled upon him the Chief honour, that which belong’d to the elded fon, 
tho* he was not really elded. It is a pleafant midake of a late writer, who would tranflate 
this text, Becaufe his father had no eldefi fon y he made him chief as tho’ there mud. not be an 
elded fon, when a man haS feveral children. 

*Tis not neeeflary that he who is heir, or who is faid fo have the pofleflion, fhould always 
be veded with the fame right, as he from whom he derives it; or that the original lord 
fhould alienate his own right. Were this neeeflary, there could be no inheritance or poflef- 
fion among men ; fince whatever their claim is, there is a higher and more abfblute pofleflor 
than they. For however God has given the earth to the children of men, yet he does, and 
cannot but remain pofledor of the earth as well as heaven. Hence notwithflanding God’s gift 
to his Son, he is faid to inherit all nations, and his people are frequently declared to be his 
inheritance. So that in this cafe, the right of the pofleflion or inheritance by grant, is to be 
underflood to be fubordinate to, and limited by the right of the original giver. And thus an 
earthly father may give a Son the pofleflion, that is, the free ufc of his eflate, without giving 
up his own right, according to what the father in the parable fays to his obedient fon, Luke 
xv. 31. Scn y thou art ever with me ; and all that I have is thine . The word xA»£j?i >o^v.v will 
thus anfwer to 7 ru tin' or ins. 1 think the words of the emperor Juftinian are remarkable, 
whereby he fhows that the ancient Romans ufed hexes in this manner. Injlit. lib.ii. tit. 19. § ult. 
Pro herede gerere y efi pro domino gerere. Veteres enim heredes pro dominis appellabant . And 
fo Fejlus .• Heres, apud antiquos pro domino ponelatur . And Glojfa philoxeni: Heres, kv&lQ~ 
x.KY\£pvby.@-. Hence Vojfius thinks that heres comes from and hertts from heres . See his 

Elymcl. Magn. in voce heres. There is another paflage which may deferve to be compared 
with this, Rom. iv. 13. For the promife that he Jbould be heir of the world, was not to Abrahams 
and his feed thro* the law , but thro* the righteoufnefs of faith. Where his being appointed , to 
be the father of the faithful, not only among his natural goflerity, but amchg the Gentile /, 
v i B z is 
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3* (/)> wh° being a ray of his glory (g), and the worlds. ,wh» beings 

the 

NOTES. 


is exprefled by his being heir of the world, the faithful being thus given as it were to him ai 
his children. And he was promifed to be the heir of the world, tho’ he liv’d not to Tee the 
fulfilment, juft as he was promis’d to inherit the land of Canaan, Gen, xv. 7♦ In like manner 
all things being put into our Saviour’s hands, and he being appointed Lord of all, , he is faid 
to be conflicted heir of all things. And thefe aU things mull be underftood in the lafgeft 
fenfe, the Father only being excepted, whofe dominion over all things is in the moft abfor 
lute fenfe unalienable, and cannot but be fuperiour to that he has delegated to the Son. And 
this feema the fenfe of our Saviour’s Words, yobnxviu 10. And all mine are thine , [Thou haft 
a fovereign and fupreme right to whatever belongs to me ; nor does thy giving them to mo 
deprive chee. of it] and thine are mine , [becaufe thou haft given them to me.] 

Let it be farther obferved, that our author here lays down the affertion. he. undertakes to 
prove, 1jiz. That God has conftituted him Heir or Lord of all things. Having mention’d this, 
he juft gives a hint or two of the greatnefs of his character ; and then manifeftly* returns to 
his great aflertion, and purfues it clofely in the latter part of the chapter, fhowing that the 
angels themfclves, the higheft order of beings, are not exempted from his jurifdiftion and 
dominion. By this therefore as his great deflgn, we are to be guided in explaining the argu¬ 
ments or teftimonieshe alleges. 

(/) a! if s. ala vets i^oltunv, By whom alfo he made the worlds .] The fenfe may feem 
doubtful. If we render the words, By whom alfo he appointed the ages the fenfe will fall in 
with Epb. iii. 11. See Mr. Locke upon that verfe. But I prefer our own tranflation, for thefe 
two reafons. i. Becaufe I lee no reafon why we fhould doubt of this fenfe of the word 
cuuvols, fince it is plainly thus ufed, Heb, xi. 3. Thro' faith we underfiand that the WO RLDS 
were framed by the word of Cod, fo that the things which are feen were not made of things which 
do appear . Where the worlds are the fame as the things which are feen,. Compare Rom . i. zq. 
And tho’ 'toi&Iv does fcraetimes in this epiftle fignify to ordain or appoint, yet there can be no 
queftion that it moft commonly fignifies to make, 1, As.from other places, it. appears, that 
Chrift was imployed in making the world, fo this feems moft agreeable to our author’s icope. 
His intention appears to be to give the ioftieft and moft noble account of his greatnefs and 
dignity, abftrattly from that which he. proceeds to afterwards, the honour confer’d upon him 
at his refurreftion. Now fince he fo exprefly mentions that which may feem a lefs initance of 
his greatnefs, that he upholds all things , it is not probable he would omit that which is grea¬ 
ter, Cod's creating the worlds by him . And if St. Paul be fuppofed the author of this epiftle, 
the comparing his difeourfe here with Col. i. 1.$—17, will be a confiderable confirmation 
of this interpretation. For there is maAifeftly a great refemblance between what is men¬ 
tion’d in both places to let forth the tianfcendent excellency of Chrift. 1. His being appointed 
the heir of all things , may be thought in fome degree parallel to what is there faid, that he is- 
the jfrft-bcrn of every creature. 1. His upholding aU. things, anfwers to that we have there. 
By him aU things confifi, 3. In like manner, why fhould not God’s making the worlds by 
him be underftood of the fame thing there exprefs’d, his creating all things that are in heaven< 
and inearth, 8ce \ The parallelifm leads us rather to this than to the interpreting the paflage 
before us of his appointing and ordering the different ages and difpenfacions. 

3 C?) Of cor et'TcLvya.iTfzcL TWf thorns. Who being the brightnefs of his glory."] Our tranfla- 
*ors feem not amift to have fopplied the word his, as the next claufc of the verfe directed 
Bftem. The word dTretiyaLfffza., which we. render brightnefs, fignifies that fplendor or ray 
that proceeds from a luminous body. The words therefore reprefent, 1. The Father as light, 
which is agreeable to other places of feripture. God is light, fays St . John, and in him is.no 
dtoknefi at altp 1 John i. But to raife their thoughts of the. matter, he fet& forth this light 



HEBREWS. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE 



Chspi 


the brighenefs of bis glory, 
and the exprefi image of his 
perfon, and upholding all 


the very image of his fubftance (b\ and up¬ 
holding 


NOTES. 


by which he defcribes him, under the title of glory ; the defign of which is to exprefs the 
purity, perfection and luflre of all his attributes, i. Suitably to this account of God the 
Father, he reprefents the Son, as a fplcndjr or ray derived or proceeding from the Father. 
God, by realon of his immenfity, is in his own nature invifible ; but his glorious perfections 
fhine forth in the deareft manner in his Son. With this we may well compare that of the 
evangelift, fohn i. 14. We beheld his [the word’s] glory, the glory as of the only begotten of tl.<s 
Father . Somewhat farther will be faid of this under the next note. 

(&) Kcti ’vnnntmw aulrw. And the exprefs image of his perfon .] The word 

tJ'Tos'ctO'if, which we tranllate perfon , fignifies fubftance or being. Thus ’tis well render’d. 
Chap. xi. 1. Faith is the fubftance of things hoped for. And in this fenfe Mr. Locke feems to 
have taken it, a Cor . ix. 4. & xi. 17. where he renders it matter y tho’ there can be no doubc 
that it has fometimes that Hgnification which our tranflators have there given it, of confidence . 
For thus it is ufed, Heb . iii. 14. We are made partakers of Chrifl, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence Jledfajt unto the end • But in the place under confide ration, it doubtlefs is ufed for 
fubftance or being, as the Syriac and Vulg . render it. And it feems clear from this text, that 
the being or fubfiance of the Son muft be diflinCfc from that of the Father, finee the one is the 
character or exprefs image of the other. If our tranflators did not intend to convey by tho 
word perfon , an idea of fomewhat different from, the being of God, their ufc of that term here 
might notbe araifs; as neither is their rendering %<t&KTv\$ r the exprefs image . For as that 
is derived from to grave, it feems to denote an image , as the figure impreft by 

a feal, is the image of the feal by which the impreflion is made. And thus the fenfe may be, 
that he is the imprefi image of God's being? 

I11 both the expreflions here' ufed, our author may, perhaps, defign to diftinguifh Chriil 
from all other beings, and to (how, agreeably to his chief aim, how much he tranfeends 
them. To this purpofe he reprefents him as immediately derived from God, that is, the 
Father. Thus in the firft expreiflon he is a ray or fplendor from the Father’s glory immedi¬ 
ately, no one intervening as the minifler or means of that derivation ; which is not true 
concerning any other being whatever, they, being ail derived from him by the Son. The 
glory of the divine perfections fhines forth in other beings, and particularly in the nobleft of 
them, the angels; but not as they do in the Son, fince they are not immediately created by 
the Father, but mediately, the Son being the agent imployed by, and miniftring to the Father 
in the making them. Now this muft of ncceflity make a vaft difference between him and 
them, and befpeak his being vaftly fuperiour to them. To iiluftratc this by an cafy allufion , 
the light wc have from the moon is originally from the fun, and the rays of light we have 
thence are really the rays of the fun : but yet as we have not chat light immediarely and di¬ 
rectly from the fun, the rays of the fun being reflected to us from or by the moon, we per¬ 
ceive a vaft difference between that light and the other which is directly and immediately 
from the fun it fclf. Thus as God is light, the more near and immediate the derivation ci 
light is from him, the more glorious it may well be fuppofed to be. 

In like manner, as to the other exprcilion ; man was made in the image of God, and the 
nobler rank of creatures,, the angels, more refcmbled him than wc do : but this image was 
iropreft neither upon them nor upon us, immediately from the fubftance or being of the Father, 
as was his image in his fon. And as an image may be taken cither from the original feal»“ 
fclf, or from chat which was taken from it to it is eafy to imagine the former mud be tlx 
mod exaft and perfect. 


I 





6 HEBREWS, 

Chip* I» _ _ _ 

paraphrase, text: 

holding all things by his Father’s power (*), the word of Ui 

when he had by himfelf alone, and by the S 

fliedding of his own blood, made expiation 
for our lins (&), fat down at the right hand 

of 

NOTES. 

Let the attentive reader confider, whether our author’s bringing in the mention of thefe 
things prclently upon his aflerting that God made the worlds by him, does not direct us thus 
to imJerfland his defign. His difcourfe fcems thus to carry a great deal of ftrength in it. 
*Tis as tho’ he Iiad faid ; C( 1 intend to prove the fuperiority of Chrift to the angels from what 
<c I have mentioned, the conllitution of God who has appointed him heir of all things, Upon 
Ct this I will prefently infift. But I may briefly hint fome other arguments, as particularly 
cc that God made the worlds , and all things in them by him ; and ’tis very natural to fuppofe, 
cc that the creatures which God imployed him to make, mull be in their nature inferiour to 
<c him who was their immediate author, that is, the Son, in whofe produ&ion or generation 
cc no intermediate agent was imployed, he being immediately from God himfelf, a ray emic- 
£f ted direftly and only from his glory, and an image formed from his own fubftance, and 
cc nothing elfe.” The account here given may be transfer’d to what is faid under the note 
(/), to compleat the parallclifm between this place, and Col, i. 15——17. His being the 
image of the invifible God , anfwers to what is here faid, that he is the exprefs image ofGocCs 
fubfiance or being ; and his being the jirjl-horn of every creature , may refer not only to his 
lordfliip, but be parallel to the defign of both exprefiions here ufed, to fet forth his imme¬ 
diate derivation from God. 

0 ) rs ret < 7 sd.{\(t rw pnpialt tm* <PvvdpLiQ>{ ajjTti* And upholding all things hy the 

word of his power,'] The fame thing feems defign’d, Col, i. 17. By him all things confifi, Nor 
is it eafy to admit the forced interpretations of thole who apply thefe texts barely to thofe 
communications which were made by him after his appearing in the world. If they are read 
without a bials from prejudice, and a fondnels for an hypothecs, they naturally offer this 
fenfc, that as the Son gave being to all the creatures, fo he maintains them all in being. In 
both places the fame works are attributed to him : but here we have it more llrongly and ex¬ 
prefly aflerted, that in thefe works he was an agent under God, or imployed by him. 

The common way of expounding the cxprellion, is, that the Son upholds all things hy the 
word of his own power. And accordingly our printed copies have here ourt, and not auVa. 
And ’tis urged that the MS. copies, which have accents added, read it with an afpirarion. 
But none of the ancient MSS. having any accents at all, every reader is at liberty to affix fuch 
fpirics as appear moft agreeable to the fcope of any text. And it is eafy to obferve that our 
author in this verfe diftinguilhes ojjtu and 4au/T« ; and therefore as au tb juft before relates to 
the Father, it is rcafonable to judge it does fo here alio. The fenle given by any of the an¬ 
cient Greek commentators, can fignify little in this cafe, becaufe as they lived after thefe mat- 
•ters were warmly controverted, they would adapt the fpirics to the ferving of their own hypo- 
thefis : fo that their rcafons, and not their authority, can only be of any moment in rhe cafe. 

C*) tajjTH Ka.d-ctei<rfxbv ’Tronuretixev©- tcov cipLdLfTtav When he had hy himfelf purged 

.ourJins,] There feems to be no room to doubt that hereby is meant, that he made expiation for 
our fins by his death, which is often fpoken of as a purging of our Jins, or a purging our confci- 
ence from Jin, or a waping us from our fin , and fo muft relate to the pardon of lin. There is 
one place where the LXX have ufed the fame phrafe to import the pardon of fin, as the ex- 
preiTion with which it is joined plainly Ihovvs, yob vii. zi. Why dofi thou not pardon my tranf- 
;greffion y and takeaway mine iniquity ? Which they have thus render’d : zW/i broth™ f 
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7 

Chap. I. 

wv 


down on the right hand of 
the Majefty on high. 


of the Sbecbinab , in the moft honourable 
place, among the higheft angels (/). 


NOTES . 

fiv KiSWyXj nabste&pfo f im. Nor can there be any queftion that our 

author refers to the death of Chrift, confidering what is faid here to have immediately follow¬ 
ed upon his purging our fins, that he fat down at the right hand of the majefty on high. 
Compare Cbap. it. 16. It feeinfi to me that thofe words, by himfelf.\ are not here added with¬ 
out fome ipecial defign, but that a particular emphafis is to be laid upon them. And as Chap, 
ix. 12, 26. Chrift is fpoken of as making expiation by himfelf and his own blood, and not 
hy the blood of bulls and goats; fo here he feems to intend that Chrift alone, without any 
afiiftance or concurrence of the angels made a perfect expiation of our fins. 

(/) Etutdiaev iv f f/.zycthoo'vvK iv J 4 -«Ao 7 f. Sat down on the right hand of the maje - 

fy on high. The right hand being moft ufed in giving or receiving any thing, the moft ho¬ 
nourable place has been always reckon’d to be on the right hand of princes and great perlo- 
nages. See i Kings ii. ip. Mat, xxv. 33. Agreeably hereunto the exaltation of our Saviour 
is frequently reprefented to be to the right hand of God. This is here exprefs’d by the right 
band of the majefty on high. The immenfity of God will not fufter us to think there can be, 
properly [peaking, any right or left hand of God, or confequently any placing on the one or 
the other. But as God, who is in his own nature invifible, was then faid to appear, or to be 
feen on earth, when there was a Sbechifiah) or an illuftrious difplay made of his glory, by 
fbme bright and glorious beirigs who reprefented him ; fo it feems that he is faid in like 
manner to be in heaven, as there he makes a more illuftrious, and to u9, in our prelent ftate, 
as to the manner of it, an inconceivable manifeftation of his glory. This is called here the 
ixajefty; and hereof we may eafily conceive there is a right and left hand, or fide, Afts vii. 5 5, 
56. and on the right hind of this glory is our exalted redeemer feated. The expreflion is 
fomewhat varied Chap, viii. 1. Who is fet down on the right hand of the throne of the majefty in 
the heavens: which naturally leads uS to conceive of lome fuch vifiblc representation of the 
divine glory. By comparing this text with that under cohfideration, we are led to interpret 
the iv on high , as importing the fame as w 7o?{ ugperolt, in the heavens, that is, in 

the high or heavenly places ; which ocherwife might well enough be render’d among the high 
beings , that is, the angels , by whom the difplaybf the divine glory ufed to be made on earth,, 
and very probably is made in heaven. And indeed tho* we ftiould follow our own cranfla- 
tion, yet here muft be denoted the advancement of Chrift to the higheft dignity, above all the 
glorious beings who refide there, that is above all the moft bright and illuftrious angels. This 
is perfectly agreeable to other places of feripture, where the exaltation of Chrift to the right 
hand of God is fpoken of. 1 Pet, iii. 22. He is gone into heaven , and is on the right hand of 
God, angels and authorities, and powers, being made fubjedt unto him, Eph, i, 20, 21, God 

raifed him from the dead, and fet him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all principality and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is named. The 
ftippofing this to be pointed at here by our author, makes his tranfition to his fubje<ft of Chrill’s 
being appointed heir of all things, and made far fuperiour to the angels, appear to be extream- 
ly handfom and agreeable, 


SECT 
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C H A P. I. 4—14. 

% 

CONSENTS. 

O UR author having briefly hinted the original and native 
greatnefs and honour of our Saviour, comes here more diredt- 
ly to eftablilh that aflertion he had advanced <v. 2. and which he 
had chiefly in his eye. That God had appointed him heir of all 
things. This appointment he manifeftly confiders as clofely joined 
with his refurredtion and exaltation. And as he here paries to 
prove his aflertion, he, v. 4. repeats it in fomewhat different words, 
which plainly carry in them the fame fenfe. And as the fir ft word, 
c. 5. For , fhews that he proceeds here to his proofs, all the texts 
that are alleg’d by him are to be confider’d as brought upon this 
defign, to fhew that Chrift at his refurredtion was conftituted fupe- 
riour to the angels. This amounted to a full proof, both accord¬ 
ing to the nature of things, and the notions which the Jews enter¬ 
tained of the angels. For it being certainly true, and believ’d to 
be fo by the Hebrews , that the angels are vaftly fuperiour in their 
nature to other creatures, it mtift of neceflity follow, that as he is 
fuperiour to them, he muft be fuperiour to all below them. And 
lince the higheft order of creatures were made fubjedt to him, it 
might reafonably be fuppofed that the others were fo too. Befides, 
as the Hebrews gloried in the revelations which had been made to 
them by angels, and were apt upon that account to fet light by 
Chrift, and be wavering in their regard to him, nothing could be 
more pertinent to the general defign of the epiftle, than the dif- 
courfe here upon this argument. This I take to be the key of all 
the proofs here brought from the Old Teftament. They muft all 
be underftood as ferving to prove the great point laid down, <v. 4. 
That Chrift at his refurredtion is made fo much better than the an¬ 
gels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. And unlefs we thus underftand them, our author will not 
appear to write with fo much coherence and confiftence. All fuch 
interpretations of any particular texts as do not refer them to this 
end, are in courfe to be rejedted. 
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TEXT. TARATHRASE. 

^ Being made fo much better ThlS high dignity belong! tO hitll 9 bccduffe 4* 

than the angels, as he hath ^ • f 0 much better and more honourable 

by inheritance obtained a w - . r 

more excellent name than than the angels, as he does upon his relur- 

5 they. For unto which of re $i on inherit a more excellent name and 

2 authority than they. And that he then inhe- 5 - 

day have i begotten thee l rited a. more excellent name than they 5 is 

manifeft from what God fays to him upon 
that occafion, as particularly by what he fays 
to him, Tfal. ii. 7. Thou art my Son , this 
day have I begotten thee (m). 

NOTES. 

^ (m) Toy unto which of the angels faid he at any time , Thou art my Son y this day have l 
begotten thee ?J Unlefs thefe words in the fecond pfalm, from whence they are cited, are 
underftood to be fpoken of and to Chrift, I caivt fee how the infpiration of this epiftle 
can be maintained. And I muft own, that it is my opinion, that the palTage relates not to 
David at all, but to Chrift only. A ftrefs feems here manifeftly to be laid upon the great- 
nefs of the thing that is fpoken of in the paffage of the pfalm ; that ’tis coo great to have been 
faid at any time to any, even the higheft, of the angels. But in my apprehenfion, the ci¬ 
tation muft have appeared not very pertinent, and the proof not full and cogent, in eafe fuch a 
reply as this could, with any truth, have been made to our author’s argument : <c This fame 
thing, and thefe very words were fpoken by God to, or concerning David ; and there- 
<c fore they cannot be too great to be ufed concerning the angels, who are vaftly fuperiour 
Ci to him.” They feem to me therefore bef^ to confult the reputation of our infpired au¬ 
thor, who underftand the palTage in the pfalm, to relate to Chrift only. And fince the ene¬ 
mies of chriftianity have taken occafion to infult our Saviour, and the writers of the new 
teftament, for fuch kind of citations, it cannot be thought foreign to the defign of thefe 
papers, if I indeavour to juftify thefe citations as they come in my way, and to (how that 
the ufe that is made of fuch texts, is exa&ly according to the original defign of the writers 
of the old teftament. 

It may be a ftrong prefumption in favour of the writers of the new teftament, who have 
here, and in other places, applied the fecond pfalm to Chrift, that it has been generally 
owned by the ancient j pe<ws y who were well verfed in the old teftament, that the pfalm re¬ 
lated only to the MefTiah, and not to Davidy who is the only perfon pretended to be the fub- 
jett of the pfalm by chofe who deny it to belong to the Memah. Thofe later Jtewifi writers, 
who have interpreted it of Davidy have been forced to own they herein went contrary to 
their own writers. Thus David Kimcbi, who lived in the latter end of the iith century, 
in the conclufion of his comment on this pfalm, wherein he had applied it to Davidy fays : 
t£ There are fome whs expound this pfalm of Gog and Magog , and MefTiah, that is the king 
tc Meiliah : and thus our Rabbis of bleflcd memory, have expounded it. And if the pfalm 
£C be thus explain’d, the fenfe will be clear. But *tis more likely, that David compofed 
,c this pfalm concerning himfclf, as we have explained it.” Rabbi Solomon Jarcbiy who 
vas cotemporary with him, owns the fame thing, but honeftly gives this remarkable reafon 
why he diftered from their ancient writers. w But, fays he, in "order to the better anfwcr- 
u ing the hcreticks [he means the Chriftians] it is more advifeable to underftand the pfalm 
** cf Dav'dX Certainly when the contents of the pfalm are throughly confidered, it will ap- 
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NOTES. 


Jpear, that thefe two Rabbis had very little reafon to recede from the opinion of their pre- 

deceflors. 

One thing may be here premifed for the better underftanding of the pfalm, and that is, 
the whole erf it fhould be confidered as uttered in the perfon of the Meffiah ; and whatever 
are the words of God the Father to him, are here related by the Mefliah as his. This way 
of expounding the pfalm avoids the frequent change of the fpeaker, which rauft otherwite 
of necefllty be allowed. Nor can I perceive the leait difficulty in keeping to this rule, through 
the whole pfalm. 1 fhall now briefly go over the pfalm, as far as 1 think is neceffary to 
juftify the application which the writers of the new teftament make of it. 

In the three firft verfes of the pfalm, Chrift reprefents the confpiracy and contrivances of 
the yews and Gentiles againft God and himfelf. i. Why do the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing ? z. The kings of the earth fit tbemfilves, and the rulers take counfil 
together, againft the Lord, and againft his anointed, faying , 3. Let us break their bands a - 
funder, and caft away their cords from us. The two firft of thefe verfes are interpreted by 
St. Peter, to relate to the united attempts of the yews and Gentiles againft Chrift, Afts iv. 

— 18, According to whom here fignify the heathen , which is ordinary and common, 

and D'QkV the people of Ifrael, which feems to me the only plaufible objeftion that lies 
againit this interpretation, becaufe that is frequently ufed to fignify the heathen alfb. But 
as the word fignifies people in general, it might be fpoken of the yewifi, as well as any 
other people ; as I.think it is in Gen . xxv. 2.3. and by the pfalmift himfelf, PfaL vii. 7. 
So pall the congregation of the people compafs thee about: for their fakes therefore re - 
turn thou on high . And more exprefly bv the prophet Ifa. li. 4. Hearken unto me my people, and 
give ear unto me, O my nation, 7* And provided the people are thus underflood here 

for the people of Ifrael, it is not eafy to perceive how the two firft verfes of the pfalm can 
be underflood other wife than St. Peter applied them. For though the Philiftines were hea¬ 
thens, and they waged war againft David ; and David Kimchi indeavours to explain the 
pfalm by thar, a Sam . v. 17. When the Philiftines heard that they had anointed David king over 
Ifrael, all the Philiftines came up to fiek David : yet it is remarkable that the heads or chiefs of 
the Philiftines are never, in the Scripture, called kings, but only lords. Kimchi takes notice of 
this objection, and indeavours thus to anfwer it. u He calls them, fays he, kings an A princes,. 
<£ although we never find them called otherwife than lords of the Philiftines, becaufe from their 
cc pride they reckoned themfclves kings, although they really were not: or perhaps this is be- 
“ caufe the kings of neighbouring nations joined their forces with them.” This feems a ve¬ 
ry poor evafion, Befides, the Philiftines never joined with the yews in a confpiracy againft 
David. They were not concerned in the rebellion of Abfalom , or in any confpiracy of 
his fubjefts againft him. But nothing can be more exaft than the accompliftiment of thefe 
words of the pfalmift, if they are undei'ftood to relate to Chrift ; and efpecially if we explain 
vcr. z. by ver 1. and fuppofe the kings of the earth to fignify the heathen kings, and the rw- 
lers to be the yewifi rulers. Chrift was himfelf put to death by the authority of the one, 
and at the inftigation of the other : and thefe concur’d afterwards in their attempts to over¬ 
throw his kingdom. Nor can I eafily believe, that the expreffions here ufed, are to be li¬ 
mited to the oppofition made againft Chrift, while here on earth *, but that they extend to 
what was done againft him afterwards. The 9th and 10th verfes feem plainly to carry the 
defign of the pfalm thus far, I will however own, after all I have faid, that the expreffion 
of the people, ver. 1. might well enough be taken to be exegetical of the heathen : and the 
beft evidence that St. Peter was in the right when he took it otherwife, is to be gathered 
from the fcope of the pfalm : for if it appears to be concerning Chrift, the interpretation will 
be eafy and natural to us who underftand the particular circumftaAccs of his hiftory, however 
cbfcure it might have been before the accompliftiment. 

In the three next verfes Chrift declares that God would fruftrate all the attempts of his 
enemies, and eftablifti and fecure his kingdom. 4. He that fttteth in the heavens pall lau h r 
the Lord Pall have them in derift on. 5. Then ft all he fieak unto them in his wrath , and vex 
thetA in his fore difpleafure , faying, 6. Tet have I fit [or anointed] m king upon my holy 
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Chap. I. 



bill *f Zion. The 6th verfe is a confiderable argument again# the pfalm's relating at all 
to David . Tis true, Zion is called the city of David, becaufe he took it, i Sam . v. 7* 
But we never read, of David* s being anointed, or inaugurated in zion . The Vulg. and. 
LXX. tranilate it as though they had read inflead of ^rQpJ as it is in our He¬ 

brew copies. For thus they render this and. the next verfe. But I am confiituted king by him f 
upon Zion his holy bill, declaring his command. The Lord bath /aid to me, ff.ou art my Son f 
&c. In like manner they render what is 7 Q m y king, in the Hebrew, as though it were 
JJOQ king by him \ and fb is turned as though it were lUJHp his, in- 

Itead of my holy hill. I can’t perceive any defign could be much ferved, let the corruption 
be on which fide it will. But I mud own, the fenfe feems to me to be moft; ealy and 
natural, if we follow the Hebrew rather than the LXX. which Is here clofely copied by the 
Vulg. But fhould we adhere to the LXX. the expreflion is lingular, if underflood of 
David, who is never, that I remember, faid to be king in zion • His reign is always fpo- 
ken of in different terms, and reckoned to be either in Hebron, or in Jerufalem. See 2 Sam. 
v. 4. 1 Kings ii, i. 1 Chron . xxix. 26, 17. But there is nothing more frequent in the 

language of the prophets, than to fet forth Chrift as reigning in zion, as every one knows 
who is at all vers’d in their writings. 

Next Chrift proceeds to declare the decree of God, ver. 7. from whence our author takes 
his citation : I will declare the decree. The Lord hath faid unto me. Thou art my Son this day 
have I begotton thee. To whomfoever the words are applied, the decree nuift lignify the 
refblution, purpofe, or determination of the Lord : and his declaring it muft import his 
making this known to the world, or rather more efpecially to his church. Compare 
Pfal. xxii. 14, 25, The decree feems not to be wholly comprehended in this verfe ; but 
to take in what follows, ver. 8, 9. if not all the reft of the pfalm. The Lord, whofe de¬ 
cree this is faid to be, can be no other than God the Father, who made him both Lord 
and Chrift, Affs ii. $ 6 . Philip. ii. 9. The time of this decree’s taking place, is faid to be 
this day . Some would underftand this of eternity, wherein there is no fucceflion of dura¬ 
tion, but a perpetual now: and fb they underftand this as denoting an eternal generation 
of the Son. But this interpretation ftiould be owned to be a miftake by all who ac¬ 
knowledge the infpiration of the author of this epiftle, fince he never gives the leaft inti¬ 
mation of any fuch fenfe of the word [Jpn d a y. Nay, we may, in my opinion, 

from what he fays on another occafion, borrow a clear confutation of this interpretation. 
Chap. iy. 7. Again he limiteth a certain day, faying, by David, to day, after fo long a twie y 
as it is faid. To day if ye will hear his voice , harden not your hearts, cited from Pfal . xcv. 7. 
If then the word QVH t0 day , does limit a certain day, in Pfal. xcv. why fhould not the 
fame word as well limit a certain day here, Pfal, ii. 7. The queftion however ftill remains, 
what is that certain limited day, here defigned ? This fhould, in my opinion, be anfwer- 
ed from the foregoing verfe. Tet have I anointed my king upon my holy hill of Zion. This 
day then will be the time wherein God’s king,’ the Lord Jefus, was anointed in zion. 
And when the enemies of Chriftianitv can fhow that the Scripture ever ufes fuch language, 
concerning David, they may more plauftbly apply the words to him. In the mean while, 
fince *tis notorious that this fuits the ftile of the prophets, concerning Chrift and his king¬ 
dom, ’tis but reafbnable to underftand the words thus, <c That this decree relates to that 
<£ particular tifre, wherein Chrift received his kingly power and authority from the Father.’* 
Nor can this day then denote any other than that of our Lord’s refurrettion from the dead. 
Many places, if there were need for it, might be mentioned, to prove that his kingly pow¬ 
er, in the fiill extent of if, bears date from his refurrettion. See Mat. xxviii. 20. Eph.i. 
20 — 22. Philip . ii. 9. 1 Pet . iii. 21, 22. with many others. But there is one text to our 

purpofe, of which it may be proper to take notice, becaufe ’tis"thought to be difficult, and 
is indeed by many mifunderfiood : Mat. xix. 28. jefus faid unto them [the apoftles] Verily 1 
fay unto you, that ye which have followed me in the regeneration, when the fin of man flail fit in 
the throne of his glory, ye alfo flail fit upon twelve thrones , judging the twelve tribes e/"Iirael. 
Where our tranflacion refers thofc words, in the regeneration , to the time wherein the apoftlea 

C 2 fol- 
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followed him while he was here on earth. But they ought to he joined to the fuceeeding claufr* 
In the regeneration mien the Son of man (ballfit in the throne of his glory ; and the fenfe of them 
is this: <c As to you, who are my apoftles, and have forfaken all to follow me j you {hall by no 
w means lole your reward. For when the time of the regeneration comes, that is, when the 
« Son of man {hall be begotten again, or be begotten from the dead, and {hall, as he then 
« {hall, fit in the throne olhis glory, then {hall ye alfo fit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
u tribes of Ifrael ; that is, you {hall have the adminiftration and government of my church 
<c committed unto you.” And to make our tranflation exaft, nothing more is needful, than 
barely to remove the comma put after regeneration, a little backwarder, and place it after 
me. And thus, according to thefe words of our Saviour, his advancement to his throne, or 
his being anointed or conftituted king, commences with his •7rct\iyfai<Tict r his being rege¬ 
nerated, or raifed from the dead. As Chrift was the Son of God upon other accounts, lo par¬ 
ticularly upon this of God’s communicating a new life to him upon his refurreftion, (for it 
was God the Father, who raifed him from the dead. Gal, i, 1.) and therefore is hia refurrefti- 
on {poken of as a clear proof of his Sonlhip, Rom. i, 3, 4. Concerning his Son yefus Chrifi 
cur Lord, which was made of the feed of David, according to the fleft, and declared [or deter¬ 
mined] to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holinefs , by the refurre&ion 
from the dead. And if a Son , then, according to St. Paul's rule, an heir of God . Gal. iv. 7.’ 
Rom. viii. 17. and the more eminent the relation, the more glorious the inheritance. Hence 
are thofe two things joined together concerning him, Pfal. lxxxix. 17. I will make him my 
frfi-born , higher than the kings of the earth. And as the mention of his inheritance imme¬ 
diately follows, here in this fecond pfalm, his being declared to be the Son of God, begotten 
by him \ we muft underAand the life then communicated to him, to be a life fuited to the 
inheritance promifed ; that is, that it muft be fuch a glorious and endlefs life as that which 
was bellowed upon him at his refiirreftion. Let any one compare the interpretation David 
Ximcbi gives of this verfe, he will lee that nothing can be more jejune, after all he has done 
to wreft and ftrain it. Thus upon thefe words, This day have I begotten thee , he fays CDVH 
ph» V? npbu; pm kh Tvoasto <c The day when he was anointed, was 

the day when God took him for his Son.” But how can this be, fince his anointing is juft 
before faid to be upon Zion ? 

It will probably be here objtfted,. that the Sonfhip of Chrift, according to the explication 
now given, relates to his being made King and Lord, whereas our author, Chap: v. 5. applies 
it to his priefthood, chrifi glorified not himfelf to be made an Highprieft, but he that faid unto 
him. Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 

In anfvver to this we may fay, That when Chrift is confider’d as a prieft, it is not as a 
prieft of the common fort, but of a very peculiar anddiftinguiihed order, which is frequently afc 
ferted in this epiftle. He is a prieft after the order of Melchizedec , and what a prieft he was 
as declared, Chap. vii. 1, ,1. He was by interpretation king of righteoufnefs, and king of Salem-, 
which is king of peace, at the fame time that he was priejl of the moft high God. Such muft 
Chrift alfo be underftood to be, a royal or kingly prieft, or a prieftly king. It was not un- 
ufual among the.Heathen for thefe two offices to be conjoined in the fameperfon, 

Jlfx Anius, rex idem hominum , Phcebiq; facerdos ; 

And fb th e Roman Emperours were likevvife pontifices or high-priefts. Nor were the yews unac¬ 
quainted with this manner of expreftion, Exod. xix. 6. And ye fball be unto me a kingdom ofpriefts, 
Pcarite/ov in the LXX, which is followed by the apoltle, 1 Pet. ii. 9. compare Rev, 

u6. v. 10. xx. 6. I hefe offices which weconfidcr as two, are fo conjoined inChrilt, as to become, 
as it were, one in his executing them. His kingfhip relates to his power over us and all things: 
but his pH til hood relates to his tranfa&ing matters with God for us. Now thefe offices may be 
confider d as thus connected in him, that what he does as a king in his adminiftration, ,h.e firft 
obtains.as-a prieft from God. This perfectly agrees with what follows in the pfalm, where after 
•he ment ion of his Sonfhip, which implies his being heir, it is immediately added, Aik of me, and 
t+ffyaH give thee the, Heathen for thine inheritance^ and the utter moft parts of the earth for tly 
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pojfejpon . Thou /bait break them with a rod of iron, thou Jbalt dafb them in pieces like a potters 
veffely v. 8, 9. And this, our Saviour tells us, he received of his Father, Rev. ii. 27. Hence, 
notwichflanding Chrift’s kingly power, he promifes his difciples, that upon his departure he 
would pray the Father for them, John xiv. 16. And he is represented as making continual in- 
terceffion for all them that come to God by him* Ueb, vii, 2 5,- 

Let me briefly take notice of fome expreflions in the reft of the Pfalm , which feem plainly 
applicable to Chrifl, but not to David . Such particularly is that vet. 8. Ask of me , and I jball 
give thee the Heathen for thine inheritance , and the ut term of parts of the earth for thy pojfejpon„ 
Had this been a direction and promife to David y certainly we fhould Have had fome hint of 
his asking accordingly, and of the accomplifhment of the promife. But Davicf s conquefts 
among the Heathen were too incon fid erable to anfwcr co fuch magnificent expreflions, nor 
were ever the uttermoft parrs of the earth his pofleflion. 

Again ; how was it true of David, That he broke [or as the LXX, fed or ruled, where our 
Saviour does follow the LXX, Tro/pcLv&ic, Rev, ii. 27.} them [the Heathen, and the utter^ 
mofl parts of the earth, particularly their kings aud judges] with a rod of iron y and dafked 
them in pieces like a potter's vejfel, ver. 9 ? 

Again ; where are the Heathen kings and judges required and commanded to fubmit to Da¬ 
vid as God’s fon ? Or, where have wc any fuch intimation of the terriblenefs of Davids an¬ 
ger, as we have here of the Son’s ? Or, in fine, where do we find that God required men, and 
particularly the Heathen kings and judges, to truf in David , or pronounced thofe blejed thaO- 
did fo, ver. iz, Thefe things are eafily accounted for when underflood of Chrifl, and the 
fcnle of the Pfalm is thus clear, as David Kimchi is forced to own : but the expreflions mull 
be racked and tortured to make them fuir David y or any perfon whatever befide the Mefliah. 
Upon the whole therefore, there appears not any reafon why we fhould doubt of the juflnefs 
and pertinence of this citation. 

(«) And again, I will be to him a Father , and he fbaU be to me a This citation has 

been thought by many to be a ftrong argument to prove the double fenfe of prophecies; ic be- 
ing generally fuppofed, that the words were firft ntcered concerning Solomon, and that they are 
in a more famous fenfe accommodated by our author co Chrifl. Nor can it be doubted, thaf' 
there is a prophecy concerning Solomon that has expreflions very like to thofe which arc here 
cited as relating to Chrifl. 

This argument has been largely ccmflder’d and anfwcj’d by Mr. fihifon, in his Accomplishment > 
of Scripture frcphechs , p. 247, &c. And to him the reader is referred, who defires to fee the 
matter handled more fully than can be well expefted in fuch fhort notes as thefc. I fhall endea¬ 
vour to abridge as much of what he has offer’d, as I think is futf.cient to juflify our author, 
and {hall interfperfe fome obfervations of my own. 

To fot then this matter in a clear light, *tis to be obferved that there are two prophecies ill 
which we have great likenefs in tne expreflions. One of thefc is fit down, z Sam, vifw 
4— 17. 2nd is again related, 1 Chron . xvii. 4— ] 5. The other is related, 1 Ckron. x\ii 7—10. 
and is many times referr’d to in other places. For difiinflion and fhort nefs fake, I fhall, ac¬ 
cording to the order in which they fland in the facrcd hillory, call the former the frff, and tire 
or her the pcond prophecy . 

Now here I would have it remembred, that the. text under con fide rat ion, is a citation out 
of the firft prophecy, and not out of the fccond. This obfervation is founded upon a coir.pari- 
fon of our author’s words with the two prophecies. The words cited arc, I will be to hm a 
Patter^ and ho fall be to-mc a Sen* And.the words fland cxr.fily in the fame order in the firft' 
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prophecy, z Sam. vii. 14. 1 Chron. xvii. 1 3 * whereas the order of the two parts of that 
fenrence which feems parallel to this, is inverted in the fecond prophecy. Thus 1 Chron . 
xxii. 10. Hepall be my Son, and I <wtU be bis Father , And the like order is obferved, when 
this fccond prophecy is referred to, t Chron. xxviii. 6. What the reafon is of this different or¬ 
der in the two prophecies will be afterwards confider’d. At prefent the reader is to obferve 
that the citation of our author appears to be taken out of the firft prophecy, with which it ex¬ 
actly agrees; and that the infpired writer warrants that only to be a prophecy of Chrift; and 
that he has no concern with the fccond prophecy at all, nor docs he by way of accommodati¬ 
on apply ic to Chnft, 

Having obferved this, I ihall now, for the juflification of the writer of this epiftle, {how 
that thefe two prophecies are intirely diftinft, and that the firft relates intirely to the Mefliah, 
as the fecond does intirely to Solomon , and his pofiericy. Now, for ,the clearing this diftin&i- 
on of the two prophecies, let ic be remarked, 

i. That thefe two prophecies were delivered by God to two different perfons. The firft 
was revealed to Nathan, 1 Sam, vii. 4. The word of the Lord came to Nathan. In like 
manner, 1 Chron. xvii. 3. whereas concerning the fecond prophecy ’tis faid. That the word of 
the Lord came unto David, 1 Chron . xxii. 8. xxviii. 3, 6. x Kings v. 5. vi. 11. viii. 15, 18, 
*4, 15. ix. z Chron, vi. 15—17. vii. 18. 

z. The two prophecies, according to the order in which they ftand in the hiftory, werp 
delivered at different, and, probably, at confiderably diftant times : the firft ibon after his 
being made king over all Ifrael , the fecond toward the conclufion of his reign, and, perhaps, 
but a little before the birth of Solomon, 

3. However pofitive many are, chat the firft prophecy related to a temple which fhould be 
built within a few years, by a fbn of his who fhould next fucceed him in his kingdom; yet 
’tis not very likely that David himfelf fo underftood ic. ’Tis much more probable that he 
.thought it was concerning a houfe that fhould be built in the latter ages by die Mefliah, who 
fhould defeend from him. He might therefore, upon this account, imagine chat the prophecy 
related not to the ark of God that dwelt in curtains, nor amounted to a prohibition of his 
building a houfe wherein he might place it r and being unwilling to quit his defign and defire, 
he might inquire of God, whether he fhould, notwithflanding that prophecy, build fuch an 
houfe for the ark ; and this might be the occafion of the fecond prophecies being revealed tp 
himfelf. If it was as clear and certain, as fome now pretend, that the firft prophecy was to 
allure David, that his fbn, who fhould immediately fucceed him, fhould build fuch a temple, 
it is very ftrange that David himfelf fhould have been in the leaft doubt, whether he fhould 
himfelf wholly forbear building; or, that he fhould need any farther revelation concerning 
that matter. 

4. *Tis highly improbable that the two prophecies fhould relate to one and the fame fubjeft, 
becaufe the fecond mentions Solomon by name, who is never mentioned in the firft. They 
each, indeed, fpeak of a fbn of David who was to build an houfe for God ; but there is a re¬ 
markable difference in the manner in which the two prophecies deferibe that fbn of David . 
The fecond prophecy fpeaks thus of him: Behold a fin pall be born to thee , who pall be a man 
of rep ; and 1 will give him refi from all his enemies round about ; for his name pall be Solomon, 
and I will give peace and quietnefs unto Ifrael in his days. He pall build an houfe for my name , 
I Chron. xxii. 9, 10. But ’tis quite another account that is given of the fbn of David in the 
firft prophecy, 1 Chron, xvii. 11, it. And it pall come to pafs, when thy days are expired, that 
thou mufi go to be with thy fathers, that I will raifi up thy feed after thee, which pall be of thy 
fins, and I will efiablip his kingdom. He pall build me an houfe. Compare z Sam, vii. 11,13. 
The fbn therefore mentioned in this firft prophecy, was to be raifed up after David's death ; 
but what railing up can be intended, if this is fpoken of Solomon ? He was not only born, 
but raifed to the throne, and crowned king before David's death ; and confequently he could 
not be the fbn of David mentioned in the firft prophecy, who was to be raifed up after David' s 
days were expired. 

5, We may argue the- two prophecies are intirely diftinfl, and do not both of them refec 
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to the fame fon of David, who was to build God an houfe, from the very different reafons 
which are given in each, why the houfe was to be built by David *s fbn, and not by himfelf. 
In the fecond prophecy we have this reafbn afligned for it, Becaufe David had /bed blood abun¬ 
dantly , and made great wars , but his fon Solomon fiould be a man of reft, and God would give 
him r eft from all his enemies round about , i Chron. xxii. 8, 9. xxviii. z , 3, 1 Kings v. 3. which 
reafbn was very pertinent in the cafe of Solomon j and no doubt it would have been taken no¬ 
tice of in the other prophecy in one of the two places where *tis fet down, had that alfo rela¬ 
ted to the fame matter. But fiippoftng the firft prophecy refers only to an houfe to be built by 
the Mefliah many ages after David's death, the mention of David's wars and fhedding blood 
abundantly, could be nothing to the purpofe. And accordingly, in the firft; prophecy we ne¬ 
ver meet with the leaft hint of this reafon : but the only reafbn fpecified, why David's {on 
fhould build God an houfe, is the regard God bore to David f, and his refolution to build him 
an houfe, and to reward him for his piety, in defigning to build an houfe for God. To allure 
David of this, he lets him know that the Meftiah fhould defeend from him ; and that thus in 
him, who fhould indeed build a glorious houfe for God, David's houfe and throne fhould be 
eftablifhed. See z Sam. vii. 

6 . There is this remarkable difference between the two prophecies, that in the fecond con¬ 
cerning Solomon mention is only made of ejlabliping his throne for ever , 1 Chron. xxii. 10. 
xxviii. 7, which would be accoroplifhed in a race of kings defeending from, and through all 
ages fucceeding him ; whereas in thp firft prophecy we have mention made, not only of ejla- 
bliping his throne for ever , 1 Chron. xvii. iz. but what is vaftly more, the ejlablijbing this fbn 
of David for ever in God’s houfe or kingdom , which argues the prophecy to belong to Chrifh* 
Thus vet, 14. J will fettle him in mine houfe, and in my kingdom for ever, and his throne pall 
be ef abliped for evermore. Upon which we have this comment of the angel who appeared to* 
the bleffed virgin, Luke i. 31, 33. The Lord pall give unto him the throne of his father David.. 
And he pall reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever t and of bis kingdom there pall be no end. This 
was never dehgned concerning Solomon ; nor have we the leaft intimation of any conditional 
promife, that he fhould be exempted from death, to which his father David was fubjeft, but 
death would as certainly put an end to his reign as to his faiher's. This circumftance feems to 
me to determine the firft prophecy wholly and fblely to belong to the Meftiah. 

7. Thefe two prophecies appear to be intirely different, becaufe the promife contained in 
the fecond is only conditional, but that contained in the firft is absolute and unconditional. 
That the promife in the fecond prophecy is conditional, is plain from its exprefs 
words, 1 Chron. xxviii. 7. Moreover , / wiU eftablip his kirgdem, if he be conftant to do 
my commandments and judgments , as at this day. And accordingly David , with this con- 
fideration, urges Solomon to ferve the Lord, ver. 9. Jf thou feek him , he will be found of thee: 

but if thou forfake him , he will cap thee off forever. Compare, Chap, xxii, li-13. On 

the other hand, the promife in the firft prophecy, is abfolute and unconditional, Chap, xvii*. 
11—15. Hereby the relation of this prophecy to the Meftiah feems abundantly confirmed, 
all the other prophecies concerning him being of the like nature; whereas all the promifes 
that were not concerning him, always implied,, if they did not exprefs, a condition. In the 
cafe of Solomon the condition is plainly exprefted ; and accordingly there was no breach of 
promife in God’s putting an utter end to Solomon s kingdom, at the Babylonip captivity, he 
having broken the condition of the promife. But the promife of the Mcffiah’s kingdom be¬ 
ing abfoJute, and it being impoflible that he fhould fail of any thing the Father requires of 
him, his kingdom is an cverlalling kingdom, and will continue to the end of the world. 

Let it here be added, that this fee ns to be the reafon why the expreftion he pall be my Son , 
is always in the fecond prophecy put before the other, I will be his Father ; namely, be¬ 
caufe the condition is not before exprcfs’d ; hereby is intimated, that God’s being a Father to 
Solomon , and his dealing with him as fuch, depended upon Solomon s behaving himfelf as a 
Son, as the condition or the promife : whereas in the firft prophecy, according to what was> 
obferved before, the order of the expreftions is inverted, and God’s abfolute ingaging him felt 
to be a Father to him always ftands firft. 

The 
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The two chara&ers likewife mentioned by Mr. Whifion, p. are very remarkable, and 
deem to me dearly to fhow that the time fpoken ot in the prophecy cannot be that of So¬ 
lomon. The firft is contained in thofe words : I will appoint a place for my people Ifrael, and 
will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more. z Sam. vii, io. 
t Chron. xvii. 9. which can’t belong to Solomon's time, when they had never been removed 
out of their own land, all their removals and captivities having happened fince. The like 
is the other charafter, Neither pall the children of wickednefs ajfliH them any more , as in the 
beginning , and as fince I commanded judges to be over my people lfrael; whereas the greateft pare 
of their oppreffions, miferies, and perfections, have fallen out fince Solomon s time. 

A plaufible objection is urged again 11 what has been faid, from z Sam. vii. 14. / wiU be his 
father, and he pall be my fin: if he commit iniquity I wiU chaflifi him with the rod of men , and 
with the firipes of the children of men , Now, fay they who underftand this of Solomon , how 
can you allow that fuch language could be ufed of the Mefliah, who did no iniquity, and in 
whofe mouth no guile was ever found l And truly, if there were a necefilty of undemanding 
and rendering the words in the fame way with our own and other interpreters, I can’t fee 
but that this objection muft be unanfwerable, unlef9 we fhould have recourfe to the falvo 
which has been offered, that as this claufe does not appear in Chronicles , *tis to be look’d upon, 
as interpolated in Samuel , But fince the LXX and the Hebrew agree in reading this pafiage, 
it feems to me unrcafbnable to reject it, without the utmoft necefficy, upon a bare conjecture 
not warranted by fo much as one ancient copy or verfion. And indeed, when the pafiage is 
lendred as it ought to be, there will be no reafon to fufpeCt any corruption in the place, either 
from the negligence or preemption of tranferibers. Now, to put this in a clear light, it will 
be proper to fee down the original words of that part of the fencence which has been miftaken, 
ITTOim imyru "WH which our tranflation renders, If he commit iniquity I will chaflifi 
him, referring to the Ion of David fpoken of: but it feems plain to me, that the words fhould 
be tranflated, Wl. ofiever pall commit iniquity I wiU chaflifi him with the rod of men , &c. The 
whofiever is to be under flood of thofe who belonged to the Mefliah, and were his people or 
fubjefts. To juflify this way of rendering the place I offer thefe two confederations. 

1. That the word may be thus rendered in this place, becaufe this is perfectly agree¬ 

able to the manner in which it is ufed elfewhere : nor is it uncommon in other languages for 
the demonArative pronoun to be omitted before the relative, as tile in Latin before qui , or 
-in Creek before o<, and fo NTH may be eafily implied in or the ellipfis may 

be fupplied by ILPS or 7 D which ufe to be followed by7UJK. I will here mark a few pla¬ 
ces where we have ufed juft in this manner, which the reader may compare, Exod*. 

»x. zi. man irupa nsi ray ns my*i nirp *m bs y±? du; s 1 ? -wxi 

And he that [that is whofiever ] regarded not the word of the Lord, left his fervants and his cattle 
in the field. So Jofi.xv. 16. Judg . i. 12. He that fmiteth Kirjath-fephar, and taketh it, to him 
will I give Achfah my daughter to wife. In all which places the LXX, Vulg . and our own 
Tranflation agree in rendring in the fenfe I contend for in this place. Compare alfb, 1 Sam . 

xi. 7, 8 . and many other places. The not tranflating the word thus does fometimes fpoil the 
fenfe of the facred writers. I will mencion one text which I take to be a plain evidence here- 
of, Pfal. lxxviii. 1, Give ear , O my people, to my law, incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
z. I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark fayings of old. 3. Which we have 

heard and known , and our fathers have told us. Where our tranflation by the which, 1 ter. 3. 
connefts that and the foregoing verfe together, as chough what follows in the Pfalm were the 
parable or dark fayings referr’d to ver. z. although there is not in all the reft of the Pfalm any 
thing that looks like a parable or dark faying ■, but it is all a plain and eafy relation of the pait 
works of God in a way of confeflion or thankfgiving. And therefore, as there is no conne¬ 
xion in the nature of the fubjeft treated of in the two firft verfes, and that which runs through 
the refl of the Pfalm ; a new fenfe fhould have been begun ver. 3. which fhould have been 
render d, Whatfbevcr things we have heard and known , and our fathers have told us, we will 
not hide them, &fc. I have the rather mentioned this, becaufe ver. z. is cited by the Evangc- 
aft as a prophecy of Chrift s fpeaking in parables, Matth , xiii. 35. which I can’t perceive to be 
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6 And again, when he So far is he from fpeaking in fuch a manner to 6. 

Kiimto* the worilhe b |uh,' any of the angels, that on the contrary, when 

he brings again his firft begotten into the 

world, railing him from the dead, he fays. 

And 


NOTES, 


true in cafe our tranflation is right. But when the two firft verfes of the pfalm are under¬ 
stood as an intire difcourfe, and quite diftincl from the reft of the pfalm , there is nothing in 
them that does not fuit our redeemer ; and indeed, the language of them feems more proper to 
be fpoken by him than by David . How thofe two verfes come to Hand thus alone, and whe¬ 
ther there be any diilocation of them is not the matter of our prefent inquiry. All that is af- 
ferted concerning them will, I imagine, appear plain to him who carefully reads the reft of the 
pfalm , So far, I hope, my way is clear, that "TCJK may be rend red the way now pro- 
pofed. 

z. The other thing which may be here urged is, that the fentence not only may, but real¬ 
ly rauft be thus rendred. Now this appears from the comment which we have upon this fa¬ 
mous prophecy in Pfal, lxxxix. where we have this matter fully exprefled, and this feufe is gi¬ 
ven of the paflage, which, by the way, (hows that it originally belonged to the prophecy. 
Ver . 30 — 33. If his children forfake my law , and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my 
flattetesy and keep not my commandments: then will I vifit their tranfgrejjiont with the rod y and 
their iniquity with Jlripes. Neverthelefsy my loving kindnefs I will not utterly take from him , nor 
fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail. 

It will be here objected, that fuppofing the firft prophecy, and confequently that claufe of 
it, I will be to him a Father , and he /ball be to me a Son , relates folely to Chrift, yet how could 
the author of this epiftle lay fuch a ftrefs, as he does upon it, to prove that Chrift has a more 
excellent name or authority than the angels ? For feeing the fame expreftions are confeftedly 
ufed in the fecond prophecy, why may it not as well be argued from them as they ftand there, 
that Solomon had a more excellent name and authority than the angels ? 

To this it may be anfwered \ that though the perfons fpoken of in the two prophecies are 
different, yet the things fignified concerning them are, in fome refpe&s, alike, and therefore 
’tis not ftrange that the expreffions ufed concerning them fhould be alike alfo. But then *tis 
obvious, that the expreffions are ufed in a very different latitude concerning the one and the 
other. As to Sohmon y what is faid can only relate to what God would give him and his pofterity 
in that temple he was to build at yterufalem , or rather in that comparatively fin all kingdom 
which he had then among the ifraelitet, To this purpofe are the words of the fecond pro¬ 
phecy, 1 Chron. xxii. 10. He JbaU build an houfe to my name 9 and he flail be my fifty and I will be 
his fathery and I will eftablifi the throne of hit kingdom over Ifrael for ever • Now fo long as 
Solomon perform’d the condition of this promife, he was intitled to a greater name, that is, to a 
greater authority over God’s church and people ifraely than the angels, who were not confli¬ 
cted rulers in the kingdom of lfrael y Michael being then their prince. But 'tis a vaftly greater 
throne, kingdom, and authority, which is fpoken of in the firft prophecy, which relates to the 
Mefliah: for it extends to the whole World, and is there abfolutely promifed to him. This 
may farther appear by comparing the other prophecies which treat of the fame matter, fuch as 
PfaL ii. and lxxxix. 17. which is a comment upon this firft prophecy. This was fuch an autho¬ 
rity as was never committed to any of the angels, the world to come having never been made 
fubjeft to them as *tis to Chrift* 
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all the angels of God be fubje&to And lct all the angels of 

° God. worlhip him. 

And 

NOTES. 

6 ( 0 ) Ordv 3 \i(JtLy<Lyw t Tgto}oTOK.or eii t oixxukvtiv, \kyoi, >9 ns&ffKWnr&TUfetr 

tivTfp vta'vtzs ayysho/ 05 if* And again, when he bringetb in the frfi begotten into the world, he 
faith, And let all the angels of Gcd wor/bip him.'] Our margin much betcer refers the again 3 to 
God’s-bringing his firft begotten into the world, rendring it, When ho bringeth again his firft 
begotten , &c* The order of the words in the original lead to this fenfe, and they cannot, without 
violence offer’d to them, bear the other tranflation. Befides, our common reading rcceeds 
from, the more ordinary ufe of the particle 3, as adverfative, and renders it and inhead of 
but, which does not at all fuit this writer’s difcourfe. For thus it hands: tc thrift has a 
,c more excellent name than the angels at his refurrettion *, for God never fpake in that man- 
tc ner to. any of them that he then did to him ; but inftead of that, he then commanded them 
€( to be fubjeft to him." The verfe therefore ought to be thus rendred : But when he again 
bringeth in the jirjl begotten into the world , he faith, And let aU the angels of God worfbip him . 

According to what was faid before, our author {peaks here of the time of Chrift’s refurre&i- 
on, when he had by himfelf purged our fins. He was once brought into the world at his incarna¬ 
tion. At his death he left the world and went to the Bather, John xvi. 2,8. And therefore at 
his refurre&ion God is faid again to have brought him into the world. Our author Teems 
very properly to have exprefs’d himfelf when he fays, God brought him again into the world, 
ei? t biKVfJLivnv, and does not add, (as Chap. ii. 6.) r //iAAwtfr, to come. For his incarna¬ 
tion was not a bringing him into the world to come ; and fo his refurre&ion could not be a 
bringing him again, or a fecond time into the world to come. And indeed that world to.come 
commenced at our Saviour’s refurre&ion, there being then an intire change made, in the ftate 
and government of the world. Now if this be the cafe, our author’s affertion is fully proved,, 
that Chrifl had at his refurreftion a more excellent authority conferr’d upon him, than can be 
pretended to belong to any of the angels. 

But for the vindicating our author in this citation, it feems very neceflary that we fhould 
conftder two difficulties which here offer themfelves. 

1. ’Tis matter of doubt whence this citation is taken; nor are the learned agreed in their 
fentiments concerning it; lome thinking that PfaL xcvii. 7. is the paffage here quoted, and 
others judging that thole words are cited, which we meet with in the LXX’s tranflation of Deut 
xxxii. 43. and which are not found in our prelent Hebrew copies. It mufl be owned that our 
ordinary copies of the LXX have, in Deut . exactly the fame word* which are fet down by our 
author; whereas in.the Pfalm there is a difference, mr&rKWMcLje ctv]q> 'zs-obrjic iyyiKoi dvjov- 
Where the firft word x} is wanting, there being nothing alfo to anfwer it in the Hebrew, and. 
Gr&ffKwnffetle is inftead of iz&crKvvtu?eLT*)G , <tVy and dvjti inftead of 0£«. I muft own it does 
not leem probable to me, , that the LXX met with this paffage in the Hebrew copies of Deut . 
from which they made their tranflation, becaufe they are Angular herein, there being no other 
verfion that reads this claufe there, no not the Samaritan. I am rather apt to fuipect, that 
this claufe was inlerted into that place by forne perlbn, who did not perceive that as it flood, 
in the Pfalm it was much to our author’s purpofe, and who was. officious, by a method never 
to be juftified,.to help him out by clapping it into a place where it might feem more pertinent,, 
and to cover the matter the betcer, he perhaps inferted the fame words exaftly which are fee 
down here in. this epiftle. And truly I can’t fee that flippofing the citation is taken from the 
Pfalmy that any more liberty is taken by our author,, than is ufedby all writers in their quo¬ 
tations. Nor does the author of this epiftle appear to have been very {olicitous to let down 
the very words of the LXX* Thus Chap . iu.u* he ufes * rayyt\al inftead of £ny\wp*.t, 
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AS ’tis in the LXX* Pf. xxii. 11. The reader may likewise compare Chap, viii. 8 — 11* with 
the LXX cranflation of Jerem, xxxi. 31^ 34. And in my mind the difference between the 
epiftle and the pfalm is too inconfiderable, to be made an evidence that the citation is not from 
the pfalm. For inftance, what does it fignify that the epiftle reads 09« of Cod , inftead of d\J\Z 
his in the LXX, when ’tis manifeft that by his muft be meant Cod's angels? and cfpecially is 
this not material, fince neither the one nor the other are in the Hebrew , it being there only, all 
ye Gods ; and when the LXX and this writer agreed in nnderftanding this of the angels, cer¬ 
tainly he had as much right by way of explication to add 0 sb, as they had duff. The additi¬ 
on likewife of x), and, fuppofing it not to have been ever in the Hebrew , is of as little mo¬ 
ment as the other. And farther, if with fome we could fuppofo, that the yews in oppofition 
to Chrift, and the writers of the new ceftament, have corrupted the LXX, it may not be un¬ 
likely that they read ts&fKuvw&TOKrcLV in the pfalm, as well as d/%yvBriTco<reLV in the {kmc 
verfe; at leaft the Hebrew will bear this rendring, and therefore nothing can be charged upon 
our author for choofing it. For VinnttJn may as well be the third perfon plural of the prateri- 
tum , as the imperative : and then Buxtorf's rule, Thefaur, p. 91. will take place: Frequentiffi- 
ma eft temperum commutatio & enaUage , ut prateriti pro future, & futuri pro praterito: & in 
conttnuata fententia fequens tempus trahttur plerumq\ in naturam pracedentis . But to fpeak my 
mind freely, as I cannot eafily fall in with the fuppofition of the citations being taken from 
Deut . it feems probable to me that our author’s copy of the pfalm had a 1 converjivum prefix’d, 
and that he read YinnttJHI which would turn the prateritum into a future fenfe, and account 
for his x} alfo. But this I fubmit to better judgments. 

They who are pofitive in determining that the citation is from Deut. would do well to con- 
fider, how uncertain the reading of the LXX there is. In our prefent copies we read : F.v- 
K££voi et/ua At vjfo, jo 'sr&aKvviureLTuffctv dv\$ TetVJgf dyyzf.oi 05b* kvp&iyQnls 
\ovr\, fs-i]d tb *etu civ}*, xj ivi^vtreiTuaetv <tv]u h'oj 0eS?, ort ri xifs.ee x. t. Rejoice , 

ye heavens , with him , and let all the angels of Cod worfbip him: rejoice , ye nations , with his 
people , and let all the fons of God be flrepgthend for comforted] in him : For he will avenge the 
blood, &c. Where Uobiltus tells us, “ chat the firft part. Rejoice , ye heavens , with him , and 
<£ let all the angels of Cod worfbip him , is wanting in the Hebrew and vulgate verfion ; as on 
<c the other hand, that which follows. Rejoice , ye nations , with his people , and let all the fons 
<c of God be flrong for him, is wanting in fome Creek copies.” Farther, an ancient MS. of Uni- 
verfity College in Oxford leaves out irom Et/<p&tv6ti\e *&voi to 0ca ; fee the Polyglot. And the 
Alexandrian MS. inftead of as-duls f xyyt’Koi 0 ew reads 'srctVfe f tfo/ 0e*, and inltead of dvrio 
'odvTif ifoi 0 s« has etuTBf azetvr s* xyyiXoi 0 «b. And Rpiphanius Hxr. LXIX. qua: eft Ari- 
an, Sett. 60. confirms partly this reading, quoting it thus : Let all the fons of God worfbip 
him y let all the angels oj God frengthen him : fo he underftood the words. This is confirm’d 
likewife by St. Aufiin in fine lib. V. Locutionum \ where having fet down the words accord¬ 
ing to the common reading of the LXX, And let all the angels of God worfbip him , he adds, 
<( Other copies read, Let all the fons of God worfbip him." Now if this be the true reading, 
the verfe in the pfalm is as near to our author’s citation as the LXX. 

’Tis very likely that this account may be left fatisfattory to others, who will be apt to infift 
upon the punctual agreement between this text and the place in Deut . and perhaps hope to im¬ 
prove this to the difadvantage of this and the other writers of the new teQament. Let ub 
therefore, to remove all occafion of cavilling, ftate the matter upon this fuppofition. And then we 
muft allow one of thefc two things: either, 1. That the palfage which now appears in the 
LXX tranftation of Deut. was originally in the Hebrew , and confequently that ’tis omitted in 
our prefent copies only through the carelefinefs of tranferibers. If this be granted, ’tis perhaps no 
more than muft be allowed to have happen’d in fome other p’aces, as is owned by the mod 
hearty and learned advocates for chrifiianicy. Nor can the thing be any great caule of won¬ 
der, confidering how few MSS. we have of the Hebrew to compare/ and through how 
many ages the pentateuch has been handed down to us. Or, 1. We muft allow that the paf- 
fage in Deut. was not originally .in the Hebrew , but has been inferted fince by the LXX. But 
then it muft be added, that the LXX took the inferted claufe from another place in tbe old 
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teAament, and particularly Pfal, xcvii. 7. And all that can be made of this fuppofition is, that 
our author has cited a paflage which the Jews who ufcd the LXX tranliation, did tAeem the 
reftimony of Mofes, but which is undoubtedly elfewhere the teAimony of fbme inlpircd writer. 
Nor could there be any fallacy in this, fince the, teflimony of any infpired writer of the old 
teflamtnt was readily received by the Hebrews , to whom the epiAle was. directed, and any 
fuch teAimony was allowed by them to be a full and authentick proof. And this he might 
the rather do, becaufe he might imagine the Jews would more eafily perceive by the other ex- 
preflions with which *tis joined in Deist. that it relaced to the times of the Mefliah and the 
world to come, than they would do in the pfalm, although I doubt not it there relates to the 
fame matter. I can’t fee that either way the citation can be urged as an argument againft the 
infpiration of our author, or to the prejudice of chriftianity. 

If it be inquired, How came the LXX to take fuch a liberty as they did according to this 
latter fuppolition ? It may be anfwered by thofe who go this way,That though it may be hard to- 
guefs fometimes at the reafons they might have, yet there is one that may be alleged with fome 
probability. They might imagine that the pfalm it frff from whence they borrow’d the paf- 
fage was writ by Mofes, and that therefore by iofertingit in the pentateuch they attributed no¬ 
thing to him but what was his. It was the opinion of fome of the ancient Jews, that as the 
title of the xc pfalm is A prayer of Mofes the man of God, and we Have no title of any of the fol¬ 
lowing pfa 1 ms before the ci, fo all thefe intermediate pfalms were compofed by Mofes: And 
the fame might have been the opinion of the LXX, in cafe they really inferted this claufe of, 
their own heads. ’Tis true we Chriftians cannot allow this, becaufe this infpired writer. 


Heb. iii. 7. aferibes one of thefe intermediate pfalms , the xcv, to David : - but the LXX may 
eafily be fuppofed to have been in a contrary opinion. 

1. The other difficulty which deferves our confideration is, how the words, from whence 
fo ever cited, are a proof of that matter for which, our author alleges them. And truly they 
appear to me to be very pertinently alleged, whether they are fuppofed to be taken from DeuU , 
or from PfaL xcvii. Let it be fuppofed that the paflage. is eked from Dent, xxxii. 43. accord¬ 
ing to the LXX,. the things with which it there Hands joined, evidence that it mu A relate to 
the time fpoken of in the epiftle. This may well be argued from that paflage which is read in 
the verfe both by the LXX and in the Hebrew . Rejoice , O ye nations, with his people. Nor 
do I here argue barely from St, Paul's having applied that paflage to thispurpofe, Rom. xv. 10. 
hut from the thing which every impartial reader will judge to be there defigned. If any ob¬ 
ject againft that interpretation of the paflage, that St. Paul often fpeaks of God’s calling the 
Gentiles as a myfiery : I grant that it was fo as to the manner in which they were called to be 
the people of God, without being required to become fubjedl to the Mofstick law. This was 
indeed a myAery hid from ages and generations ; nor had the Jews any expectation or notion 
of it, at our Saviour’s coming, and when the Gentiles were firft received into the church. . 
But as to the thing in general, that the Gentiles were to be admitted to be the people of God, 
and that the Mefliah was to be a light to lighten the Gentiles , ’tis fo frequently averted by 
ifaiah and other prophets, that it was next to impoflible. that the Jews who received and were 
very converfant witfrtheir prophecies fhould be ignorant of it. Accordingly the thing.in general 
has been acknowledged both by the ancient and modern Jews,. who from the direction of their, 
old prophets have univerfallyexpe&ed this event in the days ofthe Mefliah. Nor can there be. 
any reafon to doubt, that wherever this faCt is foretold, the times of the Mefliah are fpoken of. 
And if men will allow that there are any true prophecies at all in the old teftament relating ro 
the Gentiles, they will not be able to evade this. For when were thofe prophecies to be ac- 
complifhed if not in the Mefliah’s time? At what other time but that of the fetting up the king¬ 
dom of God, and inlarging his church under the Mefliah, had the Gentiles fuch fpecial reafon 
to rejoice ? This therefore feems to determine the place in Deuti to belong to the time to which 
our author refers k. Tis natural to fuppofe that it was one and the .fame time wherein the 
heavens were to rejoyce y and all the angels of God were to worpip or to fubjeft themfehes ro 
Chrift, and wherein the nations w r ere to rejoice with his people. And fince the latter, accord¬ 
ing to all the accounts of the old prophets,, is always reckoned to be at the fetting up the. 
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7, And of the angels he faith. 
Who maketh his angels fpi- 
rics, and his minifters a 
8 flame of fire. But unto 


And concerning the angels he faith (/>-), 
Who maketh his angels winds, and his 
minifters a flame of fire (q). Whereas con¬ 
cerning 

NOTES. 


7 

8 


kingdom of God under the Melfiah, the former muft be fo too : and confequently it muft be 
ax our Saviour’s refurretfion, the kingdom of the Mefliah then properly commencing. 

The fame argument will really fix the time refer’d to in Pfal xcvii. in like manner, and 
by conference fhew, that our author did not impofo upon his readers, fuppofino he cited 
that pfalm, or a palfage which the LXX. borrowed from it, and which they inferced into 
Deut . xxxii. 43. I will here take notice of twopailages in the pfalm, to this purppfe : ver. 1. 
Tie Lord reigneth y let the earth rejoyco : let the multitude of ijles be glad thereof . And whe¬ 
ther we render the place many ifes y or great ifes y what can they fignify but the ijles of the 
Gentiles? Gen. x. 5. Again, tier. 6 . The heavens declare his rtghteoujnefs , and aU the people 
[or rather peoples , a flile. familiar when the Gentil&s are intended] Jee his glory . But it may 
be farther urged concerning the pfalm, and confequently concerning the place in Deut. whe¬ 
ther it be confidered as parallel to that in the pfalm, or as borrowed from it by the LXX. that 
when ’tis faid, The Lord reigneth , that expreflkm leems evidently to denote the fecting up 
God’s kingdom in the earth. It may be here farther alleged, that ver. 1 — 5. of the pfaim, 
do exaftly fuit the other prophetick defcriptions we have of the circumftances of our 
Lord’s refurre&ion in the pfalms, as particularly Pfal. xviii. 7—15. concerning the fenfe of 
which, the reader is refer’d to a diflcrtation upon Rom. xv. 9. foon to be publifhed. 

I only add, that the word here ufed, whether in the Hefoew or the Greek , feems to de¬ 
note efpecially the angels fubjeding themfelves to Chrift as their Lord and King, See Gen . xxvii. 
1.9. xlix. 8. in both the Hebrew and the LXX, and many ocher places. 

7 00 Katz etyyi\u{ \kyu. And of the angels , he faith.] There is no 

room to doubt of the goodnefs of this cranfiation, and its preferrabienefs co that of our mar¬ 
gin ; And unto the angels he faith. For however that is agreeable enough to the Greek , yet 
whoever looks into Pfal. civ. 4. whence the following citation is taken, will fee plainly 
that the. difeourfe is notaddrefs’d to the angels, but is only of y or concerning them. 

(?) 'O'TTotvy t«V ctyyi^af dvTa 'nmvfjLajct, x) tkV htilxpytf oLvrv OAo^ct. Who 

maketh his angels fpirits y and his minifiers a fame of fire.] The words HUTTI and <sryiu- 
f/ttrttj do both fignify either winds or fpirits. The former rendering [winds’] feems to me, 
preferable to the other C fpirits ] becaufe it appears more agreeable to the place whence the 
citation is taken ) and that upon two accounts. 1. The comparing the angels to a fame of 
fye y in the lafl claufe of the verfe, naturally leads us to apprehend them as compared to 
winds in the firft : Nor is it eafy to imagine, that the infpired pfalmift would, contrary to 
all the rules of oratory, fink fo ftrangely in his difeourfe, and firft compare the angels to ffi- 
rits y the rooft noble order of beings, and then fet them out by fomewhat much inferiour 
thereto, a fame of fire \ that he would firft commend them as immaterial beings, and then 
as material. Bclides, 2. The verfe immediately preceeding, directs us to this interpretation : 
Who maketh the clouds his chariot , who walketh upon the wines of the wind. Who maketh his 
angels winds, e 5 V. All thefe paffages feem to fpeak of the angels, who are God’s chariois y 
Pfal. Ixviii. 17. and for their fwiftnefs, are compared to clouds or winds. And her t PJal. 
civ. 3. they feem to be fet out according to the reprefentation of the cherubim in the holy of 
holies, with wings f retched out. And as God is here faid to walk [or rather co go] upon the 
wings of the wind, fo Pfal xviii. 10. he is deferibed as riding on a cherub , and fiyng, as fiy- 
ing upon the wings oft*e wind. And if we keep to our cranfiation, the windy both in pfal. xviii. 
ic. and in Pfal. civ. 3. what reafen cau we have to recede fiom it in the palTage here cited, 
Who maketh his angels winds ? 
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cerning the Son lie fpeaks very differently, 
(r) faying, Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever (/): a right fceptre is the fceptre 
of thy kingdom : Thou haft extraordinarily 
loved righteoufnefs, and hated iniquity j 
therefore, O God, thy God hath anointed 
thee to a vaftly greater regal authority and 
power than ever belonged to the angels, 
who before thy inauguration were partners 
with thee in the government of the world (?). 

* And 


the Son he faith y Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever; a fceptre of 
righteoufnefs is the fceptre 
of thy kingdom : Thou haft 9 
loved righteoufnefs, and 
hated iniquity ; therefore 
God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oyl of 
gladnefi above thy fellows. 


NOTES. 

Farther, this citation was very much to our author’s purpofe : for however noble and lofty 
the delcription is which it gives of the angels, yet it falls vaftly fhort H^f what he had faid be¬ 
fore, and what he immediately adds in the two next verfes concerning the Son. And the 
ftrefs of the argument feems not to me lo much to reft upon their being called angels [i. e, 
melTengcrs] or minifers y as upon their being compared to winds, and 2 fame of fire. 

When he compares the angels to a fame of f re , he feems to mean that they move with 
the utmoft fwifenefs, and penetrate with an irrefiftible force like lightning. The LXX. 
have rendred this exactly according to the Hebrew y a flaming fire, y\iyov. But our 
author did not tye himfelf up to the very words of that tranllation, even when they were 
fufficiently exa&, and therefore we may oblerve that he renders it nrvgH pAoyct. This de- 
Icription of the angels, as a faming fre y may illuftrate the account which the pfalmift gives 
of the judgment of God upon the Egyptians y when the lightning was mixed with the hail, par¬ 
ticularly that ’tis attributed by him, Pfal. lxxviii. 48, 49. to his fending angels of evils among 
them . Compare therewith Exod. ix. 13, 24. Pfal.cv, 32. 

8 (r) 3 t i\dv. But unto the Son he faith.'] This rendring will not make any 

alteration in the fenfc, it being certain that the words of Pfal. xlv. 6, 7. here cited, are di¬ 
rected to the Son. But as [/.tv in the former verfe, and &£${ 3 in this anfwer to one 
another, and what is cited in the former verfe can’t be underftood to be fpoken to the angels, 
but only concerning them, it feems neceflary to render the 3 in like manner, But of the 
Son he faith . 

C s ) O trt£ b 0 g 3 ?, tif <f eueovet t« aiav&, Thy throne y O God t is for ever and 

ever,] ’Tis doubtful how 0 0 £^ is to be here underftood. The common way of pointing our 
Greek teQaments, which comma it in, fuppofes it to be put for the vocative cafe ; and fo our 
tranftators have rendered it, O God. But the way in which the LXX. tranllation is pointed, 
leaving out both the commas, makes it the nominative cafe. Taking it thus, the fenfe 
would be, God is thy throne [chat is, the eftabiilher of thy throne] for ever and ever ; which 
is very agreeable to other places, which fpeak of the fame matter. See 1 Sam. vii. 13, 16. 
1 Chron. xvii. 11, 14. Pfal. Ixxxix. 4. ’Tis not eafy pofitively to determine which is the true 
fenfc of the place, the Hebrew being as ambiguous as the Greek : nor is there any great necef- 
bty that this fhould be determined, neither fenfc carrying any thing inconvenient or difagree- 
able in it. If we keep to our own verlion, we need not wonder that Chrift Ihould have 
the title of God given to him in a pfalm, whereof his royal dignity is the chief fubjeft. 

8, 9 CO For th e explaining thispaifage, let the following things be obferved. 
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1. That 
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1. That we have here fuch another ambiguity as that juft mentioned in the preceding note. 
Tor what our tranflation renders. Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee , might con¬ 
fidently, both with the Hebrew and the Greek be tranflated, Therefore, O God, thy God hath 
anointed thee ; as indeed our tranflators have turned it in the margin of the pfalm. But 
which way loever this, and the former paflage are tranflated, ’tis manifeft that Chrift in the 
higheft and moft exalted Hate, in which he is fet out in that xlv Pfalm, had one to be a God 
to him. So that no argument can be brought frem any thing in the pfalm to prove that he 
was ever equal, or not fubordinate to the Father. And this is farther confirmed by another 
obfervation ; 

z. That the advantages here aflerted to belong to Chrift, were beftowed upon him in the 
nature of a reward. Thus ver, 9. Thou haft loved righteoufnefs, and hated iniquity, therefore 
thy God bath anointed thee . This is a clear evidence, that an eternal, natural right of the Son, 
antecedent to his condud and behaviour is not here intended, but only an adventitious one 
beftowed upon him as a reward by the Father. And it feems very reafonable that the former 
claufe ftiould be explained to the fame \ rpofe as the latter, and that we fliould underftand 
rhe fame thing in the main to be deligned in each. And thus the fenfe may be expreft : 
c< God is the eftablifher of thy throne for ever and ever, or thy throne, O God CO Chrift, 
<£ who art confticuted a God and a ruler by the Father] is for ever and ever, becaufe the 
c ‘ feeptre of thy kingdom is a righteous feeptre : for thy extraordinarily loving righteoufnels, and 
tc hating iniquity, is the re alb n why thy God hath anointed thee, &c, 

5. The anointing with oyl denotes the conferring regal power and authority, as kings uled 
to be anointed. So PfaU ii. 6. Tet have I anointed my king upon Sion my holy hill Now as 
the anointing a king was a lolemnicy of great joy and triumph, lo the vaftnefs of the au¬ 
thority beftowed upon Chrift at his being anointed, or his being made Lord and Chrift , or 
the anointed Lord, AHsix. 36, muft render the joy of it more abundant. Whence the oyl 
of gladnefs is here mentioned, and the gladnefs of the lolcmnity is fpoken of as extra¬ 
ordinary. 

4. His fjL^jo^ot fellows , or partners , muft here mean the angels, or elfe. the citation is no¬ 
thing at all to our author's purpofe, which is to fhow his fuperiority to the angels. 

5., The realbn why the angels are called his fellows , or partners , muft be fetched from what 
they were before, and not what they were after his being anointed, or inaugurated. After 
his being anointed, they were no longer his fellows , but his fubje&s : but before it, they 
were partners or fiarers with him in the government of the world, they prefiding over their 
relpeftive provinces, as he did over Jfrael. 

6. He was anointed with the oyl of gtadnefi above , or more than his fellows, becaufe he 
then received fuch aji authority, dominion,, or kingdom, as was never conferred upon any 
one of them, he being then made prince, not ofaTmall province, but of the whole world. 

7. When the Son’s loving righteoufnefs , and hating iniquity, are aftigned as the reafons of 
his being anointed with the oyl of gladnefs more than his fellows, we muft underftand the 
pfalm to refer to. the extraordinary degree of thefe virtues in him. ’Tis not implied that his 
fellow-s did not love righteoufnefs or hate iniquity, but only that Chrift vaftly excelled them 
herein. 

But ftillit may be inquired, wherein did Chrift’s love of righteoufnefs, and hatred of ini¬ 
quity, here intended, appear ? Some may, perhaps, think, that this was difoovered in his 
death, when he laid down his life to make atonement for fin, and to fer us the nobleft exr 
ample of, and to give us the greateft incouragement to righteoufntfs. St. Paul's teftimony 
may be thought to ferve very much to eftablifh this account, Pbilip.il 8, 9. Being found infa- 
jbion as a man, he humbled hi mfel ft and became obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs% 
WHEHEFOR E God alfo hath highly exalted him, and given him a name above evety 
name. Nor can there be any doubt, as to the thing it felf, that Chrift's love of righteoufnefs, 
and hatred of iniquity, did very fignally appear in his death, and were one great realbn of 
the reward afterwards beftowed upon him. But it may yet be doubted, w’hetner the paftage 
under confide; at ion fpcaks of this. And if there be anyflrength in what was hinted before* 
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that the 8th and 5th verfes, each of them, exprefs the fame fenfe in the main, and that as 
the feeptre of his kingdom’s being a right feeptre, was the reafonjwhy his throne was for ever 
and ever; fo his loving rightcouinels and hating iniquity is the reafon why he is anointed 
with the oyl of glad nets above his fellows : I fay, if chcre be any ftrength in this, then his 
loving righceouinefs and hating iniquity, muft be confider’d as difeovered before in his admi- 
niftracion as a king : for it mull: then be tantamount to that, A feeptre of righteoufnefs is the 
Jceptre of thy kingdom. And indeed, if we only confider, that the righteoufnefs of his feeptre 
is mentioned as the reafon of the reward confer’d, this mull evidence, that a regard was had 
to the jufliccof his regal adminillrntion that was prior to his being anointed. So that, if I 
am not miftaken, a companion is made in this text between the adminiftration of Chrift, and 
of his fellows, the angels, in their refpeftive provinces, antecedently to his being advanced 
above them. If any one imagines that this implies what is not to be fuppofed, concerning 
the angels, that they did not difeover a love of righteoufnefs, or a hatred of iniquity in their 
adminiftration, he is requeued to.confider how he will clear any other interpretation, which 
he prefers, of the fame objection, provided only thatLftc interpretation, he efpoufes, be perti¬ 
nent to the fcope of our author. But I offer two things farther : 

r. That though the angels cannot be fuppofed to have been unrighteous in what they did 
in their relpeftive governments, yet an extraordinary regard appears to have been fhown to 
righteoufnefs in the province afTigned to our Saviour among the Israelites, in the equity of 
thofe laws and ftatutes which were given them, and the temporal rewards and punilhments 
which were nationally difpenfed among them. 

z. We underftand little, and can hardly do more than guefs at the manner of the angels 
adminiftration in their provinces. We know not how particular the inftruftions were, 
which it pleafed God to give them, nor how much might be left to their mere prudence and 
diferetion, nor how far they mighc be fubjeft to miftake, while they never the lefs loved 
righteoufnefs, and hated iniquity. I forbear inlarging upon this matter of which I have fpo- 
ken elfewhere. It feems not an unreafonable fuppolition, that notwithftanding their holi- 
aefs and integrity, they might be liable to fuch miftakes, as Chrift was not; and that this 
may ferve poflibly, to account for what is here faid, in comparing the fon with them. And 
by the way, may not this give light to forne other places of feripture, as Job iv. 18. xv. 15,. of 
which I fhall have occafion to take fome farther notice ? 

There is yet one thing more that needs to be cleared, concerning this citation ; and that 
is the evidence we have that the pfalm, here quoted, relates to Chrift, and not to Solomon , to 
whom fome are very fond of applying it. 

Now here let it be obferveds that there is nothing in the Hebrew title of the pfalm, that 
leads us to apply it to Solomon . *Tis indeed flilled “VUJ but is very dif¬ 

ferent from iTT"!' Jedidiah , the name given to Solomon , z Sam. xii. 15. The Jews ren¬ 
der it as we do, A fong of loves , and underftand the Pfalm to relate to the Meftiah. The 
LXX. have Qcfii virif to st^/at'XMTO. A fong for, or concerning the beloved . Whence it fhould 
feem that they read in their copies inftead of nTT. The Vulg . agrees with the 
LXX. pro dileHo . And fince there is no exprefs mention made of Solomon in the pfalm, 

in title which denotes it to be a pfalm for inftru&ion , as the LXX render ir, 
hi avviGiv, and the Vulg. ad inteUe&um feems to lead us not to underftand it of Solomon, 
by an account of whole loves the church of the Jews were not like to gain much in- 
ftru&ion. 

They who imagine this pfalm is an Epithalamium upon Solomons marryihg Pharaoh's 
daughter, mull, one would think, foppofe that *tis here foretold that Solomon was tohave 
a numerous progeny by her, whom he fhould fet up for princes and rulers up and down the 
world, and by one of whom he fhould be fucceeded. Infiead of thy fathers, fball be thy chil- 
dren , whom thou mayfl make princes in all the earthy ver. 16. But this cannot be true: for 
befide that we read not of any children Solomon had by Pharaoh's daughter ; ’tis certain, thac 
Rhehoboam , who fucceeded him, was the ton o(Naamab an Ammonitefs , z Chron.xn. i$. and 
fo far was he from being able to fet up his fons to rule over other countries, that it was with 
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io And, thou, Lord, in the be^ And concerning the lame beings, the an- 
ginning haft laid the foun- g e ^_ Q f w hom I am fpeaking («), he faith. 

Thou, 

NOTES. 


10. 


great difficulty that his fucceflors kept two tribes of the twelve fled fail to them. And if the 
daughter of Tyre, mentioned ver . ii. is taken for one of Solomon's wives, though not par¬ 
ticularly named in his hiftory, we muft then fuppofc the pfalm compofed toward the latter 
end of his life, when he had taken many wives, who perverted him to idolatry. But who 
can read the pfalm with any attention, and yet give into that fuppofition ? The whole tenour of 
the pfalm directs us plainly to underftand it of fome excellent prince, who was highly favour¬ 
ed by God, and not of fuch a degenerate one as Solomon then was, God alfo having teftified 
his difpleafure againft him. Farther, how unlikely is it, that ver. z. fhould be underflood 
of Solomon ? Nothing could be more fuitably faid of Chrift, than what we there meet with, 
Grace is poured into thy lips , therefore God hath blejfed thee for ever. But was fuch language fit 
to be ufed concerning a man who was become a moft notorious idolater ? Was not the pro- 
mife conditional that was made to Solomon of bleflednefs ? and had he not forfeited it by 
breaking the condition? Nor do ver . 3,4, $. feem to fuit Solomon , who feems not to have 
been any great warriour, but to have been fond of peace all his days. The laft verfe of the 
pfalm feems alfo very unlikely to belong to Solomon ; I will make thy name to be remembred 
in all generations : therefore (ball the people praife thee for ever andever . Certainly a greater than 
Solomon is here : and the primitive Chriltians were much in the right, who universally agreed 
in applying the pfalm to Chrift and to him only. But if there were no other argument, one 
would think the two verfes cited by our author, fhould be fufficicnt to fix the fcope of 
the pfalm. Solomon neither loved righteoufn efs, nor hited iniquity, in the latter part of his 
days ; nor was it abfolutely promifed him, that his throne fhould be for ever and ever ; nor 
did it fo continue, but was utterly overthrown after a few ages. I think therefore we have 
very good reafon, with our author, to apply this paflage to our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

10 {«) And.'] That we may underftand both the order of our author’s difeourfe, and the 
pertinence of the citation which follows, *tis neceflary to fix what this and does here con¬ 
nect : Concerning which, letthefe three things be obferv’d. 

1. That this word and is our author’s own, and not any part of the citation he bringfj 
as it plainly is, ver . 6. This feems evident, becaufe neither the Hebrew , nor the LXX. have 
any and in the place quoted, Pfal. cii. z 6 . 

z. Ai the and is our author’s own word, and not the pfalmift’s, it muft conneft this cita¬ 
tion with fome of his preceding citations. 

3. This and cannot be underftood to conneft the prefent citation with the immediately 
foregoing, ver. 8, 9. that is, it cannot be underftood to aflert that the Son, whofe throne is 
for ever and ever^ laid the foundations of the earthy and that the heavens are the work of his 
hands ; for thefe feveral reafons, (1.) Becaufe, though the thing be indeed true and certain, 
that God, who laid the foundations of the earthy and whofe hands made the heavens , did both 
by his Son ; yet this is what he had fully afTerted before, ver. z. previoufly to his entring 
upon this argument. (1.) If the citation were thus to be underftood, it would be wholly 
foreign to our author’s purpofe. His bufinefs is to prove, that the Son at his refurreftion 
inherited, or obtained a more excellent name or authority than the angels. See ver. 3, 4. 
But if the words are taken in the fenfe and connexion which is by fome pretended ; this 
citation is no proof at all of any right or authority beftowed upon him at his refurreftion, but 
of an inherent, eternal, neceflary, and unchangeable right, tha^ belonged to him : and 
accordingly is the citation infilled on as a proof of fuch a right, by thofe who taking the 
words in this fenfe, have no manner of regard to the fcope and defign of our author. (3.) 
The citation, when underftood according to the account of fuch interpreters, will aflert no- 
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Thou, O Jehovah [God the Father] ( w ) 
cjidft anciently appoint earthly or human ru¬ 
lers, and heavenly or angelical rulers were 
ordained by thee. They fhall all perilh, 
as to their dominion and authority, but thou 
Ihalt continue (#), and they fhall all come to 

an 


dation of the earth ; and 
the heavens are the works 
of thine hands. They fhall if 
perifh, but thou remained : 
and they all fhall was old 


notes. 


thing particularly of the angels, or of their fubjertion to the fon # which yet it is natural tov 
expert from the fcope of his difcourfe, and the argument he ispurfuing. 

I conclude therefore that we are to go farther back for the connection, and that the and 
here in the beginning of tier. io. joins it with ver. 7. and that the intermediate 8th and 9th 
verfes are an incidental citation, brought in upon the mention of fomewhat confiderable* 
that is laid concerning the angels, to fhpw how much greater things are fpoken of the Son 
at his advancement upon his refurrertion. And his difcourfe fee ms to me to ftand thus: 
<uer. 7. “ And concerning the angels [whom 1 have undertaken to prove inferiour to the 
“ raifed and exalted Son] he faith, Who njaketh his angels winds, and his minifters a flame 
cc of fire. 8. (Whereas of the Son he faith, [fpeaking, agreeably to the cafe, in much more 
“ magnificent and lofty terms] Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a feeptre of 
“ righteoufnefs is the feeptre of thy kingdom. 9. Thou haft loved righteoufnefs and hated 
<£ iniquity ; therefore God, even thy, God, hath anointed thee with the oyl of gladncfs a- 
“ bove thy fellows.) 10. And [concerning the fame beings, the angels* we have the fol-i 
<c lowing paflage, Pfal . cii. to our purpofe] Thou, Lord, in the beginning, haft laid the 

foundations of the earth, 0V« 

To all this it may be added, that this account is very much confirmed by what immedi¬ 
ately follows upon this citation, ver. 13. But to •which of the angels /aid he at any time y Sit 
on my right hand , until I make thine enemies thy footjlool ? Where the adverfative particle 
effc, But , leads us to fuppofe he had juft before afferted the abolifhing of the authority of 
the angels; and that he here takes notice, that nothing is faid of them any where elfe, that 
may feem inconfiftent with that affertion \ that nothing is faid of them, or <?f any one of them, 
that is like to what is faid of the Son, whofe cafe, when advanced to the right hand of 
God, was to be fo vaftly different from theirs* This citation from Pfal. cii* thus underftood, 
may be thought the more pertinent, becaufe he had juft before,, in another from Pfal . xlv. cal¬ 
led the angels Chrift’s fellows or partners : for hereby he fhows they were not defigned ah 
ways to continue fuch. 

( w ) Kwe^. lord.] The LXX. and Vulgate verfions both read this : and fince our in- 
fpir.ed author agrees with them therein, I think we have reafon to conclude it was originally 
in the Hebrew , however our prefent copies leave it out. The fenfe is the fame, whether it 
were, or were not originally in the Hebrew y becaufe it feems plain that the Lord or Jehovah^. 
is there addrefled. And as the words can hardly be applied to the Son, without offering 
violence to the pfalm, fo when they are. applied to him, they fuit not the defign of our au¬ 
thor. 

11 (x) XO <Pi But ttyu remainefl. ] I think that boih here in this place, and 

in the LXX’s verfion of the pfalm we ought to read Su Thou Jbalt remain. 

This is agreeable to the other future verbs iu the context, and to*the Hebrew "IQyD- finNV 
But thou Jbalt endure y as 'fls well rendred by our tranflators* And however the Vulg. has in 
the pfalm, “ Tu autem permanesf ’ But thou remaineft \ it renders it here in the epiftle per > 
mambisy Jbalt remain * which is confirmed by the Clermont and St. Germains copies. 
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«sdoth*garment; And as an end like an old garment ; or as an upper X2. 

thenMip, 6 and* th^flaaifbe vefture which is eafily put off, thou flialt 
changed: but thou art the change them (y), and they fhall be changed: 
fame, and thy years £haii j,ut thou art the fame, and thy years fhall 

1101 ai ’ not fail. In which meditation upon the di¬ 

vine immutability the pfalmift foretels the 
change that was to be made in all thofe go¬ 
vernments which were formerly appointed (z). 

But 


NOTES. 


it (y) eturtk. Shalt thou fold them up;] There can hardly be any doubt that 

the true reading is thou Jbalt change, inftead of thou Jbalt fold up . For thi« 

beft fuits the Hebrew word of the pfalm, DST /lin an ^ indeed the next word, according to 
the ufual ftile of the Hebrew , feems to imply, that it was this, and not any other verb that 
was ufed before arid they JbaU be changed . *Tis highly probable, the LXX. tran- 

ilated it dwd^etc, fince the Vulg . has in the pfalm, as well as the place before us, mu- 
tabis , thou Jbalt change , The fame is confirmed by the Clermont , St. Germains, and New col¬ 
lege copies, and by Velejtus's le&ions. So it was read by Ireneus lib. iv. c. 6. where the old 
tranfiation has mutabis: and by TertuUian, adv. Hermog. c. 34, ’Tis therefore probable, 
as Grotius thought, that'the LXX. tranfiated it dwdi'&s, and that this was afterwards altered 
to from Ifa . xxxiv. 4. Dr. Grabe , upon the place in Ireneus before refer’d to, tells 

us, that fome copies of the LXX. read dwd^ett, and accordingly is it fince printed in hb 
edition of the LXX. 

10, ir, 11 (t) Having in the foregoing notes cleared fome of the expreflions, I fhall 
now indeavour to give the full fenfe or the whole citation. And if what fhall be offered, ap¬ 
pears different, in fome meafure, from what is commonly fard upon the place, I hope I may 
avoid cenfure, provided it appears to agree with the Erie of the holy feriptures, and with 
the fcope and defign of our author. Now to fet thb matter in a true light, let it be ob- 
ferved, 

1. That our author, for the greater clearnefs, has fet down more than was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for him to have done ; that is, more than the very words upon which his argument 
is built. Nor is thb unufual with all writers in the citations which they think fit to ufo. 
Our author’s fenfe feems to be this: Cf In order to fhew you that the Son, at his refurreftion* 
,c obtained a more excellent name and authority than the angels, I have taken notice of what 
c< is faidof them to their honour, That God makes his angels winds, and his miniflers aflame of 
tc fire ; which b vaftly fhort of what is faid of the Son, though they were once his fellows 1 
<c I now add concerning thefe angels, that however they were once his fellows, yet it was 
<c God’s original defign, not to let them always continue poffefs’d of that power they once 
ct had ; but to put an end to it (which very well agrees with what I have before advanced, 
<c that they were to be put in fubjeftion to him, who were once his fellows.) Now this 
<c change which was to be made in their condition, is declared by the pfalmift, when he 
c< fays, Thu, Lord , in the beginning hafi laid the foundations, &c. 

1. What is here laid of the unchangeablenefs of God, and of his lasing the foundations of 
the earth , does not properly relate to the argument here purfoed : but thefe things are there¬ 
fore here fet down in the citation, bccaufe, being intermixed with the others, they could 
not well be left out, without mangling and fpoiling the noble and beautiful paflage which 
is here quoted. 

1 E z 3. There 
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3. There does not appear any neceffity, that by the earth and the heavenly we fhould iui~ 
derftand the fame things to be here Ipoken of, that are Gen, i. i» Dj the beginning God crea¬ 
ted the heavens and the earth. Though the thing be unqueftionable, that God laid the foun¬ 
dations of the earth of old, and the heavens •were the works of his hands in this fenfe ; yec 
there is no neceflity that that truth muft be averted in the place under confederation. I con- 
$ef 9 , the words, at firft fight, feem to refer to the proper creation of thefe things ; nor fhould 
I be fond of contending with any, who appear refolved to underftand the text in that man¬ 
ner, provided they allow the heavens and the earth are here confidered as places to be in¬ 
habited, and that the changes mentioned, relate not fb much to the places themfelves, as 
to the inhabitants of them. For my own part, I acknowledge I don’t apprehend that a proper 
creation is here, in the Icaft, intended : but the intire lenfe feems to me to be given in 
the paraphrafe, and that all that is here afierted, is, that God did of old appoint earthly 
and heavenly rulers and governours. 

Such an interpretation is like to incounter abundance of popular prejudice ; but in order 
to abate or remove it, let the reader, carefully coufider whether the heavens and the earth 
are not Ipoken of in the fame figurative fenfe elfewhere in the old teftament. Thus Ifa. 
li. 16. I have put my words in thy mouth , and have covered thee in the fladow of my hand 9 
that 1 may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and fay unto Sion, Thou 
art my people . Where the phrafe of laying the foundations of the earth , is the fame with that ufed 
in thepfiftm. And for a farther illuftration of the phrafe, it may be proper to obferve, that ma- 
giftracy and government, rightly managed, is confidered as th s foundations of the earth, in as 
much as the happinefs and comfort of thofe who dwell upon the earth, is built and does reft 
upon this ; and there can be nothing but the utmoft confufion and ruin, where this is out of or¬ 
der. Nothing can be fuller to our prefent purpofe, than what we meet with, Pfal, lxxxii. 
which wholly relates to God’s regard to magiftrates, and contains an admonition and reproof 
to them. Now q! them, whom, ver . 1, 6. he calls Gods upon the account of the authority com¬ 
mitted to them, he {peaks thus, becaufe of their injuftice, ver . 5. They know not , neither will 
they underjland, they walk on in darknefs : all the foundations of the earth ^"IDIQ ttre 

out of courfe . And though a different word is ufed, yet the fame thing feems defigned, Pfat* 
xi. 3. If the foundations are dejlroyed , what can the righteous do? And again; If a . xxiv. 
18, 19. The foundations of the earth do /hake. The earth is utterly broken down , the earth 
is clean diffolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. Again : The heavens and the earth are thus 
figuratively mentioned, ifa. lxy. 17. Behold I create new heavens, and a new earth. And 
0 )ap lxvi zz. As the ?.ew heavens and the new earth which I will make , fbaU remain before 
me, faith tie Lord, fo flail your feed , and your name remain. And this laft text may the rather 
he confidered as parallel to what qur author cites out of BfaL cii. becaufe that laft claufe, So 
flail your feed and your name remain , does fo exactly anfwer. to what immediately follows the 
paftage cited in the laft verfe of the pfalm : The children of thy fervants flail continue, and their 
feed flail be eftabjifled before thee , Perhaps, fome may think this may give light to lome 
other palfages, both in the old and new. teftament. But as I avoid the digreffion, into 
which a careful confederation of that matter might lead me; 1 proceed to mention another 
text, which is,. 1 think, home to my purpofe. ’Tis a palfage in.the prophet Haggai, Chap, 
ii. 6. but I {hall tranferibe it, as it is afterwards quoted by our author, Heb . xii. 26 -28. 
together with his interpretation of it, Ko_w he hath promifed, faying, Yet once more I flake 
not the earth only , but alfo heaven. And this word , Yet once more, JtgniJieth the removing of 
thofe things that are made [1that had been appointed] that, thofe things which cannot be 
flaken may remain, Wherefore we receiving * kingdom which cannot be flaken, &c. For the 
fuller explication of which paftage,, as it Hands in the prophecy, and as *tis cited by our 
author, the reader is refer'd to what will be laid upon Chap, xii. 26. Let us now only take 
notice of what is to our purpofe as.to rhe text under confideration. Now ’tis evident, that 
according ro our author’s glofs, by the heavens and the earth in the prophet, we are to un¬ 
derftand kingdoms , rules or governments; and by the flaking the heavens and the earth, ii 
aieant the difiolving lome kingdoms, to make way for the fetting up another. And wbcre r 
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as in the prophet the words run thus, I will flake the heavens and tie earth , and the fea, and 
the dry land; our author fays nothing of the fea or the dry land, they not being, I fuppofe, to 
his purpofe, as perhaps the people governed are fignified thereby rather than their governours. 
But by the emphafis he lays upon the heavens in his manner of citing the palfage, I flake not the 
earth only, hut alfo heaven, he makes a diftinftion of two kinds of powers or adminiftrations : 
and as by the earth he probably means earthly rulers, fo by the heavens, which he implies to 
be higher and greater, he may well be thought to intend heavenly or angelical rulers. That by 
the heavens and the earth we are to underftand in general rulers, may be very well argued from 
another paffage of the fame prophet, and need not reft upon the lole authority of our author’s 
explication. The pafTage I refer to, is ver.zi, zz, Speak to Zerubbabel governour of Judah, 
frying, I wiU /bake the heavens and the earth, and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, 
and I will defiroy the ftrengch of the kingdoms of the heathen, and I will overthrow the chariots , 
and thofe that ride in them, and the horfes and the riders flail come down, every one by the jword 
of his brother . Where the overthrowing the throne of kingdoms, and the defraying the frength 
of the kingdoms of the heathen, explain what is before called the flaking of the heavens and the 
earth, I forbear inquiring, whether as the throne of kingdoms anfwers here to the heavens, 
thereby be intended the government of angels, who are called thrones, principalities, and powers', 
and as the frength of kingdoms anfwers to the earth , thereby be meant the visible and earthly 
ftrength of thofe kingdoms. This I leave to the confideration of the careful reader. I think 
the fhaking of the heavens and the earth in both, ver. 6 , and ver , z 1. muil be the fame: for 
indeed othenvife it could not be faid, ver. 6 , Tet once I will flake the heavens and the earth , 
if there were to be two diftinft fhakings of chem after the. time of this prophecy. And there¬ 
fore to me their attempts feem to be vain,, who would apply ver. zi, zz, to what happened 
under the kings of Perfia . But this will be farther confider’d, when we come to our author’s 
citation out ot Haggai, Chap, xii. z 6 , zj, 

I hope upon the whole the interpretation given of the prophetick fenfe of th ^heavens and the 
earth is fufticiently eftablifhed. Let us now go over the reft of the citation. 

It follows: They flail perifl, hut thou remainefi, or flalt remain. By their peri fling wc are 
to underftand their lofing their authority, theirperifling as rulers* and fb it implies the intire 
change that was to be made in their adminiftration. They who imagine that by the heavens 
and the earth we are to underhand the material viflble heavens and earth,, don’t fuppofe that 
thefe fhall peril'll by an annihilation, but only that they fhall be vaftly changed and altered. 
And indeed this perifling feems prefently to be thus explained and limited: for if they are 
changed they fhall not be utterly deflroyed. See Tertull, adv . Hermog. c. 54. To this pur¬ 
pofe it follows: They all flail wax old as doth a garment. The meaning is, that with regard 
to their rule and government, they fhall be laid afide as an old ufelefs garment. This inter¬ 
pretation of waxing old may feem warranted from our author’s glofs upon another occafion. 
Chap. viii. 1 3. In that he faith a new covenant, nffi^ret^cucosti. r 'srfaJrm', he hath made the frf 
old. Sow that which decayeth and waxeth old CtJ jj ‘TAhcUvf/.wov >9 ytigprKov, two words 
of the fame import, and the former that which is ufed in the place under confideration] is ready 
to vanifl away. And when ’tis laid, They ALL flail wax old, the meaning feems to be that 
all governments, whether angelical or humane, fhall certainly do fo. This St, Paul allures us 
will be the confequence of Chrift’s ruling, 1 Cor. xv. 2.4, That he fhall put down all rule, 
and authority , and power, for he niuf reicn till he hath put all enemies under his feet. And ex^ 
aftly to the fame purpofe our author, lleb. li. 8. For in that he put all things in fisbjeHitmfinder 
him, ie left nothing that is not put under him. This power and authority of our Lord is to be 
dated from his refiirreftion, when all power was given him both in heaven and earth , Matrh, 
xxvm. 18. that is, a power over angels and men, and indeed over all beings whatever, ac¬ 
cording to the more full expreflion, Phil. ii. 8, 9. no one being excepted but he who gave him 
thispowci, and put all things under him, who muft maniieftly be excepted, 1 Cor. xv* zy. 
And thi.11 it was that the power and authority of thefe rule.s waxed old as a varment, ready, 
to be left off, and laid afidc. 
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But unto which of the angels (a) faid he at 
any time, what he faid to the Son, Sit thou 

on 


But to which of the angels i $ 
faid he at any time, Sic on 


NOTES. 

He goes on : And as a veflure JbaJt thou change them , and they JbaU be changed. TUexGhKduw 
which we render veflure , feems to mean a light upper garment, which was eafily put on or 
off, like the womens vails, to fignify which St. Paul uies the fame word, I Cor. xi. 15. and lo 
they (hall be put off or laid afide as fuch a garment is, when a perfon has no ufe to make of it. 
The reft of the citation, But thou art the fame y and thy years (ball not fail , is an exprefiion of 
God’s unchangeablenefs, and more efpecially, I think, with regard to his dominion; upon 
which there is no need to lay any thing more. 

If this citation is thus underltood, our author may be the rather juftified in his making ufe 
of it, by confiderino to whom his epiftle is direfted. The Gentiles might well be fuppofed to be 
lefs acquainted with thefe figurative exprefilons of the prophecies, and might therefore be more 
backward to give into fuch interpretations, till they were better verfed in the ftile of the old 
teftament. But this was familiarly known and acknowledged among the Hebrews ; and there¬ 
fore our author in writing to them might be the more free in arguing from it. Thus the Chal¬ 
dee paraphrafe frequently interprets the heavens to fignify the angels . So upon thofe words, 
fob xv, j 5, Behold y he putteth no truft in his faints ; yea , the heavens are not clean in his flght y 
it fays, “ Behold, he trulls not in his higher faints, and the glorious angels are not clean. 
“ before him/* Again, upon Pfal. 1 . 4. He fhall caH to the heavens from above , and to the 
earth that he may judge his people , thus it paraphrafes, “ He fhall call his glorious angels above, 
<c and the juft of the earth beneath, that he may, Again, upon ver. 6 . The heavens 

fiall declare his righteoufnefs y cc The glorious angels fhall declare his purity.*’ In like manner 
does it explain Pfal. xcvii. 6 . Nor does there appear any thing difagreeable in this manner 
of interpreting thefe and many other like paffages of the old teftament. When the heavens and 
the earth are fummon d to give attention, why fhould we think that only the inanimate parts 
of the creation are by a profopopoeia addrefs’d as perfons, rather than that the inhabitants of 
both, angels and men, are required to attend and regard, and that an appeal is made to them 
who are really capable of judging concerning the cafe ? Thus when God is faid to ride upon the 
heavens, Pfal. Ixviii. 4. why may we not explain it from Pfal. xviii. 10. He rode upon a che¬ 
rub, and did fly ? Perhaps, we have fbmewhat of this ftile in a few places in the new tefta- 
ment alfo. *Tis manifeft that what is called joy in heaven, Luke xv. 7. is called, ver. 10. yoy 
in the prefence of the angels of God. What can be meant by Cnrift’s being made higher than the 
heavens, Heb . vii. 16. or his afeending up far above aU heavens, vTrzgfl.vco 'VtcIvtcdv 
Eph. iv. 10. but that" he is exalted far above aU principality , afX/ifj and pow¬ 

er y and might , and dominion , Eph. i. 10 ? 

13 ( a ) n tivcl 3 r dyykKtov. But to which of the angels.'] This verfe feems to con¬ 
firm the interpretation of the foregoing citation. The adverfative particle jj but fhows that 
this is connected therewith. But unlefs that interpretation be admitted, what account can be 
given of any connexion at all, nay, the very citation it felf will feem to come in at random, 
and be nothing to the purpofe. But the connexion is perfectly eafy and natural, allowing 
that interpretation, and it (lands thus: God declared by the infpired pfalmift, that he would 
Ci change the government he once appointed, and put down thefe heavenly and earthly ru- 
tc lers, as appears by the teftimony now produced \ and the authority that was placed in any 
ce or all of them, was to be transferr’d to the Son, and this univerfally and without the Ieaft 
<c exception. For there is nothing faid concerning any one of the mod noble of thefe rulers, 
lc the angels, that in the leaft implies he was ever to be vefted with fuch an authority as that 
“ committed to the Son, an authority that was to coutiuue till all his enemies were fubdued 
" to him.” The 



HEBREWS. ' 

text. paraphrase. 



my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footftool? 
14 Are they not all miniftring 
fpirits, feat forth to mini- 


on my right hand, till I make thine enemies 
thy footftool ( b ) ? Nor will their prefent con- j 4, 
dition fuffer us to think, they could ever be 
thus addrefs'd: for are they not now all of 
them miniftring fpirits (c) t fent forth to mi- 

nifter 


NOTES. 


The manner of our 'authors fpeech here fecms to deferve our obfcrvation. He does not fay* 
n^V t Ipcc j dvjuify But to which of them; but Tl&( riva 0 t dyy But to which of the 
ungeh. Had he fpoken in the former manner, it might have related both to the heavenly and 
earthly rulers referr’d to in the citation ; whereas now by his exprefly naming the angels, he li¬ 
mits his argument to that which was the main drift and deflgn of his difcourfe. 

(£) This paflage is cited from Pfal. cx. x. nor is there any difficulty in it that needs to be 
cleared. The citation here, and Matth. xxii. 44. Mark xii. 3 6 . Luke xx. 41, 43. and AEts ii. 
34, 35. exaftly agrees with the tranflation of the LXX. as that alfo docs with the Hebrew . 
Nor can I fee any reafon we have to queftion, whether the words were originally intended 
only in that fenfe in which Chrift and his apoftles underflood them. As the pfalm was penned 
by David, fo there is no other Lord of David befide the Mefliah, to whom Jehovah can be un«- 
derflood to fpeak fuch words. This being fpoken to the Son, and nothing like k being ever 
faid to the angels, or to any one of them, is a clear proof of our author’s great aflertion which 
he undertook to eftablifh, that Chrift at his refurreftion, or when he was feated at the right 
hand of God, obtained a more excellent name and authority than was ever conferr’d upon any 
of them. And ’tis with gr^at unanimity that both Chriftian and yewifi interpreters apply 
this to the Mefliah alone. Concerning the yews fee Dr. Whitby on the place. 

14 (c) AeiJvfytKcl arvzv pctltt. Minifiring fpirits .J The word / txvzvijlcltcl having been 
explained at ver. 7. to flgnify winds , it may be thought that we ought here to take it in the 
fame fenfe, and the rather, becaufe it may be fuppofed our author had here in this place an eye 
to that 7th verfe, And then this fhould be rendred. Are they not all minifiring winds, fent 
forth; &c ? But as there is nothing in this verfe that leads us to underftand 'uvzrJpetr a. to figni- 
fy winds (as there is plainly ver. 7.) lb it may be doubted whether our author had fuch an. 
eye to the fore-mentioned paflage. And indeed, if I .am not miftaken in my conjecture, he 
feems rather to glofs upon the name given them, or ciyyiKot , angels or mejfengers ; 

to which purpofe he fpeaks of them as minifiring, and fent forth to minifier . It may therefore 
feem mod proper to keep to our own rendring [ fpirits'] as it better fuits with the character 
under which they are here confider’d. And we may the rather prefer this fenfe, and fup- 
pofe that this verfe has not any proper relation to ver. 7. becaufe the argument here appears not 
to be built upon the paflage cited ver 7. or indeed upon the nature of thofe beings, but upon 
the prefent aftual ftate of things, viz. that now upon our Lord’s advancement all the angels 
are made fubjett to him, and are all as his miniflers imployed by him for the good of his 
church, as he fees caufe. This may be aptly illuflrated from Eph. i. zz. God hath put all things 
under his [Chrift’s] feet , [And in thefe all things the angels arc certainly included, as we may 
learn from the foregoing verfe] and gave him to be head,over all things to the church. 

Thus then I underftand our author, q. d. “ 1 asked to which of the angels God faid ar any 
,c time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footfiool\ And I am well fatisfiei 
f< that no paflage can be alleged, wherein God is ever reprefented as ufing fuch language to,. 
u or concerning any of them. The defcnption given of them is quite contrary to this: And 
u inftead of being fee out as exalted to fuc£ an high ftate of dignity and authority,, as fitting 
u af Gods right hand) they are reprefented a; minifiring JpiritSy whofe proper pofture is fiar.d- 

“ ingy 
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aifter for the fake of thofe who ftiould after- 

ward belong to the Chriftian church (</)? e,r4 falvatl0n • 

NOTES, 


" ing, and not fitting Sec r Kwg/xxii. 19. Zech, iii. 7. iv. 14. vi. 

The account given of this matter is much confirmed by looking forward to Chap, ii. 5. 
which is to be connected with the laft verfe of this ficft chapter, the four intervening verfes 
being a practical digrcfiion. There he fays, For unto the angels bath he not put in fubjeftion the 
world to come, •whereof we [peak. And his argument, I think, ftands thus: The govern- 
<c ment of angels over the old world, was to be aboliftied at the change that was foretold 
w ftiould be made, Chap.i . 10 — 11. Nor was it intimated, that the regency of any one of 
u thofe princes and prelidents was to continue till all his enemies ftiould be fubdued to him, 
<c 1ter, 13. On the contrary, not only the angels who were imployed by Chrift as his mini- 
cc fters before, but all the angels in general, the princes of the old world, as well as others, 
<c are now all in their prefent ftate put into the condition of minifters under the Mefliah for 
cc the good of his church, ver. 14. And this is certain, becaufe the world to come was not 
<c delign’d in any part of it to be left in fubje&ion to the angels, Chap, ii. 

(d) A/et tv t fxiKKovreti KKne?vo[Ativ leietv. For them who jbaU be heirs of Salvation .] 
There are many palTages up and down in the epiftles, which feem, and by the generality of or¬ 
dinary readers are underftood, to (peak of perfons as internally fanftified, and having a title 
to cveriafting happinefs, which yet only (peak of them as profefted Chriftians, as injoying the 
gofpel, and as being the fubjeds of Chrift’s vifible kingdom or church here on earth. Thus when 
St, Paul writes to whole churches under the title of Saints , Rom, i, 7. Eph, i. 1. the fanffified 
in Chrifi Jefus, 1 Cor. i. 1. he does not mean thofe whofe lives were pure and holy, but luch 
as were feparated from the common ftate of mankind, to be the people of God. See Mr. Locke 
upon the fevcral places referr’d to. In like manner he expounds Rom. xi. 16, And fo all Ifrael 
fhak be faved , that is, cc Be converted to the chriftian faith, and the whole nation become the 
lc people of God.” And fo when he fpeaks of God’s making the CoIoJJians meet to be parta¬ 
kers of the inheritance of the faints tn lights Col, i. ii. he means, that he had called them to 
ibare in that light which is vouchfafed to his church by the golpel. See my notes upon that 
and the next verfe. And ’tis in this fenfe I fuppofe our author is to be underftood, when he 
ipeaks here of thofo who ftiould be heirs of fahation. To clear which we may obierve how 
St, Paul ipeaks of all the Galatians , becaufe they were of the vifible church, bapti7ed into the 
Chriftian faith, and ftill made a profefllon of it, although it can’t be thought that they were 
aU of them fuch as ftiould be faved in the other world, and he has himfelf dropt fome fevere 
palTages in that epiftle concerning them. Yet thus he fpeaks of them. Gal . iii. 16. Te are all 
the children of God by faith in Chrifi Jefus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Chrifi y 
have put on Chrifi . —And if ye are Chrifi's then are ye Abraham’/ feed , and HEIRS according to 
the promife. So that he fuppofes the whole vifible church to be heirs. Herewith we may 
likewiie compare what he fays of God's defign of calling the Gentiles , Eph. iii. 6. That the 
Gentiles fiould be fellow-heirs [ viz. with the yews, whole whole nation were heirs before] 
and of the fame body, and partakers of his promife in Chrifi by the gofpel. So that the whole bo¬ 
dy of the Gentiles who came into the Chriftian church, were conllderM as heirs, and partakers 
cf the promife in Chrifi by the gofpel. And the expreflion of heirs of falvation feems to me to car¬ 
ry no more in it, than is there laid of the converted Gentiles in general. And to confirm this 
let the reader obferve, 1. How our author prefently ufes the fame word Salvation, Chap . ii. 3. 
How JbaU we efcape if we negleB fo great Salvation [fuch a glorious gofpel ] which began to be Jpo- 
ken by the Lord [which was firft preached by Chrift himfelf] and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him [preach the gofpel ?] And it may farther appear, that by Salvation he there 
means the gofpel, becaufe it funds in opposition to the word fpoken by angels . The heirs then 
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offat vat ion arc the heirs of the gojpel. Or of the promife in Chrift by the gofpel . i. Ohferve far¬ 
ther, that thefe heirs of falvatton are prefently after called the world to come y Chap. ii. 5. Fcr 
unto the angels hath be not pat in fubjeHion the world to come, whereof we fpeak. And whac 
is this world to come but the new date of the kingdom or church of God in the world under 
the Mefliah $ And to what other verfe of this full chapter can we fo properly fuppofe him to 
refer, as to this lad verfe, between which and Chap. ii. 5. there is a plain connection ? And if 
he lpeaks here in the verfe before us of the world to come , it muft be in thefe words, Fur them 
who (ball be heirs of fahatton. And by his u ling the word [itKKovTc tr, our author feems to 
have intimated thus much, it agreeing fo exaftly with r bsKHfikrnv t i£kKx<fo.v. If St. Paul 
■was the writer of this epiille, fuch a paronomafia was very agreeable to him. But however 
that be, there feems to be fome defign in his uling this phrafe, tPsd tk{ pLiWovTOLi kK^vo^Vj 
for them that were to inherit , inhead of ef/* tu? And unlefs I am miiiaken *tis 

this: he confiders the angels as made, at our Lord’s refurreftion, miniftring fpirits, under him 
in his kingdom ; but the foundations of this kingdom being then hardly laid, or at lead not 
among thofe of whom it was chiefly to confift, he fpeaks of the angels as appointed to minider 
for chofe who ihould afterwards become fubjcCt to the gofpel; and fo this fciwovTAf feems to 
fpeak of what was to be fubfequenc upon their being put under fubjedion to Chrifl* 

If it be asked, why does this writer exprefs himfelf in fo dark and obfeure a manner l I 
think we may be able to give a fatisfadory anfwer. I make no doubt, that though the Jews 
are not excluded from being heirs of fahation ; they were fo before, and continued fo till they 
cut themfelves off by unbelief; yet he has here, at lead chiefly, a refpeft to the Gentiles , who 
at the cime when the angels were fubjetied to ChriA, were not, but fhculd in a little time 
become the heirs of falvation, and be of the fame body with the believing Jews. Now as 
our author was writing to the Jews y who were fo very tender in this point, and could not 
indure to hear of the Gent les being fee upon an equal foot with themfelves, he feems to 
have chofen fuch a dark and obfeure deicription of the converted Gentiles , that he might avoid, 
as much as might be 3 the giving the yews offence. This fame delign I hope to fhow runs through 
the latter part of the next chapter; and I am perfwaded that every carefol and attentive reader 
will be forced to admire the great dexterity and skill with which he manages his difeourfe up¬ 
on fo nice a point, which he thought it neceflary for him to handle, but was concerned to do it 
fo as not to provoke thofe who were like enough to be difpleafed, if he had fpoken in the plain¬ 
ed terms. And I can hardly think how unprejudiced perfons, who compare this epidle with St. 
Paul's in this refpect, can doubt of his being the author of it. Let me add, that if the Gentiles 
who were to be brought into the chridian church are thofe who were to be heirs of falvation, 
then here he indeed fpeaks of the world to come, the calling of the Gentiles being always 
reprefented as brought about in the world to come, or under tne kingdom of the Mefliah, 

Let none object, that according to this interpretation, hypocrites in the church have as 
much benefit by the minidry of angels, as any fincere chridians. There can be no quedion, 
that as God knows the hearts of all, ib he has a fpecial favour to good men above all others. 
They therefore are in a peculiar manner the objefts of his care, and they may have much 
greater advantages even by the minidry of angels, than others have. But though this be true, 
yet it feems not to be the fenfe of this place, which confiders the angels not fo much as mini- 
dring to particular perfons, as to bodies and foeieties of men. Nor does it appear at all incon¬ 
fident, that a truly holy and good man, fhould have ail angel to attend him in his particular 
perfon, and that great multitudes of angels fliould be imployed in minidring more generally 
to whole foeieties and churches of chridians. The primitive chridians thought that every good 
man had his angel to attend him, and upon that account, very probably, fpake in that man¬ 
ner, when they could not believe that Peter was at the cate, A8s xii. 15. Then they faid^ .It is 
his angel. And that opinion feems to be countenanced by our Saviour himfelf, Matt.xvi ii. 10. 
Take heed that ye defpife not one of thefe little ones ; for I fay unto you, that in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father which is in leaven . Maldonate upon this latter place has 
fhown this was the common opinion of the fathers. On the other hand, that many good an r 
cels may be imployed in good offices in a more general way for the fervice of whole foeieties, 
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may perhaps be hinted afterwards in thy cgVtlfe- where arpong tl^e. advantages that belonged to, 
fuch as were in the chriflian churqh, this is reckoned, as ope, T^at.ecopieto ap mnHtner ( abl& 
company of angels fTlcb. xii, zz, By their thus mipiftring tp, chfiftjan. foQjeties, they muft un¬ 
avoidably acquire a thorough knowledge of the members thereof* and ip be well qualified for. 
the office they are at laftto perform, Matth. xjii. 41, 41. The Son of.mpp Jtofi.fepd forth. his an - 
gels, and they {ball gather out of hjs kingdom. things that offend, andjfam wfifhdo iniquity.; 
and paU cafl them into a furnace of fire* And, uer, 49*. The angejs paU, come forth « and fever 
the wicked from among the juft. 
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contents. 

O UR author having eftabljflv’d the fuperiority of Ghrift to; 

•the apgels, in the foregoing, fe&ion, hfi'hfij*. makpf a digref-i 
lion, practically applying what he had laid, to thg great defign of 
his epiftle, viz. to prefs upon the Hebrews a ftedfaft adherence to 
Chrift, and a continuing in the religion which he had taught., 

T A R AT HR A SR T EX T. 


A ND becaufe Chrift- is lb much fuperiour " i-'Herefore we ought to- t 

to angels, as I have already proved, held tlihethhi^wHch"^! 
therefore (e ) we ought the more to attend to have heard, left atnany time.. 

the things which we haye heat'd (f% left, at 

any. 


NOTE S. 


i_(^) A tet tut 0. Therefore .] Or, uponthis acceuptc that is the account; whj^heffiad in> 
the foregoing chapter given of Chrill’s being advanced far above.the angels, /There appears not 
any reafon to doubt that this and the three next verfes are. together‘-a practical digreftion, the. 
like to which we often meet with in this epiftle, as like wife in thofe. which were undoubted¬ 
ly written by St. Paulo which is a confiderable confirmation pf the opinion of the ancients, 

whoreckon d this to have been tne of his epiftles. ' " ' * r ‘ 

(f) Tolfa.Kv<^ei<n, To the things wbiw we have heard,] That .is the gofpel, the great, fal- 
vation jublilh d by Chrift, ver. 3. It might be underftood of perjpns f and be rendred,, to thofe. 
perjbns who have been heard by us, and fo ( thefe perfoqs wilj be thejfame with thofe .mentioned 
•uer. 3. who having heard Chrift preach, confirmed the,.account of His preaching to others, 
and particularly to the Hebrews^ God bearing therp. witness, by the .Holy. Ghqftj .or in . the ftile 
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we ihtmid let iBtm flip. jjnV tifilfe We fliatild ftrget them (g ). r or if 

L«jf weTfttfft^iS the fctW WhfeH \H$ given by the miriiftry of 
engek W* ftedM, and ^ ^ ) ^ ^ ^ eyery 

Hon 

notes : 

^ ' 

ofSc.P£/*r, thofe who pre&ched the gofpel to them with the Holy Ghoft fent down from heaven , 
i Pet. i. iz. The fenfe will be the fame in efteft, which ever of thefe two ways the wor s 
are rendred, Our own, perhaps, may therefore be thought preferable, becaufe of what fol¬ 
lows, left at any time we Jbouldlet them flip: for though the them is not in the original, but is 
fupplied, yet it leems natural to fuppofe that h*e fpeaks rather of the flipping away of things 
than of perfom ; though, I confefs, confldering the fenfe of the word 'Ba&ppvwpfyy ar¬ 
gument is not abfolutely cohclufive. 

Some have argued from what is here faid, that St. Paul was not the author of thjs 
becaufe of his joining himfelf with thefe Hebrews , faying, The things which WE have heard 3 
and was confirmed unto U S by them that beard hiPn \ which ’tis thought was not. proper, con- 
fldcring that he himfelf received the gofpel which he preached by Ipecial revelation, and was 
not taught it by man, Gal. i. 11. nor were the other apoftles, when he afterwards conrefi d 
with them, able to teach him any thing which he Had not before learn’d of Chrilt, Gal, 
ii. 6. But notwithftanding this, as he had long before the writing of this epiflle to the He¬ 
brews confcrr’d with the other apoftles, there could be no impropriety in his fpcaking of him¬ 
felf as hearing thefe things, and the exaft agreement of their account with that which he had 
received by immediate revelation, niay be confider’d as a confirmation of the doctrine preach¬ 
ed, not only to the Hebrews, but in Ibrae fenfe likewife to hi?nfelf. $ut that which moft ef- 
feftually takes of the force of this argument is, that it is net unufual for St; Paul to join him¬ 
felf in this manner with thofe to whdm he writes, when the things of which he fpeaks relate 
wholly to them, and not to himfelf Thus Efih. ii. 3. Among whom alfo WE aU had Ol/R 
converfation in times paft, in the lufit of Of} R fitjb, fiftjfifiing th e rfefires of the fie ft, and of the 
mind, and were by natufe children pf>wrath, even ds others. Where confidenng himfelf as the 
apoftle of the Gentiles he joins himfelf with them J and in the terms and our he ipeaks pf the 
converted Gentiles. ’ See Mr. Locke upon that place. In like manner I think he is to be un- 
derftood, Tit. iii. 3. For we our felves alfo wefe fometimes foofift, difobedient, deceived, ferving 
divers lufis and pleafures , living in malice anitehvy, hateful , and hating one another. And ^vith 
as little impropriety might he here in writing" to tfte Hebrews join himfelf with them, upon 
the account cf his being alfo an Hebrew . And the rather might he do this, becaufe as 
the gofpel of the circumcifion was committed to St. Peter , he was not now writing to thofe 
who properly belonged to his province, and to whom he accordingly never makes mention of 
his apoftlefhip. 

(g ) M»i 'vols 'srct&eppvu/tzv. Left at any time we jbouldlet them flip."] Our margin renders it. 
Left at any time we Jbculd run out as leaky vejfels. Nor can it be doubted that the exprefflon is 
alluflve to fiich veflels which were not able to retain the liquids that were put into them. In an 
allufive fenfe fomewhat like this is the word perftuo ufed by Terence, Eunuch, All. 1. Sc. 2. 
Tlenus rim arum fum , hac atq\ iliac perfluo. And fo is effiuo by Cicero , Lib. vii. ad fam. epift. 
14. Sin noftri oblitus es, dabo operam, ut iftuc venidm ante quam plane ex animo tuo clHuo. 
The LXX. feem to ufe the word in the fame manner our author docs, Prov. iii. 2,1. T/fc //»» 'tse-- 
£?pcv u<, Ti'ifiiffov *) kfAny xj Ivvoietv. My fon 3 be not forgetful, but keep my cow ft l and 

inftruH:on, Compare vet. 1. of that chapter. 4 

a (h) if the word fpoken by angels .] If ever God fpake by his Son under the old difpenfation, 
one would imagine it was as likely to have been at the great lolcmnity of giving the law, as 
at any other time whatever: and yet the opinion of the ancient chriltians, that Chrilt 
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fion of and disobedience to it was juftly punifh’d 
as it deferved j how certain and fevere will 
our punifhment be if we neglect fo great falva- 
tion (/), the publication of which was begun 
( k) by the Lord himfelf, who is conftituted 
the Lord of angels as well as of men, and was 
confirmed and afeertained to us by the teftimo- 

ny 


every tranfgreflioo and dtf*- 
obedience received a juft re- 
corapence of reward ; How. 
(hall we efcape if we neglect 
lo great fa 1 vat ion, which ac 
the firft began to be Ipoken 
by the hold? and was coq- 


3 


NOTE S. 


was the immediate giver of the law does not feem probable, fince it is here in this place lo cx- 
prefsly attributed to the angels; as it is likewife in other texts, A&s vii. 5 3. Where St. Stephen 
tells the yews? That they had received the law by the difpofuion of angels, and bad not kept it. 
And loSt. Paul fays of the law, Gal. iii. 19. It was ordained by angels in the band^oj a media¬ 
tor, Compare Deut, v. 5. Lev . xxvi. 46. In the place before us the manner of'giving the law 
is manifeftly oppofed to that of publilbing the gofpel; and this latter is not more exprefsly at* 
trib.uted to the Lord or to Chrilt, than the former is to the angels:- and therefore we.ought to 
have very clear proofs before we attribute both to our Lord, or fuppofe him to be the imme¬ 
diate pub lilher of hath. Befides, this opinion feems to enervate the force of the argument here 
ufed : for as that proceeds wholly upon the difference of the perfons, there can be no ftrength 
at all in it, .if they are fuppofed to he the fame, 1c might have been then reply’d to our author. 
There is no reafbn at all why the punifhment of liich as neglect the gofpel-Ihould be more cer¬ 
tain or fevere than of thole who cranlgrefs’d the law. The gofpel was indeed pubiHh’d- by the 
fon: but fo was the law alfo, however he made ufe of the aiiniftry of angels in ordering fbme 
of the circumftaoces that attended its publication,. Nor can I fee how this objection could be 
anfwered, fuppofing the ancient chriliians not to have been miftaken in their opinion. 

3 (f) TwA/xetuTijf dui\ri 0‘^neictf, If we negleft fogreatfalvationJ] Commentators 

are pretty well agreed that by falvation we are to underftand the doBrine of falvation 3 that is 
the gofpel. This is called the word bf falvation? Aftsxiii. 16. The gofpel of falvation , Eph. 
i. 13 . The power of God unto falvation? Rom. i. 16. The grace of God that brings falvation? 
Tit. ii. 11. And the falvation? rb of God? Afts xxviii. 2,8. And as this ftands oppo¬ 

fed to the wordfpoken by angels? it feems .natural to underftand it of the word or doctrine pub- 
lifhed by Chrift^and all the expreflions here ufed of ChrifV’s beginning to fpeak it? of men’s hear¬ 
ing it, of its being confirmed? and that God attefipcLii?. all thefe, I fay, lead us to underftand 
the place in the fenfe given, 

(A) Hr/< etf^nv KclChPcl, Which began.'] This phrafe is not unufual in profane authors. 
Thus JLlian? Var. Hilklib. ii. c. 18. Yl'oQiv n jr et'p yrtv irAct^sr oJ^z 0 vouos? loco, 44 I will now 
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u relate whence this law took its rife or beginning.” So again lib. xii, c. 53. Nocfhould it 
be thought any dithculry that this great falvation, or the gofpel, fhould be reprefented as begun 
to be fpoken by the Lord. For whatever.the intimations were which were given by the old 
prophets, they were fo obfcure.as not to be underftood by thcmfclves. I Pet. i. 10—11. And 
therefore the grace of God. is faid to he now made manifeft by the appearing of our Saviour Jefus. 
Chrifi? who hath abolifbed death? and hath brought life and immortality to light, through the go¬ 
fpel, 1 Tim.i. 10. This is faid to be begun to be fpoken by him, becaufe there were lbme, 
things which belong’d to this gofpel, as the refurreftion and afeenfion of Chrift, and the pour¬ 
ing out of the Spirit, whi:h were to be more fully puhlilhed by hia apoftles after his death. 


On- 



TEXT. 


H 


firmed unto us by them that 
4 heard him \ God alio bear¬ 
ing them witness, both with 
figns and wonders, and 
with divers miracles, and 


( 7 ) Confrmed unto us by them that heard him,'] Matters of faft, which were tranfafted be^- 
fore our own time, and whereof we could not be our felves eye-witnelfes, are believed upon- 
the report of others. And when the reporters are perfons of credit and reputation,.and re-r 
late nothing but what they declare themfelves to have feen, and certainly known, and they 
are like wile many, and exactly concur in their teftimony, and nothing is alleged againlt 
them by any others, and particularly fuch as were concerned to invalidate their account, if 
poflible, we think we have all the reafon in the world to receive their teftimony. All which 
circumitances do evidently concur in the confirmation of the gofpel. Particularly it is con¬ 
firmed to us by fuch as were eye and ear-witnefles of the things they reported, as by St. Matt 
tbeev and St. jtohn 9 in the gofpels written by them, and by thofe from whom St. Luke pub* 
lifted his account, Luke i. i— 4. by Sc. Peter , 2. Pet. 16.—18. as well as in many paffages 
attefted by him in the AHs. Compare John i. 14. 1 %oln\. i*—4. 

4 (ra) 2 wsT/fjCcLg]i/ftiv]of <rk 06 ?. God alfo bearing them witnefs .] The miracles which - 
were wrought by the firft preachers of the gofpel, after our Saviour’s leaving the world, .were 
an atteftation from God of the truth of what they deliver’d. And indeed, we mull enter¬ 
tain very ftrange and unworthy apprehenfions of the blefJed God, if we can fuppofe that 
he would countenance a mere lye.and a-notorious impofture, by enabling,thofe who publifhed 
it-to the world, to perform in confirmation of it, fb many miracles as they did, things that 
were vaftly above the power and ability of men, as is very evident to all who carefully and 
impartially confider thefe matters. *Tis true, there were other confirmations of our Saviour’s 
character, and coramiflion, particularly the concurrence of all that was foretold by the old 
prophets concerning the Mefiiah: but this does, by no means, hinder thefe miracles to be an 
attention from God, and accordingly to deferve our utmoft regard. Nay* it was foretold 
that the Meffiah, when he came, (hould perform fuch things ; and therefore,. God’s enabling 
Jefiis of Nazareth to do them, was an atteftation which, ooncur’d with the old-prophets, that 
he was the Chrifr, and confequently that the doctrine he publifhed was from God. Nor • 
were the miracles wrought by him in his life time, the only ones which the ancient prophets.. 
may be underftoodto fbretel he fhould accomplifh; but thofe alfo may well be included, which, . 
while he was yet alive, hb promifed to work by the miniftry of his fervants after his death, 
a-nd which they always profefs’d to perform in his name. It feems. to have .been, .in a manr 
ner, abfolutely neceflary that fuch a (enfible atteftation. from God (hould accompany the.firft. 
preachers of the gofpel, confidering that .they were fent-to all nations, and that the gofpel was • 
then more efpccially propagated among the Gentries* For though the tranflation of the old 
teftamenc had been made by the LXX. a confiderable time before, yet that was in the hands 
of very few comparatively of the Gentiles , to whom the apoftles preaehed ; and be flies, an ut«r 
ter uiiacquaintednefs with the. Greek tongue rendred that tranflation of no ufe in many heathen 
countries So thfct however wifely the apoftles aifled in appealing to the old teftamenc, .when 
they preached to the or Jeyjifi prolelytcs, or to other GentUeSy after they had, for (bait., 

time, made a profemou of chriftianity ; yet it mud have been a vaft hindrance to their*, 
fticcefj, if in their firft preaching to filch as were utter ftran^ers to the. old teftament, > 
they muft have waited for their acquainting themfelves with it, before they could exueft ta> 
make converts of them to chi iftianicy. That they might not therefore be ftraicned by having ; 

nothing ^ 
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ny of thofe who heard him publifh it (/), 
and not only by their teftimony, but by the 
teftimony of God himfelf, who bore witnefs 4. 
to the truth of what they preached ( m ), both 
with figns and wonders,, and with divers mi¬ 
racles* 

NOTES. 
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.racks, and gifts of the holy Ghoft («), ac- jgiRjof the hpiy Choft, ac¬ 
cording to his [God’s] own. wiU (o) ? coding to hi s own will i. 

NOTES. 

nothing ehe to appeal to but the ancient prophecies, God gave them, by thefe miracles, fuch 
credentials as they might every where carry with them, and were eafy to be difeemed by all 
who would vouchfafc carefully to examine them. 

(w) 2 h/XhO/£ Ts It) TktyJt, KAI 'WOtKlktiUS JWd/US07, ‘BVtUfJLATOi dy'us pLieS? [AOt {• With 

figw and wonders, and with divers miracles , and gifts of the, holy, Gbo/l.] I canfefo I am at a 
iofs nicely and exactly to diftinguilh the four things here mentioned. As our author is compa¬ 
ring the publication of the law and the gofpel together, he feefiis to me, by the two firA things 
here mentioned, to intimate, that the goipel %vas not inferiour to the law with relpett to 
them ; but that as we read of Jtgns and wonders wrought by Mpfes i fo there were fuch alfo 
performed not only by Chrift, but by his apoAlcs. In the two laft, his defi^u foems to be to 
fhow, that the goipel was fuperiour to the law, it being actcAed by fuch gj&s of the holy 
GhoA, as the law was not. So far feems highly probable. But what the precife difference 
is between Jtgns and wonders , 1 cannot pofitively allcrt, Thefe two words are frequently 
joined together in the new teAament, as they are in the old by, the LXX* properly anfwer- 
ing to the Hebrew words ITinX and DIUBIq. They feem to me to be ufod as fynonymous \ 
or.if they are not, the Jtgns feem to be of a more general fignification,. and the wonders to. be 
added as a limitatiqn. I am the rather inclitjed^to jeckon rhefe two fynonymous, becaufe they 
appear to be fo ufed, nQt only iq the fa'cred, bpt alfo in profane, anchors.. Raphelius^ in his 

Annot. philolog. in nov . teft. upon Mat . xxiV 1 . 14. has furnifhed usiwfth a paffage out of Polybius ’ 
i;k ;;; „ ...u- l -t L ■ . • ... ~ _v 


$/A.jV 7 Tu 4 irt Tctt nyi thv . 6/ pt.iv 0soi <rnfpdsA adroit ri&iTA 

ti, 7 r riKKo’/y ^aytm^Aivoynt tas 'mes avt&v qvov rvyAt* u When Alexander^ the 

<c fon of Philip , led his army againA Thebej, the gqds font figris and wonders among them, 
cc fignifying before, hand the, greateA calamities that were coming upon them.** 

If this account of.the two firA things be admitted, it may direct us in interpreting the 
two laA alfo, I can’t perceive anycertain.evidence we have, that the c PpvaCpLt*{ relate on* 
fy to fuch miracles as.cafting out deyils, making, the blind to fee, and the lame to walk, 
and healing all manner of difeafos, and that the ^estrfAot^ gifts or dijlribniiovs of the hply 
GhoA, confiAed only in the internal gifts of wifdom, knowledge, faith, the gifts of tongues, 
and the interpretation of thenj. And therefore. I apprehend thefe are-joined togerher in 
much, the,fame manner as, the two former, and, that the- meaning, is as thoLigh it had been 
faid, 'zrotKiKAts JwAptZM r J'ia 'rvwpiA*lpe clytu pLipLiziaySvAit, divers mirades which were 
dsfiributed by the hoiy GhoJl. t By this means indeed the-four things, here mentioned, are reduced 
to three, or to two: but that inAead of being a material objection againft the interpretation, is 
father a confirmation of it. For thus they arc reduced to three, ,z Cor. xii. 11. E v anpieiott jy 
rigA<n )y cPuj fitu 507 . In figns and wonders, and mighty deeds. Compare ABs ii. zz. where 

the order of the three is quite inverted. At other times they are reduced.to two, ABs viii. 13. 
See alfo Rom. xv. 19, • 

(0) KaJa thv au th -Ma iunv. According fo his own wiU .3 Whether..we read dvrv or dvvts 9 , 
it muA be refer d to 05B and not to the holy GhoA. It js indeed, true, that the holy GhoA 
makes thefe diAributions according to his will, 1 Cor . xii. 11. Bpt as God is the principal- 
fobjed of the difeourfe, ’tis moA natural to underAand the his to belong to him. And be-'’ 
tides, tis contrary both to the nature of things, and po the, ftile of the hoiy . foriptures, to fay , 
that God bore witnefs according to the will of the holy GhoA. which yet we muA do, un- 
lefi we refer his to God. 
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CHAP. II. 5——III. 2. 


CO NTE N TS. 

K 

T W O things were ef^eGiaily matter of offence and fcandal 
to the Hebrews 1 , wisfrr*e$p*< 9 Pto onr-blbfTed'Saviotir-, and 
his gofpel: "ti TherfieawaH&fhffeving condftlon in- which 
he appeared here in the worlds which did*' not fee at tb confift' with 
the account before given, of J hi$ being- fb fer'afeovctheangtels-. 
2. The undertaking of Ghrift for the Gentiles , and the receiving, 
them upon equal terms with the yews $ of which, an intimation 
had been given in the laft, vejfd. ofttM foregoing chapter , with 
which this fe&ion ftands connected, the four firft verfes of this 
chapter being*. a. pradtical digreffton,, in' a fort of parenthefis. To 
takeoff both thefe objections is*the principal defign, as I appre¬ 
hend, of this fedtion : wherein our author fliows, tHatthe jEWs 
had no reafon to , be offended upon either account, the fufferhig.con¬ 
dition of our Lord, for only a little time, being, ordered for the ad- 8 
vantage ofthe feed of Abraham, and the Gentiles being now, by 
faith, become the feed- of Abraham, it was but reafonable they, 
fkould fharp in,.the fame advantages by the Mefliah, asthe 'yews 
tbemHelves did» To avoid as much as poflible theirritating or gi¬ 
ving offence to the yews , he * forbears exprefly 1 to mention the- 
Gentjles , and. fpeaks of them only in a covert manner,* which 
however carries'in* it* a fufficient vindication'of the method which 8 
God had taken now" under the difpenfation of th‘e' gdfptl. And*, 
having given a noble defcription of the Meffiah, he recommends- 
him to the confider&tion of the Hebrew's,. 


now 
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\TO W that the angelical government For unto the angeh hath He < 

^ W3S 3 AS I faidj to CCaiCj and the an - -world to come, whereof We 
eels, inftead of being rulers, were to become fpeat. But one in a cer- 6 
miniftring fpirits in the'kingdom of the Mef- cam P lace teftified, faying, 

liah, may appear from hence, that we no 
where read that God has put the world to 
come, whereof we fpeak, or the new ftate of 
things, into which he brought his Son at his 
refurredtion (/>), in fubje&ion to the angels. 

6 . But the contrary is teftified by an infpired 

writer. 


NOT E S. 

5 (?) TAa otKvfiiv hp tviv vees 5 V A ctAHU.tr. Tbi world to come, whereof we 

fpeak.] This expreflion plainly fhows, chat this verfe b co he connected with the end of 
the firft chapter, and not with the four preceding verfes of the focond* And we have here a 
confirmation of the interpretation before given of the firft chapter : chat what he had be¬ 
fore faid of the angels mull be underftood as referring to their ftate upon our Lord's refur- 
re&ion. For though 'tis doubted by fome, what he refers ro of his former difeourfe, when 
he fays, that he is /peaking of the world to come ; yet the whole of his difeourfe, Chap. i. 
4—14. feems to be intirely upon this fubjeft. Certainly ’tis in the world to come, that 
Chrift obtained by inheritance a more excellent name than the angels, after he had, by himfelf 
purged our fins, ver. 4. it was then he was brought again into the worlds and the angels were 
required to be fubjett to him , ver. 6. it was then he was anointed with the oyl of gladnefi 
above bis fellows, and his throne was eftablifhed for ever , ver. 9. it was then the change was 
made in the angelical government, ver. iz, n. and then the angels became miniftring fpi¬ 
rits to the Gentiles, who fhould be converted to chriftianicy, ver. 14. And if there were a 
neceflicy to fiippofe that our author had a refpett to one pafiage more than the reft, I fhould 
be apt to think the 14th verfe muft more efpecially be the paflage, both becaufe ’tis the laft, 
and ftands neareft to the verfe, the intermediate verfes making, as has been faid, a parenthe- 
fe, and becaufe there feems to be a hint of this connexion in the ufe of the fame ,partici¬ 
ple, the (liwofla x,hn(yvo[jJtv ffcflnei&v feeming to me, to be thpfe who inhabit rnv 

p&VM TtlV ftfAAB^fltP. 

Farther, the tranfition here in our author’s difeourfe, is admirably adapted to his defign. 
His intention is to remove an objection of the Hebrews againft what he had faid of our 
Saviour’s being exalted fir above the angels; and the objection is this : u It does not look ac 
M all likely that he fhould be better and more honourable than the angels, fince he was in a 
M ftate here on earth fb much inferiour to theirs, finefehe was fubjeft to, and confeftedly under- 
<c went death, from which the angelical nature isexempted.” Now inftead of formally propofing 
this object ion, he imperceptibly panes from his former fubjeft, and takes occasion from a pafiage 
he cites from Pfal. viii. to fall-upon the anfwer to it : but *tis in fuch a manner, that his 
readers find themfelves furprized with the account of their own advantage, at the very time 
when the thing, againft which they objected, comes to be exprcily mentioned. Nor could 
any method be more likely^ than this to abate their prejudices, and reconcile them to, and 
fix them intirely in the chriftian doftrine. The tranfition is indeed fb infenfibly made, that *tis 
hardly to be expected, that any but very attentive readers will now perceive it : but 1 hope 



TEXT. 


HEBREWS. 

PARAPHRASE. 


4 1 

Chap. TT. 


What is man that thou art 
mindful of him ? or the Ion 
of man that thou vifiteft 
7 him ? Thou madeft him a 
little lower than the an¬ 
gels ; thou crownedfl him 


writer, who fays (<f), tc What is man that 
<c thou art mindful of him ? or the fon of 
K man that thou vifiteft him (r) ? Thou 
c< madeft him for a little time lower than the 
<c angels, by putting him into fuch a mortal 
<c ftate here in the world, as the angels are 
5 C not fubjedt to (j), thou crownedfl: him 

“ with 



NOTES. 


to all fuch, it will appear fufficiently plain. The reader may likewife confider whether it 
was not with an eye to this objection, and the anfwer he intended to make to it, that 
Chap. i. 3. he takes fuch notice of the Son's firft by himfelf purging our Jins, antecedently to 
his advancement. 

6 ( 7 ) Aie/LtetflJ&tlo 5 Ttf tUj Ktycov* But one in a certain place tefifed, faying.'] The 
paffage cited, is Pfal . viii. 4, &c. But the true delign of the pfalmift, and the pertinence of 
the citation has been much conteftcd. If the pfalmift intended to (peak of Chrift, there can 
be no queftion that the palfage is very much to our author’s purpofe. Whether this was the 
pfalmilVs intention or no, will be inquired as we go over the parts of the citation. In the 
mean time it feems proper here to confider the opinion of fome learned writers, who ima¬ 
gine that our author never deligned to bring the words quoted as a proof of any thing he had 
faid concerning Chrift. Now one would think that thefe words here, But one in a certain place 
tefiified, faying , were fufficient to let us know what apprehenlions the writer of this epiftle 
had of the delign of the pfalmift. For unlefs he underftood him to fpeak of Chrift, what can 
he mean by citing his words ? Was it his delign to bring a teftimony from David , that man¬ 
kind in general is inferior to angels * What need was there of any proof at all in fuch a 
cafe ? Who, and efpecially among the Hebrews to whom the epiftle was written, made the lead 
doubt of it ? Again, if our author thus underllood the pfalmift, how could his argument at 
all lead him to mention his words ? Could the words of the pfalmift, when underftood of 
mankind in general be any proof that God had not put the world to come in fubje&ion to the 
angels. If it proved any thing, it proved that God never put the world in any ftate at all 
in fubjettion under them ; nor was there any occafion for his fpeaking with fuch caution, 
and denying this fubje&ion to belong only to the world to come; by which he feems really 
to imply, that the or this world , that flood in opposition to the world to come 3 

was put in fubjeftion under them, which is I think clear from other texts. It feems therefore 
evident, that our author underftood this teftimony intirely to belong to Chrift; and that he 
miftook not the pfalmift, will, I hope, appear prefently. 

(0 What is man that thou art mindful of him ? or the fon of man that thou vifitejl him ? 
There can be no difficulty in fuppofing that Chrift may very properly be meant by man , and 
by the Son of man. When he came and dwelt in flefti, he was truly a man , and a Son of man* 
And under the latter of thefe two titles, he often chofe to fpeak of himfelf while he was here 
on earth, as we are allured by many places in the gofpels : which he might, perhaps, there¬ 
fore do, bccaufe the prophet had given him that title, Dan . vii. 1 $. Nor can his fpeaking of 
himfelf in fo low and abjeft a manner, be an objection of any moment againft this, conhdcr- 
ing what we meet with of the fame ftrain in other pfalms which were prophetical of him ; 
as particularly where he fays, Pfal. xxii. 6. 1 am a worm, and no man. Pfal. xvi. z. My good - 
nefs extendeth not to thee , See. 

7 (0 HAlc {Irdo-tLi etv]ov €&t%v 77 t Thou madefl him a little lower than 
the angels.] I have already intimated my agreement with thofe who choofe to render the 
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K with glory and honour, and didft fet him 
8. « over the works of thy hands: Thou 

tc haft put all things in fubje&ion under his put all things in fubje&ion 
“ fcet * ” r \y which testimony it appears, 

that the lubjedtion under which all things dcr him, he left nothing 
are put, is not to angels, but to man, or the 
Son of man. And fo full an expreJlion as 
that. Thou haft put ail things in fuh- 
jeZl'ton under him , leaves, no room for any 
exception, he therefore muft have left no¬ 
thing 

NOTES. 

words thus, Thou madefi him a little while inferior to the angels , which is the marginal ren- 
dring alfo of our tranflators. There can be no doubt that ti will bear this rendring : 

for it muft neceflarily be taken in this fenfe, Afts v. 34. He commanded to put the apojlles fortb y 
&E 2 -XV Tl a ti * 1 ? 6 fpace, as we juftly tranflate it. And that the Hebrew UyO is ufed in 
the fame manner is obvious to him who compares Jfa. x. yprem, li. 33. and many, 
other places. Now if this be the beft rendring, it Teems more natural ta. underftand the 
pfalm of Chrift, than of Adam, or of mankind in general. For it was but for a few years 
that Chrift was made inferior to the angels, by being put into this mortal ftate, whereas 
Adam, and all mankind with him, were not at nrft made inferior to angels, by being fub- 
jefted to mortality ; and when fin had let in death upon our race, we fee this ftate of morta¬ 
lity was not at firft fo fhort, the ancientcft anceftors of mankind living near a thoufand 
years. 

The explaining the inferiority to angels, by a being fubjefl to death, is juftified, as I ap¬ 
prehend, by the words of our Lord himfelf, Luke xx. 3^, 36. They who pall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the. refurreHhn from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage : neither can they die any more ; for they are equal unto the angels, and are the 
children of Cod , being the children of the refurre&ion . Now if this be the fenfe of the words, 
Thou madejl him for a little time inferior to the angels by making him mortal, the whole paf* 
fage will not fuit Adam , as it does our Lord Jefus Chrift. For the crowning Adam with glo¬ 
ry and honour , and the fetting him over the works ofGocfs. hands , and the putting all things 
under his feet, fhould then, according to the natural order* have been firft mentioned , and 
after that fhould have followed his being made lower than the angels fince ’tis certain 
he did not become mortal, till fome time after God had given him dominion over the crea¬ 
tures. For he became mortal at his fall, whereas the dominion over the creatures was 
given him in his Hate of innocence. See Gem i. 26, 28. But thefe things ftand in. the moft 
nice and exaft order, when underftood of Chrift. He was firft made fubjeit to death for a fhorc 
fpace, the few years he lived here on earth, and fo was lower than the angels : immediately 
after that, at his refurrettion, when he could die no more , and death could have no more do-r 
minion over him, Rom. vi. 9. followed his being crowned with glory and honour ; he had then 
all power given him both in heaven and earth ; Mat. xxviii. 18. God then fet him at his own 
right hand, far above all principality and powery and might, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but alfo in that which is to come, and put all things under his feet, Eph. i, 
1© —12. But he was made not a little, but a great deal lower than the angels, by being made 
mortal. 
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that is not put under him. 
But now we fee not yet all 
9 things put under him. But we 


thing unfubje&ed to his dominion (f). But 
whatever the grant made to the Son was, 
at prefent we don’t yet fee all things actu¬ 
ally fubdued to him ; nor has he as yet 

vanquifhed all his enemies (»)• But we 

fee 



NOTES. 

8 (0 Ep jS tw xsgfd}a!;cu avia ret tavIa, \s<fh a^yIkzv av\cd avvttoIakIov^ For in that heput 
all infubje&ion under him, he left nothing that is not put under him .] It will make no great 
difference, whether we keep to our own tranflation, or render the words, In putting [that 
is, when he put] all things in fubje&ion under him > he left nothing that is not put under him . 
Either way, the argument is founded upon the cxtenfivenefs and unliraitcdnefs of the rot, 
rrdvTtL all things ; that if any thing was left unfubjefted to him (he only, who put all things 
under him being excepted, as ’tis manifeft he muft be excepted, i Cor . xv. 17.) the expref- 
fion could not be true concerning him. And if this argument will hold, ’tis evident the 
words of the pfalm are only true of Chrift, but were never true of Adam \ or of mankind in 
general; to whom God did never fubjeft all things y and particularly the angels. 

(«) NuV 0 H'jlo <lvtg> ta 'tt&vta xsatoTiTAyi^ivA* But now we fee not yet all things 

put under him.~\ The meaning of this paffage is fomewhat doubtful, and muft be fixed ac¬ 
cording to what we fuppofe the him refers to, either mankind in general, or Chrift. If we 
take the firft fuppofition, the argument will ftand thus: <c God, according to this declaration 
<c of the pfalmift, puts all things under fubje<ftion to man, or the Son of man , which muft be 
“ underftood either of man in general, or of Chrift. Of man in general it cannot be fpoken, 
cc becaufe the thing is manifeftly falfe concerning him : for we fee plainly that all things are 
not put under him : And therefore it muft be underftood of Chrilt. ,> And it muft be own¬ 
ed, that the next words feem to favour this fenfe, wherein ’tis not faid, But we fee him 
who was made a little while lower than the angels ; which would have looked as though the 
fame perfon were fpoken of in both places: but ’tis faid, But we fee Jefus, who was made 
a little while lower than the angels, as though Jefus was diftinft from the him before mentioned. 
If the paffage be thus underftood, it eftablifhes the grand conclufion at which I aim, that the 
words of the pfalm relate to Chrift, and not to man in general: they are not true, if cond- 
dered as an hiftorical narration of the cafe of man from the creation ; but they muft be pro¬ 
phetical of fomewhat to be accomplifh’d after the pfalmift’s time. And lincc we have no 
intimation given us, that all things were ever intended to be put under an abfolute fubjeftion 
to mankind in general, any more than they are at prefent, they muft be prophetical of that in- 
tire fubjeftion, under which all things were to be put to Chrift. 

But I muft own the other fenfe feems moft agreeable to me ; and that by the him here we 
are to underftand Jefus mentioned in the next fentence. What moft confirms me in this in¬ 
terpretation, is the word yet , which is here added, We fee not yet all things put under him . 
This feems to imply, that a time was coming, though it was not yet fully come, wherein all 
things fhould be put under him. Now if this be allowed, wc muft, by the him , neceffarily 
underftand Jefus. 

It will, perhaps, be here objected, that all things were put under Jefus at the refur- 
reftion, Mat. xxviii. Eph i. zi. Philip, ii. how then could this author fay that we fee not 
yet all things put under Jefus ? 

. The anfwer to this objection is not difficult. At our Saviour’s refurreftion all things were 
given into his hands, and he was inverted with a right to, and dominion over them all; 
but the actual fubduing them, and the bringing them into an intirc fubjettion under him, 
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fee that fame perfon, even Jefus, who f «« Kw, who was made a 

by fuffering death” was made,; for a little 

time^ lower than the angels (we lee him) crowned with glory and ho- 

crowned with glory and honour (w), that Tg^LuMc d 6 e«h 
fo his having died may be effectual to lave for every man. For it be- is 
io, all that belong to him (#). For this was 
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NOTES. 

was to be a work of time, not to be compleatly finifhed till the conclufion of his reign, and- 
juft before his delivering up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; as is manifeft by com¬ 
paring other places of feripture, where the fame thing is fpoken of. So when God raifed 
him, and fet him at his own right hand, he faid to him, Pfal. cx. I. Sit thou on my right 

hand , till 1 make thine enemies thy footjlool. And therefore he mujl reign, till God hath put 

all things under his feet , i Cor. xv. *5. And when all things Jball be fubdued unto him, then Jball 
the Son alfo be fubjeH unto him that put all things under him , that God may be all in ally ver. 
z8. Compare Dan. ii. 35,44,45. 

^ 9 (w) Tom q figjyy Ti ttyyiwsf t\htL r f\u>pkvov (bKiTropiv Tiidw, 'n’d$nu& 

dctvdTu, xj W6<pavto[/.ivov. But we fee Jefus, who was made a little lower~ 

than the angels , for the foffering of death , crowned with glory and honour. ] This rend ring 
feems to imply, that thefe words, <Ptd to wddn/iteb n ScLvd tk , for the fuffering of death , 
are to be joined with the following ; and that the fenfe is, that Jefus upon the account, 
and as a reward of his fuffering death, was crowned with glory and honour. Nor is it at 
all difagreeable to other places of feripture, to fuppofe his exaltation and glory is fpoken of 
as a reward of his fuffering death. See Philip ii, 8, 9. But notwithftanding this, the ver- 
fion of our margin. By the fuffering of death, which joins that claufe with the foregoing, 

That he was made a little while inferior to the angels, by the fuffering of death , feems to 

me equally to fuit the ufe of the prepofition JW, and it much confirms the explication, 
before given ofChrift’s inferiority to the angels, that ic was by his becoming mortal. 

(.*) O'Trcof x^CiTS ©sis uVgf iravTos yivtrnTcu ‘d-etydru. That he, by the grace of God, 
Jbould tajle death for every man.] The Vulgate verfion confirms the reading which our tran- 
flators followed ©sk by the grace of God, and the fen!e runs fmooth and eafy in thia 

reading, the death of Chrift being frequently attributed to the love of the Father, John iii. 
16. x John iv. 9, 10. but the otner reading 05 K, without God, though it be anci¬ 
ent,. is very harfh, and difagreeable to the ftile of the new teftament, in which ever of the 

three ways, mentioned by Dr. Mills , we attempt to explain it. Nor is the Syriac verfion 
much better \ For God himfelf, by his grace, tafied death for every man ; which no way fuits 
our author’s argument, and particularly what he immediately adds, ver. 10. For it became 
him for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, to make the captain of their falvation 
perfeH through fufferings. Where the for {hows that he is giving a reafbn of what he here 
fays, and consequently, that in both places he refblves the death of Chrift into the grace and 
will of the Father. 

The phrafe of tafling death fgnifies dying ; whence when our Lord had faid, John viiL 
5 T > 5 1 * * man k £e p my faying, he Jball never fee death , the Jews prefently, in their reply, 

ufe this as an equivalent expreflion, Thou fayfi , If a man keep my faying, he Jball never tafte 
«f death . Nor need we here to have recourfe to the cuftom of fbme heathen countries, who 
tifed to put condemned perfons to deat.., by giving them a cup of poifon to drink, in which, 

way Socrates was put to death : the language and ftile of the jews does eafily account for 
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this exprefUon, as it was familiar with them to fet forth the condition and circumftanees of 
men by a cup, and afflictions are often reprefenced as the portion of a per Ton’s cup y whence our 
Lord himfelf fpeaks of his approaching fuft'erings under that allufion, Mattb. xxvi. 39, 4 1. It 
may poflibly deferve to be obferved, that our author here choofes the word tafte, which is 
lefs than to drink. He might do this as fuiting his difeourfe, that he was made only for a 
little while lower than the angels. He does not deny that he died, but feems to hint that the 
time, during which he continued under the power of death, was but fhorc; he tajled and un¬ 
derwent death, but it could not detain him as it dogs other men. 

There are farther two difficulties in the words which deferve our confideration. 

1. Who are meant by every man for whom he rafted death, I own I have not the leaft 
doubt of the truth of that doCtrine, that Chrift died for all mankind, for the proof of which this 
text has been commonly alleged. I am fatisfied that Chrift gave himfelf a ranfom for all, 1 Tim . 
ii. <5. that he is the propitiation for the fins of the whole world, 1 fobnii. 2,. and that God 
{he wed his love to the world, that is, to all mankind, in giving his only begotten Son to die for them, 
y$hn iii. 16. But ftill as he died for the whole world, he did it to fave them only in a way of 
believing, That whofoever believes in him fbould not perift, but have everlafting life. And there¬ 
fore as believers only (hall fhare in the final advantages of his death, he may very properly, 
and confidently with the forefaid extent of his death, be faid to die for them. And hence, 
which brings the matter nearer to my purpofe, he is fpoken of as (hewing a particular regard 
to his church in his death, Eph, v, a Chrift loved the church, and gave himfelf for it. And 
to fay the truth, it appears moii natural to me from the context and fcope of this writer to un- 
derftand every man in this place under fuch a limitation. Nor will it be eafy for a man to 
avoid feeing this, who attentively confiders what follows in our author's difeourfe. In the next 
verfe he thus goes on with his argument: For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many ions to glory, to make the captain of their falvation perfeB through 
ftrfferings. The nature of his argument requires us to underhand the fame perfons to be fpoken of 
in both verfes ; and confequently every man , ver. 9, muft not relate to all mankind, but oi ily 
to the many fons who were to be brought to glory , ver. 10. Again, thefe perfonsarc called the 
fanBifted, and Chrift’s brethren , ver. 11. and thefe brethren are fpoken of as the church , ver. 11. 

It will be objeded, that however plaufible this may appear from what follows in the con¬ 
text, yet ’tis hard to think that the infpired author would {peak of every man in fuch a limi¬ 
ted fenfe, without having before made fome mention of thefe perfons. 

This objeftion would, I confefs, be very confiderable, in cafe it were true in faCt, and we 
could meet with nothing to our purpofe in the preceding part of his difeourfe. But he who 
obferves carefully the (lile of this epiftle, and how diftant fometimes the things are to which 
the author refers, will not think it hard to explain this every man from the laft verfe of the. 
former chapter. And thus every man is the fame as all they who Jball be heirs of fahatiom 
And indeed the things here connected don’t Hand fo remote from each other, as they do ia 
fome other parts or the epiftle, and efpecialiy when omitting the practical parenthelis in the 
four firft verfes of this chapter, we join in fenfe the ^th verfe with the end of the firft chapter. 
And here the reader fhould obferve the skill with which our author enervates the objection 
which was apt to hamper the Hebrews , and (hews that Chrift’s death was no caufe for their ca¬ 
villing againft him as being ftill inferior to the angels, fince this was an iiluftrious inftance of 
divine grace in order to their benefit. And as Chap. i. 14. he feems to have a principal regard* 
to the Gentiles who were to be brought into the church, when he (peaks of them who were to 
be heirs of falvation, fo I imagine that he has here a regard to them, when he fays Chrift tafted 
death for EVERT MAN, defigning to (how that the favour was not intended to be confined 
to the yews , but was to be extended ro the Gentiles alfo. And that he had the Genttles. in view- 
will appear by what follows. So that he here begins to obviate the other obje&ion of the 
yews, which was upon the account of the Gentiles being received into the church. 

a. The other thing which needs explication is, why *tis faid, yefus was crowned with glory 
and honour , T HAT he by the grace of God ftould tafte death for every man , This looks as if his- L 
being crowned with glory and honour was antecedent to his tafting death , whereas we are. fure 
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a method which well fuited the wifdom and 
holinefs of God the Father, the ultimate end, 
as well as the firft caufe of all things, when he 
intended to bring many fons to glory (_y ), to 
make the captain of their falvation (s) per¬ 
fectly 


came Kim, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing ma¬ 
ny fons unto glory, to make 
the captain of their falvati- 


notes. 


it was confequent to it. See Chap. i. 3, I forbear to take notice of the interpretations which 
have been given of this text by many who have been puzzled with the difficulty. I apprehend 
the true ftnfe to be this, ££ Jefus was crowned with glory and honour, that by the grace of 
cc God having tailed death he might fave every man.*' Such an ellipfis or Syllepfis is to be mec 
with both in profane and facred writers. See Catak. adverf Mifcell. pojl . c. 31. where he has 
produced a great many inftances of this kind. I fhall only mention two from him, which 
lland together, z Tim, ii. 15,16. E v ^aotut/ ^ai^vovta tu; eivTiJ'iAT$*i/.ivvc, //mtot* 
tfqj&vTo'ic 0 [/.tTcivfltcLV* In meeknefs inftruHing thofe who are of a contrary mind, whether 
[that is, trying whether] God will give them repentance . Ket# ctvctvh'lcopzv etc f tS* J'/a.Cfatc 
vrAytf'&y which literally tranflated is, That they may come to tkemfehes [or repent } out of the 
fnare of the devil ; but the fenfe mull be thus fupplied, ££ That repenting they may extricate 
<£ themfelves from the fnare of the devil.** The defign therefore of the text under confiderati- 
on is this, t£ That God crowned Jefus with glory and honour, that fo he might be qualified 
££ to purfue the ends of his death, and effectually fave thofe who believed in and obeyed him.” 
And thus it carries in it much the fame fenfe with, John xvii. z. Thou baft given him power 
over aU ft eft, that he might give eternal life to as many as thou haft given him. 

10 (y) rioAAu? tic f b^av ciyayovr a, In bringing many fens to glory.] The vulgate 
has, Qui multos ftlios in gloriam adduxerat , ££ Who had brought many fons to glory.** With 
which the Syriac and Arabic agree. I fee no need of this, but prefer our own tranflation. 
Farther, all thefe verfions as well as our own refer this to God, and fuppofe him to be faid to 
bring many fens to glory. And indeed, though the Greek will allow of a different conflruftion 
by joining dycLyovi A with Ag^nydr, thus, ££ It became him for whom are all things, and by 
£< whom are all things, to make the captain of their falvation, who was to bring many fons 
<£ to glory, perfect by fufferings: ” yet the former {fenfe feems preferable, as it fo well fuits 
what was faid in the foregoing verle, where the fame thing is attributed to the grace of 
Cod. 

Farther, though the fons here fpoken of arc undoubtedly the fons of God; yet it may be 
doubted whether they are here denominated fons upon that confideration formally or principal¬ 
ly. I rather think that our author here in his covert way fpeaks of them as the fons of Abra¬ 
ham. But the reader wilj be better able to judge of this when he fhall have farther confider- 
cd the following part of his difeourfe. 

(O T w a fxyiyay 4 <tco TiietAC Av ffi. The captain of their falvation.] The word AfXnyoc 
fignifies a captain, as we have here rendred it, ora prince, as Alls iii, 15. v. 31. and fome- 
times the firlt inventer or publijber of any thing, or the advifer, or in general the procurer of it, 
in which fenfe we render it Heb. x ii. z. the author. In this laft place he calls him £ f vU 
rs&K author of the faith, that is of the religion they profefTed : and were there 

any ncceluty for it this expreffion might be underflood in the fame manner, and the rather 
confidering how <rcS]y\exA is ufed ver. 3. of this chapter, and the author of their falvation may 
import-the author of the gofpelof their falvation. Compare Eph. i. 1 3. But there is no great 
need of this, and efpecially if wc compare Heb . v. 9. which is very parallel to this place : Be- 
ing made perfect, he became tt/T/© - the author of eternal falvation to aU them that obey him . 
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ftifieth, and they who are 
fanftified, ttre all of one: 


on perfeft trough fuffer- fe<5tly qualified for, and confecrated to his of- 
11 mes. For ot e t at an- ^ ) by fufferings. And there was good 

reafon for this, becaufe both Chrift who is 
the fanttifier, or who does away the fin of 
thofe whom he faves, and they who are thus 
fanftified by him (£) are all of them of one 

father 


11 
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Compare alfo AHs iii. i $ * where St. Peter ftiles him r tLffflylv ^ the author of life. 

(a) Tihei£<rau. To make perfeft.'] We can’t fail of the chief defign of this, the context 
leading us lo plainly to it. In general it muft import the fame as his crowning him with glory 
and honour , ver. 7, 9. There are two fenfes in which the word is ufed, both which are in- 
ferted in the paraphrafe, as either of them will fuit the fcope of the text. 

1. ’Tis ufed in the fenfe given by our tranflatcrs, to make perfeft. And however fome 
have doubted of this fenfe, yet there are many places in the new teftament which vouch for it. 
To go no farther than this epiftle, Chap. vii. 19. The law made nothing perfeft. ix. 9. Gifts 
and facrifices could not make him that did the fervice perfeft. x. 1. The law can never with 
thofe facrifices make the comers thereunto perfeft. If we take the word in this fenfe here, the 
argument will Aand thus: “ As God thought fit to put his Son into our circumftances, and 
Cc place him in the relation of a brother to us whom he was to fave; fo did it appear decent 

and fitting, that in particular his way to happinefs and glcfy fhould be the fame as ours, 

through fufierings.” This fenfe is fully exprdled, Rom. viii. 29. Whom he did foreknow he 
alfo didpredejlinate to be conformed to the image cf his Son [in fuffering fill!, and being glorified 
afterward] that he might be the firft-born among many brethren. 

2. The other fenfe of the word is to confecrate to an office, or to invefl in it. In this fenfe 
our own tranflators have rendred it. Chap. vii. 1 8 . The Son , who is confecrated for evermore. 
This fenfe will include the former; and feems very agreeable. The thing fpoken of anfwers 
to what is faid before, that he was crowned with glory and honour , which was in order to his 
faving us, and fo he is confidered as vefted in an office. And this rendring feems to be con¬ 
firmed by the words that immediately follow, where he is fpoken of as executing his office. 
For both le that fanftifieth, and they who are fanftified [by him] are all of one. 

11 ( b ) O, Tg $ <t.yidfto\> y oi ety 10.(0pivot. For both he that fanftifiethy and they who- 
are fal sified. There can br no doubt that Jcfiis is meant by him that fanftifieth, fince he is 
faid to be one with the fanftified, and they are called his brethren. Nothing therefore here 
needs to be confider’d but the fenfe in which fanBification is to be taken. It feems evident 
that in many paflages of ihis epiftle, ’tis ufed in a different way from what ’tis in fbme other 
places of the new teftament; and that Chrift being confidered in his death as a facrifice, this 
fanftification is to be explained in an allufion to the old facrifices. Let the reader confider 
the following places, Chap . ix. 13. The blood of bulls and goatSy and the ajbes of an heifer fprivkling 
the unclean , fanftifieth to the purifying of the jle/h. x. 10. By the which will we are fanftified 
through the offering of the body of Jefus drift once for all. Vcr. 14. By one offering he hath per fe fled 
for ever them-that are fanftified. Ver . 29, He hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 
he was fanftified an unholy thing, xiii. 12. Jefus alfo , that le might fanftify the people with 
his own bloody fuffered without the gate . As the ceremonies and facrifices under the old difpen- 
fation, cleanfed the Jews from the defilements to which they were then fubjeft, -and qualified 
them for the fervice then preferibed, fo the blood of Chrift which cleanfes from all fin, quali¬ 
fies Chriftians now for the fervice of God, and byi reafon of that they are not unclean buc 
holy. 
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father Abraham (c ) ; upon which account he 
is not afhamed to call them brethren, as be 
does (in that prophetick pfalm wherein he is 
j 2. perfonated) faying, tc I will declare thy name 
i( unto my brethren ( d)> in the midft of the 
13. w church will I ling praife unto thee.” And 

again, 

NOTES. 

(0 E£ Ivoi 'vrtLvltf' Are aU of one.] The milling the true meaning of thefe words has 
made fbme expreflions in the context dark and obfcure, which will be very eafy, when this 
is rightly undcrftood. I am apt to think that fomewhat more is intended by the all here than 
interpreters fcem to have obferved. They take the to be all one as and 

fuppofe it to mean only this, that Chrift and the fanftified are both of one. . The thing is in¬ 
deed true : but if this were all intended, the all might as well have been left out. I conceive 
that the all is added with a fpecial regard to thofe who are fanftified, and that thefe being of 
two forts, few and Gentiles , and the former objecting and cavilling againft the favour fhown 
to the latter, our author here, the more ftrongly to anert their right, ufes this term ; but yet 
in a manner that would give as little offence as poflible to the yews to whom he was writing. 
And docs not this look very like the fpirit of the apoftle of the Gentiles , who had the calling of 
them fo much at heart, that he could not avoid mentioning it when he was writing to thofe 
of the circumcifion ? ’Tis worth the readers while to compare this with Rom, iv. 11—16. Gal. iiL 
16— 19. upon the account of both the argument and the emphafis laid upon all. 

The only thing that farther needs clearing in the text is, who that one is of whom all are 
faid to be. Some refer this to God the Father, as though it had been laid that Chrift and 
Chriftians are all of one and the fame God and Father. But *tis not ufual in the feripture to 
fet forth the relation that is between God and Chrift, and between Chrift and Chriftians, in 
one fingle and common expreffton, as taking in both. When our faviour fpeaks to his difei- 
ples, he never fays our Father , to exprefs God’s relation to himfelf and them in common ; but 
always, as far as I remember, he either fays my Father , or your Father. And when he fpeaks 
of his relation to both, he choofes to do it under two diftinft exprefHons, rather than a fingle 
one. Thus John xx. 17. Go to my brethren 3 and fay unto them 3 I afeend unto my Father and 
your Father 3 and to my God and your God . Some may perhaps think that by this expreftlon 
we are to underftand that Chrift and chriftians are all of one 3 as they are all of one blood 3 de¬ 
pendents from Adam 3 the common parent of mankind, according to that paflage, ABs xvii. 26. 
He hath made of one blood aU nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth . But nei¬ 
ther this nor the former interpretation will fuit the foope and reafoning in the context. The 
true fenfe therefore of the place is, I think, exprefs’d in the paraphrafe : Both be that fanBiji- 
eth 3 and they who are fanBiJied 3 are alt of one , that is of one father Abraham . This interpre¬ 
tation b confirmed by ver. 16, 17. For he laid not hold cf the angels 3 but of the feed of Abraham. 
Wherefore in aU things it beloved him to be made like unto his brethren, [the feed of Abraham .] 

1* 1 1 will declare thy name unto my brethren.’] That Chrift was not afhamed to 

call his difciples brethren 3 we may learn not only from the prefent citation, but from fbme paf- 
fages in the new teftament, particularly yohn xx. 17. Matth . xxv. 40. xxviii. 10. The paf- 
fage here eited is taken from Pfal, xxii. ai. And the whole pfalm feems to me to belong in- 
tirely and folely to Chrift, every thing in it fully agreeing to him, and fome things in it being 
fuch as manifeftly can relate to no other perfon. I cannot therefore readily concur with thofo 
who would fuppofe the pfalm has a double fenfe, gr that thefe words are applied to Chrift on- 


for which caufe he is not 
afhamed to call them bre¬ 
thren, Saying, 1 will de- ia 
clare thy name unto my 
brethren, in the midft of 
the church will I fing praife 
unto thee. And again, 1* $ 
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■will put my cruft in him. again, which proves he was a fon of Abra~ 

ham , in another prophecy he is brought in as 
faying, “ I will put my truft in him ( e ). ” 

And 

NOTES. 


Jy in a way of accommodation. Chrift’s brethren here aTe the fame as his church, as the lat¬ 
ter part of the citation informs us. In the midft of the church will I ftng praife unto thee . It 
may be farther remarked that our author, though he gives the fame fenfe of the pfalmift’s 
wordsj as the LXX. yet he does not tie himfelf up to their exprefi terms; but ufes c lirajyyiK^l 
inftead of J'inyneofJLcu in their tranilation. 

15 ( e ) K du rvdhtv' E yu tiro/x*/ 'Brino/duf in And again y I will put my trujl in 

him .3 There are two things which need to be confider’d concerning this citation. 

1. Its pertinence to our author’s purpofe. Interpreters have been much puzzled to give 
a fatisfa&ory account of this matter ; nor do I think it pofflble to be done, till the true fenfe of 
ver. 11. is firft perceived. For what proof is it that Chrift is not afiamed to call them brethren , 
becaufe he fays, I will put my truft in him ? But when his difcourfe before is rightly taken, 
this teftimony appears to be to his purpofe. Thus then this is to be underftood. He hadaf* 
ferted that Chrift and thofe whom he fandtifies are all of one father Abraham ; for which caufe 
he is not aftiamed to call them brethren, as he is brought in fpeaking of the church under that 
title, in the palTage cited in the 1 ith verfe. The Hebrews according to their flefhly mind were 
not likely to be difpleafed with this, but would readily catch at it as making much for them; 
they would conclude that theirs was the only church fpoken of in the place cited, becaufe 
Chrift was of the fame defeent with themfelves, and it was of the Jews, as concerning the ft eft , 
that Chrift came, Rom. ix. 5. and fo as to a flefhly defeent, the Jewifi nation only were his 
brethren . And flnce the prophecies of the old teftament allured them that the MefTiah when 
he came was to be the fon of Abraham and the fbn of David, they had a plauflble reafbn for 
appropriating to themfelves this honour of being alone that church which the Mefflah fhould 
call his brethren. Nothing could be more contrary to our author’s defign, than to let them 
run away with fuch a notion as this: for by this means the privilege and honour of the be¬ 
lieving Gentiles would be dropt, the aflerting of which I take to have been his principal aim, 
Againft this turn therefore he Teems to guard in this citation, wherein he fhewf, that there 
was another reafon and foundation for Chrift’s being confider’d and fpoken of as a fbn of 
Abraham , that would prove the believing Gentiles were as much his brethren, as any of* the 
Jews. However true it was, according to what has been faid, that Chrift was a fon of Abra¬ 
ham by a flefhly defeent from him, yet that is not what he at all indeavours to prove ; nay, 
he takes it for granted, when he fays, y Tis evident our Lord jprang cut of Judah, dap. vii. 14, 
But his argument here is, that Chrift is a fbn of Abraham, becaufe he had the fame faith with 
Abraham , and trufted in God as did the father of the faithful, that great pattern of believing. 
And as this was a foundation of the converted Gentiles being related to Abraham as his chil¬ 
dren, this brings his proof home to his defign, and (hows that Chrift and the converted Gen¬ 
tiles were all of one father Abraham . And thus ftauds his proof: ci All that believe in feod, 
ct whether they are Jews or Gentiles , are the children of Abraham . Chrift, as appears by this 
<£ teftimony, believed in God. And confcquently he muft himfelf be a fbn of Abraham, and 
<c all believers, whether Jews or Gentiles, muft be his brethren, as being all of the fame father 
<c with and Chrift by deferibing himfelf as a believer in this paflage, (hows that he is 
u not affinkd to own himfelf as a fbn of Abraham, or as a brother to all the children of Abra - 
u ham.** The reader may here compare the difcourfe of St. Paul, z Cor. iv. 13. We having 
the fame fpirit of faith, according as y tis written, I believed and therefore have I fpoken ; we al- 
fo believe and therefore /peak. Where he fpeaks of Chrift and himfelf as believing , and as ha¬ 
ving th efame fpirit of faith f as I have fhewn in a differtation on that text not yet publifhed) 
and therefore we have the left reafbn to wonder at our author’s difcourfe in reprefenting 
Chrift as a fon of Abrakam by believing* H 1 * The 
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And again elfewhere, (Ifa. viii. 18.) he is 
brought in as fpeaking thus: Behold, I, and 
the children which God hath given me (/). 

For- 


And again. Behold, I, and 
the children which Cod 


NOTES. 

a. The ocher thing to be confider’d is, whence this citation is taken. Some fuppofe it is taken 
from Ifa. viii. 17. which we render, I will look for him, where the LXX. have n ivotSvt Icropuu 
duja. But there are two objections againA this account which cannot eafily be removed. 

, 1. That this rendring of the LXX. is not agreeable to the original Hebrew, it being there- 
T 7 which fhould more properly be rendred I wiU expeB [or as our tranflation, look for} 

him* And fince this author does not tie himfelf up to the verfion of the LXX. in his citations,, 
.^tis likely he refers to fome other place where the Creek is agreeable to the Hebrew. 

2. Another objection again A this account is, that our author in the very next words lubjoins 
another citation, and by his way of citing the latter he fliows that he makes this and that ta 
be two difiind citations. And again , Behold I and the children which God hath given me. Now 
in cafe he cited the former of thefe from Ifa. viii. 17. ’tis hardly probable he would have made- 
fuch a diAind citation of the latter, fince the latter pafiage does in the prophet immediately 
follow the former, without fo much as a word’s coming between. I will look for him. Behold' 
I and the children whom the Lord hath given me , Ifa. viii. 17, 18. It feems therefore moA rea- 
fonable to think this citation is taken from that fong which we "have in two places, Pfal. xviii* 
1 Sam. xxii. where vet. 3. in each place we have thefe words in the Hebrew , Q HDITH which 
properly fignify as we render them, I will truft in him . Or if any one thinks our author in 
his citation paid a regard to the LXX, he may fuppofe the pafiage is cited from their verfion of 
Samuely where they have TleTo/Qaif tfopLat t-r 1 dviti, rather than from the pfalm, where 
they have E dv\ov. 

if) And again, Behold I, and the children which God hath given me.} This pafl*age, as I ob- 
ferved before, is cited from ifa. viii. 18. and is by many modern interpreters underfiood con¬ 
cerning the prophet Jfaiah and his children, as it was alfo by one of the ancients of whom 
S t. Jerom upon the place in ifaiah fpeaks, but without mentioning his name. This inter- , 
pretation of the prophet feems co me to derogate from the infpiration and authority of the epi- 
8!fe, which gives it quite another meaning. Much ufe has likewife been made of this text by 
the enemies of chriflianity, in order to expole it, and the writers of the new tefiament. This- 
will be an excufe for me, if I am lomewhat long in my attempt to clear this matter, which 
mufi be own’d to be attended with difficulties, and in offering an explication of the pafiage in 
the prophet which will better accord with the ufe which our author has made of it. And if 
I can’t demonfirate from the prophet, that it can relate to no other but GhriA ; yet if I can . 
only make it appear that there is no abfurdity in underAanding it of ChriA, I am perfwaded 
the ingenuous reader, who is not violently prejudiced again A chriAianity, will for the fake~ 
of our author be ready to receive it,, and to rejed the other interpretation, however fpecious.^ 
and plaufible it may feem to beat the firA reading. In order hereunto I lhall firffc fet down 
the whole context, as I think it ought co be rendred and underAood, and then lhall indeavour 
by lome remarks to confirm my interpretation. 

And firA the context Aands thus, ifa. viii, 5, The Lord alfo fpdke unto me again , faying y, 
6. For. as much as this people [of ifraet] defptfe the waters of Shiloh [the people of Judah} that go 
foftly [are in a low and weak condition} and rejoice in Rezin and Reraaliah’j fon : 7. Now 
therefore beheld the Lord brtngeth upon them the waters of the river [viz. the people that live by. 
the river Euphrates ] Jlrong and many, even the king of Aflyria, and alibis glory [all his armies] : 
and befiall come up overall hischamli, and go over all his banka ♦ 8 . And be pall pafs through 
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Judah, he flaU overflow and go over, he JbaU reach even to the neck , [fo as to brine them into the 
otmoft danger and diftrefs, but not utterly to drown or deftroy them] and the motion of bis 
wings [his flight] flail he over the whole breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. 9. Affoci4te your 
felues > O ye people [of Ifrael and Syria] and ye JbaU he broken in pieces ; and give ear, all ye of 
far countries [ye Affyrians y and fuch as joyn your felves for their afliftance ] gird your /elves, 
and ye JbaU be broken in pieces ; gird your /elves, and ye flail be broken in pieces. [Though God 
will fuffer you to go far, yet not utterly to overthrow yudab : but when you fhall attempt 
yerufalem, the capital city thereof, he will miferably deftroy you. See Chap, xxxvii. 36.] 
10. Take ccunfel together , and it flaU come to nought \ /peak the wordy and it flail not ftand : for 
Immanuel [will fruftrate your counfel and word.] n. ^For thus the LordJpake to me [Ifaiah] 
with a jlrong handy and infruRed me that I flould not walk in the way of this people , fayingy 
12. Say ye not , *T?s a confpiracy, concerning every thing of which this people flaU fay, 'Tis a con - 
fpiracyy [Eon’t upon the apprehenfion of danger conclude your capital city is betrayed, or 
through defpair chink of furrendring,] neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid, [as though 
God’s promife would fail.] 1 3. SanRify the Lord ofhojls himfelf, and let him be your fear , and 
let him be your dread.) 14. And he [Immanuel, vet. 10.] flaU be for a fanRuary [hereafter to 
the Gentiles who fhall believe in him] but for a ftone of flumblingy and for a rock of offence 
[through the offence they fhall take at his crofs] to two of the houjes of Ifrael [viz. yudab and 
Benjamin ] for a gin and for a fnare to the inhabitants of Jerufalem. 15. And many among them 
flailJlumble and faUy and be broken y andbefnaredy and be taken. 16. [And he fhall fay] Bind 
up the teftimony, feal the law [hide the fenfe and meaning of the yewifi difpenfation] among 
my difciphts. 17. And /[Immanuel] will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face from the houfe of 
Jacob [while he makes himfelf known to the Gentiles'] and I wiU look for him. 18. Beholdy l 
and the children whom the Lord hath given me 3 are for figns and wonders in Ifrael, from the Lord 
of bofisy who dwelleth in mount Sion. 

1. Having thus fet down the context, with fome brief hints of the manner in which it may 
be interpreted, which carries nothing abfurd or difaereeable in it, as far as I can perceive; 
I fhall now make fome remarks tending either to illuftrate or confirm what has been offer’d. 

I. Let it be obferved, that though this prophecy may have fome things common to it, and 
fome preceding prophecies, ’tis it lelf a diftinft prophecy from thofe concerning Shear-jafiub, 
the birth of Immanuel , and Maherflalal-haflbaz, Chap. vii. ?. viii. 4. This is evident from 
its being given after thofe prophecies, as we are allured by the preface of it, ver. 5. The Lord 
fpake alfl unto me again, faying. Where there are two words ufed, either of which would 
have expreffed the thing, and as though the prophet would have us take fpecial no¬ 
tice of this prophecy’s being fo diftinit 

z. The waters of Shiloh, ver. 6. feem much better underftood to fignify the people of yu- 
dah and yerufalem, than of the temple as the true place of worfhip, becaufe this is not only 
more agreeable to the prophetick ftile in general, but to the ftile of Ifaiah in this very place. 
Thus in the next verfe he ufes the waters of the river or of Essphrates to fignify the Affyrians 
who dwelt by that river, and therefore in all reafon the waters of Shiloh fhould in like man¬ 
ner fignify the people that lived by Shiloh; and as thefe waters are oppofed one to another* 
unlefs they are underftood to be both of the fame nature, much of the elegancy of the antitbtr 
fis will be loft. 

3. I have chofen at ver. 8. toreprefent the Affyrian as a bee, which is the prophet’s own 
comparifon. Chap. vii. 8. and as flying like a bee over all the country of yudea , rather than to 
have recourfe to our European phrafeology, to explain the Affyrians wings , as though the wings 
did properly fignify the wings of an army. I can’t find that *]J3 is ever ufed in tnat manner* 
though the fenfe at laft will not be very different. 

4. As I make no doubt that Chrift is meant by Immanuel , Chap. vii. 14. ft) it feems natural 
to judge he is the per Ion called by that name here, ver . 8. And when yudea is faid to be Im¬ 
manuel's land, who elfe can be fo well meant by Immanuel as Chrift ? what other perfon was 
there whofe land yudea could fo properly be faid to be, but he whofe people and fubje&s the 
inhabitants of that country properly were ? 

Hz 5- A# 
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5. As Immanuel is a proper name, Chap, vii. 14 . viii* 8. ’tis. highly reafonable it fhouldbc 
taken in the fame manner Chop. viii. 10. and therefore our tranflators ought not to have ob¬ 
jured this by rend ring the words there, For Cod is with us. The Hebrew has- no more than 

uoy '3 For Immanuel, But if what has been offer’d be allowed, ’tis evident that the 
expreflion is abrupt, which is not unufual in that language, and that the fenfe mull be Suppli¬ 
ed either that way I have taken, or fome other of the like nature* Perhaps the regent fub- 
ftantive is here omitted, of which many inftances [might be produced, and that 'tis to be fup* 
plied from ver. 8. where the land of yudea is called the land <?/Immanuel: and fo the fenfe of 
ver. 10. will be, Tor’tis the land of Immanuel, that land which* he has not yet rejected and 
difown'd. 

6. I take ver. 1 r, n, 13. to be a parenthefis, wherein the prophet feems to relate an inftru^ 
ftion which God had given him at fome other time. 

7. The parenthells ending with ver, 13. we muft join ver. 14. with ver. 10. and confe- 
quently ver. 14. muft be underftood of Immanuel , according as we find that verfe is applied 
to him, Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. ii. 8. Nor can I fee to whom, befide Immanuel or Chrift, it can 
reafonably be applied. It will be ver/ hard for the yews to give an account how Hezekiab 
was fuch a fiumbling fione, or rock of offence, as is here deferibed : nor will it .be more eafy for 
thofe ta account for the expreftlon who fuppofe Immanuel, to be the prophet ifaiah* s fon. But 
if this be underftood of Chrrft, every one fees how exactly and punctually it was fulfilled. 
Moreover, 

8. It feems natural to fuppofe, that fince Immanuel was to be a fiumbling fione , and a rock of 
offence to Ifrael, they muft be different perfonsto whom it is declared that he fhould be a fan* 
Huary. And this moft admirably fuits the hiflory of our faviour, who, while the generality 
of the yews were offended at him,, and rejected him, became a fandtuary to the ^believing 
Gentiles , and a fmall remnant of the yews, 

9. I choofe to render TQ / To two of the houfes of Ifrael, rather than with 

our verfion, To both the houfes o/Ifrael. The original will indeed well enough bear this lat¬ 
ter conftruftion ; and it will as well bear the former. See 1 Kings ii. 39. v. 13. The rea- 
fon why Ipreferthe former rendring, is becaufe I don't fee how what is faid can be under- - 
flood of the two kingdoms of ifrael and yudah , if they are taken for both the houfes of Ifrael 
here fpoken of, as I believe they are univerfally fb underftood by thofe . who fo.render the 
words. For whoever is fuppofed to b'e the Immanuel, it would be very improper to fay of Ifrael 
one of the houfes, ver. 15. that many among them (ball fiumble , and fall, and be broken , and be 
fnaredj and be taken , if this was to be the cafe of the whole nation, as it muft be, if the <;ap- 
rivity of the ten tribes be here referr’d to. Farther, I think the laft claufe in ver. 14. To the 
inhabitants o/Jerufalem, is exegetical of what we render, To both the houfes of Ifrael, and con- 
fequerrtly hereby are meant thofe two tribes or houfes of ifrael , whofe metropolis yerufalom 
was. When the prophecy is thus underftood, the fulfilment of it is very obvious^ Chrift 
was a fiumbling'fione and a rock of offence to yudah and Benjamin , two of fhe.tribes or .hou¬ 
fes of ifrael. 

10. The greateft liberty I have taken is at ver. 16. where I have fupplied thefe words, [And 
he frail fay"] where by the he I mean Immanuel.' Ifubmit- the reafons I have for this to the 
judgment of the reader. (1.) Such omiftlons are frequent in the Hebrew ftile, and left to be 
filled up by the reader, (z.) I have taken no greater liberty than the LXX. have done. They 
have infer ted of their own K cli Afld he frail fay , at the beginning of ver. 17. though 
there-feems to me to be vaftly more reafon why they fhould have made that infertion here at 
the beginning of ver. 16. For, (3.^ The ftile is manifeftly changed at ver. 16. Before,i>»- 
aflwjtftf/isfpoken of in the third perfon: but here he is brought in as {peaking himfelf in the 
firft perfon. Among MTdifciples ; which is alfb continued in the two next verfes. As there¬ 
fore fuch a fupply feems ncceffary, there can hardly be any doubt which is the propereft place 
wherein it ought-to be made. 

That cxpreflion-, ver. 16. Among my difcipljps, does net well fuit any ether than Chrift* 
!We don’t find that any-of the religious kings, or other good men among the yews ever, ufed 

filch-. 



HEBREWS. 


NOTES. 


53 

Chap. If. 


fiich a ftilcj or that the prophets ufed it concering them, or themfelves. Nay, though the 
yews very much gloried in being the difciples of Mofes ; yet we find not that either Mofes , or 
any of the prophets ever called them his difciplcs, But this ftile was proper for, and often 
ufed by Immanuel or Chrift in thegofpels. 

12, The fenfe of thofe two exprcflions in the fame verfe, Bind up the teftimony , feal the 
Jaw, mud be owned to be obfcure. I have offer’d the meaning, which feems to me moft 
probable, <c Let the teftimony be bound up, and the law be fealed from the underftanding 
<c of the fewifi nation, let them now be depoficed with my difciples, as fuch, whether they be 
<c y^ws or Gentiles, that they may have the free ufe, and attain the true knowledge of them,”, 
The event anfwer’d exaftly to this account. If our blefled Lord himfelf underftood the law 
of Mofes, there were things written therein, as well as in the prophets y and in the pfalms , con¬ 
cerning him , which were to be fulfilled, Luke xxiv. 44. And the yews who dwelt at Jerusalem, 
and their rulers , becaufe they knew not him , nor yet the voices of the prophets , which are read 
every fabbath day , they fulfilled them , in condemning him , Afts xiii. 27. Blindnefs then happen’d 
to the natural Ifrael ; and while they were ignorant of the defign of their law, the difciples 
of Chrift became apprized of it. And to eftablifh this interpretation, let thefe things be con- 
fider’d. (1.) That when the teftimony and the law are thus joined together, ver. 20. To the 
law, and to the teftimony^ interpreters are agreed that hereby is meant the Mofaick law. 
And what reafon can there be why they fhould not bear the fame fenfe here in ver, 16; 
of the fame chapter ? Befides, the- two tables of done, whereon the law was written, are- 

called the teftimony, Exod. xxv. 16. And though the word there be fomewhat different, yet 

*tis of the fame import with chat in this place; and when the law and the teftimony arc thus 
joined together, there is the left realon to doubt chat they fignify the law of Mofes . Sec Pfal 
Ixxviii. 5. (1.) As the teftimony and the law, lo likewife the verbs, bind and feal, feem to 

be exegetical; and therefore, if we can fix the fenfe of the one^ wc may be pretty fecure of 
the other. Now by comparing other places in the prophets, it feems plain, that fealing is- 

ufed in this fenfe. Thus Dan . xii. 4. But thou , O Daniel, jhut up the words, and fcal the 

book, until the time of the end. And ver. 8, 9. And I heard , but I under food not : then faid^Iy 
O my Lord , what j.ball be the end of thefe things ? And he /aid, Go- thy way, Daniel : for the’ 
words are clofed up and fealed till the time of the end , Compare chap. ix. 24. But I think 
there is a paffage that is yet more remarkable, and ferves to illuflratc the text under con-* 
federation, becaufe it feems to refer to the very fame event : lfa. xxix. 10, 11. The Lord 
bath poured out upon you the fpirit of deep fleep , and hath clofed your eyes : the prophet r 
and your rulers the feers hath he covered. And tie vijion of all is become unto you , as the' 
words of a book that is fealed, which men deliver to one that is learned , fnying y Read thisf 
I pray thee , and he faith , J cannot , for it is fealed. And ver. 14. The wifdom of their 
wife men fiall perifh, - and the underftanding of their prudent men foall be hid. 
Thus the book fealed with feven fealf, is put -for one that could not be opened, or tho 
contents of it known. Rev. v. There is one place, where I think, the word binding,. has 
likewife a fignification fomewhat like to this, Hof. xiii, 12. The iniquity of Ephraim is bound 
up : his Jin is hid. Other fenfes are indeed given of it: but the latter ciaufe feems to lead 
us to the interpretation given by the judicious CafteUio, Ephraimita ar&um crimen, intimunr 
peccatum efl. tc The wickedncfs of Ephraim is clofe, his fin is inward,” viz, that cannoo 
be fcfcii. And though, there-the word is ufed inftead of here, that will not-make 
any great difference, the words being near akin, and the latter, when ’tis put to fignify 
binding , being acknowledged to borrow that fignification from the former. (3.) This inter¬ 
pretation may feem confirmed by the "next verfe, where ’tis faid, 1 wiU wait upan-ihr 
Lcrd that hidethhis face from the houfe of Jacob : which may denote to w'hom the teftimony 
was bound up., and the law fealed , or from whofe knowledge and underftanding, Cod in juft 
judgment, concealed the teftimony and the law, viz . the houfe of Jacob, (4.) Nothing could be* 
more proper upon this, interpretation, than to fpealoof the teftimony and law, as fealed arnongy 
or with, Chrift’s difciplcs ; becaufe to them they were now committed* as they ha -1 been 

anciently tache yews, Rom.xix. z. The expreftion appears to be allufive to the ruftciriof com- 

inittinp- : 
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mining writings or evidences of a man's title to an eflate to a perfon’s cuflody. And however 
interpreters have overlooked it, yet the failed book, and the open book in the Revelation, are 
to be interpreted from that cullom, as the reader will eafily fee by comparing per, xxxii. 
7 —14. See the LXX. And this, by the way, fhows there is no need to fearch for a dif¬ 
ferent fubjeft for each of thole books, fince both the fealed and the open evidences, rendred 
by the LXX. (itChio v, related to the fame fubjeft. ($.) If the words are thus underftood, 
there will be good icafbn why the children fhould be mentioned, ver. 18. they being then the 
fame with the difciples fpoken of here, in ver. 16. 

13. The 17th verfe feems to be miflaken by thofc who explain it of his expe&ing in gene¬ 
ral, that God would own and fucceed him. If that were the whole of his defign, it will not 
bceafy to account for that claufc, who hideth his face from the houfe of Jacob. 1 chink therefore, 
a refpeft is here had to the calling of the yews ; and that the fenfe is this: <c Though 
“ God, at prelent, hides himfclf from the houfe of Jacob, upon the account of their fins, yet 
<£ I will not dcfpair of his hereafter making himfeif known unto them : and therefore I 
<c will wait for the time when his promife concerning them fhall be fulfilled. 

14. The 18th verfe, whence our author takes his citation, feems to belong mod naturally 
to that to which he applies it. According to what I obferved before, he is fpeaking of the 
children of Abraham , not by a natural defeent, but by faith ; and this with a more efpecial 
relation to the Gentiles who believed. And nothing could be more to his purpofe, than this 
citation, fuppofing that the prophecy is to be underitood in like manner. Now this appears 
to me a reafonable fuppofition. For as the children look very likely to be the fame with 
the difciples , ver. 16. fo both feem to (land oppofedto the houfe of Jacob, from whom the Lord 
hid his face, that is, they both fland oppofed to the natural Ifrael : and who then can be 
meant by the difciples or children , but thofe who are confidered as fuch, merely upon the ac¬ 
count of their faith ? Nor is this difagreeable to the ftile of the prophet, who fpeaks of the 
converted Gentiles , as the children of Abraham, Ifa . liv. 1. Compare Gal, iv. zi, 0 Pc. And 
as the difciples of the Meffiah are called his children and feed , Pfal. Ixxxix. 19, 30. fo it is very 
remarkable, that the Jerufalem Talmud, tit. de Synedr. fhould thus explain this text in ifaiah 

viii. i8, as Qrotius tells us it does. See him De Verit. Rel. Chrifi . lib. v. <J. 19. not. 15. 

The reader alfo may compare St. Jerom's comment upon Ifa . xxix. 11 —a4. The text I 

forbear to tranferibe, becaufe the fettling the tranflation would be tedious. By the way, 
may we not fuppofe, that from this paflage our Lord took that expreffion, he fo often ufed, of 
Gois givingperfons to him ? Nay, may not his calling his difciples children , Mark x. 14. be 
in conformity to this I ’Tis not improbable that he might do this much oftner in his life time 
than the gofpels relate ; and therefore, chofe to ufe that term after his refurre&ion, when he 
defign’d to difeover himfeif to his difciples, who did not know him, John xx i. 5. The ap¬ 
plication is eafy of what is faid of thefe. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given 
me , are for figns and wonders in Ifrael, from the Lord of hofis . If we fhould take the fenfe 
thus. We are for [the working of] figns and wonders , every one knows how this was accom- 
plifhed. But taking the words the common way, which may be confirmed from feveral 
other places of the like nature, we fhall need no other explication of them than what the 
following texts will eafily afford us, Luke ii. 34. 1 Cor . iv. 9. 1 Tkefi ii. 15, 16. I know 

of only one obje&ion that may be made againft this from the prophet, and that is, from the 
19th verfp, And when they fhall fay unto you, feek unto them that have familiar fpirits , &c. 
But this inftead of weakening, is rather a confirmation of the interpretation given .• fuch 
forceries and witchcrafts being much in vogue with the Jews , in and after our Saviour’s 
time ; for the proof of which, the reader is referr’d to Dr. Lightfoot's fall of Jerufalem, Se&« 

ix. Vol. I. p. 371. 

Upon the whole now, fince every part of the vifion will exa&ly fuic Chrift, and fbme part 
of it, as ver. 14— 16, will not agree to any other perfon, at leafl not without fome vi¬ 
olence offered to the words, why fhould we doubt of the juflnels of the ufe which our author 
snakes of this claufe ? 
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14 hath given me. Forafmuch 
then as the children are par¬ 
takers of fleih and blood, 
he alio himfelf likewife 
took part of the fame : that 
through death he might 
destroy him that had the 


Forafmuch (g ) then as the children were 14. 
partakers of fleih and blood, he alfo himfelf 
in the fame manner, partook of fleih and 
blood (h) y that fohe might be capable of 
dying, and in the way that feemed fo agree¬ 
able to God the Father, he might defeat him 
in his defign, who had by his fubtilty brought 

them' 


NOTES. 


For the fake ofhisargument, that their being called childten , and being faid to be given to 
Dnmanuel or Chrift, befpeaks them to be the children of Abraham ; it may not be amifi to 
remark how exaftly this agrees with St. Paul's fentiments, and way of reafbning, Rom . ix. 

7, 8. Neither becaufe they ate the feed of Abraham, are they all children : but in Ifaac fiall thy 
feed be called. That is, they which are the children of the fiefi, [by only a natural defeent from 
Abraham ] thefe are net the children [of Abraham , as the father of the faithful, and fo the children] 
of God r but the children of the promife are counted for the feed. Chap. iv. 1 r, jz. He [Abraham] 
received the fign of circttmcifion, a feal of the righteoufnefs of the faith, which he had yet being 
uneircumcifedy that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circum- 
dfed \ that righteoufnefs might be imputed to them alfo : and the father of circumcifion to them 
•who are not of the circumcifion only, but alfo walk in the fieps of that faith of our father Abraham, 
which be had , being set undrcumcifed, ver. 16 — 18. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace ; to the end the promife might be fure to all the feed, not to that only which is of the law , 
but to that alfo which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, ( as it is written, 

J have made thee a father of many nations) before him whom he believed, even God, who quicken - 
etb the dead, and caUeth thvfe things which he not as though they were : who agamfi hope be¬ 
lieved in hope, that he might become the father of many nations ; according to that which was 
fpoken , So fiall thy feed be. And that they who are given and belong to Chrift are the chil¬ 
dren of Abraham, he declares, Gal . iii. 7. Know ye therefore, that they which are of faith,, 
the fame are the children of Abraham. And ver > 29. if ye be ChriA’s, then are ye Abraham’* 
feed. Chrift therefore having with all believers one and the fame father Abraham, they are- 
his brethren, and he is not afhamed to own them as fuch. 

14 (g) To underftand the conn eft ion of this verfe, ’tis neceflary to go back to ver. 10. 
where our author fays, That ir became the Father, in bringing many fins to glory, to make ' 
the captain of tbetr falvation perfeB through fufferings. To fhow the fitnefs or becomiugnefs 
of this he proves, ver. 11, 12, 13, that he and they were brethren. And here he appeals to 
matter of fact, that Chrift and his brethren were made alike in fufferings j and becaufe they 
were partakers of flefh and blood, he partook of the fame, in order to his fullering ancL 
dying. ^ 

(<b) Keti eiv)wi>. . He alfo himfelf likewife took part of tie 

fame .] The word asf^y.'rKnoicof is well rendred likewife , or in the fame manner. Nor 

does it here import a faint likenefs or refemblance, but a proper and exaft conformity. For 
he as properly partook of flefh and blood, as any of the children do. ’Tis farther to be ob- 
ftrved, in what manner the conformity of Chrift to the children is fpoken of here, as well • 
as continually in the holy feripture. It is not faid that he took part of any thing that be¬ 
longed to the children, but fiefi and blood.’ Thefe only are here mentioned as allumed by* 
the Ao yo<, who was made fiefi and dwelt among us, John i, 14. but not the leaft hint is< 
evert given of the wor£s afliuning any pre-exiftent foul,. 
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them to be fubjett to death, that is y the de- power of death, that is, 
yil (0 i and fo might deliver them, who Wo" g t 

from among the Gentiles fhould believe, and death were ail their life- 
fo become the children of Abraham.^ from 
that inflaving fear of death to which they 

haa 

NOTES. 

(<’) I yet Sid to ■0‘ett'eera r to k£?.to< f'/oyja to ■3’ifrctTe, T»/ir/ t J'laCohw. 

That through death he might dejiroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. From 
hence fbme have imagined that the devil, as God’s executioner, is the inflitter of death. But 
the truth of fo general an ailertion may well be called in queftion. However by divine 
permiflion he may be the more immediate caufe of fbme diftempers and fad accidents that may 
ilfae in death ; yet that he fhould have the power of all mortal difeafes docs not feem at all 
probably And though the murders committed by wicked men might juftly be attributed to 
him, as the great indicator of their malice and wickednefs, as Cain is faid to be of that wick¬ 
ed one , and to ha vzjlaifl his brother, i John iii. u. yet certainly fuch cafual deaths, as 
were utterly undefigned by the perfbns who were the caufes of them, and wherein God is 
faid to have delivered a man into the hand of the manflayer, can hardly be attributed to the 
devil, without being injurious to the providence of God. Befides/death has been often inflict¬ 
ed by good angels, as in the cafe of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 185 thoufand that were 
ilain in one night, in Sennacherib' % army, by the angel oj the Lord, Ifa. xxxvii. 56. which is 
a title that does not ufe to be given .to the devik And therefore, if I am not miftaken, the 
devil is here fpoken of as having rhe power ©f death, not fb much for the fake of any power 
that was continued to him to innift death, as upon the account of what he did to our firft 
parents, inducing them by his temptations to fin, and fb to bring death upon themfelves and 
tjieir pofterity ; by reafbn of which he was, as our Lord calls him, John viii. 44. A mur¬ 
derer from the beginning . Nor is it improbable that our author here intended an antithefis, 
and that this character of the devil, as the author of death, Hands in oppofition to that of 
Chrift, as the captain or author of Salvation . 

Farther, this fenfe may, perhaps, be confirmed by confidering the import of the word 
KtfletfynffH, which we have rendred dejlny . But ’tis not obvious what other deftruttion our 
interpreters could mean befide what has been mentioned. ’Tis certain he was not by the 
death of Chrift deflroyed as to his being ; for that Hill remains ; nor as to the happinefs of it, 
he having been ever fince his firft apoftacy under condemnation, or rather referved to it. 
The word fhould rather be rendred, that he might defeat, or bring to nought. Thus the 
fame word is ufed, 1 Cor . i. 28. To bring to nought the things that are . ii. 6. Nor cf the 
princes of this world, that come to nought, xv. 24. When he fball have put down all rule , and 
all authority and power. And thus the place is to be underftood : c< Chrift by dying has 
fc made atonement, has abolifhed death, and brought life and immortality to light, and 
€C fo through death has baffled the defign of the devil, who thought to have intail- 
* c ed death irrecoverably upon the whole humane race.” This may be one thing that is 
comprehended in that paflage, 1 John iii. 8. For this purpofe the Son of God was manifefled , 
that he might dejiroy the works of the devil. However, ’tis exprefled by our Lord himfelf 
when he fpeaks of his death, John x ii. 31. Now is the judgment of this world: Now fbaU the 
prince of this world be caftout. Farther, an emphafis fhould belaid upon thefe words through 
death , there being a great elegancy in the exprefflon. <c Chrift through his death vanquifhed 
t£ him who had prevailed to bring death upon men, and fb fpoiled him, as it were, by 
his pyyn weapon.** 
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HEBREWS. 

TEXT. TARATHRASE 


57 

Oup.IT. 

1 SVSJ 


time fubjeft to bondage. 
i6 k For verily he took not on 
him the nature of angels \ 
but he took on him the feed 
17 of Abraham. Wherefore 
in all things it behoved him 


had been always fubjett in their Gentile ftate 
(k). And there was good reafon why he fliould x 6 . 
take part with the children of Abraham in 
flefh and blood, becaufe he did not take hold 
of, or undertake to help the angels; but he 
undertook to help believers, the feed of 
Abraham (/). And therefore it behoved him 1 7 * 

to 


NOTES. 

1$ (A) He chat compares the account St. Paul gives of the cafe of the Gentiles, will not 
much wonder that I underftand this verle to relate intirely to them. Thus Rom. viii. if. 
For we have not received the Spirit of bondage again to fear. This Ipirit of bondage they were 
under before their converfion to chriftianity, as is imply’d in the word again. And we may 
fee by ver. 21. what kind of fear it was that inflaved them, and caufed in them fuch a fpiric 
of bondage, it was a bondage arifing from a dread of corruption, that is according to the ex- 
preflion here in this place, from a fear of death . And how indeed could they be free from 
ftch inflaving fears, fince in their unconverted eftate, they were without Chrtfi , being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Ifoael, and fr angers from the covenants of promife, having no hope % 
and being without God in the world . As their expeftations of another ftate, and efpecially a 
ftate of happinefs were weak, their fears of death mufthave been more flrong and inflaving. For 
want of a revelation, they were uncertain whether death did not render them infenlible ; 
and death may well be dreaded, fuppofmg it to have that effeft upon men : but where they 
expected a future ftate, their guilty confciences would be apt to diftrefs them for wane of a 
knowledge of the way to obtain forgivenefs. 

I have already hinted the reafon why our author chofe rather obfeurely to deferibe, than 
exprefly to name the Gentiles . Mr. Locke upon the Romans has taken notice of the like ten- 
dernefs of St. Faul toward the yews, and his care to give them as little offence as pofTible-; 
which is to me an argument that he was the author of this epifUe. 

16 (/) Ou JSjTB ctfythtw I'Tl^AfJ.CetVileUy *AAcfc (TTfcf/UefcTOf A.C@ti(JLW/KcL(Ji€clv£Td,U 
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels ; but he took on him the feed of Abraham.] Our 
tranflators probably were led to this rendring, by what goes before, ver . 14. For as much 
then as the children are partakers offejb and bloody he alfo himfelf Hkewife took part of the fame • 
But thisufe of the verb is not to be met with : and to help it out, they have been forced to 
fupply the fenfe by adding thefe words of their own, the nature of, in the firft claufe, which 
ought to have been as well repeated In the fecond, to make the two parts of the verfe appear 
the more uniform. The verfion of our margin is to be prefer’d : For verily he taketh net hold df 
angels, but of the feed of Abraham he taketh hold; wherewith the Vulgate agrees : Nufquam 
enim angelos apprehendit ; fedfemen Abraha apprehendit, The word is ufed feveral times in the 
new teftament with a genitive cafe, as in this place, but *tis always in the fenfe of taking hold. 
The reader may compare the following texts. Mat. xiv. 31. Mark viii. a 3. Luke ix. 4.7. 
xx. 20, 26. xxiii. 26. APIs xvii. 19. xxi, 30, 33. xxiii* 19, 1 Tim. vi. 12, 19. and in 

this epiftle Neb. viii. 9. Farther, when the context is thoroughly confider’d, it will rather 
recommend this fenfe to us, than the other. For the reafbning ftands thus : Chrift cook part 
in fit in and blood, becaufe his defign was to lay hold of, that is, to fave the feed of Abraham^ 
and not the angels; and upon that account it was highly requifice chat he fhould be made 
like unco the feed of Abraham , his brethren, in fufferings ; in order to which it was nece£- 
fary for him to take part with them in-flefh and blood, vet, 17, But the reafbning does not 
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to be made like to his brethren, the feed of 
J bra bam, in all things, that fo he might 
be a merciful and faithful high prieft for 
them in all affairs he was to tranfad with 
God for them (jn), in order to his making 
atonement for the fins of the people whom 
5 ,8.. he undertook to help (n). For wherein 

fa 


to be made like uiito his 
brethren ; that he tnight be 
a merciful and faithful high, 
prieft in things pertaining 
to God, to make reconci¬ 
liation for the (ins of the 
people; For in. that he.18 


N O T'E s.. 


appear fo eafy and ftrong the other way^ when we fuppofe it to lye thus: cc Forafmueh as the 
children were partakers of flefti and blood, he alfo himfelf like wife took part of the fame : 
w for he did not take upon him the nature of angel9> but the nature of the feed of [Abraham, 

** Wherefore it behoved him in all things, to be made like unto his brethren.” The difcourfe 
thus underftood, feems confufed : the aftertion chat he took part of ftefh and blood, and the 
argument urged for the proof of it, that he took on him the nature of the feed of Abraham 
aim the conclufion,. that he. ought to be made like to his brethren in all things, are the fame, 
and fb his proof would be that faulty one, which is called Idem per idem. 

17 (m) Tct r ©sop. In things pertaining to God.] Chrift is here fpoken of as an 
high prieft in divine things for men, for his brethren, the feed of Abraham ; and therefore 
his mercifulnefs- and faithfulnefs muft be. underftood to relate to his office for them in divine 
things* Had our author defign’d, according to the imagination of (bme, to make a diftin- 
&iorv with reference to the parties between whom he ads, and to (peak of his faithfulnefs 
with reference to God 3 and his mercifulnefs with reference to men 3 he ought to have put faith - 
jW in the firft, and merciful in the laft place. But as the words now ftand, the mercifulnefs. 
and faithfulnefs , both relpeft his brethren, and the difoharge of his office for them : that he 
is both merciful and faithful in all his tranfa&ions for them as an high prieft. This appears 
farther by what is added. To make reconciliation for the fins of the people . 

00 Etc i\d<rKe&ct/ rdf d/u&fTietf m AaS:. To make reconciliation for the fins of the 
people.] The people here are evidently the feed of Abraham, his brethren, before mention’d. 
And though there is fome difficulty in the manner of the exprellion, yet the defign of our 
author feems Sufficiently fecured by comparing him with himfelf. In order to the clearing this, 
let it be ob&rv’d, 

1. That he is here treating of Chrift as an high prieft; and cOnfequently ’tis reafonable to 
fappofe,. that he (peaks of him as doing (oraewhat which belonged to the office of the high 
priefta under the law. His difrourfe being intirely addrefs’d to the Je*ws 3 he may well be 
thought, as in the reft of the epiftle, fo here alfo, . to borrow his deferiptions from what was 
ftmiliarly known among them. Now what the bulinefr of the high prieft was, he declares. 
Chap} v. 1. Every high priefitaken from amongmen , is ordained for men in things pertaining to 
Gody that he may offer both gifts and facrifices fir fins . And from his-tiling that exprellion in 
things,pertaining to God, it appears probable that he had the fame thought in his mind in both 
places,, where he (peaks of Chrift as an. high prieft: And accordingly the offering gifts 
sued facrifices fir fins there mentioned,. muft be equivalent to what is here called a making re¬ 
conciliation for the fins of the people . 

i*. This may be farther confirmed front the context. His taking part of ftefti and blood 
was., that he might dye, and through death deftroy him. that had the power of death ; and 
therefore was it requi(ice. that he (hould be made like .to his brethren, that by virtue of hi* 
death he.might make rsconciliatioa for their (ins; and that this reconciliation was in confe- 

1 queues: 
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himieif hath fuffered, being fo ever he himfelf fuffered (o)> when he was 

tried 


NOTES. 

quence of his death, may appear probable from what is immediately added in the next verfe, 
where he fpeaks of his funering. So that the fame thing feems to be fpoken of here, and 
1 Jtohni i. i. He is the propitiation for our fins, Ai/Jaf iKouj^oi weei tcov dfxa.{lt^v HftfcV- 
’Tis true fuch appeafing or propitiating mufl neceffarily be confider’d as terminating upon 
lome offended or angry perfon ; and ’tis ufual in profane authors to fpeak of the perfon 
appeafed, and not of the offence, in the accufative cafe, as iKdfKt&cu 7* 0so<s and fo it may 
feem ftrange that no fuch perfon fhould be here mentioned, and that the phrafe fhould found 
as though Chrift propitiated fin it felf. But there being no fenfe in fuch an expreffion, *tis 
manifelt the meaning muft be, that he might appeafe Cod } or render God propitious, with re¬ 
ference to the Jins of the people , or in proper Creek , iKdfKi&cu r 0 sop nriv. tcov d\j.dc{\i%v TO Kax* 
The LXX. have ufed the compound of this verb juft in the fame conftru&ion, Dan . ix. 14. 
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people , and tie holy city, to <rvv}i\&iivau dputfliAVi xj 
to <j<pgtfy'\GajL d^etfTtac, £ c tm a Outlets > x} to t%i\dfci<Qcu dfittiet f, to JtniJb 
tranfgreffton, and to Jeal up fins, and blot out iniquities, and to make reconciliation for iniqui¬ 
ties . There is nothing in the Hebrew to anfwer to that expreffion, x} dTreth^^aji rctf et<^/x lets', 
and blot out iniquities , and therefore if the LXX. really added it, they did it by way of ex¬ 
plication of the foregoing expreffion, to feal up fins : but I rather fufpeft from the difference 
of this expreffion from ail the reft, both in leaving out the to and adding rets ; I fay, I 
hence fufpett that it was not inferted originally by the LXX. but that ’tis an explication 
that has crept out of the margin into the text. This I mention to fhew that that expreffion. 
x) 7tf i^s\A<TA<Srau etJ/Kiaf, does alone anfwer to the Hebrew pjj ")SD 71 to make reconcili¬ 
ation for iniquity . 

And if our author here ufes IheLcKtScu to exprefs the Hebrew " 1 SD what room can there 
be to doubt that he fpeaks of his making reconciliation for fins by his death, or by what he 
does in conference of it ? For to fay the truth, it does not feem improbable, that the allu- 
fion here is not to the killing the facrifice, and offering it upon the altar, but unto the atone¬ 
ment that was made by the high prieft in the holy of holies once a year. So that then here¬ 
by will be fignified the reconciliation Chrift makes for us, as our great high prieft that is 
palled into the heavens, and now appears in the prefence of God for us. But then this Hip- 
poles the expiatory facrifice to be firft offer’d : for as the high prieft went not into the holy of 
holies without the blood of the facrifices ; fo Chrift by his own blood entred in once into 
the holy place, that is heaven. 

I fhall only add, that the figure would not appear more harlh, than is to be met with in 
fome other texts, if we fhould luppofe the expreffion to be elliptical, and the fenfe w as to be 
fupplied in fome fuch manner as this, he To i\d<rw&cLt r Ix^/xSV/* dpLetJl'iaf. 

18 (0) Ep a> $ Ti'TorSer, cculof. For in that he himfelf hath fuffered* j This rendring 
may be underftood fo as to exprels the fenfe given in the paraphrafe, which I take to be the 
fenfe of our author : but *tis fo ambiguous, that it eafily may, and perhaps commonly is mifta- 
ken. ’Tis ordinarily, I imagine, thus underftood. For in that [that is, in as much as ] he 
himfelf hath fuffered , being tempted , he is able to fuccour them that are tempted. This fenfe paf- 
fes eafily, it being really good : but it hardly gives a full view of the connexion of the dif- 
courfe. The belt way therefore of tranflating the verfe feems to be this, For wherein [or, 
in that which] he himfelf hath fuffered, being tried, he is able, &c. Our author feems to me 
to have his eye to what he had faid in the verfe before, that it behoved him to be made like 
to hisbretbren IN ALL THINGS, that he might be aMER CIFUL and FAITHFUL 
high priefi . And why in all things ? Becatife in whatever trials and flifferings he was made 

I 1 like 
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tried (p\ he muft be the more inclined tempted, he is able to fucJ 
and willing to help thofe who are tried (q). t 

i. Wherefore (r\ holy brethren (s)> who par¬ 
take ofj though you do not wholly ingrofs 

the 

NOTES. 

ike to them,, he would be the more effectually ingaged to pity and fuccour them, and fo to aft 
the part of a merciful and faithful high prieft for them* 

(p) rTtt£?e 3 -tHf. Being tempted,'] As the fufferings of Chrift are here fpoken of, the word 
would have been better rendred being tried , efpecially conddering the fenfe in which the 
"English word tempted is ordinarily taken. 

(7) Avvetjeu To?i pivot ( Con-^'Uc’tu, He is able to fuccour them that are tempted,] 

His difeourfe fhows that he does not fpeak barely of a ftrength and power to fuccour, but of 
an inclination and readinefs to do it. Thus Chry/oftom explains that of our Saviour, yohnv iii. 
43. Why do ye not hear myfpeech ? even.becaufe b JVPA&e ye cannot hear my word . Evjotv 9 ot t 

pn c Nvcl&cu,. to ph (ZuteS-cli %hv, w Here, fays he, not to be .able is not to be wil¬ 
ling.” And he confirms his interpretation by the next words; Te are of your father the de¬ 
vil, and the lufts of your father 0-tAeTe 'Toteiv ye will do, Ogft.i oti to, e c Nva^ri, to pn 
$i\&v \iyei ; ce Do you fee, fays he, .he means by ye cannot , that they would not.” 

It is evident, that perfons fufferings difpofe them to bexompaflionate, and inclined to help 
fuch as are in diftrefs, and ’tisof that our author here fpeaks. And this may be farther confirm¬ 
ed by what he adds, when he refumes this fubjeft, after a long digreffion, which begins with 
w. 3. of the third chapter, and is continued to Chap . iv. 13. Thus then he goes on, ver. 14. 
Having therefore a great high prieft — Jet us hold fafi our profejjton . For we have not an high 
prieft pr\ J'vvdpwov ffvp'TdL^mai toas cct&eveiajf npuv nrz'reigtfi?pivov y that cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities , but was in all points tempted — Chap. v. 2,. Who 
can S'wetpzvoc have companion on the ignorant , and them that are out of the way ; for that he 
himfelf aIfi is compajfed with infirmity. 

1 {r ) O-Ssp. Wherefore.] The reafon of this illative particle’s being here ufed, feems not 
to have been obferved by interpreters. But it will appear to be very proper, when the fol¬ 
lowing exprefllons are rightly underftood, and when it is obferved that our author here be¬ 
gins a practical application of the matter he had been upon in the two foregoing chapters. This 
will be farther cleared in the following notes.. 

(j) AtPi\<poi cLyiot, Holy brethren .] ’Tis very familiar with the apoftles to ftile • their fel¬ 
low chriftians brethren , and faints or holy : and.St. Paul, in two other plaaes, joins both thefe 
together, CoL i. z. To all the holy and faithful brethren. See the note upon the place. 
I Theft v. 27. I charge you by the Lord , that this epiftle be read to all the holy brethren. It 
may therefore be thought that there is no peculiar aim in our author’s fpeaking to them in 
the fame manner in this place. But I remember not any inftance wherein chriftians are di¬ 
rectly addrefs’d and fpoken to under this character ; and perhaps, confidering that he here 
begins an inference from his foregoing difeourfe, there may not be any thing unreafonable in 
the following conjecture, which I offer to the reader* merely as fuch, being not very confi¬ 
dent of it my felf. Our author then had defevibed chriftians in the foregoing chapter, as the 
children of Abraham , for which caufe he fhows that Chrift, who was alfo a fon of Abraham , 
was not afhamed to call them brethren . Of him he fpeaks under the title of he that fandifeth , 
them he deferibes as thofte who are fandified . Why then may he not be here underftood to ad- 
drefs hijafelf to them as the btethren .of chrift , and fandified by him*inthe fenf» before given ? 

CO 
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Chap. TIT* 


partakers of the heavenly 
calling, confider the apoftle 
and high prieft of our pro- 
ifelTion, Chrift Jefus; who 
was faithful to him that ap- 


the heavenly calling (r), in order to your 
rightly improving the advantage you are 
favoured with, be careful to conlider (#.) 
Jefus Chrift, whom I have been reprefent- 
ing to you as the apoftle and high prieft 
of our religion (ze>), who was faithful to 
God the Father who appointed him, exatt** 
ly executing the commands he gave him ( x ), 

and 


2. 


NOTES. 


( t ) Y.k\)<nw iffugwiv ptiroyot. Partakers of the heavenly calling.'] In Phil . iii. 14. we 
read of $ £vu Kkwiuf, the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus: with which this text ufes to 
be reckoned parallel. Nor would I much conteft it, and efpccially confidcring the tenor of 
the difeourfe in the two preceding chapters, compared with ChaJ>. x ii. 15. But if there be 
any ftrength in the conjecture offer’d in the preceding note, the Kkmn$ calling here may be 
expounded by what is faid of Chrift, Chap. ii. 11, He is not afbamed to call them brethren , 
d<Pik$*i ctvjvf JtetArtV. And fo the fenfeWould be, cc Partakers of this heavenly denominate 
<c on of the brethren of Chrift.” But if that conjecture be difallowed, we muft yet have re- 
courfe to the former chapter for the explaining the word partakers. There he reprefehts the 
undertaking of Chrift to have been for the feed of Abraham , whereby he avoids the cxprelly 
mentioning the GentileSy that he might not give offence, but he plainly implies that thofe of 
them who believed were part of the feed ot Abraham. And this I fuppofe is the defign of his . 
expreflion here,, that as the Jevos who believed were partakers of the heavenly calling, fb 
they were only partakers, jfince the believing Gentiles did likewife partake of the fame. No¬ 
thing can be more agreeable than this to the temper of St. Pauly if he was the writer of this 
epiftle : for as he was the apoftle of the Gentiles , they always lay near his heart ; nor would 
he ever give up their claim or right, however cautious he might be to give as little oftcnce as 
poflible to thofe of his own nation. 

(*) YLst] ccro)WccT£« Confider.] After fb particular a difeourfe concerning Chrift, as that in 
the foregoing chapters, > tis hardly to bethought that the only direction he intended to infer 
from it was that they ihould conftder him. This therefore is to be regarded as the beginning 
only of that direftion which he intended, and from which he makes a digreftionj.oer. 3, 
which ends with ver. 13. of the next chapter, after which he returns to what he had begun, 
as will eafily appear to any one who attentively compares what he there fays with the. latter 
end of the fccond chapter. 

( w ) T ov tL7rorokov ^ d$yjcfin f ouokoytetf The apoftle and bigh-prieft of our profef- 

fi°nl] lu thefe words our author refers to what he had faid of Chrift in the two former chap¬ 
ters. Chrift is the apoftle of our prefeflion, as he was lent of God to inftitute the chriftian pro- 
feflion, and God fpake to men by h in, Chap, i. 1 . the gofpcl began to be fpoken by him, Chap. 
ii. 3. And that he is the high-prieft of our profeflion is alferted in the.two laft verfes of the fore¬ 
going chapter. And the accounts given of him as to both thefe charatters, may well reccm- 
mend him to our confederation. So that the wherefore here is moft pertinent, the duty of con¬ 
sidering Chrift being wholly inferr’d from what had been before delivered concerning him. 

a (*) T a Tjonuxui.n oCvJov. To him that appointed him.] Thefe words were improved by fbme 
zealots for orthodoxy among the ancients, as an -occafion of cavilling againft this epiftle ; be- 
caufe they thought it fpake of Chrift as made , as the word more commonly imports, and is in¬ 
deed rendred in our margin ; and they- could tioc relrih an author' who laid that* God mads • 

Chrift*-. 
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and of whom the fame may be faid, which P° int *d him, as alfo Mofes 
God teftified of his fervant Mofes, That he ift >u his 

was faithful in all his hoife (y ). 

NOTES. 

Chrift. This gave no nneafinefs to thofe more ancient and learned fathers who lived before 
thofe warm debates, and who did not ftick to fpeak of Chrift as Ww/xa, *7/07/*, yin ti pay 
QPc. the ivorkmanfiip , creature , off-fpring , &c. of the Father. But to fay the truth, the ob- 
jefters needed not to have been difgufted at the epiftle upon this account, /ince there is no ne- 
celfity of taking the word in the fenfe they did, as though it muft unavoidably import a proper 
creation : for it often imports no more than what our tranllators have expreffed, viz, appointed. 
So Mark iii. 14. E^rotnr* ePaJ'sjot. hie ordained [or appointed"} twelve. See below the note 
upon Chap. xii. 2.7. But however needlelly they imagined our author to fpeak of Chrift as 
made or created by the Father; yet it muft be owned that the notion of Chrift’s being equal 
to the Father, does not very well confift with his being fubje£t to the Father’s appointment . 
But if men will be dilpleafed with this epiftle upon fuch an account^ there will be perhaps 
no book of the new teftament left that will not offend them. 

(y) Thefe words are taken from Numb. xii. 7. where God fpeaks in this manner concern¬ 
ing Mofes. Farther, this paffage feems to me to be therefore mentioned, that he might th^ 
more handlomely introduce the comparifon he proceeds to make between Chrift and Mofes ,, 
than which nothing could be more to his purpofe. 


SECT. V. 

CHAP. III. 3.—IV. 13. 
CONTENTS. 

O TJ R author having before compared Chrift with the angels, 
in whom as the meifengers of God to their anceftors the 
Jews ufed to boaft, and that not without caufe, and having 
argued how much fuperior Chrift is to them, he here takes occa¬ 
sion* from the mention made of Mofes in the verfe before, to run 
out in a long digrefllon, which fills up this fe&ion, and is to be 
confider’d as a parenthefis, to make a comparifon between him and 
Mofes , in being whofe difciples the Jews exceedingly trufted, and 
upon that account highly valued themfelves. He had given a hint 
before that Chrift was fuperior to all the old prophets who had 
been fent to the Jews, in as much as God had referved the laft, 

fulieft, 
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fulleft, and moft noble difcoveries of his will to be made known by cha P - IIf 
him ; and he that had fpoken to the fathers by the prophets, had 
now in thefe laft days fpoken unto us by his Son, Chap. i. 1. Now 
none of the old prophets were equal to Mofes , 5 D eut. xxxiv. jo—12. 

Nor was any one of them in fo great efteem with the Jews. 

And therefore if he proved that Chrift was preferable to Mcfes , the 
necefiary confequence muft be that he excelled all the prophets, 
nor could the Jews avoid this confequence upon their own princi¬ 
ples. Befides, nothing could better fuit his ddign of eftablifhing 
the Hebrews in their chriftian profelfion, in which they were very 
apt to waver, from the great regard they paid to the old law, than 
to compare together the two authors and publishers of thofe two 
religions. Having done this, <ver . 3 — 6 . he borrows an example 
from what befei the Ifraelites foon after the publication of the law 
by Mofes , and the feverity with which God punifhed their unbelief 
after he had done fo much for them, and made them a promife of, 
and was actually conducting them to a reft, and thereby he dif- 
fuades them from the like unbelief with reference to Chrift ; argu¬ 
ing at the fame time that in cafe of their believing and being ftedfaft 
in their profeflion, they had as certain an afturance of obtaining a 
happy reft, as the Ifraelites had. 


TEXT. 


TARAEHRASE . 


/ li^O R this man Chrift Jefus was intitled 
\ Xf to more honour and glory than Mofes , 


3~T70R this wdtfwas count- 
ed worthy of more glo¬ 
ry than Mofes, in as much 

as he who hath buiided the in as much as he is much more nearly related 

.“ktafcVSS head and founder of the family, who 

mutt be luppofed to have the greatelt honour 
of the family (s). For every houfc or fa¬ 
mily 


3 


4f 


N 0 T E S. 


3 ( z ) ofov 'Tthtiovet t tfSw tyj* t oiKv o KcLTctJuivcifcLf tfUToi'. Far as much as be 

vdIo bath buiided the koufe , bath move honour than the houfef] The common way of explaining 
this is by reprcfcnting Mofes as being himfelf a part of the houfe, and Chrift as the builder of 
the houfc, who muft by virtue of his building it. have more honour than the houfe, and much 
more than Mofes who was only a part cf it. Rut however plaufible this may feem in expound¬ 
ing this verfe by it felf, it will not be very eafy to make the interpretation agree with what 
follows. For what can then be meant by the next verfe; For every houfe is buiided by foms 
man: but. he that butlt aU things is Cod \ I know pretended, that hereby isjtfTeiud, that 

QuiA" 
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TEXT. 


mily has fome founder or head ; but he who ^ufe n buiided fome 

is the original founder and fupreme head of thing’s /“cod.* AndMofcs 
the church and all families and Societies is God 
the Father. Now Mofes was indeed related to 

him. 


NOTES. 

Chrift is God, bccaufe he built all things; and confequently he muft be worthy of greater glo¬ 
ry than Mojes who built them not. But there is little reafon to think this to be our author’s 
argument. For had it been fo, he would doubtlcfs have ftopt here, nothing farther being ne- 
celfary to fupport his aflertion, when once it appeared that Chrift was God, the creator of all 
things. But that this is not his argument appears plainly by his adding that Chrift was faith¬ 
ful as a Sen, and not as a Servant, which would be very impertinent after his declaring him to 
be God the creator of all. The ftrefs therefore of his argument, as appears by the conclufion 
of it, lies upon his being faithful as a Son , and not upon his being God. 

The common explication being very unlikely, we are to feek for a better. Now here I ob- 
ferve that the VuJg. renders the place other wife, and in my mind much better than our tran- 
ilators. Amplioris enim gloria fie pra Moyfe dignus efl habitus , quanto ampliorem honorem habet 
domus, qui fabricavit Warn. <c This man was counted worthy of more glory than Mofes , in 
<c as much as he hath the greater honour of the houfe , who buiided it.” This;conftruftionof 
the words is every whit as exaft as the other: nor has our author determined us to the fenle 
given by our tranflators, by ufing either «, or 'areteer., which he tifes in the former claufe of the 
verfe. And truly had he meant what our tranffation exprefles, ’tis not improbable that he 
would have here repeated the prepofition as well as he does the word ■•srAtW* ’Tis 

.farther to be remarked, that the comparative degree is here ufed inftead of the fuperlative. 
This is not unufual in the Greek language. So in the new teftament fxei^6>v is put for y/iysrof, - 
Matth. xviii. 1,4. xxiii. 11. 1 Cor . xiii. 13. And thus our own tranflators have rendred 
by mofty Luke vii. 4 z, 43. ’Tis very proper like wife here to add the obfervation of 
Grotius and Dr. Hammond, that onto* in this place is to be underftood of an houfe, as that fig- 
nifies a family , rather than a material edifice ; and fo the building here fpoken of muft be con- 
fid er’d as the building of a family. And this is very agreeable to the Hebrew way of fpeaking, 
not only as to the fignification of the word H '3 but of alfb. See Ruth iv. u f 1 Sam . 
vii. 17. And in two places the LXX. have rendred it by 7 ix,vo'srottiv 9 Gen. xvi. z. xxx. 3. He 
that buiided the houfe therefore is the fame as the father, head, or matter of the family; and 
the fenfe is evident, that the head of the family has the greateft honour of the family, or of 
any that are in it. The next verfe is to be underftood in like manner: For every houfe is buiid¬ 
ed by fome man: that is, every family, every kingdom or fociety has fome founder, and fome 
head : but he who built all things is God: that is, the original founder, and fupreme head of all 
families and focieties is God himfclf. 

But ft ill it will be demanded, how is this a proof of the author’s aflertion, that Chrift is 
counted worthy of more honour than Mofes ? Now our author leems to me to have omitted 
one part of his argument, leaving it to be fupplied by his readers, it being not very obfeure 
when all things are confider’d. Thus then I underftand his reafoning : w The nearer the 
a relation is in which any one ftands to the head of the family, who has the greateft honour 
<£ in the family, the greater honour muft that perfbn have in the family by virtue of that rela- 
cc tion. But Chrift, as a Son, is more nearly related to God, the head of the church which is 
<c his family, than was Mofes as a fervant. Therefore Chrift is worthy of more honour than 
<c Mofes. ** Nor is it unufual for authors in this manner to leave out one propofition of their 
. argument; which is then called an wthymem* The next verfe confirms this account: For 

every 
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Chap. III. 


verily was faithful in all his 
houfe as a fervent, fur a 
teftimony of thofe things 
which were to be fpoken 
f after; But Chrift as a Son 
over his own houfe : whofe 


him, but it was only as a fervant ( a ), and he 
was faithful in that relation for a teftimony of 
the things that were afterwards to be reveal¬ 
ed (Jb). But Chrift was faithful to him as a Son 
( c ) appointed by him to be over his [God’s] 

houfe. 



NOTES. 


tvery houfe is builded by fome perfon \ but he who built all things is Cod: that is, w As every 
w houfe has fome head who is the moll honourable in it, fo God, who is the fupreme head 
<c and founder of the church, and all other families and focieties, is the moft honourable of 
a all; and the nearer the relacion is in which any (land to him, the more honourable they 
tc muft be. 

5(4) Mofes verily was faithful in all his houfe, as a fervant .] Our author here refers to 
the fame text he did before, ver. 1 . for that {peaks of Mofes under this very character. Numb* 
xii. 7. My fervant Mofes is not fo, who is faithful in all mine houfe. 

( b ) t/f y.et(\Ctiov t$$ AstA»0H<ro/u4i/<yp. For a teftimony of thofe things which were to he Jpo» 
fcn after.'] The meaning feems to be, that Mofes was deligned to prepare God’s church to re¬ 
ceive the melTage which Chrift was to bring ; and that by his writings he fo teftified of Chrift, 
as that they who duly attended to what he faid, might come to a certain knowledge~of the 
truth of what Chrift fhould deliver when he came. It feems very unreafonable to fuppofe 
that the law of Mfes had little or no relation to Chrift. The fenfe here given is, I think, 
indifputably warranted by the new teftament. Our Saviour himfelf fpeaks moft expreily to 
this purpofe, John v. 4 6, 47. Had ye believed Mofes, ye would have believed me : for he wrote 
of me. But if ye believe not his writings , how pall ye believe my words ? In like manner he 
tells his apoftles after his refiirreftion, Luke xxiv. 44. Thefe are the words which Ifpake unto 
jou, while I was yet with you, that all things muft be fulfilled which were written in the law of 
Mofes, and in the prophets , and in the pfalms, concerning me. Hence St. Paul fays of himfelf, 
AH s xxvi. iz. That he witneffed both to fmall and great , faying none other things than thofe 
which the prophets and Mofes did fay fiould come . And we meet with feveral exprefllons to the 
fame purpofe in this epiftle. Thus Chap. viii. 5. The priefts who offer’d gifts according to the 
law, are faid to ferve unto the example and fiadow of heavenly things . Again, Chap . ix. 7—9. 
By the higb-priefi*s going alone into the fecond tabernacle , once a year, not without blood , the holy 
Choft is faid to fignify this, that the way into the holieft of all was not yet made manifeft, while 
as the firft tabernacle was yet ftandwg, which was a figure for the time then prefent . Compare 
ver. ij. and Chap . x. 1. Compare alfo the notes upon Col. ii. 8, 16, 17. Our author feems 
to give a farther hint of an argument of the fuperiority of Chrift to Mofes. For if Mofes was 
thus to prepare men for Chrift, ’ris but reafbnable to think that Chrift was fuperior to him. 
Befides, Mofes was in his houfe, Chrift was over it. 

6(c) XeirJf 3 coc qof W i r o 7 kov avth* But Chrift as a Son over his own houfe.] As 
the relation of a fbn is the moft near and honourable, this befpeaks Chrift to be counted worthy 
of more honour than Mofes, who was but a fervant. And fuch a ftrefs being laid upon this 
here, we fee the reafon why our author in the beginning of his epiftle chofe to exprefs himfelf 
in that manner, God hath in thefe laft days fpoken to us by his Son, in contradiftindion to his 
fpeaking by the prophets of old : for hereby he prefers him to all the prophets. 

Farther, our rendrinj; this paflage is utterly difagreeable to the fcope and phi afeology of the 
context, and quite fpoi's the fenfe. The words ought to have been tranfiated thus .• But Chrift 
as a Son over his [that is, God’s, or the Father’s] houfe. That this is the juft and proper ren- 
dring of the words, will appear by the following arguments. 

1 K 1. If 
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Jioufe, and we are God’s houfe or farnjly, if houfe are we, if we hold 
we ftedfaftly retain unto the end of our 

lives that hope which with boldnefs and unto the end. wherefore 7 
glorying we profefs’d at our firft embra- 
y; cing the chriltiaa religion (d). Where¬ 
fore 


NOTES. 

1. If Chiift is here confider’d as the fupre3m head and lord of the church,, and the church is* 
fiid to be Chjift’s own houfe, the fpeaking of him as a Son was impertinent and foreign to the 
dcfign of the writer : for he would then be over the houfe not as a Son 3 but as the cng t nal lord 
and mafier of it. 

z. The argument requires that Chrift fhould be faid to be faithful to the fame perfbn, as a 
Son over his houfe, to whom Mofes was faithful in his houfe as a fervanc.. And who can that 
be but God, or the Father i Compare ver. 2, 5. 

3. Some, and they ftich as probably would like well enough of Qur common tranfUtjon,. 
have aflerted that the church is never faid to be Chrifl’s; but is always called, the church cjf. 
God,, when the proprietor of the church is mentioned. If they will abide by their own aver¬ 
sion, they ought not to pretend that the chur ch is here called Chrift’s own houfe. 1 confefs I. 
can’t go the length thefu writers do. There are at leaft expreflions that are equivalent to the 
church’s being called Chrift’s. Thus Eph. i, zz y 23. Cod gave him to he head over all things 
the church, which is his [Chrift’s] body. Ver. 29, 30, 32. No man ever yet hated his. own fejb 7 
hut vourijbeih and cherijbeth it y even as the Lord the church. Tor we are members of his [the 
Lord’s] body* of his fiefi* and of his bones —-— I /peak concerning Chrift and the church. 
Nay, Rom. xvi. 16. ’tis faid, AH the churches of Chrilt faluteyou. So the Syr. Vulg. and the 
belt MSS. and the ancient fathers read it. Nor is there more than one MS. which reads Cod' 
inftead of Chrift. However ’tis certainly mod ordinary and common for the church to be cal¬ 
led the church of Cod: and therefore we fhould not force the other ftile upon, any text, where 
there appears not any thing in the text it fclf to oblige us to it, and ’tis evident there is no¬ 
thing of that nature to be found here,, but the contrary. 

4. Our tranflation is quite contrary to the ftile here ufed. His houfe in every other place in- 
the context, confeftedly bgnifies the houfe of God, that is the Father. Thus, ver. 2. Mofes- 
was faithful.in a U his [God’s] houfe: and ver. 5. Mofes was faithful in all his LGod’s] houfe’ 
as a fervant: And this houfe is therefore fpoken of as God’s, becaufe he built it, ver. 4. And 
why then fhould our tranflation infert the word own , as though the church were faid to be 
Chrift’s own houfe ? Or why fhould we not thus underftand the place, u That Chrift as a Son 
u was faithful to God the Father who had appointed him over his [that is, God’s] houfe ? ” 

If this be not fufheient, yet the fenfe feems to be fixed by what immediately follows;. 
Whofe houfe are we. For as he is here putting the Hebrews uppn confidering Chrift as a faithful 
high-prieft, ver, 1. he muft be underftood to fpeak of him as an high-prieft, not over his own 
houfe properly, but over God* j-houfe.. And this is confirm’d by another place, where he is 
upon the fame argument, and may be thought, perhaps, to have an eye to what he had faid 
here, Heb. x. 21, 23. Having an high-priefi over the houfe of God y * ■ ■ ■ * let us hold fajl the 

profejjtcn of cur faith without wavering. 

(d )/ E etv'srtf •t 'pd.ppwria.v x!) fiATncPb?, TiAwf fiefettety if 

We hold fajl the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end .] As feCctay here 
agrees in conflrutfion with $ 'uupptfcr'uiy, I take the interje&ed claule xj to be 

exegetical, and fb fhould choofeto render the whole thus. If we hold fajl the confidence ( even 
■ the rejoicing) of the hope firm unto the end t Ourauthor feuns here to have had a refpeft to that 

• confeftloiL 
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*7 

Chap* III* 


as the holy Ghoft faith; To 
day if yc will hear his voice* 
Harden not your hearts, a s 
in the provocation, in the 
day of temptation in the 


fore ( e ) (as the holy Ghoft fays by Da- 
aid (/), to day if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts, as was done by 
your anceftors in the provocation, in the 
day of the temptation in the wildernefs: 

where- 



NOTES. 


confe/fion which they ufed to make of their faith and hope at baptiim. There are two places 
in this epiflle which deferve to be compared with that before us. The firft is ver. 14. of this 
chapter, where he has manifeftly a regard to what he had faid here. For we art made parta¬ 
kers cfdr.fi, i&i^ ‘tens MX 64 fieGettcty KttleL^v/ufyy tf we boldfafi 

the beginning of tie confidence firm unto the end . Which renders it highly probable that the con- 
fidence n vraptnotet here, ana the begtnnng of the confidence , « \mn>r&<reo>c there, are 

the fame, lince exaftiy the fame thing is faid of both. Nor do 1 lee to what we can better 
refer the beginning cf the confidence , than to that confidence, or ^sra.ppn<riet which chriftians ex- 
preffed at hrft, or at their entrance into the chriftian church, which confidence or hope in 
Chrift they ufed to exprefs with joy and glorying. 

The other place which I think ought to be compared with this, is where he is treating of 
the fame argument, and does molt expreily fpcak of baptifm, Chap. x. 12, 23. And having oter 
bodies wafted with pure water, xct]&%v/4%u f ofxo^oyiety f ettcMM* Let us holdfafi the 

profejjicn of the hope without wavering. That thefc two claufes ought thus to be joined together, 
and not to be feparated, as they are in our tranfiation, fee the notes upon the place. None X 
fuppofe will doubt that the having our bodies wajbed with pure water relates to baptifm . Now 
the expretfions that follow are exactly parallel to what we meet with here. K 
vS 9 let us loldjafi without wavering is plainly equivalent to Y^dytofJ^j fieCct'utr pckyei riM* 
Let us l old fafi firm unto the end ; and the profcjjion of the hope , t opio^oytetv f £A-ran- 
fwers very well to r as-a.ponjtetv f the confidence of the lope : and therefore fince he 

evidently fpeaks of the profeffion of the hope as made at baptifm , when their bodies were wajbed 
with pure water , I can’t fee what reafon there can be to doubt that the ^sretpptutta or confidence 
of the hope, is Ipokenof as exprefi’d at the fame time. Let it be here obferved, that there is 
no profeffion that men make of their hope or faith that can avail them, unleis they abide by it, 
and hold it fall to the end. 

7 {e ) A/ 3 . Wherefore.] None of our commentators feem to have hit upon the true dcfigti 
or connection of this word. They make it fall in, and to be connected with fome part of ch® 
following citation, which is manifeftly abfurd. The reader need not be detained with an ex¬ 
amination or confutation of the feveral accounts which others have given, becaufe when the 
natural and eafy connection is fuggefted to him, he will of himfelf difoard thofe that are for¬ 
ced and dilagreeable. This wherefore then connects with the beginning of vet. 11. Wherefore 
take heed , brethren , lefi there be in ary of you an evil heart of unbelief &c. And the citation 
from Tfal. xcv. 7, &c. which comes between, is to be read in a parenthefis. Nothing need 
farther be added here, but that having cited that pfalm, he dilates upon it, and applies it to 
his purpofe, in the following part of this, and the beginning of the next chapter. 

(/) As the holy Ghofi faith. To d-y, &c.] God’s judgments upon men for their fins, ihould 
be a warning to all fucceeding ages that they lhould beware not to commie the like. Accord- 
ingly David , or the holy Ghoft by him, with good reafon cautions thofe of his time, from the 
tremendous example of their anceftors in the days of Mofes , not to be guilty of fuch wickedneft 
as they were: and our author might as jultly apply the fame example as a warning to chrifli- 
ans: for as St. Paul fays concerning this very cafe, 1 Cor, %, 6. Theft things wen our examples* 

K; te 
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9 * 

[id. 

+ ' M 


wherewith your fathers tempted me (g), 
proved me ( h ), and faw my works forty 
years (i). Wherefore I was gricvoufly offend¬ 
ed 


wildernefs: When your fa- f 
there tempted me, proved 
me, and faw my works for¬ 
ty years. Wherefore I waa io 


NOTES. 


to tie intent toe fiouldnot lufi after evil things , as they alfo Iufled, And again, ver, n. AU 
thefe things happened unto them [the Israelites] for examples 9 and they are written for our admo¬ 
nition [the admonition of us believing Gentiles ] upon whom the ends of the world are come , that 
who live under the difpenfacion of the Mefliah. So that there is no occafion at all to ima- 


fs 


gine that the hiftory here referr’d to, or that the words of the pfalmift, implied any typical 
■prediction or any prophecy concerning Chrift. Neither the pfalmift, nor our author have 
made any other ufe of that hiftory, than any hiftorian or political writer would have made of 
fuch an hiftorica] matter. The meaning of the paffage, as it ftands in the pfalm, is fufficiently 
plain ; and therefore what I foal! fay upon it, will be chiefly to compare our author’s citation 
here with the Hebrew and the LXX. 

9 (£) Ou /xs os iralipef vjudff. When your fathers tempted me.] The words are 

cxaCtly the fame in the LXX. and anfwcr perfectly to the Hebrew : but I think they ought to 
have been tranflated. Wherewith your fathers tempted me. The oiT,. according to the manner of 
the Greek conftruCtion, relates to the to temptation , mentioned in the verfe before, 

father than to iv tm in the wildernefs . I grant the tranflation of the Vulg. which has 

here ubi , that is, where > ha* nothing difagreeable to the Greek conftruCtion : but my reafbn 
for preferring the other tranflation which is followed by the paraphrafe, is becaufe it makes 
the Greek exaCtly agree with the Hebrew 'JIDJ "TON " 0 * 103 . HDD OVD it being an elegan¬ 
cy with them to join to the fubftantive the conjugate verb with "TON prefixed to it. Thus 
9fal lxxix. 11. And:render to our neighbours /even fold into their bofom "pairT "TON OnSHlT 
tie reproach wherewith they have reproached thee. The fame is common in other places. 
The Syriac feems to have rendred the place juft according to my mind, by ufing ^ Inftead of 
the Hebrew "TON, however the Latin tranflation of it renders it by ubi 3 which would have 
been more properly exprefs-’d by ND*N. 

(h) E<LQKtfjut<rd,9 fJLZ. Proved me.] There is foraewhat fo diffonant both to the Hebrew 
and the LXX. and to the fenfe of the place, in thofe few copies which read here cv d'oKtfeo t- 
trid, which the Coptic follows, that I fuppofe few will-regard it. If that be fet alide, the con- 
lent is univerfal as to the Greek copies which read this place in the epiflje as we do. And if. 
that be the true reading, our author follows the Hebrew which has and not the LXX. 

who have left out the /xe, rendring the place. They proved^ and faw my works. But it muft be 
confeffed that this argument is weaken’d- by the Vulg. and Syr.. which both, leave out me: by 
which it may be thought it was alfb omitted in the copies they ufed.. 

9, io ( i ) K til hJW t a. \$y& fjas Tt<r<TA£yMov\tL trw.. A/o az&GvyJLiGA ru ywtcL eKtiro.. 
[And faw my works forty years . Wherefore I was grieved with that generation.] This part of 
the citation agrees with neither the Hebrew nor the LXX. Our prefent Hebrew copies read 
thus, They.faw my work . Forty years was I grieved with that generation. Nor have they any 
thing to anfwer to our authors <Pso wherefore. The LXX. exaCtly agrees with the Hebrew , ex¬ 
cepting that it has my works. It feems natural to me to fuppofe tHat our prefent Hebrew, copy 
is fomewhac different from that which our author ufed, which very probably referr'd the forty 
years to the time of their feeing hi* works, and reading ^705 my works inftead of our prefent 

work (which is only the difference of one point, &ut not of any. letter); it ended the 

verfe with the forty years : and that then it began the next verfe and fo our author 

readied the \ by cf/L Th& T ctr-v/rfimw futuri fee ms there, ro he v anting! ar.d 
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TEXT. 


grieved with that genera** 
tioo, and faid, They do 
alway err 4 n their hearts ; 
and they have not known 
11 my ways. So I fware in 
my wrath, They lhall not 
I Center into my reft. Take 
heed, brethren, left there 
be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in de¬ 
parting from the living 
i 3 God. But exhort one ano- 


PARAPHRASE. 

ed with that generation, and faid, They do al¬ 
way err ( k ) in their heart, and they have not 
known my ways. So I fware (/) in my 
wrath, They fhall not enter {m) into my 
reft) take heed, brethren, left there be in 
any of you fuch an evil heart of unbelief as 
was in them, that ihould caufe you to de¬ 
part from the living God (»). But as long 

as 

NOTES. 


6 9 

Chap. Ill* 


ir. 

1 2-f 


*3 


cafe, if we can't truft this inlpired writer, that it was not wanting in the copies "of his time. 
The Vulg. and Syr. fully confirm this to have been the reading in the epiftle. Nor do I fee 
any realbnable doubt can be made of it upon the account of what is faid ver. 17. But with 
whom was he grieved forty years? For if they tempted him, proved him, and {aw his works 
Jorty years, and for this caufe he was grieved with them ; I cannot perceive why he might not 
Ipeak of them in the manner he does, as provoking him forty years. 

(£) Ah 'v^a.vayjau. They do alway. err.'] The Hebrew has DJJ & people emng 1 

but the LXX. inftead of ir, read alway : So alio does th zVulg. both in the pfalm, and here 
in our author’s citation. One might therefore be ready to fufpeft, upon this view of the 
cafe, that oy was a corrupt reading for or oVlU' but c ^ en on oc ^ er h an dj the 

Syr. reads our author’s citation according to our prelent Hebrew copies, ’Tis a people that errs 
in their hearts. 

11 (/) ft? 6 ifsofet. So I /ware.] The Vulg. has here quibus juravi ; and Velejius pretends, 
that he found in the Greek , oJs for <J<. But a* our common reading agrees exactly wich the 
LXX.. and well enough with the Hebrew , fo it is confirm’d by the Vulg. in the tranflation of 
the pfalm, where it has ut juravi. And which is more, where our author has this palfagp 
over a^ain, chap. iv. 3. the Vug. has ficut juravi , and Velefius pretends not to have found 
there off for The Syr. confirms the common reading. 

(m - Ei k/Tihivoo/jeu. They JbaU not enter.] Our margin renders it word for word, if 
they JbaU enter . But the fcnfe is the fame, this being the form of fwearing among the eait- 
ern nations. See Gen. xxi. 23, &c. and Dr. Whitby upon the place before 11s. 

12 (n) In departing from the living God.] By the living God, in. this place,, fome would 
underftand Chriii, though there is no other text wherein it can be pretended that this title 
is attributed to him. And when, the difeourfe of our author is throughly consider'd, I 
think it will be evident there is as little rcaloa to fuppofe him called the living God in this 
text, as in any other. In order to the clearing this, let it be remembred, that the wherefore, 
which is the firft word of ver. 7. is to be joined with, this 12th verfr, according to what 
was obferved before in note (e) upon that verfe. Hence then we learn, that this 12th verfe 
ia to be confider’d as a dire&ion that is infer’d from fomewhat faid before ver. 7. that is, in 
Ihort, it is a direction inferr’d from the laft claufe of ver. 6. Whofe houfe are we, if we hold 
faft the confidence (even the rejoicing) of tie hope firm unto the end. The houfe he fpeaks 
of, as has been Ihown, is the Father’s, over which Chrift is as a Son. Now the connection 
is plain between that 6th verfe and. this 12th, and it [lands thus, “ Since you are the houfe 
<£ and family of the Father, who is the living God, if you hold faft the confidence, that is, 
fc if you continue ftedfaft in the faith, to the end of your lives ; do you upon this accouut 
u take heed of an evil heart of unbelief ; for thereby you will depart from the living God, 
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as you are in danger, and yet have opportu¬ 
nity by reafon of God’s patience, to mind this 
affair, exhort and ftir up one another to your 
duty, left any of you lhould, as your an- 
ceftors in the example alleged, become hard- 
ned by degrees in your unbelief- (For we 
have been made partakers of the benefit of 
Chrift’s office (o), but yet 'tis upon condition 

that 


ther daily while it is cal¬ 
led, To day; left any of 
£ou be hardned through 
the deceitfulnefs of On. 
For we are made parta- ia 
hers of Chrift* if we hold 


NOTES. 

Farther, it well d*ferves to be remark’d how proper and agreeable the example here urged 
was to the cafe of thofe Hebrews, to whom ’tis applied. 

i. In that it is taken from their own anceftors. For as an example of that kind is apt 
to work upon all men, fo it was moft iikely to have that effect upon the yfewr, who very lit¬ 
tle regarded any befide thofe of their own nation. 

i. The evil againft which he cautions them, is the fame with that of which their anceflor* 
had been guilty : for, as he {hows, it is in both cafes unbelief, 

3. The time when the Ifraeiiies of old were guilty of their unbelief, might make his ad¬ 
monition to be the more regarded. The ancient Jfraeliies were thus unbelieving prefently 
after God had erected a new conftitution, religion and government among them : and it con¬ 
cerned thofe to whom the epiftle is written, to beware they did not fall after the fame 
example of unbelief, now that God had juft fet up a new conftitution and religion among 
them. 

4. The confeqnence in each cafe was alike, unbelief debarring the guilty in both, from an 
entrance into God’s reft. 

5. The unbelief in the prefent cafe, was aggravated above the former, by the extraordi¬ 
nary character of the meflenger imploy’d. It was a lefs crime that the ancient Jfraelites be¬ 
lieved not God when he fpake to them by his faithful fervant Mofes , than that with which 
the Hebrews would be now chargeable, if they believed not God when he <pake to them 
by his faithful Son. 

6. The vaft difference of the two refts heightned the danger in the prelent cafe, above 
that in the former ; and lo lerved very much to ftrengthen the argument here ufed. In the 
former cafe they miffed of an entrance into an earthly reft, the land of Canaan; in the pre- 
fent, they forfeited by their unbelief, an entrance into a much more glorious, even an hea¬ 
venly, reft, rtferved for them in the other world. 

14 (i>) jS yzyQV&nzv th XezrS*. tor we are made partakers of Cfrrift.'] This 

Verfe is put in a parenthefis in the paraphrafe, the reafons for which will be offer’d to the 
reader in the note upon the next verfe. I prefer our own rendring to that of the Syr . and 
fome others, JVe are made partakers with Chrifi. There is no doubt that chriftians do partake 
with Chrift in happinefe and glory, and that they are (rvyaKn^vbfJLot th Xetr* join* fairs 
$vith Chrifi , Rom. viii. 17. But had our author intended this in the place before us, he would 
probably have ufed the like compofi^ion, and faid <rvfJt.[/&Toyoi XetSTf. Chrift therefore 
here feems to be confider’d as the apofile and high priefi of our profejjiofi , according to vet. I. 
and fo to be partakers of Chrift, will fignify the being partakers of the benefit of his office, 
or the receiving the advantage of belonging to God's houfe or family jrom Chrift, as a Son fee 
©ycr this houle of God. 

(0 
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7 1 

Chap. )ir. 


the beginning of our con¬ 
fidence ftedfafl unto the 
if end; While it is faid, To 
day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your 
heart*,. as in the pravoca- 


that we perfevere to the end in that confi¬ 
dence we at firft profefs'd). (J>). Exhort 
one another, 1 £ay > upon this consideration, 
that ’tis laid, To day if ye will hear his 
voice (y) harden not your hearts, as your an¬ 
chors did in the great provocation of which 

they 



NO TE S. 


(p) tmV cl2x' )V fcCouav k/U%u/iAp* tf we *$*' 

Beginning of cur confidence fedfaf unto the end ] Upon comparing this with the laft clause of 
tter. 6. the fenle feems to be the fame ; and therefore I prefer the common reading to that 
of the A/ex . MS. which has tUc vsrareiVetys etui?, his confidence \ which reading is counte¬ 
nanced only by the Vulg. So that here is expreft the condition of oujt receiving the advan¬ 
tage of Chrift’s mediation, as though he had faid, ct ’Tis with gpod’ reafirn I urge you toule 
u fuch care everyday: for the exhortation in the pfalm, in effeft* does the fame, there be- 
u ing no day in which ’tis not to be underftood as fpeakmg tj men in this manner, Tis day if 
cc you will hear his voice, harden not: your hearts. It will'not futEce us, that at our firft con- 
K verfion to chrillianity we made a good profeffion of our confidence in Chrift ; but this con- 
“ fidence muft be maintained every day to the end of our lives. The ncgleft of it any da/ 
u may have a fad confequence, beginning fuch an hardnefs of heart, as through the deceitful- 
fc nels of fin may fo increafe, as that we may Ibofe oiir part in Chrift. 

15 (7) Er r*> Ae^'Scfrca, 'Ziifj.zapv Iav tik yuvnt ct\«V«r«. W tile it is faid y To day 

if ye wid hear his voice,] None of the ancient or modern tranliations feem to make good 
fenfe of this place. According to the generality of them,, a fbntcncc is here begun, which 
is not afterwards compleaced. Every one expert, that after fuch an exprclTion, While it is 
fard, Today fye will hear his. voice, harden' not your hearts, lbmewHat ftiould fallow, either 
by way of explication of the palTage cited, or of practical direction: but whoever reads on 
in the context, meets with nothing of this nature nay, fome panicle or orher curs off the 
connexion or continuation of the ienrcnce, wherever He indcavours to fix it. Thus For in- 
fiance, the. $ fop , ver. 16. will' not fuffer us to fupply rftc fenfe thus, M While ’tis faid, To 
“ day? Arc. ’tis imply’i that fome, when they had heard, did provoke.*’ Thus again, the 
and, will not permit us to join it with ver. 19. thus, Cf While ’tis faid, To day, &c. we 
“ fee they could nor enter in becaufe of unbelief.” And in like manner the ay therefore 
Ckap.-\v. 1. hinders our fixing the connexion there. Nor do I fee how this i^th verfe can 
well be taken for the continuation of a fentence, begun in the 14th, Until a better account 
be given, than any, T have yet fecn, the reader will bear with the explication, which £ 
ftibrnit to his judgment, not being my fclfvery pofitive in it. I take then the 14th verfe to be a> 
pW£nthefi>, and that the 15th is thus to be joined with the 13th But exhort one another daily, 
while-it is ended TO DAT j left any of you jbould be hardned through the deceit fulnefs of jin j— 
Exhort one another by or from its being faid. Today if ye will hear his voice , harden not your 
hearts Thus, as in ver, i ;, he had expreft the time when this exhortation ftiould be mu¬ 
tually tiled, while ’tis called To day , and the end of it, left any of you fhotild he hardned 
through the deceicfulncfs of fin ; fo here in ver. i^.he declares the ground up?n which their 
mutual exhortation wa3 to be built, viz. Its being faid, To day if yc will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts as in the provocation. The 1«;rh veilc thus underftood, well agrees 
with the 1 Jth: For as he there cautions them agrinft being hardned, fo he here fErs down? 
the words of the text-, which fhows the danger there was of it* j bv which conftdkration* 
they were to excite and fur up one another. 

How— 
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16. they were guilty in the wildernefs. For tion. For Tome when they if 

fotne of them, who had heard the promife, ttbtTieJi 

did then provoke or exafperate God againft out of Egypt by Mof«. 

them, although there were fome few excep- B “ l whom h ® 17 

r . *?■ 1 r 1- . r gneved forty years S vat 

tions or thofe who came out or Egypt by It not with them that had 
Mofes who did not ( r), and accordingly ob- 

. 1 .1 r ' j Vi in the wildernefi ? And to 15 

tamed the promife, and enter d into Gods w h om fware he that they 

1 7 • reft the land of Canaan . But with whom fhould not enter into his 

was he grieved forty years ? was knot with i, 

them that finned by their unbelief, whofe they could not enter in 

carcafes fell in the wildernefs before they becaufe of unbelief. Lee 1 

18. reached Canaan ? And to whom did God us ther ore ar * * * 

fwear that they fhould not enter into his reft, 

but to them that believed not ? So we fee (/) 

they could not enter into God’s reft becaule 

i. of their unbelief. Well may we therefore 

be 


NOTES. 

However this account is followed in the paraphrafe, yet it will make no great difference, 
if our own tranflacion be prefer’d, While ’tis /aid, provided we conneft this with vet. 13. I 
fay, exhort one another while it is faid y To day if ye will hear his voice harden not your 
hearts . The fenfe may then feem co be this : cc I have good reafon to put you upon ex- 
<c horting one another daily y fince God himfclf did the fame by the pfalmift : and as long as 
<c God may be underftood co fpeak himfelf in this manner, you mull have juft caule to ufe 
ct fuch care, and that is daily, or as long as you live.” The reader may find the phrafe iv 
tco A kye&ajy thus ufed by theLXX. Pfal xlii. 3. Ezjek. xxxvi. 20. If this is our author’s mean¬ 
ing, he might defign to prevent their taking offence at his being fo urgent with them : for 
fince God fo clofely preffed this matter, he might well expeft they fhould not be difpleafod 
with him for doing fo too. 

16 (r ) He fpeaks of cbis tranfaftion with tendernefs, faying only that fome of them did pro¬ 
voke, but not aU y although among the adult, there were only two exceptions, Caleb and 
yofbua y who in fuch a vaii multitude, were next to none at all. In like manner St. Paul is 
foft in his expreffion concerning this affair, I Cor. x. But with many of them God was not 
well pleafed ; for they were overthrown in the wildernefs. Nor was it neceffary for our author 
to fee forth a cafe lo well known in the harfheft manner. Their own refleftion would fup- 
ply what might feem wanting, and bring the matter home upon them, who might learn by 
this example, that the vaftnefs of the multitude of unbelieving $ews y would be no excufo for 
thofe who now believed not in Chrift, nor would the fmalnefs of the number of cho r e who 
believed in him, caufe them to be overlook’d or to fail of obtaining the pro.i.ifed reft. To 
which purpofe, fee what follows in the next chapter. 

19 (/) Ksti So we fee.'} The fonfe is good, if we render it. And we fee : but 

our tranflation, which foems to run fmoocher, is juftified by Dr. Whitby 3 who may be confuk- 
cd on the place. 

1 (0 
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a promife being left us of 
entring into his reft, any 
of you fhould feem to 
z come fhort of it. For un¬ 
to us was the gofpel preach¬ 
ed, as well as unto them : 
but the word preached did 
not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them 


be concerned, left, God having left tis A pro¬ 
mife of entring into his reft, any of you (?) 
fhould fall fhort of obtaining it. And fuch & 
promife of reft is indeed left us chriftians: for 
we have glad tidings brought to us as well 
as they had («) : but the word which they 
heard, became ufelefs to them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it ( w ) j 

and 



NOTES. 


i (0 boxy w Any of you Jbould feem,'] Some copies here redd ipttov us for 

vpav you. And it muft be owned, that this reading, at firft fight, looks moft agreeable to 
his other expr el lions, as particularly to that juft before. Let VS therefore fear , and to that 
which immediately follows, For unto V S was the gofpel preached , ver. z. Nay farther, this 
feems well to fuit St. Pauf s way of writing, if he was, as is very probable, the author of 
the cpiftie : for by joining himfeif with thofe of whom he fpeaks, he often fofeens what might 
be apt to give offence. But after all, as the common reading is warranted by the moft and 
beft MSS. and by the VuL and Syr. I cannot but judge ’tis fafeft to adhere to it. And the 
defignof his Ipeaking lo exprtliy to them, feems to be that he might bring the matter more 
home upon them, and, as it were, force them to confider their danger ; and that he might 
at the fame time give them a reafon why he was lb very urgent with them in the matter. 
The word c T ojcm -feems to be redundant in this place, as it often is in the new teftament, and 
other Greek authors* 

a («) K*4i $ tuny pivot, KAd'A'jrtf kakSvoi. For unto us was the gofpel 

preached, as well as unto them.'] Our own tranllators have elfewhere rendred the word 

by bringing glad tidings , Luke ii. 10. Rom. x. 15. which is the primary and 
proper fenfe of the word ; and they would have done better, in my opinion, if they had ac¬ 
cordingly rendred it here, when ufed pafiively, we have glad ridings brought to us. Thus the 
meaning of our E nglijb, or rather old Saxon word, gojpel, is good stews ; buc this, by long ufe, is 
become appropriated to that which moft eminently deferves to be filled fo, the tidings of our 
Saviour’s birth, and the way of falvation by him. And it would be very low and flat for 
our author to fay, that what we commonly mean by the word gofpel was preached to us 
chriftians, as well as to the ancient Jfraelites in the wildernefi, fince it is fb much more 
fully, exprefly and plainly preached to us than it was to them, that no companion can be 
made between the two. What therefore is here refer'd to is, that whereas the Ifraelites in 
the promife made them, had the good news of a reft exprefly mentioned, chriftians were not 
without fuch good news, but had an afturance of a reft, and that a more glorious one than theirs 
was, theirs being a reft in Canaan , ours a reft in heaven. And as his preceeding difeourfe 
goes fo very much upon this reft, and the Hebrews might be ready to objeft to it, that the cafes 
were different, and that no mention is made of any reft but that of Canaan , he proceeds, ver. 
3 — 10 . to prove that a reft is truly propofed to chriftians, who are in danger of milling of it, 
as v/cil as the ifraelites were of miffing theirs. And this feems to me to be in a great meafure 
the key of his following difeourfe. 

(w) Mil auyKiK^fjLkvos tm ttiVw tok *.*.*$&*iv. Not being mixed with faith in theta 
that heard it.] ’Tis very difficulc to fix the true fenfe of this place with any certainty, be- 
caufc ’tis doubtful what is the genuine reading of the Greek . If we follow the reading our 

L tran- 
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and in like manner will the word we have 
heard be unprofitable to us, unlefs we be¬ 
lieve it. For in whatever age God makes 
to us an offer of reft, we can enter in¬ 
to it only in a way of believing, which 
(hows how neceflary ’tis in every fuch cafe 

that 


that heard it* For we } 
which have believed do 
enter into reft, as he fa id, 


NOTES. 

tranflators did, the ienie may be either what they have well enough expreft, or elfe it may 
be this; The word preached was not mixed [or incorporated] into thole that heard it by 
faith : and lo the word preached is compared to food, which muft be digefted and turned 
in futcnm janguinem y fo as to become parts of our bodies, in order to its doing 1 of us 
good \ and then faith is here confider’d as the means of the word of God’s being thus incorpo¬ 
rated in the hearers. 

I)ut the words have a fomewhat different turn, if we prefer the other reading, fxtf 
ciyt 'i'rzuzw , in the plural, agreeing with Ik&vus them y and the fenfe will then (land 
thus : “ But the word heard did not profit them, who did not mix themfelves with [that 

is, adhere to] thofe that heard [or obeyed] it by faith.” Whence a learned writer gives 
us this paraphrafe, to which his notes fhew him moil inclined. <c Or we muft to our hear- 
“ ing Cod’s word, add both obedience and communion with all orthodox chriftians, or elfe 
c< the word will benefit us nothing,” 1 omit another various reading of 7w ct KWdLvjay 
for Tot; u.hh(jclg which feems a corruption. 

To compare now the two readings, either of which feems agreeable enough to the Greek 
language ; it muft be owned that the latter is fupported by very great authorities, viz., by 
very many of the beft MSS. and by all the Greek commentators. On the other hand, the 
very ancient Syriac verfion agrees with our common reading, and may be reckon’d the ftrong- 
eft fuppoit of it. The Vulgate, as it appears at prefent, non admijlus Jtdei, does lo too ; 
but } tis doubtful whether it did fo anciently. If we certainly knew in what time the author 
of the comment upon the Nefoewsy among St. Ambrofe's works, lived, it might give us fome 
light into the ancient reading of that verfion : for it being thought to be compiled by fome 
perfon out of the comment of Chryfojlom, there would be reafon to judge that the Vulgate 
read in his timuas we do, or elfe he would not have quitted that reading which Chryfejlonr 
followed. But this being uncertain, and the authority of fuch as Beda being too late to be of 
any moment, we muft be content to let the Vulgate ftand neuter in the cafe. There is one argu¬ 
ment from the cpiflle it felf, which appears to me to favour the common reading, however 
1 pretend not that ’tis decifivc. Our author feems to be here wholly treating of the neceftity 
of fattby and nut to be come to that of love and communion, which the other reading brings 
in. This indeed he mentions afterwards (See Chap. vi. 10, &c. x. 24, 25, 32, &c.) buc 
that reading looks inoft probable which befts fuits the fcope of the contexr. The matter how¬ 
ever is too doubtful for me to determine, and therefore the paraphrafe following the common 
reading refers it to the judgment of the reader. 

Farther, to compleac the fenfe of the verfe, fomewhat of this nature feems neceflary to be 
undcrflood : “ And as the word heard did not profit them of old for want of faith, fo nor 
<c will the word heard by us profit us without faith, which is a good reafon why we fhould 
-5 fear, ver* 1. or why we fliould be diligent and careful, as wr, 11. 
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As I have fworn m my 
wrath. If they fhall enter 
into my reft: although the 


that the word be mixed with faith («), ac¬ 
cording to what God, by the pfalmift, fays 
of the particular cafe of the Israelites, So 
I fware in my wrath. They fhall not en¬ 
ter into my reft (y ): and that notwithftand- 

ing 

notes. 

/ 

3 (.r) t $ eii KaltLTrdLVtnv 0/ u/rsuVct yjec, For we which have believed da 

enter into reft.] The Alex. MS. which reads iv, Let us therefore which have be¬ 

lieved enter , is therein fingular, and feems not to fuit the author’s defign. Nor do I think the 
reading of Chryfoftom \t<TiKiv<TofjLi§ct y with which agrees the Vulg. ingrediemur, is as pertinent to 
our author’s fcope, as the common reading, which is juftified by the Syr. and all the MSS. be- 
fide the Alex . The verfe has been generally reckon’d obfcuie and difficult, and elpecially be- 
caufe it lias been thought that the citation in the latter part of it from Pfal. xcv. is brought as a 
direft proof of the former ; and that the pfalmift was therefore underftood by our author as 
fpeaking in that pfalm prophetically of the cafe of chriftians; of which ’tis faid there is not the 
leaft fign : nor can I pretend to allege any. ’Tis fubmitted now to the careful reader, whether 
the following account will not remove all the difficulty. By the <we then I would not underftand. 
him to fpcak folely of chriftians. I grant, according to the diftin&ion made in the verfe before 
of us and them, at the firft reading of this verfe, our thoughts naturally lead us to underftand. 
the we here as lb appropriated : but I don’t fee any abfolute neceility of our abiding by thac 
limitation. Mr .Lccke in his Ejfay for the under funding St. Paul’s epiftles, p. 6. has obferved, 
that tc his frequent changing the perfonage he (peaks in, renders the fenfe very uncertain, and 
is apt to millead one chat has not (bme clue to guide him. Sometimes by the pronoun I he 
means himfclf; fometimes any chriftian, fometimes a few ; and fometimes any man, &V. 
If fpeaking of himfelf in the firft perfon lingular has fb various meanings; his ufe of the firft 
perfon plural is with a far greater latitude, Qpc” I judge therefore that the we is not to 
be underftood of chriOians in oppolition to fews , but as comprehending all both fews and 
chriftians to whom the offer of reft in any age of the world is made. Our common tranflation 
which renders 3/ rarirsuVct^Sf we which have believed , hardly leaves room to the EngUfb reader 
to admit this fenfe: but as the Aorifls are ufed uncertainly as to time, it might perhaps have 
been better to have rendred if, For we believing do enter into reft ; that is, believing is always 
the way wherein we [men] muft expeft to enter into God’s offer’d reft. 

(y ) KctOtK g/fuxsy, 'Hf Jfxojo. iv tm ofyn [/.v, u iifttevaoflcti hf t Ka]d f 7 td:j<y\v As 
he faid. As I have fworn in my wrath , if they fs all enter into my reft.'] If what has been offer’d 
under the preceding note be allowed, there will be no manner of occafion to fuppofe that our 
author underftood the pfalm to be prophetical of chriflians. The fenfe will run ealily and 
fmoothly thus : tc Wc of whatever age or nation who have a promife made us of reft, enter in-. 
<c to it by believing, according as God himfelf (hewed in a particular cafe, when concerning 
tc the ancient ifraelites he faid, As I have fworn in my wrath, if they (hall enter into my 
cc reft. And wc may well imagine that his refolution is the fame concerning any other reft, 
cc where there is the like, or even a greater reafon for it. So that we may hence take this 
<c for a general maxim in every cafe, that believers only enter into God’s offer’d reft.” 

But it may be (till demanded ; how docs our author bring in believing , upon which he 
lays the ftrefs of his argument, when there is at leaft no exprefs mention of it in the pfalm? 

The anfwer is eafy : that the pfalmift briefly relates there a hiftory from the books of Mofes ; 
and therefore though he does not exprefty mention the unbelief of the ifraelites , yet he points 
at it plainly enough in the expreffions by which he fets out their fin, which brought upon 

L 2, them 
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<c 
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ins God’s works were finifhed from the ^ finiihej from 
beginning of tho world, and coofeqnently - 

there was a reft of God as old as that time (z). place of the feventh day on 
4. For thus indeed the feventh day is fpoken of |i? £ 5 ^ 

by God as his reft, particularly where it is works. And in this {lace 5i 
fa^dj And God did reft the feventh day from 
’5. all his works (a). And again in this place in 
the pfalm God fpeaks of his refolution in the 
cafe of the J[raelites > when they were in the 

wiL- 

NOTES, 

them their doom, as particularly when he {peaks of them as hardening their hearty tempting , - 
provoking, and grieving God : and the particular manner in which they did this, is to be learn¬ 
ed from the Mofatck hiftory, and it appears to be by their not believing . Thus, Dent, i, 51 — 35. 

Te did not believe the Lord your God y who went in the way before you to fearck you out a place to 
pitch your tents in y in fire by night to jbew you by what way ye fiould go y and in a cloud by day * 
And the Lord heard the voice of your words and was wroth , and / ware , faying ; Surely there fialt 
not one of thefe men of this evil generation fee that good land , which 1 fware to give unto your fa¬ 
thers . Compare alfo Chap, ix. 1 j, 

( z) K afjot iff ipysov KcflctCoKne yi,r*Biv}w. Although the works were finified 

from the foundation of the world .] I can’t, fee but that our traniiation has pitched upon that* 
among the various hgnifications of the word kcutoi, although , which is moft pertinent to the 
fcope of the place. They feem to give the beft account of this and the following vcrfcs, who 
ftppofe our author here defigns to remove two objections which the Hebrews would be ready to 
make againft his difeourfe concerning their danger of miiTmg of an entrance into God’s reft* 

1. That they could be in no danger becaufe the feventh day was God’s reft,, and into this they 
were entred, in as much as God had given them the law or his fabbath, which they alio ftriCt- 
ly obferved. 4. That the land of Canaan was God’s reft; and that their fathers had long ago 
entred into ir, that they themfelvcs were now a&ually.in it;, and fe they were paft all danger, 
of coming {liort of an entrance into it. Both thefe objections he clearly removes. 

I am ayt to think, that though the way in which our tranflation renders the paftage under 
confideration, will bear* yet his dtfccurfe might feem fomewhat clearer in cafe we join’d this 
laft claule with the firft,, and read the intermediate in a parenthefis thus For we believing do 
enter into.rejl (as he faid y So 1 fware in my wrath y they fiaU not enter into my reft) although the 
works were fnified from the foundation of the world. Thus it may feera to ftand better as an obr 
jeCiion fiarted : but if it be thought otherwife, I contend not, being not pofitive about it, 

4 (a) For befpake m a certain place of the feventh day on this wife y And God did reji the feventh 
day from all his works .3 This is cited from Gen • ii. 1, 3. There feems to be a double defign in 
his quoting this paflage. 1. To give the utmoft ftrength to the objection which he fuppofes to 
be made. For hereby he allows that the fabbath,. or feventh day was indeed what rhe ob- 
jefters might pretend, God’s reft. 1. He hereby makes way for his anfwer to this obje&ion. 
For by comparing this text with the others he adds* which fpeak of a reft to be entred into long;, 
after that reft of God on the feventh day, and long after the yteepr had received and obferved 
the law of the fabbath, he (hows that there muft be another reft belief of the feventh day,, 
into which they ought to he felicitous ta enter*. 
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again. If they fhall enter 
6 into my reft. Seeing there¬ 
fore it remaineth that fome 
rauft enter therein, and 
they to whom it was fir ft 
preached, entred not in be- 
ycaufe of unbelief: Again, 
he limheth a certain day. 


wildemefs, laying, ‘They {hall not enter into 
my reft; which fhows that the reft of the fe- 
venth day is confident with another reft of 
God. Therefore becaufe (b) there was a pro- 
mife made that fome fiiould enter into God's 
reft ( c)y and they who had the glad tidings 
of it firft brought them, becaufe of their unbelief 
or difobedience, did not obtain it, [Therefore I 
fayj he again ( d) determines a certain day 

for 




NOTES. 

6 (b ) ETTtn ovV' Seeing therefore .] Interpreters feem to have mifs’d the connexion off 
thefe words, taking this verfe to contain one argument, and wr. 7. another, from whence the 
conclufion is drawn ver. 9. as though his difeourfe were thus order’d.* Seeirg therefore it- remain* 
that fome muft enter therein , and they to whom it was firft preached entred not in becaufe of unbe¬ 
lief and feeing he again Itmiteth a certain day y faying in David, 7 b day after fo long a time y as 
*tisfaid y Tb day if ye win hear his voice y harden not your hearts , there muft remain a reft for the 
people of God. But againft this account there Ue two objections. 1. That Tis doubtful whe^ 
ther «££ is ever ufed in this manner as a redditive to iUnding at a diftance from it: buc 
in this cafe I am apt to think he would have ufed ti inftead of irr*. a. Had he here ufed two 
difiind arguments, there fhould regularly have been a ^.prefixed to ^d\tv y ver. 7. as ’cis ufual 
in other places. I therefore choofe to conned ver . 6 , 7. together thus : <c Wherefore feeing,. 

or becaufe it remains that fome muft enter therein, &*c. ne again in the fame pfalm limit* 
* a certain day, Sfc. 1 ' And then the dg#, wbcrefcre y or fo then> ver. 9. will be free from all 
difficulty. 

(c) Arroheiirelcu Tty a f hai^ety % m dfjfiu. It remaineth that fome muft enter therein.'] 
The fenfe in which crur tranfktors took this is, tc It appears as a confequtnce cf what I have 
<c faid, or it is certain from the premifes,. that fome muft enter therein.” But it will not per¬ 
haps be eafy to find that the word ever has that fignification. Our UngH/h word 

remains fomerimes is a proper rendering of that Greek word but I doubt whether when we 
fby it remaineth , meaning that ft is a logical inference, it would be proper Greek , if we fhould 
exprefs it by &n>Ae»V* 7 a<* ’Tis evident that our author ufes the word in a different fenfe, ver . 9, 
There remaineth (or is’left) therefore a reft for the people of God: and as far as I can perceive, 
^roAtfTgtd-ct/, ver. 9. and Hct]ctAii' 7 rt&cu ver. 1. have exactly the fame fignification : nor will 
there be any difficulty in underftanding the word in this fenfe in the 6th verfe, only allowing, 
an eafy ellipfis to be fuppliedfrom ver. t. thus E TeiTy "ihro?ti tz] cu iTrayfiEiu thus \toih§£v 
\i$ df\\w. Seeing then a promife is left that fome pall enter therein . 

7(d) T\*hiv. Again.] This, as has been hinted, is not defign’d as a mere introduftion 
of a new c’tation, but it imports the-reiteration of fome what mentioned as done before, and the 
fenfe would, I think, be more clear and plain, were it rendred thus : “ He again limits or 
4r determines a certain day , ” that is, a day of reft is determined by him after that other reft 
before mentioned. Nothing feems more natural and plain than thefe two verfes thus under- 
flood, which ufed to appear very difficult and perplexed : ct Therefore becaufe there is a pro- 
tc mife left, that fome muft enter into God's reft, and they who had the firft glad tidings of it 
tc brought them, entred not in upon ihe account of their unbelief or difobedience, [therefore I 
c( fay, to fhow that was not the only or principal reft defignd] he again [after that reft was 
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for the feeking an entrance into reft, faying 
by David {e), 7 o day, after they had been 
fo long fettled in the land of Canaan (as ’tis 
faid) To day if yc will hear his voice, har¬ 
den not your hearts. For if JoJhua, who 
conduced them into the land of Canaan , had 
compleatly given them all that reft that was 
intended in the promife, God would not then 
afterward by ‘David have fpoken of another 
day. There does therefore remain another 
reft (/) for the people of God. For whoever 

is 


faying in David, To day, 
after fo long a time; as it 
is faid, To day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden, not 
your hearts. For if Jefus 8 
had given them reft, then 
would he not afterward 
have fpoken of another day. 
There remaineth therefore a 9 
reft to the people of God. 
For he that is entred into io 


NOTES. 

tc obtained, and the Jfraelites were fettled in Canaan] determines a certain day for the feeking 
<c an entrance into God s reft.” 

(e) ’Ep A clCIS'. In David.'] Or rather by David , as our tranflators have well rendered 
the fame preposition twice, Chap. i. i. And certainly there is great ftrength in our author’s 
reafoning. For it can’t be thought that God would by David call upon the Ifraelites then to 
take care to enter into his reft, if that reft only fignified the reft in Canaan , into which they 
had entred feveral ages before. Compare ver . 8. 

9 (f) A££ <T£€€ct]i<TiAQi. There remaineth therefore a reft.] However our au¬ 

thor has changed his term, yet <ret££ctjta'(j.bi muft evidently mean the fame thing here as v,a]cL- 
VTdLVpiSi and fo both are juftly rendred reft . And indeed orherwife his argument would be 
very faulty : for there would be fomewhat in the conclusion that was not in the premifes. The 
word is not properly Creek , but derived from the Hebrew rQUJ or from whence the 

Greek formed the word g<£€£v]w , Sabbath , and <ra,€€cLli£trtv to keep a fabbath y viz. as a day 
of holy and joyful reft. Hence a-etC£ailia-{xoi fignifics the keeping or celebrating fuch a joyful 
reft. The reafon why this word is here ufed feems to be, becaufe that it was familiar with 
the yews, to whom the epiftle is dire&cd, to {peak of the happinefs of good men in the other 
world, under the title of a fabbath , and to explain feveral paflages in the old teftament that 
mention the fabbath as prefiguring that happinefs. Nor will it be eafy to prove they were mi- 
ftaken in their apprehenlions. St. Paul very exprefiy reckons fabbaths among thofe things 
which were a ftsadow of things to eomc y Col. ii. 17. And the author of this epiftle often repre- 
fents the things that belong’d to the yews as patterns , figures , and Jhadows of heavenly things. 
He feems to have chofen this word fabbattfm upon the account cf what he had faid before 
concerning the feventh day’s being God’s reft, ver. 3, 4. Nor do I perceive any thing unrea- 
fonable in fuppofing that Canaan was a type or figure of a heavenly reft. This notion the 
yews had as Ainfworth {hows upon Gen. xii. 5. And to this purpofe does our author difcourle 
elfewhere, Chap.x i. io, 15, 16. And certainly the words of the pfalmift point at fuch a fu¬ 
ture and heavenly reft. For when he warns them from the example of their doom. So I f'ware 
in my wrath , they fball rot enter into my refi y *tis natural enough, to fuppofe him to imply, 
tc And in like manner God will fwear or refolve againft you, that you {hall never enter his 

reft, if you behave your fclves toward him as they did.” They violently ftrain the words 
of our author, who from this place would argue that chriftians are to obferve a weekly fab ¬ 
bath, there being really nothing at all faid of that matter in this place. 
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H E B R E W S. 

TEXT. T ARATHRASE 



Chap. 


his reft, he alfo hath ceafed 
from his own works, as 
11 God did from his. Let us 
labour therefore to enter 
into that reft, left any man 
fall after the fame example 
II of unbelief. For the word 
of God is quick, and pow- 


is entered into God's reft, hath himfelf ob¬ 
tained fuch a compleat and perfect reft as men 
cannot in this world. For he has wholly fi- 
nilhed, and therefore ceafed from his works, 
even as God when he had finifhed the creati¬ 
on ceafed from his works (g ). Let us therefore 
be careful to avoid every thing that would 
prevent, and to do whatever is neceflary to 
fecure our entrance into that heavenly reft, 
left any of us imitating their unbelief and dis¬ 
obedience, fhould intail the like heavy judg¬ 
ments of God upon our felves. This we 
may eafily do, for now as well as then the 
word of God is quick (/&) and power¬ 
ful 



12. 


NOT E S. 


10 C&) O V €4$ T \jjj Ktt\tL7reLV<nV ctl/TO, flfct fjof Ketl'l'7r&V<TZV W 7$f ett 

tePicav o 0 =©-. For he that is entered into his reft, he alfo hath ceafed from his 
works, as God did from his.] A very forced interpret at ion they give, who by he that is entered 
into his reft , underftand our blefled Saviour : for though the thing be true that he is entred into 
his reft, yet that is foreign to the fcope of this place. He does not once fpcak of any other’s 
entering into reft than of thofe who were in danger of milling it. So Chap. iii. 18, 19. To 
whom /ware he in his wrath that they (kould not enter into his reft, hut to them that believed not ? 
fo we fee they could not enter in becaufe of unbelief To fuch the promife of entring into his reft 
is left , Chap. iv. I. We believing enter into his reft, ver . 3. Compare alfo ver. 5, 6. This reft 
remains not for Chrift, but for the people of God, ver. 9. And a proof is brought hereof in 
this tenth verfe, For he [every good man] that is entred into GocCs ™ft> hath himfelf ceafed front 
his own works , as God did from his ; the meaning of which is, that every good man that ob¬ 
tains the heavenly ftate is freed from all labour; he then refts from his labours. Rev. xiv. 13, 
as God having finiftied the work of creation ceafed from working. And by this account he 
diftinguifhes the reft he fpeaks of from the two other refts which he fuppofes to be objected to* 
him; that this is compleat and perfeft as the others were not. There is therefore no need at 
all to imagine that he interpreted the pfalm as a prophecy particularly of the times of the Mefll- 
ah. ’Tis true indeed, that now he was come, and had actually oftcr’d this reft, it was only 
to be obtained by him, and there was the utrnoft danger in rejecting him: but what he goes 
upon is this, that in general an heavenly reft was prepared for good men after this life, which 
had been always the hope of fuch. Now into this reft no man could be faid to have entred till 
his work was over, which it never is while he continues here in the world. 

12, (h ) Zcyp 0 rii 0 *a. For the word of God is quick.] By the word of God fome 

underftand our Lord Jefus Chrift. Nor can there be any doubt that his power may be confi- 
der’d as a very proper motive to inforcc the caution and diligence before recommended. But. 
this fenfc does not appear very probable, partly becaufe this ufe of the expre/Hon feems to hava 
been peculiar to St. John among all the facred writers, however familiar it might be among, 
she %ewifi writers and partly and efpecially becaufe it feems net fb well to fUit with the- 
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ful (i ), and more fharp than any two edged 
fword \ k) y in fo much that it can effectually 

de- 


erful, and (harper than any 
two edged fword, piercing 


NOTES. 

difcourfe of our author in this place. I can’t find that in applying the words of the pfalm he 
gives the leaft hint, that it was a prophecy of Chrift ; all that he goes upon is the feverity of 
God’s vengeance, in fwearing they fhould not enter into his reft, which he fuppofes defign’d 
as a warning and threatning in all fncceeding ages. If therefore we interpret the •word of 
Cod from his foregoing difcourfe, it fhould fignify rather the word that was fpoken by God, 
and more efpeciaiiy his threatning in this cafe. A learned commentator imagines that this is 
a periphrafis of God himfelf, and illuftrates it from the flile of the Chaldee paraphraft, who of¬ 
ten puts the word of God for what in the original is only God, or the Lord. But certainly there 
is no great ftrain in fuppofine the word of God is faid to do that which God himfelf does accord¬ 
ing to his word. And it will appear upon going over the things here attributed to the word of 
God, that they are che lame with thofe we meet with ellewhere, or however not lo unlike to 
them, as that we fhould be hindred from underftanding the word of God in the fenfe before de¬ 
clared. Thus when the word of God is here faid to be quick or Jiving, the fame feems to be 
faid of it, i Pet . i. 23. Being born again not of corruptible feed , but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth a?id abideth for ever, I am fenfible this might be rendred who liveth and 
abideth for ever , meaning God whole the word is: but that rendring feems to be prevented by 
ver.i 5. But the word abideth for ever3 and this is the word which by thegofpel is preached unto 
you. This feems to prove that the aifertion at the 1 3d verfe was nor that God, but that the word 
of God abideth for ever, and confequently the other attribute of living which is there joined with 
abiding for ever, mull be underftood as belonging alio to the word of God. Compare Ifa» 
xl. 8. And thus as Chrift, when God fent him, fpake the words of God, John iii. 34. he fays of 
them. Chap . vi. 63. The words that IJpeak unto you, they are fpirity and they are life. 

(*) Keti Ivzfyns* And powerful. ] It is not unufual in lcripture to aferibe an efficacy 10 
the word of God. Thus 1 Theff.W. 1 3. When ye received the word of God which ye heard of us , 
ye received it not as the word of men , but ( as ’ tis in truth) the word of God, of Jwtou, 

which efkftually workerh alfo in you that believe . Or if it fhould be doubted whether the of, 
there fhould not be rendred who referring to God, rather than which relating to the word, 
that place 1 Cor . x. 4. will be more exprefs, The weapons of our warfare are not carnal [that is 
weak] but mighty through God to the pulling down of ftrong holds . Thus again, Jfa. lv. 11. My 
word that goeth out of my mouth pall not return unto me void, but it pall aecomplilh that which 
J pleafe, and it pall prolper in the thing whereto I fent it . 

(k) Ken TOjjLOuTi$@- 'zrafetiV yLAyjugyy <Ptro{JLQV. And fiarpet than any two edged fword .3 
We have the like companion Prov . v. 4. but that not being tiled concerning the word of God, 
is not fo much to our purpofe. The expreffion of Phocylides approaches nearer to that of our 
author, efpccially if we remember how applicable what he fays of reafon is to the word of God+ 
which always carries the higheft reafon with it, v. 1 17. 

OwXw to/ Aoy©- aty/el ToptUTSgfv fiihnfv* 

Reafon is a weapon that penetrates deeper into a man thanJt fword . 

The word of God is called the fword of the fpirit, Eph. vi. 17. And thus the word of Chrift 
ftems to be called a /harp two edged fword that proceeds out of bis mouthy Rev. i. 16. And he 
threatens, to fight againfifome with the fword of his mouth. Chap. ii. 16. I think we may here¬ 
with well compare Jfa , & 1 . 4. He [the Meftiah] pall finite the earth with the rod of his mouth* 
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Chap. IV- 


even to the dividing a fun¬ 
der of foul and fpirit, and 
of the joynts and marrow, 
ajid is a difeerner of the 


deftroy us, being able to reach fo far as to fe- 
parate and disjoin the fenfitive from the rati¬ 
onal foul, and thofe parts of the body which 
are moft firmly united ( / ), and it judges the 

thoughts 


NOTES. 


The LXX. render it T A ofa ra ^LfJLctJoc with the word of his mouth. And that in gene¬ 
ral feems to be the fenfe, though perhaps the palfage might better refemble thofe in the Revela¬ 
tions in cafe 13212 / were rendred dart inftead of rod 3 as ’tis, and very juflly, z Sam. xviii. 14. 
Compare z Theff. ii. 8. 

( / ) ±ux.wsfA*v@- pzejLGp* T£ ^5 'Gvdi( jlccJQ-j cLf/udfriri /^usA«W Piercing 

even to the dividing a funder of foul and fpirit , and of the joynts and marrow .] The meaning of 
both thefc expreflions in the general feenns to be this, that the word of God is able to bring 
death, whence fome have explained our author from the fevere judgments inflifted at St.Peters 
word, upon Ananias and Safphira y Afts v. If the foul and fpirit, or the joynts and marrow 
are feparated from one another, ’tis impolfible that life can remain. ’Tis farther to be obfer- 
ved, that our author in the former of thefe expreflions goes upon the notion which very much 
prevailed among the ancient philofcphcrs, and which many of the ancient chriftians did im- 
bracc, that man confided of three parts, a body, a fenfitive foul which he had in common 
with the brutes, and a rational fpirit. Thisdivilion is now acknowledged by lcvcral of our mo¬ 
dern philofophers, as it was undoubtedly by Sc. Paul 3 1 Theff. v. 2,3, Upon which Dr. Ham¬ 
mond and Dr. Whitby may be confuIced. 

One general remark upon the foregoing expreflions of this verfe has been purpofely omitted, 
but it fhali now be fubmitced to the reader’s judgment, whether it has any thing of weight or 
probability in it. Our author, as is evident, is before arguing from a tremendous judgment of 
God upon the ancient Ifraehtes y the anceflors of thofe to whom his epifile is direfted ; and in 
this verfe to prefs upon them that care and diligence he had been recommending, he fets before 
them the efficacy and virtue of the word of God, connefting this verfe with the former by a 
•y 6 y or for in the beginning of it: is it not natural then to fuppofe, that what he fays of the 
word of God may have a relation to fomewhat remarkable in that fore punifhment of which he 
had been lpeaking ? It may be obferved that the word of God y upon the account of the effect it 
has in punifhing the dilbbedienr, is fometimes compar’d to fire y Jerem. v. 14. Behold I will 
make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood y and it pall devour them . Chap, xxiii. 19, 
Is not my word like as a fire ? There is nothing more penetrating and irrefiftible chan fire : but 
efpecially is lightning of that nature which is called the fire of God y or from the Lord y &c. May 
not then our author in the account he here gives of the word of God, have a refpeft to that 
fore judgment of God, by which many of the carcafes of the Ifraehtes fell in the wildernefs \ 
Thus in the punifhment that was inflifted upon Nadab and Abihu y Lev. x. 1. ’tis faid, And there 
went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them y and they died before the herd. Nor can there 
be any doubt that this fire from ihe Lord was lightning, the effeft anfwering fo exactly thereto: 
for though it killed them it hurt not their coats, as appears by ver. 5. that they were carried 
in them out of the camp. Now this judgment was inflifted by or according to the word of 
God, ver. 3. Then MoCesfaid unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord fpake, faying , I will be fan- 
Bified in them that come nigh me y and in all the people I will be glorified. So again, Numb. xi. 
1 — 3. When the people complained it difpleafed the Lord y and his anger was kindled , and the fire 
of the Lord burnt among them and confumed them that were in the uttermoft parts of the 
camp. And the people cried unto Mofes, and when Mofes prayed unto the Lord y the fire was quench¬ 
ed* And he called the name of the place Taberah, becaufe the fire of the Lord burnt among them. 
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is. thoughts and intents of the heart (w). And 
there is no creature whatever that is not 
manifeft in his fight (»J: but every thing, 
without difguife, and juft as it is, lies open 
and obvious ( o ) to the eyes of that God 

with 


thoughts and intents of the 
heart. Neither is there any 13 
creature that is not mani¬ 
feft in his fight: but all 
things are naked, and open¬ 
ed unto the eyes of him 


NOTES. 


To this the pfalmift refers, Pfal, Ixxviii. 11. The Lord heard this and * was urotb y fo a fire was 
kindled againft Jacob, and anger alfo came up againft Ifrael. Thus again at the deftrudion of 
Korahy Dathan and Abiram, we read, 'Numb. xvi. 3 5. There came out a fire from the Lord , and 
confumed the two hundred and fifty men that burnt incenfe. Concerning this the pfalmift fays,. 
pfal . cvi. 18. ./I fire was kindled in their company , the flame burnt up the wicked, I need not 
fay much to {how how well this notion will fuit the feveral expreflions here ufed. If the 
word of God be here put to fignify this fevere judgment which is the effeft of it, it might well 
be faid to be quick or living , that term being applied in a great latitude to things that are 
aclive, and feem to have a Ipontaneous motion. Thus our Saviour {peaks of living water r 
John iv. 10. vii. 38. which is to be explained as an allufion to fpringing water y which is called 
living water in the Hebrew y Gen. xxvi. 19. And as nothing moves more fwifely, lo nothing is 
more powerful and irrefiftible than lightning, of which every age furnifhes : us with fad inftan- 
ces. ’Tis likewife Jbarper than any two edgedfword y as it does in the fhorteft moment we can 
imagine make its way through all obftacles, and pierces to what part God pleajGb, For it feem* 
to me that the two edged fword is here confider’d as piercing into the flefti by the point, which 
is facilitated by the two edges, rather than as hewing and cutting with the edge, for which 
one edge might perhaps ferve as well as two. Nor can any doubt that it often pierces to the 
dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, that it ftrikes men dead in an inftant. 

(w) K d.i aesJ/Kbc ivQvpt.ri<Tiair \vvoiuv tcctqJ'iais, And is a difeerner of the thoughts and in¬ 
tents cf the heart. - ] If what is faid in the latter end of the foregoing note be admitted, the 
fenfe may rather feem to be, that the word of God is a judge to ceofure and punifh the evil 
thoughts and intents of the heart. This brings the matter home to the exhortation with which 
he began, Chap. iii. 12,13. That they fhould beware left there was in any of them an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God, and left they fhould be hardned through the 
deceitfulnefs of fin. For under whatever dilguife they might conceal themielves, yet from fuch 
tremendous judgments as God executed upon their fathers they might learn to judge as Mofes 
did, Numb, xxxii. 2 3. if ye win not do fo y ye have finned againfl the Lord: and be fure your fin 
will find you out, 

13 ( n ) Neither is there any creature that is not manifeft in his fight,] They feem to be much 
miftaken, who judge this a ftrong argument to prove chat the word of God mentioned in the. 
verfe before, is to be underftood of the word that is properly a perfon, that is of Chrift. The 
his here may altogether as well relate to God y whofe the word (in the commoner fenfe) is faid 
to be. 

( 0 ) ndojet *5 yvpvd. xj r r{\^.yr\KKT^kvdi. AU things are naked and open.] The former of 
thefe two terms pretty well fecures us of the fenfe of the latter, which Hefychius explains by 
'BriQttvtfvuivd.y manifefted, *Tis agreed that the term is metaphorical, and taken from the fa- 
crifices, to which purpofe Chryfoftom fays, u ’Tis a metaphor from the skins that were pulled off 
a from the facrifices; for as when any one flays and flays their skin from the flefb, he lays 
“ open what is in the infide of them, and makes it vifible to cur eyes, f j all things are clear 
“ and plain to God.” Mr. Gataker , in Marc, Antonin . lib. xii. left. 2, thinks that here is an. 
allegory taken .from the cuftom of butchers,, or thofe who killed the facrifices, by whom the 
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with whom we have to do. with whom we are concern’d (P> 

NOTES. 

beafls to be offered were faid rgpXiiki£z&cu, not only when they were hung up by the neck 
and flayed, but when they were laid upon their back and cleaved afunder through the back 
bone, fo that every thing both without and within was laid open to view. 

( p) n^f op npiv o aov(§K With whom we have to do.'] Befide the fenfe given by our 
tranflators, and which is Followed by the paraphrafe, there are two others which expositors 
have offer’d. Cbryfeftom and feveral others think this to be the meaning, To whom we muft 
give an account . The Syr . feems anciently to have rendred the place in Kke manner, though 
at prefent it reads JOTr for To whom THET [all things] give an account , inftead of. 

To whom we give an account . The repetition of the fame letter in the end of the word might 
eafily occafion the dropping of one of them : nor can it be doubted whether it be a corruption 
fince no verfion or MS. countenances it. The other fenfe is Concerning whom we /peak, which 
feems efpoufed by the Vulg . Ad quern nobis fermo ; ©* CaJieUio , De quo loquimur. Oecumenius 
joins both thefe together. The reader may take his choice : the phrafe being fomewhat un- 
ufual which ever way it is rendred, makes it hard to be pofitive about it, our own tranflators 
feem to me to have fixed upon that fenfe that beft fuits the context. 
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Chap. IV. 


SECT. VI. 

CHAP. IV. 14. — V. 10. 
CONTENTS . 

O UR author having finished the digreflion which is contain¬ 
ed in the foregoing fedtion, here returns to the fubjedt he 
had been upon juft before, where he had begun to urge up¬ 
on the Hebrews , the duty which naturally refulted from the digni¬ 
ty and office of our blefled Saviour. This will be cleared in the 
notes. The duties he prefles are two, a ftedfaftnefs in their pro- 
felfion, and a diligent application to the throne of grace, to both 
which they had very great incouragement from the confideration 
of the priefthood of Chrift. Hence he takes occaflon to inlarge 
upon our Saviour’s priefthood, fetting forth the very great advan¬ 
tages which were peculiar to it, and rendred it far fuperior to the 
priefthood appointed under the law. 
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*4* T ET us therefore^ who are chriftians, and QEeing then that we have 14 

L h^ve fo great an high-priefl ( ? ) who PJStSt'12^ 
is afcended into the heavens 3 even Jefus the Jefus the Son of God, let 
Son of God, be careful to continue in our pro- us hold faft CHr P rofedlon * 

feifion 


NOTESl 

14 (4) Eyovrtt «V d^nfiet [/.'iyar. Seeing then nue have a great higb-friejl.j They 
feem to labour in vain who would underftand this verfe as connected with any part of the 
foregoing fettion, wherein nothing at all is faid of Chrift’s being an high-prieft, of his com¬ 
panion, It feems very evident that at Chap, iii. 1. he had begun to argue the duty of the 

Hebrews, with refpecl to Chrift, from what he had faid of him in the two firft chapters, and 
that his difcourfe being interrupted by the long but pertinent digreflion that ends with the 
13th verfe of this chapter, he here refumes what he had before begun, his expreflions bearing 
a manifeft relation to what he had faid in the two firft chapters, and the beginning of the 
third, as will eafily appear to the reader if he will attend to the comparing of them, in the 
following inftances, which fhall be let down in diftinft columns. 

Chap. iv. 14. He calls him an high-prieft. Chap , ii. 17* & iii. and 

Seeiug then we have a great high* the addition of the character great appears very juft,, 
prieft, when ’tis confider’d that he had proved him to be great¬ 

er than the angels. Chap . i. 4 — 14- and worthy of more. 
glory than Mo/es, Chap, iii, 3 — 6. 

Chap. i. 3. Having by himfelf purged our fins, he fat. 
down on the right hand of the majefty on high. 

Chap. i.. 1. God has, in thefe laft days fpoken to us by 
his- Son. Ch . iii. 6. Chrift is faithful as a Son over God** 
houfe. 

Becaufe, Ch iii. 1. Chrift Jefus is the apoftle and high- 
prieft of our profeffion: and ver. 6. we. can’t belong to.. 
God’s houfe, unlefs we hold faft our profeflion. 

Chap* if. 17* Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be*a 
merciful and faithful high-prieft, v.er. 18. Wherein he 
hath fuffored being tried, he is able ePvvanu to help 
them that are tried. 

Chap. ii. 17. It behoyed him in all things to be made 
like o/jioicoQiivcu to his brethren, ever. 18..He fuffered 
being tried. 

This is not exprefly mentioned before, but may be 
fuppofed included in his being faid to be faithful as a 
Son over God’s houfe: or if there be any difficulty about 
chat, it, may be.confider’d as an additional and very mar 
terial circumftance of our Saviour’s trials. 

In like manner the two firft verfcs of the next chapter deferve to be compared with Chap. ii. 
?7, 18. there being expreflions in each place which do much refembfe one another : but as they 
are there ufed by way of confirmation, rather than as a refumption of the grounds of his info- 
fence, they are here omitted* 

A 15 


that is pafted into the heavens, 

Jefus .the Son of God,, 

let us hold faft our profeflion^ 
dhap . iv. 15. 

For we have not an high-prieft that 
cannot /t/il <Puvet^vov be touched with,, 
a feeling pfour infirmities, 

but was in all points tried* like, as 
,we are, jtct0’ opoiortiTd, 

without fin. 
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Chap. TV 


15 For we have not an high 
prieft which cannot be 
touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; but was 
in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without fin. 
Let us therefore come bold¬ 
ly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, 


feflion of chriftianity, in fpight of all the per¬ 
fections and temptations to which it may ex- 
pofe us We might indeed well be difeou- i J. 
raged, if we had an high-prieft who was not 
much concern’d for us: but that is far from 
being our cafe, our high-prieft being one that 
can and will fympathize with us, he having 
been himfelf exereifed with the like trials as 
we are in all things, though not with the 
feme effect, they having never prevailed on 
him to commit the leaft fin (r). Let us not \6. 
therefore be difcouraged by the fenfe of our 
guilt, or the violence of the temptations 
wherewith we are aflaulted: but let us re¬ 
pair with freedom to the throne of God’s 
grace (i), that fo we may obtain God’s mer¬ 
cy. 


NOTES. 


(f) Xfi>£tV Without fin.'] One defign of his mentioning this circumftance, 

befide that exprefled in the paraphrale, ieems to be^ to fhow how vaftly preferable Chrift 
the high prieft of our profefiion is to the ancient high priefts, in as much as rhey were fub- 
jeftthcmfelves to fin, as he was nor. This rendered it neceflary for them to offer for their 
own fins, as well as the peoples, Chap, v. 3. whereas Chrift being free from fin, had no 
occafion to offer for himfelf; but only for the fins of the people. That this was very pro¬ 
per and expedient is declared, Chap . vii. 26. Such an high priefi became us, who is holy , harm.- 
lefsy undefiled, and feparate from finrters. And in like manner when another apoftie would 
fet forth the advantage Chrift has for the management of his advocacy, he rakes particular no¬ 
nce of this, 1 John ii. 1, 2, We have an advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrijl the righteous. 

It might be objefted, that the Aaronical high prieft’s confcioufnefs of his own guilt, might 
be apt the more to move his companion for the people: and therefore this might be con- 
fider’d as fome difadvantage to us in the priefthood of our Saviour. But that is well pre¬ 
vented, by taking notice that though he was without fin, yet he was not without fuch 
an experience of the trials we meet* - with, as would effeftually ingage hftn to exercife the. 
tendered compaftion toward us. 

16 CO b v 'TetppHcntff tw tjk yjLzQoe* Let us therefore- 

come boldly unto the throne of grace.] I fee no reafon with fome to fuppofo that this 
throne of grace is the Son’s and not the Father’s. Chrift is manifeftly here confider’d as an 
High prieft, and confequently as making himfelf application to God for us : and therefore 
it feems much more natural to fuppofe that God is upon this throne of grace, whether we 
are to come as fupplicants, and at which Chrift appears as a great high prieft in our behalf. 
This is agreeable to what we read Chap . ixi 24. Chrtfi is entred into heawn it felf, now to 
appear in the prefence of G:d for us. We may therefore come with freedom to this throne of 
grace, not becaufe ’tis Chrift’s, but becaufe he, as our compallionace high prieft, is there 
ready to act in our behalf This account is confirmed by the 3$ therefore here in the bsgin* 



HEBREWS. 




•PARATHRASE. 


TEXT. 


cy for the pardon of our fins ■(*)., and may aiid find grace to help m 
find favour with him in affording us feafon- {5 
able help to carry us through the temptati- mong men, is ordained for 
ons and trials with which we incounter (u). men ia things pttamrg to 

1, And this we may reafonably expeft, when 
we confider Chrift as difcharging the office 
of an high prieft. For every high prieft 
taken from among men (of) (provided he is 
rightfully taken, and has a due warrant for 
the office) is appointed to aft for men in 

things 

NOTES. 

ning of this verfe, which fllows this is an inference from what he had faid before. We may 
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, becaufeour high prieft is not one unconcerned in. 
our cafe, but having been himfelf cried as we are, is inclined to execute his office for our 
advantage when we come. The fame likcwife appears ffrom the $ fir , in the firft verfe 
of the next chapter. For every high prieft taken from among men y is ordained fir men in 
things pertaining to Cod , that he may offer both gifts and facriftces fir fins . The for here 
would be impertinent, and not at all connect the two verles, unlefs it were implied that 
Chrift is ordained for men in things pertaining to God (See Chap. ii. 17 ) and confequently 
-our incouragement to come boldly to the throne of grace, is grounded not upon its being his 
own, but his being appointed by God to att as an high prieft for us in things pertaining to 
Cody at this throne of grace, which therefore muft be his. 

(0 I vet K&Ccofjfip 'ihiov. That we may obtain mercy.'] One might be inclined, upon read¬ 
ing this verfe with the preceding, to imagine that this obtaining mercy is the the fame with 
the finding grace y and that they both relate to the help in time of need . But upon farther 
comparing what he adds, ver . 1, 3. of the next chapter, it feetns more realbnable to al¬ 
low that this obtaining mercy refers to the pardon of fins, in order to the procuring where¬ 
of he offered himfelf. 

(«) K eti yd-tiv tvitueyv -And find grace to help in time of need.] 

Although the rule here given is never, in any cafe, improper to be obferved, yet the fcope 
of the writer fhows at what he here more efpccially aims. He confiders the Hebrews as 
rompaffed with infirmity, and as violently tempted by perfecution to apoftatize from their holy 
v profeftion, in which circumftances help was moft necelfary and feafonable for them. Hence 
he incourages them to come freely to the throne of grace for it ; and to expeft it through this 
great high prieft, as the effeft of grace and favour, and not of their own defert. 

1 (w ) ££ tLvSqcdircdv KeL{/.C&vbuLev@-* For every high prieft taken from 

among men.] However, ver. 4, and the fcope of the epiftle may fuggeft to us that a 
principal regard is here had to the high priefts of the houfe of Aaron, yet the expreffion is fo 
general, that it may well comprehend any others that were not ef that order, fuch as Mel- 
chizedec, and perhaps Noah, fob, and others. Farther, thefe high priefts, who are laid to be 
taken from among men y are thereby diftinguifhed from our great high prieft Jefus Chrift. They 
were mere men, but Chrift, though he was man, was much more, being the Son of God. 
This interpretation is confirmed by comparing the place with Chap , vii. 28. For the Jaw ma¬ 
ke tb MEN high priefts which have infirmity ; but the word of the oath , which was fince the 
iawy maketh the SON, who is confecratedfor evermore . Compare alfo Exod. xxviii. 1, 

w 
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God, that he may offer both 
gifts and Sacrifices for fins: 
z Who cau have compalfion 
on the ignorant, and on 
them that are out of the 
way; for that he himfelf 
alfo is compafled with in- 
3 firmitv : And by reafon 
hereof he ought, as for the 
people, io alfo for himfelf 


things pertaining to God (x), that he may 
offer both gifts and facrifices for fins. Who 
can be moderate (y) toward thofe who are 
guilty of fins of ignorance and not of wil- 
nilnefs (z), fince he himfelf is of the fame 
frailty with them, and liable to be guilty of 
the like miftakes. And every fuch high- 
prieft taken from among men, ought upon 
the account of this his own infirmity, to offer 
gifts and facrifices, not only for the people, 

but 


NOTE S. 

(x) T Tif KetSlrctlcu Ta t ©sok. Is ordained for men in things pertain¬ 
ing to There is another fcnfe be fide that of ordained , in which the word x.oL$ircL- 

^eu may be taken, as it is in this place by CajieUio , who renders the words thm, Pro homi- 
nibus praeji rebus divinis , 1 Manages divine things for men.” But our own tTanflation is 
here prefer'd as more agreeable to Chap. viii. 3. where he is upon the fame argument. Every 
high priejl is ordained to offer gifts and facrijkes , where CajieUio renders xctddrctjo* conjli -- 
tuitur is appointed. 

1 (y) Mzletoiradtiv cftW/zep©-* Who can have compajjion .] Our marginal reading cornea 
nearer to the fenfeofthe word here ufed. Who can reafonably bear with them that are igno¬ 
rant, &c. The word is derived from the ufe that the Platonifts, and Peripatetics made of it, in> 
declaring the opinion they held in oppofition to that of the Stoics. The latter earneftly contend¬ 
ed that a wile man was d'Tret^nf not fubjeft to anger, fear, pity, and the like attentions : but 
the Platonifts and Peripatetics on the contrary held, TJy <ro$ov pzle.io 7 rcL$n fxir £va.i y d'raLdn 
j bx. £vcu, tc That a wife man is moderate in thefe affections, but not deftitute of them.” Ac¬ 
cordingly Budaus explains this, and renders ^{je.to7rctd-^r modice ajfci . So that the lenle is,, 
that however thofe high priefts might be offended and difplcafed with fuch as were ignorant 
and out of the w*ay, yet they had reafon to m: derate their anger, and not be rigorous toward 
them, confidci ing their own circumftances, that they (as it follows) were themlelves coin- 
palfed abcuc with infirmity. 

( z ) T dit dyvotvi x.) r 7 rK<tvcoyLivoif. On the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way .3 
There hardly feems to be fufficient ground for the interpretation that is by many given of 
thefe words, as though they delcribed two forts of perfons. 1 mulerftand the words rather 
as v&d wnh z commoji Mendiades, and that the meaning is, Thofe who err (that is fin) 
thro'- ignorance. And this feems to be the fenlb of the words and PUUJ which arc there¬ 
fore rendrcd in the LXX. tranfiationby dyvo^.v : and confidering that the dilcourfe is here 
concerning the high priefts who were to make atonement for thefe fins of ignorance, th& in¬ 
terpretation of the place is rather to be fetched from what is faid in the law concerning that: 
matter, than from any other palfage which has no relation to it. This is the cafe, Pfal. xcv, 
cited before Hek* iii- 10. They do a/way err in their l cart, and they have not known my ways. 
And indeed the fins there fpoken of arc not fins of ignorance, but w’ilfulnefs ; and it was ve¬ 
ry improper fo^ our author to fpeakofthe high priefts as bearing with, or having companion 
on thole who were guilty of fuch, they being order'd by God to be cut off, and the/' 
died without mercy. Chap. 28. And indeed thefe two words here ufed, : Icemonly to anfwer* 
to that one in the Hebrew. 
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but alfo for himfclf (a). Nor can any man 
atfurne a right to the honour of this office, or 
with any fucccfs execute it, but he, who is 
by God called to it as Aaron was (b). 
In like manner alfo Chrift did not arrogate to 
bimfelf the honour of being an high prieft, 
but this was bellowed upon him by God, 
who, Tfal. ii. 7. fpake thus unto him. 
Thou art my Sou, this day have I begotten 
thee (e). As he faith, alfo in another place, 
p/a/, cx. 4. Thou art a prieft for ever after 
the order of Melchizedec (d). Who before 

he 


to offer for fins. And no 4 
man taketh this honour un¬ 
to himfelf, but he that is 
called of God, as was 
Aaron : So alio, Chrift'glo- ^ 
rified not himfclf, to be 
made an high prieft ; but 
hethatfaid unto him. Thou 
art my Son, to day have I 
begotten thee. As he faith 6 
al/o in another place y Thou 
art a prieft for ever after 
the order of Melchifedec. 
Who in the days of his 7 


NOTES. 

3 ( a ) n tel ictvTv T&<r<pifav vyrtf elfiet^Titov* Rot bimfelf to offer forJins .] This being fpoken 
only of the high priefts taken from among men, in contradiftinttion to the high prieft of our 
profeffion, and it being fb exprefly required that thehigh priefts under the law fhould offer for 
themfelves as well as the people. Lev. xvi. 6, 17. ’tis very unreasonable to aflert from this 
text that Chrift offer’d for his own fins, or infirmities. But of this more will be faid on Chap • 
vii. 17. 

4 (£) God not being obliged to accept of every one who fhall of his own head take upon 
Him to offer gifts and facrificcs for himfelf or others, the honour of this great office, however 
it may be prefumptuoufly invaded and afl'umed, cannot rightfully belong to any perfon but to 
Kim who has received a commiflion and authority from God himfelf for it; nor can there be 
any reafonable expeftation of any advantage from what he does in the office, while he is not 
called of God to execute it. 

5 (c) See upon Chap. i. 5. note (w). 

5,6 (<0 By thefe two verfes the priefthood of Chrift appears plainly to bear date after 
his refttrreftion ; which is very contrary to the opinion which has been commonly re¬ 
ceived, that he was a prieft, and a&ed as fuch, in his death. The common opinion muft be 
owned to have fome plaufible arguments to fupport it : and therefore I would not be un- 
derftood to be very pofitive in afferting the other, which at prefent feems to me to be pre¬ 
ferable. I fhall indeavour to fee before the reader the beft account I can of this matter, 
from the holy feriptures, and more efpecially from this epiftle. And, 

1. I can’t find that any where in the feriptures, Chrift is exprefly faid to be a prieft in 
his death, or in his laying down his life* 

2. There feem to be many things delivered in the feriptures, which are utterly incon- 

fifient with the opinion of his being a prieft in his death* As (1.) The commencement of 
his priefthood is perpetually through this epiftle reckon’d to be at his refurreftion, and going 
into heaven. So Chap. iv. 14. vi. 10. vii.23,26. viii. 1, ix. 11, 12. x. 10—11,19—21. 

( 2.) Our author exprefly fays, Chap. viii. 4. If he were on earthy he Jbould not be a priejly fee¬ 
ing that there are priefls who offer gifts according to the law . Now if this reaioning be va¬ 
lid, it will equally prove that Chrift while he was here on earth, that is, before his refur- 
reftion, was not a prieft, feeing there were then priefts who offered gifts according to the 
law* ( 3 .) Had he been properly a prieft in his death, he muft have been a prieft after the 

order 
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fleih, when he had offered he was conftituted fuch an high-prieft, even 

while he dwelt here on earth in flefli ( e ), 

fliowed 

NOTES. 


order of Aaron. He fpeaks only of two orders, that of Melchizedec , and that of Aaron ; the 
former of which without difpute bore not date till after his refurre&ion; and therefore if he 
were a prieft before, his priefthood muft have been of the order of Aaron. But this feems ve¬ 
ry inconliftent with many things in this epiftle, For he then muft have been made a prieft af¬ 
ter the law of a carnal commandment, as the Aaronual priefts were, which is abfolutely deni¬ 
ed, Chap. vii. 16. He muft then have been of the tribe of Levi, and of the family of Aaron r 
whereas our Lord was of the tribe of Judah, Chap, vii* 13,14. And befides it is exprdly 
laid, that he was not called after the order of Aaron. And had he been a prieft of that order, 
there would be no room for a change to be made in the priefthood, which yet is afierced. 
Chap. vii. n. the confluence of which is a change in the law. 

3. The proper offering which Chrift as an high-prieft made of himfelf, feems to be fpoken 
of as only made in heaven. The attentive reading of Chap. viii. 1 — 4. will hardly fuller us 
to doubt of this. We have fuch an higb-priefi y who is fet on the right hand of the throne of the 
majejly in the heavens \ a minifter of the fanHuary^ and of the true [that is the heavenly , in op- 
pofition to the earthly'] tabernacle which the Lord pitched , and not man . For every high-priejl is 
ordained to offer gifts and facrtjtces : wherefore *tis of necejjity that this man have fomewhat alj'o 
to offer [viz. now that he is an high-prieft in heaven, as the next words evidence] for if be 
were on earth he Jbould not be a priefi, &c. 

4. The conference of this is, that properly fpeaking there was no one at all who officiated 
as a prieft in the death of Chrift. 

But, •). It muft be owned that the death of Chrift is fometimes fpoken of as a facrifice, 
which, it may be pleaded, fuppofes the agency of a prieft to offer it. Now it feems to me, 
according to what has been already advanced, that Chrift is reprefented in his death as a facri¬ 
fice, not fo much upon the account of what his offering was at the time when on earth he 
made it, as upon the account of what it was intended to be, and actually became, when he 
prefenced it to God in heaven. Under the law, the beaft that was brought for an offering 
did not become a facrifice immediately upon its being (lain, but upon its being offered to God 
by the prieft. In like manner, when our Saviour died, he brought his offering, then giving 
himfelf to die for our fins, and by his death he was qualified for the office of an high-prieft, 
as by this means he had fomewhat to offer ; but till as a prieft he prefented this his offering to 
God, it feems not to have had the proper and intire nature of a facrifice. This may perhaps 
receive fome illuftration from what we meet with in the law; according to which in fome ca¬ 
fes the perfon who brought the offering might himfelf kill it, though he were no prieft at all, 
but in order to its being accepted as a facrifice, it was neceflary that the prieft fhould after¬ 
wards prefent it to God: and thus Chrift may be confider’d in laying down his life, in giving 
himfelf, &c. not to have afted as a prieft, which character he did not then fuftain, but only 
to have then brought his offering, which became a proper facrifice when he himfelf, being 
conftituted an high-prieft, prefented it to God. This appears to me the fcripture notion; 
wherein if I am miflaken, I fhould be glad to he fet right. I affure the reader, I have no in¬ 
tention to depreciate the virtue ofChrift’s death, my notion in the upftiot aferibing as much 
to it, as theirs who earneftly contend that he ailed the part of a priell in dying. If I herein 
err, I do it not wilfully, and defire to be thankful that I have fuch an high-prieft as will bear 
with the ignorant, and thofc who are out of the way. 

7 ( e) Oi iv t nftt&iis ^ <rcL$Kli dv}*. Who in the days of his fie/bi] There can be no 
doubt that by the days of his j Hep is meant the time while our Saviour was on earth, he being 
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fliowed that he was tried like as we are, by u p P ra .y«« and fu PP llcatI - 

his being fubjefl: to fuch fear as caufed him to te n ar»runto r °hm> e 7h"t 6 w« 
offer prayers and fupplications to God, who able to fm him from death,. 

was able to Have him from death, and offered 
them with great trouble and concern, which 
appeared by the vehement crying and tears 
that were joined with them (/), and was 

heard 


NOTES. 

then madeftefl, in order to his dwelling among us y John i. 14. The vaft alteration that is 
made now in his body in his exalted flare renders it improper to fpeak of it now as being flefh. 
,We arc allured by St. Pauly 1 Cor. xv. ^o. that flefh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
Cod . A change is neceflary to be made in our bodies to qualify us for the heavenly ftate : and 
fince this change is that our bodies may bz fafiioned like to his glorious body , Phil. in. ri. it fol¬ 
lows that the change made in him muft be as great, and that his flefh no more than ours in its 
prefent ftate does inherit the kingdom of God. Compare 1 Pet. iv. 1, 1. This therefore muft 
be underftood as oppofed to the condition in which Chrift now is, as an high-prieft after the 
order of Melcbizedecy of which mention is made juft before. This feems fufficient to juftify the 
paraphrafe. 

There is yet another thing which may deferve our confideration, and that is, how thefe 
verfes come in,, and are connected with the foregoing difeourfe ; a juft account of which per¬ 
haps has not been given by any commentators, who endeavour to connect them only with 
fbmewhat that is faid in this chapter. But the connexion may poflibly appear much more na¬ 
tural and eafy, if we go a little farther back to the two laft verfes of Chap iv. where the 
Hebrews are urged from the consideration of Chrift’s being touched with a feeling of our infir¬ 
mities, and his being tried in all points as we are,, but without fin, they are urged 1 fay to 
come boldly to the throne of grace. What follows in the fix firft verfes of this 5 th chapter is 
an incidental paflage, wherein he compares Chrift with other high priefts, fhewing that they 
were appointed to their office as perfbns who might reafbnably upon the account of their own 
infirmities be thus qualified for the office. Ndw unlefs I am much miftaken, he here in the 
place before us returns more exprefly to his fubjeft, and gives a particular inftance of Chrift’s. 
being tried as we are, and fb ftiows that it might well "be thought that he is touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, and is therefore well qualified in this relptft for difeharging the office 
of an high prieft. This account may feem to be juftified by oblerving that he had afferted the 
fame thing, Chap. ii. 17, 18. and though he prefently after drops it in his long digreffion, yet 
he prefently after that returns to it again. Chap . iv. 14— 16. which fhows he was fb far from 
forgetting it, that he had it much upon his mind. Farther, the careful reading of this 7th 
verfe with the three which follow it, and the comparing chap . viii. 1. may confirm this ac¬ 
count of the order of his difeourfe. 

> Farther, confidering the accounts given in the new teftament of his death, as that he gave 
his flejb for the life of the world, yohn vi. and was put to death in the fiefby 1 Pet. iv. this 
phrafe, the days of his fiejb, may be thought to fignify the time of his weak and mortal .ftate. 

^(/) Ae lurea Tt ixsinefetj ©e/f <Pwetp*vov ett/T* cm dAi'drxy pi]& K^avyrif 

/ctfcf vuv When he had offered up prayers and fupplications , with firong cry¬ 

ing and tearsytinto him that was able to fave him from death .] The fame two words are joined to¬ 
gether by Jfocrates in his orationD* pace y near the end. Ep’ np*< ATraflif ot Mt'ora kakvs 
voL^oflu hii ticidf dW Wit pivot, l J All that are afraid, 

i c and 
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and was heard, in that he 
8 feared ; Though he were 


heard in that he feared (g). However he 
flood in the relation of a fon, yet he became 

through- 


NO T E S. 



c< and that are injured will flee to us, and make many fupplicacions and prayers to us.” That 
Chrift offer'd up prayers and Applications to God while he was here in the flefh, and that 
with great concern, is evident from the account which the gofpels give of his behaviour toward 
the latter end of his life, particularly in his agony in the garden, and when upon the crofi: 
but whatever is wanting in the gofpels concerning his ftrong crying and tears, may ealily be 
Applied from the clear prophecies of the old teltament, particularly. P/a/, xxii. 1, 1. xviii* 

4—6. CXVU I—4. 

( g ) K ait hectKxf $vKct€&cti* And was heard in that he feared,'] This I have 
left in the paraphrafe juft as I found it in our tranflation, becaufe to fey the truth I am very 
doubtful about the true meaning. The fenfe which our rendering gives it is received by ma¬ 
ny \ but it may be queftion’d very much, whether if the original will bear it, it be agreeable 
to truth. For if his being heard fignifies, as they fuppofe, his being anfwer'd, and fo deli¬ 
ver'd from the evil he feared, it muff denote that he was feved from death, that being plain¬ 
ly the evil feared, according to what is feid jufr before : but from this he was not delivered, 
as appears by his aftually dying upon the crofe. Our margin furnifhes us with another ren- 
dring: And was heard for his piety . This fenfe fuits well enough the ufe of the word 
Ceict elfewhere; as Chap. xii. xB. And had the prepofition been \z$jp inftead of W, there 
would have been little room to except againft this interpretation. But the paflages produced to 
juftify this fenfe of the word as referring to the meritorious caufe, however it does fre¬ 
quently denote the efficient, as in thefe places, Matth. xiv. z6. They cried out for fear y )ko t5 
poCa. xviii, 7. Wo be to the world becaufe of offences , W ckclv^a^cov. Matth. xiii. 44. 
xxviii. 4. Luke xxii. 45. xxiv. 41. do hardly come home to the purpofe for which 
they are brought. The Syriac takes quite another courfe (which fhows how anciently 
the difficulty of the place was perceived) and joins W ivK&Cei&s with the next verfe 
thus : And was heard . And though he were a Son, yet by fear and the fufferings he underwent 
he learn d obedience . Such trajeftions are never to be allowed, but upon the utmoft neceflity. 
And this has not the leaft countenance from any one Greek copy, there being none that inferts 
any copulative between fear, and the things he fufferd 3 and yet there ought regularly to be one 
in cafe that were the fenfe here intended. 

In a matter fb very obfeure as this is, I hope I may without offence propofe my own conje¬ 
cture; nor will I pretend to beflow a better name than that upon what I have to offer. Our 
author then, according to what has been fuggefted a little before, note (e) feems to be here 
treating of the afflicted ftate of our Lord here in the world, wherein he had experience of our 
difficulties and trials, in order to his being the better qualified to commiferate and help us un¬ 
der ours. This is likewife evident from what follows, ver. 8. Now this claufe, which ever 
way it be rendred, feems to me wholly foreign to that defign : for to be heard in that he fear- 
ed y or to be heard for his piety , or reverence of God, was no fufteringor trial at all. I would 
therefore confidcr this as an incidental paflage brought in not as fubferving his main fubjeCt, 
but only as guarding againft an objection which might be made againft what he had feid in. 
the former part of this 7th verfe. And fo I would in fenfe join all the reft of this verfe with 
wr. 8. and confider this as a parenthefis, the defign of which is not properly to (how that he 
was tried like as we are, but to prevent any one's fufpefting that fuch prayers and Applicati¬ 
ons as Chrift's, joined with ftrong crying and tears fhould be unanfwer'd { and therefore he 
here aflerts that they were heard and anfwer’d, and as I apprehend his meaning, they were an- 
fwer'd quickly after his fear, that is, though he was not faved from death by not being fuf- 
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throughly acquainted with the difficulty of our 
obedience by the things which he himfelf fuf- 
fered in his obedience to God in his death (b ). 
And being thus perfectly qualified to execute 
the office of an high-prieft ( i he became the 

author of eternal falvation and happinefs ( k ) 

to 


a Son, yet learned he obe¬ 
dience by the things which 
he fuffered: And being { 
made perfeft, he became 
the author of eternal falva- 

4 . . 


NOTES. 

Ter’d to die, yet he was prefently after [the thing he feared befel him, recovered from death, 
and fo his prayers appeared to be heard and anfwer’d. This ufe of the prepofition W, as re¬ 
ferring to time, is frequent in the new teftament and all other authors, fo that there is no need- 
to produce any examples of it. The fenfe now will run thus: u Chrift in. the days of his 
€C flefh, when he had offered up prayers and fupplications with ftrong crying and tears to him 
tc who was able to fave him from death (and was heard and anfwer’d foon after the thing he 
cc feared befel him, being quickly recover’d from death) though he were a Son yet learned 
cc he obedience by the things he fuffer’d, Let the reader confider with himfelf whether 

this does not give a better account of the order and connexion of our author’s difeourfe than 
either of the other interpretations. 

8 ( b ) Though he were a Son y yet learned he obedience by the things which he /offer'd.'] It 
feem#very improper that our author lhould fpeak of Chrift’s learning to obey by his fufferings, 
as though he had been unaccuftomed to obedience before his fufferings. This therefore muft be 
underftood agreeably to the fcope of his difeourfe, wherein he is defigning to fhow that he ac¬ 
quired a fympathy with us, and lo was well qualified to be a high-prieft for us. If we look 
back to Chap . iv. 14, 15. we find there he fpeaks of our high-prieft as the Son of God, who 
could be touched with a feeling of our infirmities, being tried in all things like as we are, but 
without Jin . Thi3 made a valt difference between him and the priefts under the law, who 
might be moved to a companion toward their brethren by confidering their own finful infirmi¬ 
ties, chap. v. 2, 3. Now Chrift not being capable of being moved to compaflion by this, being 
himfelf always perfectly free from fin, he here feems to me to fugged that he was yet as effe¬ 
ctually moved to it another way, even by his own fufferings in the courfe of his obedience, 
and efpeeially when he became obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs. The fenfe 
of the place therefore I take to be this, cc That by his fufferings he learnt how difficult obedi- 
fc ence was, and by this means was as effectually ingaged to pity and fliccour us, as the high- 
<( priefts of old were to pity and aft in the behalf of the people, from the experience they had 
V of their own infirmity and guilt. 

9(0 Ksu And being made perfeff.] There appears not any neceflity of un- 

derftanding any more by this expreffion, than that he was intirely freed from all his fufferings, 
or perfectly qualified to be an high-prieft. They who fuppofe his death to be a confecrating 
him to this office, feem to do it without fufficient wan ant, it more properly belonging to his 
refurreftion. ’Tis true Chrift fpeaks of his fanftifying himfelf, Jtohn xvii. ip. which feems 
rightly to be explained of his feparating or yielding himfelf as an offering to God in his death: 
but that feems not much to our purpofe, being his own aft, whereas herein, as appears by the 
expreflion, he was paflivc ; and had he been otherwiie, it would not have been true that he 
glorified not himfelf to be made an high-prieft; but he that laid to him. Thou art my Sonj&V. 
/ vev. ^. 

( £ ) Af]/G$ ffo'ims.tetf dtaptu. The author of eternal falvation*] Nothing can be jufter than 
this rendring. Vain is the criticifin of tljofc who would here render *///«>$ the guilty author , 

1 as 
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Chap, V. 

PARAPHRASE. v<vv 

tion unto all them that to all them that obey him, being fpoken to by i o. ' 
i° obey him ^ Called of clod God himfelf under the title of an high-prieft 

der of Melchizedec. the ° f (/), a ^ tcr the order of Melchizedec. 

NOTES. 

as though herein a refpe£t were had to his bearing our fins in his death; whereas nothing b 
more common than for it to fignify barely the being the caufe of a thing without any refpett to 
guilt at all. ’Tis hardly worth while in fo plain a cafe to allege examples, however as one 
happens particularly to offer it felf, 1 will juft refer the reader to it, Mlian. Var. Hift. lib. xiii. 
c. 11. Nor can I fee how they can explain this verfe, who imagine the word ca/Irteid, falva- 
tion, never in the new teftament fignifies the happinefs of the future ftate. 

io (/) n &<ra.yo$ivB&t \issb Tit ©sk Af;)(/s?suV. CaUed of God anbigh-priefi,'] Our EngJip 
Verfion is the fame here as ’tis ver. 4. He that is called of God as was Aaron: but in the Greek 
the phrafes differ, and O xetAsji/em veto fit ©sS, ver. 4. plainly fignifies that he was inverted 
with or commiffioned to this office : whereas this is not the import of the word <B&{ra.yo$zv“ 

0 ek here, but it barely imports that he was by God called, that is namedy filled, or fpoken to 
under this title of a prieft; though this necefiarily implies that he muft have been invefted in 
the office. 


SECT. VII. 

CHAP. V. 1 i.-—VI. 10; 

CO NT ENTS. 

T H E mention made of Chrift’s being a prieft after the order 
of Melchizedec , ver. 6 , i o. naturally led to the faying 
fomewhat concerning that perfon and his order of priefthood. 
This our author intended, ana he accordingly has done it, Chap. vii. 
But before he comes to that part of his difeourfe he makes a large 
digreflion which fills lip this fed ion ; at the end of which he brings 
in again the mention of Chrift’s being made an high-prieft for ever 
after the order of Melchizedec , Chap. vi. 20. and fo both handfom- 
ly concludes his digreflion, and introduces the account he gives of 
Melchizedec in the next chapter. 

The defign of this digreflion feems to be, 

3. To reprove the Hebrews for their not attending to, and not 
better nnderftanding the things fpoken of in the old teftament. His 

reproof 


9 + HEBREWS. 

chop. v. reproof being brought in upon theoccalion of their not underftand- 
ing the things fpoken concerning Melcbizedec , does in a manner fix 
this to be the ground of the reproof, and fo may ferve in fome mea- 
fure as a key to a good part of his difeourfe. This is very perti¬ 
nent to the grand aim of the epiftle: for a thorough acquaintance 
with the old teftament would have been very ufeFul to eftablilh 
them in their adherence to Chrift. , 

2. Another defign of this digrelfion feems to be to warn the He¬ 
brews of that to which they were very prone, to dote upon the le¬ 
gal inftitutions, by reafon of which they were apt to be indifferent 
to Chrift, and to quit their hope in him, and the profeifion of his 
religion. For this caufe he fets before them their danger in the 
moft lively and moving terms. 

3. He however qualifies his reproof, by the commendation he 
gives of fbme of them for their paft behaviour, for which he incour 
rages them to expert a reward from God. But, 

4. He wiflies the fame might be more general j and that they 
would all of them guard againft negligence and floth, and prefs af¬ 
ter perfection, imitating the faith and patience of other good men, 
and particularly of Abraham , for whom they had the higheft ve¬ 
neration, and whofe example was therefore likely to have the great- 
eft effect upon them. 


P ARAPHRASE. 

C oncerning which Meichizedec (m ) we 
fliall have occafion for a large difeourfe, 
which yet it will not be eafy for you to un- 

derftand 

NOTES. 

11 ( w ) The! i. Of whom."] Had this been meant of Chrift, the expreflion might be 
thought ftrange. It could be no wonder he Ihould have much to fay of him, the author of our 
religion, and to whom every thing he had to lay bore a reference, and of whom he had already 
faid fo much in the former part of the epiftle. There feems therefore no room to underftand 
this of any other than Melcbizedec, of whom there needed many things to be laid in order to 
explain his priefthood, which was a pattern of that of our Saviour. And there being lb very 
little faid of him or his priefthood in the old teftament, there was the more likelihood of the 
matter s being obfeure, and needing many words to explain it j and accordingly he ules many 
when he comes to treat of it, Clbap. Vile 
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O F whom we have ma-11 
ny things to fay, and 
hard to be uttered; feeing ye 
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are dull of hearing. For 
when for the time ye ought 
to be teachers, ye have need 
that one teach you again 
which be the firft principles 
of the oracles of Cod; and 


derftand («) ; feeing you are flow in per¬ 
ceiving fuch things. For whereas according 12 
to the time of your having had the advantage 
of being in the church of God, ye ought to be 
mafters and inftruftors of others ( 0 ), you 
have need to begin all your learning again, 
and that fome body fhoula teach you the ele¬ 
ments of the firft oracles of God (p ), and are 

fa 


NOTES. 


( n ) K tti JWs? nivivlrt A iy&v* And hard to be uttered .] The phrafe is fomewhat unufu- 
a]: but Grotius appears beft to account for it 3 by fuppofing A ly&v to be put for cv tco Kiy&v, 
and fo the fenfe will be, “ That when what we have to fay is uttered, it will not be eafy to 
** be underllood.” This is taken by many to be a good argument that St. Paul was the author 
of this epiftle, thefe being fome of the JWroifl*, things hard to be underfiood, which St. Peter 
fays were to be met with in his epiftles, 2, Pet . iii. 16. However the difficulty is not fo much 
attributed to the things themfelves as to the want of attention, as appears by comparing the 
two places together. 

! z ( 0 ) K a.) $ otptiKovjif Vp MaffKcLtot JW TT X& vov ' For when for the time ye ought to 
be teachers.'] Of what they might reafonably have been expefted to be teachers, we may lee 
by the following part of the verfe, •viz.* the frft principles of the oracles of God* What thefe 
were will be prefently confider’d. If thefe fhall appear to be rightly explained, there can be 
no juft exception againft his faying that this might be expefted from them. For the epiftle be¬ 
ing directed, not to the Gentiles , who were but lately come to be acquainted with the ancient 
oracles of God, or the old teftament, but to the Hebrews, who from their infancy had been 
brought up in the knowledge of them, a greater proficiency might well be expefted from 
them, than from the Gentiles.~ 

(P ) X\cL\tV Officii’ «*«7« ™ cf tS'cLiDLOiV VfJL&S riva. Ttf ro/V«cC f &fX** ^oyiwv TO 0rB. 
Te have need that one teach you again which be the firft principles of the oracles of God.] It may 
perhaps be more agreeable to take the rivet here for the acculative cafe lingular, than for the 
nominative plural ; and then the proper rendring would be, Tou have again need that fome one 
ficuld teach you the firft principles [or elements] of the oracles of God. By the oracles of God we are 
to underftand the revelation which God made of himfelf and his will by miraculous voices, 
angelical meffengers, and efpecially by infpiring the prophets in their writings. See A&s 
vii. 38. Rom. iii. z. The cLfX** ^ may fignify the beginning of the oracles, or the frft 

oracles, and fo be put to contradiftinguifh the oracles deliver'd under the old difpenfation, to 
thofe afforded under the new. So the beginning of the confdence, Chap. iii. 14. may be the 
fame as our frft confdence* Our tranftation fuppofes here an Hendiades, making rd roix&aL 
$ d?x*t t0 equivalent to rd azfuTa. a. And thus Theoptylatl explains this expreflion, 

as he does the other, Chap* vi* 1. r Ta Xf/ra A oyov, T« 7 ^r/> Taf ‘TzpooTU* ei$x ^ 

'srWzcoi* Sec him upon the latter place, But there’s noreafon why that figure may not rather 
be admitted in the way here taken, making ez^xnc ¥$ hoyiooy to be equivalent to 7$/ 

']w Koyitov* The rd the elements or firft rudiments that perfons learn in any air, 

as preparatory to their learning more and greater things, which very well fuits with the do¬ 
ctrine of the old teftament, which might have ferved to prepare the yews to receive the 
dottrine of the new. 

if) 
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Chap. V. ____ 

? arathrase. text. 

fo weak as to need fuch a low diet as milk, are become fuch as have 

but to be unfit for and unable to digeft any foongmeTt.^FoTcve^one , 3 
ij. ftronger and more manly food ( q ). For eve- that ufeth milk, u unskii- 

ry one who ufes milk and can only relifh fuch isVffi' 

food, fhows that he is very much unacquaint¬ 
ed with the more noble and principal delign of 
the law ( r ), (for indeed he is but as a babe). 

But 


NOTES. 

( y ) Kelt yzycvctl* yji&tLV yct\etKjof y x} j re fiat TfopSff . And are become fuch as 

have need of milk , and not of firong meat.] The allufion is eafy and natural, and is ufed by 
St. Paul y 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2. and being taken from an univerfal cuftom, is to be met with in 
other authors, as in Arrians comm, upon B pi ft. Lib. ii. c. 16. p. 217. Laftant. lib. v. c. 4. 
Philo y de Agricul. p. 188. The defign is to reprefent the Hebrews as children and not grown 
men in underftanding, according to what follows in the two next verfes; that as children had 
an inclination to, and could only digeft a fmall and weak fcod, milk, SPf. and not thofe more 
folid and ftronger meats by which the adult are nourifhed, .fo the Hebrews relifh’d only the 
flighter matters of the old teftament, without attending to and difeerning the chief defign of 
them, and of other things that were more abftrufc, as the priefthood of Mekhizedec , &c. 
Had they been more careful to inform themfelves thoroughly herein, they would have been 
better prepared to receive the oracles which God gave by Chrift and his apoftles, and would 
have been more fixed and fettled than they generally were in the chriftian profeftion. 

When they are faid to be fuch as had need of milk, and not of ftrong meat, it can hardly be 
thought that he meant that they had no need of or occafion for ftrong meat; but only that 
through their weaknefs and unpreparednefs they had no inclination or appetite to it; they did 
not crave or make ufe of it: and fo ffleicty ycI kclkIos will anfwer to y.ijiyeiy yd^tDcjoi 

in the next verfe. 

13 C r ) ATHfOf \'oyx fjKcuocruvtis. Is unskilful in the word of righteoufnefs .] For the 
explaining this phrafe it will be proper to have recourfe to St. Pauf s ftile, whofe epi- 
ftle this feems to be. Now according to him there were two things confiderable in the law of 
Mofes. 1. A defeription of a righteoufnefs by the deeds of the law, that is a righteoufnefs by 
complying with the ceremonial inftitutions of the law. Of this he fpeaks Rom. x. $. Mofes 
deferibeth the righteoufnefs which is of the law y That the man that doth thefe things paU live by 
them . 2, There was a defeription of the righteoufnefs of faith, or of the way of being juftin- 

ed by faith, in oppofition to the other which was by the works of the law. This he ftiows 
was fpoken of by Mofes , Rom. x. 6 —8 . But the righteoufnefs which is oj faith , fpeaketh on this 

wife y fay not in thine he art , Who paU afcend y &c ? - that is the word of faith which we 

french. The latter of thefe was by far the moft confiderable, And indeed the former was 
principally defign’d to be fobforvient to this, as he fays, ver. 4. Chrifi is the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that believeth. In like manner, Cal. iii. 24. The Jaw was our fchool - 
mafter to bring us unto Chrift , that we might be juftifed by faith. This righteoufnefs, that is, 
this way of being juftified,he fays is attefted both by the law and the prophets, Rom. iii. 21, 22. 
The righteoufnefs of Cod without the law is manifefted , being witneffed by the Jaw and the prophets ; 
even the nglteoujnefs of Cod which is by faith of ytefus thrift unto all, and upon all them that be¬ 
lieve. Upon comparing thefe texts, it feems to me that the word of righteoufnefs in the place 
before us, is the fame with the righteoufnefs of faith , or the word of faith , and chat his reproof 
is of this nature, a You Hebrews are very fond of the ceremonial injunctions of the law of Mofes , 

4 « which 
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14 But ftrong meat beiongeth But ftrong meat is fit for thofe who are come 14. 
^ h th m ofe a wtebfrfa?on 8 of tomaturity, and grown up to be men (/), 

ufe have their fenfes exerci- who by reafon Oi a long CUltOlTl atld habit 
fed co difccrn both good and jj ave their faculties inured and fitted to diftin- 

1 priiplio 7 the'dSc'of guilh good and evil (*); Wherefore I frail x. 

wave to difcourfe concerning the firft and more 
obfcure difcoveries that were made of Chrift 
under the old difpenfation ( u ), and frail go 

on 


NOTES. 

cc which are mean things when compared with the way of becoming righteous by faith, 
* c which that law recommends, and as much inferior to it as a low milk diet is to chat of 
cc flronger food; and while you relifh only the former, you fhew your felves inexpert and 
Cc little acquainted with the latter, which is much more excellent and noble. Hereby you de- 
£< grade and unman your felves, as though you were babes and infants, whofe proper food 
<f milk is. 

14 (/) TsA eiW. Them that are offull agr.] This rendring is very juft, the adult being moft 
properly oppofed to babes . Thus Philo Be Agriculh^ p. 188. ufes both terms in the fame man¬ 
ner. And thus St. Paul fpeaks of the TtAefo/, i Cor , xiy. *o. Brethren be not children, u<Pta 3 
in underftanding : howbeit in malice be ye children; hut in underftanding be ye rkheioty 

men. This difcourfe fuits well with the account, which he alfo gives of the yews while they 

were under the law, that they were children vn 'T/o/, Gal. iv. i-3. and the fame muft be 

/ as juftly applicable to thofe who retained their old yewip temper and fondnefs for the law, af¬ 
ter they had been inftruded in the chriflian religion. 

(f) T«V r Tct n\neat yiyvy.vct<Tiiiva. \yov\av ftaKtHTiv xctAa re 

xctxa. Thofe who by reafon of ufe have their fenfes exercifed to difeern both good and evil.'] Our 
margin renders an habit or perfeBion. The former of thefe is proper enough in this place j 
and the meaning feems to be, that they had their fenfes, that is thofe of their minds, their ra¬ 
tional faculties, exercifed to difeern both good and evil, by having long habituated and accu- 
ftomed themfelves to confider and fearch into them. He that would form a true judgment of 
things ought to be throughly vers’d in the rule he is to judge by. For want of this the Hebrews 
underftood but little of their own law, and continued very childip in their notions of things. 

The expreftion of having the fenfes exercifed to difeern both good and evil y feems only to refer to 
the metaphor he had ufed before, and to mean that they were not ftill children who were noc 
capable of this. By thus inlarging he might perhaps defign to keep them the longer attentive 
to the cenfure he pafles upon them. I think the expreftion is plainly borrowed From the He- 
brew manner of deferibing children. Thus yonah 'w. n. Wherein [in Nineveh] are more than 
One Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Perfons [that is children] that cannot difeern between their right 
hand and their left. Dent, 1. 39 - Tour little ones t which ye faid pould be a prey , and your chil¬ 
dren which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil y they pall go in thither , &c. 
Ifaiab vii. 1 Sx 16. Butter and honey pall he eat y that he may know to refufe the evil andchoofe the 
good. For before the child pall know to refufe the evil } and choofe the gocd y the land pall be flrfa- 
ken y &c. 

1 ( u ) Aio etyivjet t t T6 Xe*r« Koyor. Therefore leaving the principles of the doBrine 

of Chrift.] The connexion (lands thus, cc Since ftrong meat is proper for fuch as are adult 
c£ and arrived at forne perfection in age, I will therefore indeavour to entertain you with this 
more noble food.’* He feems to fpeak here in the plural, when he means only himfclf, a 

O way 
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TEXT. 

Chrift, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again 
the foundation of rcpen- 


way very familiar with St, Paul in his epiftles. If any one thinks that this is to be undcrftooi 
as a dire&ion, and that he joyns himfelf with the Hebrews, the better to avoid giving offence,. 
I own I fhould be of the fame mind were it not for ver. 3. which feems to determine the other 
to be his defign, and that his meaning is that he would forbear or wave the treating of that, 
matter. 

But there is a great deal of obfeurity in the exprefliona here ufed, which have exceedingly 
puzzled interpreters. Nor would I be underftood to fay pofitively what is the meaning of 
them, but only to offer my conje&ures to be examined, improved, or confuted by others. I 
begin now with this firft exprefllon, which our margin renders verbatim, 'The word of the he- 
ginning of Chrift, with which the VuJg . agrees, lnchoationis Chrfti fermonem : but our common 
text fuppofes an HypaUage in the words, and that r ^ ra Xf \byov is put for tb hoy* 

Xetra cifyjn'y which is in like manner rendred by the Syriac, Ni"P ttJQT nnVOT 
the beginning of the word of Chrift. I fee no hurt in either of thefe rendrings, pro¬ 
vided we underftand the word aright in each rendring refpeftively ; that is according to our 
margin thus. Therefore leaving the word [that is the difeourfe, and lo the fenfe is firbearing to 
difeourfe] of the beginning of Chrift : but according to that in the common text. Therefore leaving 
the beginning of the word of [that is the do&rine concerning] Chrift.. 

It feems to me very reasonable to underftand the rd rory&et f d§yjl< hoywv tb 0 £b, 
The ftrft principles of the oracles of Cod, Chap. v. 11. and r $ ra Xetra \byov, the ftrft 

principles of the ddtirine of chrift her z,dhap, vi. 1. and the Sti&htovy foundation, and lo the feveral 
particulars of that foundation that are enumerated, being taken together, to fignify all of them 
one and the fame thing. The opinion of the ancient Creek commentators, that by thefe ftrft 
principles are meant the humanity of Chrift , is fufficiently confuted by Dr. Whitby on Heb, v. 11. 
Nor can I perceive any better way of explaining thefe things, than that which nas been hinted 
before. I confider the old teftaraent, and particularly the Jaw, as a more oblcure reprefenta- 
tion of Chrift, but that therein a foundation was laid, and preparation made for the fuller dilco- 
very which was. to be afforded of him at his appearing in the world, and in the fewifb religi¬ 
on there was a rough draught or imperfect rudiments and elements of Chriflianity, which is 
agreeable enough to many paftages or feripture. The infilling upon thefe, when the meaning 
of them was fet in a full and clear light by the coming of Chrift and the million of the Holy 
Ghoft, was not fo neceflary, and is therefore waved by our author. If the following expreffi- 
ons in the account given of the foundation , may be in like manner explained, it will much 
confirm this interpretation. 

( ) Etti t t€X «07 rilct psfoj'usOa, L e t us go on unto perfeHion.] He feems to have an 

eye to what he had faid in the laft verfc of the foregoing chapter, that ftrong meat tz? h*>v 
tnv, belongs to them that are pcrfc< 5 t or adult. By his going on unto perfeSlicn, he muft then 
mean, his going on to make them perfett men, that they might no longer be as children ; which 
exaftly agrees with the defign and end of his office, and the various gifts he had received. To 
thispurpofe we may compare his difeourfe, Epb. iv. ii —15. He gave fome apoftles , &c. fir the 
perfe&rng of the faints , for the work of the miniftry , fir the edifying the body of Chrift : tiU we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the fin of God, hi <fv tyct TtK&or, unto a 

perfect 
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on to offer you fomewhat more folid and fit 
for you as adult perfons, rather than feed you 
with milk as children, like the yews of old 
(©Ii I forbear therefore to lay again the 
Mofaic foundation of repentance from dead 

works, 

NOTES. 
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Chap. VL 

vyv 


tance from dead works, and 
of faith towards God, Of 
the do&rine of baptifms, 
and of laying on of hands. 


works ( x"), and of faith towards God with¬ 
out an explicit, diftinft and clear regard to 
Chrift (y) t and of the doctrine concerning 
the various walkings that were prefcribed 
among the Jews (z ), and of laying on of 

hands 



NOTES. 


perfeft man, unto the meafure of the fiature of the fufaefs of Chrift: that we henceforth he no more 
children , &c. See allb Col. i. a 8. 

(r) Mn <&d\tv K&letCetMopLepot /jteTd.yo'i*f W vzKfur l$yctp. laying; 

again the foundation of repentance from dead works.'] The dead works mentioned here and Chap , 
ix. 14. do certainly mean Jins , which are faid to be dead upon the account of the death which 
they deferve, and without pardon will intail upon us. 'Tis evident from the law of Mofes y 
and from the ocher writings of the old ceftament, that repentance was neceflary under that di£ 
penfation. Nor is it nccdlary to quote particular places in lb plain a cafe; and elpecially fiuce 
I apprehend this does not fo properly relate to repentance in general, as to that which was 
prefcribed on the great day of atonement, concerning which we read, Lev. xvi. 21,2.2,. Aaron. 
fall put both his hands upon the head of the live goaty and confefs over him all the iniquities of the 
children o/Ifrael, and all their tranfgrejfions in all their Jins , putting them upon the head of the 
goat , and pall fend him away by the hand of a ft man into the wildernefs . And the goat pall bear 
upon him all their iniquities , &c. And, ver. 29, 30. This pall be a ftatute for ever unto you : 
that in the feventh month , on the tenth day of the months ye pall afflift your fouls, and do no work 
at ally whether it be one of your own country , or a fir anger that fojourneth among you. For on that 
day pall the prieft make atonement for you to cleanfe you y that ye may be clean from all your ftnt 
before the Lord. This repentance is certainly moil proper to be reckon’d among the or 

firft rudiments of the oracles of God y and very pertinently is it alleged here by our author in this 
digreflion which is brought in upon the mention he had made of Chrift as an high-prieft. This 
foundation for repentance our author would not lay again, nor was there any occafion for his 
dwelling upon the fubjeft, becaufe in cafe of the Hebrews returning to it, they made their re¬ 
pentance impoflible, as he argues afterward, ver. 4—6. 

( y ) Kcti cm 0 eop. And of faith towards Cod.] He fpeaks of the faith towards 

God, and not towards Chrift \ which leems very well to agree with the fuppofition of his 
fpeaking here of the principles of the Jewip religion. For whatever refpeft thofe elements 
really had to Chrift, yet fince the Jews themfelvcs, and particularly thofe who relapfed from 
yjudaifm to chriftianity, did not fo underftand them, their faith muft be confider’d as only to¬ 
wards God, they not believing in Cod by Chrrfi y 1 Pet. i. 21, The foundation therefore of this 
faith towards God leems to be the old teftament, and efpecially the Mofaic inftitutibns, of which 
the Hebrews were fo excefllvely fond. 

2(2:) VuLTrliG/jffi tync* Of the doHrtne of baptifms .] Interpreters have been at 1 
lofs to give a plaufible account of the different baptifms which muft be here referr’d to; as 
may be leen in Poofs Synopf. upon the place. Some have thought that by baptifms he means 
the trine immerfion : but it may well be doubted whether chat was then in ufe ; and if it were, 
’tis ftrange that in no other place but this chriftian baptifm Ihould be fpoken of in the plural. 
Others have fixed upon this diftin&ion as intended, the baptifm of water, of the fpirit, and. of 
blood, or martyrdom : but it may leem ftrange that metaphorical and real and proper baptilin 
fhould be thus joined together; beflde that the doftrine of the baptifm of blood will not well 
belong to the firft principles of chriftianity. For this realbn perhaps fome talk only of the bap- 
tifrn of water and the fpirit. But §ven then if this be underftood of the miraculous gifts of the 
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Holy Ghoft, we have a proper and metaphorical baptifm comprized under one general name 
or if vve underhand it of the common operations of the fpirit that accompanied the baptifm of 
water, ’tis evident Sc. Paul reckon’d thefe to make but one baptifm, Eph.iv. 5. The Syriac 
indeed reads the doBrine of baptifm . But as that is contrary both to the Vulg. and the Greek 
MSS. it feems rather to be owing to their opinion of the meaning of the place, than to any 
different reading in the copy from which they tranflaced. If we confult the new teftament, 
and obferve in what cafes it fpeaks of baptifms y in the plural, we fhall find that ’cis only 
when the yewifb baptifms or wafhings are intended. And a9 ’tis of them only I underhand 
the place before us, this obfervation may ferve in lome meafure to confirm the way here taken 
to interpret the feveral particulars here mentioned. Thus Mark vii, 4. And many other things 
there be, which they [the Pharifees and all the yews'] have received to hold y as the baptifms of 
cups, and pots, brazen vejfels and beds. And ver. 8. Te hold the tradition of men, as the baptifms 
cf pots and cups. Thus again our author Heb. ix. 10. fpeaks of divers baptifms and carnal 
ordinances, manifehly referring to the wafhings or baptifms which were preferibed in great 
number in the law of Mofes. 

And farther, there is one obfervation I have lately made, which for ought I know has been 
univerfally overlook’d hitherto, and which very much confirms the interpretation I have given. 
I obferve then that the places I have mention’d are the only ones where the word / let'llt<s(/.h y 
or rather (ZATfliGpLot is ufed, and that ’cis never ufed but of the yewijb wafhings ; but when a 
proper initiatory baptifm is intended, or a metaphorical baptifm that h a kind of initiation (a 3 
in that of our Lord, LukexW. 50. I have a baptifm to be baptized with. Compare Matth . xx. 
22,13.) that then the word ^et' 7 r r jt<rfjLA and that in the fingular number is confiantly ufed. 
So that though the ancient chriftian writers ufe thefe two words promifcuoufly, yet the penmen 
of the new teftament do not. Now according to this obfervation, it will appear that the 

v 7 r\icyif}S the doBrine of baptifms is intirely to be underftood of the yewijb wafh¬ 
ings. And if this be one article of the yewijb religion, I think all mult readily grant that the 
other articles here mention’d, mull in all probability be of the fame nature. 

C a ) ’E rs And of laying on of hands.] Dr. Whitby has obferved, <c That 

,c impefition of hands was ufed in ordination, healing of the fick, and abfolution of peni- 
* c tents: but this impofition of hands was not common to all chriftians, nor joined with bap- 
<f tifin, nor was it to be reckoned among the principles or initiatory doftrines of chriftian 

faith.” Farther, the moft plaufible interpretation hitherto offer’d, does not feem to me very 
probable, that hereby is intended the impofition of the apoftles hands after baptifm for the gi¬ 
ving the Holy Ghoft * ’Tis hardly credible that our author would wave fuch a principle as this, 
upon which fb great a ftrefs is laid in the new teftament. And indeed he had before infifted 
upon it, Chap. xi. 4. and does again prefently after this, ver. 4, 5. It feems therefore moft 
likely to me, that this is a principle of yudaifm, of the fame nature with the former,, and that 
it relates to the priefts laying their hands upon the beafts ©Her’d in facrifice, to lay their ini¬ 
quities upon them. 

(A) hv&ra<Ti.ws te vixqwv. And of the refurreBionof the dead.] This, together with the. 
next or laft article mention’d, has, I doubt not, inclined many to fuppofe that the principles 
of proper chriftianity are here fpoken of. But if it fhould be granted that their interpretation 
of thefe two is every way juft, it may yet be doubted whether thefe be principles peculiarly 
■and properly of chriftianity; they may rather feem in common to belong to that and y«- 
daijm^ it being plain that the beft and moft numerous fe& of the y&wS}.ihs Pbarifees y believed 
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both thefe principles; and therefore as yudaifm was prior to chrifiianity, they might well bs 
mentioned as the foundation of that. But to fay the truth, the meaning of thefe two feem to 
me to have been midaken; and that in both of them our author aims at the confirmation 
which was given to yudaifm. Particularly by the refurreftion of the dead, he feems not to in¬ 
tend the final refurre&ion, but rather the railing of fome dead perfbns, as the widow’s fon at 
Zarephath railed by the prophet Elijah , i Kings xvii. 10—13. a nd the Shunamite' $ fon raifed 
by Elifba, 1 Kings iv. 31—36. To which indances our author feems to refer very briefly, 
dap. xi. 35. where he is fetting forth the great virtue and excellency of faith in God ; and 
confequently fuch examples mud have a great tendency to confirm the yews in their faith in 
God. And this effett we find it had upon the mother of the child whom Elijah raifed from the 
dead, who thereupon faid unto him, 1 Kings xvii. 14. Sow by this J know that thou art a man 
of Cod , and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. And whatever tends to promote 
mens faith toward God, may very well promote their repentance from dead works. 

There is yet another interpretation which may be given of this expreffion, and may perhaps 
pleafe fome better than that already mentioned ; and therefore may deferve to have fome brief 
notice taken of it. By the dead then fometimes we are to underftand thole who though they" 
are not actually dead, yet are as it were under the fentence of death, and whole danger of it 
feems fuch as cannot be avoided. Thus God fays to Abimelech , Gen. xx. 3. Behold , thou art a 
dead man. 1 Sam. xix. 18. AU my father s houfe were but dead men before my lord the king* 
And remarkable is the paflage of St. Paul , 1 Cor. i. 8 — 10. We would not brethren have you ig¬ 
norant, of our trouble which came to us in Afia, that we were prejfed out of meafure, above ftrength, 
infomuch that we delpaired even of life : but we had the fentence of death in our fe Ives, that we' 
fiould not trufi in out felves, but in God which raifeth the dead. Who deliver d us from fo great a' 
death, and doth deliver : in whom we trufi that he wiUyet deliver us. Again, Rom. xi. 15. if 
the cafting away of them [the yews ] be the reconciling of the [Gentile] world ; what jhaU the re¬ 
ceiving them be but life from the dead ? If fuch a death and refurre&ion may be here under- 
ftood, there can be nothing more pertinent than the great miracle which God wrought for 
the deliverance of the yews , when he firft fet up the Mofaic inftitution. The people being, 
hemm’d in between the fea on the one fide, and Pharaoh and his army on the other, could 
look upon themfelves as no other than dead men, and therefore, Exod, xiv. 11. They faid unto' 
Mofes, Decaufe there were no graves in Egypt, hafi thou taken us away to die in the wildernefs . 
And if the rertoration of Ifrael is deferibed a* a railing dead and dry bones to life , Ezek. xxxvii. 

I — 14. why may not fuch an eminent deliverance as God then gave them from Pharaoh- 
and his army, befpoken of in like manner ? This had the clfeft which might well be expe&ed 
ro promote their repentance and faith towards God, as we read Exod. xiv. 31, And Ifrael faw 
that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord , and believed 
in the Lord , and in his fervant Mofes. 

( c) Kdi Ktin&loi cLiwvi*. And of eternal judgment.'] The common interpretation makes 
this to refer to the final judgment. And were this granted, what was faid in the preceding 
note might eafily be here apply’d to fhow that this principle was-held by the yews , as well 
as *tis by chriftians. But farther is it likely that our author would pretend to wave this, 
when he really in the progrefs of his epiille infills confiderabiy upon it, Chap. ix. 27, 28. 

x. 27-37. Befides I don’t find that ever the final judgment has this epithet given to it. 

The life the righteous lhall go into is faid to be didvtoi everJafiing, as-is alfo the pump men tot 
the wicked, Matth. xxv. 46. and the fire wherewith they fhail be tormented,- ver. 41. There ' 
is no difficulty therefore about the wor-ds being applied to the cflecls and confequences of the- 
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fentences that will then he paffed ; hut the time in which the trial is made and the fentences 
palled is always fuppofed to be limited and have an end, and that after this follows the actual 
retribution according to the fentences refpc&ively paired upon thofe who are judged; nor is 
that judgment ever, that I remember, faid to be eternal. I think therefore that the words are 
to be underftood in a very different manner, and KQXfMdL here feems to me to be put for tempo¬ 
ral judgments. Thus the word is ufed i Pet . iv. 17. The time is come that judgment mufi begirt 
at the houfe of Cod, where the context will not fuffer us to take it in any other fenfe. Compare 
*ver. 16 , 18 , 19. So again, 1 Cor . xi. 29. He that eatetb and drinketh unworthily , eateth and 
drinketh judgment to himfelf , not difeerning the Lord 1 s body . What this judgment was appears by 
the next verfe ; For this caufe many are weak and fickly among you , and many fleep. See alfo 
oer. 34. The word d, iwvtoe which we have render’d eternal , 1 take to refpect not the time to 
come but the time paft, and to fignify ancient or pafi long ago . That the word is thus ufed 
without any refpedt to eternity, we may fee Rom. xvi. 2$. 2 Tim. i, 9. Tit. i. 2. See 
alio thefe places 111 the LXX. Pfal, lxxvii. 5. Prov. xxii. 28. yer, xviii. 15. Ezek.xxxv i. 2. 
According to this account of the words, we may confider the yewifi religion as eftablifhed by 
the ancient and tremendous judgments, of the execution of which the books of Mofes give an 
account, fuch as the deluge, the deftru&ion of Sodom and Gomorrah , and more efpecially the 
drowning of Pharaoh and his holl in the red fea, and perhaps the judgments of God upon the 
Jfraelites in the wildernefs for their impenitence and unbelief. Of this laft he had indeed treat¬ 
ed before, but not as a foundation of the yewifi religion, but as an example by which chrifti- 
ans might be warned. I fubmit the foregoing interpretations of this dark pafiage to better 
judgments, being ready to embrace any others that may be offer’d, if they appear more fatif- 
faftory, 

3 ( dj K eti mro 'zrotruropfa, issei"T6f 0 O so?. And this will we do, if God permit .] 

Two very learned commentators underftand this verfe as though our author put off for the pre- 
fent the intruding the Hebrews in the rudiments or firft principles of’chriftianity, incouraging 
them to exped that he would, as he defign’d, do it fome other time. But it looks very unlike¬ 
ly that if they were fo wretchedly ignorant in the firft principles of proper chriflianity, that he 
would put off giving them immediate inftrudion; nothing could be more neceflary for them 
than to be as foon as poffible throughly inftruded and eftablifhed in them: and for him to go 
about to teach them the higher and greater things of chriftianity, before they had well learn¬ 
ed thefe firft principles, was, to ufe his own comparifons, as improper, as it would have been to 
go to raife a fuperftrudure before a foundation w*as laid, or to go about to feed children with 
that ftrong meat which only adult perfons were capable of digefting. This is an argument 
with me again ft the common interpretation of the elements or firft principles mentioned before, 
and a confirmation of the explication juft given : for if the firft principles were incirely judai- 
cal, the infiftingon them was not neceffary, and he might therefore well apply himfelf imme¬ 
diately to acquaint them with that which fuited adult perfons, and would render them perfect, 
that is proper chriftianity. I take therefore thofe words, And this will we do, to refer ftrictly 
to what he had faid before, Let us goon unto perfection, and that he propofed to himfelf the do¬ 
ing this in this very epiftle, wherein he indeavours to reprefent chriftianity in its greaceft beau¬ 
ty, ufcfulnefsand glory. The latter expreffionl Jf God permit I underftand as in the para- 
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phrafe, that is, if God will give me an opportunity, and I am not prevented by your apofta- 
tizing from chriftianity, before my epLftle comes to your hands. When this verfe is thus un- 
derftood, the conneftion of it with the immediately following verfes is admirably good, which 
otherwife is very obfeure. For by thofe verfes he fhows in what cafe he thought God 
would not permit him or give him an opportunity for this, or reafon to expeft fuccefs in hi* 
attempt. 

4(e) \£6vcltov >0, For it is impofible.'] I have nothing to add to what is faid in the pre¬ 
ceding note concerning the conneftion of this verfe. ’Tis thought by fome that we ought in 
the explication to foften that term impojjjble , and underftand no more by it than this, that 'tis i 
extreamly difficult. But this interpretation may well be called in queftion, fince when our au¬ 
thor fpeaks of the fame cafe, without ufing the word here render’d impoffible , he deferibes it 
in terms equivalent, fetting it forth as defperate and remedilefs, Chap . x. 16, &*c. Befides,. 
if the foregoing conneftion be allowed, his difeourfe fuppofes that God in fullering men to fall 
into the fin here mention’d, did not leave room to his apoflles to attempt their recovery. And 
withal, the circumftances of the fin were lb very peculiar, that we need not wonder that it 
fhould be as remarkably diftinguifh’d in its dreadful confluences. 

(/) Tk* a'tclIz q>coli£w r ]ctf. Thofe who were once inlightned .] There can be no doubt that 
Jupin Martyr y and fome other very ancient writers of the chrillian church, ufed to fpeak of 
baptifm under this and the like terms; whence many have thought that they took it from the 
age of the apoftles themfelves, and therefore explain the term both here and Chap. x. 31. con¬ 
cerning bapeifm. But it may be quellion’d whether that interpretation be very certain. The 
Apoflolical Conflituticvs (as they are called) Lib. viii. c. 7. and lome later authors, ufc the word 
to fignify fuch as were preparing for baptifm, having not yet received ir. And if we fuppofe 
the term here and Chap. x. 31. is ufed in the fame fenfe, which is certainly reafonable enough,, 
it fhould feem that there it docs not precifely refer to baptifm, but is to be explained from- 
•ver. 16. to fignify thofe who had received the knowledge of the truth . And if we compare 
. St. Paufs ufe of this word, Epb. i. 18. iii. 9. and of ^u\i<yy.biy z Cor. iv. 4, 6. I think our 
common rendring with that of the Vul , is to be preferr’d to the Syr . which refers it in both 
places to baptifm. 

(g) r*u<r<a/tx*vBf T€ $ And have tafed of the heavenly gift .] The 

word tafed both here and in the next verfe feems to be ufed by our author with a particular 
regard to the metaphor he had ufed before of food or f rejig meat. Our tranfiation makes a dif¬ 
ference in rendring the cxprdTion in the two places, reading here tafed of the heavenly gffi 
and ver. tafed the good word of God ; for which I perceive not any fufficicnc foundation, the 
word yiv<ra.<tcu being followed fometimes by an accufative, as well as more frequently by a 
genitive cafe. I am more uncertain about the meaning of the heavenly gift . They who in¬ 
terpret this, as well as the following expreflions, concerning the.Holy Ghofi, may very plaufi- 
bly allege many places of feripeure in their behalf, wherein the Holy Ghofi is faid to be lent 
from the Father, and wherein he is faid to be fent down from heaven, 1 Pet. i. 11. I am far 
from being pofitive in rejefting this interpretation, though it feems more agreeable to me to un- 

dwfland ChriA himfelf to be meant in this place by the exprcffion. Nothing is more frequent. 

chan 
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than the fpcaking of Chrift as the gift of God y and as Tent and coming down from leaven \ to 
that the words may as well be applied to him as to the Holy Ghoft. But that which moft inr 
dines me to this interpretation, is the particular notice which he prefeiitly takes of Chrift, 
ver. 6. where he lays a ftrefs upon their crucifying the Son of God afrefh y and putting him to 
open fame ; which may incline us to fuppofe he had made lome mention of him before. In 
like manner he difeourfes Chap. x. 31. where he aggravates the guilt from perfons treading un¬ 
der foot the Son of God , &c. which he diftinguilhes from their doing defpite to the Jpirit of grace . 
The reader is left to his own judgment in the matter. 

( h ) K eti [/.{logout yivvr\hkv\dc Tim ifJLctlot c£yi*. And were made partakers of the holy 
Ghoft.} There can hardly be any doubt that the common operations of the Spirit, which true 
chriftians in all ages receive, are not here intended. The only thing needful to be confider’d, 
is, how their being partakers of the Holy Ghofi y differs from what is mentioned in the nexc 
vcrle, their tailing the powers of the world to come , which powers muft certainly import lome 
extraordinary operations of the Spirit, The beft account of this Teems to be, that however all 
thefe extraordinary operations were owing to the Spirit, yet they were not all fwctfJLUt. So 
St. Paul diftiuguilhes the ersfynuctj* tPvyctpucov from a multitude of other gifts of the Spirit 
which were then bellowed, 1 Cor , xii. 10. the whole context there, ver. 7—11. deferves re¬ 
gard. According to this account, the being partakers of the Holy Ghoft may fignify fuch gifts 
as there follow, prophecy , difeerning of fpirits , feveral kinds of tongues , and the interpretation of 
tongues , and the or powers of the world to come y will import lome miracles that were 

yet greater and more extraordinary. It may be needful perhaps to add, that he Teems not 
here to Ipeak of a bare Teeing fuch extraordinary events, but of their being themfelvcs inabled 
to perform them. 

5 ( i ) Keti x.cL\bv yzvfeLfJ.ivxt pn^-et. And have tafied the good word of God.'] The good 
word Teems to anTwer to in the Hebrew , Jofb. xxi. 45. xxiii. 15. fer. xxix. 10. 

Zee. i. 13. or " 0*1 Pfal. xlv. 1. See Dr. Whitby upon the place : and lo good fignifies com - 
fortabJe. In general this good word mull mean the golpel, which they might be well Taid to 
have tailed, who heard it when it began to be publifhed, and when it was in the moft Ta- 
risfa&ory manner confirm’d by unquelhonable and glorious miracles. 

( k ) Nvvcty.&u; n (/.kwovloi cli£vo$. And the powers of the world to come.] Tertullian y De 
Pudicit . c. 20. Teems to have read this paflage in his copy thus, S'vverjt ijJSi (jiiWovlos dtuvo<; y 
for he renders it, Occidente jam avo. But he is therein lingular : nor is there any thing in the 
fcopc of the difeourfe that can incline one to Tuppofe this to be any other than a corrupt read- 
ing. The wovld or age to come is a Hebrew phrafe, and fignifies the times of the Melliah 
D 7 iy- ' rhc y wh ° not only Taw thoTc great miracles whereby chriftianity was con¬ 
firm d, but were themfelvcs impower’d to work them, could not defire fuller evidence of the 
truth of it. 

^ ( O If they fhall fall away.] Two things are here to be oblerved, 

1. That he [peaks of fuch only as fell away from the very profefilon of chriftianity. This ap- 
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pears from what he prefently adds to fet forth the aggravations of their guilt; That they crucify 
U themfelves the Son of God afrejb , and put him to open flame . *Tis therefore very unreafonablc 
for perions to give way to defpair themfelves, or to drive others to it, by applying this text to 
other, and even thegrofleft fins, which only relates to apollacy. 2. As the fame thing is ipo- 
ken of again, Chap. x. 26, &c. it can't be improper to compare the two places together in or¬ 
der to our fully underftanding his defign. And therefore from the other place I would explain 
this, If they flaU y kx.\s<Ttcoc y wilfully faU away. But of that fee more upon the place. 

( m ] Yld\tv avetKAm^tiv \ic pi}etvotav . To renew them again to repentance.'] Our tran- 
flation is fufficiently exaCt ; nor is the fenfe fo current and good which others give who un- 
derftand the word here ufed to import to dedicate or devote , and fo refer it to baptifm. But 
fince 'tis not certain that our author before fpoke of bapeifrn, nor docs he mention it. Chap . 
x. 16, &c. where he is upon the fame fubjeCt, it may be molt agreeable to take the word in 
the fenlc our cranflacors do, to fignify to renew , that is to convince them again of the 
truth, and bring them afrelh to change their minds, and repent of their wickednefs in forfa- 
kingChrift. ’Tis obfervable that this is brought in upon his mentioning what he would do, 
if God did permit , ver. 4. that is, if God would give him an opportunity for it. Rebaptizing 
was what God did not permit: but to; renew chriltians more and more was the proper end of 
minifterial exhortations, reproofs, 6Pc. and this he would indeavour in cafe he was not pre¬ 
vented by their apoilacy, which would render his indeavours fruitlefs. 

This interpretation-is confirm'd by the like ufe of eivcuiciivw which is fynonymous with atket- 
xcuw^W, Col . iiL 10. And have put on the new man> t dva,y,cLn^fj.ivov £/? c/myvu<riv y which 
is renewed in [or to] knowledge , after the image ofhtm that created him . See alfo, Rom . xii. 2. 

I cannot here but offer my conjefture, that -Wa/p may perhaps be better joined with 
srscrof'laf, and the meaning be, if they flail again faU back , or relapfe to their old religion. 
The word nz<L\w y when ’tis joyned with what follows, may feem luperfluous, fince the 
fenfe of it is really contained in the jrepofition dvd that follows in compoiition. I own this 
is not a full proo* 7 , becaufe in other places rsJiKiv may be found fo redundant: but fince it 
is fo proper and fignificative the other way, I fee no realbn why it may not be admit¬ 
ted. I was plcafed when I look'd into the Syriac to find it exactly aniwer my conjecture 

arvoTi'? rmnru m jot pou aim where the nm “fwers t0 but 

ttm JQ does not, it being only the rendring of aW, as the fame is ufed in rendring in 

'cLVctTOLvftp]aLf in the latter psrc of the verfe. 

But it may be inquired, why our author fpcaks fo feverely of the condition of fuch apoftates. 
Now the realbn of this may be taken partly from the nature of the evidence which they reject¬ 
ed. The folleft and cleared evidence which God ever defign’d to give of the truth of chrifii- 
anicy, was thele miraculous operations of the Spirit, arid when men were not only eye-witnefles 
of thefe miracles, but were likewife themfelves impower’d by the Spirit to work them, and yet 
after all rejefted this evidence, they could have no farther or higher evidence whereby they 
Ihould be convinced ; fo that their cafe muft in that relpeft appear defperate. This may be partly 
owing to their putting themfelves out of the way of conviction. If they could not fee enough 
to fettle them in the chriftian religion, while they made a profefiion of it, much lels were 
they like to meet with any thing new to convince and reclaim them, when they had taken 
up an oppofite profefiion, and joined themfelves with the inveterate enemies of chrifiienity. 
And finally, this may be relblved into the righteous judgment of God againft fuch men for the 
heinous and aggravated wickednefs of which they are guilty. If where men have not had 
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the Son of God, and expofe him to infamy («j. 
For that earth, which fucks in the rain which, 
often falls upon it, and brings forth herbs that 
are ufeful to thofe by whom ’tis tilled, par¬ 
takes of the blelling from God ( o ): But that 
which inftead of bringing forth fuch herbs, 
bears only thorns and briars, is ufelefs (p ), 

’ " and 


of God afrelh, and put him 
to an open fhame. For the 7 ; 
earth which drinketh in the 
rain that cometh oft upon 
it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them by whom it 
is drefled, receiveth blelling 
from God: But that which 8 
beareth thorns, and briers, 
is rejected, and is nigh 


notes. 

the advantage of this higheft evidence (as I conceive that is the cafe referr’d to, zThejf. ii. io.) 
but barely have not received the Jove of the truth y that they might be faved y Cod may juftly fend 
them ftrong defuJton y that they /bottld believe a lie \ that they aU might be damned •who believed not 
the truth y but hadpleafure in unrighteoufnefs , certainly there muft be good realbn for fuch a ju¬ 
dicial proceeding of God againft thofe who apoftatized in the apoitolic age, feeing their fin 
was fo very great. And our author grounds this fevere fentence upon the greatnefs of their 
fin, becaufe they crucify the Son of God afrejh y and put him to an open Jbame y and in the other 
place, becaufe they do dejpite unto the fpirit of grace. 

( ») AmrctvfSVTO* idu]o 7 f r Ljbr rk 0 e«, Xj Seeing they crucify tr 

themfelves the Son of God afrefi y and put him to an open fiame.'] The Syriac leaves out tcti/Jo 7 f, 
to themfelves ; but the Vulg. and all MSS. retain it y and therefore we have reafon to think it 
genuin. Nor can our tranflation th^n be liable in any refpeft to cenfure. Apoftates by for- 
faking Chrift, and difbwning his character, abetted the action of thofe who put him to death, 
and averr’d the jufticeof his perfecuters; and fo in effeift crucified him afrelh themfelves, as 
they hereby declared how ready they would be to join in treating him in the fame manner. 
And thus they expo fed him to infamy y and in that fenfe is the word /^y.^tHyfxdTt^eiv uled 
Matth. i« 19. and Stephens in his Thefaur. brings a pafiage from Plutanh 3 where *tis lb uled 
concerning Archilochus the poet, who is faid, by his obfeenity iavT&v tif[xcL7t^r to render 

him le I f infa mous. 

7(0) Mst AKetuCtivei evAoylctf W <rk ©sa. Receiveth bleffmg from Godi] I fhould rather 
render it, Partakeib of the blefpng from God y and fuppole that this refers to the ancient blelling 
of God by which the earth at firft became fruitful, Gen . i. 11. God faid y Let the earth bring 
forth grafs y the herb yielding feed y and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind y vubofe feed is in. 
it felf y upon the earth ; and it <was fo. Of this blelling the earth that was fruitful did partake. 
The next verfe may perhaps in lome rnealure confirm this. But if any think it too far fetch¬ 
ed, he may have recourfe to other places, as Gen. xxvii. 17. which the LXX. and Vulg. render 
thus, See y the fmeU of my fon is as the fmeU of a full Jield y which the Lord hath bleffed. Which 
ever way we take, the effect is attributed to the bleffing of God, and not barely to.the exter¬ 
nal means. And accordingly we muft fupply the application of the Gmilitude which is not 
here exprels’d. ct Like as the rain often defending upon the earth will not render it fruit- 
tc ful, without the blelling of God upon it, lo nor will all our indeavoura to renew you be 
<c fuccefifuJ, but as God is pleafed to profjper our attempts \ and this there can be no realbn to 
<c expert in the cafe of apoftates, to whom God will not afford his blelling. You ought there- 
cc fore, as ever you would obtain his blefting, to take care not to be out of the way of re- 
u ceiving it, and confequently to keep clear of the guilt of fuch. 

8 (p ) A <PbKi[AQ{ f . Is rejected.'] The word ferns here to be equivalent to »jrof,v and, 
to fignify ufelefs and unserviceable, in which, fenfe. it may well be taken, Tit. i. 16. and in. 
fome other places. 
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unto curling; whofe end 
5>7/to be burned. But be¬ 
loved, we are perfwaded 
better things of you, and 
things that accompany fal- 
vation, though we thus 
io {peak. For God is not 


and is nigh to the curfe (#), whofe end wiU 
be that it fhall be burned ( r ). But beloved, 
notwithstanding this earneft warning I give 
you, yet from the behaviour of the generality 
of you I am far from concluding that this 1$ 
your cafe, but hope that better things, even 
fuch as accompany falvation, are to be thought 
of you (/"). For God is not unfaithful to his 

pfo- 


i 


NOTE S. 


(f) K cti KeLTayLi \yyv\* And nigh unto titrfidg.J As I conjecture that the blejftng in the 
former verfo refers to Gold’s blefling the earth at firft before the fall; fo I am inclined to inter¬ 
pret the curfe here mentioned to be that which was the conference of the fall, Gen. iii. 17, 1 8. 
Curfed is ti e ground for thy fake , in forrow Jbalt thou eat of it all tie days of thy life . Thorns a)- 
fo and thi\ii\zs JbaU it bring forth to thee. Where the LXX. ufe the fame words we meet with 
here, clkoIvS et! x} 7As he here compares them to the earth, water'd with the rain, 
the thorns and briars mufl be underfiood of thofe things which inliead of being ufeful, were 
noxious and hurtful, fuch as unbelief and hardnefs of heart againfl which he had before cau¬ 
tion’d them. It may be objected againft this interpretation that the word iyyvs will then 
Teem to be improperly ufed : for this would belpeak them to be a&ually under the curfe, 
rather than nigh to it. But as thofe to whom he writes had not yet apoftatized, and he was 
indeavouring to prevent it, being very fenflble of their danger, he feems here to warn them of 
what was like to lead them into it. The too great prevalency of fuch things among fome of 
them, appeared very threatning, and yet that he might not fpeak of their cafe as already dfi- 
fperate, he may be thought to fbften his expreffion, and to fay only that they were nigh unto 
the curfe. 

(r) H; to t £*©"€/< xcLve/v* Whofe end is to be burned,'] Compare herewith John xv. 6. 
Matth. xiii. 40——41. Farther, as apoAates are here compared to a very bad foil, and their 
evil works to thorns and briars, it muft be fuppofed that this burning is for the delirudion of 
both, and though it here mamfeftly refers to torments of the damned in hell, yet the oompa- • 
rifon here ufed may deferve to Le compared with Ifaiab xxiv. 5, 6, The earth alfo is defiled un¬ 
der the inhabitants thereof: becaufe they have tranfgrejfed the law, changed the ordinance , broken 
the everlafhrg covenant. Therefore hath the curfe devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein 
are defolate : therefore are the inhabitants of tie earth burned, and few men left . 

9 (/) But beloved, we are perfuaded better things of you*] This is very like St. Paufs way 
of doling and foftning any thing he had faid that founded terrible and dreadful. Thus after a 
fearful account of the man of Hn, and of the fevere judgment of God upon fuch as were de^ 
ceived by him, that God would fend them ftrong delujions that they jbould believe a he , that they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth , but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs , he jmmcdvkfialy 
turns his difeourfe, 1 Thejf. ii. 13, But we are bound to give thanks alway toGod foryou, brethren, 
beloved of the Lord, becaufe God hath from the beginning chofenyou to falvation through fanHifcati - 
on of the Spirit y and belief of the truth , &c. So after he had deforibed in the mOft moving terms 
the deplorable wickednefs of the unbelieving Gentiles , he prefently adds, Epb . iv. io. But ye 
have not fo learned chrift. Compare alfo, Rs>m* viii. o. The ground : of fuch a perfuafion wo 
may learn from Philip, i, 6 , ' 
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nromife, that he fliould negledt to reward ""data™. »f»>g“ >»' 

your WOrk 5 2nd tnc love \ t ) whicn ye n2Ve -which ye have {hewed to- 

fhewn for his fake to his faints in formerly ward his name, in that ye 
miniftring to them, and (till continuing to do Co. STS” .. 

11. But ( u ) however I can fpeak in this manner delire chat every one of you 
concerning many of you, yet not of all,- 

wherefore my delire is 3 that every one among unto the end: That ye be t* 
you would manifeft the fame diligence ( w ), 
that you may have fuch an allured hope as 
fliall continue to the end of your lives( x): 

12. that you may not any of you be flothful (y\ 

but 


NOTES. 

10 (O Keti to Korn $ itJ'cfc'THf. And labour of love.'] Th e Vulg, Syr, and Etbiop. verfions* 
feme of the belt MSS. and all the ancient Greek commentators leave out n jto'rou, and read here 
ohly and love. And accordingly is it left out in the paraphrafe. Dr. Mills's opinion feeming 
very probable that *tis not the genuine reading, but was inferced by fome body from i Theff, 
i. 3, What the love was they {hewed, he more fully declares, Chap . x. 33, 34. And a very 
skilful way he takes here to commend the kindnels they had fliown him, by reprefenting it as 
done out of refpeft to God himfelf. Compare Philip, iv. 18. 

11 («) q. And *we defire .] I can perceive no reafon why our tranflation. 

here puts and inftead of but 3 which is the more ordinary fignificacion of the word q, and feems 
here to be moft pertinent. 

( w ) Twy dujnv cvS'UKVu&au D 0 flew the fame diligence .3 Some think that by 

the fame 3 he means the fame they had fhown formerly. But as the emphafis feems to lie upon 
every one of you 3 it may perhaps be more agreeable to imagine the fenfe to be this, cc I defire 
u that every one of you would fhew the fame diligence which many among you do. 

( x ) r 'wKii£?<poexd.v tF eAcrlcTof ctyei t^Ak*. To the full ajfurance of hope unto the end .] 

By the courfe mention’d in the former verfe a hope was to be obtained according to God’s 
promife, and the more diligent they were in that courfe, the more allured and certain would 
* their hope be. And without this their hope was not likely to hold out unto the end, as our au¬ 
thor was very felicitous it {hould. The firmnels and continuance of our hope depends upon 
our perlevering care and diligence in the difirharge of our duty. Unto the end fignifies to the 
end of our lives . The fame thing is meant here, and Chap, iii, 6. If we hold fafl the confi¬ 
dence, even the rejoicing of hope firm unto the end : and ver, 14. If w.e hold the beginning of our 
confidence fiedfaft unto the end. 

I fee no inconvenience, if we take here to denote the objeft rather than the virtue of 
hope; Thus is it ufed ver, 18. A&s xxviii. 20. Thus Jefus Chrilk is faid to be our hope, 1 Tim. 
i. 1. and to be the hope of glory , Col. i. 27. If this be admitted, the fenfe will be, ct That 
u you may every one of you (how the fame diligence to the end of your lives, that you may 
* c be fully perfuaded, and conftantly own Jefus to be the Chrift, the hope of Ifrael." Thus 
this will fall in with what he fays, Chap, x. 23. t b^ohayUv $ eA tt'kPQ- 

Let us hold fafl the profcfiionoy' our faith without wavering. 

12 (y ) lv<t ftii vod&l yiimcde. That ye be not flothful'] As he had ufed the fame word 
in the beginning of this digreflion, Chap , v, II* it feems probable that there as well as here he 
fpeaks only of feme among them* 

It 
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not flothfui, but followers but imitators of the Gentile converts who 

and he patii°e tkl the through faith and perfeverance inherit the pro- 
3 promifes. For when God mifes ( z ). And that the Gentiles fhould be- 




come 


NOTES. 


It muft be own’d that the difcourfe here and in the feven following verfes, is confiderably 
dark; and therefore the reader is delired to look upon many things chat will be offer’d, as con¬ 
jectural, rather than as interpretations concerning which I pretend to be pofitive. 

( z ) 6 (j.ciKef$v[JLicL{ Khneyvonwloov Tctf t'7ra.yy*\icts, - But 

followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promifes .] Thcfe are generally un- 
derftood of Abraham , the patriarchs, &c. but it feems to me much more likely that hereby 
are meant the Gentile converts to chriilianity. The chief and indeed only argument for 
the former interpretation muft be taken from the mention of Abraham , ver. i 3 — 15. 

of which an account will be given prefently. That which inclines me to the other 
interpretation, is that according to the fcope and coherence of the difcourfe, thefe three 
following descriptions mufi all belong to the fame perfons, They wlo through faith and 
patience inherit the promifes , ver. 11. The heirs of promife y ver. 17. And We who have 
fed for refuge to lay hold of the hcpe fet before us y ver. 18. The fecond of thefe. The heirs of 
promife y is a defcriptron in it felf equally applicable to the patriarchs and to the Gentiles. That- 
*tis applicable to the patriarchs appears by Chap, xi. 9. where Ifaac and Jacob are faid to be 
cvfK\ti£pVQ(JLoi heirs together with Abraham of the fame^i-ow^e. And that it is ulld concern¬ 
ing the Gentiles is very certain. See Eph. iii. 6. Rom. iv. 14. viii. 17, GaL iv. 7. iii 19, Tit . 
iii, 7. I grant therefore that this dcfcription alone would not help us much to determine who 
are fpoken of. But if this is fuppofed to be the defeription of the fame perfons who are fpo- 
ken of in the other two expreilions, they may perhaps determine us to the fenfe I have chofen- 
We who have fed ft refuge to lay hold of the hope fet before us , mud be undtrllood of chriltians, 
and be limited to thofe of our author’s time; and who can they be but the Gentiles ? If St. Paul 9 
as is highly probable, was the writer of this epilfle, nothing can be more likely than that he 
here as the apoftle of the Gentiles joins himfelf with them, and fo (peaks of himfelf together 
with them under the title we , Befides, what he lays in the firfl exprefTion wherein he urges 
the Hebrews to be followers y . or rather imitators, of them who through faith and patience inherit 
the promifes, will perfeftly agree with his manner of writing elll where ; as particularly when 
he fpeaks of God’s provoking the Jews to jealoufy by them that were no people , that is that were 
Gentiles in time pall, and not the people of God,. Atvw.x. 19. and applies the words of Mofes v 
Deut.xxxii.11. to that purpofe ; and again, Chap, xi. 11,. where he fays, That through their. 
[the Jews'] fall falvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them [the Jews ] to ^ealoufy ; 
and ver . 13, 14. Tor ifpeak to you Gentiles, in as much as l am the apofle of the Gentiles, J. 
magnfy mine office : ij by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my fle(b y and 
might fave fame of them . Nothing therefore could be more agreeable, than that in writing to 
the Hebrews he fhould ftir them up to an emulation by the living examples of the Gentile converts 
who were more fledfaft in the chrillian profeflion. And farther, chough the patriarchs.might, 
be called /cMi£cyo//Q/ or crifitKM^OjUo/ heirs or fallow he,rs of the promile, yet it feems tame 
very doubtful whether chey could be faid x.\\)pt)voy.t\v zo inherit- the promtfe ; which feems to 
denote the aftual poIfriTion of the thing promifld, and efpecially the participle of the prefent 
tenfe being here ufed. This may be illuflrated from our own language, wc fay of a pcrlbn 
that he is heir to fuch an cflate, when we mean chat as the neareft relation, or as nominated" 
and defign’d by the proprietor and lord of it, he will fucceed him in the pottelHon ; but we: 
don’t fay that he inherits the eftate, till he is aflually put into the poflelTion of it.. And accord¬ 
ingly I underhand our author to. fpcak of fucK as were a&ually veiled in the poflelliomof the? 

thing; 
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ccme the feed of Abraham, and inherit the 
promifes, we may learn from a moft noble 
prpmife relating to them: for when God 
made that promifc to Abraham, becaufe he 
could fwear by no greater, he fware by him- 
felf ( a ), Saying, Surely ( b ) blejjing I will 
hlefs thee , and multiplying I will multiply 
thee ( c ). And fo after he had patiently in- 

dured, 


made" promife to Abraham* 
becaufe he could fwear by* 
no gr-acer, he fware by 
himfelf, Saying, Surely, 14 
blefiing I will blefs thee, 
and multiplying, I will mul¬ 
tiply thee. And fo after he 15 


NOTES: 

thing promifed ; and therefore though he avoids the exprefs naming of the Gentiles , that he 
might 110c give offence to the Hebrews, yet his expreilion is manifeftly fuch as may well be un- 
derftood to include, and perhaps principally to refpeft them. And by the way, this covert 
manner of fpeaking of the Gentiles , may be one caufe of the obfeurity of this place, as it was 
before of the latter part of the fecond chapter. I will only add, that I don’t any where in the 
new teftament find the word ufed otherwife than as I have fuppofed ’tis herei 

Nor perhaps would our author be confident with himfelf, Ihould he here be thought to fpeak of 
Abraham, &c. as inheriting the promiie. He is faid indeed to have the promifes. Chap, vii. 6. 
<r lypvjei 7ci< Wtiy JeA ia and to be heir of the promife, as was faid before : but that he in¬ 
herited the promifes, or was put into the aftual pofleflion of the things contained in the pro¬ 
mifes was not true, and is denied by our author. Chap . xi. 13. Thefe aU [comprehending Abra¬ 
ham juft before mentioned] died in faith, not having received, [jlv) Aafiovjsf, the promifes, but 
having feen them afar off, and were perfuaded of them , and embraced them . And wr, 39. Thefe 
all having obtained a good report through faith received not, kx. ixAjJLtffetvJo, the promife . 

13 ( a ) He fware by himfelf ] This paffage relates to the promiie that God made upon 
Abraham's offering up his ion ifaac . For it was on that occafion God fpake to him in that 
manner, Gen. xxii. 15, 16. And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the fe¬ 
cond time, and faid. By my felf have I fworn, faith the Lord, that becaufe thou ha/i done this 
thing, and hajl not with-held thy fon, thine only fon , that in blefftng X will blefs thee , &c. 

There is a paffage in Philo, lib. ii. Allegor. legis, p. 98. which fa fo very like this, that I 
think it well deferves the readers notice. 6< God, fays he, well confirm’d the promife by an 
<c oath, and that fuch an oath as became him, For you fee he does not fwear by any other, 
<c for there is nothing better than himfelf, but by himfelf who is beft of all. 

14 (O H fxbjj. Surely .] The Alex . and lome few other copies read here \i ts.hu, and 
Dr. Mills thinks the Vulg . did fo too, becaufe they render it Niff. But as the other copies here 
agree with the verfion of the LXX. and the Hebrew has not EZ]X but D, I fee no need of de¬ 
parting from the common reading. Nor was it uncommon with the Greeks to ufe this exprefli- 
on in fwearing ; though I conceive this rather declares the matter of the oath, than the form 
of it, that being to be taken from the words in Genefis cited under the former note. 

( c ) HvKayZv \\jXoywco 'nr^nBvvav 'zrAnBi/va eel Blefftng I will blefs thee, and multi¬ 
plying I will multiply thee. Two things feem here to deferve our inquiry, 1. To what purpofe 
our author brings in here the mention of this promife made to Abraham . 1. Why he fo curtails 

and fhortens it in his citation. 

As to the firft of thefe ; he feems to me to refer not lo much to the fatisfa&ion, which God 
intended hereby to give to Abraham, as to the latisfaftion of thofe to whom, and in whofe 
time the promiie was to be fulfilled. However certain *cis, that when God fware by himfelf, 

z he 
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had patiently endured, he 
16 obtained the promife, For 


dured, lie obtained that part of the promife 
which related to himfelf perfonally, that blef- 
fing God would blefs him ( d ). And as cer- 1 6. 

tainly 


NOTES. 


he intended to eftablilh Abraham's faith, and to allure him of an event that was to be brought 
about fo many ages after his deceafe, yet that ieems not to be the thing here chiefly defign’d by 
our author. This oath of God relates to Abraham's feed, and fo might be an incouragement to 
them, and a means of confirming their faith, as well as Abraham's . And that our author al¬ 
leges this principally with this view feems pretty plain from ver. 17, 18. I take therefore the 
fenfe of ver. 13, 14. to ft and thus: a I have exhorted you to be imitators of the Gextile con- 
«* verts who through faith and patience do actually inherit the promifes, ver. iz . and you 
u have no reafon to think otherwife of them, if you look into the promife it felf, wherein 
cc they are plainly mention’d. For when God made a promife to Abraham , they were in- 
<c eluded in it, as Abraham's fpiritual feed, and fo the folemn confirmation which God gave. 
* c when he fware by himfelf belongs to his feed among the Gentiles as well as the yews." I 
can’t fee how the fa for , in the beginning of ver . 13. can eafily be accounted for in any other 
way than this. 

2, I come to the other inquiry, why our author curtails the promife in the manner he does.- 
That the reader may be the more fenfible of this r it will be proper to tranferibe the whole, 
promife as fet down in the foremention’d place in Genejis. Surely , in blejftng I will blefs thee , 
and in multiplying I wiU multiply thy feed as the flars of the heaven , and as the fand which is up¬ 
on* the fea Jbore ; and thy feed Jball pojfefs the gate of his enemies ; and in thy feed pall all the nati¬ 
ons of the earth be blejfed. This now is the promife at length : but how very briefly has our au¬ 
thor epitomized it, mentioning no more than this. Surely blejjing I will blefs thee y and multiply¬ 
ing I will multiply thee f Where what is in the Hebrew and in the LXX. I will multiply thy feed r . 
is in our author only X will multiply thee. There can, I think, no variation of copies be pre¬ 
tended as the reafon of his differing thus from the text he cites. Nor do I fufpeft that here was 
any cafual oraiffion through a failure of memory* or the like : but this feems to be done by 
him delignedly. I don’t think the main fenfe, lo far as he goes in his citation, is alter’d : for 
to multiply Abraham mufi. be the fame thing with multiplying his feed. But he had certainly 
fome view in changing the phrafe; nor will it be ealy to imagine any other than that before 
fuggefted. He induftrioufty avoided the mentioning the Gentiles , that he might give the yews< 
as-little offence as polfible; and therefore he forbears to fpeak exprefly of the feed that was 
prpmited to Abraham which was to be from among the Gentiles as well as yews . And this he 
might the more fafely do,, becaufe he was writing to the Hebrews , who were well acquainted 
with the book of Genefis 3 and whofe thoughts would naturally lead them to confider the reft 
of the promile j and fo they might more eafily of their own accord fall in with his defign,, 
than if he had openly and dire&ly avowed and earneftly indeavoured to prels it. It will not. 
be amils for the reader herewith to compare the life Sr. Paul makes of the fame promife. Gal, 
iii. 8, 16, 18. And farther fuppofing that the account is juft which has been before given of 
our author’s ddign in avoiding the exprefs mention of the Gentiles to-whomthe promife related,, 
’tisno wonder that this fhould caufe a great obfeuricyand difficulty in his difeourfe. 

1 ^ ( d ) Koti htm tAdtcerfuiMf** ^ k'7Tctyft\iei<. And Jo afttrhe had patently cr.- 

dured he obtained the promife .] This verfe has teem’d to me to carry as much difficulty in it as- 
any in the context. Had any of the aneient verfions, or MSS. appeared to have read *tco in- 
ftead ofaTftv and fo the fenfe had been, <c That waiting patiently he did not yet [i. e. as h7ig- 
“ as?he lived} obtain the promile or had. any of there-retaining/the* common reading of^ 

'that. 
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that word, appeared to have read o (XdK^vfjina'etCy and the fenfe had been, <f And therefore 
c< he It. e . every one] that patiently endures obtains the promife ; *’ I fay had there been any 
footftccps cf fuch different readings, I fhould have been formerly inclined to fall in with one 
or t’other of them. But as there is a general confenc in the prefent reading, I do not fuggeft 
any alteration. 

It may be proper here, before any thing is faid of the meaning of this verfc, to obferve, 
that let the meaning of it be what it will, it cannot much affecl the context, becaufo they feem 
evidently to be in the righc who fuppofe the whole verfc tj be a parenthefis. There can be 
no doubt of this to him that obferves, that ver. 16. is clofely connected with what he had faid 
before when he firft began to mention the promife. For men verily y fays \\tyftvear by the great¬ 
er. The for here cannot relate to this 15th verfe, but intirely refers to what he had faid 
• ver . 14. Whm Cod made promife to Abraham, becaufe he could fwear by no greater, he fware by 
himfclf frying, ike. fo that the fenfc of the context is intire, if the parenthefis being omitted, 
we join ver. 1.6. ro the end o t vir. 14. 

This being premilcd, let us confider what is the meaning of this 15th verfc. Now there 
are two fenfes fuggefted, which feem both of them to be miitakes. One is what I fuppofe our 
tranilatois aimed at, “ That after Abraham had patiently indured, he obtained the grant of 
<c the piomife.’' But this will by no means fatisfy. For the grant of the promife is fuppofdd 
to be made before he patiently indured, and was indeed the reafon and ground of his patient 
expectation of it. And befides, the promife referr’d to being evidently that made to Abraham 
upon his readinefs to offer his fon Ifaac y what other grant can be intended \ The fame thing 
in efteft had been promifed before, though not with the like confirmation, Gen . xii. 1, 3. But 
this promife, Gen. xxii. 16, &*c. was the lafl made to Abaham y of this kind ; and fo no far¬ 
ther grant is to be fought after it* The other fenfe is, that Abraham had this promife fulfilled 
to him in his life time: and much pains does a learned commentator take to fhew that Aba- 
ham lived to fee the promife fulfilled to him in his pofterity by Keturahy in the fons of ljbmael y 
and in the birth of Jacob and FfaUy concerning whom it was faid to their mother Rebecca be¬ 
fore they were born, Two nations are in thy womby and after whofe birth Abraham lived fifteen 
years. But this interpretation does not well agree with the words of the promife. That in his 
feed Jbould all the nations of the earth be blejfed ; and efpecially if we follow St. PauP s interpreta¬ 
tion of it, Gal. iii. 8. The feripture forefeeing that God would jufttfy the heathen through faith y 
preached before the gofpel unto Abraham, fayingy In thee /ball all nations be blejfed. And if 
St. Paul there cites another promife, ’tis evidently of the fame tenor with this, and the calling 
of the Gentiles mud be underfiood to be contained in it. And it feems hard to make the birth 
of Jacob and Bfau , or even the pofterity he had in I/bmael and the fons of Keturah to be during 
Abraham's life a fulfilling of the promife, fince they then could in probability be but few. And 
yet on the other hand we mud take care fo to explain this verfe, as not to make it contradift what 
is elfevvhcre aflerted, particularly Chap . xi. 13, 39. Nor can I perceive that we can have much 
help from any critical fenfe of the word hmJvyyjiv&Vy as though that were lefs fignificative 
than \tt[xGd.veiv or The interpretation therefore I would offer of this verfe, is that 

our author here follows the diflinftion which St. Paul makes, Gal. iii. 16. To Abraham and his 
feed were the promijes made . And they both are the fubjefts of the promife to which he here re¬ 
fers. The former part of the promife, Surely , blejfmg I will blefs thee relates to Abraham in his 
own perfon : but the latter part. And multiplying 1 will multiply thee concerns the feed of Aba- 
ham y as appears by comparing the account of it in Gene/ts . Our author therefore, however his 
great aim was at the latter part of the promife, which concernM Abraham's fpiritual feed, yet 
here in this parenthefis, doeskin a manner very much to his purpofe take notice of the fulfilment 
of that part of the promife, of which Abraham perfonally confider'd was the fubjett, Blejftng l 
w, U blefs thee \ And fo having patiently indured he obtained the promife y i. e, that part of it which 
belonged to him, according to what wc read concerning him after the making this promife, 
Gen. xxiv. 1. The Lord had ble(Ted Abraham in all things ; and again his fervant fpeaks thus, 
ver. 35. The Lord hath blefied my mafler greatly, and he is become great : and he hath given hm 
fecksy and herds y andjilver 9 and gold , and men-fervants y and maid-fervant s } and catnels y and 

/ ' *]fes. 
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TEXT. 


T ARAT HR ASE 


men verily fwear by the 
greater: and an oath for 
confirmation is to them an 

17 end of all ftrife. Wherein 
God willing more abun¬ 
dantly to lhew unto the 
heirs of promife the immu¬ 
tability of his counfel, con- 

18 firmed it by an oath: That 


tainly will that part of the promife which re¬ 
lates to his feed be fulfilled alfo. For men in¬ 
deed fwear by one greater than thcmfelves,: 
and an oath being the utmoft aflurance they 
can give, ufes to fatisfy and to put an end to 
all conteft and contradi&ion (e ). "Wherefore 
(f) God refolving to give to the heirs of pro¬ 
mile, a higher evidence than his bare promife, 
of the unchangeablenels of his purpofe, inclu¬ 
ded his promife in an oath (g ): That fo by 

thefe 


NOTES. 


ajfes. There is a palTage in yofeplus, Anti quit, lib, 1. c. 14. which I would here take notice 
of, not only becaufe he applies this to Abraham, which cannot feem ftrange, but becaufe he 
ufes almolt our author’s phrafe, AC^gfjLoc ts t iuJ^eufxovtstv iv pioveo Wrw ifa 

•sreovy 4£sa0c3V to inv hid/jo. T«tb (awtoi Kct]ci r to 0s5 (iuhtuT/v v* “ Abraham 

<c was willing to die, leaving what wealth he had got to this his only Son. And this he ob- 
<c taw'd according to the will of God.” And by mentioning this our author not only fuggefted^ 
to the Hebrews an example which they were moft likely to regard, but imply’d too, that the 
like patient induring is expected from his feed in order to their obtaining the other part of the 
promife, the blefting that belonged to them. And as this was done by one part of Abraham's 
Ipiritual feed, the Gentiles, it ought likewife by the other the yews ; and therefore the yews 
ought to be imitators of the GentJes in this refped. He feems to forbear the exprefs mention of 
this upon the account hinted before ; but thar his chief 'aim is at this may reafonably be ima¬ 
gined from the manifeft connection of ver , 13, 14. with ver. 16 . and by his dilating up- 
qn this fubjeft, ver . 1 6, &c. And by the way, if this text is thus underflood, Abraham's ob¬ 
taining the promife may not only refer to the worldly ble/fings God beftowed upon him, but 
to that happinefs to which he was admitted when he left the world. 

16 ( e ) An oath for confirmation is to them an end of all ftrife.] This was efleemed the 
higheft alfurance men could give, nor could any thing farther be expe&ed from them who had 
given this. And as Dr. Whitby obferves, this being fpoken of promifory oaths, fuch may law¬ 
fully be taken by chriflians, only with this provifb, that the thing thus promifed be evidently 
and unqueflionably juft and good in all refpefts, and that it be what is in our own power. 

17 (/) Ep £ . Wherein.'] Theopbylaft has, I think, given the beft fenfe of this, making ic 
equivalent to ftb or tbto. And f© it fhould be rendred Wherefore. Greek writers ufe 
the phrafe in this fenfe, which feems to be moft natural and eafy in this place. Thus the Sy¬ 
riac has rendred it. 

(g) Confirmed it by an oath.] We cannot eafily mifs the fenfe in ge¬ 

neral, it being obvious that our author mult have a refpect to the confirmation which God dc- 
fign’d to give. And Philo's exprefiion concerning this matter fully agrees with this general ' 
account. Eu xj tw q?k(o fcCtuGHTdLs $ \ssr6%i<nv. u He well confirmed his promife with an 
cc oath,” pag. 98. And fb the Vulg. and Caftellio interpofuit jusjurandum , ci interpofed an oath,”- 
do not mifs the fenfe, and that phrafe is very proper Latin. See Livy , lib. xxxiv. c. But , 
hpwever this may hit the fenfe, it feems to make the conftruClion hard, it being not ofttov but 
ofgfi). Our tranflators were not infenfible of this; and therefore have given us this marginal 
reading. He interpofed himfelf by an oath, with which the Italian , French, and Low Dutch tranfla- 

tions 
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TEXT. 



thefe two immutable things, viz. the promife 
and oath of God, by which it was impoflible 
for God to deceive, we Gentiles might have 
ftrong confolation, who have to efcape dan¬ 
ger fled to lay hold of Chrift who is the hope 
propofed to us ( h ). And him, who is our 
hope, we have to be as a fafe and firm an¬ 
chor of our. fouls, he being entred within the 

vail. 


by two immutable things, 
in which it was impoflible 
for * God to lie, we might 
have a ftrong confolation, 
who have flea for refuge to 
lay hold upon the hope fet 
before us: Which hope we 19,. 
have as an anchor of the 
foul, both fure and ftedfaft, 
and which entreth into that 


NOTE s: 

tions do agree. Chryfoftom and other Greek commentators hint this fenle, and talk ftrangely of • 
God’s being a mediator. Beza renders it fde jujjit jure jurando , i. e. <c He undertook for it by 
<c an oath.” But the Syriac , perhaps, has given a better rendring than any of them. It ? 
ufes here the word ttQH which fignifies elle where to Jbut up , as perfons in prifon, ABs xvi. 14. - 
GaL iii. 12, 2 3. Luke iii. 20. or any way to inclofe, as fifties in a net, Luke v. 6. So that the 
fenfe will be, that God •willing more abundantly to few. to the heirs of promife the immutability of 
his counfel included it [i. e. his counfel or his promife] in an oath , placed it as it were in the 
middle of an oath. Nor does the word fiw/JeuW neceflarily refer to the part of a mediator, 
but is ufed concerning things as well as perlons; and lo it may import God’s putting his coun- ■ 
fel or promife in the midft of fomewhat, as. here his. oath, without luppoling r it to be ufed re¬ 
ciprocally to fignify his interpofing himfclf.. 

18 ( h ) Oi Kofjetpuy'svlet eA’Ti/©'. Who have fed for refuge to lay . 

hold upon the hope fet before us.] Our author here Ipeaks in the firft perlbn, WE might have 
ftrong confolation •who have fted y &c. and who are deftgn’d hereby has been already declared in 
\ coniidering the 12th verfe. See note (*}.. All therefore that is farther defign’d in this nore, 
is to inquire what we are to underftand by the hope fet before us. Now there are but two ways ... 
in which this can be underftood. One is that in which *tis commonly taken to denote hope 
the virtue in us. But this feems not at all agreeable. The virtue of hope is internal, where¬ 
as all the metaphors here ufed confider this hope as external. *Tis a hope fet befote us, what 
we fee to y and lay hold upon . And in the next verfe *tis compared to an anchor which holds 
the Ihip, which is not in the lhip ? but is faftened in the earth at lome diftance from it. Bo¬ 
lides, ’tis faid to be the anchor of the foul , which .would be a very improper comparifon, if it 
were hope the virtue, that being in the loul it felf. This ihould rather be compared to bailaft 
than to an anchor. The other therefore feems the truer interpretation, which makes hope 
here to be put for the objeB of hope . But then this may be differently taken, and import either - 
the happintfs which is the matter of our hope, or the perlbn in whom we place our hope. I 
can’t fee how the former can be here well admitted, becaufe of that expreflion, Which entreth 
into that within the vail : for then the fenle would run thus, w We have fled for refuge to lay 
*^hold upon the hope of heaven, which hope of heaven is entred into heaven which is ma* 
nifeftly abfurd. It remains therefore moft probable, that Chrift is here, meant by the hope fet 
before us. And this is very agreeable to feveral places .of the leripture which call him our hope 7 , 
1 Tim. i. 1. ABs xxviii. 20. This will indeed connote the future ftate of happinefs, as Chrift 
is.the perfon by whom we hope to obtain it, £oL i, 27. but ftill it. will be Chrift who is called , 
the hope fee before us.. 
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' ? yi* 


to within the vail. Whither 
the forerunner is for us en¬ 
tred, even . Jefus, made an 
high-priefl for ever after 
the order .of Melchifedec, 


vail (i ). Whither Jefus the forerunner is 
for u$ entred (£), he being made an high- 
prieft for ever after the order of Melcbize- 
dec (/). 


20 . 


<N 0 T E S. 


19 (2) Ktfi e/$ 7^ Tiyv 'tov Kci]a 7 reJct<rfjia]of, And‘which entrefh into 

that within the-vail.] This feems very muth to confirm the interpretation juft given of the 
hope for before us. For he here' fpeaks of it in terms borrowed from the high-priefts under the 
Jaw. I think the words.fhould rather be rendred, And is entred within the vail, as,we have 
rendred e/crnA-d-gp, is entred, in the next verfe. That all the terms are here borrowed from 
the ' law concerning the high-priefts is plain : Lev . xvi. 3. Ovjtof t;ff t .Kivai f jcu Aa,$vv hf tI 
tiyiov. Thus Jball Aaron come into the holy place : And this holy place is thus defbribed in the 
immediately preceding verfe, k/f to diyiov kffcon&v fit Ketlct.'JilcLCfj.e^loi, into the holy place 
within the vail. The high-prieft only entred within the vail, and fince our author is fpeaking 
,of Chrift under that character, it feems mod natural to underftand him here as faying that our 
high-prieft Chrift who is our hope is entred within the vail, that was fignified by the holy of 
holies, heaven it felf. Hardly any tolerable account can be given of his words, unlefs they be 
sconfider’d as carrying in them this allufion, of which he makes frequent mention throughout 
his epiftle. And there was the more reafon perhaps for his doing it here, becaufe he is con- 
fideting Chrift as a prieft after the order of Melchizedec y concerning whom we read of no fuch 
thing : whence the Hebrews might be fuppofed to objed. u Our confidence is in the atone- 
<c menc made once a year by the high-prieft, when he enters into the holy of holies; and that 
€C is of much more importance to us than what is done by a prieft after the order of JH elchize- 
cc decy who had no fuch holy place into which he could enter.” In anfwer to this he let* 
them know, that however this high-prieft of chriftians did not enter into the holy place, whi¬ 
ther the high-priefts undvr the law went; yet he was gone into that which was much more 
noble, and of which the other was but a ftiadow, as he fhews in other places. 

2-0 ( k ) Otb vTif fifLuv hanK&zv Ihcb?. Whither the forerunner is for us entred^ 

even J*fus.~\ Perhaps fome may think this don’t fuit the account given before of our hope’s be¬ 
ing entred within the vail, feeing the fame thing will feem then here to be repeated. Buc 
fuch fhould obferve, that here is no like wife or alfo y or any the like particle to hint to us that 
an intirely different thing is here mentioned. Nay this addition feems moft pertinent, the 
former interpretation being fuppofed ; and that in thefe refpeds, I. That it fpecifies and ex¬ 
prefly names the perfon Jefus who is the hope fet before us, which had not been folly and 
■ clearly done before in the context, and fo was here the more neceffary. 2. He hereby declares 
what fanfluary or holy place within the vail he intended in the foregoing verfe, not that of 
the temple at Jerufalem y but that holy place into which they knew Chrift was afeended. 
3, He hereby affigns another very material difference between the high-prieft’s entring within 
the earthly fanfluary, and Jefus our high-prieft’s entring within the heavenly fanfluary. The 
Aaronical high-priefts did not enter the fanfluary as forerunners of the people, who were ut¬ 
terly debarred an entrance into it at any time, but Jefus is entred for us as a forerunner, and 
who will take care that we fhall coine after him into it. 

( O Jefus made an higb-priejl for ever after the order of Melchizedec.] Our author upon the 
occafion of his mentioning Chrift’s being called by God an high-prieft after the order of Melcbi - \ 
zedec t Chap.v. 10. began his large digreflion, fo having brought his difcourfe round tp that, \ 
he here handfomly ends his digreffion, and immediately proceed* Co the morediftinft conflde- 
ratkm of him as a prieft after that order. 
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CHAP. VII. 1—28. 

CO NT ENT S. 

O UR author here comes to treat direCtly of Melchizedec t 
of whom he had made mention in the laft verfe. of the 
foregoing chapter, as likewife Chap. v. 5,10. and con¬ 
cerning whom he tells them he had many things to fay, and hard 
to be explained j which are, I fuppofe, fet down in this fedtion, 
which evidently contains many things of that nature concerning 
Melchizedec. His aim feems to be to abate the confidence of the 
Hebrews) and to fhew them that they were miftaken in imagining 
that the utmoft perfection belong’d to the priefthood of Jar on, and 
that therefore it was a vain thing for them to expeCt help from any 
high-prieft who was not of his order, as Chrift confefledly was 
not, being not of the fons of Aaron , or of the tribe of Levi^ but 
being of the tribe of Judah. He proves therefore here that their 
own law gave an account of a more noble priefthood than that of 
Aaron , and that it was foretold by the pfalmift, that the Meftlah 
Ihould be an high-prieft of that more excellent order: and he em- 
bellilhes his difcourfe by a great variety of inftances and allegati¬ 
ons, which might very much eftablilh them in their adherence to 
Chrift, and efpecially after he had in fuch tremendous terms re- 
prefented the danger of apoftatizing from him in the foregoing 
chapter. 

‘PARAPHRASE TEXT. 

5* ; T?°R ( ffi) this Melchizedec (after whofe 'C' OR - th ' s Meichifedec 1, 
jj order God calls Chrift an high-prieft) king 0 SalcD1> pn?ft 
' king 

NOTES. 

\ (in') ForJ]' This feems to relate to Chap . v. io. and to introduce the reafon why God 
calls Chiift an high-prieft after the order of Melchizedec , viz. becaufe of the fuperior honour 
and excellency or Melchizedec above the high-priefts under the law, as he goes on to prove. If 
wiy thiok this rather conne&s with the laft verfe of the foregoing chapter, I will not conteft 

* it. 
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Chap. 


of the mod high God, who 
met Abraham returning 
from the (laughter of the 
kings, and blefled him : To 
whom alfo Abraham gave a 
tenth part of all: firft being 
by interpretation king of 
righteoulnefs, and after 


king of Salem, prieft of the moft high God 
(»), who courteoufly met and entertained 
Abraham , when he returned from the (laugh¬ 
ter of the kings, and blefled him; to whom 2 
alfo Abraham gave a tenth part of all the 
fpoils he had taken in the war ( 0): being 
firft king of righteoufnefs, or a righteous 
king, according to the lignification of his 
name Melchizedec (p), and after that alfo 


NOTES.. 


it. Only I think the chief thing he mult then be underftood to refer to is the word for ever . 
And thus he here proves, provided we follow the fenfe of our tranflators, which feems non. 
very certain, that Chrift is made a prieji for ever after the order of Melchizedec, becaufe this 
Melchizedec abideth a prieft continual!) , ver, 3. for lo far, even to the end of the fentence, muft 
we then go for his proof. 

(w) -th 0 i« Prieji of the moft high Cod .3 This is exprefly taken notice of in 

the Ihort hiftory we have of this ptrfon, Gem xiv. 18-n. And though the word m 

there ufed Agnifies lometimes a prince ; yet the Jews are very unreafonable in affixing chis 
fenfe to it in that place, Ance they, many of them, acknowledge that it Agnifies a prieji , Pftsl. 
cx. 4. As our author’s deAgn is to magnify the priefthood of our Saviour after the order of 
Melchizedec , in order thereto he Ihews the greatnefs and excellency of Melchizedec s priefthood ; 
and with this view he joins the regal and prieflly offices, which both concurr’d in Melchizedec , 
whereas the prieflly only belong’d to Aaron and his Ions. Thus to fet out the dignity of chrifti- 
ans, they are faid to be a royal prieJihood y 1 Pet. ii. 9. And Chrifl is faid to have made us> 
kings and priejis to his God and Father, Rev. 1. 6. I am inclined to think our author had yen 
a farther aim in fpeaking of Melchizedec as prieft of the moft high God, viz. 1. To put the He¬ 
brews in mind of the priority and greater antiquity of his priefthood. He was a prieft of the 
moft high God feveral ages before the priefthood of Aaron was appointed, z. He feems to give 
them occafion to conlider with reference to whom he was prieft of the moft high God ; it was^ 
not for one Angle people, as Aaron and his Ions were high-priefts for Ifrael \ but he was a prieft: 
in a larger extent, a prieft as it were to the whole w’orld, being authorized to att as fuch, and 
to blels (as that belong’d to the prieft’s office) not onl y Abraham y the root and head of than 
people for whom the legal high-preifts were appointed, but to difeharge his office in the place 
where he lived, /. e . among Gentiles ; for fuch they were among whom he lived, and over whom 
he reigned. This marvelloufly fuits our great high-prieft who a&s as an high-pried for all than 
believe in him without diftinftion, whether they are yews or Gentiles. Tnc nice care our au¬ 
thor rook to avoid giving offence to the Hebrews , will account for his not mentioning this ex- 
prefly, fuppoAng that he aimed at it- 

z ( 0 ) I) J'sxa'tmj' ‘izdv'Tcov IfJLietfcv To whom alfo Abraham gave a tenth 

part of aU.~] Not of all that Abraham poflefled, but only of the fpoils which he had taken from 
his enemies, as ’cis clearly explained ver. 4. And fo Jofephus explains it only of the tenth of 
-the fpoils, Antiq. lib. i. c. 11. p. 18. 

(/> ) n^Tor fz (i&cntevi tPjKctloirdvYK, Firft being by interpretation king of ■' 

righteoufnefs .] This is the meaning of his name Melchizedec . It was agreeable to the Hebrews 
thus, to take notice of the Agnification of names,. Thus Jofephus in the place juft now cited 

fays^. 
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•PAR AT HR ASK TEXT. 

king Of Salem, that,U king of peace ( ? ), J"| * 

was without any prieftly defeent either by his Without father, without 3 

father or mother’s hde ( r ) 3 having not any mother, without defeent, 

end at all of his days or life .(/). But 

made 

NOTE S. 

Tays, that Melchizedec fignifies a righteous king, as he certainly was, and therefore was ho- 
- <c noured to be the prieft of the molt, high Goq.” And fince God intended him to be (I will 
noGfay a type of Chrift, though I think I very juflly might) a pattern to whom Chrift in his 
priefthood ftiould be conform'd, I can perceive no abfurdity in fuppofing that there might be 
lome fpecial direction of providence in fixing his name. And fuch as fucceeded him in his re¬ 
gal, but not in his prieftly office, feem to have retained the termination of his name zedec, 
which fignifies righteoufnefs, when they had loft the thing ; as we read Jofbua x. I. of Adoni- 
Zedec, which name is of much the fame import with Melchizedec, and who moft probably reign- 
* ed in the fame place. 

( y) E > 7 reilcio>$(Zx<riteOfZcL\n(jL' o (Za<r/tevf ktfSvuf. And.after that alfo king of 
Salem, (which is king, of peace .] As I produced before Jofephus agreeing with our author in his 
\glofs upon the name Melckizedec , fo here we have Philo agreeing with that before us, Lib. iu 
AUegor. leg. p. 75. cc God made Melchizedec, the king of peace, or Salem, (for lo is it intefpre- 

ted ) his prieft.” Their opinion feems moft probable, who make this Salem to be the fame 
with Jerufalem, We find it called Salem long after this time, Pfal, ixxvi. 2. Compare alfo 
ffofhua x. j, &c. And yofephus alfo makes .Salem to be the fame with yerufalem, in the place 
before cited. 

3 (*) \ 7 rd,Ta$j £is.riT 6 )$, etysvectXoytfl©'. Without father, without mother, without de- 
/ cent .] The common interpretation of thefe expreftions is, that nothing is recorded in the 
book of Genejis, or any where elfe, of his father or mother, or his pedigree ; to which 1 think 
fholild be added, that this is to be underOood concerning his priefthood; that is, that we find 
not that he was of a prieftly race either by his father or his mother’s fide, and fo had no prieftly 
defeent or pedigree. And indeed, fince our author’s defign is to run a fort of parallel between 
Melchizedec and Chrift, this feems abfolutely neccflary. For thefe things are in no refpeCt true 
concerning Chrift ; who with refpeCt to his divine nature was not without father, being the 
S:n of God, and with refpeft to his human nature had the virgin Mary to be his mother, and 
whofe genealogy we have delivered to us k in the gofpel. But this is certain, that he had no 
prieftly defeent as to either nature, and fo obtained not this office by virtue of it. And our 
author feems to explain what he here fays to this very purpofe, when heTays, ver. 6. But he 
whofe defeent is not counted from them, [the fons of Levi] received tithes , &c. Nor am I able 
to go any farther, or to offer any thing farther, if this does not fatisfy ; but fhould be glad of 
.Wore light by the help of others. 

(/) Mats ttf%nv (jcyit£ Ifootif rihof kyjov* Having neither beginning of days nor end 

,of life .] If the opinion which has prevailed among the yewifi writers, and has been embraced 
by many chrift ians were certain, that this Melchizedec was Shem, it would flatly contradict 
our author, or at leaft our tranfiation. For Gen. xi. 10. allures us at what time Shem was 
born, viz. ninety eight years before the flood, and when he died, viz . five hundred and two 
years after the flood. Befidcs, the Mofaic hiftory would not then be filent as to his father and 
his defeent. But to fay the truth, I very much doubt of the exaCtnefs of our tranfiation, though 
perhaps I may not be able to mend it. No one who fuppofes Melchizedec to be a man, will 
imaging that abfolutely fpeaking he had no beginning of days ; and therefore this ufes to be li¬ 
mited tp the beginning of the days of his priejlhood , But this alfo feems to me too much: for 



H EB R E W & 


TEXT. 


T AR AT HR ASE. 


1*119? 

Chap. VIlT 


but made like unto the Son 
of God, abideth a prieft 
4 continually. Now confi- 
der how great - this man 
cj fat, unto whom even the 
patriarch Abraham gave the 
1 tenth of the fpoils. And 
verily they that are of the 
fons of Levi, who receive 
the -office of the priefthood^ 


made like unto the Son of God, Jefus Chrift, 
who abideth a prieft continually (?). Now 
obferve how great this Melcbizedec was, to 
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the fpoils he had taken in the war* 
And indeed the tribe of Levi-, to whom the 
office of the priefthood was committed ( u ), 


are 


NO TE S. 


as in the next claufe with an adverfative particle he adds, but made lifo unto the Stn of God 2 •. 
be abideth a prieft continually y he feems to me only to fpeak of the continuance of his priefthood 
after it was begun. Nor would it be proper to fay, that he was made like to the Son of God, - 
in not having a beginning of the days of his priefthood, becaufe we certainly know when the 
days of Chrift’s priefthood began, viz. upon his refurredion. • See Chap. v. 6. I will venture 
here to offer my conjedure ; and the rather that I may put others upon the fearch, being very: 
deftrous of fome better folution than what I propofe. Suppofe then we fhould underhand ■■ 
dfxw t0 be adverbially, as every one knows it fometimes is, fignifying prorfuSy planey 
cvinino \ and lo fhould render the words thus. Having plainly neither an end of days , nor of life . ' 
This will free the words from the objedion juft mentioned : for thus Melchize'decy of the end of 
the days of whofe priefthood, or of the end of whole prieftly life the feripture is wholly fflent,^ 
will well anfwer to our Lord Jefus Chrift, who being once vefted in his office, is a prieft for ■ 
ever, or after the power of an endlefs life. It may perhaps feem ftrange that both expreffions, 
days and life fhould be ufed, fince they are tantamount in this cafe. But I think that may ^ 
eaiily be accounted for by the ftile of the Hebrews to whom this epiftle was written, to whom 
fuch a variety of expreffion was agreeable. An inftance of this we have very much to our 7 
purpofe, PfaL xxxiv. 13. where the runs thus. Who is the man who deftres life, and ; 

leveth days, that he may fee good ? Compare Ecclef. vi. lz. 

(/) A<pa(j.otc0(xii'i& ttJ do! .re n'wet isfedf uc eT/wvexef. But made like unto-the'* 

Son of God y abideth a prieft continually.'] It cannot but feem- ftrange that our author fhould * 
fpeak of Melcbizedec as ftill continuing to be a prieft. I cannot therefore but think that this - s 
may be here avoided ; and that we may do it without any great difficulty by fuppofing there is 
an ellipfTs of the fubjundive article of, and that the words fhould then be thus rend red. But made ' 
like unto the Son oj God y who [the Son of God] abideth a prieft continually. It feems moft natu¬ 
ral to think rhis great thing fhould be alferred concerning the Son of God, -in whom it was li¬ 
terally and exadly true, rather than of him who was only made in fbme fmall circumftance to 
be a fhadow and refemblance of it. The firft chapter of the Revelation will furnifh us with fe- ‘ 
veral the like ellipfes j ver. 5. Kct/ Incra Xeur«, 0 fidfjvc 0 'sr/rof, t. e.' of o£i 0 
So again, ver. 6 . Kul iTotwrer is put for of xj i'jro'purzy. And this beft accounts as I think v 
for the conftrudion of ver. 4. Xtte*( v(juv x} 4 /fm'w W n 0 cov x.A. i. e. 0 =? of inv 0 <yV. 

If this conftrudion be allowed, there will be a neceflity of fupplying the verb fubftantive nv at 
the beginning of this third verfe, there being nothing more frequent than the omiflion of it in 1 
all authors. 

5 ( «■) K cti ot Jx cy* if&y A«vi, r ligcflti'XV - And verily they that are of 

tlx fins o/ Levi, who receive the office of the priefthood .] , I don’t think that Aaron and his fons 
who were in the ftrideft and moft proper fenfe priefts, are here intended : but the fons of Levi - 
feem to mean in general the tribe of Levi. ■ My reafoiis for this - are, becaufe the tithing of the 
people was not committed to Aaron and his- family, but to the Levites in general, who-gave to -■* 
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are impowered' by the law to take tithes of 
the people, that is of their brethren (w ), 
though they come out of the loins of Abra¬ 
ham ( w ). But Melchizedec who defcended 
not from them, received tithes of Abraham , 

and 


have a commandment to. 
take tithes of the people ac¬ 
cording to the law, that is, 
of their brethren, though 
they come out of the loyns 
of Abraham : But he whole 6 
defcent is not counted from 
them, received tithes of 


NOTES. 

5 

the priefts a tithe out of their tithe. See Numb, xviii. 14-30. Heh, x. 37, 38* And there¬ 

fore air author’s exprdfton would hardly be proper if it were underftood ftri&ly of the priefts. 
Again this feems determined to be the meaning of the place, by vet. 19. where ’tis faid that 
Levi [not Aaron] who received tithes , paid tithes in Abraham. If it be inquired, how did the * 
tribe of Levi receive the pnefihood ; the anfwer is ealy from fop. xviii. 7. The Levites have not 
part amo/ig yen j for the priehhood of the Lord is their inheritance . 

( w ) i 1 vi-jkVm 'isTofiKctJut 1 t Aat&v xj 1 *r V0/U.0V, Taler# tbj dvffl. Have 

a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law , that is of their brethren . A 
learned commentator would have that daufe, according to the law , refer not to the havtng a 
commandment to take tithes , but to the people , and the fenfe to be of the people who are under 
the Mofiaic law . Nor would this interpretation have been difagreeable, provided he had con¬ 
firm’d it by lorne parallel inftances of that ufe of k <£[&; but till they appear, this muft be join’d . 
with the other part of the fencence, and what is added, that is of their brethren , is an explica¬ 
tion only of the word people. . It may, perhaps farther deferve confederation, whether it be fo 
proper to render the word cvJoaLu) commandment rather than permifjton. In this latter fenfe it 
feems ufed John x. 18. This commandment [/. e . this permiffton y or power of laying down my 
life and taking it again] have I received of my father. And the fame may be confirmed by- 
comparing Matth . xix. 7, 8. and Mark x. 4, 5. In the former we read thus, They fay unto him y 
Why did Mofes,*£«j command to give a writing of divorcement , and to put her away ? F.v(]&\olI<> 
here is exprefled in Mark by Mofes fuffer’d to write a bill of divorcement , and to put 

her away. Again in our Lord’s anfwer, what Mark exprelfes thus, For the hardnefs of your - 
heart he wrote you this precept, r t av]\jjj 3 is thus related by Matthew , Mofes, becaufc 

of the hardnefs of your hearts fuffered you ; \'7r'vr%i\<iv vpivy to put away your wives , &c. Our 
author does not fpeak of any commandment chat Melchizedec had to require tithes of Abraham y 
and therefore he may the rather be thought in his companion to refer to the permiflion granted 
to the Levites. 

( x ) KoJtt?? l^^n\v 6 o 7 ztc etc $ b<T<pv©~ ACgyelf/.*. Although they come out of the loyns of 
Abraham.] Our author’s defign is to magnify the priefthood of Melchizedec ; in order where- 
unto he magnifies the dignity of the Levitical priefthood, and then fhows that the other of 
Melchizedec was to be preferr’d to it. And thus ftands his argument : ct It was a great honour 

conterr d on the Levitical priefthood, that they were impower’d to receive tithes of the 
<c whole nation who were their brethren ; and this honour appears yet the greater, when ’tis 
<c confider d that thefe their brethren came out of the loyns of Abraham , the friend of God, 
<c for whom and whofe pofterity God had a particular regal’d, as appears by his promiles; and 
cc who therefore it might be expe&ed Ihould be exempted from.fuch a burden: but Melchizedec 
cc appears to have had yet a much more honourable priefthood, becaufe he received tithes of 
cc one who was not of his brethren, even of Abraham himfeif (which fhows him to be great- 
<c er chan Abraham ')^and with a pritftly authority blefled him \ and hereby in efteft he received- 
fi< tithes of Abraham s pofterity, even of Levi y and that tribe that defeended from him.” This 
gives a facisfaftory accpunc of the word although^ which at fifft reading feems obfeure. 
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Abraham, and bleffed him 

7 that had the promifes. And 
without all contradi&ion, 
the left is blefled of the bet- 

8 ter* And here men that 
die receive tithes: but there 
he receiveth them, of whom 
it is witnefied that he liveth. 

9 And as I may fo fay, Levi 
alio who receiveth tithes, 


and by virtue of his office as prieft of the raoft 
high God, blefled Abraham to whom the 
promiles were made. And without all dit 
pute the lefs is blefled of the better. And 
here among the Jews the Levites who receive 
the tithes are dying men, but there he re¬ 
ceived them of whofe death we read nothing, 
it being only attefted that he lived (7), 
And if I may ufe the expreffion ( z ), Levi> 
and confequently the tribe which descended 
from him, to whom the tithes were given, 

payed 


7 - 

8 . 



NOTES. 


3 (y) Exrt q, JiTi £h. But there he receiveth thern y of whom it is witnef - 

fed that he liveth. The adverbs 2 and £jch, generally, if not conftantly, are to be under- 
ftood of fome place , and therefore it feems moft agreeable to underftand the text thus, <c Here 
€< among the JJevjs the Levites who receive the tithes are dying men, wJio fucceed one ano- 
<c ther in their office ; biic-tfar* where Melchizedec met Abraham , he received tithes of whom 
fC *tis witnefled that he liveth.” A very ingenious author has given thefe words a different 
turn ; u Here men that die receive tithes [i. e . are priefts, as the tithes belonged to the prieflsj 
t£ but there [ viz.* within the vail where Jefus is entred, Chap . vi. 19, 20.] he [Chrift] b, of 
€t whom it is witnefled that he liveth.” The words receiveth them are not in the latter claufe, 
but are fupplied by our tranflators ; and therefore he thinks he may as well fupply is y as 
Act/t/Ctfrei, receiveth tithes . But from the following verfes it appears that our author 
b ftill comparing the Levitieal priefthood with that of Melchizedec , and therefore that interpre¬ 
tation, which looks forced, will not eafily be admitted ; especially confidering that it does not 
remove the difficulty for the fake of which it is principally intended. For could we evade it 
in this verfe, yet the fame thing,or tantamount to this will remain averted, ver. 3. where Melchi- 
zedecis faid not to have had any end oflife. I cannot therefore fee that any better account is 
yet given of the words than that which has been commonly received, that Melchizedec received 
the tithes of whofe death the feripture is wholly filent, the only thing it witnefTcs of him, be¬ 
ing that he lived, that there was fuch a prieft in the days of Abraham . Nor do I think that 
this witnefs concerning him is fo properly to be taken from Pfal. cx. 4. as from the hiftory of 
Gevefis. At lead thole words, Thou art apriejl for ever y belong intircly to Chrift, and can be 
no proof of the continued life of Melchizedec ; though after the order of Melchizedec is a proof 
that fuch a perfon there once was, from whom this order received its denomination. I can*t 
fay that I have got the key of this difeourfe, or that my account gives me an intire fatisfaftiou. 

I offer the reader the beft fenfe I could meet with. 

9(1) Keti W©- h'TTtiV* And as I may fo fay."\ The expreffion he ufes concerning 
Levi's paying tithes, before he was born, and reckoning him to do it in Abraham , being fbme- 
what harfh and improper, he does by thefe words foften it, and they were commonly ufed by 
the Greeks in like manner, juft as the Latines ufed, at ita dicam . See Grotius upon the place ; 
and to the authors quoted by him may be added Polybius , in whom Kaphelius refers to a great 
many paffages to the fame purpofe. 
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payed tithes in Abraham. For as Levi was 
riot born tilt a long time after MelchizedeC 
iriet Abraham, he could' then have no other 
exiftencfl than what he had in the loyns of 
Abraham . • If therefore perfection were by 
the Levitt cal priefthood ( a ), (For concern¬ 
ing that priefthood the people of the Jews 
had a law given them) (Z>), what farther 

occa- 


payfcd tithes in Abraham. 
For he was yfet in the loyns io 
of hii fathfef when Melchi- 
zedec iict" him. If there* 11 
fore pterfb&i6h were by the 
Levitical priefthood, ( ft> r ‘ 
under it the people received 
the law) what farther need 


notes. 


ii (a ) t/ fi 3 V t thiiuctf fict f AcviT/XHf Ufwvvtif wr. if therefore perfeHion were hy 
the Levitical priefthood.] There are tufp ftrifes in which the word we render pevjeHion may be 
taken. The one is, that wherein our tranflators feem to have underftood it, as lignifying the 
fame with Ti\Ho]nf y Chap. vi. i. The perfeHion fpoken of this way will relate to perfons, 
and import that the Levitical priefthood did not* as he fays of the law, Chap. x. i. wake the 
earners thereto perfeft, or Chap. ix. 9 * could net make him-that did the /erwVe perfeft, as pertain¬ 
ing to the confcience 7 i. e. could not afford the yews a perfefl abfoiution from all guilt, or intire- 
ly free them from the burdenfome fenfe of it in their own confcienccs. It freed them from le¬ 
gal defilements, but not from crimes of an enormous nature. This fenfe appears agreeable 
enough to our author’s difeourfe in other parts of his epiftle* But the Word t being 
only ufed once more in the new teftamentj it may not be amifi to confidcr in what fenfe ’tis 
there taken. Now there it plainly fignifies a fulfilment cf lomewhat fpoken before; and ac¬ 
cordingly our tranflation renders it, There fiatt be a performance of thofe things which were told 
her from the Lord y Luke i.45. This fenfe will fuit the place equally with the other. <c If a 
4C full accomplifhmenc of the things promifed had been made by the Levitical priefthood, there 
<c would have been no need of any other priefthood to come after it.” The difference is not 
very material, and the reader is left to take his choice. 

(b) OAddf^e^r’ eivj if rerojusOtTifJo* For under it the people received the law.] If we re¬ 
tain this reiidring, with which moft translations agree, it will be neceflary to follow the Alex. 
and fome few other MSS. which read iir* etvjiif. But if we keep to the common reading, 
which is perhaps the beft, this parenthefis muft then be thus turn’d : Ftn m concerning it fthc Levt- 
tical priefthood] the people received a law* The office of the priefthood, the family that was to 
officiate in it, and all the particular fervices that belong’d to it, were cxaftly deliver’d in the 
law of Mofes ; and to the prieftt were the people referr’d. Mai. ii. 7. The pnefts lips Jlould keep 
knowledge , and they Jbould feek the law at his mouth : for he is the mejfenger of the Lord ofhofts . 
And that their authority was great we may fee by Deut. xvik 8 - 11. xxiv. 8. and many 

other places. The common reading taken in the manner before expreffed feems much more 
appofite to our author’s purpofe than the fenfe our tranflation, and the aforefaid MSS. give it* 
For what did it fignify under whom, or under what priefthood, the law was given, in order 
to prove that perfection was not by the Levitical priefthood ? If any part of the law was given, 
not under, but before the Levitical priefthood, as for inftance, the law of the paflover, it did 
not upon that account imply perfeHion . But the allegation is moft pertinent and ftrong the 
other way. For our author then fuppofcs that every rightful priefthood muft have feme peeuli- 
ardaw to authorize and eflablifh it, chap , v. 4—6. and he here afTerts that fuch a law indeed 
there was for that priefthood, as he again brings in the mention of it, ver. 16. where he fays 
Chrift was not made a prieft after the law of 4 carnal commandment , viz, as the Levitical priefts 

were ; 
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was there that another prieft 
fhould rife after the order 
of Melchifedec, and not be 
called after the order of 
i s Aaron ? For the priefthood 
being changed, there is 
made of neccflky a change 

13 alfo of the law. For he of 
whom thcfe things are fpo- 
ken, pertaineth to another 
tribe, of whieh no man 
gave attendance at the al- 

14 tar. For it is evident that 
our Lord fprang out of Juda; 


paraphrase: 


occafion could there be that another prieft 
fhould arife after the order of Melcbizedec , 
and who fhould not be called a prieft after the 
order of Aaron? For the priefthood being al- i-*.. 
ter’d, there muft of neceflity be an alteration 
alfo of that law that appointed it. And that 1 j. 
an alteration is indeed made of the priefthood 
is certain, becaufe Chrift who is declared to 
be a prieft after the order of Melcbizedec, 
was not of the fame tribe with Aaron , but of 
another, to none of which it was allowed by 
the law, to minifter at the altar, or perform 
any prieftly functions. For ’tis unqueftionable 14< 
that our Lord was of the tribe of Judah (c), 

of 

NOTES. 


were ; and this commandment concerning the Levitical priefthood he fpeaks of as difanulled, 
tw, 18. and again, ver. z8. he fpeaks of the law as making men high-priefts who have in- 
£rmity. Now nothing can be more clear and ftrong than his reafoning here ; <c If perfection 
4C were by the Levitical priefthood, which was appointed by a peculiar law concerning ir, 
44 there would have been no occafion at all for any priefthood of another kind, but the law and 
“ the priefthood would have continued unchangeably the fame. But it is evident by PfaL cz« 
44 char there was to be another prieft who was to be of a different order from thofe priefts: 
44 whence, it neceilarily follows, that his priefthood muft likewife have a peculiar law to efta- 
<c blifhit, and that that law which confined the priefthood to the tribe of Levi, and to the fa- 
44 mily of Aaron , muft be changed.” The careful reading of the eight following verfes will 
probably fatisfy any one that our author's argument here is thus to be underftood. 

14(c) rityJ'nhov 077 USa avat'^taKyliv o xJe*© - F or it is evident that our 

Lordfpravg out of Judah.] The connection of the difeourfe ought here carefully to be obferved. 
What our author undertakes to prove is, that perfeftion was not by the Levitical priefthood ; and 
his. argument is, that if perfection had been by that, there would nave been no occafion for any 
other priefthood, ver, 11. This he proves was not true, becaufc a change is certainly made of 
the priefthood, and confequently of the law concerning it, ver. 1 1, And this he confirms bjr 
two reafons, 1. Becaufe Chrift who was the prieft fpoken of, was not of the tribe of Levi , but 
of yudaby ver. 13, 14. And, t, Becaufe he is defcribed as a prieft of quite different circum- 
ftances from thofe legal priefts, ver. 15—17. The former of thefe reafons he lays down in 
more general terms, ver, 13. averting only that Chrift belonged to a tribe of which no one 
gave attendance at the altar, that is, no one could be a prieft according to the law of the Levi¬ 
tical pnetihood. And here ver, 14. he confirms his reafon, by alleging that he was of the 
tribe of Judah \ of which tribe Mofes fpake nothin? concerning priefthood. The many firs 
with which he connects the verfes are thus clear and eafy. 

Interpreters take no notice of any difference between totsfnKov here, .and xctJet/wAw ia the 
next verfe, but feetn to make them intirely the fame. Perhaps they may be in the righu 
though I have been .apt to fufped other wife, and that the prepofition may here^ as well as in 
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of which Mofes makes not the leaft mention 
as having the priefthood belonging to it. And 
*tis yet farther evident by ‘Pfal. cx. ( d), that 
(e ) after the likenefs of Melchizedec (/) 
there arifeth another pried, who is made a 
pried* not according to the law of Mofes , the 
commands of which were of a carnal nature, 
and in appointing the priedhood confider’d 
men as carnal ana mortal, and therefore pro¬ 
vided a fucceflion in the office (g); but ac¬ 
cording 


of which tribe Mofes Ipake 
nothing concerning prieft- 
hood. And ic is yet far if 
more evident: for that after 
the fimilitude of Melchife- 
dec there arifeth another 
prieft, Who is made,, not af- 1 6 
ter the law of a carnal com- 


NOTES L 


tt 


tc 
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many other compofitions, retain its proper fignification before . So ic does in the worth 
aB&euyMm a wr. 18. and in many other words; and particularly in <o^JV)ASt. Nay, our. 
own tranllators have thus rightly render’d the word 48(/JVfA©~, i Tim . v. 24, 25. If we ad¬ 
mit this, our author appeals to what was not only certain in it {elf, but by the Jews always, 
own’d and acknowledged as fuch, that Chrift was to be of the tribe of Judab y and of the li¬ 
neage of David , according to the old prophecies. The only objection againft this feems to be 
his-ufingthe.preter-perfeft tenfe dvenijethM, But Grammarians observe that that, is Ibme- 
times uled for the prelent : and thus bur tranllators feveral times tranflate \h{)hvba as though 
it were the prefent tenfe, 1 am come . So Jfocrates y in the beginning of his Oratio ad Demon• 
IW 3 fJLiyWw <f/etpo££.V t/A»p*07, (r. e . Aet/z/Jetrscr/) ov t •a&c a aahAh* 0vvn$eieti{i- 

15 ( d)j Kati 'srse*<vb 7 (£fir It 1 KcLTcL<Pnh.QV tr/r. And it. is yet far. more evident ] What is 
here laid, is to be confider’d as a proof of' the aflertion at ver. 12. That the priefthood, and 
confequently the law concerning it* is changed,. And the argument Hands thus: <c Chrift is 
actually Ipoken of as a prieft, but his priefthood is deferibed in fuch terms as will .not fit the 
legal pricfls. He is faid to be of another order, and to be. the perpetual manager of the 
office without any to fuccecd him in it. 

(* ) E/. For.] The word muft he taken to fignify tbat y or becaufe. See Dr. Whitby on. 
the place and the notes on Phil. iji. m. 

(/) Ketl& $ oixot'oTHTd. Ms A v/tfgJ'ijt. After the fimilitude of Melchifedec.] This (hows in 
what fenfe the word order , lb often ufed before and afterwards in this matter, is to be 

underftood. There was no fuch order of men to manage the Mekbifedecbian priefthood, as 
there was for the Aaronical^ wherein one fucceeded another. This is contrary to the whole 
fh ain of our author’s difcourlc.. Nor can our Lord be confider’d as fucceeding MeJchifedec in 
his priefthood. All that is meant is,, that there was a great refemblance in the priefthood of 
thefe two. See ver, 3. And fuch a refemblance there was in many refpefts. The prieftly 
and kingly offices were joined together in both; they neither of them came by the prieftly 
office, as being defeended from any in that office nor had they either of them any to fucceed 
them therein ; befides other things that might be mentioned. Whence the Syriac ules the fame 
word HHlOn, which Cigntfics fimilitude, not only here,.but in^rendring of T*%ts order alfo. 

*6 ( g) Of * xj* vbfxoy ivTohtif ffafKiKtif yiyovev. Wb&is made not afterAbe Jaw of a car¬ 
nal-commandment.] The fenfe is, who is made a prieft not according to the law of Mofet y the 
commands of which were of a carnal, nature; and particularly, the law. that appointed the 

S riefthood was carnal y becaufe it confider’d thole whom it made priefta as d welling in. mortal 
*lh; and therefore prescribed a fLiccefUon of them one after another. Chrift v/aa not a pried 

: * . o£ 
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mandmcnt, but after the cording to that power and ability that he has 

» 7 StaThe °teftifieth" Thou «r e ; perpetually to execute the office himfelf, by 
a prieft for ever after the or- reaioii of his endlcfs or indifloluble life. For * 7 * 
i8der of Meichifodec. For God teftifies by the pfalmift, T bou art a 

of the commandment going pt'lCjt fOK CVCf ClptCT th.C 0yd6r Oj McichlZCuCC* 

before, for the weakneS Yot (Jj\ there is an abrogation of the former i8 * 

I90f d For r t°het^ n m f adfno; commandment concerning the Levitical prieft- 
thing perfod, but the bring- hood upon the account of the wcaknefs and 

b" 6 *"whichwe^rawnidi unprofitablenefs of it (for the law made no- l 9 * 
ro unto God. And in as much thing perfect) but there is a bringing in of a 
as not without an oath better hope by a more perfect prieft, by rea- 

11 ie wa ‘ mi,de ^ For fon of which we chriftians draw nigh to God. 

And in as much as he was not made a prieft 20. 
without an oath (i ), wherein his cafe differs 21. 

from 


NOTES. 


of this nature, that is, He was not appointed a prieft only for fo fhort a time as mens lives are. 
The oppofition in the nexc part of the verfe fecures us, that this in the general is our author’s 
aim ; But after the power of an endlefs [or indifloluble] life. He is made a prieft who by rca- 
fon of his never dying can always himfblf execute his office, and needs no one to fucceed him- 
in it. 

18, ip ( h ) The true conftrudion of rhefe vcifes feems to have been wholly miftaken by 
all commencators. That claufe in the beginning of the 19th verfe they join with the reft of 
it, and imagine the oppofition to lie between the two parts of the verfe. Thus our tranflati- 
on, Tf e law made nothing perfeH, but the bringing in of a better hope did, where they fupply the 
word did) meaning that it made things perfed, but the firft claufe of that verfe is manifeftly 
brought in by way of illuftration. He had fa id that there was a difanuliing of the commonA- 
merit [viz. concerning the levitical priefthood] going before y for the weaknefs or unprofitablenef* 
§f it. Now to clear and confirm this wcaknefs or unprofitablenefs of that particular law con¬ 
cerning the priefthood, he inferts a general aflertion concerning the law', That the law made 
nothing perfeH ; and if it made nothing perfed, it could not make the priefthood fo, or confer 
thofe advantages which were to be expeded by the office. This claufe therefore being of fuck 
a nature, it ought manifeftly to be read'in a parenthefis as in the paraphrafe. And then the 
tiStrii<nc l x, and the iire/actyeoyii jj appear to be exadly placed according to the Greek ufage, and 
fb the only fupply needful in the 19th verfe is to underftand the word ylv&Ttu to be repeated,, 
and leaving out the parenthefis, the fenfe ftands thus, There is verily a difanuliing of the com¬ 
mandment going before for the weaknefs and unprofitablenefs of it \ but there is a bringing in of ct 
better hope . By hope here I underftand Chrift, as I did in the latter end of the foregoing chap¬ 
ter, and that the rather becaufo of what is added v By which [tope] we draw nigh to God- 
Compare, ver. 15. and many other places.. 

10 ( o Kai xctfi’ offov H ofKVfJLQrldf, And in as muds as not without an oath he was- 

made priejl.~\ Our tranflation has very juflly fiipplied the fenfe- by adding, he was made priefiy. 
and this yiyonv is to be fetched from ver. 1 1 ^, And as it defervedly reads vrr. 1 1 .. 

iaa parenthefis, this-ftands connected with w. it. 

ncn 
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TEXT. 

thpfc prieAs were made 
without an oath; but thja 
with an oath, by him that 
(aid unto him, The Lord 
fwarc and will not repent. 
Thou art a prieft for cv.er 
after the order of Melchife- 
dec) By fo much was Je-ti 
fus made a furety of a bet¬ 
ter ccftament. And they z ; 
truly were many priefts. 


zz ( k ) Kctjat TopuTov yiyop^v ZyfrQ- Tm<tSV. By fo much was 

yejus made a furety of a better tejlarpeni.') There are feveral things which deferve to be con- 
lidcr’d in thefc words. 

i. In what Jenfe;the word </7p tSrntti}s here u£d, that is, whether it is here to be taken for a 
tefiament or a covenant . And as the word is oftentimes ufed in this cpiftle, and other places, 
manifcftly fignifying a covenant , it feems moil natural to underftand it lo here. I know of 
but one place where there appears any neccftityof fuppoftng it to fignify a teftament y and that 
is Chap . ix. 16 — 10. which will be cpnfider a: when we come to it. Befides the word fV"Q 
which our author has a refpeft to on all occafions, and in this place, when he fays Jefus 
was made a furety of a better covenant, that is, better than the firft covenant, I fay this Hebrew 
word never fignifies a tejfament 3 but always a covenant. Nor is it eaty to underftaud what 
can be meant by a fponfer or furety of a teftament. 

i . The next thing to be confider’d is, how Jefus is the Iponfor or furety, or mediator, of a 
better, that is of the new covenant. A teftament had no iponfor belonging to it, but cove¬ 
nants frequently had' in the civil law, and ftill have among all nations. So in contracts per- 
lons wtre fponfors who undertook for the performance of them ; and when men w'ere candi¬ 
dates for offices there were Iponfors who undertook for them that they had not fought them by 
any corrupt practices. As to the wofd tyfv&, there cat}, I think, be no doubt of-the pro- 
pernefs of our tranflation. The word is ufed only ip this place in the new teftament, but ’tis 
in th t Apocrypha y Ecclus . xxix. 15, 16. z Macc,x, 28. and its conjugates are feveral times found 
in the LX X*s ver/ion of the Proverbs , and in other authors. The Cree/t interpreters explain it 
by fjLiairnti a mediator. And indeed that feems to be the fenfe of it; and accordingly he is 
called by our author the mediator of a better covenant , Qhap. viij. 6 . the, mediator of tbe>ncwctr 
venant , Chap. ix. 1$. xii.24. And ’tis in this (enfe the word jUscnrHf is ufed pai iii. 19, 20. 
1 Twt, ii. 5. Perhaps it may be thought a too curious inquiry, why our author fhould here in- 
flead of it, ufc a word not dlfewhere to be met with in the, new teftament, inftead of that 
which was more common ? I am apt to think that he was led to this by his having juft before, 
ver. 19. ufed the word lyyilo/jtyy we draw nigh, and that he did it fpr the fake of the paro- 
nymafia ; which appears to nave been very agreeable to St. Paul, And perhaps this may be 
•fome little confirmation of his being the author of this cpiftle. -Chrift is commonly underftood to 
be here fpoken of as a furety i n his death, as. therein he undertook to make atonement for our 
/ins : but that hardly feems agreeable to the fcope of. the place, becaufe he is here reprefented 
as a prieft when he was a furety, whereas his prieflhpod aid nQt v properly commence till after 
his refurretfion, as was before gbferved. His prieftly.mediatorfhip does indeed prefuppofe his 
death, and is founded upon it, according to \ tun, ii. 5, 6 , There is one God> and one mediator 
between God and man y the man Chrjfi Jefus , wkp^^ye biipfelf a ranfptp f sr ail t but he did not 
According to the feripture account, actually he.c^ppf A mpejjacor tiil he.,was Aniiigh-prieft 
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from that of the priefts after tl?e prder of 
Jaroti: for they were made priefts without 
an oath, but Ghrift with an oath by him 
who faid unto him, The Lard hath [worn , 
and •will not repent , Thou art a priejt for 
ever after the order of Melchifedec) by fo 
much was Jefus made a furety of a better co¬ 
venant (£). And the priefts under the law 

were 


NOTES. 
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after the order of Melcbizedec ; and his being a firfety or" ntediatb^VHatfs tb Ks acFfnc m the 
behalf of God towards us, and co his alluring us of cb$ divine favonrj arid to his befiowing'th'e 1 
benefits promifed by God. If it be asked, What need was there of a mediator to allure us oF 
the fulfilment of the promifed made by the God of truth who cannot lie or deceive us,? I aVi-» 
Aver, the fame objection might be made -againft God's adding his oath to Itfs pfomife, whereby’ 
he intended to give us the greater fccurity of the accomplifhment of hts phnnift. 

3. It farther deferves to be confider’d, to what purpofe this is mentioned by oitr author, 
when he is comparing Chrift as a prieft with the Levitical priefts. He is arguing from the oath 
of God whereby Chrift Was made'aw high-prieft, that his priefthoed excelled that of the high^ 
pnefts under the JaW ; and the conclufton is thus exprefled, By fa much was he the furet y of 4* 
better covenant. This condufion is not Juft, unlcfs his being a furety is equivalent to his being 
an high-prieft. And befides ’tis neceflary to inquire, hoW the high-priefts under the law were 
fureties of that old covenant. That they were fo is here fufficiently implied : for this mult be 
the fenfe of the verfe, By fo muth is he the fiarety of a better covenant , than that of which they 
were the fureties. With reference to the former of thefe difficulties I conceive, that his being 
an high-priejl and a furety are truly equivalent, in as much as being conftituced by God an high- 
prieft, he is actually intrufted with, and impower’d to difpenfc, the bleflings and benefits of the 
new covenant, and fo he is by his office neceffarily a furety from God to us. And as to the 
other difficulty, the like conlidcrations may without violence be applied to the Aaronical high- 
priefts, to fhew that they were fureties or mediators of the old covenant. Chrift our great 
high-prieft is reprefenced as a mediator or a furety from God to us, when he pafted into the 
heavens, and having all things committed to him, does now allure us of God's being propiti¬ 
ous to us, and his readily difpenling the benefits of the new covenant to us. If we would now 
underhand how the high-priefts. were mediators or fureties of the old covenant, we muft compare 
that part of their office wherein they were, according to our author, a refcmblance or ftiadow of 
this priefthood of Chrift, and wherewith he continually compares and illuftraces our Saviour's 
priefihood. And the companion, as far as I underhand it; lfrarcds thus; Chrift having fried his 
blood, entred into heaven the holieft of all, and as an high-prieft there prelented it to God, where¬ 
by he readi ed God propitious to us, and being there continually exercifing his office he fecures us 
of favour and reconciliation with God : in like manner the appointed offerings being firft llain and 
rightly order’d, the high-prieft alone once a year, without any of the priefts or people accompa¬ 
nying him, went into the holy of holies, and by fprinkling the blood upon the mfcrcy feat, &c,. 
(See Lev. xvi.) he made atonement. Now herein he was a furtty from God to them, as upon his 
care and faithfulnefi alone they could depend that the atonement was made, and that God was 
pacified ; for (ince no one was to be with him when he went into the holy of holies, or could be 
a witnefs of what he did there, they could have only his own word for it, and that they muft be 
forced to take, that all things were rightly and effectually managed. I am verily perfwaded 
that this is what our author aims at in other places as well as this; and that this was the rcafon 
why it was lb cxprefly required in the law, that the high-prieft fhould enter alone into the ho¬ 
ly of holies. But there is one place in the writings of St. Paul , which feems to me very much 
to confirm my account, and I fhall the rather take notice of it, becaufe it has in my opinion 
been universally miftaken by expofitors, the beft of all not excepted. Gal . iii. 19. therefore 

then ferveih tie law ? It was added becaufe of tranfgrejfions , tilt the feedpotdd come y to whom the 
promife was made y and it was ordained by angels in the hand ef a mediator. This mediator is 
generally thought to be Mofes by whom God gave the law to ifrael: bur the text feems rather 
to fpeak of the law as left bv the difpoficion of angels, to remain in the* hand of a mediator till 
the promifed feed fhould come. Now fueh a< mediator Mofes wai not who lived but a few 
years after the giving of the law : whence it feems more natural to underftand here a fucceffi- 
on of mediators which fhould remain till Chrift fhould corrie; arid who then can chcfc be but 
the high priefts under the law ? Thefc were fureties or mediators of the old, as Chrift is ofrhe 
new covenant: but agreeably to the ftile of the feripture in the like fuccefcons, they are fpo- 
ken of but as one, becaufe there was but one at a time. It-may be fbmc kind of confirmation 
of this, that as our authors fpeakingof them unde* thi» charade*, would naturally lead him to 

take 
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were many, fuceeeding one another, because 
they were by death hindered from continu¬ 
ing in their office ; but Chrift our high-prieft, 
becaufe he continues and lives for ever, has 
a priefthood which he continually executes 
himfelf without tranfmitting it to any fuc- 
ceflors. Whence alfo he is perpetually able 
to fave thofe who come unto God by him 
(/), becaufe he ever lives to make inter- 
ceffion for them. For fuch an high-prieft 
did our cafe require, as was holy (w), 

harm- 


TEXT. 


becaufe they were not dif¬ 
fered to continue by rcafbn 
of death; But this man y z 4 
becaufe he continueth ever, 
hath an unchangeable prieft¬ 
hood. Wherefore he is a- 1 J 
ble alfo to fave then* to the 
uttermoft, chat come unto 
God by him, feeing he ever 
liveth to make incerceffion 
for them. For fuch an high- z 6 
prieft became us, who is ho- 


NOTES. 


take notice that this mediatorfhip was not managed by one (ingle perfon, but by a fuceeffion of 
one after another, lb he actually proceeds to mention that in the very next verfe, And they 
truly were many priefts , &c. where he is ftill upon his argument from the oath with which he 
was made a prieft, as appears from the laft verfe of the chapter. This is offered as what ap¬ 
pears to me highly probable, and not unworthy to be diligently examined by the reader. 

4. The laft thing to be here confider’d, is the force of our author’s argument, that becaufe 
the ancient high-priefts were made without an oath, and Chrift was made with an oath, that 
therefore he is the furety of a better covenant than they were. And the whole ftrefs lies evi¬ 
dently on this, that an oath being a moft folemn thing, and not ufed by God but upon great 
and extraordinary occasions, the priefthood which is confcrr’d with an oath muft be look’d 
upon as of a much more noble and important nature than that which is committed to men in a 
more common and lefs folemn manner. 

15 (/) O0ep *5 (TCJ^toV t/f TavliKif J'uVttjett THf JY ctV/K TtJ 0SW. 

Wherefore he is able alfo to fave them to the uttermoft that come to Cod by him .3 *Tis doubtful 
whether tic 'vafle^tc, which we render to the uttermoft , is to be joined with eTvW 1 <ti, he 
is able , or with to fave. If we underftand the phrafe with our tranfiators to fignify 

compleattyi it may leem to relate to his faving, and accordingly to be well render’d by them- 
But if we take it to import perpetually or for ever^it may look more likely that it fhould be join’d 
with his being able. This latter fenfe is perhaps the moft probable, as beft fuicing his argument, 
that becaufe he has a priefthood which does not defeendfrom him to any fiicceflors, but which 
he ever lives to execute himfelf, therefore he muft for ever be able to fave. And this well foies his 
expreflion, ver. 3. and elpecially if it be taken in the fenfe before given. (See upon the place 
note ( O ) to J'twtKtc* Abideth a prieft continually . The Vulg . leaves it as 

uncertain as the Creek y Unde &* falvare in perpetuum poteft: but the Syr . by altering the fituati- 
on of the words. And he is able to fave for ever , feems to go the other way. The conference 
is not very great, which ever interpretation the reader fhall prefer. 

16 {m) Oai@~. Holy.'] The properties here mentioned, are to be underftood to belong 
to him as an high-prieft, and confequently after his refitrreftion. The two laft manifeftly refer 
to this, and the three firft may well be taken to do fo, however true they are of him with 
refpeft to the life he lived here on earth. It may be difficult perhaps, to affirm with any cer¬ 
tainty how thefe characters differ. I fhall offer what feems to me moft probable. They may 
by fbme perhaps be thought to give the beft account of the firft of thefe characters, hofy 9 who 
-explain it by his being feparated for, and devoted to the ufe and fervice of God. And thus 

this 
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aa P .vir.' 

yw 


1 y > harmlefs, undefiled, fepa- 
rate from finners, and made 
liioher than the heavens ; 
1 1 Wio needeth not daily, as 


harmlefs («), undefiled (<?), feparate from 
finners (p ), and made higher than the hea¬ 
vens ( q ); who has no need, like the high- 27, 

priefts 


NOTES. 


this will well agree with the infcription that was ordered to be upon the mitre of the high- 
prieft, Holinefslo the Lord) Exod. xxviii. 36. xxxix. 30. It was in this fenfe that all the uten¬ 
sils of the tabernacle and temple were holy: and in this fenfe our Saviour may be underAood 
to fpeak of his fanftifying himfelf, John xvii. 19. And had the word ufed here been the fame 
with that ufed by the evangelift, or by the LXX. in the places referr’d to, viz* dy/cL^eiV or 
any of its conjugates, there would have been lefs room to doubt of this interpretation. But 
fince the word oaioc is never as far as I can find lb ufed, we muft rather take it here to refer 
to what is commonly meant by holinefs, an internal difpoficion of mind ; and lb if we will 
diftinguilh it from the other characters, it may be confider’d as having God more particularly 
for the objeft of it. Nor can there be any doubt that fuch an holinefs was abfblutely necefia- 
ry in our great high-prieft. Had he not always been thus holy, even in his life, he had 
not been qualified for the office. Or elfe, which I moft incline to, we may underftand this 
word to anfwer to the Hebrew H^Dn, which is often rendred in the LXX. by 007©", and then 
it will import his being merciful , which is a very necefiary qualification in our high-prieft. 
Chap. ii. 17. Wherefore in aU things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren ; that he 
might be a merciful and faithful highpriejl. Compare alio Chap. iv. 15. v« a. 

( n ) "'Ak&koc. Harmlefs. ] Some piderftand this of a freedom from evil, grief or fuffering. 
But no inftance is as yet produced of this ufe of the word ; and therefore *tis not eafily to be 
admitted. Our own tranllation feems to be very juft. If the former character be underftood 
to exprefs his refpeCt to God, this may then be taken to import his innocence toward men. 
Other wife it may be joined with mercifuinefs, as fignifying that he is one who will not de¬ 
ceive or fruftrate the hopes placed on him, as there is no malice, guile or deceit in him, 
1 Ret. ii. 11. 

(0) Apust v]®-. Undejiled.'] If the explication of the two foregoing characters be allowed, 
this will be a more general one, and import his abfolute freedom from all manner of fin ; and 
this was necefiary in our great high prieft, that however he had been tempted in all points as 
we are, he fhould have kept himfelf incirely free from fin. Chap. iv. i^. This is analogous to 
what was prcfcribcd for the high-priefts under the old law, who were above all others to avoid 
all legal defilements, and more efpecially when on the great day of expiation they were to go 
into the moft holy place. And though in order to the fuccefsful difoharge of his office it was 
necefiary Ee fhould be righteous, juft and finlefs, 1 John ii. 1. yet tis pofilble that is not fo 
much here regarded as the place into which he was to enter, and in which he was to execute 
his office. He was to pafs into the heavens, the moft holy place of all, there to appear for us 
as our great high-prieft : but had he been himfelf defiled he could not have been admitted 
there, fince nothing unclean and polluting can enter there. 

(p ) KiyveitruivQ- etfActfloXav. Separate from finners .] As he was to be undefi¬ 

led, and intirely free from fin himfelf, fo he was to be feparate from finners, in as much as the 
place to wh ch he was to go, would not admit of the prefence of finners. 

( q ) K oa J' 4 'Mo'T'S?©" <r£f ufcLi'wv yivoiJLiv©-. And made higher than the heavens ,] If 
the heavens here are put for the inhabitants thereof, the angels, as I think I have fhown they 
are, Chap. i. 10. nothing can be more pertinent chan what is here laid. We may eafily ob- 
ferve that our Saviour’s advancement is frequently fee out to the fame purpofe. See 1 Pet . iii. zz. 
Eph. i. 10, 10 —11. Philip, ii. 10, ir. Col. i. 10. Heb . i. 3,4. And this may feem confirmed 
by what he prefaitly adds, Chap . viii, i. Now of the things which we have ftoken this is the 
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thofe high-priefts, to offer 
up facrifice, fir A for his own 
fins, and then for the peo¬ 
ples : for this he did once, 
when he offered up himfelf. 
For the law maketh meniS 
high-priefts which have in¬ 
firmity ; but the word of 
the oath which was fince 
the law, maketh the Son, 
who is confecrated for ever* 
more. 


priefts under the law, from time to time ( r ), 
to offer up facrifice firft for his own fins, and 
after that for the people's (f). For this lat¬ 
ter he did once for all when he offered up 
himfelf. And as to the former he had no oc- 
cafion to do it all, he being fo vaftly different 
'28. from thofe high-priefts. For the law maketh 
men high-priefts who are fubje< 5 t to finful in¬ 
firmities, and fo need to offer for themfelves ; 
but the word of the oath fpoken fince the gi¬ 
ving the law, makes the fon an high-prieft 
who is perfected for evermore. 

NOTES. 

fum: We have fuch an high-prieft y who is fet on the right hand of the throne of the majefty in 
the heavens; which befpeaks his being exalted above the angels, to any of whom God never 
faid, Sit on my right band, Heb. i. 13. But if any prefer the other fenfe, and underftand the 
heavens properly, yet that will in effect fall in with this interpretation, when the end of this 
his exaltation is confider’d according to St. Paul's account, Eph. iv. 10. He afcended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all things. 

17 (r ) Kct 0 ’ Daily. 1 ] The Greek word is often ufed for time. See Gatak. adv . 

Pfochen. c. 15. and Grabii notas in Trenai fragment, p. 465. not. 4. So that the proper ren- 
dring here, and Chap. x. n, would be from time to time j for in both places the great day of 
atonement feems to be intended. This being only one day in the year, the expreftion will be 
equivalent to ko]' kvieonlvy year by year. Chap. x. 1. 

(/) n&Tifoy ifiew dfxaLfTiodV dvaicti W«T£fc Act*. To offer up 

facrifce firft for his own fins , and then for the peoples,] ’Tis a ftrange interpretation which fbme 
very learned commentators here give, as though Chrift in analogy to the Aaronical high-priefts, 
offered facrifice for his own fins as well as the peoples, fince , tis certain from all the accounts 
given of him by our author, and all the other penmen of the new teftament, that our Saviour 
was always perfeftly free from fin. And to make dfj.cL§Tta>v fignify finlefs infirmities is very 
unreafonable, the word being never, that I can find, ufed in that fenfe. And indeed if it 
were, what occafion could there be to offer facrifice for finlefs infirmities ? This interpretation 
appears to me inconfiftent, not only with the current doftrine of the new teftament, but with 
the fcope of this place, and the argument here ufed. To fet this in a full light let us con- 
fidcr, 

1. Upon what occafion this is brought in ; and that feems to be upon the mention he had 
made of his being harmlefs , undefiled y and feparate from finners. Thefe qualifications are a good 
evidence that he needed not, as the high-priefts under the law, to offer facrifice for his own 
fins : but it will not, to fay the leaft, found welly that he fhould fpeak of him as harmlefs and 
undeftled 3 and immediately fubjoin that he offered facrifice for his own fins. 

2. Let us confider how his argument ftands in this and the following verfe. Two things 
he here afferts that Chrifthad no need to do which were done by thofe high-priefts, 1.T0 oiler 
facrifice from time to time for his own fins; and, 2. To offer facrifice from time to time for the 
fins of the people. The reafon and evidence of the former he declares in the next verfe, For the 
law maketh men high-priefts wh.ch have infirmity , but the word of the oath which was fince the law, 

makes 
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makes the Son high-prieft who is perfected for evermore « The for , jJS, here muft conned this 
with fomewhac that went before, which cannot be the laft claufe of ver. 17. This he did once t 
when he offered up himfelf. It muft therefore, as indeed the nature of the argument (hows, re¬ 
late to hifc not needing to offer facrifice for his own fins: for it is an aflercion that he had none* 
The law made thofe high-prtefis which have [finful] infirmity [and confecjuently had need to offer 
facrifice for it] but the word of the oath [Pfal.cx. 4.] which was [m David's time, and (o 
fince the giving of the law] maketh the Son, who is perfefted for evermore \ and confequently 
needs not to offer facrifice for himfolf. This connexion (eems very clear. But then the que¬ 
stion will be, What we are to make of that claufe. For thus he did once when he offered up him - 
felf\ I anfwer, that our author defigning to treat again of his offering for the fins of the peo¬ 
ple, Chap , ix. xi* x. 10—14, he here pafTes it over more (lightly ; and when he fays, T HI iff 
he did once, this refers intirely to the neareft antecedent, the offering for the (ins of the people, 
and the claufe (hould be read in a parenthefis, and then the z 8th verfe will well conned with 
the remoter antecedent, and (how he had no need to offer for his own fins. Or elfe the lenfe 
of the i8ch verfe muft be elliptical, and be thus iupplied ; cc And as to the other thing mention- 
tc ed, his offering for his own fins he had no need, as thofe high-priefts, to do that, becaufe 
c< the law maketh men high-priefts which have infirmity Cand lb (land in need of an offering 
cc to be made for themfelves] but the word of the oath which was fince the law maketh the 
cc Son an high-prieft, who is perfefted for evermore [and therefore needs no foch offering up- 
on his own account.] *\ And as the word rtJiKeiuiAvov (lands oppofed to'i%ovmf cte&fe- 
v&ctv having infirmity , that is finful infirmity, for which there was need to offer (acrifice, I 
think it is better rendred perfefted , as in the margin, than confect at ed, as in our common text. 


SECT. IX, 

CHAP. VIII. i— 6 . 
CONTENTS. 

O U R author having finished his argument from a compan¬ 
ion of the priefthood of Melchizedec with that of Jar on; 
he here inculcates ftrongly upon the Hebrews the grand 
thing he had had all along in view, and that is to demonftrate the 
great excellency of Jefus Chrift as our high-prieft. For this end 
he compares him now only with the priefts under the law, and ar¬ 
gues that his miniftry muft needs be of a more excellent nature than 
theirs. 
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N OW this is the chief thing of all that 
I have been difcourfing ( t ), we have 
fuch a great high-prieft, who is fet on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majefty in the 
heavens ( u ) j a minifter of the true fan&u- 
ary ( w ), and of the true tabernacle which 
was built by God himfelf, and not by man 
( x ). And his being an high-prieft in heaven 

is 


N OW of the things 
which we have fpo- 
ken, this is tho fum : We 
have fuch an high-prieft, 
who is fet on the right 
hand of the throne of the 
Majefty in the heavens; A 
minifter of the fandtuary, 
and of the true tabernacle 
which the Lord pitched, and 


NOTES. 

1 (/) KepaAa/w 3 am totV KiyofAvoic. Now of the things which we have fpohn y this is 
the fum .] There is another fenfe of the wel d petAet/op, as it fignifies the chief or principal 
thing. And thus the Vul. and Syr . Chryfoftom and Oecumenius underftood it in this piace. And 
to fay the truth, this feems moft agreeable upon the account of what it is join’d with. Had k 
been laid xspotAet/w 0 teyofAWW, or in Ifocrates's phrafe Ad Nieoel. in fine, KitpcLAatov 
»$Lf iif^fjLtvay (chough he feems there to ufe it to fignify the principal rather than the fum) our 
rendring would have been more clear: but xs (pdhaiov am 701s Kiyo^kvon feems a little more 
harfh. Whereas if we take here am to fignify after y as it does fometimes with a dative cafe, 
the fenfe is eafy and plain, cc After ail that has been faid, this is che chief thing.” Or if we 
fhould read with the Alex. MS. Lv inftead of cmiy there could be no difficulty, “ This is the 

chief in or among all the things that have been faid. 

( u ) Who is fet on the right hand of the throne of the majefty in the heavens .] The fame thing 
is thus exprefled Chap . xii, z, He is fet down at the right hand of the throne of God . And again. 
Chat. i. 3. He is fet down at the right hand of the majefty on high . Some shechinah or glory, an 
illuftrious token of the divine prefence, at the right hand of which Chrift is placed, feems 
hereby intended. Compare ABs vii. 55, 56. 

z (w ) Tcov iyiw hefjufyof, A minifter of the fanBuary .] This verfion feems prefera¬ 
ble to that of our margin, A minifter of holy things , becaufe the next claufe fhows that he ra¬ 
ther compares the places wherein Chrift and the high-priefts under the Jaw miniflred, than the 
fervices they each perform’d. And from that claufe we are to borrow the word etAw§w£r, and 
to underftand him to fpeak of Chrift's being a minifter of the true y that is the heavenly fandtu- 
ary, of which that worldly fanBuary the JeWs had. Chap, ix. 1. was but a pattern or ftadew y 
Chap, viii, And indeed the fanBuary and tabernacle among the Jews fignify the fame 
thing, as- we may fee by Chap . ix. 2,. We may farther obferve, that ’tis familiar to fpeak of the 
earthly and heavenly fandtuary under this title of dyic^'m the plural. See Chap «ix. S, n, 24, 
24. x. 19. xiii. 11. 

(#) Keti i <namif f etAH 0 /p«f l'7rn%iv 0 Kt/e<©* x) vx a ySfeyTT© - . And of the true ta¬ 
bernacle which the Lord pitched y and not man.) The firft xj, and y muft, I think, according to 
what has been already obferved in the preceding note, be exegetical, and fo might be ren- 
dred, Even of the true tabernacle . The argument here ufed is, That as God is infinitely- more 
wife and powerful than men, fo his works muft neceflarily tranfeend and excel theirs. And 
by confequence, fince the Jewifi fandtuary was a ftrudture eredted by men it muft fall vaftly 
Ihort of the heavenly fandtuary, of which God himfelf is more immediately the author. We 
may obferve this way of reafoning does feveral times recur in this epiftle. Thus Chap. ix. 11 - 
he argues that Chrift is come an high-prieft of future good things to he obtained by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, becaufe ’tis not made with hands y that is to fay } not of this building: and ver. 14. 

Chrift 
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3 not man. For every high* 
prieft is ordained to oficr 
gifts and facrifices: where¬ 
fore it is of necefiity that 
this man have fomewhat al- 

4 fb to offer. For if he were 
on earth, he fhould not be 
a prieft, feeing that there 
are priefts that offer gifts ac- 

5 cording to the law : Who 
ferve unto the example and 
fhadow of heavenly things, 


PARAPHRASE. ^ 

is an evidence of his being a minifter there: : 
for every high-prieft (y) is appointed to offer 3* 
gifts and facrifices: whence there is a necefli-- 
ty that this high-prieft, Chrift Jefus, fhould 
have alfo fomewhat to offer. For if he were 4; 
on earth, he ihould not be a prieft, there be¬ 
ing priefts, who offer gifts according to the 
law ( z ). And thefe do fervice to the taber- 
nacle, which was a draught or fhadow of 
heavenly things ( a ), as Mofes y who was to 

build 


NOTES. 


C&rift is riot entred into the holy places l the Jewifb fancluary] made with hands , but into heaven 
it felf Thus Chap, xi, 10. He looked for a city which hath foundations>whofe builder and maker is 
Cod. And again, ver. 16. having aliened that the ancient patriarchs dejired a better ? that is 
an heavenly ceuntry y he prefently mentions that which is a proof not only of God’s not bemg 
afhamed to be called their God, but likewife that the country they defired was a better coun¬ 
try, namely, that it was of God’s preparing, For he hath prepared for them a city . 

3 (y) flitV For every high-prieft.] The for here may perhaps incline fome 

to think chat the firft words of the foregoing verfe fhould rather be rendred a minfter of holy 
things , and fo overthrow the interpretation before given. But I think the connexion hands 
thus : <c We have an high-prieft who is let on the right hand of the majefty in the heavens. - 
<c - But when I fpeak of him as fitting there, I would not have you think that he is unacttve 
<c there ; no, he afts there as a mimfter in a more noble fanftuary, and his being an high- 
ec prieft there'betokens nothing lefs: for every high-prieft is ordained, 0 Pc.” ’Tis manifefl 
that all this is fpoken concerning his being an high-prieft in heaven, and not of any fuch office 
executed by him here on earth. And when *tis faid. It is of necejftty that this man [rathef, 
this high-prieft] have fomewhat alfo to offer , I think a regard is only had to his prefenting him-- 
felf to God in heaven. This is much confirmed by the next verfe. 

4 ( z ) If there is any ftrength in our author’s reafoning, as no doubt there is a great deaf, 

I can’t fee how it can confift w» f h the affercion that Chrift was a prieft in his death. For if 
therefore he could not be a prieft if he were on earth, becaufe there were priefts who offered 
gifts according to the law, the fame reafbn muft hold good while he actually was upon the 
earth, and the priefts continued to offer gifts according to the law. To which might be ad¬ 
ded, that if he was a prieft while here on earth, he muft be either after the order of Aaron y of 
after the order of Melchizedec : after the order of Aaron he could not be high-prieft, as our au¬ 
thor has fhown before, becaufc he was of a different tribe ; of the order of Melchizedec he 
could not be an high-prieft while on earth, fince befide that that priefthood is never fpoken of 
as caking place till after his refur reft ion, it docs not confift with the oath of God whereby hb 
was*confHtuced an high-prieft of that order. For when once he became an high-prieft after 
the order of Melchizedec y he was to continue fb for ever, whence he is faid to be made a prieft 
after the power of an endlefs life, Chap. vii. 16. 

5 ( a) 0 / 1 #. it \a*n<PziyfJ.&\i X) <rrLi£ AaJfcuW/ rff Which ferve unto the exam- - 

pie and Jbadow of heavenly things .] This cranfiation eafily deceives Evglifi readers, who I be¬ 
lieve generally underhand it, as though it were faid, <c Who ferve for this purpofe, that they 
** may be an example and fhadow of heavenly things,’* But the word Aa 7 jeiW/ will by no 

meaas- • 
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TEXT. 



build the whole tabernacle, was admonifiied 
of God. For fee ffaith he) that thou make 
all things according to the pattern Jbenced to 
thee in the mount Lb). But now hath he 

ob- 


as Mofes was admonilhed 
of God when he was about, 
to make the tabernacle. For 
fee ( faith he ) that thou 
make all things according 
to the pattern fhewed to 
thee in the mount. But now 6 


notes. 

means bear any fuch fenfe; and the words therefore ought to be rendred, cc Who ferve Cor do 
et fa-vice to] the example and fhadow of heavenly things.” Thus have our tranflators rightly 
rendred the fame word, Chap. xiii. 10. Ot th wdtjvyl Which ferve the tabernacle ; 

as likewife in all the other places where ’tis ufed in the new teftament, they render it either 
to ferve or to worfiip. This was not, as fome perhaps will be apt to imagine, inconfiftent with 
our Lord’s words, Matth. iv. 10. Thou fbalt worjbip the Lord thy God, and him only jbalt then 
ferve : nor was there any danger of idolatry in the priefts ferving the tabernacle, when they 
had God’s direction for it, and the fervice terminated ultimately uponhimfelf, 

( b ) K clSvs Mwcrwf, cmfliKeiv t trxmUA' toj 

ord/la xf 1 r tvttov t rot iv 5 of&» As Mofes was admonifbed of God , when 

he was about to make the tabernacle , For fee , faith he, that thou make all things according to the 
pattern ftewed to thee in the mount .] The Alex . and feveral other valuable MSS. and the Greek 
commentators read here which agrees with the LXX. Exod . xxv. 40. but this, or 

the leaving out yi makes no great alteration. Nor need our author’s adding mdy\<t, all things , 
which is neither in the Hebrew nor the LXX. caufe any difficulty : for all things are there ne- 
ccflarily implied, though they are not exprefly mentioned ; and befides, the all is exprefled 
ver. 9. of that chapter. What may feem of more conference, is how we fhall account for 
the expreffion. That Mofes was admonilhed of God, when he was about to finifh the taberna¬ 
cle. This looks as though he had already made a good progrels in the work, and was juft up¬ 
on finifhing it, when he received this admonition from God ; whereas ’tis certain that he had 
not then done the leaft thing towards it. Our tranflators feem to have been fenftble of this, 
and have therefore turn’d In njtheiv, to make , departing from the more ordinary fenfe of the 
word. I think the eafieft folution of this is by fuppoung the word fxiwetv here to mean no 
more than the Latin effe, and that the infinitive mood which follows it, is to be rendred by 
a future participle. This is not an unufual fenfe of that word ; and we have feveral inftancea 
of it in the new teftament, where our own tranflation has preferr’d this rendring. So Matth , 
xi. 14. This is Elias, 0 fxiwcoy §cu, which was for to come ; and in many other places. 
Nor need it be any objection that the article is not here prefix’d to pik^Kay, fince we have in¬ 
flates of the like nature, A&s xx. 7. 0 dvjolf, fxkwcoy ifykveu tm \noLv%i* 

oy* Paul preached unto them being to depart on the morrow . And ver. 13. But we going before 
to flip fail'd to Aflos, being there to take in Paul, ejc&Qsy ^XhKoy]ic iv<tK<tyiC(lveiv r JJctvF.oy‘, 
for fo he had order'd , being himfelf to go a foot, ^XhKcoy dvj ©- 'sr«£$uW. And accordingly the 
place before us might perhaps be better tranflated, “ As Mofes who was to finifh the tabernacle 
(C was admonifhed of God.” This fenfe feems moft to fuit our author’s purpofe. The high-priefts, 
he fays, under the law attended the fervice of the tabernacle, which was an example and fhadow 
of heavenly things \ and this he proves that it was only fuch an example and fhadow, becaufe 
Mofes who was to overlook and take care of the whole work, had it all, that is the whole taber¬ 
nacle, and the feveral things relating thereto, reprefented to him as an example and fhadow in 
the inftru&ions he received from God concerning the making it, before he fet about it. This 
makes the <sr<ai 7 at, all things, appear very emphaticaJ, and gives the realbn why he adds it. 

But it may be the greateft difficulty of all is yet behind, how the text here cited is a proof, 
ithat .the tabernacle, and fo the fervice belonging to it, was an example and fhadow of heavenly 

things. 
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hath he obtained a more ex¬ 
cellent miniftry. 


obtained a more excellent miniftry than tho£e 
priefts under the law ( c ). 


NOTES. 

things. Now though I am not pofitive in my opinion, I will fuggeft it to the readers confi} 
deration. I think then the chief miftake, which has created all the difficulty, has lain in the 
fenfe of heavenly things . Thefe are commonly underftood of the advantages that 

accrue to the chriftian church, or elfe of the happinefs of good men in the other world. Now 
though I am far from denying that the tabernacle was an example or ffiadow of thefe things, 
nay, and think chat lbmewhat equivalent is declared in other places of the new teffamenc, and 
of this epiftle in particular, yet I can hardly believe that either of thefe is intended in the cited 
admonition to Mofes \ and therefore can’t eafily fall in with any fuch interpretation. The hea¬ 
venly things here mentioned feem to me to be nothing elfe than the pattern fbown to Mofes in 
the mount . This is called heavenly , as being of a heavenly formation, in con trad iftindion. to 
that which was earthly or humane being formed by men, as the tabernacle among the yews 
was. Now that pattern^ that is, original platform (for fo ruV© - muff here ffgnify, and not a 
type) could not but be ccxleftia), neither Mofes nor any other man could have a hand in the 
forming it; nay, it was fhown to Mofes perfedly formed, when in all probability he had no 
thoughts or expectations of any fuch thing. But the tabernacle which Mofes was to finifli was 
a delineation or draught taken from the ocher, in comparifon of the exquifite exadnefs and per¬ 
fection of which it was but as a faint reprefentation, or a mere fhadow. See Mr. Le Clerc s 
fupplement on the place for the fenfe of the words •CstsoS'eiyfj.A and <nuct» And this interpreca-- 
tion of our author’s argument appears very well to comport with his deffgn. For as it ffiows 
that the high-priefts under the law did ferve the tabernacle which was only a reprefentation of 
fomewhat heavenly,- their fervice and office muff be inferior to Chrift’s, who miniffers in hea¬ 
ven it felf, and about the things in heaven. This he purfues in the next verfe, as alfo in the 
next chapter. ’Tis obfervable that there was a wonderful nicenefs and particularity in the pre- 
fcription of every thing belonging to the tabernacle ereded by Mofes , and the utenfils and fer¬ 
vice thereof, nor was there lefs afterwards at the building of Solomon s temple. It may be 
worth while for the reader to compare what is faid of this latter, x Chron . xxviii. 11 - 1 9. 

6 ( c ) Nvvi '5 J'la.tpofcojigyj TtT tvyjz Kfrijafyiaf. But row hath he obtained a more excel¬ 
lent mini fry.) This now is, I think, to be explained from ver . 1. Now that he is fet on the 
right hand of the throne of the majejly in the heavens . The miniftry he has obtained is as he is 
the minifter of the fanduary, even of the true tabernacle, ver . 1. He ads ftill as a minifter 
though a moft excellent one. The more excellent miniftry, is that which is more excellent 
than that of the high-priefts under the law, who ferved the example and ihadow of heavenly, 
things, as appears Dy ver, 4, 5. 
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CHAP. VIII. 6 -13. 

CO NT ENTS. 

T HIS fe<ftion appears to be a digreflion, or an argument 
brought in by our author incidentally upon his having 
faid, that Chrift had obtained a more excellent miniftry 
than the priefts under the law. It was a natural inference enough, 
that if his miniftry was more excellent than theirs, that covenant of 
which he was mediator was more excellent than that under which 
they miniftred. But the thing being of great importance to his fub- 
jedt, he does not content himfelf with the bare mention of the in¬ 
ference, but expatiates in the diftindt proof and confirmation of it,• 
fhowing that God during that covenant fpake of it as very defe- 
dtivc, and of another more perfedt one which was to fucceed it. 
It will not be very eafy to account for the Sv then in the firft verfe 
of the next chapter, or indeed for the connedtion of his difeourfe 
there without allowing fuch a digreflion here as is pretended: for 
that verfe connedts very weil with what preceeds the fuppofed di¬ 
greflion, but not fo well, I apprehend, with the digreflion it felf. 


T AR AT HR AS R TEXT. 


B Y how much alfo he is a mediator of a 
better covenant ( d ), our conformity 
and obedience to which is inforced and incou- 

raged 


B Y how much alfo he 
is the mediator of a 
better coven an t, which was 


NOTES. 

C ^ ) O <ru ^ <£7 JWShxik fAtPiTtit • By bow much alfo be is tbe Mediator of a bet¬ 

ter covenant.'] Although the x,) alfo is left out in fbme copies, yet being retained in others, 
and particularly the Alex, and being acknowledged by the Vulg. and Syr . *tis defervedly to 
be accounted the true reading. Farther, it being obvious that our author had been compa¬ 
ring Chrift our high-priclt with the high-priefts under the law, the full fenfe of the place mud, 
I think, (land thus, cc That Chrilt is a mediator of a better covenant, than that of which the 
high-priefts under the law were mediators.” This ought to be compared with Chap . vii-11. 
and ferns very much to confirm the interpretation there given. See note {k )» 
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eftablifhed upon better pro- 

7 mifes. For if chat firft co¬ 
venant had been faultlels, 
then foould no place have 
been fought for the fecond. 

S For finding fault with them, 
he faith, Behold the days 
come (faith the Lord) when 
I will make a new covenant 
with the houfe of Ifrael, and 
with the houle of Judah: 


raged by promifes of a more excellent nature, 
than were contained in the firft covenant (e ). 
For if that firft covenant, had been perfect 
and blamelefs, then ftiould no place have been 
fought for a fecond. And yet there plainly 
is : For God himfelf finding fault with the 
firft, fpeaks of a fecond, when by the pro¬ 
phet Jeremy he fays to the Jews who were 
under the firft covenant ( f ), <c Behold the 
w days come, faith the Lord, when I will 
“ make a new covenant with the houfe of 
“ Ifrael , and with the houfe of Judah (g) 

which 


7 - 
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NOTES. 


(e) H77£ o an K$ 6 irfo<nvl'TetyfeKteusviVO{JLo!&Ti{lcu» Which *was eftablifled upon better pro- 
znifesf] That which is frequently called a law is often likewifo called a covenant under the old 
difpenfation, importing the whole body of the Jewifb laws. And this law or covenant inclu¬ 
ded both the preceptive part, that is the conditional duties of the covenant, and the promifes 
of it, which were the motives and incouragements to perform the duties required. Hence our 
author chufos to render the words of Mofes in that manner, Chap, ix. 10. This is the blood of the 
covenant , which Cod hath injoy ned unto you. And in like manner does he here Ipeak 

of the new covenant as formed into a law, but upon better promifes, that is upon promifes 
which related chiefly to fpiritual and eternal, and not to temporal advantages. 

8 (/) p etu]o 7 f Aiy&, For finding fault with them he faith, ] I don’t per¬ 

ceive that the pafiage here cited from the prophet Jeremy is chiefly intended to exprefs the fault 
God found with the Jcws y though it be paft doubt chat at that time, and at their coming out of 
Egypt y they gave him occafion enough for it. Nor does indeed the word thus 

underftood well fuit our author’s fcope. For he is not proving that the Jews were defeftive, 
and futh as deferved to be blamed upon that account, but that the covenant it felf was fo de¬ 
fective as to give God occafion to find fault with it, and to defign and promife another and bet¬ 
ter covenant. If St. Paul was the author of the epiftle, he is fo exaCt in the choice of his words, 
which have each of them their diftihft weight and importance, that ’tis not cafy to imagine he 
would here put in a word of his own that fnould be fo foreign to his purpofe, as this foems to 
be, if we underftand it in the ftnfe given by our tranflators. I think therefore the words ought 
to be rendred as in the paraphrafe, 11 For finding fault [viz, with that firft covenant] he faith 
ct to them [/. e. the Jews who were then under chat covenant.] 

( g ) Behold the days come (faith the Lord ) when I will make a new covenant with the houfe 
of Ifrael and with the houfe of Judah.] The difference between the Hebrew , the LXX. and our 
author’s citation, is very inconGderable, except in the laft claufe of ver, 9. and therefore of 
that only will any notice be taken. 

*Tis much more material for us to inquire, 1. What the covenant is which God here promi¬ 
fes to make. And, 1. How this paifage is to our author’s purpofe. 

As to the firft, it appears to me chat this covenant wa» to be national. The mention of the 
houfe of Ifrael, and the houfe of Judah, with whom God promifes to make this covenant is very 
ejeprefi. And he that will compare the terms here ufed with the hiftory of Ifrael and Judah 

T fince 
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which new covenant fhall not be ineffectual, 
as that covenant was which I anciently made 
with their fathers, the children of Ifrnel , 
when I took them by the hand to lead them 
out of the land of Egypt ,• for they continued 
not ftedfaft in that covenant, and thereupon I 
alfo regarded them not (/&), faith the Lord. 

Far 


Not according to the cove¬ 
nant that I made with their 
fathers in the day when I 
took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of 
Egypt i becaufe they conti¬ 
nued not in my covenant, 
and I regarded them nor. 


NOTES. 

fincc Jeremiah *s time, will eafily fee that hitherto there, has Been no accomplifhment oF the . 
things here promifod, to this very time. It feertis eherefore to be a covenant which is ftill fu¬ 
ture, and is to take place at the refloration of the Jews, when, as St, Paul fay3, Rom. xi. z6. 
Alllfiaelpall be faved. And again, that this covenant is national may be farther argued from 
our author’s comparing it with that which was certainly , fuch, viz* that he made with Ifrael 
when he brought them out of Egypt.' 

But then, 2. We are to inquire how this paffage thus underflood was to our author’s pur- 
pofe. To which I aufwer, that if we,make chis,only to^refer to ver. 7. *tis a raoft full proof 
rhat place was fought for a fecond covenant, and consequently that the firft that was made in 
JMb/w’s time was not faulclefs or defective, and that is the main thing he aims at. Befidey, 
the time here fpokm of being that wherein the Jews fhould be .converted to the chriftian 
faith, and become fubjed to the MefEaa, this covenant mud for itibftance be rhe fame wish the 
gofpel-covenant, however ’tia here confidcr’d as then made nationally with the Jews. This 
teems plain from Ram . ii and from fuch other places in the* old propfters which fpeak of this 
covenant which God p 10unified to make in after times with Tfrarl and Judah. 

9 ( b ) Kct^/ci vfASJjsata And T regarded them not .] The wards m the frcrpftttf, 

Jem xxxi. 52. are, QQ UJN 4 'vhich our translation renders. Although I was an huf- 

baifd mto th.em^ but are rendred by che LXX. And I regarded them not \ and cherr trahfiatron 
our author has here followed. It h#9 defervedly exereifed the fiudyof the crrtrcfcs’, to find cWt a 
way to reconcile this citation of our author with the fenfeofthe 'Hebrew. . A very learned and 
judicious writer about an hundred years ago offer’d at an emendation of the Hebrew text by 
reading ^n'rpJl inftead of and k-.muft be owned rhat this correction was very ingeni- 

ous > and would fully fblve toe dirtioultyv For rhe word *7^J is ufbd juft m this way with the 
prefix 3 added to the fubftanme that is govern’d by it; in that pface, n*jyj‘ ; JTS3 DBS 
thy. pul loathed Sion*. Jer. xiv. 19. Nor is tftfc change of the letter ) to 3. very 
in ange^ canfidering by how little an alteration the former may pafs-into the latter. Others 
have thought that the LXX. in their copy read neither nor qq^yj ^ 'T^VtO which 

word is ufod m the fame coailrudliou-, Zeeh. xi. 8. 13 H/T 13 DI 27 S} Ofl -dttd their pul afp 
abhorred me.. I remember this conjecture very much pleated me many years ago, before,! had 
ofiderved* that any one had ever foggefted it; And indeed the Gcmftruftian with rhe prefix 3 ; 
cisidtly agrees, with the pkace under confiderotion : and befides ^hc two letrers Jf and fT. being 
hath gutcurals, and vary probably near akin m found, might eafily be put one for r’orher, and 
efpccially conlidering that the verb is Kcyopivov it.,might earfily be changed by rhe 

transcriber into *793 which is very frequent and comaTon. And this will rhe rather hold good 
if the obfervation ot fome be admitted (and that not without fome good colour) that che letters 
o£thc fame organ, and particularly the gutterale, are thus frequently put one for the other. Thus 
the Jfieri puts a J^fon arty“i Sam. wviii ay*.. Either of chefe two conjeifhiresr ac rhe ancient 
artraid ^mft > fo cis Jart pry account how the LXX, came to give us fb-different a . 
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ch.viir. 


10 faith the Lord. For this is 
-the covenant that I will 
make with the houfe of Ifra- 
el after thole days, faith the 
Lord ; I will put my laws 
into their mind, and write 
•them in their hearts : and I 
'will be to them a God, and 
they fhall be to me a peo- 

11 pie. And they fhall not 
teach every man his neigh¬ 
bour, and every man his 
brother, faying, Know the 
Lord: for all fhall know me, 
from the leaf! to the greateft. 

12 For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteoufnefi, and 
their fins and their iniquities 


For this is the covenant I will make with the 
houfe of Ifrael after thofe days are come, faith 
the Lord, I will put my laws into their mind 
and write them in their hearts (i): and I 
will be to them a God, and they fhall be to 
me a people. And as their God will I deal 
with them : for I will fo make known my felf 
unto them, as that comparatively they fhall 
have little occafion to teach every man his 
neighbour (k J y and every man his brother, 
faying, Know the Lord, for they fhall all 
know me from the leaf! to the greateff. Nor 
fhall their fins, or thofe of their aneeftors, 
prevent this: For I will be merciful in par¬ 
doning their uorighteoufnefs, and their fins 

and 


io, 


n. 


12 . 


K O T E S. 

{enie* as they hive doneft feemingor© m« vary natural to fuppoftthat one-way of t'other the 
Hebrew copies cheyufed-differ’d from oursi I cen&fe rhere is yet another lolutioii of this diffi¬ 
culty by Dr. Whitby from one of our very learned Country-men, that, the word figntfics 

to refuje , defpife, and naujeate. 

10 ( i ) 1 will put my laws into their mind , and write them in their hearts .] It leems to me 

imreafonabie that thefe metaphorical expreflions lhould be earneftly urged for the deciding any 
doctrinal controverfics, as I believe thefe have been. As the blcfiing here promifed is nati¬ 
onal, it can hardly be iuppofed that the whole nation to a man fliould become fincerely good 
and internally holy. I think therefore, that hereby is intended^ (i.) That the whole nation 
of the ^ews (hall receive and make profelfion of the chi ifiian religion, and become again God** 
people, and (land in a vifible covenant relation to him. See Mr. Locke upon Rom. xi. z 6 . note 
( x ). (a.) That true holinefs and godlinefs fhall then become more general and prevailing 

than ever, through the abundant effufion of the Holy Spirit. God, who takes, this work to 

himfclf, efft&s it by his Spirit, z Cor . iii. 3-6. and accordingly a great effufion of the 

Spirit is promifed to accompany that difpenfation, £%eh. xxxvi. 26, 27. lfa. lix. 11. 
Zech. xii. 10. 

11 (£) And they {kail not teach every man his neighbour , &c.] Ic cannot be imagined that 
the common methods of inftrudtioii, and particularly of educating youth, will then be laid 
afidc ; and all will be done by an immediate infpiracion. The cxpreHions therefore here ufed, 
•mull be underftood not abfolutcly but comparatively r and hereby is intended the va(l increale 
there {hall be among them of the. true knowledge of God. And we meet with ftveral paflagts 
of the like nature in the holy Scriptures, and in all oilier authors. Thus when God fays, X 
WiH have mercy f and not faer:fce y Match; ix. rj. the meaning is not, that he would not have 
facrifice at all, that being then a preftribudi duty ; but he-'wouWhave mercy rather than facrificc. 
Thus lfa* xliii. 1 8, 19 . when God bias his people not remember the former things , nor conjider the 
things of old, he docs not intend chat they ibould forget them, or be unthankful for them ; but 

, - X 1 only 
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TEXT. 

will I remember no more. 
In that he faith, A new co- \ 
venant, he hath made the 
firft old. Now that whichf 
decayeth and waxeth old, if. 
ready to vanilh away. 


I 

enly that they (hould hare lefs occadon to take notice of them by reafon of chat new and vaftly 
greater thing which God would do for them. Compare Jer. xvi. 14, 15. xxiii. 7, 8. 

13 ( / ) Ev 'tlo teynv Kcfjvm 1 , as^etKeLxcoy^ r 'srf cotm. In that he faith , A new covenant,, 
he hath made the firji old.'} Our author here refers to what he had cited, ver. 8* from the pro¬ 
phet. And conhdcring that this covenant is fpoken of in oppodtion to the Mofaic , and fet 
forth as taking place of it, the expreflion, A new covenant, mud denote that the former is con- 
dder’d as old, and what was to be antiquated. And when he fays. He hath made the Jirji 
old, the meaning is, that he reprefented the firft as old. 

(m) To 5 <7s<Lhouiy-<ivov xj yn^y'o’Koo ifyOc Sow that which decayeth and 

waxeth old is ready to vanifb away.} St. Paul calls th e yewifi law, WEAK and beggarly ele¬ 
ments and our author, Chap. vii. x8. fays there is a difanuliing of that commandment for the 
WEAKNESS and UNPROF IT ABLENESS thereof And agreeably to this he here, 
fpeaks of it as waxing old; in which cafe things become weak and ufelefs, and fo are ready 
to be laid adde, or put out of fight . So *tis with an old garment , as he ules that dmilitude, Chap „ 
i. 11. or with men worn out w'ith old age, who are juft dropping into the grave. Which 
ever alludon he might intend, they feem to be in the right who think he here points at the 
fpeedy deftrudion of the temple at yerufalem , whereby an end was put to the far greateft part 
of the fervice preferibed by the law of Mofes . 


140 

ch.vm. 

tarathrase. 

1 and iniquities I will remember no more. By 
faying, A new covenant , he manifefts the firft 
covenant to be old and growing out of date (/). 
Now that which waxeth old and feeble with 
age is ready to be abolifhed and put out of 
fight (m ). 

notes. 


sect. XI. 

I 

C H A P. IX. 1-14.. 

CONTENTS. 

O UR author having finifhed the digreflion which takes up. 
the foregoing fedtion, he here returns to what he was up¬ 
on before, in the firft part of the eighth chapter, with 
which his difeourfe here in the beginning of this chapter muft be 
underftood to be connedted. He had afterted that Chrift our 
high-prieft is a minifter of the true fandtuary and tabernacle which 

was 
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W35 pitched by God 2nd not by msn, Cfoflp. viii• 2• in compsrilon 
of whom the high-priefts under the law ferved but the example 
and lliadow of heavenly things, ver. j. upon which he concludes 
that Chrift had obtained a more excellent miniftry than they, ver . 6 . 

This he purfues in the fe&ion before us, wherein he argues the fu- 
perior excellency of the tabernacle in which Chrift minifters, and 
Shows from the nature of the Mofaick fervices, that they prefigured 
a more perfect fervice which was to take place after the diifolution 
of the firft tabernacle. And withal he magnifies the atonement 
Chrift has made by his own blood, when he entred into the hea¬ 
venly tabernacle, above that which was made by the high-prieft 
once a year when he entred into the holy of holies* 


!PARAPHRASE 

T HEN verily the firft tabernacle («) Ir 
had, as well as the fecond in which 
Chrift minifters, ordinances preferibing the 
fervice to be done in it ( 0 ), and it had a 
worldly fandluary (/>). For this tabernacle 2. 
was divided into two parts or tabernacles j 
and fo the firft or outward tabernacle was 

made 

X OT E S. 

1 ( w ) E'X* P'* v Then verily the firft covenant .] There arc many coples- 

which leave out the fubHantive with which rtfum agrees, and thefe our translators follow,., 
who therefore have inferted the word covenant in Italic, Our printed Greek teftaments read 
(TXHi'ib the firft tabernacle , which is agreeable to other copies. If that i$ not the true 
reading, yet I can’t but think with Dr, IVhitby , that the fenfe would be beft fo fupplied, ac¬ 
cording to-the order of his difeourfe^ of-which-notice has been before taken. And ’tis confi- 
derable that no Greek copy here rcads^ erf torn ef/aSwcH. But the reader is referr’d to the Do- 
ftor upon the place. 

(0) ^ncAtcofietjet Kctl^e.ctc. Ordinances of divine fervice .] It fhould feem that thefe ordi¬ 
nances relate wholly to the offices of the priefts, and what they did in the fanfluary. See 
ver. 10. But what I efpecially would take notice of here is the word which we have ren- 
dred a'fo. Hereby feems intended that as Chrift is a minifter \ti]nfyo^ of the true tabernacle, 
he is fubjeft to ordinances and appointments of God in the difeharge of his miniftry, as the 
priefts alfo were in their fervices in the tabernacle. 

( f ) To, re clytov K0(ry.tA.Qv. And a worldly fanBuary .] This worldly is to be considered in 
oppofttion to i'Tvaf.vtov or heavenly , Chap. viii. 5. becaufe it was made by men, whereas the. 
other was of God’s making. See below, ver. 11. The attempts therefore of learned mcn, : 
who would force another meaning upon the words, feem co b& vain* 


TEXT. 

verily the firft 
£ covenant had alfo or¬ 
dinances of divine fervice, 
and a worldly fanftuary. 

1 For there was a tabernacle 
made, the firft wherein 


* Cf ) 
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Chap. IX. 
WV 
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made, wherein was the eandleftick ( a ), and •*» *J>® «»ndiefljck, ani 

the table, and the lhew-bread (r), and this ,b r * a i ; whkhl called 
3. firffc tabernacle is called holy (/). But fanttuary. And after the 3 

within the ftcond vail (») was the ta- ;*£££& 
bernacle which is called the holy of holies ; 

which 


notes. 


2 ( 7) 2jcm $ KctlefKevd&u m 'srfaTW, ov 3 mts Au^ri^. For W 4 / a tabernacle 
made, the fir[l wherem was the candleftick. The Englifi would have run much more eafy and 
fmooth to our common readers had this been rendred, For there was the firfi tabernacle made, 

* wherein was the candlefiick, &;c. The whole building is frequently fpoken of as one taberna¬ 
cle, and fo ’tis by our author, Chap.\iii. and in the immediately preceding verfe, and clfe- 
where : but here he fpeaks of two diftinct tabernacles, upon the account (as I conceive) of the 
holy place, and the holy of holies being feparated from, one -another, and ferving intirely da- 
flinft purpofes. When he calls the former of thefe the firfi tabernacle, he has a refpeft only 
to its fituation, in as much as it prefented it lelf firft to him who entred into the tabernacle, 
and muft nece Hazily be pafied through by him who would go into the holy of holies. The form 
of this candle fii ck we have related, Exod. xxv. 31, and. the place of it, xxvi. 3$. 

(♦*) And the table, and the pew-breadS] The table here can be rio other than that upon 
which the ftew-bread was fee. See Exod • xxv. 13 — 30. and for the place where it hood, 
xxvi. 35. 

{/) H7« >\yiw !Lyi&» Which is called the fan&uaryl] *Ti& doubtful whether we are to 
take v!yiet to be plural, and fo to render it the fan&uary, or whether we fhould read it in the 
fingular <Ly\a 3 and fo turn the place with our margin. Which [firfi tabernacle] is called HOLT. 
A learned commentator takes it for granted, that the word is here plural, and fo renders the 
-•paflage, which is called HOLIES. cc Becaufe, fays* he, the mofl holy place was called the 
<c Holies of Holies , ILyin cty't& t, by thofe that fpake Greek : for in Hebrew the former is called 
M the fanttuary or Holinefs or t£J" 7 p never in the plural number ; the latter the Holinefs 

<c of Hclinejfes D'ty"7p UHp tience, he chinks, it mayfeem probable that the writer of this 
t£ cpiflle was a Grecian, or at leal! ope that did not well understand Hebrew , and therefore 
“ cannot be thought to have been St* Pauli' As his inference is contrary to my opinion, 
that St, Paul was the writer of this epiftle, I fhajl hare examine a little hisreafbning* Now 
for ought I can fee, he might as well have argued 1 that the LXX. interpreters were Grecians and 1 
did not underft and Hebrew , bec.aufe- though they ibraetimea tranflate 0 ^£JHp UTTp by 70 
c Lytov dyiuv , as Exod, xxvi. 3 3, 34* yet they at other time*'render it tLynt dywv, es 

1 Kings viii. 6. 1 Clron. iv. 21. v. 7. Nor is it unufual for them to tranfiate both UH |7 and; 
UHpO by tiyicL in the plural number* a$ thefe and feveral other places may prove; 1 Chiron. 
v. if. xxixt 5 * 7 - Ifa. xliii, 18, Esgk. v. 11. viii, 6. xxiii. 3if, 39. xxiv. 11. xxv. 3. xxxvii. 
26, 18. xlii. zo. xliii. 11, u # xjiv, i, 5, 7, 8* 9. and eonfidering how much the phrafeology 
of that tranflation is imitated in the new eeftament, andthat by SL Paul himfelf, I can’t think 
that this is any evidence that he was not the writer of this epiftle. 

3 ( t ) Mila, j 7 3 J'iv'jtfyo ted]ctK^jcLCSfxd* And after the fecond vail J The firfi vail Was* 
that which opened into the holy place., whither the priefts went daily performing their fervice. 
This is fpoken of Exod, xxvi. 36, 37 > xxxvi. 37* The other here called the fecond vail parted 
between the. holy plaw and the holy. oJ& : lioliefi. See Exod* xxvi. 31— 3 3. xxxvi. 3 5. 


z 


4 (*) 



HE BREWS. 


TEXT. ¥ AR AT HR AS E. 

4 of «n: Which had the goi- which had the golden center ( it ), and 

den cenfer, add the ark of- 

NOTES. 

4 ( u ) Xfuo’BF d-vptajfieiot, Which had the golden cenfir.'] Of this we read Levi 

xvi. ii, 13. *Tis not there exprefly faid chat the cenfer was made of gold, as is here afi'crted : 
but the thing is highly probable, confiderirtg that it was ufed in the molt holy place : and - 
herein the Jews agree with our author, it being Maimonides' s obfervation ; “ Every [other"] 

£C day he whofe duty ’tis to ufe the cenfer, putteth the coals in a cenfer of filver, &*c. but this 
“ day [of expiation] the high^prieft putteth coals in a cenfer of gold." See Airfw. on Lev, 
xvi. ii. *Tis more difficult perhaps to account for what is here faid, that the fecond tabernacle 
which is the holiefi of all had this golden cenfeY. We don't read that this cenfer was kept al¬ 
ways in the holy of holies: and they who think that it was kept all the year round in the out¬ 
ward fanftuary, near to the entrance into the holy of holies, give a very forced interpretation 
of thefe words, making them to fignify only that the holy of holies had this utenfil defign’d for 
its ufe, but that it was never thefe except when the high-prieft carried it with him on the 
great day of atonement. They who give this interpretation will not like to have it carried 
farther, as though the holy of holies had Only in the fame manner the ark of the covenant , al¬ 
though the lyjscra. equally belongs to both. And indeed by the fame way of interpreting they 
may make the holy of holies to have had all the things that were in the outward or firft taber¬ 
nacle. This difficulty would be flill greater, if that wefe true which fome have with mueh- 
afferance affirmed, that the high-prieft took both the golden cenfer and the fweet incenfe from 
the altar of incenfe, and having taken the coals from oft the altar of burnt offerings, and put 
them in the golden cenfer, he began to burn the incenfe before he was actually paft the vail 
and encred into the holy of holies. For if this were true the golden cenfer coula not be kept 
in the holy of holies, becaufe the high-prieft could not then have been in to fetch it out. But 
this feems to be a miftake. The Jews do not allow that the high-prieft burnt incenfe but in 
the holy of holies, as MairfioMes allures us ill oppofition to the Sadducees, who pretended the 
iiteertfe was to be* pot upon the fire in the temple without the vail. See Ainfw. as before 
cited. 1 will Venture hore to fubmit my conjecture to confideration. This golden cenfer 
ffiems to me to have been kept juft within the vail, at the entrance into the holy of holies, and 
that rhe high-prieft when he Was about to go in thither, went firft to the altar of burnt-offer¬ 
ings and took from (hence as many burning Coals as would fill a cenfer (whether he took thenr 
ift one of the ordinary cenfers which belong’d to the altar of incenfe, or in any other veflel, is 
nor faid, and much lefs is it faid that he cook them in the golden cenfer^ then he took as 
much fweet incenfe as W'ould fill both his hands, (but it appears not that he took this from the 
attar of incenfe, nor is it very probable he did, if the jews account be true, that they beat 
this incenfe final] the evening before the day of atonement; fee Ainfw. on Exod. xxx. 34,) 
Thefe burning coals and the fweet incenfe, I imagine, he carried into the holy of holies, at - 
the very firft entrance into which I fuppofe he found the golden cenfer into which he emptied 
the coals, and then put inccftfc thereon. Thus 1 underfland thofe two verfes, Lev. xvi. ii, 1 3. 
fie [Aaron] 'fiaU take a cenftr full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord , and 
fcr/ l a fids full of fweet incenfe beaten fmaU y and bring it within the vail. I hardly think that 
hereby tvas injoined that he fhould actually ineafurc the burning coals by a cenfer, or the in¬ 
cenfe by what he could hold in his hands, but that he was to guefs at this'and take as much 
as he thought amounted to thefe quantities, and therefore fhould rather render the latter, And 
two handfuls of fweet incenfe. if Hff filled both his hands with the fweet incenfe, and fo car* 
ried it into the holy of holies, how could he carry the burning coals! It feems more probable, 
as the jews affirm, that he carried the fweet incenfe in a pot. . See Ainfw. on ver. ij. - And 
the word ufed here in both places, 13 to be underftood in (he fame manner, 1 Kings • 
: mi. > 
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1 


^rk of the covenant overlaid within and Ac covenant overlaid round 
without with gold (w\ wherein was the 

golden pot which contained an omer of had manna, and Aarons 

the manna wherewith God fed the Israe¬ 
lites in the wildcrnefs (x)> and Jarons 

rod 


NOTES. 

xvii. 11. and in other texts for a quantity not precifdy meafured by the hand; nor is the 
fame way of fpeaking unufual in our own language. However lo far is clear, that the coals 
and the inccnfe are here fpoken of as brought within the vail, before any mention is made of 
burning the inccnfe, for that follows ver. i 3. And he flail put the incenfe upon the fire before the 
Lord [i. c. in the holy of holies] that the cloud of the ivcenfe may cover the mercy-feat that is upon 
the teflimony^ that he die not y viz. for beholding the Shechinah there. I know of but one ancient 
tcltimony (befides that of the Sadducees before mentioned) that runs counter to this opinion, and 
that is in Philonis lib. ii. De Monarch, p. 821. e. where fpeaking of this matter he fays, Tlufeior 
yu $ dvQpfl.wv >9 dv pitied]©- haKoy/i^e. He brings in a cenfer full of burning coals 

and fweet incenfe. The whole lire ft of the objection mull Jie upon the word which 

if taken in the moft proper fenfe, and with the utmoft flriftneft, mull make him to take part 
with the Sadducees in their opinion, which is not probable. I purpofely waye the farther pro- 
fecution of this matter (which I would refer to the judgment of the reader) and the myltical 
meaning of this and the other things here mentioned, any farther than as our inlpired author 
has plainly declared it : for I am feniible that mens own fancies may eafily miflead thofe who 
indulge them in fuch interpretations. 

(w ) And the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold.] Concerning this fee Exod. 
xxv. 10—16. xxxvii. r — 5. 

( x ) F> ? rct/zr©" \y*ctL rb y.elwct. Wherein was the golden pot that had manna.] 

See Exod. xvi. 32—-34. where the Hebrew makes no mention of the metal of which the pot 
was made, but the LXX. exprefly call it a golden pot, vex. 33. And confldering where it was 
placed, there can be little reafon to doubt of its being of gold. But ’tis more difficult to deter¬ 
mine what cp 5 here refers to. Some think ’tis to the ark of the covenant juft mentioned be¬ 
fore^ and the rather, becaufe the tables of the covenant are prelently faid to be in the fame; 
and there can be no doubt that thole tables were in the ark it lelf; befide that in the next verle 
the Cherubims of glory are faid to be over it, that is, as they interpret ir, the ark of the cove¬ 
nant, and confequently all the things that come between, that is this golden pot and Aaron's 
red muft be thought to be c v tm jt/ 3 <y]w. But againft this opinion ’tis objafted from 1 Kings 
viii. 9. That there was nothing in the ark fave the two tables of flone. To which lome anfwer 
that that fpeaks only of Solomons time at his placing the ark in the temple, but that it was 
©therwife in the tabernacle built by Mofes . But that folution feems infufficient, becaule the 
text feems to fpcak of the ark as containing the fame it did from Mofes* s time. There was no¬ 
thing in the ark fave the two tables of flone 3 which Mofes put there at Horeb, when the Lord 
made a covenant with the children of Ilrael, when they came out of the land of Egypt. So alio 
2 thton. v. 10. The ark therefore feems to have been in the fame ftate in Solomon's time, that 
it had been in from the days of Mofes. Compare Exodi xxv. 21. Deut. x. 2, 5,^ Others leem lo 
fenfible of this difficulty in that fcheme, that they choofe rather to explain cv lo far as it re¬ 
fers to the golden pot and Aaron's rod, from the Hebrew D, and fb they would render it by 
which , or near to which, was the golden pot .* but this conftruftioQ feems to be very hard, 
lince they will not a]low it to hold on to the tables of the covenant. And indeed ’tis natural 
to imagine; that iv 2 being only once ufed, with a general relpeft to the three following par¬ 
ticulars. 
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rod that budded, and the 
^ tables of the covenant: And 
over it the cherubim s of glory 
fhadowing the mercy-feat: 
of which we cannot now 


rod that bloflfom’d and bore almonds (y \ 
and the tables of the covenant which God 
wrote, and which were put in the ark. But 
over this ( z ) were the cherubims of glory, 
which with their wings ftretched out covered 
the mercy-feat ( a ) : of all which I have not 

now 



NOTES. 

ticulars, fhould be ufed in the fame fenfe concerning them all. It feems therefore more eafy to 
underftand the cv«to relate to the fecond tabernacle, and fo the words are exadly true : for all 
thefe things were in that fecond tabernacle or in the holy'of holies, and particularly this golden 
pot was there, Exod . xvi. 33, 34. This may perhaps receive forae confirmation from the iv 
tier. a. which refers to the firft tabernacle, juA as the other is here fuppofed to refer to the fe- 
cond tabernacle. If any objeft that it would have been more proper upon this fuppoficion for 
our author to have mention’d the ark and the tables of the covenant together, without the in¬ 
tervention of the two other articles; it may be replied that though this might be lo in cafe he 
had intended to treat exactly and particularly of thefe things, yet lince he exprefly fays he could 
not now fpeak particularly of thefe things, ver, 9. no fuch nicenefs or exaftnefs was neceflary; 
for which realon alio he does not reckon up all the things that were in each tabernacle. 

( y ) And Aaron’/ rod that budded. Concerning this fee Numb, xvii. I ■ lo. and by the 
10th verfe it appears it was put into the holy of holies, 

5 ( z ) Tt 5 etvjnt. And over it.'] That the two cherubims were upon or over the 
ark appears by Exod. xxv. zz. But the reafon of this note is to obviate an argument againft 
the interpretation before given of iv n wherein) in the foregoing verfe. For from hence fome 
infer that that wherein mu A relate to the ark y and not barely to the fecond tabernacle , becaufe 
what is here faid muft be connected therewith. And over it y that is, over the ark of the covenant 
were the cherubims of glory. If there were any abfolute necellity for fuch a connexion, all 
that has been pleaded againft that fenfe muft be given up. But I apprehend there is no fuch 
neceflity. For the it here may well enough agree with J^/etQrnuii covenant , juft before 
mentioned. To clear this let it be oblerved, that the tables that were in the ark contained on¬ 
ly the ten commandments. Thefe were God’s tefiimony to ifrael , and his covenrffit with them ; 
and accordingly the two tables are called indifferently the tables of the tefiimony y and the tables 
of the covenant . Now as the mercy-feat is faid fbmetimes to be upon the ark of the tefiimony y 
Bxod. xxvi. 34. and fometiraes upon the teJlimony y for that being in the ark what was over one 
was neccflarily over t’other ; fb there is exactly the fame reafon why the mercy-feat might 
be faid to be over the covenant , which is the lame thing with the tefimony. And the fame 
reafon will hold good for the cherubims of glory, as well as for the mercy-feat . So that with¬ 
out any impropriety our author might fay, Over the which [covenant laid up in the ark] yvere 
the cherubims of glory. ■ ^ 

(a) Xgf cTopjf y.ct[<tG¥JdJfov}tL ihcLriieiov. The cherubims of glory fhadowing the mer¬ 
cy-feat.] Concerning thefe read Exod . xxv. 17- zz. xxxvii. 6 — 9. The ark being placed 

exactly in the middle between the north and fouth fides of the tabernacle, upon it was the mei*- 
cy-fear, which is by many thought to have been the only covering of the ark; upon each fide 
was a cherub with wings ftretched out, fo as that one. wing of each : cherub touched the fide of 
the tabernacle on which it refpe&ively was placed, and the other wings met rogerher over the 
middle of the ark and the mercy-feat. This propitiatory or mercy-feat was confidcr’d as the 
feat of God himfclf. It was here that the atonement was made, and that God was rendred 

U pro- 
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6 . now leifure to treat parHculdf-ty. No'\fr when’ 
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7 - ...... . 

the high-prieft only, and he only once in the 

year, not without blood which he offered for 
himfelf and for the errors of the people, the 

Holy 

NOTES . 


thele things were thus order d, the ordinary 
priefts went continually into the firft taberna¬ 
cle performing the fervices which belong’d to 
their offices. But within the fecorid viiil Sfrent 



fEXT. 


fjfeik ftiticularly. Now 6 
Whin thrift fhtdgd Were thus 
ord'Miiddi the priefts went 
always into the Aril taber¬ 
nacle, acbofhpliftting the fef- 
vice of Cod: But into the 7 
fecond went the high-prieft 
alone once every year, not 
without blood, which he 
offered for himfelf, and for 
the errors of the people. 


propitious Jby thp high-priefts fprin|clii)g the blood upon it, and before it, xvi. 14,15. 
,J?rom hence he appeared,, and gave forth his oracles, and fo met with His high-prieft, and by 
him with his people* There is one place in our tranflation which I think needs to be correct¬ 
ed, as it tends to puzzle the common reader, and did me till I look’d into the Hebrew ; and 
the rather do I take notice of it, becaufe tjie LXX. agree with our tranflation, Exod. xxv. zz. 
And there I w?# meet with tbgp, and commune with thee , fnm AEOVlZ the mercy-fedt CLXX. 
atwQiv fk iAetrneitf, Beb, f rom between the cherubims, &C. I think this fhotild 

be rendred verbatim, From upon the mercy-feat, that is from the mercy-feat. For durs and the 
LXX. tranflation feem to imply that God was.noc feated upon but above the merCy-feat. This 
mercy-feat, according to the account before given, was between the cherubims. Whence God 
is, fa id to fit between the cherubims, Pfal, jeix. 1. and z Kings .xix. 15. Pfaf.lxtx. 1. Ifaiab 
xxxvii, 16. jn all. which, the fam^ pfirafe tUTO^On is ufed ; as alfo z Kings xix. 15. 
That thefe -things were ftjadows, emblems and patterns of heavenly things, feems paft doubt 
from,what wc n^et.'vith in this epiftle. Nor does it appear difficult to underftand of what 
the mercy-feat was an emblem, fince St. Paul fb exprefly (peaks of Chrift under that notion, 
,Kom. iii. z$. h(hom Cod has fet forth as a propitiatory, or mercy-feat: for fo it ought to be 
j-endred. See. Mr. Locke upon that pjacc. However uncertain the application of fuch things 
may feem, yet this appears liable to very little objection. The cherubims by the account be¬ 
fore given rauft have overfhadow’d the mercy-feat, or covered it, fince their wings join’d to¬ 
gether over the middle of it. Thefe cherubims arc commonly, and I think with good reafon, 
thought to be fenfible reprefentations of angels, and they are called cherubim^ of glory, not'. 
,harejy upon the account of the matter or Formation of-them, but as they were emblems of that 
Shecbinab or glorious prefence of God,, which ufed to be afforded by the interven tion of angels, 
and which certainly attended the ark and the mercy-feat in the tabernacle. 

There is one thing which I would i refer to the con fide fat ion of fuch as are iiiquifirive into 
.the fenfe of the holy Scriptures \ and that is, whether we have ordinarily fixed upon the true 
notion of the mercy-feat. We feem ordinarily to take it for a (lately and fixed throne where- 
.911 God as it .were continually .fits without any variation or change of it; but there is one paf- 
ffage which, feems to reprefent this as a feat in a cfiarfot* 1 Chrott , xxviii. iff. Be game gold for 
.thfiipattern of the ,C BAR IOTof the cherubims , that fpread out their wings^ and covered the ark » 
the .covenant of the Ifird. Let {the reader confider whether, this* will not account for the lofty 
jtxpre/fions ufed of the chariots of GW.Pf^l, Ixviii. 17- and his riding upon a cher'ub,Vf2\. xviii. 10. 
and fb me .places in, the prophecy or Ezekiel: fiut I purpofely .forbear to inlarge upon thefe. 
matters^however j.may be^in my Own mind concerning the application that is to be 

made of them to our.Lora Jefus Chrift. 
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8 The Holy Ghoft this fignify- Holy Ghoft hereby fhewing, that the way 

made manifeft, while as the tO the priefts Of people the tint 

firft tabernacle was yet tabernacle retained its primitive fituation’’and 

figure for the time chch pre- , hie f £)» \Vhich firft tdberlisclc wss an im- 

* perfect ^delineation of the things of this pre¬ 
sent time (J)j in which wete offend both 

gifts 


v 


8. 


NOTES. 

8(6). Mina <mp&n$&cu r rff dyluv ofbv* That the way into the holiefi of all was not 
yet toade manififil] If the £yia. which we render the holiefi of aU were to be underftood of 
neaven, it could not be hence concluded that heaven was inaccefiible to thofe good men who 
lived under the old. difpenfation. All that could be,then inferr’d would be v only this, that 
they got thither by a way which they did not chemfelves clearly underftand. But it does-not 
appear that he means heaven here: but only the immediate prefence of God ; which he fets 
out by the holy of holies in which there was fuch a prefence. This is plain from the m&nnet in 
which he {peaks of the fame thing, chap . x. 19— 11 . Nor does this imply that good men had 
not before Chrift’s time accefs to God \ but only that the way or ground of that accefi was hot 
clearly perceived by them, the intimations that were given of it in the typical fervice being too 
obfeure to deferve to be called a manifeftation. 

If it be asked. How did the Holy Ghoft fignify thus much? *Tis eafy to anfwer from the 
. foregoing verle; that the people and all the priefts were debarred coming into the holy of holies, 
where God was in fuch an eminent manner prefent, this being allowed to the high* prieft only, 
and not to him conftantly, but only once a year. To which we may farther add, that when 
he went in there, he was bound under pain of death to keep burning incenfe, that by the 
cloud it made his view of the divine glory might be intercepted. 

( c ) E rt f exJinji s d<riv, while as the firfi tabernacle was yet fianding .] 

Th tfirfi tabernacle is.generally interpreted to fignify the whole building, and ’tis thought to 
be called ihe firfi in pppofition to the tabernacle of Chrift mentioned, ver. 11 . But it feems 
to me more reasonable to underhand this of the court of the priefts for two reafons. k Be- 
caufe this expreffion of the firfi tabernacle does nea^eft in the context fignify chat court, fee 
ver. i, 6, i. Bccaufe this does fb well fuit our author’s argument. For as that court led to 
the holy of holies, and it was neceffary to pafs through it in order to enter thereinto, as long 
as that remained in its ancient ftate and ufe, the holy of holies mud be inaccefiible to all the 
people who might not fo much as come into that firft tabernacle or the court of the priefts, and 
likewife to the priefts who were not permitted to go any farther. So that *tis plain from 
hence that the way into the holieft was not then made manifeft. 

9(d) HT/f c 14 t Kaurov r evsc'HKOTet. Which was a figure for the time thenpre - 

fevt.'\ Our tranilators have inferted the word then y which is not in the original, and contra¬ 
ry to their ufual method have not given notice of it by putting it into a different charafter. 
And to fay the truth, the fenfe feems to me better if then be here left out. For this Cor as 
fome copies read this firfi 9 i. e. tabernacle] was properly a figure <$>cpCo\n [that is, as fheopby - 
laft fays, TuVot Jtj Giuajytypitty a type or imperfect delineation] for the prefent time y vifc. to 
reprefent obfcurelyche advantages of the prefent time, now Chrill is come. To which pur- 
pole we may obferve that in relefius's readings it runs thu^ ria^GoAn £h to xaic* 

with which the Vulg . agrees. Qua parabola eft tempms infiantis. ‘ And if we follow the 
* Complut . copy, that will feem to determine it to the fenfe I have' given, iif 'to* 
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gifts and facrifices ( e ), which could not, 
with reference to the conscience, make perfect 
the worfhiper (/), who only worfhip’a with 
meat and drink offerings, and various wait¬ 
ings, which were carnal ordinances laid upon 
the Jews until the time of reformation (g ). 

But 


fent, in which were offered 
both gifts and facrifices, that 
could not make him that 
did the fervice perfefr, as 
pertaining to the confeience. 
Which flood only in meats io 
and drinks, and divers 
walhings, and carnal ordi¬ 
nances impofed on them un¬ 
til the time of reformation. 


NOTES. 

nou&v nrov lyiruxora. This he calls in the next verfe the time of reformation. 

(> ) Kct 0 * ov tPugfi. rs hcli Qv<rteu Gr&o'ipigpvlcu. In which were offered both gifts and fitter fi- 
ces. J I follow here the reading of the Ahx. Clermont , and other MSS. together with the Vulg . 
an:j CecumeniuSy Ka 0 ’ nr fc. 'srf&Tnv (TKtwriVy or elfe xa 0 ’ «»>, fc. 'zrAgy.Cohtiv. So that in whicb 9 
or according to which I*underftand to relate to the flrfl tabernacky and not, with our tranfla- 
tors, to the timti 

(f) Mfj S'uydy.ivcu <rvvu£n<rnf T*K&u<7ffA r &a]$<vovta. That could not make him that 
did the fervice perfe&y as pertaining to the confeience. ] This rendering looks as though the priefts 
only who did the fervice in the firft tabernacle, were here defigned. It would have been freer 
from ambiguity to an EngUfb reader, if it had been rendred here as Chap. x. z. the worjbipery 
that is him who brought the gift or facrifice. The limitation as pertaining to the confeience , is 
agreeable to many other pallages in this epiftle. Ceremonial impurities were done away by 
thefe gifts and facrifices,., but moral evils*which burdened the confeience, upon which a fenfe of 
guilt was left, could not be removed hereby. So that the fenfe here is much the fame with 
what is thus exprefs’d, AHs xiih 39. By Chrift aU that believe are juflfiedfrom all things , from 
which ye could not be juflfied by the law of Moles. 

10 (g) M wov end pfdyeto-/ x) 'sro/xAff/, x} c ^>et , /]i(ry.olcy xj £ tx.au to yt.A<n rctgKjf, 
yX’/ex xcuf« cO/of0fi)Ve<y< bmx.dy.iv a. Which flood only in meats and drinks , and divers wajb- 
ingsy and carnal ordinances impofed on them until the time of reformation .] The conftru&ion in 
this verfe is confiderably obfeure. Our tranflators have inferred which flood : but } tis not eafy 
to guels what they mean by which .*■ nor- can I perceive what it ean relate to in the Greeky ex¬ 
cept it be the flrfl tabernacle , or the figure , neither of which feem well to fuit. Again, if wc. 
follow the common reading of the original, which I have fet down, I'jnx.dfj^JA cannot agree, 
with «PtKcuedyetfty and therefore there muft then be an ellipfis, fuch as £ t/va mV, or the like. 
The reader will bear with me in offering a fomewhat different account of the meaning of lo ■ 
obfeure a paffage. And here in the firft place I join the beginning of this verfe with the latter 
end of the former in this manner. Thofe fitter fices could not y as pertaining to the confidence^ make 
perfett him that worfbifd [God] only with meats-and drinks , and divers wajbings . And fo cm 
will be inftead of In the next place, there being-nothing to favour the prefent Vulg. but 
Velefius y s various readings, which feern adapted to ferve that tranllation, I don’t think it very' 
neceflary to regard his putting bmKHyivotc inftead of c mxdySyAy and efpecially fince the old, 
Italick verlion, before it was corrupted, feemsto have read cmnst/ufaet, as may- be judged from 
the hatin copies of St. Germains and Clermont. Farther, inftead of x} ftKAiduetet I chofe to 
follow the Alex, and other MSS. and to read cN Kauriyetj a. And. as the fenfe is elliptical, I 
chofe. to fill it up before that word rather than after, and*underftand it as though he had ftid, 

a 7tVA nv ^ixAidy.tf\et ffAfubf -c Which were carnal ordinances'impofid. See. 

So that- here our author, as in other places, brings in this claule to difparage and leffen thole 
ordinances upon which the Hebrews were apt to let a great value.. If this interpretation fo far 
he admitted,, it may'•perhaps help us to underftand whafris meant by meats and drinks i. This , 
has.exceedingly puzzled interpreters, wh© take it for granted, that by meats here we are to 
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But chrift being come an g u t Chrift, an high-prieft of good things to be 
high-pneft of good things a f terwart j beftowed, being come ( h ), through 


11 


NOTES. 

underftand fuch meats as were clean, that is, which they were allowed to eat. But I mud: 
needs fay, it feeras very Orange that this fhould be mentioned prefently after gifts andfacrifces y 
which could not make the worfhipers perfeft as pertaining to the confidence. For though the 
abftaining from unclean and forbidden meats was an aft of obedience, yet it was not properly an 
aft of worfhip; nor does this at all help out the proof of his afiertion, that thofe gifts and facrifi- 
ees could not make perfeft. However, fince fuch abfiaining from forbidden meats would keep 
them free from fome defilement, though it would not remove or take away any other, let it 
be fuppofed that their interpretation of meats is Juft, yet what will they then make of the 
drinks? They are fenfible of the difficulty here, and acknowledge there was no uncleannefs in 
drinks as well as meats ; and therefore a poor fhifc they make to get over this, and explain it 
from the law concerning the Nazarites, to whom wine and ftrong drink were forbidden, and 
from the law that forbad the priefts to drink wine when they were to minifter in holy things. 
But how unlikely are thefe things ? and efpecially when we confider with what chefe meats 
and drinks are here joined, and that is divers <wafbivgs y which were in order to purify them ? 
It feems therefore highly reafbnable to fuppofe that the meats and drinks mean fomewhac of the 
fame nature: and accordingly I underftand both to be fpoken concerning the facrifices which 
eonfifted of both meats and drinks ; the facrifices are called the meat of God’s houfe, and wine 
was to be ufed in all their drink offerings. There can be nothing more to our author's purpofe 
than the words he ufes when taken in this fenfe. 

Nothing farther in this text needs explication, except it be what is meant by the time of refor¬ 
mation, In the general ic muft mean the time of the Meftiah,, as feems plain by the next verfe. 
By this reformation is intended that change that Chrift made of the way and manner of ferving 
God, putting an end to the Jewifb pedagogy and ceremonial fervice, and appointing another 
of a more noble and fpiritual nature. Nor were the Jews themfelves without an expectation 
of fomewhat of this kind to be effefted by the Mcffiah when he came, as Dr. Whitby has fhown 
upon the place. The aflerting of this feems to have-been the reafbn w hy the Jews were fo ex- 
afperated againft St. Stephen. For thus the witnefles deppfed againft him, Afts vi. 14. We 
heard him fay , that this Jefus of Nazareth (tali deftroy this place , and fall change the cuftoms 
which Molts delivered us. There is nothing in this which the holy martyr might not well 
have faid ; nor does it appear unlikely to me that he fhould deliver himfelf to that purpofe. I 
therefore imagine that when they aFe called falfe witneffes y it is merely upon the account of 
the invidious turn they gave to his innocent words. We have heard him fpeak blafphemous 
words againft Mofes, and againft God* ver . 1 1 . And again, ver. 13. This man ceafeth not to 
fpeak blafphemous words againft this holy place and the law. 

11 (h ) fj.ewbi^cov tlyaJ)£But Chrift be'wg come 

an high-prieft of good things to come.'] Some would have the q here to be a redditivc to ft : in the 
firft verfe. But that feems hard to be allowed, fince *cis not only fo remote, but the compari - 
fon is rather made between the Jewifb high-prieft mentioned ver. 7. and Chrift. 

The wordis obfeureas here ufed, and feems to have puzzled interpreters. 
On© owns it is never elfewhere taken in the fame fenfe it is here. Ic fignifies to come to a 
pf rfon or place, or to be prefcnc any where. They feem to be mifiaken who underftand this 
of the incarnation of Chrift ; nor do T find that any pretend he afted as a prieft before his 


death. The interpretation therefore rhat feems mod probable to me, however overlook’d by 
interpreters is, that is to be joined in conftruftion with c/f ret 

eLytd. in the next verfe, and that the fenfe is this: That being as an high-prieft come to the 

holy 
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a greater and more perfett tabernacle, that 
was not (as the JewiJh tabernacle) made 
with hands or fafhioned by men (i ), being 
come , Ifay> to the holy of holies, he entred 
1 2. once thereinto, not indeed with the blood of 
goats (k) and calves as the high-prieft did 
(/), but with his own blood, having obtain- 
. ed eternal redemption ( m ). For if the blood 

of 



to come, by a greater and 
more perfect tabernacle, not 
made with hands, that is 
to fay, not of this build¬ 
ing ; Neither by the blood it 
of goats and calves, but by 
his own blood he entred in 
once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal re¬ 
demption-/or-au. - For if the i 3 


NOTES. 

holy of holies he entred thereinto. ■ That (sfeyyivi&cu and hei^eiv are thus joined together 
we may fee by ABs xxiii. 16. And if I miffake not, this will make the conftruftion eafy in 
this place. 

Farther, however fome may think light of the interpretation of fx^Wofjav iytAZvy yet 
I can't but prefer that which refers this to the good things which were to be brought about by 
Chrift, and that the fiiWo/jav has here a relpeft to the age of the Meftiah, who was accord¬ 
ing to the LXX. to be th t father of tht age to come . And accordingly I don’t condder this as 
having lo much a refpeft to the future heavenly felicity (though I would not affirm that that 
mud be wholly excluded) as to the advantages we have by'Chrift in this prefent world. 

( i) <rx,mti { 3 y t vjirt « Tdtv]nf f migwc* 

By a greater and more perfect tabernacle , not made with hands , that is to fay , not of this build - 
ing.] Thefe words, as they hand in the original, may be thought to belong to the^W things 
to come y and lo our author Ihould be underhood to fay thofe good things were to come, or to 
be conveyed to us by a greater and more perfeft tabernacle. And thus our tranllators feem to 
have taken them. But itfeems to me more natural to join the words with e/<riiA6sp in the 
next verfe, and lo the fenfe will ftand thus, But Chrift a high-prieft of good things to come, 

• came and entred by or through a greater and more perfect tabernacle into tne holy of holies. 

This greater and more perfeft tabernacle is, I think, to be interpreted from Chap . x. ao. to 
dgnify the flefh of Chrift, which very well agrees with the context in this place. This is faid 
not to be made with hands , in oppodtion to the tabernacle or temple which were the work of 
men ; and fo ’tis explained, that is to fay y not of this buildings not of fuch an human or earth¬ 
ly ftrufture. 

li (&) Ovc H «JV a/petl®- T^yycov. Either by the blood of goats.'] The meaning of ov<Pl 
here is ne tjuidem ; and fo the propet rendring would have been, Sot indeed by the blood of goats 
and calves , [as the high-priefts under the law} but by bis own blood he entred once into the holy of 
holies . 

(/) Kcti fjLoyavAnd calves .] In Lev . xvi. 3. the Hebrew has " 1 M | 3 . "13 which wc 
render & young bullock . The dillinftion the yews make is that dgnines a calf of the firft 
year, and *13 one of the fecond year ; fo that being fo young it might be reckon’d a calf. Ac¬ 
cordingly the LXX. in rendering that place in Lev . continually tranflate it by /uo^©-, and 
them our author follows, as does aifo tYitVulg. which ufes the word vitulus. 

(w) Aiavittv AUTf«<r/r?y^ 4 ^®’« Having obtained eternal redemption fir us .] St. Paul 
has told us what we are to underftand by redemption, Eph. i. 7. In v^hom [Chrift] we have re¬ 
demption through his bloody even the forgivdnefs of fins . Compare Col. i. 14. 1 This he attri¬ 
butes to the blood of Chrift as does St.'Peter alfo, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. And in like manner does 
our author here fpeak of it as obtained! by the blood of Chrift as an expiatory facrifice. Com¬ 
pare ver . 14. The reafbn why he here calls this eternal redemption, is that he might ihow 
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blood of bulls, and of goats, 0 f bulls and goats, and the water of feparati- 

fprinkUng'fhe^ndeanl'fan- on mixed with the afhes of the red heifer, 
ttifieth to the purifying of being fpnnkled upon thofe who were under 
i4the flefti; How much more a ceremo njal uncle^nnefs ( n ), fanttifies to the 

who through the eternal cleanfing of their flem (0), how much more 14. 
Spirit, offered himfeif with- /hall the blood of Chrilft, who through the 

«em,l Spirit (f ) offer'd himfeif a fiotlefs 
to ferve the living God ? offering to God, be effeaual to purify your 

confcience from fins ( q ), that fo you may be 
at liberty to ferve the living God {r )2 

NOTES. 

r 

that his entring into the holy place as our high-prieft needed not to be more than once; it be¬ 
ing of that complete virtue as perfeftly to expiate all the fins of all that lhould believe in, and 
obey him to the end of the world, there could be no occafion for its ever being repeated. 

13 (w ) Concerning the afbes of an heifer fprinkhng the unclean, read Hum, xix. 

O) •Q&t £ f <ruf)Us KoL 6 *&>Tnla. Santftjietk to the purifying of the fiefi.'] The 

legal impurities debarr’d the Jews an attendance upon the pubjick fervice : from thefe they 
were freed by the facrifices, walkings, and fprinklings appointed by the Mofaick law, which 
are called carnal ordinances, ver. 10. and fo became qualified again for publick,wor/)fip. And 
of chis our author /peaks under the notion of {^notification. That this fan ft ifi cation or purify¬ 
ing is to be confiderM with refpeft to the divine fervice appears by the next verfe, wherein he 
reprefeuts the advantage we have by the blood of Chrift, viz.. to be qualified to ferve the living 
God . 

14 (p) 0 / JVtf nisi//**?©" eituviM, Who through the eternal Spirit.'} There are fo many 
Greek copies which read here dyiu inftead of amn'iu, the holy inftead of the eternal fpirit, with 
which the Vulg. agrees, that it can’t eafily be determined with any great certainty which is the 
true.reading, efpecially fince the ancient Syriac verfion agrees with the common reading. Who 
through the Spirit which is for ever . The nature, of opr author’s argument fee ms to leads us to 
confider this Spirit as fignifying the A.ay®- or divine nature of our Lord, fince he is fitting 
f rth the intrinfick worth and excellency of his offering ; though it muft be own’d that a good 
fenfe may be given of the words, - when .they. arc. interpreted pf the Holy Spirit. 

( cf ) lietdaeit* t 7 uv$\S'i\<nv uy.vv fyycov' ShaU purge your confcience from dead 

works.} By dead works we are evidently to underfland fins. See Chap. vi. 1. The blood of 
•Chrtftis fidito pyrge or purify tfiom thefe, as it mak^s acone/nent for, or obtains tfie fprgive- 
nefs of them ; the confequence of which :s, that the confcience is hereby freed from the di- 
flrcfling fenfe of guilt, and a perfon acquires a freedom in the fervice of God. The confcience 
is here mentioned to (hew the great difference in the effects of the blood of Chrift, and of the 
legal purifications, that whereas the latter only pujifiedthe flefti, the former purified the mind 
and confcience. 

( r ) The reafon -why our author fpeaks here of God as the living Gpd,;feems ro ( be that he 
might the more plainly intimate the ncccfiity of phe confcience’s.being^urged.from dead works 
in order to the ferving him. Confidermg him as a Gad of life and almighty power, guilt on 
the confcience would affright men from his fervice. 


SECT. 


X 
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SECT. XII. 

CHAP. IX. 15-s—2J. 

CONTENTS. 

T HIS fe&ion feems to be in a good meafure a digrefllon in 
our author’s difcourfe. In the former he had, by compa¬ 
ring the ancient tabernacle and the fervice thereof with 
Chrift, fliown the weaknefs of it ; and to this he returns in the be¬ 
ginning of the next chapter. But here, upon his having aiTerted 
the great virtue of the blood of Chrift, he inlarges in fhowing how 
neceft'ary the fhedding of his blood was, partly upon the accouut 
of his office as mediator, partly from the nature of God’s covenant 
with men, as appears by what was done under the firft covenant. 
And he argues from the different natures of the things to be puri¬ 
fied with facrifices, that the blood of a more excellent facrifice was 
neceft'ary under the fecond than under the firft. And in the four 
laft verfes he has a refpett to what he had before faid of Chrift’s 
dying and entring into the holy of holies but once, proving that 
that was every way fufficient. By all thefe things ’tis evident, that 
tl ough I look upon this as a digrdfion, yet ’tis a moft pertinent 
and ufeful one. 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


A ND in order to Chrift’s accomplifhing A nd for thn caufeheit 1 5 

this J /> he is the mediator of the new teftament, that by 
new covenant ( t ), that his death intervening means of death, for the re¬ 
fer 


NOTES. 

15 (/) Keti JW tutc. And for this canfe."] I take this to refer to the laA claufe of the 
foregoing verfe, and that the fenfe Hands thus: <e And for this end that he might purge your 
ct confcicnce from dead works to ferve the living God, he is the mediator, 0 fc.’* 

(r ) A/£t 0 «kHf Haivne \ r/r. He is the mediator of the new teftamentf\ ’Tis ob- 

ferved before that this is the only place where the word J'/ctQnx.w can be thought to be put for 
a teftament rather than a covenant. See on Chap, vii. 21. note ( k ). It fhall now be inqui¬ 
red whether there be 3 ny oeceflity of taking it fo in this verfe and its context. This is the ra- 
r ther 
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r 53 

Chap. IX. 


demption of the tranJjjreflt- 
'ona that were under the fir ft 
teftament, they which are 
called might receive the pro- 
mife of eternal inheritance* 


for obtaining the forgivenefs of the tranf- 
greflions that were committed againft the 
firft covenant, thofe who being called fub- 
mk to the new covenant, might receive 
the promifed eternal inheritance ( u ). 

For 


NOTE S. 

ther to be confider’d, becaufe lome have imagined that our author plays as it were with the 
ambiguity of the Greek word, which fignifies either a teftament or a covenant, and that there 
is very little ftrength in his way of reasoning ; which others judge to be an injurious reflection 
upon him. Now whatever the difficulties are which may attend the rendring it here a cove¬ 
nant, there are others not inferior to them that lie on the contrary rendring a teftament. For 
however ambiguous the Greek word is, yet the Hebrew invariably lignifies a covenant . 

And this our author had in his eye. See ver. 18 — zo. Again, a teftament has no mediator 
belonging to it, as a covenant has; and therefore the mediator of a teftament muft be an im * 
proper, and perhaps unintelligible expreffion. Bcfides, as much of the plea ufed for the taking 
a teftament to be rather fpoken of, than a covenant , lefts upon the word c haSkfjdfj©-, which 
we render the teftator , ver. 16 , 17* it will be hard to account for what is there faid of the 
death of the tefiator . For the teftator muft be God the Father who makes the teftament, and 
gives the bleffings of it, who could not poflibly die. But of that under the next verfe. 

(.# ) Qneof dAVOLTH yivo/ufyu tie $$ c/m th 'zrfto th ¥ 

tTAyfiMAV hd'Caffiv 0/ KiK&n/jfyot c tiwi* Khn&vofjLiAf. That by means of death for the re- 
demftion of the tranfgreffions that were under the ftrjl teftament , they which are called might re¬ 
ceive the promtfe of eternal inheritance .] This panage appear’d to me very difficult, and well 
deferves to be more exaCtly confider’d than I think it has yet been : for I pretend not to fpeak 
with any great certainty of the interpretation I fhall offer. Our tranflation of Savath ywofAft* 
by means of death , does not mils the fenfe : for he Ipeaks of the death of Chrift as the means 
of procuring redemption. Whence fbme choofe to fupply the word bis , and render the place 
his death intervening . And the Syriac takes a yet greater liberty, rendring it, Wlo by his death 
is the redeemer of thofe who tranfgrefs*d againft the firft covenant . That tranflation feems like- 
wife to have fixed upon the proper fenfe of cm which they turned/by or againft: for that 
rather than under is the fignification of this Greek prepoficion wheertis joined with a dative cafe. 
I imagine our author has here a refpeCt to what he frequently afterts in this epiftle, that the fa- 
crifices preferibed in the law were not of fufficient value to expiate the fins which were com¬ 
mitted by the yews againft it, and that therefore a more perfect facrifice was neceflary upon 
their account, and that this expiation was accordingly made by the death of Chrift, in regard 
to which good men had granted to them that redemption or remiftion which the law could not 
procure them. And hence I underftand the laft claufe thus. That they who are called, that is 
fb called as to be prevailed upon and effectually ingaged to become the people of God, whether 
they were fuch as were under the former difpenfacion or covenant before our Saviour’s coming, 
or thofe who were effectually called now after the new covenant took place, whether they 
were yews or Gentiles might receive the promife of the eternal inheritance, that is the eternal 
inheritance that was promifed. By the eternal inheritance I underftand eternal life, to which 
the law could not intitle men : whence it muft follow that thofe who under that difpenfation 
obtained it, did it by virtue of fome promife (as particularly chat to Abraham ) which belonged 
to the new covenant properly, and confequently that their right depended upon Chrift who 
was to be the mediator of that new covenant. Unlefs our author be thus underftood, I con- 
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TEXT. 


1 6. For in every fuch covenant which God For where a teiu»ent «, i 6 
makes with finfol men there muft alfo of u of 

neceluty be the death of the pacifier (w). 

For 


NOTES. 

fefs I do not fee what relation or connection there is between the two things mentioned, viz, 
his death for the redemption of the tranfgrefiions againfl the firft covenant, and the called’s 
receiving the promife of the eternal inheritance. A better account of this verfe will be very 
agreeable to me : however I can’t but obferve that there is nothing in it that leads us to deter¬ 
mine the fenfe of <f/ctSriK» in the context to a teftament rather than a covenant. 

16 (w) Oirt $ J'/etOntcti, davetjov ctrufttti ptfe&ou ra J'la.fk/utyv, For‘where a teftament 
is, there muft alfo of necejfity be the death of the teftator . It muft be own’d that if this and the 
next verfe were to be confider’d without relation to the context, nothing could be more agree¬ 
able than the interpreting them of a proper teftament, the word cft/et0e^©- frequently ligni- 
Jying in other authors a teftator, as our tranflation renders it. But when the reasoning in the 
context is carefully minded, it feems to determine the difeourfe to be of a covenant . Our au¬ 
thor in this verfe is giving a reafon of what he had faid in that before, as the connecting of 
this verfe by the word for plainly fhews. Now that which he refon to m the foregoing verfe 
is, that being the mediator of the new covenant, he was by his death to obtain the promifld 
■eternal inheritance for fuch as were called, whether under the firft or laft difpenfetion,. provi¬ 
ded they had complied with the terms infilled on. This promifed inheritance could not be ob¬ 
tained without redemption or forgivenefs; nor this forgivenefs without the death of the medi¬ 
ator, the legal facrifices not being fufficient to purify from fin. There was therefore a necefli- 
ty that his death fhould intervene upon the account of fuch as lived under the law as well as 
for thofe who lived under the gofpel. Hence he aflerts, that where a covenant is there muft 
alfo of necefiity be the death of the teftator, as we render ra This fhowsthat the 

muft be the fame as the 'mediator beforementioned ; and confcquently that he muft 
be confider’d as aCting in a covenant, and not in a teftament , there being no fuch thing as ^me¬ 
diator of a teflament. The queftion then will be, in what fenfe we muft underftand-JVitflt- 
that it may agree with the fcope of the context. Now though 'fidbi/uSp®- is often- 
put for a teftator, yet as *tis a participle of cP/etJffl £«&■«/, it may well be fuppofed to take its fig- 
nification from it. And as that word fometimes denotes to appeafe or pacify, may 

here denote the paeifer, which well accords with the character of a mediator. This fenfe is 
“taken notice of by Lexicographers, who furnifh us with an inftance of it which I judge very 
much'to our purpofo, and which I (hall therefore here prefent to my reader, ’Tis in Appian , 
lib. ii. De Bello civili, where He fays that Cafar having obtained the province of Spain was de¬ 
tained by his creditors, whom he was not able to pay —— ■ — however, fays he, 

3 w \vo'/K*vtclc uc iS'vveflo, he pacified hii creditors who troubled him as well as he could.- 
And thus! underftand the word here, though I own I can’t find any the like ufe of it in the 
UcW teftament, or the LXX. If it be objelfted, that oitr author here argues from the general 
nature of a and that this will hold good of a teftament, but not of a covenant; T an¬ 

swer that ’ris indeed true, that this will hold good as to a teftamentc but then there are other 
reafbns which have been, and which {hall be alleged againft that fenfe. But that which fatis^ 
fits me in the cafe is, that though the expreffion may feem to be abfbluce, yet it may well be re¬ 
trained by the fcope of the writer. And therefore however true *tis, that fbme covenants be * 
tween man and man were anciently confirmed by blood, that is by facrifice, yet that never 
having been efteem'd abfolutcly neeeflar^, and it being necelfary to fuppofe that fbme covenants 
w comjmftswere always tranfafted between them, Wifhouc the intervention of any facrifice at 

all. 
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Chaj ^ nC. 


17 For a teftament u of force 
after men are Head : other- 
wife it is of no ftrength at 
ail whilft the teftator liveth. 

18 Whereupon* naither the firft 
teftament was dedicated 

19 without blood. For when 
Mofes had fpoken every 


For the covenant is made upon the condition of 17. 
death, and is confirmed thereby ( x ) ; becaufe 
the pacificator has no power at all while he li¬ 
veth (y ). Whence neither was the firft co- 18. 
venant initiated and eftabliihed without blood 
( 2 ). For every precept according to the law 19. 

being 


NOTES. 


all, it may not perhaps here be unreafbnable to imagine that he only has a reference to fuch 
covenants as God was plealed ever to make with fintul men. And accordingly he here menti¬ 
ons none but fuch covenants, viz., that of the law, and that of the gofpel. I can’t perceive 
our tranflatioa of is much amif^ There mufi be, that is. There muft intervene the death 

of the pacifier . 

17 ( x ) A/aShxh $ end HKfolf (teCaiet, For a teftament is of force after men are dlad.] 
Not to repeat that this can’t be apply’d to the immortal God, who muft be confider’d as the 
teftator, I take here as in the verfe before, for any covenant God makes with 'finfu'l 

men, and c/m feems to be ufed to exprefs the condition of fuch a covenant, and c m ViK&is 
fiiGctict, where yiHmu or mull be fupplied, means that the covenant becomes valid or rati¬ 
fied (Compare Gal, iii. 15.) upon condition of the death of the pacifiers. And moft certainly 
if death be infilled on in the condition of the covenant, the great confirmation of it muft be 
when that condition is fulfilled. Nor do I perceive any thing unreaibnable in fuppofing that 
here the concrete is ufed for the abftraB, and that c m vixefii is the fame as cm dardra). Thus 
it feems uted in other places, and particularly Rom, xi. 15. If the cafting them away be the re¬ 
conciling of the world} what frail the receiving them be hut £«*} lx, life from the dead, 

i, e, from death ? 

(y ) E 7 T& fin g;q]& ore £>1 0 ef/ctfle^©-. Otherwife y tts of no ftrength at all whilft 

the teftator liveth .] That is, the condition of the covenant not being perform’d by the pacifier’s 
death, the covenant it felf is not confirm’d and ratified. But to fpeak freely, I doubt whe¬ 
ther fiMicti is the nominative cafe to and the rather, becaufe then the proof and the 

thing proved do too much coincide. I (hould therefore choofe rather to take 0 J'/a.Qkpfa@- to 
be underftood to preceed 1^1 /«, and ibthe conftruCtion will ftand thus: (C Becaufe the pacifier 
cc can. do nothing as long as he [the pacifier] liveth.” Whoever conliders the fchertie of the 
gofpel, and of this epiftle in particular, muft be tenfible how exaftly this interpretation agrees 
with both. But I refer this to the judgment of the careful reader. Only it may be proper to 
add, that in cate this explication be allowed it may not be amifs to fuppofe this clanfe to be a 
parenthefis, as the connection then between the firft part of the verte and vet, 18. will be more 
cafy and obvious. 

18 (z) O0sy n 'srf&TH yeoeU ccifietjQ- t yx^Kctiv/Tcu, Whereupon neither'the firft 
teftament was dedicated without blood.'] However our tranfiators have here again infected 
the word teftament as anfwering to cf/at0nx.n, which muft be underftood in the Greek ; 
yet this feems a clear argument that the word is ufed by our author to fignify a covenant . For 
the old difpenfation had nothing of the nature of a teftament at all,' but was purely a covenant: 
and there is little connexion in his diteourfe, or firength in his reafoning, if we fuppofe the 
word is put for a teftament in the preceding verfes, and uted for a covenant in'this. -For 
what fenfe will there then be in the o 9 gy whereupon or whence ? But the reafoning is clear, if 
we underftand him to aflerc that all the covenants God makes with men are upon condition of 
death ; and that this appears by the firft covenant wherein the fame thing may be obferved. 

* X 1 *' As' 
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TEXT. 


'J 


being fpoken by Mofes to all the people, he 
took the blood of calves and of goats, with 
water, and fcarlet wool, and hylTop (a ), 

and 


precept to all the people,, 
according to the law, he 
took the blood of calves and 
of goats, with water, and 
fcarlet wool, and. hyffop, . 


note. s. 


As to the word iyKiHethtrcu which our common tranflation renders was dedicated* but .c 
the margin purified, lefs agreeably to the import of the word, though not foreign to the fenfe, . 
as appears by ver. 13, The Vulg. renders with *us was-dedicated, and the Syr . confirmed: the 
true fenfe of it feems to be, that it was initiated, dedicated or renewed ; to which purpofe the 
LXX. ufc it in tranflating and ILHn feveral times : but in the laft fenfe of renewed it of¬ 
ten anfwers to which carries in it that fignification. It J may feem doubtful which fenfe' 

we fhould here prefer. If wc take the latter, that the covenant was renewed , it may fetm to 
refer to the continual renovation.of it. by the Sacrifices they offered ; but what follows in the 
next verfes feems wholly to refer it to what was done at the firft promulgation of it by Mofes , 
which will rather’ lead us to the fenfe of initiated or dedicated . And to this purpofe Chryfeflom 
explains it, fcCtfAet yifovWy eftvfa0H, it became valid, or was confirmed, 

19(4) ActGcov to Sd(JLdL fjLQ<)(Cov jjt) Tffit yov & V d'/fl ©- KOKKIM UaJU'Ttf. He 

took the blood of calves and of goats, with water and fcarlet wool and hyffop.'} What our author 
refers to in this place, is tej^be found Exod. xxiv. But ’tis obferved by commentators that no 
exprefs mention is there made of the blood of goats, of waterj fcarlet wool or hyffop, but only of 
the blood of calves . They feem to give a fatisfaftory folution of this difficulty, who fuppofe 
that our author might have this, as well as fome other things he mentions, from the received 
traditions and interpretations of the yews , efpecially all circumftances joining together to con¬ 
firm it. And from the words of Mofes it feems highly probable that he took the blood of goats 
as well as calves, For Exod, xxiv, 5. .’tis exprefly faid that they offered burnt offerings , and fa- 
ctificedpeaee-offerings of oxen lor calves , the LXX. here ufing the word fs.o^aa} unto the Lord, 
Thefe calves were the peace-offerings, but what the burnt-offerings were is not expreffed : 
they might as well be goals as of any other kind) and the rather, becaufe goats were fre¬ 
quently ufed in the fin-offerings. Nay, fomc fay, that when ever burnt-offerings and peace- 
offerings were to be offer’d together, goats were always a part-of the burnt-offering. See Lev, 
ix. And indeed yefephus , dntiq. Jib. iii. c. 10. feems intone or two places to fpeak as though 
one or more.goats were always a part of the burnt-offerings. The Syriac tranflators therefore 
feem to have taken too great a liberty in omitting the mention of goats 3 which the Vulg, with . 
all the ancient MSS. acknowledge to belong to the text. And if they did it, becaufe they % 
could not find the goats. taken, notice of in the ftory, Exod. xxiv, they might as well have foi* 
born to tranflate the other words .which follow, With water , and fcarlet wool, 'andhyffop: for 
neither is any exprefs mention made of^hem there. And yet confidermg the -great quantity of 
blood that waa ufed on. that, oceafion, it does not. appear unreafohable to fiippofe that thoft 
things were then ufed. One half of the blood he fprinkled on the altar, and one half he put 
in bafons for fprinkliog the pepple, Exod. xxiv.-tf, 8. Now when firth a large quantity of blood 
was to, be fprinkled, it feems neceffary that fome courfe* fhould be-taken to prevent its con¬ 
gealing, and. to keep it fit for its defign’d ufe. And what courfe can* be-thought to have been - 
more likely to have been obferved byJiim than thisto mix the blood with water ? And when 
the blood was thus mixed, as it would thereby be in fome meafure diluted and lofe its colour, • 
the fcarlet wool might perhaps contribute iu .fome meafure* to* make the colour more vivid 
however, as it would fuck up the blood and water in.a oonfiderable quantity, it might be of 
great fervice in. performing the ceremony. The bunch of hyffep•might likewife be of ufe'in or¬ 
der to the fpvinkling. of the water and blood. ’Tis not likely when God was lb - pun^tnal in 
hii giefcriptions of the old ceremonial fervice, that he would fail co give Mofes 2 particular di¬ 
rection 
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and (prinkled both the book 
to and all the people, Saying, 
This is the blood of the te- 
ftament which God hath 
tt enjoined unto you. More¬ 
over, he fprinkled likewife 
with blood both- the taber- 


and fprinkled both the book and all the peo¬ 
ple ( b ), Saying, This is the blood of the co- 20. 
venant which God hath injoined you to ob- 
ftrve (c). And in like manner afterward 21. 
( ^) he fprinkled with blood both the taber- 

nacle 


notes. 


reftion in fo neceflary a cafe, or that Mofes would venture to aft without it. And if this be* 
allowed, what can we'look upon as a more reafonable luppofition, than that God now pre-- 
fcribed to Mofes the fame method which- he did afterwards cxprefiy in the lik& cafes ? See Lev.' 
xiv. 4—6, 49—— 

( b) Au]b ts to (IiCkiov Xj 'VdLvIc t r Ketov eppctvj/ffs. And fprinkled both the book and ait the 
people.'] There being no mention in Exod. of his fprinkling the book, fome commentators have 
imagined that our author does not fay that he fprinkled the book y but that he took the book ;• 
and fo they join the firft claufe here with h&Cvv. But this interpretation ieems harfh as io 
makes the and of the laft claufe redundant. The account given by others looks more pro¬ 
bable, thatlrhe bock was laid upon the altar Mofes built, and confecjuently could not- but bfr- 
fprinkled when the whole altar was fprinkled. 

Further, when ’tis faid that he fprinkled alt the people , the word alt \s added by our author) 
not being found in the Hebrew or LXX. But this mull necetfarily be undcrllood, <fince the co¬ 
venant was made with all the people. - They muft all therefore be intended in that fprinkling, 
however unlikely or impoifible 1 it be that every, individual peFfon in fo great a multitude 
fhould be aftually fprinkled. This might be confider’d as done to the whole body when it was 
done to fuch as reprefented them, whether they were the twelve pillars Mofes built according 
to the twelve tribes of Ifrael, Exod . xxiv. 4. or the feventy elders of Ifrael, ven i. or perhaps 
thofc who happen’d among the people to (land ncareft to Mofes when he fprinkled the blood. 

ip* ( c ) Saying , This is the blood of the tefiament which God bath injoined unto you.] Our author 
in thefe words follows neither the Hebrew nor the LXX. but only gives the fenfe of them, as he 
does in other parts of this epiftle. *Tis plain from hence that he ufes the word cf/ctfliUn for » 
covenant , and not for a tefiament y net only from the Hebrew word which he here tran¬ 

slates, but from the thing it felf, the old law having nothing .of the nature of a teftament in 
it : and our tranflaxors would have dofic better to have translated it a covenant in this verfe. 

xi 2 1 ( d) What is here faid cannor be underfiood as though Mofes fprinkled the tabernacle 
and all the veflcls of the miiriftry, at the fame time he fprinkled the people, of which mention 
is made in the three preceding verfes. For neither was the tabernacle, nor the- veflels-of the 
miniftry then made, as appears by the hiftory in Exodus. I think therefore they give the. be ft 
account of this matter, who fuppofc that our author having finifhed w'hat he intended of the 
firfl dedication of the covenant, here paffes on to fhow what was the conftant praftice from 
time to time under the law, whence he does not fay that all things were then at that firft dedi¬ 
cation purged with blood, but that almofl all things are by the law purged with blood y [fpcaking 
of it as a continued landing cuftom under the law] and without fbedding of blood [repeatedly as 
the law required] is no remiffon. • Hence when ’tis faid, He [Mofes] fprinkled with blood in like 
manner y o/zcick, both the tabernacle and alt the vejfels of the rmnijlry 3 it does not imply that 
Mofes did this with*his own hands, but only that he apppinted and order’d it to be done. 

But flilf it remains to be inquired, when this may be faid- to-have been done, or to whao 
in particular it Tefers. And there feem to be only two probable conjcftures that can be made* 
concerning this, i; That this'was done at the firft erefting. of the tabernacle* Of this Mofes. 

gives 



H E RR B lr A 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

nacle and all the veflels aud inftnuments that “«*•»■•* ^ th « T*®* 1 * ® f 

2 2* WCrC ufed. ID ,tnat Iccvicc, Ao^ tnerc was ace by the law 

hardLy any thing which the lavy required tO/ p«tgsd w«h blood; ud 
be nidified and clearifed, but it \yavto be . ' ■ 
done with blood (e ) i and without the ihed- 

ding 

NOTES. 

gives an account, Exod. xl. where he only exprefly mentions the anointing, hut not the fprink- 

ling of blood upon the tabernacle and all that was in it, ver. 9-1 j. And thou fialt take tie 

anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle , and all that is therein , and fialt hallow it, tfwd all the vef- 
fels thereof, and it fiall be holy. And thou fialt anoint the altar of the burnt-offering , and all his 
veffels, and fanBify the altar : and it fiall be an altar mofi holy. And thou fialt anoint the laver, 
and. his foot, and fanBify it. Now though here is no exprefs mention of fprinkling chefe with 
blood, yet it feems to me to be intended by the word which we render thou fialt hal¬ 

low, and thou fialt fanBify, which may very well be underflood to be done by facrifice, as 
well as by the anointing oil; and the rather may we take it thus, becaufe ’tis (o often menti¬ 
oned as diftinft from the anointing. And this may perhaps receive fome confirmation from 
what immediately follows in that chapter concerning Aaron and his Tons, ver. 12, 13. And thou 
fialt bring Aaron and his fins unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and wafi them 
with water. And thou fialt "put upon Aaron the holy garments , and anoint him,, and faniftify him , 
that he may minifier unto me in thepriefis office , &c. Now if we compare this with ihc preferi- 
bed manner of confecracing and fanftifying Aaron and his Tons, Exod. xxviii. 4©. xxix. 1 — 21. 
we find chat this was done not only wirh anointing, but with fprinkling of, blood. Particu¬ 
larly let the 2.0 and 21 veiTcs-be corffrder’d.^' And if tint (anftifying of the tabernacle and the 
\reflels of che miniflry was to be done by facrifiee, it feems neceJJary that it fhould be done by 
she fprinkling of the blood of the facrifrce', fince this fanttffying was not to be performed at 
once for all in general, bur was to be applied diftin&ly to each of the things mention’d; and 
how then could it be done bur by fprinkling the blood of the facrifice diitinftly upon each? 
To all which may be added the teftimony of Vofiphut, who fpeaks in like manner of this dedi¬ 
cation of the tabernacle and the veflels thereof. Antiy. lib. iijl c. 10. 

1. The learned Dr. Owen .underftands what is here faid.to, relare to the fervice preferibed 
on the annual day of expiation ; nor does our author’s account thus taken at all differ from 
what was- order’d to be done on that day. See Lev. xvi. 14 — 10. There are two things 
which rather incline me to prefer this interpretation. 1, That our author feems plainly by 
ver , it, ro'have left that part of his {Ubjeft," which concerns rhe fjrfl beginning of the ceremo¬ 
nial fervice, and to be here treating ot the ordinary and (landing, practice according to the 
law. ’ And, fays he, almofi all things, are. by the law purged with bloody and without fiedding of 
blood is no remifion. t. It appears evidently that our aiithpr is very much upon this argument, 
and efpecially in this chapter, and feems to take a peculiar pleafure in comparing what Chrifi 
has done with the fervice of the high-prieft on the great day of expiation* See to this purpofe 
how he proceeds in his difeourfe, ver-. 1 3—1 6. The Doctor has, in my apprehenflon, given 
good light into thefc two verfes. 

11 (?) Ket/ oy ^rezvjet KetBctfi^ijcu t vofiov. And almofi all things aye by 

the law purged with blood .] The almofi is deflgned to except fueh.things as were purified by 
fire or water. See Num. xxxi. 13. The interpretation of the ancient Greek commentators, that aU 
things were almofi purified by .bloody becaufe the blood of their facrifieps could not intirely puri¬ 
fy, fuits hot the febpe of the place. But that which is more important i$ to inquire what ip 
meant by this purging or purifying:, for the fame word is thus differently rendred in this and 
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without fhedding of blood 
z 3 is no remiition. It was 
therefore neceflary that the 
patterns of things in the 
heavens fhould be purified 
with thefe; but the hea¬ 
venly things themfelves with 
better Sacrifices than thefe. 


ding of that no forgivenefs was to be obtain¬ 
ed. There was therefore a neceility that 23. 
thefe patterns and refemblances of the heaven¬ 
ly things fhould by virtue of thefe facrifices be 
rendred fit for their ufe (/) : but the heaven¬ 
ly things themfelves which were more excel¬ 
lent in their own nature, and of which the 
other were only patterns, fhould be fitted 
and prepared for us by the means of fome 
more excellent facrifices than thefe ( g). 

For 


NOTES. 


the next verfe. Now though the all things may be a general exprefiion, yet it mufl certainly 
include, if not primarily intend, the things he had juft mentioned, the tabermtele, and all the 
•vejfels of the minifiry. And by Lev. xvi. 16 — 20. it appears that the altar, and even the ho¬ 
ly of holies, were to be thus purified. But it may feem Orange that thefe things, and particu¬ 
larly the holy tif holies, where God elpecially dwelt, fhould need to be purified. The purify¬ 
ing of the worfhipers might be needful, but what occafion could there be to purify fuch a holy 
place as the fantf uary, into which the people or priefls were never to come, except the high- 
prieft once a year? In anfwer to this I think we mufl underftand the purifying of thefe things 
to be of the fame import as the purifying the perfons. For the purifying of the things was up¬ 
on the account of the uncleannefs -of the perfons, as ’tis faid over and over in that place in Levi- 
tints; and particularly ver.-ip. He fbatt fprinkfe of the blood upon it [the altar] with his finger 
/even times, andfiaH CLEANSE it, and {ball hallow it frotn the VNCL CANNES'S of the 
children of Ifrael. Where the LX"X ufe the fame word as our author does here, jcarBaei^ The 
end therefore of ckanfingor purifying thefe things was to remove the uncleannefs of the wor- 
fhipen, w ho were by reafon of their uncleannefs unfit to ufe thefe things, and by ufino them 
as it were polluted them, which is applicable even to the holy of holies and the mcrcy-feat, in 
as much as they had a refpeft to, and always direfted their worfhip toward thefe. So that the 
purifying of thefe things feems to mean no more than the rendering them fit and lawful to be 
ufed^ *Tis to this purpofe the fame word is ufed, Afts x. 15. xi. 9. f 0 jat God hath cleanfed 
that call not ihbu common. And that our author is to be taken in "this fenfc, feems 
evident from the words that immediately follow : And without /bedding of blood is no remifiion ; 
there is no remiffion of the uncleannefs of thofe who life thefe holy things. 

23 (/*) Avdyav ?v rd U \&mfiiyu&]A to?j tgpvols tktoss Kd&cIt was 

therefore neeeffary that the patterns of things in tie heavens fhould be purified with thefe. ] He 
calls the ancient tabernacle, 0Pc. t he patterns or examples of the heavenly things, becaufe they 
were a delineation of them taken from the heavenly pattern fliewed to Mofes in the mount. 
In this fenfe is the ivord ufed elfe where in thi^ epiftle, particularly Chap. viii. 5. where *tis 
joined with a fhadow, and the tabernacle'is called the PATTERN and S H ADO W of heaven¬ 
ly things . The necejfity here fpoken of feems wholly to be attiibitted to the prefeription and 
command of God concerning that difpcnfiitkm. 

( g ) A'jJa $ to. Wvedj'i* Svffi&i; TetvTdf. Eat the heavenly things them * 

filves with betttr facrifices than thefe .] The ancient Greek commentators were certainly 
miltakcn, when they interpreted thefe heavenly things themfelves , as meaning the church un¬ 
der the gofpel. And this is evident from the next verfe, where our author brings his proof of 
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For Chrift is not entred into an earthly fan- 
tfuary that was built by men, which was a 
pattern or refemblance of the true fan&uary 
< h ), that is of heaven it felf into which he is 
gone, that he might there appear before God 
for us. Nor indeed was it neceffary that he 
fhould offer feveral facrifices, orhirafelf more 
■than once ( i ), as the high-prieft under the 
law went yearly into the holy of holies with 
•frelli facrifices every time: (For then he muft 

have 


'For Chrift is not entred in-14 
to the holy places made 
with hands, which are the 
figures of the true ; but in¬ 
to heaven it felf, now to 
appear in the -pretence of 
God for us: Nor yet that 1 $ 
he {hould offer himfelf of¬ 
ten, as the high-prieft en- 
treth into the holy place, 
every year with blood of 
others: (For then muft he 16 


NOTES. 

what he t had advanoed. For y fays he, Chrift is not entred into the holy places [the famftuary, or 
..holy of holies] made with hands ; bat into heaven it felf [not the church under the golpel, but 
the proper heaven] now to appear in the prefence of Cod for us. Now thefe heavenly things are 
ipoken of as purified by better facrifices in the fame manner in which we before confider’d the 
patterns of heavenly things as purified by the legal facrifices, See note ( t ). By Chrift 1 s facrifice 
jprefented to God atonement isanadc for our fins, and heaven is rendred acceffible and fit for 
us. The ufe chat has been made of our author's ufing the plural number here, and fpeaking of 
better facrifices , is altogether unreafonable. There 15 no need from hence to tearch after any 
other facrince than that of Chrift. The fenfe ftands thus: l€ It was neceflary that thefe pat- 
tc terns of heavenly things fhould be purified with thete facrifices of calves and goats, &V. but 
(C as the heavenly things themfelves are unfpeakably more noble and excellent, lo if they are 
* to be purified by facrifices they muft be more excellent and noble than rhote legal facrifices 
were. Such a facrifice is Chrift^ who though but once offered effeftually anfwers this pur- 
ct pofe." And it teems to me, that our author from his {peaking thus in the plural number in 
this verfe, takes occaGon in the four laft vertes of the chapter to lhew, that this one facrifice of 
Chrift was all that was needful; whereby he in a manner guarded againft that ill ufe which 
fome, notwithftanding his caution, have made of his words. 

14 ( h ) A v)iTV , rct dXnStvcov* Which are the figures of the true.} We have in like 
manner render'd the fame word in the other place; in which and in this it only occurs in the 
new teftament, 1 pet. iii, 11. And the rendering teems unexceptionable. The holy places 
made with hands were not what we commonly call antitypes of the heavenly ten&uary ; nor 
.can I perceive that chriftian baptifm is the antitype of Kook' s being faved at the flood. Were 
the holy places made with hands in this tenfe the antitypes of heaven, then heaven it telf muft 
be the type, or that which was defign’d to fbrelhew and prefigure what is accomplifh’d in the 
fanftuary made with hands; which is very abfurd. Heaven therefore is confider'd as the true 
fanftuary, and the perfeft exemplar or original platform, 7L/V©-, and the earthly fanftuary as 
oLvjiTwovy^ a draught or copy taken from it; and thus the fame thing is meant by this word, 
and xzsto<Piiy(jL<tla. i patterns , ver. 13. 

( f ) Ouc^' mt 'sroM&Ktf tetfjov. Nor yet that he jbould offer himfelf often."} 

The word teems to be here uftd in the temc manner as in ver. 11. See note ( /) not in¬ 
deed. ' There is an ellipfis in this place which our tranflators ought to have tepplied ; for want 
of which their rendering is hardly good Englifi. I think we are to fupply the ellipfis from 
3. thus: Nor indeed was it aeceflary that he Jbould often offer himfelf However I muft 

own. 
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have often fuffered fince the beginning of the 
world) but now once has he been manifefted 
in the laft age of the world (k ) to expiate 
and abolifh fin by the facrifice of himfelf. 

And for as much as the dying once ( / ), and 27. 
then after that the judgment are appointed for 
men j Chrift who conforming himfelf to their 28. 
condition died once, being offered to bear 
the fins of many, fhall appear at his fecond 
coming to them that duly expert him, in 
glory without any fufferings {in') to their, 
falvation. 

NOTES. 

own, that according to the common life of the word dvdyKH both in facred and profane au¬ 
thors, it ought rather to be followed with the infinitive mood <s r&ffQigeiv, than with the 
fubjundive w, and the word ha prefixed. 

2,6 ( k ) E'Ti dttowv. In the end of the world.~\ Or in the lafi of the Ages* 

According to the learned Mr. Jofeph Mede's obfervation, a diftinftion is to be made between 
the avvji^zla tra divvQr and i*jLT dtcuvuv, The former, which is feveral times ufed by St. Mat¬ 
thew y xiii. 39, 40,49. xxiv. 3. xxviii. 10. fienifies the precife time of the end of the world; 
but the latter a continued time, or that age of the world that was the laft ; in which fenfe it 
is moft true, that^then Chrift appear’d to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. See his 
apojlacy of the latter timely ch. xi, xii. 

*7, a 8 ( / ) Jlnd as it is appointed^ &c.} Our author had feveral times averted that Chrift 
was made like unto us in all things; and this confideration he feems to me to allege in this 
place, in order to clear what he fays of Chrift’s only dying once. By dying once he fubmits to 
the condition they were in for whom he died; but being freed from death he has no more oc- 
cafion than they to die any more. 

18 ( m ) Ex, cfei/J yveis dyt,af]iat optirtrelau. He fbaU appear the fecond time without fin,] 

He was as truly without fin in his firft appearance, as he will be in his fecond. Sin therefore 
here is put for the confequencc of fin, that abafement and fuffering he fubmitted to when he ap¬ 
peared the firft time, and was made in the likeneft of finful flefn, Rom . viii. 3, and made an 
offering for fin. So chat hereby is meant that then he fhall appear with the utmoft magnificence, 
fplcndor, and glory. 


often have fuffered fince the 
foundation of the world) 
but now once in the end of 
the world, hath he appear¬ 
ed to put away fin by the 

1 7 facrifice of himfelf. And as 
ic is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

18 the judgment: So Chrift 
was once offered to bear the 
fins of many; and unto them 
that look for him fhall he 
appear the fecond time, 
without fin, unto falva¬ 
tion. 
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CONTENTS. 


O U R author having finifhed his digrefliori, here returns to 
what he was upon. His defign was to prove from the na¬ 
ture of the fervice under the law, that it was not fufficient 
to perfect the worlhipers with refpeft to the confcience; and there¬ 
fore could be fuppofed to be prefcribed only for a limited time. 
See Chap. ix. i—— io. and efpecially the three laft of thofe 


verfes. Hereupon he argues the far greater dignity and virtue of 
the high-priefthood of Chrift, <ver. 11 — 14. He now goes on 
again with the fame defign in this fettion, and argues the ineffe&u- 
alnefs of the legal facrifices from the nature of the law which had 
only a fhadow of good things, from the prefcribed frequent repe¬ 
tition of the facrinces themfelves, and from the fmall worth of 
them, which fhowed they were not what God principally aimed 
at. This he confirms by the teftimony of the pfalmift; from 
whence alfo he infers that they were required till Chrift ihould be¬ 
come our high-prieft, and by his one ottering perfect them that are 
fanftified. This he farther confirms by the teftimony of Jeremiah 
before cited, which fpake of God’s remembring the fins and iniqui¬ 
ties of his people no more, when once the new covenant took, 
place, which fhows, that alter that there could be no occafion for 
any farther offering for fin- 
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F OR the law having a 
lhadow of good things 
to come, and not the very 
image of the things, can 
never with thofe iacrifices 
which they offered year by 
year continually, make the 
corners thereunto perfect. 


F O R the law had yearly on the day of 
expiation a fhadow of the heavenly good 
things which were to be beftow’d (not the 
very original of the things themfelves) and 
therefore it could never by the facrifices, 
which it ordered to be continually repeat¬ 
ed , make the worfliipers perfect (»).' 

For 



NOTES. 


x ( n Y Xx.ietv o vofj.& (jl^Kov} ay dy&Qay, « a cIvJIuj $ e/Koyct '©fcjtyf/a-. 

7 av y x,&T ivutvjbv t etv}ai( et; e/f ru J'/nntctf, bJWq/s thc 

tGref<rifyo/u${jKf Ts h&wGaji, For the law having a fiadow of good things to come, and not the very 
image of the things , can never with thofe facrifices which they offered year by year continually , 
make the comers thereunto perfect.] The whole verle is tranfcribed from the original, as well as 
our tranllation, becaufc there is fomewhat intricate and obfcure in the order in which the 
Creek words are placed ; which is accordingly taken notice of by interpreters, who commonly 
allow a trajedion in the placing the words, and have feveral ways whereby they account for 
it. They moftly favour the conilrudion which our tranfiators have given to the text. It can¬ 
not be denied that iome trajedions are to be met with in the new teftament: but as all com-, 
mentators indeavour as much as they can to avoid allowing them, fo that which is here taken 
for granted may teem a very harfli one to thole who can compare the original and our tranlla¬ 
tion together ; and it cannot be difagreeable to fuch if it be made appear that there is no ne- 
cetfity of allowing it. This therefore I fhall firft aim at, and try whether without any altera¬ 
tion of the order of the words, but only of the punduation, they will not admit of a more eafy 
rendering. The alterations I propofe are only thefe two. i. That Ik ct vtLuj t intova, 
w£ 9 .ytLd.T<dv y or elfe clutIuj t etx,oya 3 fhould be read in a parenthefis ; if this latter is pre¬ 
ferred, the yLihhbv\av etyaQay will be joined in conftrudioa with rpfif 'Grfiy,y(J.eLTvv 9 but this 
is very indifferent, both of them coming to the fame thine, a. The other alteration is that I 
would have Kctl’ kvietv}ov joined with what precedes the foppoled parenthefis, and fo the com¬ 
ma to be put after Ivtetvlbvy and then there will be no need to allow any hyperbation or traje- 
dion at all. For the conftrudion and fenfe will then ftand thus: For the law having a fiadow 
of the good things to come (not the very image of the things) yearly , can never with the fame faerie 
fees which they continually offer 9 make the comers thereunto perfe&. And by this means the and 
which our tranflation fopplies, and not the very image of the things , appears to be much better 
omitted by our author. The yearly feems thus exadly placed, for the law had the fiadow year¬ 
ly, but the very image it had not yearly, or indeed at all. 

This being fuppofed the proper pointing of the verfe, we are next to consider the meaning of 
the feveral things contained in it. 

And, i. As to the y&for in the beginning of the verfe, it has been already intimated that ft 
conneds the difeourfe here with the former part of the foregoing chapter j wherein our author 
fpeaks of the earthly or worldly fanduary, or holy of holies under the law, as a figure, ver, 9. 
Nor need we confine the conncdion merely to what is there faid, but refer it more generally 
to what he has in any part of his epiftle before concerning this matter, as particularly Chap • 
viii. ix. 2, j, 24. 

2. The good things to come may hence be very well interpreted to fignify the heavenly fandu¬ 
ary, into which Chrift is gone, and whither his people are to follow him, that they may be 
happy for ever in the divine prefence, of which heavenly ftnduary the holy of holies under .the 

Y a law 
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'i. For if they could have made the wor/hipers F< « then would they not » 
perfedt, they would have ceafed to be offered 

again 

NOT E S. 

iaw was but a mere and very imperfctt fhadow. I am fcnfible that in this interpretation I dif¬ 
fer from all the expofitors I have confultcd ; and that fome of them think St. Paul has fully war¬ 
ranted their explaining the good things to come to fignify Chrift, and in general all the advantages 
we have by him, by lb exprefly faying of the ceremonial fervice, without any ipecial regard to 
the holy of holies (which he does not there mention) which are a fbadoav of things to come, but the 
body is of thrift , Col. ii. 17. Now, though I readily allow their interpretation of that text in 
the ColoJJians , that the whole ceremonial fervice was a fhadow of future things, and that Chrift is 
the body and fubftance of them; and though it may collaterally be inferr’d from what is here faid 
by our author, that the law had a fhadow of Chrift, as having entred into the heavens, and 
made way for us, and fo it may take in the other advantages we have by Chrift as preparatory 
to that final happinefs; yet I can’t fee that the text in the ColoJJians will oblige us to explain the 
place under consideration, as direftlyfpeaking of anything but heaven. The reafon is, be- 
caufe ’tis of the holy of holies, and the yearly fervice performed therein, that he is particularly 
treating \ and all along before in his argument he confiders the holy of holies as a pattern and 
Jbadow of heavenly things, as taken from the heavenly original and platform fhewed to Mofes in 
the mount , Chap. viii. 5. See alfo, Chap. ix. 7—12, 23, 24. And that he here fpeakawith 
& Ipecial regard to the holy of holies, and the fervice therein perform’d, appears by his men* 
tioning only the yearly and not the daily facrifices, See alfo ver. 3. 

It may be objected, that the holy of holies being a {landing thing, and being defigned for a 
fhadow of the heavenly fanftuary, ’tis not very proper to fpeak of it as a Jbadow only yearly* 
But to this it may be replied, that the only or chief ufe that was made of the holy of holies 
was yearly upon the great day of expiation. Then only was it entred into, and fo was« 
yearly fhadow of Chrift’s entring into heaven, the true fanftuary, for us. 

3. The next thing to be confider’d is, what our author means by denying that the law had 
the very image oj the things . The Syriac renders it not the fubftance of the things themfelves . 
Cbryfoftoyi explains it, not the very truth. In >this fenfe I take the words, and conlider lutouA 
here as importing the original from whence a delineation or draught is made. The draught 
■or fhadow was that made by Mofes when he built the tabernacle, the original was the. heaven¬ 
ly pattern fhewed him in the mount, according to which he was to frame the.whole. It may 
\>c thought that this fenfe of the word is unufual and hard. But befide that it has fuch 
Vouchers as I mentioned, I don’t fee how it can be well avoided. And ! may perhaps be 
countenanced in this interpretation by a fomewhat like ufe of the word,. Rom. i. 23. They 
Changed the glory of the incorruptible God, ly ofxoicofXctJt eifc&p©- pfletfra ctyQfoiTru into the likenefs 
of the image of a corruptible man , and of birds , and four footed beafts , and creeping things . What 
•an ebiMS - the image here fignify but the original from whence the likenefs was taken, whe¬ 
ther it were in fculpture or painting ? Nor can it well be taken other wife, Rom. viii. 29* 
a Cor. iii. 18. 

4. The fame facrifices which they offered continually , fignify here, only thofe which were 
yearly repeated on the great day of atonement, according to the prefeription of the. law, as ap¬ 
pears by ver. 3, 4. 

5. The comers thereunto os are. the fame as: the 0/ A.ct]f£uV 7 sf the worftipers 

in the next verfe. And indeed the term is frequently ufed in this epiftle in thatfenfe. See 
Chap. vii. 25. x. 22. xi. 6. 

6 . Th e making them perfeB , appears plainly from the context to mean,, the .freeing them fo 
intixely from their guilt, as that they fhould be qualified for heaven. 

1 ('O 
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haveceafed to be offered? again after the firft time (0 )\ becaufe atone-- 

raent bein g , once made b y them for the wor “ 

had no more confcience of fhipers, their confciences would have been 

3 fins. But in thofe facrijices ea fy w jthout looking for any farther atone- 

there is a remembrance again ^ . r / C L\ 1 ^ 

wait of fins every year, ment for their fins (p )} whereas by the ap- 3*- 

4 For it ii not poffibie that pointment of God a yearly remembrance was 

gttSotid1a^faVa n y finf ™de of fins in thofe facrifices j. as it was very 4.. 

5 wherefore when he cometh juft there fhould, confidering the nature of 
into the world, he faith, ^em. f or ’ t j s impoflible that the blood of 

bulls and goats fhould take away fins. 

And to this purpofe, when Chrift came into jf 
the world, he faid ( q ), ( Tfal'• xl. 6 —8.) 

Sa-_ 


NOTES, 


z ( #) vk &v iffctuffct/lo 'sr&ffpefo/A/sa/ ; For then would they riot have ceafed to le offer* 
ed?] If the words are read, as in many copies, with the ax inferted, they muft be underflood 
interrogatively, as TheophylaH and Oecumenius obferve, and our tranflators have rendered 
them. But if the ax be omitted, as’tis by many copies, wherewith the Vulg. and Syr. agree, 
the tranflation in our margin nuift then be received, They would have ceafed to le offered* 
Dr. Mills prefers this latter reading, which indeed feems the rood natural and eafy. However 
the fenfe is at laft the fame which ever reading we choofe. Our author’s argument is either 
way, that the ancient- Sacrifices could not make the worfhipers perfect, becaufe then there 
would have been no need they fhould be repeated from time to time : for when the end of 
them, the making atonement, was once perfectly obtained, there could be no farther occafioa 
for the offering them over again. Now either reading will accord with this argument. Of as 
little moment is another difference in the copy ufed by the Syriac tranflator, which feems to 
have read an< ^ & t0 mfl ke this refer to the worfhipers, that they would have ceafed 

to offer thefe fame facrifices repeatedly. But the worfhipers ceafing to offer the facrifices, or 
the facrifices ceafing to be offered by the worfhipers, are really the fame thing. 

(p) A/* 1 3 /u.nef'zfAiav kyj*v \ti ffvniS'notv iuetfliay tb< K&lquJovTaC) ctVa£; KSKetdct{- 
Becaufe that the wurfbipers once purged fiould have had no more confcience of Jins.'] It 
feems indifferent whither we read xeKatOafrutyW J ur g e d-> or with others, xsxct0ate*0>(WBj 
purified ; becaufe the effeft of facrifices being here confider’d, both readings will carry the fame 
fenfe. 

The argument ufed feems to be this: {C That if the legal facrifices offered on the day of 
tc atonement, could have availed to juftify the worfhipers and make them perfeft, the offering 
cc them once would have been enough, the worfhipers would have had no need to diflrels 
<c themfelves for want of more, or to have had any concern that thofe facrifices fhould be rc- 
<c peated. They might have been aflured that .God required no more, and their confeiences 
Cf might have been fecure and eafy k But that this was not the cafe appears from hence, thac- 
* c the people were felicitous for the yearly repetition of thofe facrifices, wherein according to 
u God’s own appointment a remembrance was made of fins. 

5 ( q) Wherefore when he cometh into the world y he faith. ] The following paflage is a cita¬ 
tion from Pfal. xl. and the ufe made of it plainly enough leads us to underhand the words as 
uttered in the perlbn of the Melfiah, which is agreeable to other places in the plaints, And in¬ 
deed- 
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Sacrifice and offering tbou wouldji not; but a 
body baji tbou prepared me ( rj. In burnt- 

offer - 


Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldft not; but a body 
haft thou prepared me: In 6 


NOTES. 


deed the citation may feem impertinent, and the proof brought to be none at all, unlefi we 
confidcr the words as uttered by Chrift. Now for the clearing this I would obferve two 
things, i. That the paflage here cited cannot well belong to any other than Chrift. Who 
elfc can be underftood to fay that he came to do that which facrinces, QPc. could not accom- 
plifh ? This in general is the fenfe of the words, which will not fuic David , or any other per- 
ion, as it admirably does our blefled Saviour. 2. There is nothing in the whole pfalm, but 
what may without difficulty be interpreted concerning Chrift. The only paflage that can be 
objected is ver. 12. Mine iniquities have taken held upon me, fo that I am not able to look up ; 
whereas we are fare that he was perfcdly free from all iniquity. But the word there ufed fig- 
nifies pumfiments as well as iniquities : and fo we have rendred it Gen . iv. 1 1* My punifhment 
is greater than lean bear . Compare 1 Kings vii. 9. Gen. xix, 15. It may farther be obferved 
chat our author’s aflercing that Chrift faid this when he was coming into the world , depends up¬ 
on two paflages in the words cited, his faying, a body hafi thou prepared me , which fhows it 
was fpoken by him before his coming, and with relation to it, and his faying, Lo I come to do 
thy wiUy O God. The Hebrew , LXX. and Vulg. read in the pfalm, O my God, And there is 
one copy mentioned by Dr. Mills, which here in this epiftle reads agreeably to the Hebrew and 
LXX. th 'srotncrcu to diMifJicL cv, b 0 gof z€*KriQiiv 3 as does the Ethiopick verfion. ’Tis 
poffible this might have been the original reading, and that it might be alter’d by the officiouf- 
nefs of Ibme who could not very well digeft Chrift’s calling the Father his God antecedently to 
his coming into the world, although the thing be clear in the Hebrew and LXX. not only 
in that, but alfo in the verfe before. Compare alfb ver . 17. 

( r ) 2 w/>cct q KaLln$Ti<rv fjio/* But a body hafi thou prepared me.J This claufe is exadly ta- 
Icen from the LXX. our prefent Hebrew copies giving it a quite different turn. Mine ears hafi 
thou opened , or as our margin fays, digged . I can’t eafily queftion whether the authority of the 
LXX. and of our infpired author, fhould weigh more than our Hebrew copies; which there¬ 
fore fhould be corrected by them. The fenfe is eafy and obvious if we follow the LXX. but 
hardly can any thing be made of the Hebrew . It can’t eafily be thought that our author would 
here follow the LXX. in cafe it had differed from the Hebrew , fince he was now writing to the 
Hebrews, who would have been ready enough to objed againft fuch a citation. It feems there¬ 
fore no unreafonable fuppofition that the Hebrew and the LXX. did then agree, however the 
alteration in the former has fince happen’d. The words in the Hebrew in our prefent copies 
Are V7 an< ^ they who feem to offer faireft at accounting for them, make them to 

be an allufion to the law given to the yews, Exod. xxi. 6. Deut. xv. 17. that if a fervant chofe 
jiot to go out free at the feventh year, then his mafter fhould bring him to the judges, and Jbould 
bring him alfo to the door, or unto tfle door pofi , and fhould bore his ear through with an aul, and 
he Jbould ferve him for ever. They think therefore that this is intended by the expreffion. Thou 
hall made or ingaged me to be thy fervant for ever. This interpretation carries very little pro¬ 
bability in it. For befide that it may feem difagreeable that our Saviour fhould fpeak of the 
Father s boring his ears before he came into the world, or having taken a body, or that he 
fhould then fpeak of himfelf as then becoming firft of all his fervant or minifter, it may farther 
be confider’d that the expreftions do not here fuit that allufion. The mafter, according to that 
Jaw was only to bore one of the fervant’s ears, whereas here both ears are fpoken of in the 
dual number. Again, the proper word for boring in the Hebrew is not iTO but J/JH 
as Exod. xxi. 6. or when a more general verb is ufed ’tis JHJ as ’tis in Deut . 

rm;ai uiia nnnji yrran na rmpVi fbalt put the aul in his ear and the door. Now 

’tis 
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'tis highly probable that had the pfalmift dcGgn’d any fuch allufion, he would have ehofen 
terms chat better accorded with that cultom. And perhaps it may be thought, that if the tfe- 
Irew reading were the right, the allufion fhould not be to the boring fervants ears, but to the 
digging of the ears in order to open them, that fo per Tons might be quicker in hearing, that is,- 
in obeying. Mr. Gataker upon chat paflage, ifa. 1 . 5. The Lord God hath opened mine ear, ayd 
I was not rebellious, neither turned away Hack, gives us a hint, as though he apprehended the 
paffage in the pfalm was to be underftood to this purpofe. 

The only difficulty that remains is to give fome probable account how this corruption in the 
Hebrew text happen’d. I can’t find that learned men have ventured to publifh their conje¬ 
ctures concerning this: they feem rather to have {pent their pains in indeavouring to reconcile 
the Hebrew and Greek expreffions in fenfe, wherein I apprehend they have been unfuccefsful. - 
It feems more proper to attempt from the Greek fuch an emendation of the Hebrew , as will fhow 
theoccaGon and manner of the corruption. And I fhall the rather offer my conjecture, that I 
may provoke thofe who arc more skilled in fuch matters to offer fuch as may be better. And 
for the reader’s more convenient viewing at once the change, I will fet down the prefent He¬ 
brew reading in one line, and what I fuppofe ic was originally under it. 

The prefent reading jV DUtX- 

The fuppofed original reading ' / IX • 

’Tis hardly to be thought that the firft corruption was wilfully made, or that it happen’d other- 
wife than cafually, through the carelefnefs of fome tranferiber. For had it been wilful, - 
doubtlefs the authors of it would have left us a better fenfe than they have done in their copy. 
Nor indeed can I fee any great fervice the yews could imagine they could do their caufe by 
the alteration, unlefs they nad corrupted all the pallages in Pfal. xxii. and other places in the 
prophets, which fpeak* plainly of Chrift’s having a body, and of his dying in it for our fins. 
Let us then ewmine whether fach a corruption might not cafually happen in the manner befoie ■ 
mentioned. I leave the two laft words fTHJ unchanged, the only alteration I fuppofe is 
of*patx to D’JTX'■ where I make no change in the two firft letters, only imagining that : 
fome tranferiber placing the latter word too clofe to the former, made the two appear as 
though they were but one word together. Inftances may be produced from the Hebrew of the 
Hke changes, when one word is divided into two, or as in the prefent cafe when two words 
are jumbled into one : nay, in other places the change of this fort is greater, by reafon of the - 
dropping of a letter. Thus for inftance, Gen. xxx. 11. the yews for * 7 JQ have put two words - 
in the Keri , *13 XD but fince it may be queftioced whether they were not therein miftaken, I 
(hall mention another place which is very plain. In Ifaiah iii. 15. which .is well tranflated, r 
What mean ye that ye beat my people ? of two words, as ’tis in the Keri DD 7 HO what mean 
ye ? or, what have ye to do f the Chethib or the common reading have made but one DD 70 which 
fignifies their king ; which carries no fenfe at all in it, as any one will eafily perceive who tries * 
to join it with the reft of the fentence. And in thus jumbling the words together the H is • 
dropt, and fo the alteration is really greater than that which I have propofed in the pfalm. - 
Let me add here, before I leave this, that there appears to me fomewhac in the words of the 
pfalmift that leads us to confider IX as a diftinft word by it felf. ’Tis evident that thefe two - 
claufes are equivalent. Sacrifice and offering thou didft not dejire ; and. Burnt-offering and fin- - 
offering haft thou not required : and accordingly our author when he had firft cited thefe diftinftly 
according to the Hebrew , immediately ver. 9. joins them together as making as it were but one 
fentence. Above> when he faid t facrifice and offerings and burnt-offerings > and offerings for Jin thou 
ziouldft not. Now it feems very natural to me thji the claufes that are refpeCtively adverfative, - 
fhould each be introduced in the fame manner ; and therefore as the laft begins with IX Then I 
faid T 17 GX IX it looks not improbable that the other did fo too, according to the conjecture 
before propofed. ’Tis true the LXX. have ufed jj, whereas in fome places where the word IX 
recurs they render both by 7 ot« 9 as they do that ver. 7. See Pfalm li. 19. Jofb. i. 8. But as there 
is nothing in the Hebrew to which their q can anfwer but upon my fuppoficion, fo they are not 
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conflant in their rendring of that word : for bcGde tots they render it by prev. i. zS. and 
they might therefore as well render it here by q, overlooking the correfponding of the ufe of it 
■in the two places, which they might the more eafily do, if they obferved not the likenefs of 
the two claufes which refpeCtively proceeded it. And this not being material our author might 
ii£t ftick to follow them in it. So that there feems to be here a poetical disjunction and dilio- 
eation of the parts of the fame fentence, and the making two fentences of one, which may be 
conlidcr’d to lianrl thus, cc Sacrifice and offering, and burnt-offerings, and offering for fin, 
u thou didft not defire or require : then thou preparedft me a body; then I faid, 1 come to do 
<c thy will, fiFc.” 

But to go on with the conjecture ; if ^|U be imagined to be the original reading, the 
■change of J1 into J might cafily happen, there being fo very little difference between the two 
letters. For the tranferiber might eafily miftake in reading one for the other ; and indeed a 
man had need now both of a fair copy and good eyes to diftinguifh them ; efpecially if he reads 
by candle light, as the tranferiber who firfl made the miftake might pofTibly do, when he tran- 
feribed this place. And fuppofing him to have read ever fo right, yet unlefs he were a very 
exaft feribe indeed, he might make his Jt fo like to J as to be without difficulty taken for it, 
efpecially if when his copy came to be ufed, the writing in this place happened to be in fome 
meafure worn and defaced, which feems not unlikely. 

The next .alteration fuppofed is, that 1 is changed into \ This is as eafy as the former, the 
two letters differing only in their length. And hence we may obferve that thefe two letters 
are frequently by miftake put for one another in the common Hebrew reading, nor is there any 
thing with which the Keri more abounds than the correcting thefe miftakes, as every one 
.knows who has in reading his bible compared the Chetib and Kert together. The only remain¬ 
ing alteration I have fuppofed, is that of PJ into Q. Now in cafe the long ftroke of the 
were worn out in that part that is below the line, the remainder of it, efpecially if the lower 
crofs ftroke were brought very near to the right fide of the letter, might pals well enough for a 
mem claufum or finale, Q. I have here fuppofed that the word was ufed by the Jews an¬ 
ciently, which is not unlikely, though we have now no inftance of it in the bible, which 
.reads in other places HSU, but it might be ffor&f; As yofAyov here, as is the more probable, 
fince the Rabbins often ufe However if that be difliked, we need only read HlJI which 

we meet with Job xx. where the LXX tranflate it by eapa. And the other alterations 
being prefuppofed it will not be hard to imagine that, to make the beft fenfe they could of the 
place, they might change the H into Q there being little wanting to make it very like to it. 
And in all fuch cafes one alteration makes way for another, or helps it forward. I have all 
along confider’d only the Chaldee letters, and not thofe we call the Samaritan , becaufe I doubt 
not the corruption happen’d after the former were fubftituted in the room of the latter; nor 
could it be other wife in cafe this was done prefently after the return from the Babylonifi capti¬ 
vity, or even fuppofing it was done, as fome think, in the fecond eentury. 

1 have left JlV’Q as ft was > however unufual it is for that verb to fignify the fame as kat&$- 
t becaufe I find Lexicographers exprefs one fenfe of it by comparare . And it feems 
ufed to fignify barely to get or to poffefs, where we render it to dig. Thus Gen. 1 . In my 
grave which 1*7 * have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there fialt thou bury me. I 

think which X have got for my felf had been more proper than our rendering. For the cave 
of Machpelah was digged long before. See Chap, xlvii. 19, 30. xlix. z9 — ■■■■ ■ ■ 31. Thus 
muft it be underftood, 1 Chron. xvi. 14. They buried him [Ala] in his own fepulchres , which he 
had made [margin digged] for himfelfin the city of David. Here alfo ^7 m 3 
I think be rendered, which he had got or pojfejfed. For thele fepulchres were nut made by 
himfelf, fince they were the fepulchres of his fathers, 1 Kings xv. a4. And in this fenfe is it 
moft true, that God had got, that is, provided a body for our Saviour. We have likewife ren¬ 
der d it prepared, 1 Kings vi. z 3. ’Tis hoped what has been now offered will be confider’d, 
3S ’tis defigned, barely as a conjefture; and whether it be a probable one or no, is fubroitted 
ito the judgment of thofe who are better skilled in thefe matters. 
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burnt-offerings and facrifces 
for fin thou haft had no plea- 

7 fure: Then faid I, Lo, I come 
(in the volume of the book 
it is written of me) to do thy 

8 will, O God. Above, when 
he faid. Sacrifice and offer¬ 
ing, and burnt-offerings, 
and offering for fin thou 
would ft not, neither hadft 
pie a fure therein (which are 

9 offered by the law;) Then 
faid he, Lo, I come to do 


offerings and facrifices for Jin thou haji had 
no pleafure. Then faid I, Lo I come (in 
the roll of the look 'tis written concerning 
me) (f) to do thy will 3 O God, in offering 
fuch a facrifice as thou doft require and wilt 
accept. In this forecited paffage, by faying. 
Sacrifice and offering, and burnt-offerings, and 
offering for fin thou wouldft not have, nor 
tookeft any pleafure in them, (which are offer¬ 
ed according to the law, and confequently 
were in a fenfe agreeable to the will of God, 
who required them, but not as expiatory) 
Then faid I ( t ), Behold I come to do thy 

will. 


7 * 

8 . 


NOTES. 


7 (/) 'Ey l ip*. In the volume of the hook *tis written of me .3 

Interpreters are divided concerning the meaning of this expreftion. Some imagine that by the 
volume of the book we are to underftand, the writing, bill, or contract, whereby our Saviour 
was ingaged thus to come. But others (and, as it feems, with more reafon) reckon that 
by the book is meant, fo much of the bible as was then written, and particularly the book 
of the law, which contained many things concerning Chrift and his fufferings. See Luke 
xxiv. 44. John v. 46. A&s xxvi. 12, 2 5. But then there is yet another queftion, what is meant 
by K$q>(t\U And fome render this in the bead or beginning of the book, which agrees 

well enough with the Greek , the LXX* and Vulg . And they who go this way think that the 
words point to fome place in the beginning of the law, where Chrift is lpoken of, as Gen . 
iii. 1^. which was in the firft great feftion of the law which reached from the beginning of 
Genejts to ver . 8. of the 6th chapter. This would indeed do well enough to anfwer the Greek ; 
but I don’t perceive how it will accord with the Hebrew HSD fV?which denotes no¬ 
thing of the beginning . They therefore feem beft to interpret the pallage, who take nVlQ to 
fignify a roU y according to the cuftom of that time, which is ftill retained among the Jews in 
reading the law of Mofes in their fynagogues. They wrote not in leaves of books which were 
fewed together, as our cuftom is, but in long parchments, which after they had read they 
roll’d up to preferve them from duft. And hence we have elfewhere rendred the fame word 
by roU 3 which is very proper, it being derived from a root which fignifies to roll up a thing. 
Whence is that expreffion, ifa . xxxiv. 4. And the heavens JbaU be rolled together as a f role , or 
book : with which may be compared. Rev . vi. 14. Thus we have rendred the two words in 
the pfalm, The roll of a book , Jer. xxxvi. 2, 4. and in many other places is tranfiated a 

roll. Now this I prefer becaufe it does not only fuit the Hebrew , but alfo the Greek of the 
LXX. which is followed by our infpired author. For Suidas makes zzQctKic to be the fame as 
the folding of a book. And fo Aquila and Symmachus rendred it. 

9(f) Tore tHfwcer. Then faid he .] Chryfojlom reads r ore en top, then faid J, and the 
Vulg. agrees with him, tunc dixi ; and fo they take this to be a part of the citation, according 
to ver. 7. I could wifa this reading had more authorities to confirm it. However I can’t but 
fall in with it, becaufc the fenfe fccras imperfcdl without it. The dvdT$*yv A iyooy in the be- 
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will, O God, he abolilheth the former will % win, o God. He a- 
and prefcrlption of God concerning legal fa- jJSK S! 
orifices, that he may eftablifh the latter cOn- By the which win w« are 10 
. cerning the facrifice of Chrift («•). By the j.fej 

which latter will of God, we are cleanfed GhrHtot*a , /«^H//AB<tev»ry n 
from our guilt (w) through the'offering once fltnderti daily ata*- 

of the body (#) of Jefus Chrift. And in¬ 
deed under the old law, every high-prieft 
continued (y ) miniftring from time to 

time 


N OTB 8. 

ginning of ver. 8 . muft of necefllty be Joined with fome verb that follows, which is etpoifH,. 
which comes in immediately after the citation. And unlefs we take this claute as a part of the 
citation, and read, Then /aid J, ’tis not eafy to perceive how bkywv can be joined with alyeuget. 
Had our author defign’d to exprefswhat our tranflitors do* it feems to me he fhould rather have 
faid x) tot£ hV&V, or efaV. They therefore feem to me miflaken who think the argument is here 
built merely upon the order of the words: ’tis upon the things themfeives, that Chrift who- 
knew the itfin'd of God, declared that he was not fatisfied or propitiated by the 1 legal facrifices, 
even when he had order’d them* to be ufed, and therefore then When he was coming into the 
World, he faid he was coming to do that which' the pffefcHbed facHfiCes could not* Hence the 
paraphrafe does not explain thofe words d.vdT€£pv Aiy6>v y as'fome choofe to do, Thatfirft he 
fays facrifice and. offering, &V. thou wouldft not, and afterwards fays, Lo, I come to do thy 
Will. 

(u ) Avaufti wfcoTovy ifa. J'etfTt&v'rfon. 'He taketb away the fift 3 that he may 
eftabllft the fecond.] ’Tis furprizing that any dodbt fhould be made what the fubftantive is 
to which the jirftinA fecond refer. Certainly this can'be no other than the©e?, the 
wiU of God jfult beforementioned. He had fhown that it.was the will ©fGod that the legal fa¬ 
crifices fhould be offered, that they were offered according to the will of God, becaufe they 
Were offered 1 by the law, ver. 8. and that Which Chrift cache to do is exprefly called the will of 
Gbd, and fpbken of as a thing that was to take place after the other. It feems therefore tin- 
reafbiiSble to imagine that any thipg elfe can be intended than the firft and fecond will of 
God. And' if the fame fiibftantiveis to be underftood as referr’ef to by the ftrft and the fecond \ 
Ofte would think our author has put 1 it pad all doubt what that is by the words which imme¬ 
diately follow ; wherein fpeaking of the fecond he fays, Er <y IftgA n/nct]/ x By the which wfll we 
are fariHified thvtB&h ihe offering of the body of yefus Chrift once for alt. 

10 (w) WyidL<rwpQi \<sf£. TVe■ are fanfftfitd.] The fanflifiedtion 'herefpoken of relates 
to fuch* a defining or purifying as is obtained bv expiation arid atonement. The word is ufed 
itf this fenfc perpetually through' this cpi(lie, as v is fhdwn by Dr. Hammond 3 and-Dr. Whitby^ 
who may be cofffulred by any whom&ke any doubt of i:. 

( v) Tb (Toiuet]^-. ’The ■body.'] The Clermont and St. Germains copies read-TH eufA&l®-- the 
blood. But bncethe author ty is much greater for the common reading, I think we ought to 
prefer it, and the rather, becaufe it feems bttrer to fiiit thepaflage cited,, wherein epprefs men¬ 
tion is not ir.dde of the bloody as there' is of the body prepared 1 for* him. 

1 1 ( y ) Kct/ fl' izfds'c triiy.e. And every fridft ftandeth :] The asraf >fZ' and the etv T© - 

q in the next” veffe arc oppc&d according to the common ufe of'thofe particles ^ and p in the* 
Ofeek language. The ' Syriac verfion, and* the AUx.< and other MSS. read here. and * 

every K 




text 

firing and offering oftentimes 
the fame facrifices which can 
ii never rake away fins: But 
this man after, he had offer¬ 
ed one facrifice for fins, for 
ever fat down on the right 
i 3 hand of God; From hence¬ 
forth expecting till his ene¬ 
mies be made his footftool. 
14 For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that 
1 $ are fan&ified. ffbereof the 
Holy Ghoft alio is a wicnefs 
to us: for aftef that he had 
16 feid before, This w the co¬ 
venant that T will make 
with them after thofo days, 
faith the Lord; 1 will put 
my laws into their hearts, 
and in their minds will I 


E Ji R E& 8, 

‘PARA’PHRASE. 

time (#), and. offering- oftentimes the, fomc 
fkcrifices which can never expiate, fins. But i a; 
Chrift. after he had offer’d only one focri,-. 
fice for fins, fat down for ever at the, right; 
hand of Godj. from thenceforth waiting till 13. 
God' fhalt according to his promife (‘ PfajL 
dx. 1.) fubdue all his enemies, and make 
them afr his footftool. Nor is there any 14. 
need, that he ftiould ever leave the right 
hand of God to offer bimfeif afrefh, finee by 
his one offering he hath made an cxpjatfofl 
that avails, perpetually to< render all thofewho 
partake of the virtue of 'it completely qualified 
for the worfhip of God. Ana even the Holy 15. 
Ghoft bears us witnefs, and attefts what has 
been laid ( a ). For after he had firft faid, 
(Jer. xxxi. 33.) This is the covenant that I 16. 
will make with, them a&er thofe days, faith 
the Lord, I will put my laws into their 
hearts y and in their winds will I write them, 

[He 



NOTE Si 


every bigh-praejL This is followed in the pgf$phrqfe, it being foppptfed by fnph good aqtjhorV 
ty, and being beft fuited to the argument of the place, and, indeed tp. the cocpp^rifon which 
runs through the whole epiftle of Chrift our hrgh-prieft with the high-priefts under the law. 
And if any prefer the common reading, yet ftill they muA, as I imagine, fuppofe that the high - 
friefi is meant by the term prieft. 

f z ) K etfi* Daih .J ’Tis poffible thi,s might incline fom^ to understand the ^lace 

concerning the common priefts rather than the high-pneftj becaufo the high-prieft was not re¬ 
quired every day to jniniiUr in h» office. But we uced i\ot fvppofo that the Greek expj-efljioa 
denotes more than is exprefled in the paraphrafe, from timp to time ; and accordingly we have 
the fame thing afferted undoubtedly of the high-prieft, Chap. vii. 2.7. 

M (a ) 5 w/*SV Jfo rd fT^ujud 7 b ctytov. Whereof the Holy Ghoft alfi is a. witnefs 

to usf] This tranflation is ambiguous; and is I believe coimjnoply und^tftpod that the Holy Ghoft 
bears witnefs to Chriftians in general; which though it be true, and the certain confequence of 
what is faid, yet feems not to rae the primary meaning of the expreflion, which I take to be 
concerning our author htmfcif. The proper rendering is, I fuppofe this: But the Ho ty Ghoft alfi 
bears us witnejsy that is, confirms what I have faid ; a . <c You need not barely rely upon. 
“ my averting this matter, fince the Holy Ghoft manifeftly concurs with me in his teftimony, 
cc and has clearly declared the fame.” The whereof added by our tranftators is needlefs when 
the words are thus undefftopd. 
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18. 


[He then adds] (b ), And their jins and 
iniquities will I remember no more. Now 
where there is fuch a remidion of thefe as that 
they fhall be remembred no more, there can 
be no occafion for any farther offering for 
fin. 


write them: And their fins 17 
and iniquities will I remem¬ 
ber no more. Now, where t 8 
remifijon of thele ir, there 
is no more offering for fin. 


NOTES. 

17 (£) He then adds. ] This, or fomewhat equivalent, is read in fome copies mentioned, 
by Dr. Mitfs, who gives us the judgment of Eflius y that ’tis an addition to the text, and by his 
not contradicting him feems to be of the fame opinion himfelf. Whether it be an addition I 
will not fay, but if it is, ’tia fuch an one as mud neceftarily be underfiood to flipply the ellipfis. 
For our author’s fenfe is imperfect without it, as every one muft fee who reads the place with, 
care. 


SECT. XIV. 

CHAP. X. ip-jp. 

CONTENTS. 

T HE argumentative part being now finifhed, and the great 
point fully proved, that the legal facrifices could never 
make atonement for fins, though ever fo often repeated, 
and particularly thofe which were offer’d yearly by the high-prieft 
when he went into the holy of holies on the great day of expiation, 
but that Chrift had fully and effectually done this by his once of¬ 
fering himfelf j now follows the practical application, which is in- 
ferr’d from the foregoing difcourfe. The great thing here urged 
is that which manifeftly runs through the whole epiftle, that upon 
this account chriftians fhould be ftedfaft in their profedion, and 
their dependance on Chrift, without expecting to obtain by the legal 
facrifices that advantage which could only be had by Chrift. In 
treating of this our author takes occafion to fet forth in the moft 
terrible terms the danger of apoftacy, which was very needful for 

the 
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the JeWiJh converts, who above all others were very prone to it. 
However, according to the tendernefs wherewith he treats them 
upon the like occafion (as Chap. vi. 9 ,1 o.) he foftens the fevere 
things he lays by mixing fome commendations of them, that fo he 
might give them the lefs offence. There is yet another thing 
which he feems to have in his eye, and may be perceived by thofe 
who read this fe&ion with a elofe attention, but may be eafily 
miffed by carelefs and hafty readers, becaufe our author (as be¬ 
fore) thought it not proper directly to mention it, but only ob- 
fcurely to hint it, that fo he might not difguft and provoke the He¬ 
brews. What I mean is, that fince the forgivenefs of fins appeared 
to be obtained not by the legal facrifices, but by the facrifice of 
Chrift, the Gentiles who had nothing to do with the former were 
now upon the fame terms with the Jews , and fo the fame privile¬ 
ges and advantages equally belong'd to both ; and therefore they 
mould both unite heartily in ufing them, and though the caution 
was moft neceffary for the Hebrews who were apter to quarrel 
with the Gentiles , than the Gentiles with them, yet that he might 
not take off from the edge of his caution where it was moft need¬ 
ful, he fpeaks of their exciting one another mutually to their duty, 
and particularly that of love to one another, together with the good 
fruit that would be produced thereby. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


* 9 TTAving therefore, bre- 
thren, boldnels to en¬ 
ter into the holieft by the 


H Aving therefore, brethren, liberty 
granted us to enter into heaven, the 
true holy of holies (c), by the blood of 

Je- 



NOTES, 


T9 (e) E ytvTtt 'sretppnvrav t/( t rff iytw* Having therefore 

brethren, boldnefs to enter into the holiefl. j As heaven is before compared with the holy of holies 
under the law, it feems neceffary that heaven it felf (hould hei l e be intended by the t a ayta y 
the holiefl. The boldnefs or liberty we have for an entrance into heaven is grounded upon 
Chrift’s taking away our fins by his blood, they being the things that debarred mens entrance 
before. According to the way of reafoning here ufed, it fliould feem that this liberty of enter¬ 
ing into heaven , anfwers to the expreflion ufed before, ver. 14. and elfevvhere, that Chrift has 
perfeHed them that are fanHifed ; and fo it confirms the interpretation before given of that 
perfecting \ that it means a perfectly qualifying them for heaven. See ver. 1. note ( n ). The. 
t^orT55 having feems to refer both to Jews and Gentiles. This is indeed but darkly hinted iu«. 
this place-; but the next verfe may confiderably confirm it*. 

f o 
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Chap. X. 


21 . 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


Tefus ( d). which way of entrance, a new u»di of je&i, By a new i* 

and living way to us, he initiated or tint went hath CO nfccuted for us 
(e) paifing through’ the vail, the vail I mean through the vail, chat is to 

of his own ftefh (/). And having now Jefiis fay * u fldhi Aod ' hav "r 11 


NOTES. 

( <f) Ei» to cti/tefli It) 9 v. By the blood of The allufion is to. the tnanne# of the high’- 

prieft* entring into oho- holy of holies, that ic was iv cufjatft AAAdJeiw, with the blood of 
others , Chap. ix. 15. whereas Chrift's entrance was with his* own blood, by reason of which 
we have an entrance gfante.d to us alfo. 

(e) Kv,iv*itcuM<79v nfRiV' oJ*ov <Q£p'T<pcelpv xj ^eoj.etv. By a new and living way which he 
hath cowfecnated for *r] Qut translators hawe been fenced to inlcrt the word by here which i* 
not in the Greek . I ftiould. rather think that the here refers to £<so£w> juft befbre, and that 
the fenfe is. Which entrance he initiated. The words, d v&KcuriO'iv Ceenn ta he well explained 

by Cb*yfofiom y who gives us chi® fenfe* of thern^ rvjtn r, nv KaJ'ifKevd.<Ti r xj n? m?£a].o. E y- 
Kauvi<Tf4.(ii jJB. teytTVJ A ovmbv* Hi" xs&JarxsuAffe,. <pnai y xj d>i Sk- eii/foi' \Cd£t&tVi 

u That is, which he prepared, and which he himfdfb^gan* Eof \f%Kdmur\\$.a? is the* begbi- 
tc ning of the ufe a thing is- afterwards put to. This then is what he fays, that Chrift prepa* 
cc red, and went himfelf this way.” Thus;therefore the feivfe will 1 ftand according to chi® in¬ 
terpretation, Having therefore, brethren* boldnels or a» liberty for an entrance into-heaven*, 
which entrance he began himfelf, making it a new and living way. There {eenas to be & par¬ 
ticular reafon for his fpeaking of it as z new way 10 put the Hebrews upon conftdering that 
there was no fuch way appointed under the law, that this was wholly owing to Chrift and 
what he had lately done \ and therefore they might well think that this belong’d to luch as 
had not been under the law, and was defijgn’d as much for their ufe, as for Che yews them- 
felves. Nor perhaps will it be impertinent to obferve, that he ipeaks of it as appointed for us y 
to diflinguifh the cafe of Chriftians in general from that of the Jews y to none of whom,, but 
to the high-prieft once a 'year, an entrance into the holy of holies was granted. This 
may fetm to be deftgned by the word i^uaa.v , a living way. This entrance gave life, 
but an entrance into the holy of holies would, I flipped^ have been punifhed with death 
in any other than the high-prieft, and in him allb, except ic were once a year. So that 
Tetv is, as Grotius obferves, put for ^cooToiHCAVy but then I think this is to be underftood as 
oppofed to ‘d-ctveflcoo'&y. 

(/) Aid to xct^ATrgTct^ctT© - , Tfc^er/ CAfxaf auto. Through the vaity that is to fayy 
bis fejb.] The Syr. and Arab. tranflations* Di. Mitts fays, read here as does the Clermont 
copy. Ate t ^ eetfabt auto, through his jiejb. But the common reading that leaves out ef/ct 
in chat part of the verfa is perhaps to be preferred, fiace ijt ha® much better authority to flip¬ 
py it. And if f rctfKoc be taken not as, govern’d by the prepofition but as following 
KtLT&m7etGiJ.cLT®-y which it may not be unreasonable ftiould be underftood to be in fenfb 
repeated from the claufe before, thus T«Tis*r to x at &ir&Tii<T[A4LT@~ £ TA^xd? auto, through 
the vaily that is to fay y the vail of his ftefh; the fanfe may feem to run more finooth and eafy. 
Bit ft ill we muft inquire why the jlefl of Chrift is compar’d here to a vail. The vail in the taber¬ 
nacle and the temple was a curtain at the entrance into the holy of holies, which parted it from 
the holy place or the court of the piiefts. It was neceflary when the high-prieft went into the 
holy of holies, that he ftiould pafs this way, in order to which the vail was to be turn’d aflde, 
and without that he could have no entrance : in like manner, when Chrift came into the 
world, and received that body God had prepared for him, thaa he might do that will of God 
which facrifices and offerings could not, it was neceflary that he fhould once /offer for Jtns y and" 

1 be 
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Chap. X. 


•n high-pritft over the Houfe as an :high-prieft 'over the houfe cif Godlet 

fou us draw near to God in his worfhip {g ^with 
offunance if faith, having an upright heart ( h ), in a certain and allured 
our beans ffrinkied >fraa perfuafion of the efficacy of his'facrifice^ *), 

•having our hearts treed by the pardoning 
grace -of God in regard to the facrifiee df 
■Chrift from fuch moral guilt as tends to make 
the confcience evil and Burdenfom ( k) > And 

having 


an 


22 * 


N O T E S, 

be 'pat to death m thefttfl, >i Fetjiii.. i8. ar firfitr ifir *s itt’the fiifi, Otap. FV. i. whence) he 
himfelf fpcaks in that manner, lake xxiv. i6, Ought not* chrift. to fuffvr tbefe j things, amt to on- 
ter into bisghry * Compare i M.i. 11. Till this was aceomjtJitti’ci he was not to be reftored 
totk&glory ‘Urbiebbe-hid with tboBatforbefore the-world was, . John ocyii. 5. So that hasiflefti^ 
till it was given for the life of the world, was as it . were a vail that hindred. his entring iiwo 
heaven the true holy of holies: but by his death this vail was removed, amid a way was laid 
mm-v for him to enter intx>> heaven. And ehisifeems to have been thet meaning of the vaihoif the 
templets being miraoufoufly’ rent- tn teuain from tke> top to the bottom jerft at the rime of his death, 
Mattb. xxvii.-fi. 

zi > ( g ) - Let us draw near.] This word is fever al times ufed in- the epiftta 

when the coming toSSod, ©rthe worffaipinghim iffpokerv of. See Chap, iv. 16. vii.>y$. xi. 6. 
And-da one. place ’tis -ufed alone hr the: fame manner, as here, Cbap^x. 1. Thtiaw—-cwbwever 
— make the co mttiperfefi\ which comers are ceiled, ver+z, xhznmrflipcxi. It) may perhaps 
be* chought* that this does not well ccuiftft with the interpretation given of the bobeft, ver.-19. 
Her it may feem that ir is- to the holteft vre are inoounaged do come by- the tenor of the dtT- 
counfe ; v^hence feme have expounded the heir eft by the immediate prefence of God. Bcir 
there-is noneceifryfor thi6, the duty-here w ? ged being-{fronglyi inferred'from the^ privilege, 
tc A way is now laid open for us inco heaven it feLf,.andifince God ihas granted us 
« great, an- advantage, it can’t be thought chati he debars us.an aocefs to himfelf while we are 
« in our way diicher, or ehat he-does not expert from us now a- foitable and 1 thankful homage, 
<* *nd therefore let us be confcienoious incur attending upon him. 

( b ) Mstcl olKoBtnfyKOLfSiac. With a true heart:] The phrafe feems to* be- taketffrem 
^i-xxxvl}/. $. wheretheiLXX have hv Kd.$<P'ieL aAnfWa, with* true heart, irtftead ©f-Whac 
we render with a, perfe&' heart, as they alfo fbmetimes render it, z C'^row.-xxviii-.9. liKirrgs 
viu^6 1. xi. 14. xv. 3.;and.coher places. So that^n^/pcf anfwers to Q^y ; and they true heart 
is the fame that - is-called:-elfewhere the pure heart or the pure confaertce, z Tim i. 1 3. ii. zz\ 
Ghrift has not opened a way in00 heaven, for chafe who negleft to worfhip God, or do net 
worfeip him in fincerity, with a clean and uprighthtart. 

(;) Rk 'srA«£0<jofhi In fuU^aJfurame offaitb\] Thismufebeunderflodd, 1 think, 

of a full and ftedfoft perfuafion of the efficacy.of Chrift’s once offering.himfelf, whereby* he heS 
obtained .sjv entrance for. himfelf a* our forerunner, and consequently -for 11s, into heaven. Or 
if.fahh be here taken- for the chrihi&n religion in general, ^a foil perfuafion of the troth 6f chat 
will not make-any great ;diffarence in the fonfe. 

( k ) F ppa.vT/CfjLii'OJ T<f.f Kct o-jv&iJ'no'i&f Having our hearts fpttnkli& freest: 

an evil corfcierce .] There is an allufon herein to the fprinkling the b!ood of the facrifices un¬ 
der the law in order to cleanfe from legal uncleannelTes. Thefe uncIcanneCcs did nor, in- 

many 



TEXT. 
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PARAPHRASE. 

2?. having our bodies wafhed with the pure wa- our bodies wafheH with pure 
ter of baptifm ( / ), let us in fpight of all dan- profeirio „ of 0UI faith with . 
gers hold on immoveably in that profelfion out wavering (for he u 
and promife we then made, in which cafe we faithf “ 1 thac prcnufed.) And 14 

may depend upon God’s faithfulnefs to fulfil 
the promifes which he has made to us as bap¬ 
tized perfons, and which were then confirm- 
24. ed to us ( m ). And let. us fo obferve and 

con- 


N 0 T E S. 

many cafes at leaf}, affeft the confcience: for they were often contra&ed by mens difcharge of 
their duty without any fin at all, as in touching the dead, which was necefTary to be done by 
iome body, or elfe the dead could not be buried, And in many the like cafes men needed ac¬ 
cording to the law to be cleanfed when they had no evil confcience, that is when their con¬ 
fcience did not burden them with the fenfe of any guilt they had contracted, or any moral evil 
they had done. In cafe of fuch guilt the old Sacrifices could not eafe them, Heb. ix. 9. They 
nould not make the worjbiper perfeft , as pertaining to the confcience . They fanftifed to the purify - 
ing of the fejb\ but fomewhat better was requifite to the purging the confcience from dead works 
in order to mens acceptably ferving the living God , Ver. 13, 14. This was the blood of Chrift, 
with which therefore our author, in his allufion in this place, confiders them as having their 
hearts fprinkled, when they acceptably draw nigh to God. Compare 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb . xii. 24. 
that is, that by virtue of that blood they were freed not from a ceremonial defilement, but a 
real one, by reafbn cf fuch aftions as are in their own nature evil and finful. 

23 ( / ) K a.) to <70^0. vS'etn kclBa f And our bodies wajbed with pure water.] 

Our tranflators were doubtlefs in the wrong in joining this claufe to the end of ver. 22. which 
moft of the printed Greek teftaracnts I have feen make the beginning of ver. 23. according as ’tis 
placed in the paraphrafe. They, who following the pointing or our tranflation, underftand. 
our author as faying, u Let our actions be wafhed and pure alfo,” will not eafily produce any 
place of fcripture wherein rb the body , is put for the aftions. If this had been defign’d 

I doubt not he would have faid Tet? inftead of t^ c according to that, yarn, iv. 8. 

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you: Cleanfe your hands, ye finners , and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded: and the rather would he have done this in writing to the Hebrews , 
becaufe this flile was fo familiar with them. See Pfal. xxiv. 4. lxxiii. 13. xxvi.6. and many 
other places. But nothing can be more exaCl than this exprefiion when underftcod of baptifm, 
which is literally a wafhing of the body, a putting away of the flth of the flejb y 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
and is called rhe wafhing of regeneration. Nor can any thing be more pertinent, than to urge 
men to a ftedfaftnefs in their profeflion of the chriftian religion, from their baptifm, becaufe of 
the ingagement they were laid under thereby. 

( w ) For be is faithful that promifed .] As the reft of the vcrfe is moft naturally explained of 
baptifm, fo this parenthefis feems to me here to relate to the fame thing. The promifes made to 
fitch as were baptized and continued true to their baptifm, were confirm'd and fealed by that 
ftgn, and God s faithfulnefs in making them good might well be a ftrong motive to conftancy 
and perfeverance in their profeflion, (mce without that they could have no right to the things 
jromifed, i Pet, iii, 21. 


24 (w) 
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Chap 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. ^ 

letusconfider one another confider one anothers temper and difpofitlon 

15 m good 0 works ° n£ for- ( » A as that we may by our example and all 
faking the aflembling of our good offices provoke one another on each fide 

felves together, as the man- tQ l ove an£ J f L]c h good Works as are the ge- 

ing cue another: and fo nume efreas oi it. T his will be a good means 2 J. 
much the more, as ye fee to further us in our duty, and to prevent that 

16 e day approaching. For ne gi e £ w hich many now fall into, while they 

forfake the aflembling of themfelves together 
in the congregations of chriftians, made up 
of a mixture of JewiJh and Gentile con- 
vers (0). And you have fo much the more 
reafon for this, by how much you may plain¬ 
ly perceive, that the time of the great de¬ 
finition of Jemfalem , and the JewiJh po* 
lity is nearly approaching (p). For in cafe ' - ' 

we 


NOTES. 

24 (w) And let us confider, &c.] This verfe is very happily tranflated; our provoking being a 
word of a middle fieniflcation, juft as •ncLZpEvrfji.QS is. Our author feems in this exhortation 
to point at fome deleft and negleft of the Hebrews, in not promoting love and the good works 
which flow from it; which appears to me to be moll likely to refpeft their temper toward the 
Gentile converts. However, according to his ufual tendernefs for them, he exprefles the mu¬ 
tual duty, Let us conjider ONE ANOTHER . 

2,5 (0) Mh lyttctTctKei'TovTis 7rip It/ nv my toy fir lav tuv, kclSvs Tte'iv. Not for- 

faking the ajfembling of our felves together , as the manner of fome tsJ} He may well be fuppo- 
fed here alfb to tax the behaviour which was too common at that time among the ffewifh con¬ 
verts, who from their old and rooted prejudices had been fo difgufled at the Gentiles be¬ 
ing received into the chriftian church, without fubjefting themfelves to the ceremonial law, 
that they were every where prone to fhun them, and lo to forfake the chriflian aflemblies, 
upon the account of their being admitted into them. Doubtlefs the words, As the manner of 
fome is , have a particular afpeft upon them ; however it may be thought that this ftiff behavi¬ 
our of the Jewifi, might have fome influence upon the Gentile converts, and might beget (aa 
is natural) a fhynefs on their fide alfo. The reader may confider whether this may not have 
been the reafon why the word eir/ffoyayayri ufed no where elfe in the new teftament, but z Thefi 
ii. 1. is here ufed rather than rvyayayii, that the yews might not have any pretence from 
that word to return to their old fynagogucs, and forfake the chriflian aflemblies. It may be 
obferved that St. Raul choofes to vary his phrafe when he was fpeaking of lomewhat peculiar 
to Judaifm , and calls their circumcifion by the name of concifion KaiaToyA, dcfigning to de¬ 
ny they had the true circumcifion, Philip, iii. 2, 3. 

(p) Oiep iyyifacLV ty\v As ye fee the day approaching .] Our Saviour, 

Mnt. xxiv. had aflured his difciples, that the deftruftion of yerufalem fhould be accomplifhed 
before that generation fhould be dead, which were alive at the time of his fpeaking ; he 
had likewife forccoldj them what fhould be the figns of the approach of that heavy judg- 

A a meuu 
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Chap. X. 

TARATHRASE TEXT. 

we deliberately and wilfully apoftatize (0) if we fin wilfully after that 

a r te ^ We a haVe bCen j C ° nvinCed L ° f trUth SfrfSS ‘ST 

of Chriluanity, and have embraced it,. no mameeh no more facrifice 
other facrifice to atone for our fins is left ^ B « a cerram fear- 17 

27. us (r). The only things left for them, are and fierymdignationfwhich 
a dreadful expectation Of judgment, (which fhall devour the adverfariei. 

they might, upon fairly confidering their cafe, Hc that defpifedMofes laWj 
fee they have reafon enough for, fince the 
other thing left for them is a good ground for 
it) and fiery indignation which fliall devour 

28. the adverfaries. Nor can it be difficult for 
you to perceive this: for if any man prefump* 
tuoufly and wilfully broke any part of the 
pofitive law which God gave by Mofes (/)„ 

he 


NOTES. 

ment. And it was eafy for every one to perceive, from the number of years that were paft 
a t the time when this epiftle was written, and from the circumftances in which the Jews ■ 
then were, and other things mentioned by our Lord, that that deftruftion could not be far off. 
This feems to me a confirmation of what I obferved before, that our author /peaks with x 
principal regard to the Hebrews , this being a proper motive for them, while the Gentiles were 
lefs concerned in it. 

16 ( q) E KKffiaf d(Aet<>TctVQVT 6 )V Mficov. For if we fin wilfully.] An emphafis is defer - 

vedly laid upon that word wilfully ; by which a wide difference is made between the cafe of 
thofe who arc born down for a time, and forced contrary to their own inclination, by the 
violence of their fufferings, to difown the truth, and thofe who deliberately and wilfully 
apoftatizc from Chriftianity, Of this latter only does he ufe fuch fharp expreftions in this place 
(with which we may compare Chap. vi. 4— 6 . 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. And certainly, not only 

Novatiatf) and thofe who fell in with him, but the other chriftians, in thofe ancient times, 
deferve cenfure for not having treated the other, fort with more tendernefs and commife- 
ration. 

(r) Owe \n fcrei d'Tro^H'riTcu duj'ta. There remaineth no more facrifice for fins .] 

To comprehend the full ftrength of this argument, we muft remember what was before fully 
proved, that the legal facrifices, upon which the yews were fo prone to depend, could not 
ppftiblv make an atonement for fin, and confequently no reafonable hope could be left the 
Jews by reafon of them. There was no other facrifice that could avail lor fins but the fa¬ 
crifice of Chrift ; and therefore if they had no part in that, there could remain no other fa¬ 
crifice for them. Now that fuch wilful apoftates could have no part in the facrifice of Chrift,. 
and therefore muft be left in the moft deplorable and remedilefc condition is what hc further 
argues in the following verfes. 

28 (/) 7U Mcoo-ieof, He that deft?fed Mofes law.'] The law of Mofes feems 

here to be taken in a more reftratned fenfe than it lometimes is. It often takes in whatever 
is contained in the five books of Mofes ; whereas here it probably relates to only that part of 
thofe books which expreft not the law of nature but the pofitive law which God gave by 

Mofes . 
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died without mercy, under 
29 two or three witneffes: Of 
how much forer punifh- 
mentj fuppofc ye, (hall he be 
thought worthy, who hath 
troden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted 


he was without mercy to be put to death, 
when the matter was proved againft him by 
the teftimony of two or three witneffes; How 29. 
much feverer punifhment muft you think he 
lhall deferve, whofe guilt is fo much more 
aggravated, lince he treats the Son of God 
with the greateft indignity, treading him, as 
it were, under his feet (?), and counts the 

blood 


NOTES. 


Mofes . Should the contrary be fuppofed, it will not be eafy to underftand how our author could 
argue fas he feems evidently to do) from the lefs to the greater : for the direftly blafpheming the 
fuprome God could not be a (mailer crime than the indignity here mentioned as offer’d to the 
(on of God. But when the defpifing the law of Mofes is taken in the limited fenfe before pro- 
pofed, that is the defpifing the ceremonial law given by Mofes , the reafoning is ftrong and 
convincing : for if they who contemn’d or broke with a high hand the law of Mofes in 
the matter of a ceremony, were (o feverely punifhed, no wonder that fuch as treat the Son of 
God himfelf with the utmoft contumely and difgrace, (hould receive a more fevere and ter¬ 
rible recompenfe. As the cafe is put before of mens finning or apoftatizing Impicos wilfully^ 
it will not be difagreeable to underftand that word to be repeated here, as diroKOivvy and that 
what is here faid relates to mens finning not through ignorance and miftake, but prefnmptuonjly 
and wilfully, in which cafe, they by confequence reproached the Lord, and defpifed his word \ 
and therefore fuch an one was order’d to be cut off from among his people, Num. xv. 30, 31. com¬ 
pare Dent. xvii. 12. And in all fuch cafes they were not to proceed after the manner of our modern 
inquifitions, but by the teftimony of two or three witneffes , as our author here fays agreeably to 
what we find in the Mofaick law. Dent , xvii. 6. Compare xix. 1$. Hum* xxxv. 30. The force of 
the argument is ftrong and plain, when thus underftood, both from the difference of the per- 
fons imploy’d in the two difpenfations, and from the nature and aggravating circumftances of 
the refpeftive guilt of each, whence our author might very well appeal to the judgment of the 
Hebrews themfolves, as he actually does in the next verfe. 

29 (0 O tqv flv t* 0 eS KetTeL7rcLTYi(Teti . Who \hath troden under foot the Son of God.] 
Two things feem to be intimated in this expreffion. 1. That fuch wilful apoftates treat Je- 
fus Chrift, the Son of God, with great contempt and fcorn, as men do the moft infignificant 
and vile things. Thus, ifa, xxvi. 6. He bringeth down them that dwell on high y the lofty 
city he layeth it low y he layeth it low , even to the ground , he bringeth it even to the dufi . The 
foot fball tread it down [LXX. TlcLTrurvav dvrif even the feet of the poor y and the fieps 

of the needy . In like manner the prophet (peaks of perfons being put to (hame, Mic. vii. 10. 
Then fie that is mine enemy fi all fee it y and (hame /ball cover her who faid unto me y Where is the 
Lord thy God ? mine eyes fiall behold her : now fiall fie be troden down as mire in the Jlreets. 
Where the laft claufe is rendered by the LXX. NuV \tt x,tf.Tct'7retTW/*cc, tf’WAof i* 
Tetif oPoiCy which is verbatim , according to the Hebrew , and our marginal reading, She fiall 
be for a treading down, as the mire in the Jlreets ; wherein the contempt (he (hould meet with 
is fet forth. And again, in like manner, Mai. iv. 3. 7 h fiall tread down the wicked [LXX. 
y.ATcL'TATrHTiTe for they {ball he afhes under your feet. With this fenfe does the ex¬ 

preffion before ufed of the fame perfons exaftly agree, Chap . vi. 6 . that they put the fin of God 
to an open (hame. 2. Another thing which feems intended in this expreffion is that apoftates 
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the Wood of the covenant 
wherewith he was fanfti- 
fied, an unholy thing, and 


treat the Son of God with the utmoft rage and fury. We look upon it as a fign of a perfon’s 
being in a great rage with another, when he treats him in this manner, trampling and 
llamping upon him. And thus we find fuch expreflions are ufed, concerning thofe that adt 
with great wrath and fury. So Ifa. lxiii. 3* I will tread them in mine anger [LXX. kcltz- 
*7rdTijact ctvrii h f ./«] and trample them in my fury. See alfo, ver. 6 . where the 

LXX. have again the fame word that is ufed by our author. Compare ifa. xiv. 25. And re¬ 
markable to our purpofe is that paffage concerning the little horn, that is Antiochus Epiphanes 
as is generally thought, Dan . viii. 10. It waxed great , even to the hofi of heaven, and it cajl 
down feme of the hofi, and of the fiats to the ground , and ftamped upon them. And this, rage 
cf apoftates againft the Son of God will be anfwerable to the account given of them, before, 
Heb . vi. 6. They crucify to themfelves the Son of Cod afrejb. ’Tis eafy to underftand how apo¬ 
ftates are guilty both of fuch contempt of Chrift, and rage againft him, fince they make a jeft 
ofthehiftory of him, and particularly his fufferings, and infult him as animpoftor, and a vile 
malefactor who fuffer’d no more than he deferved. But the purfuing that matter, is not pro¬ 
per in thefe papers ; and therefore the reader is refer’d to practical writers for it. 

(») Ktf/ 70 etiptet TVf S'tet${\KV \4 Kotvbv nywrcLfJLevof, iv £ Yiyt<t&r\. And hath counted the 
Hood of the covenant wherewith he was fanBtfiedy an unholy thing.'] The blood of the covenant 
undoubtedly fignifies the blood of Chrift, which is called the blood of the everlafiing covenant,. 
Chap, xiii. 20. And accordingly in the Lord’s fupper concerning the cup , cis faid, This is my 
blood of the new covenant , Mat. xxvi. 28. Mark xiv. 24. which St. Paul thus exprefles, This 
cup is the new covenant in my bloody 1 Cor. xi. 25. Compare Lukexxi. 20. When ’cis faid, the 
apoflate counts,this blood an unholy or common thing, the meaning is, that he puts no difference 
between it and the^common blood of men* but treats the Son of God as though his death was 
no more than that of an ordinary malefactor ; and this is the meaning of that expreflion con¬ 
cerning unworthy receivers of the Lord’s fupper, that they difeern not the Lords body y 1 Cor . 
xi. 29. that they put no difference between that fign and memorial of our Lord’s Body and 
common bread. The only doubt that can remain is concerning thofe. words, b a nytd&tiy 
wherewith he was fanBified. Now the doubt here may be either,, i. Whether thefe words, 
belong to the Text. They may feem to ftand a little-out of their natural order ; and befides 
both the Alex, copy, and Chryfofiom leave them out. However, there being fuch a general 
confent otherways in.owning them, and the trajedion fuch as is eafy, I ftiould by no means 
advife. the omitting them.. And therefore the other doubt is, 2. How the words are to be 
underftood, fuppofingthem.to be genuin. Some learned writers think we ought to take them 
thus, Hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith fo[that is Chrift] was fanBifiedy as an un¬ 
holy thing • They apprehend the word here is ufed in the fame fenfe as John xvii. 19. For their 
fakes ifanftify myfelf. But if we compare the other pafthges in this epiftle wherein this term 
£9 ufed, we fhall find that it relates-wholly to the effett of the facrifice upon the perfons for. 
whom it was offered, and not to its effed upon the facrifice, or the facrificer. It feems there¬ 
fore moft probable that our author here fhows the aggravation of the guile of apoftates from 
the horrid ingratitude and bafenefs wherewith they were chargeable ; that- they vilified that 
precious blood of Chrift, whereby they had themfelves been fanftified and admitted into the. 
aavtaant* and taken to be God’s people, diftinguifhed froav the reft of the world. 
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blood of Chrift, which is the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was fan&ified and 
admitted into the body of God’s covenant 
people, to be but the common blood of an 
ordinary malefactor ( u ), and reproaches 

that 

NOTES. 


(w) KctL 
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hath done defpite unto the that Spirit which God has gracioufly given 
30 °him r th« hath'faid* us to afford us the fulleft evidence of the gof- 

Vengeanc e belongeth unto pel (jW) ? For We know Who has told US, 30. 

“ e V \ w ' n recompenfe, y en p canC e belongeth unto me. I will recom - 
gain. The Lord (hail judge penfe 3 fattb tbe Lord (x). And again. The 

Lord 

NOTES. 


(<u>) Kdi to 'TViv^tt f yet e/I & ivv€eitct(> And hath done defpite unto the Spirit of grace.] 
The hopelefs cafe of the fame fort of finners is fee out Chap . vi. 4—6. where we have fome 
exprefTions which deferve to be compared with what is here faid. And doubtlefs a refpeft 
is had in both places, to the extraordinary operations of the holy Spirit , by which the 
ftrongeft confirmation was given of the truth of the gofpel to the world, and more efpecially 
to thole who had themfelves been made partakers of thele miraculous gifts of the Spirit. They 
therefore, who having received them, did afterwards renounce chrillianity, mull be under- 
lleod to give up this evidence, and to attribute thefe extraordinary operations to fome other 
caufe, as the Scribes and Pharifees did during our Saviours life, who attributed them to Beet- 
zehub y the prince of devils ; than which, what greater injury, reproach, or defpite could 
be offer’d to the holy Spirit, or to God, who freely and gracioufly gave this Spirit, which 
upon that account is called the Spirit of Grace ? 

30 (*) Or UTroifld.* E fxot £ \y£ dVratTro/aVa, RtyH KveiQ-* For 
we knew him that hath faid y Vengeance belongeth unto me y faith the Lord.] Several things need 
to be confidered in this citation from Deut. xxxii. 35. 


1. The manner in which it is introduced, For we know him that hath faid y which a learned 
commentator interprets to be Mofes . And indeed, confidering that claufe that is added, faith 
the Lordy that interpretation feems not to be much amifs. This in fenfe will agree very well 
with the reading of St. ChrifoJlom y who brings in the pafTuge only thus, Viygp'TTcu y£ r For 
it is written. Bat therein he is fingular : and ’tis not unlikely that this was an overfight 
in him, that might be occafioned by his comparing the place with Rom. xiu 19- where the 
fame paflage is in that manner alleged. For *tis wrjtten y Vengeance belongeth to me y &c. rather 
than chat it was owing to any real difference he found in the copy he ufed. 

2. Another thing to be obferved, isj chat thofe words, A kye* faith the Lordy are 

wanting in the Vulg. Syr. JEthiop . and Copt, verfions, and in both the Greek and Latin in the 
Clermouty and in the Latin (and Dr. Mills thinks in the Greek alfo) St. Germains copy. It 
muft be farther own’d that they don’t appear either in the Hebrew or Greek in the verfc in 
Deut. here cited. However, I can’t eafily aftent to thofe who are for leaving them out in 
this place. My reafon is, bccaufe we meet with them in the citation of the fame paffage, 
Rom. xii. 19. where the genuinenefs of them is not in the leaft contefted. Nor is there any 
thing unfair in inferting thefe words in the citation from the context, it being manifeft thac 
the Lord h there the fpeakcr, and the words are his, which is really exprefs’d, vcr. 19, 20. 
where Mofes pafles from fpeaking of the Lord in the third perfon, and brinos him in fpeaking 
of himfelf in the firft perfon : where obferve the tranfition. And when tte Lor d faw it s he 
abherred them y becaufe of the provoking of bis fons and his daughters. And he faid, I will hide 
my face from them , &c. This is not unufual in citing authors, as fuppofe any part of a fpcech 
which they have recorded, to add, tc The words were fpoken by fuch a per foil.” This ren¬ 
ders the paffage alleged more eafy and plain, I have obferved two inftances of this nature, 
and ’tis likely there may be fevtral more, in St. Paufs writings, which, in fbmc meafurc, 
confirm me in my opinion of his being the author of this epiftle to the Hebrews , fince we hern 
find the fame thing* in this place. The fir ft of thefe h Rom. xiv. 11. For y tis written^ As I 

live , 
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;i. Lord Jhalljudee his people (y\ And con- i> <• ; 

fidenng that he is the God who lives for ever, 5 
and has always an almighty power, it muft 

ap- 

NOT E S. 

live, SAIT II TIIE LORD , every knee paU bow to me, and every tongue paU confefs to God, 
Buc thofe words, faith the Lord , are neither in the Hebrew nor the LXX. Ifa . xlv. z 3. whence 
the citation is taken. The other inftance is, z Cor.v i. 17. Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye feparate , S A ITH THE I. O R D, and touch not the unclean thing. Which is taken 
from Ifa . lii. 11. where neither the Hebrew nor the Greek read thofe words, faith tie Lord. 

3. It may be thought yet more material to confider how the words are here fet down, Ven¬ 
geance is mine , I wiU recompenfe. Our author comes nearer to the Hebrew dVuk op: •h 
which we render, To me belongeth vengeance , and recompence, than to the LXX. which thus 
tranflates it, Er rifj.kgcr, kx,S't>iH<r$w d,v\&'7roS'co<rco % In the day of vengeance I will recompenfe . 
But in one thing they, St. Paul, Rom, xii. 19. and our author all agree, viz. in making 

to be a verb and not a jioun, and fo render it cti ^o.'ttoS'cujco, I will recompenfe , as does alio the 
Vulg. Mea eft ultio , O’ ego retribuam eis. And St. ferom cites the place thus. Comm. in Ezek. 
xxv, 15. Cumq ; Dominus dicat, Mihi vindiciam, 0 J* ego retribuam. Farther neither does our 
author, nor St. Paul acknowledge the and, which (hould anfwer to the Hebrew y And fince 
the Vulg. in rendring both places where ’tis cited leave it out, it feems not improbable that 
their true ancient verfion of Deut. did exactly agree with what we find in the epiitles, and that 
it flood thus, Mihi virdi&am, ego retribuam. As to the firfl part Sc. yerom feems to vouch for 
it, and as to the leaving out let the authorities alleged be duly weighed againft his and the 
Syr. which owns it in this place, but rather paraphrates than tranflates Rom. xii. 19. The 
queftion now is, how to make the Hebrew in Deut . and in the Greek , in the two citations 
agree. Now ’tis plain that is the third and not the firfl perlon, and therefore if we re¬ 
tain the ] it (hould be read, but that alteration does not fo well comport with the 

place : for befide that it retains the copulative which in the two epiftles is left out, ’ti$ it felf coo 
great, provided we can do as well with a lefs. What I would therefore offer is, that we 
(hould read in the Hebrew oVttfx. as in ver. 40. which makes the Hebrew exa&ly agree with 

■ • mm • . 

the Greek citations. Nor is the change hard to be fuppofed, if we imagine the middle flreke 
of the fct to remain tolerably plain while the two fide (trokes were obliterated. I am the more 
confirm’d in this, becaufe if we take the word to be a noun, and read according to the pre- 
fent punduation that muft be as far as I can remember ctVat£ K&yofAfJOV, and to be on- 

ly found in this place. Is it not therefore much more probable that St. Paul , and our author 
(if he was not St. Paul) read the Hebrew as I have conjedured ? 

4. It may be farther inquired how this paflage is applied here to thofe who profefs’d them- 
felves chriftians, fince in Deut . it evidently relates to the idolatrous Gentile adverfaries of 
ifrael. But the anfwer to that is ealy. For befide that fuch as apoftatized from the chriftian 
religion, declared themfclves to be avowed enemies to the inftitutions of God by Jefus Chrift, 
which were much more facred and important than thofe by Mofes : I fay, befide that, the af¬ 
fection that. Vengeance belongeth to God, he will recompenfe, is to be confider’d as a general maxim; 
and therefore equally applicable in all cafes wherein vengeance and a penal recompenfe is due. 

(y ) Kati KdLhtv, Keim t hetov dvr*. And again , The Lord paU judge his people.'] 

This paflage may betaken either from Pfal. cxxxv. 14. or from Deut. xxxii. 6. for in both pla¬ 
ces we have exadly the fame words. If vve fuppofe the latter of thefe cited, the reafon why he 
reprefents it as a diftind citation by faying, And again, though it is in the very next verfe to 

I that 
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•f the living God. appear to be much more dreadful to incur his 

vengeance than any punilhments which men 

can 


NOTES. 


that before cited, the reafon, I fay, is becaufe he had left out the feveral claufes in the latter 
part of ver. 35. and fo the two patfages are not immediately joined together. 

But then it will be objefted, that the words as they are in Deut. are not to our author’s pur- 
pofe. For ’tis manifeft that the judging here fignifies pumping, whereas in Deut. it may feem 
to mean the pleading the caufe of his people, and taking vengeance on their enemies for op¬ 
prefling them. 

In anfwer to this it muft be owned, that the paflage in Deut . might at the firft curfory read¬ 
ing feem naturally to admit this interpretation. For the Lord pall judge his people, and repent 
himfelf for his fervants, when he feeth that their power is gene , and there is none put up , or left . 
And if his repenting himfelf for his fervants were neceflarily excgctical of his judging his people, 
I don’t fee how the objection. could be removed. But there is no needliu'y at all fo to un¬ 
derhand the words. There feem rather to be two diftintt things fpok.cn of in that place. 
(1.) That God will judge, that is, punip, his own people. And this is firft mentioned, as 
*tis common for God firft to deal with his own people ; and judgment ufes to begin at the 
houfe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. And that, (1.) He will then repent himfelf for his fervants . That 
is, when by reafon of the power and rage of their enemies they are brought very low, and 
thereupon repent, he will repent himfelf for them and deliver them. This appears to be the 
cafe there put, from thofe words, When he feeth that their power is goncy and there is none put 
u h or lefty which plainly fuppofes them to be forely chaAifed and punifh’d by God before he 
repents for them. Here is then God’s judging his people by delivering them for their 
fins into their enemies hands; and then as a diftinft thing his recovering and delivering 
them out of their enemies hands, and taking vengeance on thofe enemies. This is 
much confirmed by the following verfes down to ver. 43. And fhould we tranllate the firft 
claufes, T HOUG H the Lord will judge his people, TET will he repent himfelf for his fervants , 
as '3 and are frequently fo ufed, this interpretation of the paflages would be Aill more clear. 
1 forefee two objections that will yet be made againA this account, 

1. It will be faid, that this may feem to abate the terriblencfs of God’s judgments, which 
our author delign’d to difplay in the moll lively manner. For this reprefents hun as punifhing 
indeed, but as afterwards repenting and removing the punifhmcnt. But it muA be here con- 
fider’d that the judgment is fit forth as moA fevere, as deltroying utterly the far greateA part of 
his people, who dying in their fins could have no benefit by God’s afterwards repenting for 
h s fervants, who are confider’d as only a fmall remnant of the great body, and who at lait by 
God’s tremendous judgments were brought to repentance. And befides this, our author had 
by his difeourfe before cut off all incouragement from apoAates by fhovving their cafe to be paft 
remedy, and that there was no hope of their repentance. 

z. It may be thought that God’s judging his people in this fenfe could fignify nothing 1 with 
regard to apoAates, who by renouncing their holy religion ceafed any longer to be his people. 
But this objection will vanifh when we remember to whom the epiftle is directed. The yews 
could not perfuade themfelves that the relation between Gcd and them fhould ever ceafe : and 
the Jewip converts to chriftianity, when they relapfed to yudaifm , did it becaufe they 
thought by that courfe they conformed to the Mofaick covenant, whereby God was ingaged to 
be their God and to take them for his people : So that nothing could be more proper than to 
argue with them according to their own fuppofltion, and to mind them of the tremendous 
judgments which God executes upon his own people for their fins. 


31 (O 



TEXT. 


184 . 

Chap.X. 


HEBREWS. 


But call to remembrance 32. 
the former days, in which 
after ye were illuminated, 
ye endured a great fight of 
afflictions: Partly whilft ye 33 
were made a gazing flock, 
both by reproaches and 
afflictions \ and partly 
whilft ye became compani¬ 
ons of them that were fo 
ufed. For ye had compaf- 34 
lion of me in my bonds, and 
took joyfully the fpoiling 


TARATHRASE. 

32. can inflift ( s ). But befide the tremendous 
judgments of God, I may prefs my exhortati¬ 
on upon you by your own example. Re¬ 
member then the former times, in which after 
you were inlighten’d in the chriftian faith 
(a ), ye indured a great combate ( b ) of fuf- 

33. ferings 5 partly whilft you were expofed as 
upon a theatre (c), by reproaches and affli¬ 
ctions, and partly whilft ye were made parta¬ 
kers with thofe who lived under fuch hard- 

34 * fhips. For ye fympathized with thofe who 
were in bonds ( a ), and joyfully fufferd the 

lofs 

NOTES . 

31 ( z ) * Tis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God .] To fall into the hands 
of God imports the being punifhed more immediately by him. z Sam. xxiv. 14. 1 Chrort. 
xxi. 13. though in thofe places God is fpoken of as a God gracioufly correcting, whereas here 
he is confider’d as a righteous and angry judge taking vengeance on his adverfaries. And his 
being the living God , or the God who lives and can take vengeance for ever, may juftly add 
to the confideration of the terriblenefs of his vengeance. See Matth. x. 28. It teems to me 
that this verfe refers to the juft punifhments inflicted by men for the breach of the law of Mofes , 
and to the unrighteous perfections chriftians indured from their enemies, and that our author 
intended to put them in mind that the divine vengeance was incomparably more terrible than 
both. 

31 {a) Illuminated .] See Chap. vi. 4. note (/). 

• ( b ) Uokkm ctdA tuny. A great fight.'] ’Tis the note of Chryfofiom upon this, Ouk btts 
*bt ctAAcfc stdA tuny, G7T£f i^iv ovof/.cL, i'Tetivw payi^uty. He does not 

w fay trials , but a combate , which is a word that denotes great praife and commendation.** 
And TheophylaH fays, <c That by this term he declared their courage and bravery.” And 
doubtlefs when he was incouraging them to hold out by their own example, it was very pro¬ 
per for him to choofe a word that carried in it praife and commendation. 

33(c) ©sat 7 et£ 6 /uVoi. Made a gazing flock,] Compare 1 Cor. iv. 9. 

34 ( d ) Krti $ t olt ft* fvvt'TTdfiwcLlt, For ye had companion of me in my bonds.] 

Were it certain that this is the true reading of the place, there would be little room left to 
doubt of the epiftle*s being written bjj St, Paul. But the Alex. and other MSS. of the beft note 
read here JW/uio/f inftead of JW/zoif And the fame is confirmed by ancient verfions, 
Vulg. Syr. and Copt. and by Chryfofiom and Theophylaft. The paraphrafe therefore follows that 
reading. Compare Chap. xiii. 3. Further it may be here obterved, that our author having 
mentioned two things, ver. 33. to fet forth the fufferings of the Hebrews , he here proceeds in 
this verfe to give a proof of both, but does not proceed in the order wherein he had before 
placed them: the firft claufe of ver. 34. their fympathizing with thofe in bonds relating to the 
latter in ver. 33. their being partakers with them who were thus treated: and in like manner 
the laft claufe of ver, 34, is a proof of the firft in ver , 3 3. 




TEXT. 


HEBREWS. 

PARAPHRASE. 


185 

Chap. X. 


of your goods, knowing in lofs *of your earthly fubftance, being per- 
heaven a better and an en- fraded that you have in heaven ( ^ ) 1 * » 1 »■ 

during fubftance. 

NOTES. 

( f ) V/varKoplst ^ Kfeirlova onaftiv £ /uV»^* Knowing in 

your felves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring fubftance .] The paronomafta in 
VTetfX^ 6>lf an ^ ^ eems very like St, Paul s way of writing. There is a confiderablo 

difficulty in fettling the true reading, and fo the exaft fenfe of this pafTage. Our tranflation, 
by an unufual trajeftion joins the cv iav]o 7 c with ytvvntovlic, Knowing in your felves : ani 
yet that feeras preferable to the rendring of others, Knowing that you have in your felves a bet - 
ter fubftance in heaven. It founds ftrangely that he fhould fay in the fame fentence, that they 
had it in tkemfelves y and that they had it in heaven . And if neither of thefe interpretations- 
are agreeable, there will be a neceftity to have recourfe to fome different reading. 
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T AKE care that you don’t refufe or dif- 
obey {a) him that fpeaketh ( b): for 
if they did not efcape the divine vengeance 
and difpleafure, who refufed to obey God.af* 
ter he had fpoken to them on earth at mount- 
Sinai, much more {hall not we efcape, if we 
negleiSt or contemn him, now he fpeaketh to 
• us from heaven ( c ): Whofe voice then 

caufed 


o EE char ye refufe not z { 
^ him that fpeaketh : For 
itthey efcaped not who re¬ 
fufed him that fpake on 
earth, much more (ball not 
we efcapt, if we turn away 
frorti him that fpeaketh from 
heaven : Whofe voice then z& 


NOTE S. 

( a ) Mw r \cthw 1 d. Te‘refufe not him that fpeaketh.'] Some feem in¬ 

clined to fetch the fenfe from ver. 19. where our author ufes the fame verb. Which 'voice they 
that heardy intreated wafHTncetpro that the word JbouJd not be fpoken to them any more . Accord¬ 
ing to which interpretation the fenfe would be this, c< See that you don’t deprecate God’a 
<c fpeaking to you, as the Jfraelites did of old, who when God fpake to them in a terrible 
<c manner at mount Sinat y faid unto Mofes , Speak thou with us y and we wiU heat: but Jet not 
* God fpeak M with us left we die , Exod. xx. 19. Compare Deut.v. 2.5. xviii. 16.” But our 
own tranflatkm feems here preferable* For as our rendring perfectly fuits the fenfe of the 
word, fo we feem to be directed to it by the laft claufe of the verfe, where the turning away 
from him that fpeaketh feems to be equivalent to refufing him that fpeaketh , and to be ufed as 
explicatory of it. 

( h ) Him that fpeaketh .] A queflion is moved by fome, who the perfon is who is here re¬ 
ferred to as fpeaking. Some think hereby is meant Chrift : I think on the other hand God the 
Father is hereby defigned. It is manifeft from ver . t6 . that the perfon fpeaking is he whofe 
voice y at mount Sinai 3 Jhook the earthy and who had promifed by the prophet Haggai , Tet once 
enore 3 I (hake not the earth only 3 but alfo heaven. Now if we confult that prophet. Chap. ii. 6, 7. 
we can’t reafonably doubt that God the Father is the perfon who there makes the promife.. 
For not to infift upon his being called over and over the Lord of hofis y which title appears to 
me peculiar to the Father; he that fpeaketh there is he who promifes that the defire of all nati¬ 
ons fiould come : and I fuppofe all will grant that according to the flile of the old teflamenr, 
the Father is the perfon who promifes his people that Chrift fhould come. 

(c) Fay a .? iK&POS vK tQvyoVj r c m $ ytit ‘ZsfgjtiTtuT&fjLcyoi ^nuetTi^orTcty vroWa 
hov 01 t tLif ^rfepo^^t/o/. For if they efeaped not who refufed him that fpake 

on earthy much more fiall not we efcape 3 if we turn away from him that fpeaketh from heaven.] 

As 
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As the expreflion in the Creek is elliptical, I don’t fee how the etlipjis can be better fupplied 
than ’cis by our tranflators. Farther, the word and its conjugates, always in the 

old and new teftament (ignify divine oracles or admonitions. See Dr. Whitby upon the place. 
Now though it may import a perfbn’s delivering fuch oracles from God ; and therefore fome 
have taken the expreflion, him that fpake on earth to be a peripbrafis for Mofes, as they take al¬ 
io the latter, him that Jpeaketh from heaven, to be a peripbrafis of Chrift; yet our author’s 
words hardly feem capable of this interpretation. For then the next words mull import, that 
it was Mofes's voice which thenJbook the earth , which has not the leaft Foundation in the hiftory 
of God’s giving the law at mount Sinai r nor does it well accord with what is juft before menti¬ 
oned here in the context, ver. 19. where he fays chriftians were not come to the voice of words, 

«which they that beard intreated that the word fiould not be fpoken to them any more, which could 
not be the voice of the words of Mofes ; for they deflred chat Mofes might fpeak to them, and 
only deprecated God’s [peaking to them, left they Ihould die, Exod. xx. 1 9. And beftdes, our 
author brings iu Mofes himfelf as exceedingly quaking and trembling , ver. 21. which he would 
not have done, if his own voice had caufed thofc terrible figns. It feems therefore evident, 
that he who fpake on earth is God the Father, the fame with him whole voice then lhook the 
earth, and who procnifed to {hake not only the earth but the heavens ftlfo. 

The queftion then is, how we are to account for the argument here ufed, if we underftand 
God the Father to be the fpeaker in both cafes. And *tis evident that the ftrefs of the argu¬ 
ment lies in the different manner of his (peaking, his fpeaking on earth, and his fpeaking froth 
heaven . Now here his fpeaking on earth feems to intend his (peaking not barely upon the 
earth, but his fpeaking in a way that was agreeable thereto, accompanied with earthly figns 
and wonders, fire, thunders, lightnings, a (bund of a trumpet, an audible voice, and the (ba¬ 
king of the earth : and the fpeaking from heaven may import his (peaking to us by his Son who 
came down from heaven* and foitably to the place from whence he came declared heavenly 
things, John iii. 12, 31, 3 2. Or rather I am inclined to explain this-by his fpeaking to us by 
his holy Spirit, according to that 1 Pet. i. 11. Unto ns they did minifier the things which are now 
reported unto you, by them who have preached the gojpel unto you , with the Holy Ghoft fent down 
from heaven. And the force of the argument lies in this, that this difpenfation is much more 
glorious in its nature, than that of the law, and conlequencly the (in of defpifing it, and the 
punifhment that will follow it, muft be greater alfo. St. Paul will bear me out.in making 
fuch a difference between the giving of the law and the giving of the Spirit, 1 Ccr. iii. 6 — <-iT. 
God hath made us able mintflers of the new teftament, not of the lei ter, but of the Spirit : for the 
letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. But if the miniftration of death written and ingr avert in 
fanes, was glorious, fo that the children o/Iffael could not ftedfaftly behold the face of Mofes for 
the glory of his countenance, which glory was to be done away \ how fbaU not the miniftration of 
the Spirit be rather glorious ? Fur if the miniftration of condemnation be glory, much more doth 
the miniftration of righteoufnds exceed in glory. JR>r even that which was made glorious, had 
no glory in this refpelf, by reafon of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away 
was glorious, much mere that which remaineth is glorious. If by the Spirit' we here under- 
ftand with Mr. Locke Chrift, it will then make no confiderable difference as to the purpofe for 
which this text is alleg’d. Only we (hould then rather fix upon the firft fenfe, and fuppofe 
that our author means not his (peaking by his Spirit (ent down from heaven, but that he fpeaks 
to us by Chrift, or as he exprefles himfelf, Chap. i. a. He hath fpoken to ass in thefe laft days by his 
Son. Either way the reasoning of our author appears to be juft. And if inllead of rendring 
if we turn away, we (hould render it if we defpife , as Budaus Comm. G. L. 
(hows it has that fenfe, it might add (bmewhat to the force of the argument: but there being 
Rood authority for our own tranflation, I don’t infift upon it; nor is there any uecd I (hould, 
{incc the argument will do without it. 
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caufed a proper fhaking of the earth at mount { hoo i k the earth: but now 

. , 7 r t r t D , t i . he hath promifed, laying, 

Sinai ( a) : but lince that by the prophet Yet once more I (hake not 
JJaggai he hath promifed another kind of the earth only, but alfo hea- 

fhaking which takes place under the prefent 
difpenfation ( e ), which promife is contained 
in thofe words, Yet once more I fhakc not 
the earth only (f), but alfo heaven (g). 

And 


NOTES. 

26 (d) See Exod. xix. 18. yudg. v. 4. Pfal. lxviii. 7, 8- 

( e ) Nvv q. But now.'] As the Tore then refers to the time of giving the law at mount 
Sinai , and the 1 >vv q but now a Hands in oppolition to it, I think it mud be underftood in this 
fcnle, and but now is as much as but concerning the prefent difpenfation . 

(/) There is a paronomajia in our author’s ufe of the phrafe of Ihaking the earth, compared 
with the prophet’s : for he ules it himfelf properly, but cites the prophet as ufing it metaphori¬ 
cally. This is very agreeable to St, Poufs lliie. 

( g ) I have already had occafion to fay fomewhat concerning our author’s dilcourfe in this 
place, in explaining chap, i. 10 —12, See note (z ). But it feems neceflary here more ful¬ 
ly to confider it. This I lhall do under the three following heads, 1.) The manner in which 
the paflage is cited. 1.) The explication given of it. 3.) The vindication of our author in 
that explication. 

1.) As to the manner in which our author fets down the words of the prophet. Now here 
it will be proper to fet down the words of the prophet, that the reader may compare them 
with the citation. Thus then they ftand, Hag . ii. 6, 7. For thus faith the Lord of hofls, Tet 
once, it is a Utile while , and I will flake the heavens and the earthy and the fea, and the dry 
land ; and I will flake all nations . Our author in citing the prophet has made fome variation, 
but ’tis only fuch as is common in all writers ; and therefore he cannot be liable to any cenfure 
upon that account. Thus he has left out, It is a little while , becaufe, as I apprehend, the 
mention of it was not much to his purpofe. He defign’d to fpeak of this as now put in execu¬ 
tion, and io he brings the matter dofer upon the Hebrews , though otherwife the paflage might 
lerve to fhow that the thing promifed could not be fuppoled vaftly remote from the prophet’s 
time. I am fenflble that this claufe is^ omitted by the LXX. which I am apt to attribute 
either to their own, or their tranferiber’s carelefneis, or elfe to the officioufnels of lome chri- 
flians, who indeavoured to accommodate that tranflation to our author’s citation. For it feems 
highly improbable that if the claufe did not originally belong to the text, the yews would have 
inferted it in their Hebrew copies, fince it makes lo much againft them. 

Again, in the citation is left out, that God would fhake the fea and the dry land, and that 
he wouldJhake all nations . I hinted in the note before referr’d to, a realbn why he may be 
thought to omit the mention of the fea and of the dry land , as fignifying rather the people go¬ 
verned than the governors, the change of the latter being what he defigned chiefly to incul¬ 
cate, and the lame rnay be the realbn why he omits to mention his flaking all nations . 

Finally, inflead of fetting down the words of the prophet, 1 will flake the heavens and the 
earth, he fays God had promifed, faying , 1 flake not the earth only, but alfo heaven. Now as 
God by the prophet promifts both, no fault can be found with our author, that by this man- 
iier of citing the words he lays a V?ery particular emphafls upon that part of the citation, which 
was moll to his purpofe, and upon which his argument is founded. 
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1.) As to the fenfe in which our author explains this promifc, I think it is manifeftly this ; . 
That God would fhake, diflblve and put an end to earthly and heavenly authorities or king- 
<e doms, and fet up himfelf a kingdom under the Mefliah, that fhould prevail againft all 
others, and fhould not be abofifhed, but continue to the end of the world. 0 He ihows this 
to be the fenfe of the place, when he immediately adds, according to our tranflation, And this 
word. Yet once more fignifieth the removing of thofe things that are flaken, as of things that are 
made, that thofe things •which cannot be Jbaken may remain . Now what thofe things are which 
cannot be (baken he (hows plainly in the next words. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be moved . And what kingdom can that be which chriftians receive, but the kingdom 
of the Mefliah ? And if this kingdom that cannot be fhaken, is fet up upon the fhaking of the 
things that are made, that is the heavens and the carch, muft not the heavens and the earth 
fignify fome kingdoms that are removed or put down ? And fince our author fo exprefly di- 
ftinguifhes the heavens and the earth in this cafe, and by his manner of expreflion {hows chat 
the heavens were confidered as much greater than the earth, if by the earth he means earthly 
rulers, he muft by the heavens mean fome fuperior, that is angelical rulers. The reader will 
confider whether thefe things don’t much ftrengthen the interpretation given of Chap, i • 

10— I1 * 

3.J Let us now examine whether the interpretation of this place given by our author, does 
not appear to be agreeable to the original defign of the prophecy. Now here let it be con- 
fider’d, 

1. That the prophet himfelf has explained the flaking of the heavens and the earth, by the 
overthrowing and defiroyirg kingdoms, and therefore hasfo far juftified our author. This feems 
plain enough by ver. 11, zz. of the fame chapter. Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah, fay¬ 
ing, J will ftiake heavens and the earth, and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and 
I will dcftroy the firength of the kingdoms of the heathen, and I will overthrow the chariots and 
thofe that ride in them , and the horfis and their riders JbaU come down, every one by the /word of 
his brother. 

z. We have good reafbn from the prophet likewife to judge that this fhaking was to be at 
the fetting up God’s kingdom under the Mefliah, becaufe the prophet there fo plainly mentions 
him OW /D man which we have rend red, And the defire of all nations fbaU 
come , which feems to me a hard conftrudion. The eafiell feems to be this. And they [the na¬ 
tions] JbaU come to the define of all nations : where nothing is fupplied but 7X or or fome 
like particle, the omiflion of which is not unufual after the word fciQ* See Gen. xiii. 10* 
xxxiii. 18. xlv. z 5. According to either of thefe two rendrings, the Meiliah is fpoken of under 
that charafter of the defire of all nations , and fo either of them will confirm our author’s inter¬ 
pretation. And the order in which this claufe ftands in the prophecy will fhow that it cannot 
be meant of our Saviour’s incarnation, that being previous to the fhaking of the heavens and the 
earth, whereas this coming is fubfequent upon it. But if we follow the tranflation of the LXX, 
who ieem to have read in the copies they ufed nVtOn inftead of JVttjn anc * therefore rendred 

Kati Ts l ct&teitjx '&d,i?\oov IQyay. The eleB 

Mefflah is not there called the defire of all nations : 

thor, fince the coming in of the Gentiles muft be upon the fetting up the kingdom under the 
Meffiah. 

There is an objection againft this interpretation which to fome may appear plaufible, and 
therefore ought to be confider’d. And I fhall the rather fpeak to it becaufe it will lead me to 
explain fome parts of that prophecy which I have long thought to be mifunderflood by com¬ 
mentators. 

The objedion is taken from the laft verfe of the prophecy, In that day, faith the Lord of 
lofis, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel my fervant , the fin of Shealtie), faith the Lord, and will 
make thee as a fignet : for I have chofin thee, faith the Lord ofhofis . And that I may not con¬ 
ceal any thing of the ftrength of the objedion ; ’tis to be obferved that this relates to the very 
fame time fpoken of ver. 6,7. as appears by ver. it. where we have the expreflion over 
again, I will flaks the heavens and the earth. Now the flaking promifed, ver,. 2, 1. cannot be 

diffe- 


of aU nations fbaU come \ it is true then the 
but even that rendring will iuftify our au- 
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different from that ver, 6, becaufe then there would be two fuch fhakings, whereas wr. 6 , - 
afliires us there was to be but one. Since therefore in that day God would take zerubbahel and. 
make him as a fignet, it may be argued that this finking was to happen in his time, and confe- 
quently could not be at the fetting up God’s kingdom under the Meifiah. Whence fome would 
willingly interpret this by what happened under the kings of Perfia ; and interpreters have 
put themfelves to much trouble to devife how what was promifed to Zerubbahel was accotn- 
plifhed in his time. It feems not difficult to give a full anfwer to this objection. Let it there¬ 
fore be obferved that the prophet Haggai was fent to incourage Zerubbahel in building the houfe 
of the Lord, or the temple at Jerufalem ; and that in order hereunto he infills upon three things. 

i. That however mean and contemptible the houfe of the Lord might feem to them in its 
prefent condition, yet he had rclolvcd to make it more glorious than ever it was before. To 
this purpofe he alleges what has been before confidered, I wilt fiake all nations y and the dejire 
of all nations fiall come ; and then adds, And I will Jill this houfe with glory , faith the Lord of 
hofis . This is generally underftood as though the Mefiiah fhould come while the fecond tem¬ 
ple continued, and that his prefence in it in the days of his flefh fhould be a greater glory to 
the fecond temple than any that ever belonged to the firfr. But this interpretation may well 
be conteHed. For in fa<H the thing is not true. Our Saviour did not come while the fecond 
temple was Handing; the temple in his time being really the third which was built by king 
Herod , who took up the very foundations of the fecond temple, and erefted another in the 
Head of it, not only of a greater height, but of a larger circumference, as we are aflured by 
yofephus, Anciq. lib. xv. c. 14. It is indeed pleaded that the Jews called this the fecond tem¬ 
ple, which they feem to have done upon this account, that the temple built by Zerubbahel was • 
not defiroyed in a hoHile manner, but was in a friendly way taken down by Herody to be re¬ 
built with more Hate and magnificence : and therefore as they fpeak only of ^two deHruftions, 
fb they fpeak only of two temples, and confider Herd's temple, which was really a third, as 
only a continuation of the fecond temple which was built by ZerulbabeL But thefe little, 
quirks and fetches of the Jews may eafily miflead us, if we follow them in expounding the pro¬ 
phecies. Nor is that of more Hrength which has been urged by many both formerly and of 
late, that the prophet fpeaks of it under fuch a title, calling it This houfe, as though that mult 
of neceflity denote the Hrufture raifed by Zerulbabely whereas it appears from the prophecy it 
felf,. that that means no more than the houfe or temple built in this place. Hence when the 
prophet fpeaks of the HrH temple which had fo many years before been utterly dehroyed by 
the Babylonians y he calls it neverthelefs this houfe , Chap. ii. 3. Wboss there among you that faw 
THISHOUsi in her firfiglory ? nay, when there was nothing in the place but rubbifh and 
a ruinous heap, before the fecond temple %vas begun to be built, it is fpoken of in the like 
terms, Chap, i. 4. Is it time for you y Oye> to dwell in your deled houfeSy and THIS HOUSE lie- 
wafie \ and therefore this houfe is explained, Chap, ii. 9. as importing this place. 

There is yet another thing that makes me not fo readily fall in with the common interpreta¬ 
tion ; and that is, that however I do moH readily allow the prefence of our Saviour to have 
been a vafily greater glory than any that belonged to the HrH temple; yet that feems nor to 
me to be the glory to which the prophet refers. Nay* the words are placed in fuch an order 
as does in a manner conflrain us to underHand them of an outward fplendor and glory. 
Obferve how he proceeds in his difeourfe. I will Jill this houfe with glory, faith the Lord 
ef hofis. The filver is mine , and the gold is mine, faith the Lord of hdfis. The glory of 
this latter houfe fiall be greater than of the former , faith the Lord of hofis ^ and in this ■ 
place will I give peace , faith the Lord of hofis. To what purpofe can we imagine he mentions 
the filver and the gold' s being his, if it was not to fignify that as thefe things were at his difpo- 
fal, he could never be at a lofs for them, and would moH certainly take care that this houfe 
fhould be filled with a glory and fplendor that fhould refult from them ? and when after his - 
mentioning the filver and the gold y he. immediately returns to (peak of the glory of this houfe,. 
does not this lead us ro interpret this glory as meaning fueh an outward fplendor and glory ? 
If any one thinks this too mean a thing to be mentioned upon fuch an occafion, let him com- 
fart, if a* 1 *. 13. The glory of Lebanon fiall some unto thee 7 the fir ’tree , tie pine-trety and the box 
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i 7 ven. And this word, Yet And when the prophet ufes this exprefllon, 
once more, iignifieth the Qr et Qnce more ^ he fignifies thereby ( h) the 

change 
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together, to beautify the place of my fanfluary, and 1 will make the place of my feet glorious. 
Interpreters have been much perplexed about thofe words, Haggai ii. 9. The glory of this latter 
houfepall be greater than of the former , and efpecially becaufe Chrift did not come while that 
fecond houfe flood. But they might have made their own interpretation lefs difficult, if they 
had rendred the words as they ought according [to the Hebrew , and as the LXX. have done. 
The latter glory of this houfe pall be greater than the former, [or than its firft glory]. If any ob- 
jeft, that the glory neither of Zerubbabef s nor of Herod 1 s temple was equal to that of Solomons ; 
I have only this to reply, that my account is grounded upon the words of the prophecy it felf, 
and that perhaps the thing is to be explained from fome of the laft chapters in Exafdel. 

z. The next incouragement given to Zerubbabel is, that however God had blafled and fadly 
difappointed them while they had neglefted his houfe, he would now blefs them from this 
time wherein they heartily fet about the building of it, 1 ter. 10—19. which verfas have no' 
difficulty in them. 

5. The laft incouragement is that which more peculiarly concerned Zerubbabel himfelf, and 
is the ground of the objeflion, ver . 2,3, / will take thee , O Zerubbabel —— and will make thee 
as a Jignet: for I have chofen thee. Where Zerubbabel appears to me to be fpoken of perfonal- 
ly and properly, and not myflically or typically. I think therefore that fomewhat is promifed 
to Zerubbabel himfelf^ as ’tis not unufual for God to promife peculiar rewards to thofe whorti 
he imploys, and who are diligent in his fervice. Thus a fpecial promife is made to Ebed-melechy 
Jer. xxxix. 16—18.. And Jepua the high-prieft, Zerubbabef s partner in building the temple, 
is incouraged in the work by a promife like to that before us, Zee. iii. 7, So that in the general 
this may be look'd upon as a promile of a reward made to Zerubbabel himfelf, which reward 
was to be beftowed upon him after his death, and it may be underftood in much the fame man¬ 
ner as that to Daniely Chap. xii. 13. But go thy <way till the end be : for thoupalt refiy and(land 
in thy Jot at the end of the days. And as a Jignet was an ornament men were then fond of, and 
which rauft have been continually remembred by them, lince they wore it upon their breads of 
their arms, Cant. viii. 6. the meaning of the alluflon leems to be this, thac Gcd had a fpecial 
value for him, and would remember to reward him : And lince this was to be in thac day 
when God would fhake the heavens and the earth, it may poflibly mean that he Ihould be one 
of thofe who Ihould then be raifed from the dead, or as though God had fet a feal or mark up¬ 
on him that he Ihould be redeemed from the grave at that time, according to that expreffion, 
Epb. iv. 30. Te are fealed unto the day of redemption. 

17 ( h ) And this wordy yet once more fignifeth .] *Tis the poking of the heavens and the 
earth that properly fignifies the alteration mentioned by our author; and the word, Tet once 
more only imports that there Ihould after the prophet's time be but one more fuch alteration. 
This therefore is the fenfe of his words: <c The (taking here fpoken of betokens a vaft altsra- 
** tion that lhall be made in the things faid to be fhaken : but when he fays, he will (hake 
« them yet once more y he means that he will make but one fuch alteration; and confequently 
“ that the things which fucceed upon that lhaking lhall continue unlhaken, lince luch a fha- 
a king was to be but once after the promife.*’ 

It may here perhaps be objefted, that this interpretation does not accord with hiftory, from 
whence we are to learn the accomplilhment of the prophecy : for the change that was made in 
affairs at the deftru&ion of th ePerJian monarchy, and under the Grecian which came in the room 
of it, and efpecially under Antiochus ; and like wife the change that was after that, when the 
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Chap. XII* 


HEBREWS. 

TARATHRASE TEXT. 



change that fhould once, and but once, be 
made of thofe things that are fhaken ( i ) 3 as 
of things which had been formerly appoint¬ 
ed ( k ) y that fo the things which are not then 
fhaken may remain unchanged ( /). Where¬ 
fore 


removing of thole things 
that are lhaken, as of things 
that are made, that thofe 
things which cannot be Iha- 
kert may remain. Where- a.8 


NOTES. 


Roman empire lucceeded the Grecian , and the 'Jews were fubdued by them, may feem to im~ 
port there were more fuch lhakines chan one between the time of the prophet, and the letting 
up the kingdom under the Meffian. 

It feems to me a fatisfattory anfwer to this objection, that none of thefe alterations come up 
to the words of the prophet. For, i. Here was no fiaking of the heavens, no change of the 
heavenly or angelical governors, they continued princes or prefidents over their refpeftive pro¬ 
vinces as they were before, z. Though there was in thefe indeed a Jbaking of the earth , and a 
change of earthly monarchies and governments ; yet it was not fuch an one as ilfued in the 
coming of the defire of all nations, or in the calling in of the elefr Gentiles . Thefe kingdoms ftood 
as much in oppofition to God, the one as the other, the laft as the firft. But here fuch a king¬ 
dom is foretold to be the refult of this lhaking, which God himfelf would make, as never 
Ihould be lhaken or overturned. This account therefore ought to be compared with that of 
another prophet. Ban . ii. 44. In the days of thefe kings fiall the God of heaven fet up a kingdom , 
‘which Iball never be defiroyed : and the kingdom fiall not be left to other people, but it fiall break in 
pieces and confume all thefe kingdoms , and it fiall fiand for ever . Compare alio Chap . vii. 

( i ) T coy octhAvofj^fjcov *r fJ.iTd.Seo'tv* The removing of thofe things that are fiaken .j Though 
our tranllators might pollibly underfland in the fame fenfe I do, when they render’d 

it the removing , yet their rendering, efpccially, as it Hands here, the removing of thofe things 
that are fiaken , as of things that are made , feems ambiguous. I Ihould therefore choofe ter 
tranflate it the change . Thus they have turned the fame word before, Chap, vii. iz. Tor the 
priefihood being changed, there is made of necejfity alfo a change of the law . 

(£) O? •7?£T0/n[/,ei'ai'. As of things that are made .3 This being a participle of the preter- 
perfeft tenfe, ought to have been accordingly render’d. Farther, I hardly think that our tran- 
llation fixes the true fenfe of the verb in this place. For though <soi{iv often fignifies to make 
or create , yet it does not always do lb. The words therefore Ihould have been tranfiated, As 
of things that bad been appointed ; that is, that had been appointed only for a time, at the end 
of which they were to be lhaken, and undergo a great change. We have thus tranfiated the 
word. Chap. iii. 1. who was faithful to him that appointed him , 'zroiiurcLvli dvjby. To the 
lamepurpofe, Mark iii.' 14. K 04 koroitwi S'coS'cka. And fo ordained twelve . Many other ex¬ 
amples may be brought of this fenfe of the word, Matth. iv. 19. Luke xv. 19. John iv. 1 . vi. 1 5 . 
AHs ii. 36. Eeb.x. 7. Rev. i. 6. iii. iz. v. 10. 

( / ) hat [Aiivn Tct [/.h oa\ivo/tAfJa,» That thofe things whith cannot be fiaken may remain.'] 
The paraphrafe feems to give the true fenfe free from all ambiguity. When ’tis faid that thefe 
things may remain, ’tis not meant remain in being; for fo did" the other things that were lha¬ 
ken : but remain in their new ftate, and continue unchanged as the others did not. And the 
pr\ <scLteuvj$peL' leepis lefs properly rendred the things that cannot be fiaken. This is indeed 
what he fays in the next verfe, mentioning pacr/teiar et<reLtev]ov, a kingdom that cannot be 
movede but that I conceive is inferr’d from what he here fays, that thefe things not being fha¬ 
ken were to remain unchanged : and as he feems to difiinguifh between ph oet^ivopLiva. 

z and 
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Chap, m 



fore we receiving a king¬ 
dom which cannot be mo¬ 
ved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may ferve God 
acceptably, with reverence 
9 and godly fear. For our 
God is a confuting fire. 


fore as we chriftians do now receive a king¬ 
dom which we know fhall be unfliaken and 
unmoveable ( m ), let us be ftedfaft in imbra- 
cing and adhering to the gofpel ( n ), which 
will direct us (oJ how w$ may ferve God 
acceptably, even with a holy reverence and 
fear of him. And this is highly neceffary for 
us, becaufe our God is a eonfuming fire (p )» 



NOTE S. 


and d<r<ttev}d., onr tranflation fhould have preferved that diftin&ion, and not have render’d 
the firft the things that cannot be ftaken. 

xS (tfz) A/o fZdL<r/teictv di<retKiv]oif TVherejore *we receiving a kingdom 

which cannot be moved,] The phrafe 'z$fcp\ot/u(ZcLve/i' fitteitei&Vy To receive a kingdom , is not 
unufual in profane authors : but is never, that I have obferved, ufed except concerning fuch as ' 
became kings. It feems therefore not lb agreeable to me to explain this expreflion as import¬ 
ing chriftians becoming the fubjefts of the Mciliah’s kingdom, though that is in it felf mod 
true, but that this is rather to be explained from the places offeripture wherein that dignity 
and honour is fet forth to which they are advanced, fuch as Rev: i. 6. Chrift hath made us kings * 
andpriefts unto bis God and Father, Ver. 10, thou [Chrift] haft made us unto our God kings and 
priefts : and nve fbail reign on the earth . With which may be compared the title St. Peter gives 
them, i Pot* ii. 9. But ye are a royal priefthood. Again, our Saviour {peaks thus to his difei- 
pies, Luke xii. 32- Fear not , little flock \ for 'tis your Father s good pleafure to give ycu the king¬ 
dom. Which fuits with the language of the prophet Daniely Chap. vii. 18. The faints of the 
mofi high fball take the kingdom r wv fiet<ra. v, LXX.] and polTefs the king¬ 

dom/^ ever y even for ever and ever . Ver. zz. The time came that the faints pofleffed the 


kingdom. 

’Tis farther to be obferved, that our author infers this our receiving a kingdom from the ex- 
preflion of God’s fbaking the heavens and the earthy that is his overthrowing fome kingdoms 
that he might fet up another. And this I think very much confirms the interpretation before 
given of Chap, 1. io» <n. 

(w ) FyvfAv Let us £? ace ‘^ Grace being untftrftood in different fenfes by 

interpreters, the meaning of the place muft be fixed according to that fenfe of the word which 
we think to be preferable. Some by grace underftand a Jioly difppfoion and temper; which 
without all doubt is abfblutely neceffary in order to our acceptably^ferving God. But ’tis at 
leaft doubtful whether the term is ever ufed in thk fenfe m Others underftand 

by grace the faiour'of God, in which fenfe the word is- ffequertp^u fc< 5 . But this hardly fuits 
the defign of our author* * And therefore I think grace is.' by an eafy metonymy put for the 
effeH of grace, that is the gofpel* It is obvious that grace is fpoken of in this fenfe, z Cor* vi. 1* 
Gal* v. 4. Col . i. 6. and in many other places. If we underftand him thus, it will perfe&ly 
agree with the great defign of the epiftle, and what he is perpetually inculcating, that they 
fhould be ftedfaft in their profelTi<®vof the gofpel, *of the chriftian religion ? and XyjsofjSp will 
be the fame as naltx which is fn^ue^tly to J?e obferved elfewhcre. See Dr. Whitby up¬ 
on the place.^ ' t- ^ A - 

( 0 ) SV. Whereby.] That is by which gftiite or gofpel you are taught how you may ferve - 
God acceptably. 

z8, z9 7 “The reafon why our author mentions our being taught by the gofpel to ferve 
God with reverence and godly fear^ and why he mentions his being a ionfuming firey feems to be 

C c becauf< ; 
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Chap.Xir, 
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NOTES. 

becaule he had before, ver 4 18-—21, fet forth the terrible eircutnftances whidh attended t'he 
giving of the law, which might well flrike the children of ifrael with dread and horror. 
Now, fays he, though the gofpel Was not delivered in any fuch terrible manner, yer it teaches 
us, that in order to our ferving God acceptably we muft do it with reverence and godly fear ; 
nor docs it lefs inforce the matter upon us ; nay it a/Tures us, that the God whom we ferve is 
no lefs now than he was at that time, a confuming fre. God is reprefented by the golpel as 
refolved to take vengeance on his enemies, and as having prepared everlafting fire to torment 
and confume them. So that nothing could be more proper than for him to exhort them to 
adhere ftedfa/Uy to the new covenanr, by that very confideration, by which they were urged 
to be obedient and faithful to the firlt covenant, Deut. iv. 13,24. Take heed unto your /elves, 
left ye forget the covenant of the Lord your God y which he made with you , and make you a graven 
image, or the likenefs of any thing which the Lord thy God hath forbidden thee. For the Lord thy 
God is a confuming fire, even a jealous God. ... ... 
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DISSERTATIONS 

ON SIX 

TEXTS of SCRIPTURE 


DISSERTATION I. 

R O M. xv. 7—p. 

7 Wherefore receive ye one mother, as Chrift 
alfo received us , to the glory of God . 

8 Now I fay, That Jefus Chrift was a minifter 
of the circumcifion for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promifes made unto the fathers; 

9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy ; as it is written , For this caufe will I 
confefs to thee among the Gentiles , and fing 
unto tby name. 

M Y defign being only to vindicate St. Taul in his citation 
in the laft of thefe verfes, and upon that occafion to 
treat of the place whence the citation is taken, the rea- 
fon why I have fet down the two former verfes is, 
that the reader may fee how St. !?W brings in the paflage of which 
l am to treat. And that he may hav-e-a better view of it, I fhall 

A 2 here 
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A Dissertation m 

here prefent him with Mr. Lockes paraphrafe ; the reafon of which 
.he. maw fetch, from. hi& notes. - .—. ... 

Mr. Locke s T A R A T H R A S E* 


7. Where^or? admit ?nd receive one another ipto fellowflijp and 
“ familiarity, without fhinefs or diftance upon occafion of differen- 
<c ces about things indifferent, even, as Chrift received us yews to 
$. “ glorify God (for I muft tell you, ye converted Romans , that 

“ Ch.rift was feot to thp Jezgs, aijd injployed all his.miniftry qq 
w thojj; ofj.tjhe circumcifion.) fot; his .truth in making good hja pro- 
ct mife made to the fathers, i. e. Jbraham , Ifaac, and Jacob } 
9 . “ and received, you. th sJGMdfjL is. glorify clod. for. his. mercy to 

“ you } as it is written, For this caufe I will confefs to thee among 
“ the Gentiles , and fipg pnto his name, 


In which citation we are to obferve, that St. Raul alleges it as 
a proof that Chrift was to-receive the Gentiles; and therefore it is 
abfolutely neceffary that the / in the citation, I will confefs, muft 
be underftood of Chrift, and hp mull bp confider’d as the perfon 
uttering thofe words, or in whole name they were uttered. It is 
eafy to fee tftatv qther.wifq i ;thpy were nothing! ap all; to St. Raul's 
purpofe-: for if we taJce them as the-wprds of Lqvid, andfpoken 
irt his own-name or peiibn; What jjrdpf; T befeach you, could it be 
^hjtt Ghr^ft Wppldi receive the Gentiles, to. glprify/G.od for his mer¬ 
cy, becaufe- Lqvid, deqlared concerning himfelf- that he would 
confefs to the Lprd among the Gentiles, and'fing unto his name? 

. This, bein'g' ftttpdyWe^re next to look, for* thp place whence 
St.Raul cited theft; words: and to that the margin of our bibles 
will- prefent|y diredtus, Rfal. xviii. 49. where we have thus ren¬ 
dered the verfe, Therefore will I give thanks [in the margin, con- 
unto thee , 0 Lard, among the Heathen, andfing praifes un¬ 
to thy name. The exadt agreement of the words with St. Raul's 
quotation, fhows that he had a refpedt to this place only. The 
word in the Hebrew render’d give thanks, fignifies to praife, thank, 
ox confefs ; and fo does the Greek work ufed by the Apoftle ■, and 
accordingly we have render'd it. Mat. xi. 25. At that time fefus 
anfwered and faid, I thank thee, O Father , &c. And again, 
though our tranllatorp have added the word praifes, which may 
feem tp nppke fomc difference, yet there is no real difference j for 

there 



ROM . xv. 7—9. 

there is no word to anfwer to praifes , iri the Hebrew , in this place, 
and the verb fignifies in general to fing ,• and accordingly have we 
fometimes tranilated it, as particularly Pfal. xxx. 4. Sing unto the 
Lord, 0 ye faints of his . And indeed the citation agrees perfect¬ 
ly with the Hebrew, and ‘verbatim with the trantlation of the 
IlXX. except it be in this one thing, that it leaves out, 0 Lord: 
but however fmall and inconfiderable this difference may fcem in a 
citation, yet it may be owing to a defect in fome copies, and not to 
any omillion in St. Paul: for the Vhlg. Lathy Arabic and Coptic 
tranflations, the Complutenfian edition, and ten old Greek MSS. 
together with Chrjfoftom and Sedulius, read 0 Lord , here in St. 
Paul's citation. 

The only thing that remains neceffary to be done, is to inquire, 
what reafon there is to believe that St. Paul has here quoted this 
verfe according to the true original intention and meaning of it ? 
and that when it was firft penned it was meant as fpoken by Chrift, 
or in his name: and if I can produce folid reafons for this, I fhall 
fully juflify St. Paul whereas if this is cited only by way of ac¬ 
commodation, it was nothing at all to his purpofe, and he has put 
off his readers with a proof which in reality is no proof at all. I 
am fenfible that this confideration will have its weight with thofe 
who are perfuaded of the truth of the chriflian religion, and the 
infpiration of this great teacher of it. But other kind of arguments 
are to be ufed again!! the enemies of our holy religion, who from 
the citations of the apoftles, would take occafion to infult us, and 
run down their infpiration. 

Now there is one thing which I hope all will allow me as a very 
reafonable pofiulatumy and upon which my juftification of St. Paul 
will mainly reftj and that is, that one and the fame perfon is to be 
underflood as fpeaking through the pfalm. It runs in one conti¬ 
nued ftile of the fame perfon, as far as appears, from the beginning 
to the end of it j and whoever would fuppofe that one part is to be 
underflood as fpoken by one perfon, and another part by another,, 
will, I am perfuaded, find it very difficult to affign the different 
parts to their fuppofed refpeCtive fpeakers; or at leaf! he will find 
it difficult to alfign any convincing, or even tolerable reafons for his 
making fuch a diftinCtion. But this I may the more freely take for 
granted, becaufe thofe whom I oppofe do fo too, and reckon the 
whole of it is fpoken by David in his own perfon. 


And 
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And when I plead for the pfalm’s being uttered in the perfon of 
-Chrift, this is no more than what is ufual in other pfalms, which 
chriftians have generally acknowledged to be written in this man¬ 
ner: to which purpofe I may appeal to Pfal. xvi. (which St. ‘Pe¬ 
ter, A<fts ii. 25-31. has demonftrated is thus to be underftood) 

and to ‘Pfal. ii. 22. and many others. I don’t think this will 
privilege the wild fancies of men in applying whatever paflages 
they pleafe in the pfalms to Chrift: for the reafons they give for 
fuch applications are to be carefully examined; as I am freely wil¬ 
ling mine fhould be in the prefent cafe. 

This being premifed as the foundation upon which I build, the 
next thing I would advance is, that there are fome parts of the 
pfalm that^ are too auguft and lofty to fuit any other perfon than our 
redeemer. I queftion whether there is any part of the holy fcrip- 
ture, which rifes higher in the majefty of its expreflions than fome 

verfes of this pfalm, particularly ver. 7-1 j. ‘Then the earth 

Jhook and trembled , the foundations of the hills alfo moved and 
were Jhaken, becaufe he was wroth. ‘There went up a fmoke out 
of his noftrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: Coals were 
kindled by it. He bowed the heavens alfo, and came down: and 
darknefs was under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub and 
did fly ; yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. He made 
darknefs .his fecret place: his pavilion round about him were 
dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies. At the brightnefs 
that was before him his thick clouds pajfed, hail Jiones and coals 
of fire. The Lord alfo thundred in the heavens, and the Highefl 
gave his voice; hail ftones and coals of fire. Tea, he fent out 
his arrows, and flattered them, and he Jhot out lightnings and 
diflomfited them. Then the channels of waters were feen, and the 
foundations of the world were diflovered, at thy rebuke, 0 Lord, 
at the blafi of the breath of thy noftrils. It is hard to imagine 
how the ftile could poflibly rife higher, or any terms be chofen that 
fhould be more pompous and ftately. I cannot but remember, that 
before I was convinced that thefe things were fpoken in the ,per- 
fon of the Mefliah, I ufed to read them with the utmoft wonder, 
defpairing ever to difcover any event to which they could with any 
tolerable propriety be applied. I was fen fib le there were many 
other places of the holy fcriptures which I as little underftood as 
this, and fome other parts of the pfalm: but then as they plainly 
appeared to be prophetical, it did not feem ftrange that the lan¬ 
guage 
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guage was dark and puzzling; whereas this pfalm according to 
the title fhould be fuppofed of quite another nature. The fubjedt 
is eafy and plain, a deliverance from the band of all enemies , and 
particularly from Saul. However the good man’s heart might be 
fuppofed llrongly affedted, and this might difcover it felf in 
fome elevated expreflions, wherewith he clothes his pious and 
grateful acknowledgment; yet one would imagine that having 
fuch a key to the pfalm, as the title feems to give us, and it being 
a narration of a plain hiftory, or a laudatory commemoration of a 
kindnefs very eafy to be underftood, one would imagine, I fay, 
that the meaning of the pfalm Ihould be obvious to every reader. 
But I am perfuaded moft readers, as well as my felf, have found 
it quite otherwife. It will probably be pleaded that an allowance 
is always to be made for poetical deicriptions; and that fuch 
fchemes and figures of fpeech are in poetry not only tolerable, but 
fine and noble,, as in ordinary difcourfe, or an hiftorical narrative, 
would be accounted affe&ed, bom baft, and inexcufable. Now, 
though I am willing we ihould make as much of this plea as we 
poflibly can; yet, methinks, there ought to be fome proportion 
obferved between, the fubjedt and the expreflion. But who can 
think there is any, when the earth is reprefented as flaking and 
tremblings the foundations of the hills as moved and flaken , and 
God himfelf is let out as riding upon a cherub and flyings as flyi n g 
upon the usings of the wind , &c. and this great apparatus and 
pomp fhould after all end only in the deliverance of c Iiavid out of 
the hand of a few enemies ? One would expedf, that fuch lofty ex¬ 
preflions were defign’d to introduce an account of the final confla¬ 
gration, or at leaft of the execution of fome tremendous judgment 
like that which befel. Sodom and Gomorrah y and not barely the 
overthrow of a fmall handful of men who fell in an ordinary'way, 
in the day of battel, when there was no fignof any extraordinary; 
or at leaft of any miraculous interpoiition of providence to bring 
about the event. Let any one read the account given us of Sauls 
death, i Sam. xxxi. and then judge whether he can rcafonably 
interpret the lofty expreflions of this pfalm concerning it: or efpe* 
daily let him read the doleful lamentation which ^David made 
over Sauls whenhewas {lain, and then confider, whether it be likely 
that he fhould here make the fame thing the oocafion of fuch an infult 
and triumph over him, as according to the common interpretation 
this pfalm rauft neceflarily carry in it. For my own part, this ac- 
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count feems to imply David's lamentation to be fuch a fidtion and 
diffimulation, that I can hardly imagine how it could have been left 
upon record, without fome fevere cenfure upon him for it. 

What I have faid hitherto has been defigned to fhow, how un¬ 
likely, if not impodible, it is, that this pfalm fhould be under- 
flood, in the common way, to relate to David. Now this, I 
think, will go a-great way toward the eftablilhing the interpreta¬ 
tion here offered, that refers it to Chrift ; fince they who deny it 
belongs to Chrift, neither do, nor can pretend to apply it to any 
other than David. 

This now leads me to confider, how the things here mentioned in 
the pfalm, which apparently did not fuit David in fpeaking of his 
own cafe, were very proper to be ufed by our Saviour in fpeaking 
of himfelf. Now in order to the clearing this, I defire the reader 
to obferve, what I take to be the nature and defign of this pfalm in 
general; and that is, that it is our Saviour’s hymn or fong of praife 
to God, (i.) For railing him from the dead ; and, (2.) For raa* 
king him vi&orious over his enemies, and particularly over the 
Jews, in whofe deftrudlion he took vengeance on them for what 
they had done againft him. And, (3.) For giving him a people 
among the Gentiles. To thefe three heads the feveral things !faid 
in the pfalm may be eafily reduced. I am perfuaded that an intire 
comment upon the fong, according to this account of it, might be 
of good fervice; but that would foon fwell to a treatife, and is not 
proper to come into this diflertation, which is defigned chiefly for 
juftifying St. ‘Paul in citing one verfe of it. For the fame reafon 
I fhall forbear to compare all the different readings, we have of the 
fame fong, 2 Sam. xxii. which at firft I intended-;, though: I may 
have occafion to take notice of fome of them. Farther, I 1 fhall 
pafs over many things in the pfalm which every reader will eafily 
apply himfelf, fromwhat.I IhallfayconcernirTg, other paftages^ r 

To come now to particulars ; there can be nothing more ! agree- 
abletothe eafy and natural fenfe of the expreflionsimade.ufe of in 
the feven firft verfes of the pfalm, than if they are underftood as 
fpoken by Chrift upon the occafion of God’s railing him from the 
dead. The two firft verfes are laudatory, and fo it mull be deter¬ 
mined from what follows, to what occafion they particularly relate. 
The firft verfe is left out in Samuel', and.yet I make no doubt it 
belongs to the fong; partly becaufe it is more eafy to fuppofe it 
might through carelefnefs be omitted by. a tranferiber, than that it 
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fliould be inferted thro’ wilfulnefs, efpecially when there is no appear¬ 
ance of any defign he could ferve by it; and partly becaufe ‘Pfal.cxvi, 
which is upon the fame fubjedt, begins in much the fame manner. 

As to a claufe in ver- 2. In whom I will trujl , the mar¬ 
gin of our bibles refers us to it as the paflage cited, Heb.ii. 13. 
E yd! too/AcLi wenoftcvt; sV’ aW”. They who acknowledge the di¬ 
vine infpiration of that author, muft own that this is a farther con¬ 
firmation that the pfalm relates to Chrift and not to T)avid. I 
know fome think that Ifa. viii. 17. is rather cited by that writer, 
where the LXX. have nj7roi0&J? taojuai iA av-nf. But as that wri¬ 
ter quotes in the very next words what immediately follows in the 
prophet, And again , 'Behold , land the children which God hath 
given me , it feems not likely he would have thus disjoined the words 
of the prophet, by inferting between them, and again , making two 
citations of them, in cafe he had in both referred to that one place, 
where both paffages ftand together, without any thing coming be¬ 
tween them. It is more likely therefore he cites the former paf- 
fage from another place in the old teftament, and particularly from 
this fong. It is true, in rendering the pfalm the LXX. have 
l-n d'AoPj but in rendering the fame paflage, 2 Sam. xxii. 3. they 
have the fame words as in Ifa. viii. 17. And though I make no 
doubt that Ifaiah there fpeaks of Chrift, as well as this fong, yet 

1 think it may be queftioned, whether the LXX. according to our 
prefent copies, have as juftly rendered that place, as they have 

2 Sam. xxii. 3. Nothing can be more proper than this rendering 
of NDfiN in the fong: but it may be doubted whether it fo well 
fuits iS ’JTlp in the prophet. Our own tranflators accordingly 
make a difference, but of the pertinence of that citation I have had 
occafion to treat elfewhere. However, if any one thinks that 
Ifaiah is rather quoted than the fong, let him compare the expref- 
fions ufed in it, with thofe we find it was foretold Chrift fhould ufe 
in Tfal. Ixxxix. 2 6. which doubtlefs belongs to Chrift, and then 
judge, whether that does not make it look the more likely, that 
Bfal. xviii. belongs to him alfo. 

The third and fixth verfes are expreflions of the truft the perfon 
fpeaking repofed in God in his diftrefs, and the experience he had ofhis 
gracious aid. What this diftrefs was we are to learn from ver- 4,5. which 
are very much to our purpofe. The forrows of death compajfed me , and 
the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. The forrows of the grave 
compajfed me about: the fnares of death prevented me. In the former 
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of thefe verfes, inftead of forrows, we read in Samuel 

waves. This latter reading is preferr’d by a learned commentator, 
becaufe otherwife there will be the fame word repeated in the next 
verfe ; and befides, this feems better to fuit with the floods mention¬ 
ed in the fame verfe. Thefe reafons muft be own’d to be confider- 
able: and yet there are others that may be alleged for the reading 
in the pfalm. For it may be urged, that fuch repetitions of the 
fame word are not altogether unufual. Thus cer. 44, 45. the 
flrangers, or the foils of the fir angers, is as nearly repeated, as it 
is alfo in Samuel. Had thefe verfes indeed been tranfpofed, there, 
would have been more likelihood that the word for forrows Tun¬ 
ing in the tranfcribers thoughts from what he had before written, 
might occafion his writing it over again : but the difference lying 
in the place where forrows are firft fpoken of, the overfight is not 
eafily accounted for. And if we fuppofe an alteration to be made 
through wilfulnefs, rather than inadvertence 5 there may be more 
reafon to imagine that the alteration might be made of forrows to 
Waves than the contrary: for the tranfcriber might be templed to- 
makc the former alteration for the fake of avoiding the fo near re¬ 
petition of the word forrows , and he might be induced to fubfti- 
tute waves in the (lead of it, as belt fuiting the word floods with , 
which it is joined: but if waves had been the original reading, it is not 
eafy to fuppofe the tranfcriber would wilfully lofe two fuch obvious , 
beauties by the alteration he made. To which fome may be incli¬ 
ned to add, that the tranfcriber could not apprehend the difference 
that might be intended in the two exprelfions: for the forrows of 
death may import thofe forrows which bring death, and fo the 
other claufe may lead us to interpret them, the floods of ungodly 
mm made me afraid•, whereas the forrows of bell or the grave may 
be thought to refer to the condition of thofe who are actually dead, 
in the grave, or in hades. Compare Tfal. cxvi. 3. Hence when 
he fays, ‘The forrows of the grave ccmpaffed me , he adds. The 
ftiares of death prevented me, which feems to determine it 
that he fpeaks of himfelf as actually dead, and in the grave: 
for I do not fee how that exprelfion can flgnify lefs than this. So 
that in thefe two verfes the perfon fpeaking fets forth himfelf as 
having his life fought after by wicked men,, and as being actually 
flain. by them j and the following part of the pfalm fhows him to 
he reftored to life ; which things were not true of Tlavid, but 
«auft of necefftty belong to ChrilL. If any one diflikes the juft men¬ 
tioned 
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tioned diftindion of the forrows of death, and the for rows of the 
grave, and thinks they mean the fame thing, I fhall not contend, 
provided he allows that thefe import the perfon’s being dead. The 
expreflion of St. Peter may deferve to be compared herewith, JSls 
ii. 24. Whom God hath raifed up, having loofed the pains of death, 
dfriyaf ii Swam, hecaufe it was not poffible that he Jhould be 
holden cf it: where he may be thought to refer to this fong, or to 
*Pfal. cxvi. 3. the LXX. having ufed the fame expreiTton, 
Swam, Pfal. cxvi. 3. and Pfal. xviii. 4. for the rendering the 
Hebrew , which we tranllate the fotrows of death: but 2 Sam. 
xxii. 6 . they ufe the fame to exprefs what we render the forrows 
of hell. 

The perfon fpeaking having thus declared his being in the flate 
of the dead, fets forth, ver. 6. his behaviour therein. In my di- 
fir efs I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God. In Samuel 
we have the fame verb top# I called in both claufes: but the 
reading in the pfalm, in the latter claufe I cried , feems pre¬ 
ferable. ’Tis eafy to imagine, that after the writing the firft claufe, 
the word >npx running in the tranferiber’s mind might occafion 
his repeating it in the latter. Befides, the word is more com¬ 
monly join’d with the particle ?k, and which is dill more important, 
the laft part of the verfe feems to imply that this verb had been 
tiled before, He heard my voice out of his temple [that is, hea¬ 
ven, Pfal. xi. 4,] and my cry came before him into his ears. To 
omit the different reading in Samuel, which is not material, and 
feems not fo good as that in the pfalm, this verfe fhows us how 
the perfon fpeaking called upon God for deliverance when he w ps 
in the flate of the dead, and that his prayer was heard and anfwer- 
ed, that is, as it is exprefled, Pfal. cxvi. 6 . He helped, [or faved\ 
him, delivered him out of that flate of death he was in. And 
then there follows, Pfal. xviii. 7. a very particular and memorable 
circumflance that accompanied God’s gracious anfwer and the deli¬ 
verance he wrought for him: When the earth Jhook and trembled, 
the foundations alfo of the bills [the reading in Samuel, of the 
heaven, is highly improbable] moved and were Jhaken, becaufe 
he was wroth. Had there been any fuch earthquake, that accom¬ 
panied Saul's death and David's deliverance, ’tis flrange that in 
the hiftorical books of the bible relating to that time, we fhould 
not have the leaf! hint given us of it. But very remarkable is the 
account of that which was at the very inflant of our Lord’s riung 
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from the dead, Matth. xviii. 2—4. And behold there was a 
great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord defended from 
heaven , and came and rolled back the Jione from the door, and fat 
upon it, his countenance was like lightning, and bis raiment white 
as fnow. And for fear of him the keepers did Jhake and become as 
dead men. I fee no reafon to queftion, whether this terrible earth¬ 
quake is pointed at in this paflage of the pfalm: but ’tis very pofli- 
ble that more than that Angle one may be here intended. And 
indeed as the following verfes of the pfalm, down to ver. 43. feem 
to give an account of the fignal vengeance of God upon the wick¬ 
ed Jews for murdering the Mefftah , it is not unlikely the Jhaking 
of the earth here mentioned, may comprehend the many earth¬ 
quakes which happen’d in that period of time, and of which our 
Lord fpeaks moft exprefly, Matth. xxiv. 17. Nation Jhall rife 
againjl nation, and kingdom againjl kingdom: and there fhall be 
famines, and p eft Hence s, and earthquakes in divers places. 
Compare Mark xiii. 8. Luke xxi. 11. Unlefs the other earth¬ 
quakes appear to be particularly referr’d to in other parts of the 
pfalm, there can be no difficulty in fuppofing them included in this 
verfe, which, as every one who reads mull lee, is exprefs’d in 
terms general enough to take them in. If this be allowed, the te- 
ftimony of Jcfepbits, the JewiJh hiflorian, concerning thefe fubfe- 
quent earthquakes, is full to our purpofe. He tells us, Le Hell. 
Jud . Lib. iv. c. 17. vel 7. “That the night in which the Idume- 
“ ans lay before Jcrufalem, there arofe a prodigious tern pell, and 
“ fierce winds, with moft vehement rains, frequent lightnings, 
** and terrible thunderings, and great roarings of the fhaken earth: 
“ and it was manifeft, that the ftate of the univerfe was diforder’d 
“ at the (laughter of men $ fo that any one might guefs thefe were 
“ ligns of no fmall calamity.” And again, Lib.vii, c. 31. vein. 
“ he fays, That at the day of pentecoft, when the priefts by night 
“ went into the inner temple, according to their cuftom, to execute 
s< their office, they faid they perceived firft of all a fhaking and a 
“ noife, and after that a fudaen voice, faying, Let us depart hence.” 
Farther, we find by other teftimonies, that there were many 
earthquakes about that time in divers places, as in Crete , at Smyr¬ 
na, Miletus, Chios, Samos, Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colcfs. 
In which, fays Grotius upon Matth. xxiv. 7. the Jews were con¬ 
cern’d, lince many of them lived in thofe places. 
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To go on with the pfalm, it follows ver. 8. 'There went up a 
fmoke Gut of his noflrils [I prefer the rendering of the LXX. who 
have both here and in Samuel , in his anger: with them the Vulg. 
Latin agrees in the pfalm, though it is the fame with our tranflati- 
on in Samuel .] and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were 
kindled by it. There is fo remarkable an agreement between the 
expreffions here ufed of the fmoke and fire, with what we meet 
with Joel ii.30, 31, 32. that they who believe St. ' Peter was not 
miftaken, Jasii. sp, 20, 21. in underftanding him to foretel an 
event that was to preceed the terrible deftrudtion of the Jews, will 
not fee any difficulty in fuppofing thefe words in the pfalm might be 
very properly ufed by our Saviour. The words are thefe, I will 
fhew wonders in heaven above, and figns in the earth beneath, 
blood and fat, and vapour of fmoke. The fun fhall be turned into 
darknefs, and the moon into blood before that great and terrible day 
of the Lord come . And it fhall come to pafs, that whofoever fhall 
call on the name of the Lord fall be faved, or delivered. Now, 
whether men take the words of Joel in a literal or metaphorical 
fenfe, it will make no difference as to the fuppofition of our Savi¬ 
our’s fpeaking here in the pfalm \ fince the expreffions here may be 
interpreted juft in the fame manner. By the blood may be meant 
the horrible flaughters among the Jews, partly by the foreign ene¬ 
mies they fought with, partly by the Sicarii, or murderers, partly 
by the havock they made of one another, and partly by their lay¬ 
ing violent hands upon themfelves. The blood thus fhed could not 
be looked upon as an ordinary event: but to all who confider it, 
as well as to their own hiftorian, it muft appear a prodigy. The 
fire may well relate to the defolating fires that confumed their tem¬ 
ple, city, towns and villages round about, the confequence of 
which muft have been the afcending of vapours or pillars of fmoke. 

So that the fre and fmoke mentioned in the pfalm, are very eafily 
accounted for, in the fame way that men interpret the words of the 
prophet Joel. 

Some are inclined to make a farther ufe of thefe fires, and 
think that the vapours or pillars of Jmoke afcending every 
where from them, together with the ftorms and tempefts which 
then happened, might obfcure and darken the fun, and caufe 
the moon to appear of a blood-colour: and they who thus un- 
derftand the prophecy of Joel, may eafily apply the fame ex¬ 
plication of the darknefs feveral times fpoken of in the plain*;. 
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though 1 own I underftand darknefs differently, as I fhall lhew 
prefcntly. 

I would only add before I leave this prophecy of Joel, that the 
laft words of it which St.Teter quotes dUs ii. 21. And itJhail 
come to peifs, that whofoever Jhail call upon the name of the Lord 
Jhail he faved, or as we render it in the prophet, Jhail be delivered , 
viz. from that fearful definition, I fay, thefe words do marvel- 
loufly agree with thofe of our Saviour, Matth. xxiv. 13 .He that 
endureth to the end Jhail be faved ; and with the account which our 
Saviour gives in this pfalm, ver. 25 — 27. With the merciful thou 
wilt Jhew thy [elf merciful, with an upright man thou wilt Jhew 
thy [elf upright. With the pure thou wilt Jhew thy [elf pure, and 
with the freward thou wilt Jhew thy f elf froward. For thou wilt 
fave the affliUed people, but wilt bring down high looks. 

To go on now with the pfalm j it follows ver. 9. He bowed the 
heavens alfo, and came down: and darlmejs was under his feet. 
This verfe contains two particulars, each of which are diftintly 
fpoken of in the two next verfes; the former, ver. 1 o. He rede 
upon a cherub and did jly ; yea, he did fiy upon the wings of the 
wind. In Samuel it is, he was feen upon the wings of the wind: 
the only difference being that between 1 and "1 which are fo very 
like as that they may eafily be taken one for t’other. ’Tis doubt¬ 
ful which reading is the be ft. This anfwers to the former part of 
ver. 9. He bowed the heavens alfo, and came down. Ver. 11. He 
made darbiefs his fecret place: his pavilion round about him, 
were dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies , anfwers to the 
latter part of ver. 9. Darknefs was under bis feet. Many may 
be ready to think the darbiefs here mentioned is to be explained 
agreeably to what has been taken notice of concerning the prophe- 
cy of Joel, and which might feem much to be confirmed by this 
paffage of the fame prophet, Chap. ii. 12. The day of the L/ird is 
at hand; a day of darknefs, and of gloominefs, a day of clouds and 
thick darknefs. But I confefs, when I confider how the mention 
of darknefs in the pfalm is brought in, I think we are naturally led 
to another interpretation. If I miftake not, thefe auguft expreifions 
denote the Shechinah , or the illuftrious prefence and appearance of 
God, when vengeance was taken on the Jews. Let what is here 
faid of God’s riding upon a cherub, and flying upon the wings of 
the wind, be compared with Ffal. civ. 3,4. ana it may tend to 
clear this account. Doubtlefs the cherub here mentioned is not to 
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be underftood of one fingle cherub, but is put generally for all the 
angels, agreeably to Tfal. xxxiv. 7. The angel [that is the an¬ 
gels] of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him , and 
delkereth them . It is certain God’s chariot is reprefented as confift- 
ing of vaft numbers of them, Pfal. Ixviii. 17. and it feems reafon- 
able to understand this place accordingly. Now agreeably to this, 
the darknefs fpoken of, ter. 9,11. is to be explained of that dark - 
nefs that ufed to accompany the Shechinah. Thus God was in the 
thick darknefs at mount Sinai, Exod. xx. 21. there being thunder- 
ings and lightnings , and a thick cloud upon the mounts Exod. 
xix. 1 6. Compare Leut.v. 22. Heb.xii. 18. Thus he dwelt in 
the thick darhiefs [that is in the cloud ] in the tabernacle, Let. 
xvi. 2. and in the temple, 1 Kings viii. 10—12. If therefore we 
have any reafon to fuppofe the appearance of the Shechinah on this 
occafion, we need not wonder that God fhould be reprefented, ac¬ 
cording to cuftom, as having thick clouds and darknefs about him 7 , 
and that darknefs fhould be fpoken of as his pavilion and fecret 
place. 

Now, whether there be reafon to allow fuch an illuflrious appear¬ 
ance of God at his taking vengeance on the Jews , may be judged^ 
by the account of their own hiftorian, than which nothing can be 
more full to my purpofe. Thus then Jofephus Le 'Bello Jnd. 

Lib. vii. £.31. five 12. 45 A few days after the feaft of unleavened 
44 bread, a ftraiige and almoft incredible fight was feen, which 
“■ would, I fuppofe, be taken for a mere fable, were it not related 
44 by fuch as faw it,” [He may particularly mean himfelf, per¬ 
haps, among others.]: 44 and did not the miferies which follow- 
44 ed, appear anfwerable to the figns. For before the fun fet were 
44 feen on high in the air, all over the country, chariots and armed 
44 regiments moving fwiftly in the clouds , and incompaifing the 
44 city.” I fee no reafon to fufpedt the truth of this relation ; or to 
doubt whether this ftrange fight was owing to angels imployed by 
God on this occafion, which was much greater than that mention¬ 
ed, 2 Kings vi. 1 6 . Behold , the mountain was pull of horfes and 
chariots round about Elifiia. Nor can any thing more fuit the 
ftile of the Jews , than to fpeak of fuch an appearance,-, as the ap¬ 
pearance of God, of the Shechinah , or as though God rode upon 
the cherubim and flew. God by his angels- was often p re lint, 
when men perceived it not by their fenfes: but very remarkable is 
the expreflion in this fong as fet down in Samuel y He was feen up¬ 
on 
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on the wings of the wind: which if it be the truer reading, may be 
thought exa&ly fulfilled in what I have fet down from Jofephus. 
Compare with this, Pfal. xcvii. 2. 

It follo\ys in the pfalm, ter. 12—14. From the brightness before 
him there paffed his thick clouds , hail-Jlones and coah of fire. 
13. The Lord alfo thundered in the heavens , and the High?(I gave 
his voice , hail-Jlones and coals of fire. 14. And he fent forth his 
arrows and fcattered them : he Jhot out lightnings and difeemfited 
them. Thefe verfes are fomewhat differently read in Samuel. 
From the brightnefs before him were coals of fire kindled. [The 
reading in the pfalm being more full, and carrying nothing incon¬ 
venient in it, feems here preferable.] The Lord thundered from 
heaven: and the Highejl gave his voice. [The addition here of 
hail-Jlones and coals offire, in the pfalm feems to be a repetition 
of the tranferibers from the former verfe, and not fo agreeable to 
the ftile of the feriptures, which ufe to reprefent not hail-ftones and 
coals of fire, but only thunder •> as the voice of the Lord.] And he 
Jent forth arrows and fcattered them , lightnings and difeomfited 
them. [Where the difference is inconfiderable.] When it is faid, 
from the brightnefs , the meaning is, by reafon of if, that bright¬ 
nefs was the caufe of what follows. Compare 2 Tbef i. <?■ Not- 
withflanding God dwelt in the thick darknefs, fuch a glory at¬ 
tended his prefence, as was too great for men to bear. Exod. 
xl. 35. 2 Chron. v. 14. vii. 2. Perhaps, this brightnefs is there¬ 
fore mentioned, to prevent our thinking, that nothing was to be 
perceived but darknefs. The brightnefs was fuch as could burft 
through the thickeft clouds, and make them difeharge hail and fire. 
The them in the laft of thefe verfes, whom he fcattered and difeom¬ 
fited ^ are the ungodly men mentioned ver. 3. or thofe enemies of 
whofe overthrow he treats afterwards in the fong. 

As this and fome other parallel prophecies feem plainly to point 
at the vengeance of God againft the wicked Jews , which need not 
be thought confined to what befel them under the empire of Ve- 
fpafian , it may not be improper, for an illuftration of fome of the 
exprellions, to refer the reader to the account which Ammianus 
Marcellinus , in the beginning of his twenty third book, gives of 
the fignal providence of God in hindering th ejews from rebuilding 
their temple at Jerufalem t when the emperor Julian fet them 
about it, giving order to his officers to affifl them in it, and refolving 
to (pare no coft for the accomplifhing it. When they had fuch in- 
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couragement, that writer thus relates the iflue: ILetucndi globi 
flammarum prope fundament a crebris affultibus erumpentes , fecere 
locum , exuftis aliquot!es operantibus, inacceffum: hocq\ modo ele- 
mento deftinatius repellente , ceffavit inceptum. a Dreadful balls 
<c of fire frequently breaking out about the foundation, rendered 
<c the place inacceilible; feveral of the workmen having been burnt 
tc to death : and by this means the enterprise was laid afide, that 
‘ c element of fire obflinately hindring it.” Such a teftimony from 
an enemy of chriftianity, and a zealous advocate of his mafter Ju¬ 
lian, whom he ferved, is very remarkable, and confirms the accounts 
given by ecclefiaftical writers, whether hiftorians or others, which 
would otherwife be fufpedted. 

Herewith we fhould compare t Pjal. xcvii. 3, 4. A fire goeth be¬ 
fore him , and burneth up bis enemies round about him. His 
lightnings inlightned the World: the earth faw and trembled. 
And remarkable is Ezekiel's account of the cherubim, Chap. i. 4, 
13, 14. Some may think this is fufficient to account for the ex- 
preifions in the pfalm, that an appearance of the Sbechinab is re¬ 
lated, and that the defeription of it is made in the ufual manner. 
But it is manifeft that here fome fore judgment is reprefented as 
attending that appearance : and therefore it feems necefiary to look 
a little farther. Some then may imagine, that the terms by which 
this fore judgment is fet forth, are borrowed from a remarkable 
and well known vengeance, which God had formerly taken, fuch 
for inflance as that which befel the Egyptians , Exod. ix; 23,24. 
Mofes ftreteb'd forth bis rod toward heaven , and the Lord fent 
thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and 
the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. So there was hail, 
and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous. And the rather 
may this judgment feem to be f ingled out, becaufe of the manner 
in which the pfalmift deferibes the execution of it, ‘Pfal. lxxviii. 

47-4 9. He defiroyed their vines with hail, their fycomore- 

trees with froft. He gave up their cattle alfo to the hail, and 
their flocks to hot thunderbolts. He cafl upon them the fierccnefs 
of his anger, wrath and indignation and trouble , by fending evil 
angels among them. Evil angels iudeed, cannot be ifuppofed to 
bear any part in the Sbechinab ; and therefore were there a necef- 
hty of keeping to our tranflation, this place would be here very 
improperly produced. But it is to be obferved, that the expref- 
lion in the Hebrew is, angels of evils , that is, angels who inflated 
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evils and miferics upon the Egyptians ; which may very well be 
fuppofed to be done by angels who were good in themfelves. 

I might wave the making any particular application of the paf. 
fages in the pfalm, to the great event, to which they are fup¬ 
pofed to refer, becaufc the foregoing confiderations may be thought 
fufficient to account for them : but that the accomplifhment may 
appear more exaft and full; I ftiall take notice of what occurs with 
reference to them. 

I find not indeed any exprefs mention of the bail in Jofephus: 
but it may very reafonably be thought included in the paifage 
I have already cited out of him, wherein he relates the dreadful 
ftorm that fell upon them. And if I indeavour to confirm this by 
the prophecy of Ifaiab , I am perfwaded, I Ihall incur cenfure 
only from thofe who are averfe to the allowing almoft any of the 
prophecies of the old teftament to relate to Chrift. The place of 
Jfaiah to which I now refer, is Chap, xxviii. and that it relates 
to Jerufalem is certain from ver. 14. Hear the word of the 
Lord , ye fcornful men that rule this people , which is in Jerufa¬ 
lem. And that the threatning was to be executed after our Sa¬ 
viour’s refurre&ion appears by the way in which it is brought in, 
or by what is joined with it, ter. 16, 17. 'Therefore , thus faith 
the Lord God , 'Behold , I lay in Sion for a foundation , a ftone , 
a tried flone , a precious corner ftone , a fure fomdatim j he that 
believeth Jhall not make hafte [or be ajhamed.'] Judgment 
alfo will I lay to the line , and righteoufnefs to the plummet , 
and the hail Jhall fweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
Jhall overflow the hiding place , ver. 21. For the Lord Jhall rife 
up as in mount Perazim, he Jhall be wroth , as in the valley of 
Gibeon, that he may do his worky his flrange work , and bring 
to pafs his affi> his flrange att. The exprefs mention made in 
this prophecy of the haul, and the comparing the judgment with 
that in the valley of Gibeoiiy lead us to confider the account given 
of what was done there, JoJh. x. 1 x. The Lord cafl down great 
Rones from-heaven upon them [the dmorites~\ unto Azekah, and 
they died ; they were more which died with hailltones, than they 
whom the children of Ifrael flew with the fword. 

But as to the other things we here meet with in the pfalm, 
viz. The brightnejf fmokey firey coals of fire , and the lightnings , 
there feems to be fomewhat remarkable in Jofephus' s account, 
which may be look’d upon as a literal fulfilment. He tells us, 
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Lib. vii. De Hello Jad. c 32. five 13. <c The temple and all the 
w places round about were on fire.” And c. 34. five 13. he brings 
in Titus thus befpeaking the Jews ; “ When I got near to the 
<c temple, I on purpofe negle&ed the laws of war, and ex- 
“ horted you to fpare your own holy things, and to preferve to 

your felves your temple, and gave you liberty to depart, with 
K a promife of fafety ; or if you refolved upon fighting, I gave 
“ you an opportunity for it in another place. You defpifed all 
« thefe things, and with your own hands fet fire to the temple.” 
Again ; It appears that Titus , as he afiured the Jews , was de- 
firous of preferving the temple, whether they would or no, Lib. 
vii. c. ro. five 4. And when his officers urged the neceffity of 
burning it, he declared he would not burn fuch a ftrudfcure, c. 24. 
five 9. Jofephus therefore fpeaks of the burning of it as decreed 
by God, and makes the Jews themfelves the authors and cau- 
fes of it. And when it was actually on fire, Titus ran prefently 
to the temple, to hinder the burning of it, and called and beckoned 
to the foldiers to extinguifh it ; but all was in vain, lb. c . 2 6. 
Many more places are to be met with in Jofephus , to the fame 
purpofe, concerning the burning of the city, as well as the tem¬ 
ple. Nor may it be improper here to mention what he fays, 
c. 31. five r2. <f That a ftar, like a fword, flood over the city, 
(( or a comet continued to appear for a year together ; ” [thefe are 
underftood by forae to be two diftindt things, agreeably to the 
words of Jofephus in our prefent editions; but according to the 
citations or Nicephorus Calliftus , and others, they feem to be the 
fame] <c and that before the revolt of the Jews, and the begin- 
cc ning of the war, when the people were met at the feaft of un- 
<c leavened bread, the 8th of Aprils at nine a dock at night, 
<e there fhined fuch a light about the altar, and the temple, as 
te though it were broad day, and this continued for the fpace of 
“ half an hour.” 

It follows, ver. 15. of the pfalm. Then the chanels of waters 
[or as in Samuel, The chanels of the fea ] were feen , and the 
foundations of the world were difcovered, &c. which is, I ima¬ 
gine, defigned to fet forth a violent tempeft, that fo parts the 
waters, as to give an opportunity of feeing to the bottom of the 
fea. I think there is the more reafon for thus interpreting this 
verfe, becaufe of what our Lord fays in foretelling the deftrudtion 
of Jerufalem, Luke xxi. 2 j. And there Jhall be Jigns in the fun, 
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and in the moon, and in the ftars j and upon earth diftrefs of na¬ 
tions, with perplexity, the lea and the waves roaring. So that 
the words of Chrifl: in the pfalm,. and in the gofpels, agree, reprcv 
fcnting that calamity, as attended with a great confuiion and dis¬ 
order in the courfe of nature. 

I omit to treat particularly- of the following verfes, down to 
the 29th, becaufe, from what has been faid already, the applica¬ 
tion of them all. to our faviour will be ealily made, excepting 
one which I lhall hereafter have occafion to confider as an objection. 

Ver. 29. For by thee I have run through a troop : and by my 
God have I leaped over a wall. From this verfe down to 
the 43d, he feems tome to fpeak particularly of the vengeance 
he took on the wicked Jews, his enemies. That which has 
probably made many the more backward to perceive this, has 
been a perfwafion that fuch expreffions of dependance upon God, 
and the aferibing his victory and fuccefs to God,, well fitted Da¬ 
vid, but were not fuitable to our exalted redeemer. But fuch 
would do well to confider, that this perfectly agrees with the 
feripture account, though it may not with their fyftems. It was 
God the Father who gave him all his power, and fet him far 
above all principality , and power, and might , and dominion , and 
every name that is named, not only in this world,. but in that 
which is to come, and put all things under his feet, and gave 
Mm to be head over all things, to the churchy Epb. i. 21, 22. It 
was he who was to make his enemies his footfiool, Pfal. cx. i. 
and to give him power to fubduc them, ( Pfal ii. 4—8. to omit 
the naming many other places. 

By his running through a troop , I fuppofe is meant his over¬ 
throwing the JewiJh army; but in his leaping over a wall, we 
may well underftand the taking Jerufalem by the Romans, 
A man mull be a ftranger to the llile of the feripture, that fees 
any difficulty in Chrift’s fpeaking of this as his doing, becaufe it 
was done immediately by the Romans. Nothing is commoner 
than to fpeak of a thing as done by him who is the grand director 
and caufe of its being done.. Thus Mat., xxii. 7. When the king 
heard thereof, be was wroth, and fent forth his armies, and 
deftroy’d thoje murderers, and. burnt up their city. Though, 
the armies were the inftruments, yet the king is laid to deltroy 
them, and. burn up their city. The Romans were God’s armies > 
and the executioners of, his vengeance ; and Chrilt being irn- 

powereti! 
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powered by God, may be faid to do what they did in punch¬ 
ing the Jews. And this paflage had a remarkable ful foment at 1 
the taking of Jernfalem. The city was fenced all round with 
three walls, one within another, except where it was fecured by 
deep valleys. Thcfe the Romans were forced to break through, 
though they were ftoutly defended by the Jews. The account' 
of the particulars is too long to be here inferted ;■ but it may 
be feen in Jofepbus , Lib. vi. De Bello Jnd. c. 1 6. live 7. and 
feveral of the following chapters. 

flhall therefore only take notice of a few palfages he has, c. 42, 

43. live c. 16 . “When the rampart round the city was finifhed^ 

“ on the 7th of September , the Romans brought their engines. 

“ Some of the feditious, who now defpaired of the cities being 
“ preferv’d, forfbok the wall, and retired to Jcra , others ox 
“ them got down into jakes, and many of a contrary mind, hin- 
“ dred thofe who brought the battering rams ,- but the Romans 
“ outdid thefe both in numbers and ftrength; and above all, as 
“ they were in good heart, while the others were difpirited and 
“ feeble. But as foon as a breach was made in any part of the 
“ wall, and any of the towers were beat down by the battering 
“ rams, - the defenders prefently fled, and a greater fear than 
“ there was occalion for feized the tyrants, viz. Simon and John: 

“ for before their enemies could mount the breach they were in- 
“ a confrernation, and defirous to flee. — — One may here efpe- 
“ eially difeern the power of God, manifefted againft wicked 
“ men, and the good fortune of the Romans. The tyrants de- 
“ prived themfelves of their belt defences, voluntarily quitting 
“ thofe towers, wherein they could never be taken- by force, but 
“ only by- famine. But the Romans , who had taken fo much 
“ pains about the weaker -walls, now obtained that by fortune^ 

“ which they could not by their engines: For the three towers* 

“ whereof I fpoke before,.were too ftrong for all their-engines r ; 

“ But the tyrants forfaking thefe, or rather being driven out 

“ from them by God, fled to the valley., of Siloami -On the 

tc eighth of September, when Lit us entred the city, and ad- 
“ mired, among other things, the fortifications and towers, he 
“ faid, We have fought with God on our lide ; and it was God, 

“ who withdrew the Jews from thefe-ftrong holds $ fort what 
w could the hands of men or engines do againft thefe e" Which 
words found like a comment upon the words of the pfalm,. ‘By my 
God I have leaped over a wall. ■ When - 
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When in the pfalnij ter. 33. it is faid, He maketh my feet like 
binds feet ; the meaning probably is, that he gives me to be fwift 
and fpcedy in performing my deligns j and when ’tis added, be 
fettetbme upon my high places ; 1 fuppofe the fenfe is, he diflodges 
ray enemies and gives me to poflefs, and according to my plea- 
lure, to dilpofe of thofc places of ftrength and renown, which anci¬ 
ently belonged to me, fuch as Jerufalem. The high places of 
any country in feripture language being the capital cities, or 
thofe fortrelfes, on the ftrength of which they chiefly depended 
for defence and fafety againft their enemies. The high places 
of the Jews , our faviour may be underftood to call his i as he 
had been all along their king and prote&or. 

Ver. 34. He teachetb my bands to war , fo that a bow of 
fleet is broken by my arms. ntPp being commonly at leaft fe¬ 
minine, the reading in the pfalm is to be prefer d to the 

other in Samuel riHji. A learned commentator obferves upon 
this, <c That if ‘David was able to break a bow of fteel, he 
“ muft have been a very ftrong man; otherwife the expreilion 
“ muft be hyperbolical.” But with fubmiflion, it is hardly to be 
thought that the expreilion relates to that matter. The other 
part of the verfe leads us to conlider this, as a thing done in war 
or in battel , and that though we fhould render the 1 barely by 
and , inftead of our fo that. Now it is not to be fuppofed, that 
‘David in battel would try the ftrength of his arms in breaking 
bows: and therefore I take this to be a proverbial kind of fpeech, 
fignifying the defeating of a well armed warrior or hoft. Com¬ 
pare ‘Pfal. xxxvii. 15. xlvi. 9. Jerem. xlix. 3 5. li.56. Hof i. 5. 
ii. 18. Zech.'rx. 10. 1 Sam.'n. 4. 

The LXX. and the Vulg. Latin render it both here, and in 
Samuel , a bow of brafs , or copper , which is the proper fignifi- 
cation of nBMHj and for ought I fee, vve might have kept to 
that rendring. I know fome allege that this metal is too foft for 
the ufe. But the ancients had a way of hardning it, and making 
it fit for fuch ufes. Necellity, the mother of invention, had 
taught them to find out this before iron was in ufe among them. 
So Heftod i Lib. i. Oper. & Dier. vcr. 149. 
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had brafs weapons , £/*<7/x hotfes , they worked with 

brafs , avw there any black iron. And if they could harden 
brafs fo as to make it fit for a fword, fpear, or ax; why might 
they not alfo make bows of it? Nothing is more common in 
Hejiod's Scut. Here, than to fpeak of brazen weapons, and the 
fame is to be met with in Homer. See Iliad . N. ver. 6 it. Qdnfs , 
A. ver. ioo. and many other places. 

Ver. 41. ‘They cried , but there was none to face them : even 
unto the Lord , but he anfwered them not. There can be no doubt 
that this reading is preferable to that in Samuel , They looked , but 
&c. for the Lord’s not anfwering, mentioned in the latter part 
of the verfe, fhows, that fome filch word as crying or calling. 
upon the Lord had been ufed before. But the teafon of my 
taking particular notice of this palfage, is becaufe I think it very 
much confirms the way in which St. ‘Paul underftood the pfalm, 
as relating to Chrift, and fpoken by him. Nor do I fee how we 
can well interpret this concerning David. The verfe is to be 
confidered together with thofe among which it Hands, as relating 
to the enemies whom the fpeaker pursued, overtook , and from 
whom he turned not till they were confirmed, whom he wounded 
that they were not able to rife, and who were fallen under his 
feet , whofe necks God had given to him, that he might deftroy 
them as the haters of him , whom he did beat f mall as the 
dufi before the wind, and whom he cajl out as the dirt in the 
fireets , ver. 37,38, 40, 42. Now to what victory over Da¬ 
vid's enemies can we apply thefe things ? Certainly not to the 
death and overthrow of Saul, which was not accomplifh’d by 
David , but by the Philiflines befides, that was the fubjedt 
of his lamentation, and not of his triumph i nor can this be well ap¬ 
plied to any victory David gained over any of the children of 
Ifrael', who oppofed him, or over fuch as rebelled againft him,, 
becaufe it does not appear, that he ever waged war againft thefe 
with any defign utterly to deftroy them, nor would this have 
been much matter of triumph to fo wife a governor, if he had ac- 
complifhed it, and cut off fo many of his own fubjedts. The on¬ 
ly enemies therefore that are left to be the fubjedt of his trium¬ 
phant fong, muft be the heathen enemies round about him, with 
whom he waged war, and whom he fubdued’: but neither 
can thefe be meant, becaufe it is here fo exprefly faid of thefe 
enemies, that they cried unto the Lord [unto Jehovah] namely,. 
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to fave them ; which unqueftionably cannot be true of the hea¬ 
then nations, with whom he fought, who would in their diftrefs 
call upon their own refpedtive Gods, and not upon Jehovah , to 
fave them. But nothing can be more exatt than this, if we un- 
derftand it as fpoken by Chrift, concerning the wicked Jews , 
whom he deftroyed. The forenefs of the calamity every way 
anfwers to the expreifions here ufed, and efpecially does the cha¬ 
racter of the Jews agree with what is here faid : for fo infatuated 
were they under the moft fearful and tremendous judgments, that 
nothing to the laft could drive them from their confidence in 
God, that he would yet fave them, and preferve their temple. 
..Remarkable is the paflage we have to this purpofe in Jofephus , 
Tib. vii. c. 3 o. five 11. where, after he had related the deftru- 
£tion of about lix thoufand, who had fled to one of the porches 
of the temple, he goes on thus: Ci The caufe of their deftru&ion 
<c was a certain falfe prophet, who had preached to them in the 
“ city that day, that God commanded them to afeend into the 
<c temple, to receive the figns of their deliverance, For many 
falfe prophets were then fuborned by the tyrants to declare to 
<c the people, that they Were to expeCt help from God, that fo 
they might not go over to the Romans , and that hope might 
<c retain thofe who were defperate and ungovernable.” By which 
.account it is evident, that thefe wretches had, at that very time, a 
.ftrong confidence in the Lord, that he would deliver them. 

I am perfw T aded the arguments hitherto ufed from the pfalm 
to fliow, that it is to be underftood, as fpoken in the perfon of 
Chrift, and not of c David i will not eafily be evaded. In the 
laft part of it, from ver. 43. to the end, it is chiefly taken up 
about the heathen ; in which, though there are fome paflages 
which would without violence bear to be applied to T)avid; 
there are others that feem hardly capable of being adapted to the 
hiftcry of him, pr at leaft, they are .not applicable to him, in the 
moft full and abfQlute fenfe in which the expreflions feem to be 
idcd: but there are none that I can perceive have any difficulty, 
when underftood as ufed by Chrift, except it be fuch a difficulty 
as may perhaps arife from the doubtful fenfe of an Hebrew 
word or phrafe. Let us briefly run over fome of them. 

Ver. 43. Thou haji delivered me from the fir icings of the 
people , and thou haft .;made me the head of the heathen: The 
people here feem to be contradiftinguifhed to the heathen , and fo 
a to 
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to import the Jews. And though God had faid, The [word Jball 
never depart from tby bonfe. — ‘Behold , I will raife up evil agaitft 
tbee out of thine own houfe } 2 Sam. xii. 10, 11. and it is manifefh, 
he was not fully delivered from the evil out of his own houfe, and 
from the ftrivings of the people on that occafion, iince he left them 
driving about Jdonijah, ana that ftrife was not fully ended till af¬ 
ter his death, and fo this may be thought not fo well to fuit the 
title of the pfalm, which feems to fpeak of the mod compleat and 
abfolute deliverance from all enemies; yet let it be granted, that 
the expreflion might only relate to feveral deliverances God had 
given him, from the ftrivings of his own people: what lhall we 
then make of the next fentence, thou haft made me the head of the 
heathen, or of the nations ? Does this alfo belong to David in fo 
abfolute and unlimited a fenfe, as the exprelfion leems to carry in 
it? We read indeed of 'David's fubduing fome few of his heathen 
neighbours the < Philiftines t Moabites, the king of Zobab, the <Sy- 
rians, and Edomites: but how inconfiderable were thefe, incom- 
parifon of the vaft number of heathen countries over whom he had 
not the leaft power l It is therefore hardly fuppofable, that for the 
fake of thefe few, he would fpeak of himfelf as made the head of 
the heathen in fo general and abfolute a ftile. But nothing could 
be more proper, than for Chrift to fpeak thus of himfelf, as made 
the head of the heathen , without limitation or exception ; fince he 
has all power in earth given to him, and all things are put under 
his feet, and he is become the head over all things to the church. 
But, perhaps, paflages out of the old teftament will be thought 
by fome to be more pertinent. Who then but Chrift was David's 
Lord, to whom Jehovah faid, Sit thou at my right hand, till I 
make thine enemies thy foot-flool, and who was to judge among tbe 
heathen? Bfal.cn. 1, 6 . This exprelHon of judging among the 
heathen , is taken up by the prophets, Ifa. ii. 4. Mic. iv. 3. com¬ 
pare alfo Ifa. xlix. 6 , 7. And again, Bfal. ii. 8. Jsk of me, and 
1 will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance , and the utter- 
moft parts of the earth for thy pojfeftion. Which paflage, and in¬ 
deed the whole pfalm, all the ancient Jews underftood of the king 
Mefiiah, as David Kimchi who pretends to go another way, is 
forced to confefs. Thefe texts, with many more which might 
eafily be alleged, manifeftly fpeak of Chrilt as the head of the 
heathen, and fo juftify our applying this paflage in the pfalm to him. 
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It follows in the fame verfe, a people whom I have not known 
(kail ferve me. A ftrange expreflion! if fuppofed to be fpoken by 
‘David in his own perfon, at the time when he was juft leaving 
the world, as this fong muft be compofed at that time, according 
to the place in which it is fet in his hiftory, 2 Sam. xxii. But 
what could be more proper language than this, fuppofing it fpoken 
in the perfon of our redeemer ? There feems to be an accuracy in 
this place in the Hebrew, which has been overlooked. It is com¬ 
mon to fpeak of the heathen in the plural number, and to call them 
peoples, whereas here they are fpoken of in the lingular, which 
may refer to the ftatc they fhould be brought into, they being all 
of whatfoever nation joined to God's people, and making one peo¬ 
ple with them, without diftin&ion of Greeks Jew, Scythian, or 
‘ Barbarian: to which purpofe are the words of God, Hof. ii. 23. 
I will fay unto them which were not my people, thou art my people', 
and they Jhall fay, thou art my God. Compare Rom. ix. 2 5. 
1 ‘Pet. ii. 10. And efpecially let this expreflion in the pfalm be 
compared with Ifa. lv. 3 —— 5. which muft certainly belong to 
Chrift. And I will make an- everlafting covenant with yon, even 
the fare mercies of David. Behold, I have given him [David, 
certainly not David the fon of Jefje who was dead long before, 
but Chrift, or the myftical David ] (or a witnefs to the people, 
for a leader and commander to the people. 'Behold, thou [turn¬ 
ing the difcourfe to this David juft mentioned] fhalt call a nation 
that thou knoweft not, and nations that knew not thee Jhall run 
unto, thee, hecanfe of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy one of 
Ifraelj for he hath glorified thee. And is it not reafonable to un- 
derftand the expreflions in the prophet, and in the pfalm, to relate 
to the fame matter ? 

The two next verfes, 44, 45. areobfeure by reafon ofthedoubt- 
fulnefs. of the lignification of fome of the terms. As foon as they 
hear of, me, they Jhall obey me; the Strangers Jhall fubmit them - 
[elves to me. The former claufe according to this fituation in the 
plalm, refers to the people he had not known: but the parts of the 
verfe are tranfpofed in Samuel, and ftand thus, ftrangers Jhall fub¬ 
mit them]elves unto me, as foon as they hear, they Jhall be obedient 
unto me. The difference in that refpett is not material: for the 
ft rangers, or the Jons of theftranger, as our margin literally renders 
the Hebrew, are the fame with the people he faieW not. But there 
is fome doubt of the meaning of the verb or as it is in 
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Samuel ItWDJV whether that Ihould be rendred, Jhali fubmit 
or humble tbenfelves 3 or, according to our margin, Jhali yield 
feigned obedience. If the former rendrjng be prefer’d, the fenfe is, 
the heathens ihall gladly fubjedt themfelves to my government j if 
the latter, the meaning will be, that fuch heathen as care not to 
be fubjedt to me, Ihall diifemble and pretend to fubmit to me, be¬ 
ing ftruck with the terrour of my name. The former fenfe pleafes 
me belt, becaufe it is joined in the fame verfe with obeying him, 
where the word does not imply any diffimulation. Underftanding 
the words thus as fpoken by Chrift, here will be foretold the great 
number of converts or profelytes he Ihouid have from among the 
fons of the ftranger, or of the heathen. Compare Ifa. lvi. 3, 6 3 7. 
This increafe of his fubjedts was not brought about by war and 
bloodflied, but by the bare report made of him, as foon as they 
hear of me 3 or as our margin verbatim renders it, at the hearing 
of the ear. I queftipn whether the hiftory of ‘David will help us to 
account for fuch an application of the words to him. But as the 
word may be taken in the other fenfe, and the next verfe may 
feera to favour it, I don’t lay any great ilrefs upon this palfage. 
It follows ver. 45. 'TheJlrangers Jhali fade away, and be afraid 
out of their clofe places. This verfe, to whomfoever it belongs, 
feems to be more obfcure than any other in the pfalm. See Dr. 
Hammond in loc. and Mr. Le Clerc on 2 Sam. xxii. 4 6. If the 
reading of the pfalm be kept to, and we render it thus, the Jlrangers 
Jhali fade away* and be afraid becaufe of their prifons 3 it may 
be un<Jerftood to carry in it what our Lord fays, Matth. xxiv. 12. 
j Becaufe iniquity {that is perfection ] Jhali abound , the love of many 
Jhali wax cold. 

The reft of the expreffions of the pfalm arc not difficult, and 
therefore I forbear to mention them. I cannot here but obferve 
that they who expound the pfalm of David , are forced to fup- 
pofe it had a farther reference to Chrift. See Dr. Hammond's para- 
phrafe upon the laft verfe. His laft note upon the pfalm deferves 
to be tranfcribed. “ That this laft palfage, fays he , of the pfalm, 
u which is prophetical, and extended beyond the perfon of David, 
,‘ e to his feed for evermore , is to be applied to the Meffias, may be 
“ confirmed from fcveral places of the Chaldee paraphrafe on this 
<c pfalm, efpecially on ver. 29, and 3 2. On the 29th ver* they 
<c have thefe words, becaufe thou Jhalt inlighten the lamp 0/IfraeI, 
“ which is.pvt tout.in the captivity 3 far than art the author of the 
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« Ugbt of Ifrael. The Lord my God Jhall lead me out of darknefs 
“ into lights Jhall make me fee the confolation of the age which' 
« Jhall come to the juftl And on ver. 3 2. Secauje for the miracle 
“ and redemption which thou Jhalt Jhew qrt’tt'D 1 ? to thy Chriji , 

“ and to the r cliques of the people which Jhall remain , all the peo- 
“ pie, nations , and languages Jhall give praifesto thee , &c. And 1 
“ ver. 49. Thou Jhalt refcue me from Gog—by whom the Jews 
“ are wont to defcribe Jntichrift . ” See alfo' Dr. Whitby on Rom. 
xv. 9. I can’t fee why this observation fhould not have led them 
farther, even to apply the whole pfalm to him, as fome of the 
ancients were inclined to do, who to avoid the difficulty arifing 
from the title, imagined that by Saul was there meant the Devih 
But concerning that difficulty I fhall treat prefently. 

I fliall now confider the objections which may be made, againft 
fuch an explication of the pfalm. And, Firji, The 23 d ver. may 
be thought to be a ftrong objection, I was alfo upright before 
him: and I kept my felffrom mine iniquity. Many will be ready 
to fay,, fuch words- can’t be fuppofed to proceed from our re- 1 
deemer, who was free from the leaft inclination, to fin* and there¬ 
fore could not call any iniquity his iniquity. 

Two things may he returned by way of anfwer to this ob¬ 
jection* 

Firji, Suppofing the word to be well rendred from mine 
iniquity , it is not to be underftood as tho’ he had any inclination 
to it, but it is only called his upon'the account of his being 
ftrongly tempted to it. However impoffible it was for Chrift to 
commit iniquity, yet he was capable of being tempted to it. 
Heb. iv. 15. We have not an highprieji which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities: but was in all points tempted 
like as. we are, yet without fin. And-if there is any neceflity of 
underftanding the term ufed in its mod proper fenfe to fignify ini¬ 
quity y we may by comparing Ifa. liii. 9. with St. Refer's citation 
of it, 1 Ret. ii. 22. learn what that iniquity was to which he 
was tempted, and which upon that account he may be thought 
to callhis iniquity. In the prophet the words run thus, He had 
done.no violence , neither was any'deceit in his mouth. The in¬ 
human and barbarous treatment he met with, was a temptation 
to him- to ufe violence in his own defence, and to take immediate 
vengeance on his enemies, which would have been iniquity in him, 
it being contrary to the defign upon which he was fent into’ the 
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world, viz. to fave mens lives’ and not to defiroy them. But 
whatever the temptation was, he did no violence , as the Hebrew 
word DDPr properly fignifies. St. ‘Peter in his citation has fo far 
followed the ]LXX. as to render it <£/utitp 1 la» Jin: but that he un- 
derftood that general term Jin, particularly to refer tothis of ufing 
violence •, is evident by the manner in which he brings in this 
paflage, ver. 20—23. What glory h it , if when ye be buffeted 
for your faults ye Jhall take it patiently 7 but if when ye do welj 
and fiffer for it , yetake/r patiently , this is acceptable with God. 
Tor even hereunto wereye called: becaufe Chrifl alfo fuffered for us 
[viz. patiently, according to what follows] leaving us an example^ 
that ye Jhould follow his fteps: who did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: who when he was reviled, reviled not again'; 
when'he fuffered he threatned not; but committed himfelf to him 
that judgeth right eotifiy. But, 

Secondly , We may folvc this objection by alleging that it is not 
neceflary to make the word here fignify iniquity. That is indeed 
the firft and moft famous fenfe of it, according to its etymology: 
but as the defertand confequenceof iniquity is punifhment, mifery* 
or calamity} fothis word is often ufed to denote barely the effeft,. 
punifhment, or in general any calamity or mifehief. ’Tis rendered 
leveral times by our tranflators to this purpofe, and perhaps ought 
to be more frequently than it is. Thus Gen. iv. 13. My punifl> 
ment is greater than I can bear. 1 Sam. xxviii. 1 0. Js the Lord 
Hveth, there Jhall no punifhment happen to thee for this thing. 

2 Kings vii. 9. If we tarry till the morning light, fime mifehief 
will come upon us. Ifa.lui.6. The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity [furely nothing but the punijhment of the iniquity] of us 
all. And ver. 1 1. He Jhall bear their iniquities, that is the punijfi*- 
ment of them. I will add one paflage more, which 1 take td 1 
be home to my purpofe, it being fpoken in the perfon of Chrifl*. 
The fame perfon who t Pfal. xl. 6 . fays, facrifice and offering thou 
didfl not defire, a body haji thou prepared me, &c. which is ap- 
plied to Chrifl, Heb: x. 5. and indeed cannot be applied to any 
other, I fay, this fame perfon, at ver. 12. of the pfalm, thus in* 
forces his plea, for innumerable evils have compajfed me about> 
mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo that 1 am -not able'to 
look up: they are more than the hairs of my bead, therefore tny 
heart faileth me. Mine iniquities, that is my troubles- or affliUms, 
the fame as evils in the foregoing claufe. If we ugderftand the 
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word thus in Tfal. xviii. 23. the verfe may be nendred, Iwas 
alfo upright before him, that I might be kept from my trouble. 
Or elfe, 1 was alfo upright before him, therefore was I kept from 
my trouble. ‘Therefore [or And~\ the Lord hath recompenfed me 
according to my righteoufnefs. It being the fame copulative 1 in 
both places, it may as well be rendred therefore in err. 23. as it 
is by our tranflators err. 24. If we thus underitand the place, it 
will anfwer to our marginal rendring of Heb. v. 7. Who in the 
days of his fleflj, when he had offered up prayers and fupplica- 
tiotis, with Jirong crying and tears, unto him that was able to 
faze him from deaths and was heard for his piety. I think there¬ 
fore this obje&ion need not prevent our applying the pfalm intirely 
to Chrift. 

Secondly, The only objection that remains needful to be cleared, 
is what is taken from the title of the pfalm ; and that mail be 
owned to carry in it the greateft difficulty of all. It runs thus: 
To the chief mufici an. A pfalm of David the fervant of the Lord, 
who fpake unto the Lord the words of this Jong, in the day that 
the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and 
from the hand of Saul. The title therefore, it may be faid, ex¬ 
prefly attributes the pfalm to David, and that upon fuch a parti¬ 
cular occafion, as may feem peculiarly to fuit him, David fpake 
the words of this fong in the day the Lord delivered him, &c. 
And this may feem very much ftrengthned by the exprefs naming 
of Saul, who was one of David's enemies, and the chief of them 
■while he lived ,• In the day the Lord delivered him from the hand 
of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. And that nothing 
of the ftrength of this objection may be concealed, it is farther to 
be obfervea, that no help is here to be had from the LXX. or 
the Vulg. Latin, they both perfe&ly agreeing with the Hebrew, 
excepting only that the prefent copies of the LXX. .corruptly read 
a for $f. Nor will it here fignify any thing to call in queftiou the 
authority of the titles of the pfalms: for if that fhould be deny’d, 
the difficulty will be ftill the fame, becaufe we have 2 Sam. xxii. 
a preface to the fong which is for fubftance the fame with this 
title. And David fpake unto the Lord the words of this fong, in 
the day that the Lord delivered him out of the hand of all his 
enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. 

Now however ftrpng the objection may feem, yet the ftrain of 
the fong does fo manifeftly fuit our Lord Chrift, that the Syriac 
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interpreters did not flick to attribute it to him. For tho’ in Samuel 
they have the fame preface with the Hebrew, yet the title they give 
to c Pfal. xviii. is, Of David. A thankfgiving, and concerning the 
afeenjion of Chrifl. And the like conviction had feveral of the 
fathers from the nature of the pfalm, tho’ it muft be own’d they 
were forely at a lofs to account for the title. The difficulties are 
two, and arife from the two names here mentioned, ‘David and 
Saul: and Ifhall confider them diflindlly. 

The former of thefe difficulties would not alone be of any great 
ftrength, becaufe it is notorious that Chrifl is frequently called by 
the name of David , in the prophecies of the old teflament. What 
doubt can be made of this, fince it appears that God foretells that 
David itould be the king of Ifrael , by thofe prophets who lived 
a long time after David's death ? Let me mention a few of thefe 
which are too plain to need a comment. Hof. in. 5. Afterward 
Jhallthe children of Ifrael return and feekthe Lord their God, 
and David their king, and Jhall fear the Lord and his goodnefs 
in the latter days. Again: Jerem. xxx. 9. They JJoall ferve the 
Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will raife up 
unto them. Again: Ezek- xxxiv. 23, 24. I will fet up one jhep- 
herd over them , and he jhall feed them, even my fervant David ; 
he Jhall feed them, and he jhall be their Shepherd. And I the 
Lord will be their God, and my fervant David a prince among 
them: I the Lord have fpoken it. Again : Chap, xxxvii. 24, 2j. 
David my fervant jhall be king over them——and my fervant 
David jhall be their prince for ever. It is manifeft thefe 
prophets, who all of them lived feveral ages after David's death, 
muft be underftood to fpeak not of the fon of Jeffe, but of fome 
other king under the name of David. And certainly it will be 
a very odd humour for men to apply their words to any other 
perfon than Chrifl, as tho’ God could not as well foretel by his 
prophets the reign of Chrifl, as of any other king. And parti¬ 
cularly it will be hard to find out any other king befide Chrifl, 
who was foretold by Ezekiel and Jeremiah, who prophefied at 
the time when the regal government expired in Judah. Theft 
texts are all very plain and Full 5 nor can there be much doubt 
about that Ifa. lv. 3, 4. I will make an everlafUng covenant with 
you, even the fure mercies of David. 'Behold I have given him 
[David] for a witnefs to the people, a leader and commander 
to the people. Nor is it at all unreafonable to fuppofe, that the 
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.like language might be ufed by the writers of the pCalms, who 
.were moved by the fame fpirit with thofe prophets. I thus under¬ 
hand Tfal. lxxxix. 20. 1 have found David my fervant: with my 
. bcly oyl I bate anointed him- Let the preceding and following 
. verfcs be compared with i Sam. vii. i Cbron. xvii. 

This then Being the ftile of the prophetick writings, the reafous 
before alleged may well incline us to allow that the name ‘David 
is thus ufed in the title of this pfalm. Nor will that be a ma¬ 
terial objection, as fomc may, perhaps, imagine, that David is 
.here called the fervant of the Lord.: it is fufhcient to refer fuch as 
..need fatisfa&ion in this point, to the places juft now mentioned, 
which unqueftionably relate to Chrift, particularly to Ezek. xxxiv. 
;.2j, 24. xxxvii. 24, 2 j. and to many other places in Ifaiab , 
where God calls him his fervant. 

I.come now to the laft and chief difficulty of all, which arifes 
from the mention made of Saul. And after all that has been faid, 
if our rcndring, which is agreed to by all verfions, be acknow¬ 
ledged to c be juft and true, and there be a neceflity of reading in 
the day the Lord deliver'd him from tbe band of all bis .enemies, 
and from tbe hand of Saul, we muft give up all the reafons that 
can be urged for applying the pfalm to any other than the fon 
of Jeffe. 

But I would obferve to the reader, that the paflage, W'hen thus 
underftood, feems a little odly expreft. Had it been laid, In 
the day tbe Lwd deliver'd him from tbe band of Saul, and from 
tbe hand of all bis enemies , it would have been more agreeable 
to the Jiiftory of the literal David: for Saul was the firft of his 
enemies, and cut off fooneft j whereas one would think, as the 
Words now run, his deliverance out of the hand of all his ene¬ 
mies, was cpmpleated by his deliverance out of the hand of Saul. 
Nor does it appear likely, as has been obferved, that David 
would triumph over his death by fuch a fong. Had he repre- 
fented God as riding upon a cherub and flying, &C. that is, as fo 
illuftrioufly appearing againft Saul, and taking part with the Tbi- 
Ujlines, by whom Saul was overcome, he would have given great¬ 
er occafion to the daughters of tbe Philiftines to rejoice, and to tbe 
daughters of the tmcircumcifed to triumph, than they really 
imagined they had. See 2 Sam. i. 20. 

Thefe things, with what has been obferved concerning feveral 
paflagcs iq the pfalm, make it feem to me very probable, I had 
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ahttoft fa id certain, that we at prefent, as well as all the interpre¬ 
ters we have, read the Hebrew wrong. I am far from incou- 
raging a bold liberty of criticizing upon the faered text: but when 
all difficulties can be removed without the change of one fingle let¬ 
ter of the Hebrew , by only making a light alteration of the points 
affixed to the letters, the original and authority of which points is 
generally now judged by learned men to be human and not divine, 
or-to fay the leaft, their authority is very doubtful, and a miftake 
in tranferibing them is eafily committed ; 1 fay fuch an alteration 
may well be allowed as neceflary. 

1 think therefore we are to read vIM? the grave, inftead of ViNtd 
Saul: and fo the words fliould be render’d. In the day the Lord 
deliver'd him from the hand of all his enemies , and from the hand 
of the grave. Where fuch as have the leaft {mattering of the He- 
brew , fee there is no change or tranfpofition, no infertion or ex- 
cluiion of fo much as one letter. Nor can there be the leaft doubt 
of the propriety of the expreffion: for we meet with the fame, 
c Pfal. lxxxix. 48. Shall he deliver his foul ■jikb' td from the 
hand of the grave , as our tranflators well render it. 

It is eafy to account for this miftake in the pointing the word. 
The ancient fews had no notion of a Melfiah who was to die, be 
buried, and be raifed from the grave ; and they knew for certain 
that the literal David was never delivered from the hand of the 
grave, as they were allured he was from the hand of Saul: and 
therefore no wonder they pointed it fo as to make k fpeak what 
they knew was true, rather than that of which they had no no¬ 
tion at all. And Chriftian interpreters and commentators have 
been too eafily led by them, and taken up with an imagination 
that the pfalm wholly related to T)avid y the fon of fejfe. This 
has been the occafion of their not only overlooking, but really of 
their offering violence to thofe exprellions in the pfalm, which 
might have led them into the true nature and defign of the pfalm, 
which fets forth the perfon fpeaking as in the ftate of the dead, 
as ter. 4, 5. The pains of death compared me. and the floods 
of ungodly men made me afraid. The pains of SltW the grave 
compared me about , and the fnares of death prevented me. W hich 
one would think lhould have directed men to read the grave in 
the title, fince that is mentioned fo particularly in the body of the 
pfalm, rather than Saul y who is not fo much as once mentioned, 
or indeed hinted at therein. But all thefe exprellions which are 
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ftrong enough to defcribe a perfon in the ftate of the dead, and 
fome of which are too ftrong to fignify any thing lefs, muft be un- 
derftood as denoting only fome great diftrefs, as tho’ men were 
afraid to take the words in their eafy and natural fenfe, left they 
fhould be applied to Chrift. 

Add to this, that what I mentioned but now as to the odnefs 
of the placing the exprelKlons, when we read Saul in the title, 
is very eafy and plain this way: for his being delivered from the 
band of the grave> was that which compleated his deliverance 
from the hand or power of all his enemies. 

I hope upon the whole of what has been faid, it will appear 
to all who are not violently prejudiced againft St. that 

there is no reafon to charge him with any weaknefs or want of 
judgment$ in fetching the proof he does from the 49th ver. of 
this pfalm, which is the thing chiefly aimed at in this difler- 
tation. 
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DISSERTAT ION II. 

i 

2 Cor. iv. 13. 

having the fame Spirit of faith, according 
as it is written, 1 believed, and therefore 
have 1 fpokenx we alfo believe, and there - 


I Think I may well reckon this citation out of the old teftament, 
among thofe dark and oblcure ones that need to be farther 
cleared. At leaft I may fay, I have not yet met with any account ■ 
of it that gave me fatisfadtion. Nay, however great a value I 
have for Mr. Locke , as unqueflionably the moft judicious expositor 
who ever wrote upon St. haul's epiftles; yet I muft needs fay 
that he feems to have miiTed the fenfe of his author in this 
place. I fhall therefore here offer another interpretation of it. But 
that the reader may have the more intire view of St. haul's fcope, 

I think it will be proper to tranfcribe his words from <vey. 7. to 
cer. 14. and together with them Mr. Locke's paraphrafe, which 
is a clear explication of them, excepting only the bufinefs of the 
citation, <ver> 13. and what I diflike in that, and would fubftitute 
in the room of it, I fhall then candidly fubmit to the reader’s 
judgment. 
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TEXT. 


B UT yet we, to whom this treafure of' 
knowledge, the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, 
is committed to be propagated in the world, 
are but frail men, that fo the exceeding great 
power that accompanies it, may appear to be 
from Ged, and nor from u$j ft am prefled 
on every fide, but do notflirink; I am per¬ 
plexed, but yet not fo as to defpond; perfe¬ 
cted, but yet not left to fink under it; 
thrown down but not (lain; carrying about 
every where in my body the mortification, 
i, e. a reprefentation of the fufferings of the 
Lord Jefus, that alfo the life of Jefus rifen 
from the-dead may be made manifeft by the 
energy that accompanies my preaching in 
this frail body. For as long as I live I mail 
be expofed to the danger of death for the 
fake of Jefus, that the life of Jefus rifen from 
the dead, may be made manifeft by my 
preaching and fufferings in this mortal flein 
of mine. So that the preaching of the gofpel 
procures fufferings and danger of death to 
me,, blit to you it procures life, i. e. the 
energy of the Spirit of Chrift, whereby he- 
lives in> and gives life.to thofe who believe 
in him. Neverthelefs, tho’ Offering and death- 
accompany the preaching the gofpel, yet 
having the fame fpirit of faith that David' 
had, when he faid, I believe, “ therefore have 
“ 1 fpoken”, I alfo believing therefore fpeak, 
knowing that he who railed up the Lord • 

Jefus, lhall raife me up alfo by Jefus,, and 
lhall prefent me with you to God. 

The only thing I apprehend to be amifs in this paraphrale, is 
what he fays ver. 13. IVe having the fame fpirit of faith that 
David had^ when he faid, Thisfeems harfla and violent. Had 
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B VT we have this- trea- 7 
fure in earthen vefiels,. 
that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and 
not of us. We are troubled 8 
on every fide, yet not dif- 
ftrefled ; <we are perplexed, 
but not ire defpair ^perfe- 9 
cuted, but not forfaken ; caft 
down, but not deftroyed. 
Always bearing about in the 10 
body, the dying of the Lord 
Jefus, that the life alfo of Je¬ 
fus might be made manifeft 
in our body. For we which 11 
live are alway delivered unto 
death for Jefus fake, that 
the life alfo of Jefus might 
be made manifeft in our- 
mortal flefh. So then deathly 
worketh in us,' but life in 
you. We having the fame 1 3 
fpirit.of faith, according as it 
is written, I believed, and 
therefore have I fpoken : we 
alfo believe, and therefore 
fpeak ; knowing, that he *4 
which raifed up the Lord 
Jefus, fhall raife up us alfo- 
by Jefus, and fhall prefent us 
with you. 
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St. 5 Paul in his difcourfe upon this fubjeft made any mention of 
David> the interpretation would have leemed natural enough : 
but that the fame fpirit fhould mean the fame fpirit that David 
had, when not the leaft hint is given of him in the preceding 
context, cannot but be accounted fomewhat unufual and ftrange. 
It appears therefore reafonable to fearch for fome other perfon with 
whom in this- place he compares himfelf. And unlefs I am mueh 
miftaken the whole ftrain of his difcourfe leads us to underftand 
him thus, We having the fame fpirit of faith that Jefus had . 
Nothing can be plainer, than that he is here comparing himfelf 
with Jefus both in his death and life. So ver. io. Always bear¬ 
ing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jefus, that the life 
alfo of Jefus might be made manifejl in our body. And fo again, 
ver, 11. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for 
Jefus fake , that the life alfo of Jefus might be made manifejl■ in 
our mortal fieflo.- And fo again, after he had made his citation, 
he fhows manifeftly that he undcrftood the citation concerning Je¬ 
fus, we alfo believe , and therefore fpeak , knowing that he which 
railed up the Lord Jefus, Jhall raife up us alfo by Jefus. And, 
perhaps,, for this reafon is the name Jefus here fo often repeated^ 
when a pronoun would have ferved, to force us as it were to ob- 
ferve that St c Paul is comparing himfelf with Jefus , and that ac* 
cordingly the citation is to be underftood concerning him. Every 
thing in the difcourfe thus underftood appears eafy, fmooth, and 
coherent j nor can-there be the leaft difficulty, provided we can 
find reafon to believe that the pfalmift in uling thefe words, 
Pfal. cxvi. io. fpake, as in many other pfalms, in the perfon of 
Jefus, and not in his own. 

I am fenfible it is a very difagreeable fubjeft to many, which I 
am now entring upon. ’Tis become almoft common andfalliiona- 
ble to expound away the plaineft prophecies of the old teftament, 
and which the Jews themfelves underftood concerning Chrift, 
and to apply, them to David , or fome other perfon or event ; and 
when a man attempts to apply other parts of the old teftament to 
Chrift, which it may be are more obfeure, and have been generally 
underftood quite another way, he can hardly expeft to efcape the 
utmoft ridicule and contempt. But this fhall not difeourage me 
from offering what appears to me to be truo, and to tend to the 
vindicating the honour of St. Paul in the application he makes of 
the words of the old teftament to our redeemer. 
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I will not deny that the relation of the words here cited, to 
our Saviour, is much more obfcure than that of many others: 
and had not the infpired apoflle by the application he has made 
of it, led us into this interpretation, it might, poflibly, have been 
always over-look’d. But the only qucftion which I would here 
calniiy debate is this, whether now St. 'Paul has given us this 
key, we cannot, abflrafting from his infpiration, confirm his in¬ 
terpretation by fome other good reafons, taken from the place 
whence the quotation is taken. I think we may, and fhall ac¬ 
cordingly here produce them. 

In the general, I fee nothing in the cxvith Pfalm , that is difa- 
greeable to what I apprehend is the nature and defign of it, an 
hymn or fong of praife, wherein the infpired writer perfonates our 
bleffed Saviour, as magnifying God for his refurre&ion, or redemp¬ 
tion from the grave. This general obfervation will be confirmed by 
a brief view of the particular exprefftons, all which from the be¬ 
ginning to the end of the pfalm are to be confider’d as the words 
of C hr iff. 

'I he four firfl verfes are fo parallel to what we meet with in 
the fix firfl: verfes of the xviii. that few who compare them can 
doubt of their relating to the fame event. And indeed after I 
was, upon a careful examination, convinced of the opinion of many 
ancient writers, that Pfal. xviii. related to Chrifl, I foon perceived, 
by comparing the beginning of the two pfalms together, that this 
cxvith as well as the xviiith muft be our Saviour’s fong of praife for 
his refurredtion ; and that too before I took notice of the applica¬ 
tion St. Paul has made of the i oth verfe. 

Concerning Pfal. xviii. I fay nothing here, but refer to what I 
have faid before. All the ufe I now make of it is this, to fhow 
how very much the beginning of this cxvith refembles it. Thus 
ver. i. I levs the Lord, becaufe he bath heard my voice , and my 
[applications. The two firfl verfes of the xviiith exprefs the fame 
thing, and may as a comment teach us how T the Lord had heard 
his voice and fupplications, even by a&ing.for him as his deli¬ 
verer out of his troubles. I will love thee, 0 Ia>rd, my ftrength. 
Pfhe Lord is my rock and my fort refs, and my deliverer: my God , 
my ftrength , in whom I will trnft, my buckler , and the horn of my 
falvation, and my high tower . The next verfe in each pfalm 
is a declaration of his refolution to call upon the Lord, Pfal. cxvi. 
2 . ftecanfe he hath inclined bis ear unto me, therefore will I call 

upon 
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upon him as hug as Hive. Pfal. xviii. 3. I will call upon the 
JjOfd , who is worthy to he praifed: fo ft: all I he javed from 
mine enemies. The two next verfes of the cxvith exa&ly 
anfwer to the three next of the xviiith, and in both the 
pfalms defcribe the perfon fpoken of as in the ftate of the dead, 
and praying for deliverance, cxvi. 3, 4. The forrows of death 
compajfed me, and the pains of hell [or the grave] gat 
hold upon me: I found trouble and forrow. Then called I upon 
the name of the Lord; 0 Lord , Ihefeech thee , deliver my foul. 
In like manner, xviii. 4— 6. The forrows of death compajfed me, 
and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. The forrows of 
hell [or the grave] compajfed me about: the fuares of death pre¬ 
vented me. In my diftrefs I called upon the Lord , and cried unto 
my God: he heard my voice out of his temple , and my cry came 
before him into his ears. And here the pfalmift mentions what he 
had not before in Pfal. xviii. that his deliverance was in anfwer to 
his prayer: but this is omitted in the parallel verfes of the cxvith, 
becaufe it had been before exprefly mentioned in ver. 1, 2. Every 
one fees how exa<ft and proper the terms made ufe of in both 
pfalms are, when underftood as utter’d by our Saviour concerning 
his own cafe: and why then may they not as well be taken in 
their ftribt and proper fenfe, as by the help of rhetorical figures 
be applied to any other perfon ? Nor can any thing be more pro¬ 
per and ftridtly true than what we meet with Pfal. cxvi. 8. 
when thus underftood, as fpoken by our raifed redeemer, Thou 
haft deliver’d my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my 
feet from falling. Compare Pfal. xvi. 9 — 11. 

The fenfe or ver. 9. is, I acknowledge, dubious, I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the living. It would be harfh to 
fuppofe that the heavenly regions into which our Lord afeended, 
fhould be here called the land of the living ; and it would not be 
much more fatisfa&ory to explain this merely of the fhort time of 
40 days between his refurre&ion and afeenfion. Whether we 
render it with our tranflators, I will walk before the Lord in the 
land of the living , or with the Vulg. Latin, I will pleafe the Lord, 
or as the LXX. I will pleafe before the Lord, it will not feem 
lo well to fuit the application St. ‘Paul makes of the next verfe of 
the pfalm. But I think this difficulty may be removed, and the 
pfalmift’s words be explained very agreeably to St. Paul's fenfe of 
the pfalm, by obferving in what manner the word is tiled 
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clfewhere • as particularly Lev. xxvi. n, 12. And Twill fa iry 
tabernacle among ft yon: and my foul Jhall not abhor you. And / 
will walk among yoa y and'Will be your Qod y and ye Jhall be my 
people y which place is cited by St. ‘Paul, 2 Ccr. vi.16. Accord- 
ing to this fenfe, the gracious prefence of Chrift with men on earth, 
and his converiing with them will beherefpoken of. And to this 
many places of the new teftament do perfectly agree. Matth. 
xviii. 20. Where two or three are gathered together in my name , 
there am I in the midft of them, xxviii. 20. Lo y l am with you 
alway even unto the end o f the world. And very pertinent is that 
exprdTion which is ufed concerning him, Rev. ii. i. What he walk- 
eth in the midjt of the feven golden candleflicks. .1 think this in¬ 
terpretation receives Tome confirmation from the expreffion in the 
lands of the livings it being plurally exprefs’d in the Hebrew , 
which is peculiar to this place, there being no other place, where 
the land of the living , tho’ feveral times mentioned, is thus fpoken 
of. And fince it is probable there was fome peculiar reafon for 
varying the phrafe in this one place, which differs from all others, 
perhaps a better reafon will hardly offer than this, that Chrift's 
regards would not henceforth be confined to the land of Ifrael, 
but extend to the many lands or countries of the heathens. Nor 
can there be any difficulty in our Saviour’s faying he would 
thus walk before the Lord: for this is agreeable to what we meet 
with elfewhere, particularly *Pfal. xvi. S. I have fet the Lord al¬ 
ways before me: becanfe he is at my right hand, I Jhall not be 
moved. 

The connexion of the next verfe is very good when this is thus 
underftood, I believed , therefore have 1 fpoken ,• That is, u I firmly 
“ trlifted in God that he would raife me from the dead, that I 
“ might thus glorify him by making him known to the world, 
<c and therefore I was not deterred from boldly preaching that 
“ do&rine which I faw would inrage men againft me, and caufe 
■ tc them to put me to death,” 

Nothing could more exactly fuit the apoftle’s defign, than this 
citation thus underftood concerning Jefus, there being fo much 
refemblance in the cafes here compared together. And it is as 
-tho’ he had faid, fi Jefus believed, that God would raife him from 
“ the dead, and therefore in fpite of that death which he law 
•“ would be the confequence, he freely fpoke and publilh'd .the 
“ errand upon which .God fent him^ 1 his apoftle, have the fame 
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44 -fptr't of faith with Jefus, and therefore tho’ I am always deli- 
M vercd unto death, and bear about in my body a refemblance of 
“ the ueath of jefus, yet I fpeak freely and publifh the gofpel, 
cf being well allured that he, who raifed lip the Lord Jefus, fhall 
c ‘ alfo raife me up by Jefus. 

There feems not to be any room for an objc&ion again!! this 
fenfe of the pfalm from the next verfe, I [aid in my hafte , all men 
are liars , provided it be render’d, as I think it ought to be, I 
faid in my fright , or my tremblings namely, when 1 was greatly 
affliUeds and in the utmoft diftrefs, dll men are liars; and thus 
the LXX. have rendred this word both here and Pfal. xxxi. 2 2. 
sv T>j ix.;xcm y.vj. Never had any one more juft caufe to complain 
in this manner than our Saviour had at that time, when he was 
perfecuted by his own people, when the rulers fo eagerly thirfted 
after his blood, when he was betrayed by one of his difciples, de¬ 
nied very bafely by another, and cowardly forfaken by them all. 
He had then caufe to complain of all men, that they were falfe, 
treacherous, and deceitful, and that no trull or confidence was to 
be placed in any of them. 

As to the expreffions wherein the perfon fpeaking in the pfalm 
fets forth his gratitude and thankfgivings to God, they may be 
compared with Pfal. xvi. 7, 9. which pfalm St. Peter has not only 
applied, but unqueftionably proved to belong to Chrift. dUs ii. 

25-31. Ana what he fays concerning paying his vows, ver. 

14, 18, 1 9. is parallel to what he fays Pfal. xxii. 22, 25. which 
pfalm appears evidently to be fpoken in the perfon of Chrift, as 
from other palfages, io efpecially from thofe, they pierced my 
hands and my feet , ver. 1 6. and they part my garments among 
them , and cafl lots upon my veftures ver. 18. which are literally 
true of Chrift, but not of 'David: the expreftions, I fay, to this 
purpofe, in Pfal. cxvi. are fo parallel, that I think I need not to 
detain the reader by faying any thing concerning them. 

I fhall therefore only take notice of one paflage more, which may 
feem to carry any difficulty in it according to this interpretation ; 
and that is Pfal. cxvi. 1 6. Oh Lord , truly lam thy fervant , I am 
thy fervant , and the fon of thy handmaid : thou haft loc/ed my bonds. 
If the pfalm be underftood of our Saviour, it may feem ftrange 
that he fhould fetch a plea from his mother. However agreeable 
this might be thought by the papifts, who attribute fo much to 
the virgin Mary t yet proteftants will naturally think that the only 
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plea the relation would afford, would be to the mother, and not 
to the fon. But then on the other hand, if we fhould fuppofe 
the pfalm uttered not in the perfon of Jefus, but of ‘David, it 
may feem as ftrange, if David's mother was a woman of fo ex¬ 
traordinary piety, as that David could thus draw a plea from her, 
that we fhould never have the leaft mention made of her in any 
part of the facred hiftory, excepting this place, and Pfal. lxxxvi. 

1 6. in which pfalm there is fomewhat parallel to this: for there 
the pfalmift fpeaks of God’s delivering bis foul from the lowejl 
hell [or grave] ver- 13. which together with fome other pafTages 
may incline us to underhand both pfalras to relate to the fame 
fubjett. 

I am fenfible of the ufe fome have made of this exprefCon, 
the fon of thy handmaid , as confirming the account of our Sa¬ 
viour’s birth in the gofpel, that tho’ he had a mother, yet he had 
no immediate earthly father, but was born of a virgin. Such 
cannot be difpleafed with me, that I interpret the pfalm, as be¬ 
longing to Chrift, lince they themfelves do in the general agree 
with me. And if they interpret it thus, cs I am the fon of thy 
c< handmaid, having no earthly father, ” there is fomewhat in it 
that renders it lefs difagreeable. But if I may fpeak my mind 
freely, 1 fufpedt the fenfe of the expreflion has been univerfally 
miftaken in both pfalms j and that without changing fo much as 
one letter, but only the found which the Jews have by their 
points given to the letters, we fhould read the fon ^98 of thy 
truth , inftead of the fon of thy handmaid : and the mean¬ 
ing then will be in the place under confideration, “ I am thy true 
<c and faithful fon j ” as the LXX. in Dxod. xviii. 2t. have rendred 
1 HDK ’tMK by pety S' wcai'ag juft men: and fo Zech. viii. 3. jnQNii 

”i’P is tranflated by them tbAi? aAnOu'f, the true or faithful city. 
Or elfe, (< I am thy fon in whom thy truth and faithfulneft has ap- 
<c peared in begetting me, and railing me from the dead, and lb 
<c making me by this new life thy fon.” Gomp. ‘Pfal. ii. 7. Rom. 
i. 4. And this fenfe feems to me confirmed by what he immedi¬ 
ately adds, Dhoti hajl loofed my bonds .; which feems to lead us 
to conlidcr him as fpeaking of himfelf as his fon upon his looling 
the pains of death, and railing him from the dead. I readily fub- 
mit the whole to the judgment of fuch as diligently and impar¬ 
tially fearch the holy feriptures. 
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DISSERTATION III. 

John xiii. 18 ^ r 9 . 

1 /peak not of you all ; 7 tow w7o># / tofc 
chofen : to ?to fcripture may be ful¬ 
filled , He that eateth bread with rite, hath 
lift up his heel againft me. Now I tell you 
before it come , that when 9 tis come to pafs , 
ye may believe that I am he. 


I T has been thought as hard to account for the citation we 
have in this place, as for almoft any of the reft in the gofpels 
and epiftles, fome of which muft be own’d to be confiderably ob- 
fcure. And as the enemies of chriftianity have been apt to triumph 
in the argument they urge from the citation before us, fo its moft 
hearty friends can’t but acknowledge that they talk much more 
plaulibly upon this, than upon many other occafions. We have 
the more re'afon to indeavour to clear and juftify this paflage, 
becaufe the honour of our Lord is immediately concern’d, the ap¬ 
plication of the words of the pfalmift being made by himfelf, 
and not by the evangelift as his hiftorian. And above all others 
they muft be obliged very carefully to confider this, who make 
a wide diftin&ion between the citations that are introduced in this 
manner, this was done that the fcripture might be fulfilled ’, 
and thofe which are only brought in thus, then was fulfilled , al¬ 
lowing that texts may be and frequently are alleged in this latter 
manner only by way of accommodation, but infilling upon it that 
in the former cafe the palfages cited muft have been direct pro- 
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phecies of that very event to which they are applied, and of 
that only. I muft frankly own this to have been a long time 
my perfuafion j nor have I yet feen caufe to receed from it. This 
has led me more clofely to fearch into the meaning of this dif* 
courfe of our Saviour; and by the fatisfadtion I have gained, I 
am the more confirmed in the truth and' juftice of my perfuafion 
in general. 

The difficulty here arifes from the citation’s being taken out 
of Pfal. xli. And indeed no man can read that pfalm with any 
care and attention, but he mull perceive that it can't relate to the 
Meffiah at all. The 4th verfe of the pfalm is a clear proof of 
this, which ever way you render it: 1 faid, Lordbe merciful 
unto me , heal my foul , for [or tho' Heb. o], I have finned 
againfl thee. Which words can never be fuppofed to be ut¬ 
tered by Chrift, .or by any infpired author afluming his perfon, 
and fpeaking in his name, who did no Jin, and in whofe ■ mouth 
no guile was found. 1 Pet. ii. 22. Nor are the 7th and 8th 
verfes of the pfalm very likely to belong to. Chrift, or to have 
been utter’d by him: JU that hate me whifier together againjl 
me: againjl me do they devifi my hurt. Jn evil difeafe, fay they , 
cleai'etb fafl unto him: ana now that he lieth , he Jhall rife up 
no more. Upon which follows the paflage cited by our Lord: Tea, 
mine own familiar friend, in whom Itrujled, which did eat of 
my bread, hath lift up his heel againjl me. Nor is there any 
other paflage in the whole pfalm that fhouid incline one to ful- 
pedt that the ufage our Saviour met with, and particularly by 
reafon of the treachery of Judas, was at all pointed.at in it. 

This difficulty has appeared fo great to fome who were heartily 
defirous of folving it, that they have concluded there was no 
other way to do it, but by denying that our Saviour cites the 
xlift pfalm; and therefore they have indeavoured to fetch the 

paflage from Pfal. lv. 12-14. But the interpretation they 

offer is manifeftly forced and violent: and tho’ there be in that 
place fome what to the fame purpofe with what we have in our 
Lord s citation, yet neither the words themfelves, nor the man¬ 
ner and turn of the expreflions are there to He met' with, as they 
are l Pfal. xli. 9. And I hope to be able to fhow that there is no 
need to have recourfe to fiich a harfh and ftrained account as 
they give us. 
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To fet our Lord’s difcourfe in the clearer light, it will be proper 
to take notice of the occafion of it, by which it will appear to 
what it refers. Our Saviour then well knowing that his death 
was near at hand, that he might not only by his dcxftrine, but 
by his own example, teach his difciples to be ready to perform 
the meaneft offices of kindnefs and love towards each other, would 
wafli their feet, ver. 4, 5. iVeter^ when he came to him* with this- 
defign, was afliamed to admit fuch a condtefcenfion in his Lord 
and .Mafter towards himfelf ; and therefore fpeaks firft inaTur- 
prize, ver. 6. Lord^ doji thou wajh my feet ? and afterwards very; 
peremptorily, ver. 8. Thou Jhalt never wajh my feet. Our Lord 
hereupon replies, If I wajh thee not , thou haji no part with me.' 
This might be taken literally, it being rteceffary that the difciple 
who would continue in that'relation to his mafter, fliould ac-- 
quiefce in his will when clearly and exprefly declared. But it ' 
feems more natural and cafy to underftand the words in a myfticaT 
and fpiritual fenfe: “ unlefs I, the Meffiah, purify thee and make" 
**■ thee throughly clean, thou haft no part in me”. In this fenfe if 
appears ‘Peter underftood him, fince he anfVvers, ver. 9. Lord i 
not my feet only , but alfo my hands and my head. And we may' 
reafonably think that he underftood Chrift according to his true • 
defign, fince he finds not the leaft fault with him in this refpeft, 
when he makes him that reply, at r. ro. He that' is wafhed^ 
needeth not fave to wajh‘ his feet.- Which being taken in the 
myftical fenfe, is to be thus underftood': tc That a perfon being' 
“ once wafhed or cleanfed by Chrift, does not need to have 
<c that through wafhing often repeated, but only to be cleanfed; 
K from time to time from that guilt or filth which he occa- 
* fionally contra&sin his converfetion, which can’t be expected 
“ to be wholly free from fin, as long as he lives in the world.” 
This is very fitly refembled by wajhing the feet , which were apt 
to be filthy and dufty in thofe hot countries, wherein they moftly 7 
Hfed fandals: whence it was ufual with them to wafli their feet i 
and it was* reckon’d a piece of common civility to'their friends 
or guefts at their coming to them, to offer them water to wafli 
their feet; and therefore our Lord complained of the incivility o£- 
Simon the Pharifee , Luke vii. 44. Ientred into thine hottfe , thou- 
gavcji me no water for my feet. Such an one as was thus wajhed 
by Chrift, was, as he adds, clean every whit [his whole perfon■> 
was clean, xa. 5 z£s o'Ao?} dnd y fays he, -ye are clean [ye my > 
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<li£ciples generally, ami the 'far greater part Of you, viz, - eleven 
in twelve, are clean] l?ut not all [one is to be excepted.] To this 
purpole St. John explains his words, ver, ii.For he Hew who 
Jhould betray Mm ■, therefore /'aid he, ye are not all clean. That 
'is Judas Ifcarioti who was now prefent with hi©!, was not dean: 
which farther fhows our Lord' is to be underflood in a fpiritual 
and not in a literal fenfe. 

The more notice has been taken of this, becaufe the firft words 
of ver. 18. I [peak not of you all, are commonly, and I think 
juftly underftoed to refer to that paifagej ye afe clean, but not alh 
, There is indeed but one pafiage befido this, to which thefe 
words can refer, and that is ver. 17. If ye blow thefe things, happy 
are ye if ye do them. And then our Lord muft be underftood to 
mean, I don't fay of you all , that you are happy. But this inter¬ 
pretation does not feem at all agreeable: for as the fpeech is only 
conditional, our Lord might as truly have ufed it concerning Judas, 
as any of the reft of his difciples; iince he would have been happy , 
if knowing thefe things he had alfo done them. I conclude there¬ 
fore that when our Lord fays, I fpeak not of you all, he means 
that he did not fpeak of them all when he faid, ye are not all 
clean. 

The next words are, I know whom I have chofen, i. e. <c I know 
“ the difpofition and temper of every one of you, and can diftin* 
<c guifh between the ftneere and the hypocritical. I know who 
t( deferves to be, and accordingly is, approved by me.” This I 
look upon as an interjected .claUfe j which is to be omitted in fix* 
ing the connexion of the difeourfe, which therefore muft Hand 
thus. I fpeak not of you all, but that the feripture Jhould be ful¬ 
filled, he that eateth bread with ms, hath lift up bis heel 
againjl me. , 

The greateft ftrength of the objection lies in the word (W that 
which is here ufed. O'j niifj ymvlthv aAA* "vs. ri ygjcpi) 

■nMevSy.. Now let it be fuppofed, as I think it has been univer- 
fally by commentators, that the fenfe is compleated, and the fen- 
tence intirely finilhed in the eighteenth verfe ,- it will then be plain 
that there muft be an ellipjis in! the words, which it. will be ne- 
ceiTary for us to fupply. , • .• ", .. v, 

I don’t find that others have made any general observation con* 
corning this: but it feems to me that the exprellion is frequently 
elliptical, when we meet with thefe words a’AA’ »W, I fhall 
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mention fome inftarices, and ’tis likely the careful reader of the 
fcriptures may obferve many more, Mark xiv. 48, 4 9. Jefus an¬ 
swer'd and / aid unto them , are ye come out as again ft a thief 3 
with f words and with fla<ves to take me ? I was daily with you 
in the temple , teachings and ye took me not: dxN IW 
di yggt,t<zt, but that the fcriptures muft be fulfilled. Where our 
tranflation leaves out that 3 as tho’ it were not in the origi¬ 
nal. But there can be no reafonable doubt that the place is ellipti¬ 
cal, fince St. Matthew fpeaking of the fame thing, has taught us 
how we are to fillup the fenfe, Matth.wx.vi. 56. ‘But all this 
was done , that the fcriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 

It will very probably be objected, that this ellipfis inftead of 
removing will rather fix and increafe the difficulty: for in cafe 
we fupply the ellipfis in like manner here, then the paflage in 
the pfalm muft be a direct prophecy of this very event, and this 
came to pafs that that might be 'fulfilled which was there 
foretold. 

Butin anfwer to that let it be obferved, 1. That that text is 
only alleged to fhow that an ellipfis in general is commonly to be 
fuppofed when thofe words iW are ufed, arid not that, the 
ellipfis is always to be filled up the fame way. And, 2. That 
this place will not admit that the ellipfis fhould here be fupplied 
the fame way. Had it indeed been laid before, as ’tis afterwards, , 
cer. 21. One of you floall betray me 3 the fenfe might have been 
well enough compleated this way; But this fioall be done 3 that 
the firipture may be fulfilled. But this is not the cafe. All that 
goes before, is, that Chrift fpake not of all his difciples, when he 
fiid, ye are not all clean: hut Judas's ai.1: in betraying him, had 
not yet been mention’d by him, tho’ it had by the evangelift in 
commenting upon his words, ver. ix. Nowit can’t be thought 
that our Saviour meant that his speaking thus of his difciplesi that- 
they were not all clean 3 was the fulfilment of the-pfalraift’s words,, 
even upon the fuppofition of their being prophetical. ’Tis fome 
faU that muft be fuppofed to be here refer’d to, and not our 
Saviour’s fpeaking of a faft, unlefs his fpeaking of it be confider’d 
as neccffarily caufing that fadl. 

Let me add a few more paffages of this nature, which flxaii 
be all taken out of the writings of St. John. 

John i. 8 . He [ John the baptift] was not that light 3 « aa' iW 
/jLadl'jsfon) but that he might bear witnefs of that light. Where 
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our tranflators have filled up the fenfe from ver. 6. IBut was fcnt 
to betir witnefs of that light ; as they might likewife from ver. 7. 
.flat lie came that he might bear.witnefs of that light. 

Again, John ix. 3. Neither hath this man filin'a, nor his pa- 
rents, «aa’ I'vx but [this is done, or he is born blind] that the 
works of God Jhould he made manifeft in him. 

Again, John xiv. .30, 31. Hereafter I will not talk much with 
you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
me ; a A A’ i'r* but [he is permitted thus to come] that the world 
may know that 1 love the Father, and as the Father gave me 
commandment, even fo I do. 

Again, John xv. 24, 25. But now have they hated both me 
and my Father ; a A A’ iW but [as our own tranflators are forced 
to fill up the fenfe, ‘This cometh to pafs ] that it might be ful¬ 
filled that is written in their law, they hated me without a 
canfe. 

Again, John xviii. 28. They themfelves went not into the 
judgment hall, left they fhotdd be defiled, «AA‘ iW but that they 
might eat the pajfover,; i. e. but they ft aid without, that not be¬ 
ing defiled, they might eat the paffover. 

Finally: 1 John ii. 1 $. They went out from us, but they were 
not all of us: for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with its > a A A’ IW but Sjhey went out from us, as our 
tranflation very juftly fills up the fenfe] that they might be made 
manifeft that they were not all of us. 

And now after fo many plain inftances of an cllipfis , when 
thefe two particles are ufed together, certainly it can’t feetn un¬ 
reasonable to fuppofe that fomewhat of the like nature is to be 
met with in this place. And accordingly I now proceed to ac¬ 
count for it. And here, 

Firft, I fhall offer what may be faid upon the fuppofition of 
the eighteenth verfe’s containing alone an intire fenfe. And there 
are two ways which may then be taken to folve the difficulty. 
(1.) The fenfe may be filled up from the two preceding claufes, 
the latter not being then confider’d as a parenthefis, or interjected 
daufe, which does not affeCt the connexion between what goes 
before, and what follows after it j which is what was before 
fuppofed. And then the fenfe may ftand thus: “ I fpeak not of 
“ you all ; I know whom I have chofen: but [I fpeak of one 
“ of you] that [you .may know] that fcripture is fulfilled 
2 “ [or 
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*< [or verified in me] He that eateth bread with me, bath lift 
“ up his heel againft me. Or, (2.) We may underftand ha that 
to be here ufed for when, as it often is in St. John s writings. 
Thus John xvi. 2. Tea the time cometh, that [i. e. when] who- 
foever killeth you will think that he doth God Jervice: which Dr. 
Mills tells us Eufebius cites thus, EA«W?at iv which 
mud I fuppofe be by way of comment or explication of thofe 
words E^vfc7«i IV«, finceno copy favours that readings and fo 
it fliows us how he underftood the word ha in that place. Again 
ter. 32. Heboid the hour cometh, yea, is new come , that [i. e. 
when] ye Jhall be fcattered every man to bis own home. Compare 
alfo John xii. 23. xiii. 1. xv. 8, 13. 3 Epiftie John 4. And here 
it may be remarked that the Syriac tranflation, tho’ in rendring 
thofe phrafes E^s7ai Spec on, John iv. 21. v. 2 j. and Epyfilai Saj. 
Ivy, John v. 28. it ufes the word’DDK which properly fignifies 
when; yet John iv. 21. it renders on only by the particles which 
is the way in which it renders ha in the fame cafe, as John xii. 
23. xiii. 1. xvi. 2. Should we take ha thus, the fenfe will be, 
“ I fpeak not of you all, but of one, when that feripture fliall be 
cc verified in me, He that eateth bread with me, (jc. But, 
Secondly # That which beft pleafes me is the account I now 
offer, wherein I fuppofe that the fenfe is not compleatly finiflied in 
ver. 18. but that v. 19. is to be added to it in order to our having 
a full view of our Lord’s meaning. If I miftake not, there is a 
anyyyeii or mifplacing in the order of the words as they now 
ftand, by reafon whereof thefe two verfes feem to contain each 
of them a diftintt fentence, tho’ really they together make up 
but one. I would therefore fuppofe the words to ftand in this 
order: Ou mg) 7rdvlvv v/a&v \ty& (JyS oi 5 ' a £<; l^eAs^at /am) a A A’ ha 
[oTav] fiyepcfri 7rAn O rgjyuiv /utr i/uS rov a,T v htyciv itr i/jul 
7nv Trltpvav d’JlS, die aft Myu> u/juv irgp rS yivt&at, ha orav yiwhai, 

rnrtvanlt on lyol h/a 1. That is, l [peak not of yon all (I know whom 
I have cbofen) but that [when] that feripture Jhall be fulfilled, 
be that eateth bread with me, hath lift up his heel againfi me, 
I now fpeak to you [all] before it is done, that when ’ tis done, 
ye may believe that I am he, viz. the MeiTiah. Where the reader 
is to obferve, that I join the but in fenfe with, I now fpeak 
to you : and the epanalepfis in My® and Alyu>, feems to lead to 
this •, and efpecially fince there is no <&' in the 1 pth verfe, and it 
is not faid Air aft St Myv vjah, for which no better reafon can I 
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think be given, but that it was before exprefs’d by a?Aa of tho 
fame importance. Again I fupply cW after Ita in tne 18th verfe, 
from the 19th verfe, where i'vct raw occurs. And in fuch abrupt 
fpecches ’tis not unufual to fupply the defeat of one claufe from a - 
nother that follows it, repeating only fomewhat of it. See Epb. 
ii. 1, 5. and more efpecially may this be allowed when the lat¬ 
ter claule is explicatory of the former. This then I take to be the 
true fenfe of the place. tc I (peak not of you all, when I fay ye 
“ are not all clean (I know whom I have chofen) but I now 
<c fpeak to you all before the thing is come to pafs, that fo when 
“ it is come to pafs, and you fee that fcripture verified in me, 
<c Re that eateth bread with me, hath lift up his heel againft me, 
<c you may then be fully convinced that I am indeed the Mefliah: 
<c not becaufe thofe words were really prophetical of this event, 

but becaufe I now foretell it you. 

Such kind of trajedtions and mifplacings of words are to be 
met with in good authors ; and however they are apt to create an 
obfcurity, yet they are thought to carry a beauty in them. I think 
I could offer feveral examples of this nature: but I fhall choofe 
only one, which is fo very plain that hardly any doubt is made 
of it. sillS x. 36—38. Tov Adypi' qv «7ri$«iA6 Tof? Iagah\ 
iuctyyiPt^ojuivot; ti^Hvnv b'tcz InaS X?t$& (oSloo i$i yravlcev Kv&iof) Y y-ilq 
to yivifxivov fry-a. xctS' , oA«c tk? IttS'a/a?, a^d/utvov dyro 7 tig 
raAiAaia-s, fj-ild. to ddirliajua. o’ bcreuZiv Yocdvirq’ IraSv t$v did Na^a^r, 

a? fyfurtr dvlov 0 0eo? oivttl/uLctU dym it) fruvd/ut&t. There is no verb 
<ver. 3 6. to govern tov Adyov, and to fupply that defedt there is a 
neceifity of fetching Cytefc uha-n from <ver» 37. altho’ there another 
accufative cafe follows it. Our own tranflators were forced to 


take it the fame way: The word which Godfent unto the children 
of Ifrael, preaching peace by Jefus Chrijl (Joe is Lord of all) that 
word y I fay, you know. And why may we not as well fupply 
John xiii, 18. from ver> 19. efpecially lince the epanalepfis is in 
this cafe more obvious, than in the AUsy where rov hoyov is 
changed into to piy,a .: which yet is frequent in good authors, when 
they make fuch repetitions, as we have an inftance in CicerOy 
Hoc premendum etiam atque etiam ejl argumentum , confirmato 
illo, de quOy Ji mortales animi funt, dubitare non pojfumusy quin 
tantus inter it us in morte Jity ut ne minima quidem fufpicio fenfus 
relinquatur: hoc igitur probe ftabilito & fixo, illud excutiendum 
efiy utfciatur, quid fit car ere , (jrc. There is yet another tranf- 
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pofition in that place, ver. 38. Inanv vlv a-m Na^a^er, tyg/aw avllv 
xA. How God anointed Jefus of Nazareth, &c. But the tranfpo/I- 
tion will be Itill greater in cafe we fuppofe d^djuivov cier. 37. to 
agree with IneSv, and not with piju.a. Nor is this unreafonable, 
confidering the ufe St. Luke makes of that word concerning Chrift, 
Atts i. 1, a** Luke iii. 23. xxiii. 5. Comparealfo Matth. iv. 17. 
And if we admit this conftruttion which is perhaps the moft na¬ 
tural, the fenfe will ftand thus: How God with the holy Gbofi 
and with power anointed Jefus of Nazareth, who began from Ga¬ 
lilee, after the baptifm which John preached. 

Of this fchema or figura in fententiis IJidorns Hifpal. gives us 
an example from Virgil. Lib. 1. c. 35. Trolepfis eft prafumptio, 
ubi ea, qua fequi debent , anteponuntur: ut, Interea reges ingenti 
mole, Latinus debuit enim Jic dicere: Interea reges ingenti 
mole, &Jlatim adjicere quod feqnitur, Procedunt caftris: deinde 
dicere, Latinus &c. fed faLta eft pro ornamento prafumptio rei, 
qui fequi debuere reges interpofiti funt in feptem verfibus, & 
pojtea additum eft, Procedunt caftris. Inde prafumptio , quia an - 
tepofita funt qua fequi debuere. The paflage he refers to is in 
Virgil. ALneia. lib. xii. tier. 161. which I fhall tranferibe. 

Interea ’reges ingenti mole Latinus 
Quadrijugo vehitur curru, cui tempora circum 
Aurati bis fex radii fulgentia cingunt, 

Solis avi fpecimen Ligis it Tumus in albis, 

'Lina manu lato crifpans haftilia ferro: 

Hinc pater ALneas, Romana Jiirpis origo, 

Sidereo flagrant clypeo, dy cadeftibus armis: 

Etjuxta Afcanius, magna fpes altera Roma 
Trocedunt caftris, dye. 

The fame author in the next chapter gives us another ex¬ 
ample. Synthefis eft, ubi ex omniparte confufa funt verba, ut illud, 

.. — - Juvenes, fortiffima fruftra 

Lett or a, ft vobis audenai extrema cupido eft 
Cert a fequi, qua fit rebus fortuna viaetis: 

Exceffere omnes , adytis ar'tfque reliUis, 

SDH, quibus imperium hoc fteterat, fuccurritis urH 
Incenfa: moriamur , & in media arma ruamus. 
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Ordo tails eft, Juvenes fortijfma pcBora, frufira fuccurritis 
iirbi incenfey quia exceffere dii quibus hoc imperium jieterat. 
Unde fi ‘nobis cupido cert a eji me fequi , audentem extrema , rua- 
mns in media arma , & moriamur. 

The paflage is in JEneid. ij. <ver. 348. 

If any de/ire to fee examples in Greek authors, they may con* 
fult ‘Bucidus Comm. Gr. L. in the places refer'd to in his Latin 
index under Figure conJlruSHonis & fihema. 

Upon the whole I can’t perceive there is any neceflity for our judg T 
ing that our Lord alleged the words of the pfalmift as a prophecy 
of the treachery of Jttdas> or as a proof that he fhould betray 
him: and I hope I have made it evident there is no fuch necef- 
flty, which was the principal aim I had in treating of this paflage 
of fcripture. 
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DISSERTATION IV. 


Matth. v. 14, 15, 1 ( 5 . 

1 

T? are the light of the world. A city that is 
Jet on an hillcannot he hid. 15. Neither do 
men light a candle, and 'put it under a hujhel • 
hut on a candle flick, and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the houfe. 1 6. Let your light 
Jo thine before men, that they may fee your 
good works 3 and glorify your Lather which 
is in heaven. 

C OMMENTATORS do-, I think, univerfally take it for 
granted, that our Saviour here compares, as fome imagine, 
his apoftles, or as others more juftly reckon, his difciples io 
general to three different things, Firft, The light of the world. - 
Secondly , A city that isfet on an hill, Thirdly^ A lighted candle 
in-an houfe. Nor can any of them, as far as I can fee, give a 
tolerable account how what Chrift fays of a city fet upon an 
hill does come in. That I may not reflect upon particular authors, 

I defire the reader, who has curiofity and ability, to confult the 
Synopf. critic, upon the place. 

On the contrary, I am of the opinion that our Lord herecom- 
pares his difciples only to one thing, the lipjbt of the "World: and 
that the other two paffages are not intended to exprefs any pro¬ 
per refemblances of his difciples ; but are incidental paffages brought 
in upon another defign, which fhall prefently be explained : and 

that 
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that ver. 1 6. is to be clofely connected in fenfe with the firft words 
only of ver. 14. Te are the light of the world. My reafons for 

this interpretation are, 

Firft , That ver. 1 6 . which is the application our Lord makes 
of what he had faid, has a refped to nothing but their being a 
light. Not the leaft notice is here taken of any comparifon made 
of them to a city fet upon an hill ,• which yet I think ought to 
have had fome place in the application, in cafe it had been defign’d 
as a proper refemblancc. 

Secondly , There is not the leaft intimation given in our Lord’s 
words that he defign’d thefe as refemblances of his difciples. He 
docs not fay, Te are a city fet on a hi If as he does, Ye are the 
light of the world; and ver. 13. Ye are the fait of the earth. 
Commentators indeed tell us that the words are elliptical, and that 
the fenfe is thus to be fupplied, Te ate as a city fet upon an hill , 
and fitch a city cannot he hid. But I conceive the true reafon why 
they do fo, is becaufe they mifs’d .the true fenfe, and fo were 
forced to give that interpretation, if they would give any at all. 

Again in the other inftance he does not fay, Te ate as a candle 
lighted up in an houfe ; but neither do men light a candle , and 
put it under a bufhef &c. which might reafonably have been 
taken as a hint by commentators, that they were not to underftand 
this to be fpoken by our Lord, as a proper refcmblance of his 
difciples. For when he fpeaks of them as the light of the world , 
he muft certainly be thought to mean that God had fo appointed 
and conftituted them; and it would be very ftrange, if after this 
he fhould reprefent them as candles lighted by men, from whom 
they derived not their light at all. 

Thirdly , The light of the worlds and a city fet on an hill , are 
ideas fo vaftly different, that it cannot eafily be admitted, that 
our Saviour would thus jumble them together, and crowd in the 
fecond before he had done with the firft, as ’tis manifeft by ver* 
j 6. he had not yet done with it. 

Fourthly , Tho’ there is not the fame difference between the 
ideas of the light of the world , and the light of a candle , they 
both agreeing in the chief thing, it being light j yet there are 
other reafons why we cannot reafonably fuppofe he defign’d this 
as a proper comparifon or refemblance of his difciples. For how¬ 
ever this might well enough agree in the general with what he 
had faid of their being the light of the world j yet it as utterly as 
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that difagrees with the intermediate fuppofed comparifon of a city 
fet on an hill. And certainly ’tis very unreafonable to imagine that 
fuch very different things are mixed and confounded together, 
till we can fhow that there is at leaft one inftance of the like 
nature to be found in any of his difcourfes. 

But as a farther reafon I urge that we can’t thus interpret this 
text, without fuppofing our Lord to have been guilty of a very 
great indecency and impropriety in the art of fpeaking or teach¬ 
ing, which certainly no chriftian ought ever to allow j nor is 
there any fign of it in his difcourfes. If I can clearly make this 
out, it muft be decifive againft the interpretations hitherto given 
by commentators. Now ’tis manifeft that our Lord defign’d to 
poftefs his difciples with high apprehenfions of the great dignity 
God hath confer’d upon them, and the fervice for which he in¬ 
tended them j and this in order to his more powerfully exciting 
them to their duty. But every one muft perceive, that in this cafe 
nothing could be more improper than for the fpeaker in the pro- 
grefs of his difcourfe to fall and fink in his comparifons. ’Tis ra¬ 
ther his bufinefs to raife and heighten the idea of his auditors, or 
at leaft to keep it up to as high a pitch as he had before fet it ,* 
and fuch words are therefore to be chofen by him as are adapted 
to this purpofe. 

I have been apt to think fomewhat of this nature may be obfer- 
ved here in our Lords difeourfe, and tho’ the remark fhould not 
prove fatisfattory, yet the taking notice of it will illuftrate what I 
now defign. Let the reader then compare the two refemblances 
our Lord ufes of his difciples <ver. 13, 14. wherein he feems to 
have had a regard to this rule in the art of fpeaking. In ver. ■ 
13 . he fays, Te are the fait of the earth.- in ver. 14. Te are ' 
the light of the world. Commentators tell us that by the 
earth and the world we are to underftand the fame thing: and 
indeed, when we come to give the explications of the compari¬ 
fons, ’tis natural enough to take them in that manner. But fee 
how the exprellion rifes and greatens in the fecond comparifon. 
In the firft they were the fait of the earthy which however large 
it appears to us, is but a fmall and inconfiderable fpot in comparifon 
of the world mentioned in the fecond, when they are faid to be 
the light of the world. By ftiling them the light of the world 
he compares them to the Sun , (See John xi. p, 10.) which is placed 
in the heavens, and diffufes its light and influences through vaft 
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and jmmcnfe regions, and is not confined to fuch a fmall and iri- 
confiderable point as this earth comparatively is. So that here in 
the progrefs of his difcourfe there is a rifing and greatning the 
idea, and the adding new fpirit and life, as it were, to the in¬ 
culcated notion of the dignity confer’d upon them. But how 
.ftrangely would it found .for any teacher, and efpecially fuch a 
perfect one as our blelled Lord, to fink his comparifon and re- 
fcmblance fo low, as is generally fuppofed, in the fame breath, 
and after he had compared them to the fun in the firmament, 
hnmediatdy to refemble them by a poor forry candle lighted up 
in a narrow houfe, whofe light is nothing at all in comparifon of 
that of the fun ? 

a 

Upon the whole therefore it feems moft natural and eafy to 
underftand our Lord, as comparing his difciples only to one thing, 
3)iz. the light of the world. 

But then the quQftion will be : how are the two other paflages 
to be underftood if they .are not defign’d to be proper com- 
parifons 

To this I anfwer, that our Lord by comparing them to the 
light of the worlds defigri’d to admonifh them of their duty, as 
.well as to put them in mind of the honour confer’d upon them. 
Their duty was to exert their light in the beft manner they could, 
a.nd to indeavour according to their character, and the nature of 
light, to be as confpicuous as poflible. They were not therefore 
to expedt to pafs -through the world unobferved and unregarded; 
nor were they to affedt or indeavour it j as they might be under 
a temptation to do it from the perfections they might meet with, 
and of which oiir Lord had juft before warn’d them, tier, io—12. 
‘Tis the bufinefs .of light to difcover other things, Eph . v. 13. 
and it can’t it felf'but be vifible ; and ’tis not poflible that men 
fhould difcern other things by the light of the fun, and yet take 
no notice of the fun it felfi Hence then our Lord inculcates it 
upon his difciples, that they muft reckon upon being much ob- 
ferved, and upon that account muft be the more careful not to 
conceal their light, but let it fhine forth more brightly before men , 
i. e. in the fight of all that behold them, ver. x 6. or as ’tis expreft 
by St. ‘Paul, Philip, ii. 15, 16. They were to be blamelefs and 
barmlefs, the fans of God, without rebuke, in the mids of a crook¬ 
ed andperverfe nation, among whom they were to Jhine as lights 
in the world, holding forth the word of life. ’Tis evident from 

the 
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the application, <ver. 16 . that this is the thing our Saviour 
defign’d to inculcate upon his followers. Now this he inforces 
from the intention of God, q. d. tc God would not have appointed 
cc you to be the light of the world, if he had ddign’d you fhould 
<c be hid and concealed from the view of the world.” And to 
illulfrate and confirm this are thofe two paflages brought in by 
him, whereby he teaches them to ufe the fame method in judg¬ 
ing of the delign of God, that they did in judging of the de/igns 
of men, namely to judge by the nature of the works. I think 
therefore I may exprefs our Lord’s meaning in the following 
paraphrafe. 

w ’Tis manifeft when men build a city upon a hill, they have 
<c no intention that it fhould not be feen. If an obfeure habita- 
(f tion were defigned, it fhould be fome den or cave of the earth, 
<c or a fmall cottage in a valley or a wood j and not a well built 
‘ c city on the top of a hill. And again, when men light a candle, 
“ they don’t do it to put it under a bufhel, or any veflel that 
tc fhould inclofe and fhut up the light of it ,• which would render 
** their action in/Ignificant and impertinent: but they fet it where 
tC it may be moll commodioufly viewed, and belt diffufe its light, 
tC and fo be moll ufeful in the houfe. Thus you account for mens 
<c de/igns by their actions : do the like in accounting for God’s de- 
<c figns $ and therefore expert not to be hid, fince God has ap- 
tC pointed you to be the light of the world. As therefore men 
** light a candle to give light to thofe who are in the houfe, 
“ fo God has made you the light of the world, that you 
tC may fhine in and give light to it. This then you are to indea- 
« c vour to do, and accordingly. Let your light fo Jhine before men , 
tC that they may fee your good works , and glorify your Lather 
M which is in heaven. 
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DISSERTATION V. 

Mark vi. 39, 40. 

And he commanded them to make all fit down 
hy companies upon the green graft. And 
they fat down in ranks hy hundreds , and hy 
fifties . 


Kat) ctt/loi$ dvctxXlpcti Triplets ov/attzoicl av/X7ria\ a. iin tcC 

yP'.'jfiU} yi^ref. Kxl dviTnoov Tt^aaidt 'ireetmeLi, dvet Ixctlov xac) avet 

•mt<1nXQp1ct. 

I Have nothing to add to what is commonly alleged by coriK 
mentators concerning the fenfe of the words ti %xauz\ and 1 
m/jLirima. The only reafon why I take notice of this place, is that 
I may explain the manner in which the multitudes fat when Chrift 
fed them, which can, I think, be learned only from this text. 
The common opinion, as far as I have perceived, is that they 
were placed an hundred in one company and fifty in another,, 
and fo all of them difpofed into companies of otic or the other 
number in diftant places. This has appeared to. me very con- 
fufed and abfurd. The difciples muft have fpent a long time in 
ranging fuch a multitude in this order, which the circumftances of 
the time when this was done will not well admit. For this was 
done in the evenings when the time was now paji, as the difci¬ 
ples fay, Matth. xiv. 15. or when the day. began to wear away, 
Luke ix. 12. or as St. Mark here fays, mv 35. the day was now 
far [pent, and the time was far pajfed. To range therefore live 
thoufand perfons into fo many cbitimS and feparate companies, 
would require more hours than the time of the day would then 

. allow. 



MARK vi. 39, 40; 

allow. Befides, what end would fuch an ordering of them an- 
fwer ? And why fhould they not all of them have been placed 
in companies of hundreds, or all of them in companies of fifties? 
The eafe and advantage of the twelve difciples in diftributing the 
loaves and the fifhes could not be herein confulted, fince it would 
have been the fame trouble to any of them to diftribute to two 
companies of fifty, as to one of an hundred. Nor would this have 
anfwer’d any fuch other ends, as I (hall prefently mention, when 
I have given another account of the manner in which the multi¬ 
tudes were difpofed. 

My opinion therefore is, that the whole multitude was ranged 
into one company after the manner of foldiers, and that they 
were an hundred in length and fifty in depth, or an hundred in 
rank and fifty in file. My reafons for this interpretation are thefe. 

Fir ft y That this way of ranging them was the fhorteft, and 
therefore beft fitted the ftraitnefs of the time in which it was to be 
done. A little care will ferve to place the hundred in front in due 
order, and to prevent the files exceeding the number fifty, and 
thefe being fixed the reft of the ranks and files would be filled up 
with little or no trouble. 

Secondly , This account exactly fuits the number of the multi¬ 
tudes For fuppofing them thus ranged, an hundred multiplied 
by fifty will give exactly five thoufand, in which all the four 
evangelifts do agree, Matth. xiv. 21. Mark vi. 4a. Luke ix. 14. 
John vi. 1 o. 

Thirdly , This interpretation perfe&ly reconciles St. Mark and 
St. Luke , which, as far as I can fee, no other can poflibly do. 
’Tis exprefs in Mark , That they fat down in ranks by hundreds 
and by fifties. But in Luke ix. 14, 1 y. Chrift fays to his difciples. 
Make them Jit down by fifties in a company. And ’tis added, 
Jnd they did so, and made them all fit down. Now if they 
fat in diftindt and difperft companies, how could they all fit down 
by fifties) fince fome of the companies according to St. Mark con- 
fifted of hundreds? But according to the interpretation juft now 
offered, every one fat in a rank of an hundred, and every one in a 
rank of fifty, and fo they might be feid to fit down either by 
hundreds or by fifties, or by both. 

Fourthly , This interpretation feems beft to fuit feveral things 
which our Lord may reafonably be fuppofed to defign, when he 
order’d them to be difpofed into ranks or companies at all. As, (1.) 

Ha This 
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This was as convenient for the eafy diftribution of the loaves and 
the fifties as any other could be; and indeed it feems to have been 
much more fo, If we fuppofe the one half of the multitude to be 
formed into companies of an hundred each, they will make five 
and twenty fuch companies, and the reft will make fifty companies 
of fifty each, that is in the whole feventy five diftindt companies ; 
or if we fuppofe them to have made pretty near an equal number of 
companies of each fort, and that there were thirty three companies 
confifting of an hundred each, and thirty four of fifty each, they 
will then make up fixty feven fuch diftindt companies ; and there 
being but twelve to diftribute to them, the diftindt companies of 
fuch a multitude would have been apt to be clamorous, when they 
faw others ferved before them, and it would have been more eafy 
for fome of them to be over-look’d, which might' have added to 
the confufion. But when they all formed only one company, and 
the twelve difciples went orderly along the feveral ranks, every 
one would be eafy and quiet, feeing plainly that the loaves and- 
fifties were coming to him, and. he ftiould be ferved in his 
turn. ( 2.) By this means every one would more eafily perceive the 
number of thofe our Saviour fed, and fo the greatnefs of the mira¬ 
cle he performed. It was much more eafy to reckon up the num¬ 
bers of thofe in rank and thofe in file, and fo to compute the fum 
total, than it would have been to number firft the feveral compa¬ 
nies, and then of how many each confifted,. and fo the number of 
the whole. Be/ides, the thing could not then have been fo evi-r 
dent to them. It was an ocular demonftration each of them might 
have of the numbers according to the interpretation propofed: but 
they might have doubted whether, if the other way had been 
taken, the difciples had placed them exactly by hundreds and by. 
fifties in a company j nor. was it poflible for them, to examine each 
company throly. (3.') They might according, to. this account 
much more conveniently, behold our Saviour in working this mira¬ 
cle, and fee that there was no fraud or collufion in what he did ; 
and might have the more advantage for, hearing his difeourfes to 
them, as ’tis not improbable, that he-took that opportunity of 
giving them ufeful inftrudtious., This could not well be, had they 
been difpofed into fixty or feventy diftindt companies; but it 
might eafily, if we fuppofe them all ranged in the aforefaid. man¬ 
ner in one company; and efpecially if we imagine them to be 
placed upon the fide of an hill, as our Lord feems to have chofen 

1 that 
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that advantage when he preached to the multitudes. And indeed 
this is not an arbitrary imagination, it being certain from John vi. 
2, 3. that our Saviour was upon a mountain when he wrought 
this miracle. 

The reader will bear.' with me in making two fhort refic&ions 
upon th'is occaiion. 

Firji , That the order our Lord gave for this placing of the 
multitudes, as it was defigned for the fatisfa&ion of his difciples 
and the multitudes concerning the greatnefs of the miracle, fo it 
feems to have proceeded from the exaft and certain knowledge he 
had of their numbers previoufly to their being thus ranged. Had 
he not known himfelf before hand their number, he could not 
have preferibed fb exactly in what form, or to what number they 
might be bed ranked both ways, even as an officer mud firft know 
what number of foldiers he has before he can pitch upon the pro- 
pered method or form of ranging them. 

Secondly., It feems reafonable to allow the like order- to have 
been obferved when our Saviour fed the four thonfand, tho’it is 

not mentioned by the Evangelids, Mark viii. 6 - 9. Matth. xv. 

3 5—38. and that then they were placed either an hundred in 
rank and forty in file j or clfe eighty in rank and fifty in file. 
Abdra&ing from the clear evidence we have of the fa& in the 
other cafe, the fame reafons may induce us to believe that the 
like method was obferved at both times j and that which is clear 
and certain may well ferve as a key to the interpretation - of the 
other, tho’ the thing be not exprefly. declared.. 
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DISSERTATION VI. 


i Cor. viii. g. 

"Ei J t tj; a^aitd top Oco v y Slot tyvoosai vit dulS. 

But if any man love God y the fame is known 

of him. 


M R. Locke from the fcope of St. 'Paul's difcourfe, has doubt- 
lefs given the true fenfe in the main of what he here fays. 

’ i'is manifeft that he is not here fpeaking of God’s knowledge of 
men, but barely of men’s knowledge of God. As he obferves 
in his contents of the feUion y “ The defign of the apoftle feems 
w to be to take down the opinion the Corinthians had of their 
w knowledge, by fhowing them that notwithftanding all the 
w knowledge they prefumed on, and were puffed up with, yet 
<c the eating of thofe facrifices [the things offer’d to idols ] did not 
<c recommend them to God, and that they might fin in their want 
“ of charity by offending their weak brother.” To clear this 
farther it will not be amifs to take notice of the two preceeding 
verfesj according to Mr. Locke's paraphrafe upon them, which 
runs thus: “ As for things offer’d up unto idols, it muft not be 
“ queftioned but that every one of you who ftand fo much upon 
“ your knowledge, know that the imaginary Gods, to whom the 
<c Gentiles facrifice, are not in reality Gods, but meer fictions: 
“ but with this pray remember, that fuch a knowledge, or opi- 
“ nion of their knowledge, fwells men with pride and vanity. 
<c But charity it is that improves and advances men in Chriftianity. 
cc But if any one be conceited of his own knowledge, as if Chrifti- 
<c anity were a fcience for fpeculation and difpute, he knows no- 
a thing yet of Chriftianity as he ought to know it.” This plain¬ 
ly leads us to underftand the next verfe now under confideration, 

and 



i COR. viii. 3. 63 

and which is brought in by way of oppofition to ver. 2. as fpeak- 
ing of mens knowing God, and not of his knowing them. And 
when he aflerted of one conceited of his knowledge, that he 
knowetb nothing yet as he ought to know it, and brings in the next 
fentence with the adverfative but , it was natural to expe< 5 t that 
he ftiould fay fomewhat of thofe who were not conceited of their 
knowledge, but who indeed had the true knowledge of God. 

And to this purpofe Mr .Locke underftands ver. 3. “ But {fays 
“ he in his parapbrafe) if any one love God, and confcquently 
u his neighbour for God’s fake, fuch an one is made to know,, 

<c or has got the true knowledge from God himfelf.” I can’t fee 
there can be any caufe to queftion that he has hit the true defign 
of the verfe. But that which has given me occalion to treat of 
it, is that I think neither he, nor any other commentator whofe 
writings I have confulted, have chofen the true conftru&ion of 
the words. As to thofe who underhand them thus. If any man. 
love God, the fame is known [that is approved ] of him, they feetn 
quite to miftake the delign of the place. Mr. Locke's note is this: 

“ Eyv&fzt is made to know, or is taught. The apoftle, tho’ wri- 
“ ting in Greek, yet often ufes the Greek verbs according to the 
“ Hebrew conjugations. So Chap. xiii. 12. i-myvlaofzm which 
<c according to the Greek propriety, fignifies, I Jloall be known, 

“ is ufed for IJhall be made to know j and lo Gal. iv. 9. yvct><Qipfc<;. 
a is put to figniiy being taught" He fuppofed doubtlefs that the- 
apoftle here ufed this Greek verb, as tho’ it were in the Hebrew 
conjugation Hiphil. I can’t intirely agree with him that Irnyva go/am, 
according to the Greek propriety, fignifies I Jhall be known. Had 
it indeed been 1-rnyvui^haQ/xa.i, this might be pretended; but 

being a future in the middle voice, does properly 
enough fignify, / Jhall know $ nor do I perceive that in the place 
refer’d to by him, he apprehended any neceility of making it de¬ 
note more. For thus he paraphrafes thofe words, Then Jhall F 
know, “ I fhall have an intuitive comprehenlive knowledge of 
x< things.” And thus is the word ufed, Matth. vii. 16, 20. 'Ey 
their jruits ye Jhall know them, iTiyvuiincdi zults^. Nor can any 
great ftrcfs belaid upon his obfervatiop concerning yvv£iv1(<;, Gal. 
iv. 9. For when ytr^axto^tci is ufed pailively. it fignifies barelyWc* 
be known, as many places fhow. See Matth. xii. 33. Luke vi. 

44. viii. 17. and many others. And when that excellent expofi- 
tor wrote upon the Galatians , he perceived not any neceflity of' 
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the interpretation he here mentions, but explain’d their being 
known of God, by their being taken into favour by him . 

And tho’ I deny not that fome Hebraifms are to be found in 
the writings of the evangelifts and apoftles, yet I am with Mr. 
Gataker perfuaded that fome perfons have made them many more 
than they really are. Nor do I queftion but that it will be readily 
allowed by all equal judges, that we ought to avoid them where 
we can, and where we can give a truly natural and Greek con- 
ftruftion of the words, without -having recourfe to fuch a hard 
and difficult method of explaining them. And fuch I think pre- 
lently offers it felf in this ..place, if we only refer the a? he or 
the fame to the neareft antecedent ©eiv, and not to t»$ any man , 
the more remote. For then the true and eafy rendring of the 
words will be this.: 'But if any man love God , -he [or the fame 
God] is known of him [of that man.] That «ro« may thus refer 
to the neareft antecedent, fee AUs x. 36. 


F in 1 s. 


‘there will in a little time be printed in the fame"form with 

thefe Differtations^ 

A N Eflay in favour of the ancient Practice of giving the 
'EMcharift to children. By the fame Author. 
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Propitiation for the Sins of the World. 




THE 

PREFACE. 

Tis greatly to be lamented , that the Paraphrase 
and Notes on the Epiftle to the HEBR EWS 
were left unfinijb’d by the late ’ingenious and learned 
Mr. Peirce, who was admirably qualify d for the 
glorious work of explaining the Holy Scriptures. 
And the unhappinejs is the greater , becauje he did 
not leave behind him fo much as any paper of hints relating to the 
three lafl chapters of the epijlle. It is to be wip’d the commen¬ 
tary on it were well finijh’d. But Jlnce , after above five years 
waiting , J cannot learn that any one has undertaken the work , I 
have been prevail’d with by the importunity of fome worthy friends 
topublifh the following Supplement to Mr. Peirce’ s Notes. The Ba- 
raphrafe is all along conducted, according to the befi of my skilf 
by the fi rift eft rules of paraphrafing , viz. not to omit one thought 
of the textnor to infert any thought befides what the Baraphrajl 
believes the author had in his mind y when he wrote the text. J 
have carefully read over the befi commentators on this part of the 
epijlle ; and cannot help thinking , that after all their learned and 
valuable labours , there are fome gleanings left , which I have in - 
deavour’d to gather in. If I have gather’d good fruit , and not 
leaves , or fiubble , the reader will think my pains well laid out \ 
if otherwij'e , 1 beg him to accept my good intentions. 

I have publifh'd a few fcatter’d Notes on fome other verfes of 
the epijlle to the Hebrews, in my two volumes of Notes and DiU 
couries. See the Index of Texts in each. 

Exon, Sept. 30. 

1732. 



a 2 










ERRATA. 


Intro ruction. 

Page iv. Notes, line i. for moriens read monens. Pag. .v. Notes, 1.4. r. as by Valefius. 
Pag, xi. 1 . 12. for of, r. in. Pag. xiv. 1 . 5. for at r. to. Pag. xx. 1 . 2. r. Varimadus. Pag. xxvii. 
I. 4. from the bottom, r. confirm'd. 

In the Paraphrafe and Notes, 

Pag. 1. Notes, 1 . 2. r. Paronomafia. Ibid. 1 3. r. v'nt^x ovT6) v* Pag* 4 * 1 * P enu ^* r - this fu¬ 
ture. Pag. 5. Notes, 1 . 13. r. good thing. Pag. 6. Notes, 1 . 40. the Printer has let thofe 
three Hebrew words firft, whicn fhould be laft. Ibid. 1 . penult, r. order of Pag. 10. Notes, 

1. 5. and in lome other places, r. Peirce. Pag. 12. Notes, 1 . 18. r. their belief. Pag. 13. Pa- 

raphrale, 1 . 5. r. perfon. Ibid. Notes, 1 . 5. dele not. Ibid. 1 . 17. r. of the fruits. Ibid, 

note (*) 1 . 1. r .gifts. Pag. 1". Notes, 1 . 36, 37. r. forts of heafis, or birds, 0 V. there are in the 

world, would. Pag. IS. Notes, 1 . 24. for foot, r .feet. Pag. 23. 1 . 2 6. for 2, r. ti. Pag. 29. 
Notes, 1 . 4. for, their father, r. their God. Ibid. 1 . 30. for, not r. aft. Pag. 33. Nore(f) 1 . 9. 
for get, r. fet. Pag. 37. Text, 1 . 9. fet the number 27 two lines lower. Pag. 42. Notes, I. 7. 

for, or, r .nor. Pag. 58. 1 . 6. from the bottom, r. place, was becaufe. Pag. 61. Notes, 1 . 7. 

r. had not had. Ibid. Note (r) 1 . 1. r. thing. Pag. 62. Notes, 1 . 24. r. thing . Pag. 63. Pa¬ 

raph. 1 . 6. after the word them , add the mark of the end of a parenthefis. Pag. 72. Notes, 
L 21, 22. r. vrcfveut. Pag. Si. Notes, 1 . 8. from the bottom, dele out. Pag. 82. Notes, 1 . 11. 
r .upon mount. 
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THE 


EPISTLE of St. PAUL 

T O T H E 


HEBREWS. 


Written 
fror wKcme 
in the 
year of 
our Lord 
6z. of 
Nero 9. 


SYNOPSIS. 

H E Hebrews , to whom this epiftle was written, 
were Chriflians converted to the faith of Jefus 
from among the children of Ifrael. By this title, 
Hebrews , they were diftinguilh'd not only from 
the uncircumcifed believers of the Gofpel, but alfo 
from the Hellenifts , who were (not natural Jews, 
but) profelytes to the whole Jewilh Religion from among the 
Gentiles , commonly call'd, Profelytes of jufltce. In the fame 

fenfe St. Paul ufes the term, Hebrews , 2 Cor . xi. 22. Are they 

Hebrews? So am L Philip . iii. 5.- Of the flock of Ifrael , of 

the tribe of Benjamin , an Hebrew defeended from Hebrews . 
From hence it is demonflrable , that the Hellenifls mention'd, All. 
vi. 1. (call'd in our tranflation, Grecians) were not, as fome have 
thought, natural Jews of the ftock of Ifrael y born out of Judea y 
and fpeaking the Greek language. For, according to this defini¬ 
tion, St. Paul was a Hellenifls fince he was born out of Judea , 
at Tarfus in Cilicia , AH. xxii. 3. and ipoke Greek , Chap. xxi. 37: 
whereas it is certain that he was not a Hellenifls but a Hebrews 
as he exprefly ftiles himfelf in the places above quoted from him. 
Tho' the Hellenifls are oppofed to the Hebrews y AH. vi. 1. yet 
they are exprefly call'd Jews y Chap. xi. ip, 20. Now they y who 
were flattered abroad upon the perfleution that arofe about Ste¬ 
phens travelled as far as Phentces and Cyprus , and Antioch y 
preaching the word to nones but unto the Jews only. And fome 
of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrenes w ho y when they were 
come to Antiochs fpake unto the Grecians, or Hellenifts, preach¬ 
ing the Lord Jefus. Since they preach'd only to the Jews, and 
preach'd to the Hellenifls , it is a clear cafe, that the Hellenifls 
were Jews, tho' not by births y et by fubmitting to circumciflons 
and by becoming profelytes of jufltce. The profelytes of all na¬ 
tions might be call'd HellenijtSs or GrecianSs as well as the uncir¬ 
cumcifed people of all nations be call'd Greeks , Rom. i. 16. ii. 0,10. 

B This 
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This epiftle was particularly defign’d for the Hebrew Chriftians 
that dwelt in one certain place, and was fent thither , as appears 
from the Apoftle’s faying, Chap. xiii. ip, 23. I befeech you the 

rather to do this , that I may be reftored to you the fooner - I 

will fee you. And what particular place can this be fuppos’d 
to be, but Judea? there the Chriftians were continually perfect¬ 
ed by the unbelieving Jews , as we read in the A£ts of the Apo- 
JlleSy and as St. Taul takes notice, 1 Theff. ii. 14. Hebr. x. 32—3 5 . 
xii. 4, 5. By thefe perfecutions the Hebrew Chriftians were tempt¬ 
ed to apoftatife from Chriftianity, and to fancy there was ftrength 
in the arguments urged by the perfecutors in favour of Judatfm. 
The Apoftle therefore fets himfelf to guard againft both thefe 
dangers. With refped to the arguments in favour of Judaifm , 
viz. that it was a divine inftitution; that the lay was partly 
given by the miniftry of Mofes an extraordinary prophet , and 
partly by the miniftry of Angels \ that it threaten’d death to fuch 
as broke or renounced it; that it appointed a high prieft and pro¬ 
pitiatory facrifices , and was, as they thought, to laft for ever , 
&c. The Apoftle proves, that the Gofpel alfo is a divine inftitu¬ 
tion \ that it was given by one vaftly above Mofes , and the An¬ 
gels too, even by the Son of God • that therefore renouncing this 
muft needs be punifh'd more feverely than apoftafy from the law 
to heathenifin \ that we have a greater high priefl than the Jews 
had, even the Son of God in heaven •, that his facrifice will pro¬ 
cure a full pardon, a refurrection, and eternal life, which the le¬ 
gal facrifices could not do ; and that the Mofaic covenant was 
originally intended to give place to the Chriftian, &c. 

With regard to the perfecutions , to which the profeffion of 
Chriftianity expofed them, he obferves, that many others had 
born the like with patience , and in the exercife of a ftrong faith, 
whofe example they ought to follow ] and that in chaflning them 
with fuch evils in this life, God, as their merciful father, defign’d 
their good: for which reafons they fhould not faint. 

The Apoftle alfo takes frequent occafions to infinuate his great 
doctrine, viz. That the Gentiles ought to be receiv’d to Chriftian 
communion without circumcijton , upon their faith in the Gofpel. 

A more particular account of the argument of the epiftle may 
be feen in the contents of the fever al fed ions. 



THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


An Essay to difcover the Author of this 
Epiftle , and the Language in which it 
was originally written . 

T is not a matter of absolute neceffity to difcover 
thefe things: fince almoft all traditions agree in this, 
that the epiftle was the work of a [acred writer, up¬ 
on whofe knowledge and integrity we may depend, 
as upon the other writers of the New Teftament. 
The authors that have been named, are Rauly Bar - 
nabaSy Lakey and Clement of Rome . For the fame reafon as we re¬ 
ceive the writings of Raul into the canon, we Ihould receive the 
gentitne writings of Barnabas into the canon alfb. And we Ihould 
treat the writings of Clement with the fame refpeft as we do thofe 
of Luke . For they are on a level : neither was an apojile y and 
each was a companion and difciple of the apoftles, Yet it would 
be a fatisfaffion to us, and of tome ufe alfb, to know the author 
of this epiftle, and the languagey in which he wrote it. Where¬ 
fore I Ihall fet myfelf to inquire after thefe things. 







• * 
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I. Of the Author of the eftflle to the Hebrews. 

A S the author of this epiftle did not think fit to fet his name to 
it, there has been fome room left for mens forming various 
conje&ures, who he was. The perfons, to whom it was written, 
were at no fuch uncertainty, but well knew the author, as appears 
from his faying to them, Tray for us.- And I befeechyou the ra¬ 

ther to do this , that I may be reftored to you the fooner , cbaf. xiii. 

18, 19. When they had received this epiftle, and were lenfible 
who wrote it, no doubt, they talk'd of it to others : and their po- 
fterity and fucceflors were likely enough to convey down the name 
of the author by tradition to others after them. We muft there¬ 
fore examine what tradition there was in fucceeding ages relating 
to the author of this epiftle. 

In the writings of the ancient Chriftians now extant this epiftle 
is not at all quoted till toward the end of the fecond century. It 
is not cited either by Hermas , Ignatius , Tolycarf , Juflin Martyr , 
the church of Smyrna , Irenaus y Theojthilus of Antioch , Tatian , 
Athenagoras y Hermias , or the church of Lyon . Some have ad¬ 
ventured to fay, that it is quoted by Clement of Rome in his firft 
epiftle to the Corinthians . But this is a very wrong reprefentation 
of the matter. The fall is this, that Clement has two or three 
thoughts and exprefllons like fome which we meet with in the epi¬ 
ftle to the Hebrews : but it is by no means neceflary to fuppofe, 
that the former were even borrow'd from hence. What Clement fays 
is deliver'd as his own , and not introduced with as it is written , 
or any other form that denotes a quotation . His words are thefe, 
u ( a ) J e ft s Chrift being the brightnels of the majefly of the Lord, 
u is fo much greater than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
4C obtain'd a more excellent name. For thus it is written, Who 
u maketh his angels winds , and his minifters a flame of fire (]PlaL 
“ civ. 4.] But concerning his fon, the Lord thus fpeaks [Pfal. ii. 
u 7> 8.] Thou art my fon y to day have I begotten thee . Ask of me , 
u and I will give thee the heathen, for thine inheritance , and the 

“ utmofl 


(<0 1 IXe<roy,— - ay eLirdufctfffJLtt oat*, t qgkto) 

t?iv ctyfiKuVj 0<7U (fliaipofeoTtefiv ovojjiet Ttyg?.'7r]eu yu$ htcac t O uotay 

ctyftKxs oju]x nvJLfActja, kcu 7h? Kenx^yxs ajjjx 'zrvggs (pAofct. F/r/ Jli tu qa eufjx *}&< H- 

mv 0 Jlicuroins, T/©~ ftx ei <ru, ej&> yefewHxtt ere* a/jua'cu nsttf kou <tqi 

th." Kkti*j)VQiAtav <rx y kou Ttiv tv let 'sre&/]a. T»f yt)i‘ kou isretKiv Kiyei 

iAX eatf (tv 6<y TKf Tvy 'ROAtoV ^B.Cap. 36. 
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u utmofi parts of the earth for thy poffeflion. And again he faith ter 
<c him, Sit thou at my right hand , tintil 1 make thine enemies thy 
“ footfool ”• Clement here quotes the book of Pfalms three times, 
but not at all the epiftle to the Hebrews . Nay he does not give 
the leaft hint as if he borrow'd any expreflions from thence. There 
is a difference in the exprejfions themfelves, in the order wherein 
they are ranged, and in the texts cited from the Old Teftament, 
as any one may fee by comparing this paffage of Clement with 
Heb . i. 3.—7. As to the thoughts wherein they agree, it is pofiible 
Clement might borrow them from the epiftle to the Hebrews ; but 
it is far from being certain \ fince it is as pojfible, that Clement 
often heard St. Paul exprefs them in his private converfation and 
publick preaching , and afterward ufed them as his own, the like to 
which every other writer in the world has done. 

Toward the end of the fecond century there is exprefs mention 
made of the epiftle to the Hebrews in the writings that now re¬ 
main of Clement of Alexandria , and Tertullian of Carthage . By 
the fituation of thefe places with refpect to Judaea, where the 
epiftle to the Hebrews was firft publifh'd, one would naturally 
judge, that Clement was more likely than Tertullian to have the 
true account of the author of it: fince Alexandria was not 260 
miles from Jerufalem ; whereas Carthage was above 1400. And 
it is moft likely, that the epiftle came to Carthage through Alex¬ 
andria . 

Clement of Alexandria often cites the epiftle to the Hebrews as 
St. ‘Paul's. His words are thefe, “ Paul writing to the Hebrews 
“ faith, Have ye need that one fhould teach you , what are the firfl 
principles of the oracles of God, ? 99 Heb . v. 12. (b). And 
Etifebius teftifies, that Clement in his Hypotypofes (a book now 
loft) faid, “ The epiftle to the Hebrews was written by Paul in 
w the Hebrew language, and that Luke tranflated it into Greek 
On the other hand Tertullian , who lived and wrote at the lame 
time with Clement of Alexandria , cites the epiftle to the Hebrews 
as the work cf Barnabas , the companion of Paul , without any 
hefitation. He fpeaks of it thus,“ There is extant an epiftle of Bar- 
“ nabas , intituled, To the Hebrews .—Warning the difciples he faith, 

b 2 “It 

(6) n axthQ- -t on Efityioif y&.ipav - H neLKiVy pnav, £ X £ ^. £ Tw . 

hhv vfj.cts tivol jet roiyeiet rttt r*>v Ao ytav tu 0 £», k. t. A. Strom. Lib. vi. p. 645# 

Paris 1541. Vide etiam p. 420, 514. 

(0 Tnv fcT/ro ahp navi* ftiv aveu pH<n [KAitftHf], ytfestpSa* </ls 

tC&UKH A UKcty Jli pM 5 T//x<y; dJj]w tK^vycu 7 Ot( EAAH 07 P. Hift. 

Ecclef Lib. vi. cap. 14. 
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“ It is imfojjtble for thofe , who have been once inlight en y d y and 
“ have tajied the heavenly gift , &c. ” Heb . yi. 4. ( d ). The que- 
ftion now is, which of thele two accounts is moft to be regarded ? 
I own, I cannot but determine in favour of the tradition received 
by Clement of Alexandria , both becaufe (as was before obierved) 
he lived much nearer to Judaa than Tertullian } and becaufe Ter - 
tullian is abfolutely alone in afcribing the epiftle to Barnabas y 
and is not therein followed by any one writer of the ancient church. 
The general and almoft unanimous and uninterrupted tradition is, 
that St. Taul was the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews\ 

Of the ancient eccleliaftical writers within the four firft centuries 
there are but three named (befides Tertullian ) who deny it to. be 
St. Pauls epiftle. 

Irenseus is the firft (placed by Dr. Gave in the year of Chrift, 
167) who is faid to deny it. Stephen Gobar , quoted by Photius y 
is the only author of this ftory. His words are, “ Hippolytus and 
“ Irenaus fay, that Paul's epiftle to the Hebrews is not his ” (*). 
But this account may well be diftrufted, becaufe Jerom (who lived 
much nearer the times of Irenseus than Stephen Gobar did) ex¬ 
prefly fays that the epiftle to the Hebrews had been received as 
Paul's by all the Greek writers (f). If Irentfus , who wrote in 
Greeky had really denied it to be St. ‘Paul’ s, Jerom could not 
but have known it, fince he was well acquainted with the works 
of IrenatiSy of which he reckons up many more than what are 
now extant, in his catalogue of ecclefiaflical writers . And if Je¬ 
rom had known that Irenseus denied it, he would have mention'd 
the fa<ft, and have excepted him, when he faid, The Greek writers 
receive it as Paul' s. Perhaps the only reafon, why Stephen Gobar 
faid, that Irenreus denied it, is becaufe he did not happen to quote 
this epiftle at all, in thofe works of his which Stephen faw : as he 
does not quote it in any part of his works now remaining. How¬ 
ever it is certain, that he did quote it in another work now loft, 
intituled, A Book of various Difcourfes y in one word, a Mifcellany . 

Eufebius 

00 Extat enim & Barnabae titulus ad Hebraeos.—-Morions itaque difcipulo s - 
Impoflibile eft enim, inquit, eos qui lemel inluminati lunt, & donum coelefte guftavemnt, 
&c. De Pudicitia, cap. 20. 

(0 Oh I'TWOAt/J©" KGU E/fW'CW©- TW UCtyMS tTiroMV ITflUA#} tfX iK&V* (riVCU pc£07. 

Photii Cod. 232 p. 904. Rothomae. 1652. 

(/) Vide infra not. (r). * 
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Eufebius mentions this Mifcellany, wherein he fays, Irentftts cites 
fbme paflages from the epiftle to the Hebrews (^). 

Cains y or Gains {A, D. aio) a presbyter of the church of Ro?ne 7 
is cited by Eufebius {h) and Jerom (/) as reckoning Raul's epiftles to 
be only thirteen , and the epiftle to the Hebrews not to be his. 

Hippolytus (A. D. 220) a difciple of Irenteus is alfo mention'd on 
this occafion. Stephen Gobary in RhotiuSy tells us, that Hippoly - 
tus faid, that Raul's epiftle to the Hebrews is not his (k). And 
Rhotius himfelf cites Hippolytus as faying, That the epiftle to the 
Hebrews is not the apoftle Raul's (/). 

Befides thefe three particular men we are informed, that the 
church of Romey and many of the Latins did not receive this, as 
one of Raul's epiftles. Eufebius fays, “ Some rejeft the epiftle to 
“ the HebrewSy faying that the church of Rome denies it to be 
“ one of Raul's epiftles ” ( m ). And he adds, u Some of the Ro- 
“ mans to this day do not think it to be the apoftle's ” (#). Je¬ 
rom gives us the fame account, faying, “ It is not the cuftom of 
“ the Latins to receive the epiftle to the Hebrews among the cano- 
u nical Scriptures ” ( 0 ). Rhilaflrius tells us, u There are fome 7 
u who do not take Raul's epiftle to the Hebrews to be his, but 
<c fay that it was written by Barnabas the apoftle, or Clement 
“ bilhop of Rome ” (p). Auftin alfo obferves, that “ Mofi fay, 
w the epiftle to the Hebrews is the apoftle Raul's , while fome deny 
a it ” (y). Upon thefe teftimonies it muft be obferyed, (1) That 

the 


C?) B^AIok t/ iettyofav, iv 6> rnf 'nys 'ECgy.lvf s-T/roM?, kcu thc 

'S.oKof/.cov]®- (AvnfJLOvdseii fn l&Ttvtt ew]av 'zrcL&tBefj.iyfQr. Hift. Eccl. Lib. v. c. 26 . 
N. B. the words, J\i<tKi^eov <Atet<po$vv are well render’d by Jerom (not variarum difputatio- 
TJum, as Valefius^ but) variorum traHatuum y i. e. a Mifcellany. Catal. Script. Ecclef. lub voce, 
Iren & u s. 

(i) TcU® - T6)V T B /€fB et'TlO^O^H JliKetjetav (AOl'W Z^i^oKtOV IJLVilfJLOvJiei, T1)V ECgy./Xf 

(An (TuvcLeSfAturctf roue Koiieaus. Hift. Ecclef Lib. vi. cap. 20. 

(i) Gaius-epiftolas Pauli tredecim tantum enumerans, decimam quartam, quae fertur 

ad Hebraeos, dicit non ejus efle. Catal. Script. Ecclef. lub voce, Gaius. 

( k ) See before note (*). 

(/) I'TT'TQKyf]®- — hiya,—ajt n s-r/roM} xk sr/ tb cL'toto ab 11 cu;Ab. Cod. iit. 

P- 5 QI - 

(m ) Or/ y e fwv r tvu n0£T«x*<ri rnv E Cfcuxt, 'vyt Vapsuav iKKWxriett at 

n 0jj*.H-n<Ta.v <w\\)v cLv\ihiyi&*t pwflWJer, b JUkcuo* etyvoe.v. Hift. Ecclcf Lib iii. c. 5. 

(rz) E^th kcu e<t 'nttgo. Papajav Ttctv b vo^t/£e]cw tb etna j-oAb Tvyya.veiv. Ibid. 

Lib. vi. c. 20. 

( 0 ) Latinorum confuctudo non recipit inter Scripturas canonicas epiftolam ad Hebraeos. 
Epift. 129. Dardano. 

( p ) Sunt alii quoque qui epiftolain Pauli ad Hebraeos non aflerunt efle ipfius, fed dicunc 
aut Barnabae efle apoftoli, aur dementis dc urbe Roma epilcopi. Haeref 41. apud Biblioth. 
Patrum, Tom. iv. Col. 22. Parts 1624. 

( cj ) -Epiftola quae inlcribitur ad Hebraeos: quam plum apoftoli Pauli die dicunt, qnj- 

dam vero negant. E)e Civicatc Dei, Lib. xvl cap, 22, Lugd. 1561. 
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the Latins according to Eufebius and Jerom did not attribute it to 
any other ficred author, but fuppofed it to be no part of canoni¬ 
cal Scripture. So that the teftimony of the church of Rome cannot 
be pleaded as an evidence by fuch as would now perfuade us, that 
the epiltlc to the Hebrews was written by Barnabas or Luke ; 
(i) That the fame Jerom tells us, that tho* in his days the church 
of Rome rejetted this epilllc, yet in the more early times of Chri- 
ftianity it was received as St. Raul's by the church of Rome in 
particular among the reft of the antient churches. His words are, 
■ u The epiftle to the Hebrews has been received as the apoftle Raul's 
u not only by the eaftern churches, but alfo by all the antient 

u churches and Greek writers .-It is not the cuftom of the Latins 

u to receive it among the canonical Scriptures : ydt we receive it, 
u becaufe we are not influenced by the cuftoms of the prefent age, 
u but fubmit to the authority of the antient writers, who fre- 
u quently cite it as a canonical and facred epiftle ” (r). When he 
fays, the antient churches received it, he does not except the 
antient church of Rome \ and when he makes the faid universal 
obfervation in oppofition to the cuftom of the modern church of 
Rome in his days, he does as good as fay in exprefs terms, that 
that particular church did of old receive it. So that, upon the w r hole, 
the evidence produced againft St. Raul's being the author of the 
epiftle to the Hebrews is, in itfelf very weak. Make the mof of 
it \ it is only the teftimony of the more modern Latin church, and 
of four particular writers of it. Tertullian was a Latin writer : 
Gains was a presbyter of the church of Rome : Ireiucus lived at 
Lyons in France : and Hifpolytus , as Dr. Cave thinks, {pent the 
laft years of his life at Rome , and died there ( s ) \ it is certain how¬ 
ever that he died in Italy (t). But this evidence will appear to be 
utterly inconfider able , when we conflder the evidence given on the 
other fide. 

Clement of Alexandria (A. D* 15)2) has been already mention’d. 
The reft, during the firft four centuries, who quoted the epiftle to 

the 

(r) Illud noftris dicendum eft, hanc epiftolam, quae infcribitur ad Hebraeos, non folum 
ab ecclefiis Orientis, fed ab omnibus retro ecclefiis, Sc Graeci fermonis feriptoribus, quafi 

Pauli apoftoli fufeipi.*-Quod fi earn Latinorum confiietudo non recipit inter feripturas 

canonicas,-Sc ramen nos fufeipimus, nequaquam hujus temporis confuctudinem fed ve- 

terum feriptorum auftoritatem fequentes, qui plerumque [ejus] abutuntur teftimoniis, non, 

,ut interdum, de apocryphis facere folent-fed quafi cononicis Sc ecclefiafticis. Dardano, 

Epift. 129. 

(j) Hift. Literar. p. 61. 

CO Du Pin in his account of Hippolyins note ( b ) Vol. I. p. S7. 
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the Hebrews as an epiftle of St. Pauf fhall be placed in the order 
wherein Dr. Cave names them in his Hifloria Literaria . 

Origen (A* D. 230) the dilciple of Clement of Alexandria often 
cites this epiftle as St. Pauls. He exprelfes himfelf thus, u The 
“ fame Paul in the epiftle to the Hebrews lays, In thefe lafi days 
u he hath fpoken to us by his Jon , whom he hath appointed heir of 
“ all things , ” fiCc. Heb . i. 2. («). Eujebius tells us ( w ), u That 
“ Origen wrote homilies on the epiftle to the Hebrews , in which 
“ he delivers his opinion thus, That the ftyle of the epiftle to the 
“ Hebrews has not the homelinefs of the apoftle’s, who acknow- 
“ ledges himfelf to be homely in his language (2 Cor . xi. 61 ) where- 
“ as this epiftle is compofed in pure Greek , as muft be acknow- 
a ledged by every one that underftands the difference of ftyles.— 

“ It is my opinion, that the thoughts are the apoftle’s, but the 
“ language and compofition owing to fome one who remember’d 
u the apoftle’s doftrine, and committed it to writing, as a Scholiaft 
“ does what is didated by his mailer. If therefore any church 
u efteems this to be an epiftle of Paul, it deferves to be com- 
u mended for it. For the antients have rightly handed it down to 
a us as an epiftle of Paul. But God only knows who wrote the 
<£ epiftle [/. e. to whom the language and compofition are owing]. 
a Some traditions which have reach’d our time, fay, it was written 
a by Clement , bilhop of Rome , others by Luke the evangelift 
The reafon, we fee why, Origen thought the compofition and 
language were not Paul s was, bccaufe he apprehended he obferved 
a manifejl difference of Jlyle between this, and Pauls undoubted 
epiftles ; this being more elegant Greek than the language of the 
reft. But let the difference as to the language be what it will, there 
is no need however to embrace Origen *s fuppofition, That the 

thoughts 

(«) E{/ 77} E G&llUf 0 ojfj©' QtKTiV, Efl*’ fi TCOV lljJLip6)V €A*A MZV \)piV iV 

k. t. a. Comment, in Joann, p. 56. Edit. Huetii. Rothomag. 1668. See alio p. 22, 

58, 416. See Origen contra Cclfum, p. 143. Philocal. p. 10. Cantab. 1677. De Orat.p. 89, 

97 , See. Oxon.i6S6. 

(*!/) Ylztt th{ E Cfcux< t-r/roAHf tv Taus au fjnv ofitKiAH rajtfjct J\iet^a.fjLCctvei [0 Oe/- 

yivmy OTi 0 THf A THf T£$<; E£?CW 3 f i'Tnyif^OtfJLfJiiVt^ € 7 TiS-oA«f VK TO 6K 

hcyco iefl/cS]/Koy tv atToroAs, ofjLQ?,ofnffetfj®- iew\ov t<t\ico]r\v e\van t eo Aofa, Tvji^t TH y/yjret. 

AAAflt i<?IV M STT/fO A/f ffUirSe< 7 £l TM A$AAwmaTS££, 0 fe'T/rct^CEJ'©- 

cG//OAoJw 0 'CU tiLV. -E yco ct-i cLTTOQdUVOlAiV®' tiWGiyL (LVy o]j TdL [J.IV V 0 ^(XOl]a TV <t! 7 TQ- 

roAtf z<nv « kcu h tvvQzvis ct'Trofxvnfj.oifivactvlQ' tiv@~ ta anroTOhiKcLy kcu wmifei 

{r^ohicyg/QiiffetSlQ- ta H$n/uevcL utto tv juS'ctax.cLh** E* r/f hv tyj* Tadlnv thv im- 

roAMP COf UcW\H, OJj]n dnSo/it^eiTU KCU Z'TTt Tv\v. Ov ycLf eiKH 01 TlflU/Afc 

djJ]nv 'vr&eef.-tiJ'coKtLfi. T/f o y&\,cLt Ti)v eT/roAw^, to fxiv *An9e{ 0J0" ot<Siv. H <f\t 

ny.ctf $§CLfCt<Td. iroettL V'TTO TtVCOV fJLZV teyovjtOVy o]/ KA Y)fJLt)f 0 yWOfJLivQ- iTl(TX.07 tQ“ Po>- 
IJ.tfJtoV Vye9-\* 7 ‘ ,]V 5'T/roAHt'* V’TTO TIWV <Ag ojl A’iXCtf 0 TO ds&yfcklQVy KCU TUS 'Bf$r 

Hift, Ecclef. Lib. vi. cap. 25, w 
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thoughts only were Paul\r, while fome other perfon by memory com¬ 
mitted them to writing : fince the fame difference of ftyle and lan¬ 
guage would arife from what Clement of Alexandria laid was the 
cafe, viz. “ That the apoftle wrote it in Hebrew , and that it was 
u afterward tranjlated into Greek by fome other hand ”. The 
traditions which Origen mentions are more to be regarded than his 
private opinion and reafonings . And as he pofitively fays, the an - 
tients did in faft hand it down as Paul's epiftle: fo it is plain, he 
laid vaft Jlrefs upon this tradition, fince he would not give it up 
as falfe, though he had ftrong temptations fo to do. For he was 
very hard put to it to reconcile this tradition with the ftyle of the 
epiftle, and with other traditions which named Clement or Luke as 
the writers of it. But rather than give up the former tradition, 
viz. That it was Paul's epiftle , he w T ould frame fuch an odd hy- 
pothefis as that juft now mention'd. It is very certain then, that 
the churches and writers, who were antient with relpeft to Origen , 
had one common tradition, that St. Paul was the author of the 
epiftle to the Hebrews . And their teftimony to this matter of faft 
.cannot but be of great weight: fince thofe Chriftians, who were 
antients with refpeft to Origen , muft have converfed either with 
the apoftles themfelves, or at leaft with their immediate fucceffors. 

Alexander of Alexandria ( A\ D. 313) quotes the epiftle to the 
Hebrews thus, “ As the apoftle faith, Jefus Chrijl the fame yejier- 
u day , and to day , and for ever, Heb . xiii. 8. (x). There can be 
no room to doubt, but that he meant St. Paul , whom juft after 
he calls, the apoftle (y ). Again he adds more exprefly, “ Paul 
Li fays concerning Chrift, JVhom he appointed heir of all things , by 
a whom alfo he made the worlds ”, Heb . i. 2. (z). 

Eufebius of Ctefarea in Judaea {A. D . 315) delivers his own 
.opinion thus : “ The fourteen epiftles of Paul are know r n and certain. 
u It muft be acknowledged however, that fome reject the epiftle 
“ to the Hebrews , alledging, that the church of Rome denies it to 
■“ be one of Paul's epiftles. But what our predeceffors have faid 

u of 

(*) Aaa* of e ATof oa©-, ituntt KeirQ- kcu Mfjuefiv 0 ajJj&t )uu w t*{ aiova*. 

Apud Socratis Hift. Ecclef Lib. I. cap. 6 . p. 12. Moeurrt . 1677* 

(y ) Page 13* 

(O 1 TTflU>A<Sh $A<T)LCOP tWTKy Ov £0rtK£ KhtigfVOjJLOV <ETAv]wV i ‘ i K KAi 7Uf (UWAf 
enwwiVi Apud Theodoriri Hift. Ecclef. Lib. I. cap. 4. p. 13. Mogunt. 1679. 
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c< of this, we fliall afterward deliver ” (a). Accordingly he after¬ 
ward gives an account of what he had learned from the writings 
of Clement of Alexandria and of Origen relating to this epiftle ; 
which has been here already cited. Eufebius adds, in another 
place (b) that cc Clement of Rome in his epiftle to the Corinthians 
u has borrow'd many thoughts from the epiftle to the Hebrews y 
“ and Ibmetimes ufes the very fame words : which demonstrates, 
u that it is not a compofition of later ages : wherefore it is juftly 
a rank'd with the other writings of the apoftle. For while Raul 
a wrote to the Hebrews in their native language, fome fay that 
u Luke the evangelift, others, that Clement of Rome tranflated the 
u epiftle into Greek: the latter of which feems the more probable 
“ of the two, becaufe of the Jimilrtude of ftyle between the 
u epiftle to the Hebrews , and the epiftle of Clement , and becaufe 
u the thoughts in thefe two epiftles are not very different. 

Athanajius of Alexandria ( A 1 D . 326 ) often cites the epiftle to 
the Hebrews as St. Raul's in his undoubtedly genuine works. In 
his book concerning the incarnation of the divine word , he fays, 
“ Which Raul alio meant when he laid, By faith we underftand y 
u that the worlds were framed by the word of God". Heb . xi. 3. (c). 

The author of the Synopfis Scripture among the works of Atha~ 
najius is not known, and therefore I cannot determine where he 
ought to be placed in the order of chronology. But as the work 
is allow'd to be antient , and by fome learned, men has been efteemed 
the work of Athanajius himfelf, it may be proper in this place to 
confider what evidence it gives relating to the matter before us. 
The author’s words are, u The epiftles of the apoftle Raul are 
“ fourteen • the firft is that to the Romans— —the tenth, that to 
“the Hebrews ( d ). 

Cyril 

(a) T* Si Haute 'tr&Stttet koa ffetyw oa Slsxctjiaset^u [stitoAcu']. On yt^nv tivu 

TWKfitff# 7UV 7Hf PCOfAcUW IKKtefidLt //»} TldjLiAtt tfcLV OJj]t\V cLv}t\i~ 

yi&eu. $n<rcLvht, « SUkoaov evyvo&v. K at to. met 7 au]nf Sis Ton 73 ^ itfiw vet kcvt< t 

xtugpv ''73‘cLgy.bturofjLcU' Hift. EccleC Lib. III. c. 5• 

( b ) Ep » [€T/roAH tb KAh/zsvT©-], fcGfauvf 'sroAAd, vo»(Aetjti caretfttSei^ 9 tiSlti S\i 

xcu ewjote^et Tiny dLu]»( XfHrctfjLev®-, o’et^eretjet 'rrd.ftrturtVj 0]1 fin vtov v'TO.^ya to 

ffvty^fJLfJLA. ObtV tiKojoH iSo^tP Alfjo 70/f Aq/TOH tfKdTet\i%Qn(/£U y£?[AfJL<t<Tl T* eLTOTOte; 

P.CfajQif yetf Siet TWf o-etje^w yAco t7h< ify{y.®&>f coutAtlKol®- tv I"Idi;AB, 01 (JLtv tov SLetfyiAit- 
r nv Avkqlv-, 0 / Sit tov KtefAtvjei tSJov eujTov t^^JL\)vdj<r<xA At y*ei thv ygcr.Qnv. O kcu (aolaaov 

«« CLV etteOif TGJ 70V OfAOlOV 7tf( TM Ti TV KAtlfAtv}®- tTt^OAUV V.tU TiW 

CLTrOffO^HV, KOA T» (A.D 'STOff>6) Ttt ty tKdlt&lf T01 f VOH/ACt]* JtCt- 

Qiretvcu. Ibid. cap. 38. 

(c) -Orrfcp koa 0 riauuA©" <r npcuvuv pun, TTirtf Vqvia.iv xctln?T/'&aj tv( cuvvd.{ JW /Aetjl 

0%b. De Incarnat. verbi Dei, Tom. I. p, 55. Paris i6z m t . Vid. Epift. ad Serapion, p. 180. 

(d) n«W>A« tf.TTQ^Ote STTiTOheU lA 1) P (0(AOUVi 9 —S\iK<tltt t # 

Apud Athanafii opp. Tom. II. p. 6o y 61. c 
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Cyril of Jerufalem {A- D. 350) introduces a citation out of the 

epiftle to the Hebrews , thus :-“ As the fame Raul faith in ano- 

“ ther place, And exhort one another daily , while it is call'd To 
a day Heb. iii. 13. ( e ). 

Hilary of RoiCtiers in France ( A 1 D. 354) quotes the epiftle 

thus:-“ Raul fays to the Hebrews , Being made fo much bet - 

a ter than the angels , #.r he pojfejfeth a more excellent name than 
“ they ” Heb. i, 4. (/)• 

Lucifer of Calar'is in Sardinia ( A\ D. 354) is another witnefs, 
who fpcaks thus, u Raul faith to the Hebrews , And Mofes verily 
“ was faithful in all his houfe as a fervant 99 &c. Heb . iii. 5. (g ). 

Hilary deacon of the church of Rome ( A\ D . 354.) feveral times 
cites the epiftle to the Hebrews as the apoftle's. u The apoftle 
u (fays he) in order to'fhew whom he meant by Mclchifedek , adds, 
“ Without all contradiction the lefs is blejfed of the better Heb . 
vii. 7. (A). And that by, The apoftle^ he means St. Raul, cannot 
be doubted, in as much as in this fame manner he quotes the other 
epiftles of this apoftle ( i ). 

ViCtorinus of the church of Rome ( k ) {A- D . 36a) fays, a We 
u read in Raul's epiftle to the Hebrews concerning Chrift, that he 
a is the exprefs image of God's fubflance Heb . i. 3. (/). 

Epiphanius ( A . D. 36 8) born and educated in Judaea, and while 
bilhop in the ifle Cyprus , holding correfpondence with, and 
fometimes vifiting, Jud#a y tells us of fome Hereticks, who faid, 
that “ Melchifedek was without father, without mother, without 
“ defcent, which they would prove from Raul's epiftle to the 
“ Hebrews ”, chap . vii. 3. ( rn ). The reader will pleafe to take 

notice 

( e) -waz cLWciyjs o av K ai '7rn^KeL\&!]i zajurvf jtatO’ secern r 

b to a Catech. xv. propc fin. p. 222. Cbm 1703. Vid. Ca- 

tcch. xiv. p. 203. 

(f ) -Paulus ad Hebraeos dixerit, Tanto melior fadtus angelis, quanto excellcntius 

ab his poHidet nomcn. De TrinitatVy Lib . IV. 36, Bajil 1570. 

0 ?) Paulus dicit ad Hebraeos, Er Mofes quidem fidelis in tota domo ejus tanquam fervus, 
Sec. De non conv. atm ffaereticis, apud Bibliothec. Patr. Tom. IX. col. 1054. 

( h ) Et ut apoftolus fignificaret quis intelligendus eflet per Melchifedech, adjecit, Sine du- 

bio enim, ait, quod minimum eft a mcliore bencdicitur. Vet. & Nov. < TfJlament . inter 

opera Augufiini 9 T'om. IV. Par. II. tguaeft. 108. p. 144. Vid. antes eadem pag. Sc pag. 145, 
147 - 

(i) Ibid. Quaeft. 108. p. 148. Quaeft. no. p. 152. & paflim. 

(k) Auguftini confellioo. Lib. VIII. cap. 2. 

(/) Le<Xum apud Paulum ad Hebraeos dc Chrifto, qui eft character fiibftantiae ejui. Adv. 
Ariumy Lib. II. apud Biblioth. Patr. Tom. IV. Col. 220. 

(m) Tltei dujjn ttz tk M<px<rip, on tayivZetXoynJQ~ tik 

wfof tk HojjKu Z'TiroLfif t 7 Tdvsa.y tool, Haeref lv. MeJchilcdccian, cap. 1. 

f . 468. Tom. I. Colon. 16S2. 
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notice, that Epipbanius does not in thefe words intend to contra¬ 
dict the apoftle. His meaning is, that thole Hereticks mifinter - 
preted the apoftle’s words, and fancied, that Melchifedek never 
had a father , or a mother : whereas the apoftle’s meaning is, as 
Epipbanius well lays, that u there is no mention made of them in 
“ the Holy Scripture ” ( n ). 

Ephraem of Syria {A. D. 370) cites the epiftle to the Hebrews 
thus, “ The fame Baul faith in another place, The word of God 
“ is quick and powerful , andjharper than any two edgedfword”. 

Heb. iv. 12. ( 0). 

Bafd {A* D. 370) firft educated in Judaa, and afterward bifhop 
of Cappadocia , does not, that I can find, mention St. Baul, or any 
other perlon, by name as the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews : 
but however (which fully anfwers our purpofe) he often cites it 
as the apofle's. His words are, u The apoftle faith, that Te are 
u come to mount Sion, and to the city of the living God, the hea - 
“ venly Jerufalem, ” &c. Heb . xii. 2 a. (jp).In this lame manner Bafil 
generally quotes St. Baal's other epiltles, without mentioning his 
name ( q ). This will fuffice to Ihew, that Bafil efteemed St. Baal 
to be the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews . Yet I mull not 
omit to obferve, that St. Baal is exprelly named as the author of 
the epiftle in the fourth book againft Eunomius , publilhed under 
the name of Bafil. The words are, a Baal fays, Who being the 
“ brightnefs of his glory {Heb. i. 3.) and, who being in the form 
u of God ”, Bhilip . ii. 6. (r). I do not lay any ftrels on this 
teftimony, bccaufe it is much doubted whether the fourth and fifth 
books againft Eunomius were written by Bafil. Du Bin thinks 
them genuine, becaufe they are quoted as fuch by the Greeks and 
Latins in the council of Florence A. D. 14351. But Dr. Cave 
reafonably doubts of it, becaufe they are not found in the moft an- 
tient manuferipts, nor quoted by any that can be call’d, antients. 

I 

( n ) To et/xj}7 w f» » Aid. to //» t%&V tw]ov 'Tre/jity n &K\<t itict To [Jm 

tv 7n y£'-"pn y.a\a to (pa.vtfMTff'lov t'Trwoy.cti&d.t. Ibid. cap. 2 . 

(O) Idcmque alio in loco Paulus, Vivus eft (inquit) (ermo Dei, & efficax, 8cc. Confefs. 

Vcm. 3 . p. 6 o~. Edit. Vojfian. Colon. 1616 

( P ) -O et'TTOT 0 ? OTl ' 7 r* 0 <n\tiyu$A 7 i 2 /WP ofH, Kcu TTOAtf 0 S H ^COVT®" , l€fb- 

(TiAiju &c. Homil. in Pfal. xiv. Tom. I. p. 129. Paris 1658. Sec alfb Homil. xxvii. 

p 522. Conftirut. Monaft. cap. 22. Tom. II. p. 789. Epift. 43. Tom. III. p. 68. 

la) Comment in Efaiam, Tom. II. p. 63. Conftir. Monaftic. cap. i.p. 749. cap. 7. p. 770. 

& alibi paflim. 

(r)O ricti/A©- [/??*], Of av cLTAvycLfffjLA T,}f tto'Hf kcu , Of iv St* v'ta.f'X'Vy, Tom. 1 . 
pag. 762. 
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I muft not conceal, that in another book of Bafidt, viz. con¬ 
cerning the Holy Spirit , directed to Amphilochtus , he feems to di- 
ftinguilh the epiftle to the Hebrews from the writings of St. Taul. 
The words are, “ Taul teftifies by the Spirit concerning Chrift, 
“ that he is at the right hand of God even the Father, who fays, 
“ Sit thou at my right hand. And the Holy Spirit teftifies, that 
“ he fat down on the right hand of the majefiy of God", (j). The 
firft paflage is cited from Rom. viii. 34. The laft is taken from 
Heb. i. 3. It may then be ask’d, wfiy did not Bafil cite this as 
well as the other under the name of Taul ? Would he not have 
done it, if he had thought Taul to be the author of the epiftle 
to the Hebrews ? I anfwer, this does not neceflarily follow. There 
can be no doubt but that Bafil thought St. Taul to be the author. 
In this place he does not feem to me to contradift it. We may 
apprehend the Cafe to be thus : Bafil quotes thele texts by me¬ 
mory. He remember’d, that the firft was in the epiftle to the Ro- 
' mans, and therefore he cites it as a paflage of St. Taul’s. Thus 
he would have cited the laft alfo, if he had diftin£tly remember’d, 
that it was in the epiftle to the Hebrews. But tho’ he perfectly 
remember’d the words of the text, yet he feems not to have remem¬ 
ber’d, juft at that time, in what part of the New Teftament it 
was to be found. For this reafon he cautioufly avoids naming any 
particular writer, left he fhould miftake, and quotes it as a laying 
of the Holy Ghofi , being lure it was deliver’d by one or other of 
the apoftles in the New Teftament. So that Bafil muft ftill be rec¬ 
kon’d among thofe who held the epiftle to the Hebrews not only 
an infpired epiftle, but allb an epiftle of St. Taul. 

Gregory of Nyjfa in Cappadocia {A. D. 370) brother of Bafil is 
the next witnefs who .attributes this epiftle to St. Taul. His 
words are,-- “ According to the expreflion of Taul , who faith, 
“ that firong meat beiongeth to them that are of full age , even 

thofe who by reafon of ufe have their fenfes exercifed”. Heb. v. 
“ 14. (t). 

Gregory 

(/) rietVAy tV TTV&fJLetTi J\lttf/.Ct$7Ugy.pLtVV Xe*rtf| 071 t?lV tv fillet 7* 058 KtU 7tf 

Tlctlgfii KtyoV7&y KetGtf tK c^t^tuv //K* KOU T8 A yttt TlvtV/Jlet]©- lA.GL{lufXV7@-j OTl iKctSlCTiV 

tv t»k pttystXcjffvvfif 7* 058. Cap. 6. ver f. fin. Tom. II. p 503, 304. N. B. Tho* 

ErafmuSy and Cock (in his Cenfura quorund. Script, p. 126, &c.) imagin’d, that the latter part 
of this book was not written by yet it is univerially allow'd, that the firjl fourteen 

chapters were. 

- (0 -- Kctjci 7M T8 FIflu;A8 <pcwtiy y of <pnaty y o\t 7t\HO)v cAe s sty w 7o.iy 

J\tcL thv t^ty 7ci au&tfluet* ytfvpLvao-iJLzvcL eX'Ov'lut'. Epift. de Pythonifla, Tom. x. pag. S}i. 
Paris 1615. 
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Gregory of Naziauzum in Cappadocia ( A . D. 370) reckoning 
up the genuine books of Holy Scripture fays, u There are four - 
fC teen epiftles of j Paul ” (<u) 3 which are not fourteen without the 
epiftle to the Hebrews. 

Amphilochius of Lycaonia {A. D . 370) is mention'd on this Oc- 
cafion. The words arc, u "Paul wrote fourteen epiftles to the 

u churches, one to the Romans -one to the Hebrews . Some 

u pretend that this is fpurious. But they are in the wrong. For the 
“ Hebrews were really thus favour’d ” ( w). Combefis thinks this to 
be the genuine work of Amphilochius 3 but EUlius , Cave, Du 
Pin , and Mill-, fancy it belongs to Gregory of Nazianzum. If 
this be fo, here is no new witnefs produced. But as their argu¬ 
ments are far from demonftration, I judg’d it unfair to omit the 
teftimony. 

Didymus of Alexandria (A. D . 370) is an unexceptionable wit¬ 
nefs, who faith, “ Paul in the epiftle, which he wrote to the 
u Hebrews , citing the book of Pfalms, declares, it was dictated 
“ by the Holy Spirit, And as the Holy Ghofl faith , To day , if ye 
“ will hear his voice , harden not your hearts , ” Heb. iii 7. ( x ). 

Macarius of Egypt ( A\ D. 373.) cites the epiftle to the He¬ 
brews as written by the author of the fecond epiftle to the Corin¬ 
thians . His words are, “ I have efpoufed you , faith the apoftle 
w (2 Cor . xi. 2.) to one husband , that I may prefent you as a chafe 
“ virgin to Chrifi ” 3 and again, “ Whofe houfe are we Heb . iii, 
6 .(y). 

Ambrose of Milan (A. D. 374) often quotes the epiftle as the 
apoftle' s, and fometimes names the apoftle Tank Thus, for inftance, 
he fays, “ 'Paul teaches, that Jefus Chrifi is the fame yeferday, and 
“ to day , and for ever Heb . xiii. 8. ( z ). 

Jerom 

(v) Afcxct Ai Ild^A* Ti<»tL$U TW/roAaw. Carmen 33. Tom. II. p. 98. Paris itfli. 

(w) TTewMv tropae y^let/JcL Taut iKKhtunouf 
E'T/S-OAtf^ cNf tTT^CLj PeofjLauoti [nay, 

• KSU f 7T£J)i E G&W (JLicLV. 

T/ps* <Te <p(ttn rv\v E 

Ovx. eu teyovUr yvncitt ya$ » x*£i{. Ad Seleuch. apud Beveregii Pandeft, 

Tom. II. p. 180. 

(x) Paulus in epiftola quam ad Hcbraeos fcribit, dc Pfalmorum volumine teftimonium pro- 
ferens ab Spiritu Sandto id dittum cfle commemorat: & ficut dicit hie Spiritus Sanftus, Hodie 
II vocem ejus audieritis, nolite obdurarc corda veftra, & coetera. De Spirit. San&. Lib. I. in 
inir. inter Hieion. Op. Tom. vi. col. 4S4. 

( y ) H Afjiw ytL* vpuLft 9»i 7tv 0 atToroA©-, evi ttvS'ei etyvnv 'Wet^etmctu tw 

Xeir<y* kcu 'sraA/p, Ou ouQ- iCfitv «//***. Homil. 49. p. 535. Francofurt. 1594. Vid. Ho- 
mil. 9. p. 110. 

, (zf) Paulus dixit, Quia Jefus Chriflus heri, & hodie ipfe eft> 6c in fecula, De Incarnatienis 
Dominicae Sacramento , cap . 6 . Tm, II. p. 183. liajtl 1567. 
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Jerom\A. D. 37S) who had feveral times vifited both Rome and 
Jnd<ea y and fo could give us an exaft hiftory of the traditions of 
both places, continually cites the epiftle to the Hebrews , as the 
work of St. Paul. In his Catalogue of ecclefiaftical writers, having 
reckon'd up St. Raid 's other epiftles, he fays ( a ), “ The epiftle at 
“ the Hebrews is thought not to be his, becaufe of the difference 
u of the ftyle and language, but to have been, according to Ter- 
a tullian , written by Barnabas , or, according to others, Luke 
u the evangelift, or Clement afterward bifhop of the church at 
cc Rome , who, they fay, exprefs’d Paul's thoughts in his own beau- 
u tiful language; or rather becaufe, when Raul wrote to th c He- 
u brews , he avoided fetting his name in the beginning of the epi- 
a file, upon the account of the grudge they bore him. But he 
u wrote as a Hebrew to the Hebrews in Hebrew ; that is, in his 
w own language, with great elegance, that what he wrote in polite 
w Hebrew might the more elegantly be turn'd into Greek . And 
“ this is the reafon why the epiftle feems to differ from Paul's other 
<c epiftles What he fays of it in his epiftle to Dardanus has 
been tranfcribed already (< b ) except his faying there, u That it is 
u the work of a facred writer, and is daily read in the churches " (c). 
He adds in another place, that cc Paul's epiftle to the Hebrews was 
“ rejected for this reafon, becaufe in writing to the Hebrews he 
“ cites paffages of Scripture, that are not to be found in the/ae- 
“ brew copies " ( d ). The weaknefs of which reafon will fully 
appear from what fhall be faid, God willing, in thefe papers relating 
to the language in which this epiftle was written. 

Philaflrius of Italy (A. D. 38c) mentions, as one fort of Here - 
ticks , thofe u who will not own, that Paul's epiftle to the He- 
“ brews is his; but fay that it was written either by Barnabas 
* c the apoftle, or by Clement bifhop of Rome y> ( e ). 

Fauftinus 

(*) Epiftola autem quae fertur ad Hebracos non ejus (Pauli) creditur propter ftylifermo- 
nifque diflonantiam; led vel Barnabae, juxta Tertullianum, vel Lucae evangeiiftae, juxta 
quofeiam, vel dementis Romanae poftea ecclefiae epifeopi, quem aiunt lententias Pauli pro- 
piio ordinafle & ornaffe lermone: vel certe quia Paulus feribebat ad Hebraeos, & propter 
invidiam fui apud eos nnminis titulum in principio falutationis amputaverit. Scriplerat autem 
ut Hebracus He brae is Hebraice, id eft fuo eloquio difertiflime, ut ea quae eloquenter lcripta 
fuerant in Hebraeo clcquentius verterentur in Graecum ; & banc caufam efle quod a caeteris 
Pauli epiftolis di fere pare videatur. Catal. Script. ErcJeJ\ lub voce Paulas. *Tom. I. col. 350. 

(£) In this Introduction , p. vi. note (r). 

(O --cum ecclefiaftici viri fir, & quotidie ecclefiarum ledtione celebretur. Efijl. 129. 

Vardano. 

(rf) Pauli quoque idcirco ad Hebraeos epiftolae contradicitur, quod ad Hebraeos feriben* 
utarur teftimoniis quae in Hebraeis voluminibus non habentur. Commtnt . in Efaiae vi. 9. 
*Tcm. IV. cel. 55. 

(0 See before in this Introduction, p. v. note (p). 



XV 


The Introduction. 

Fauflinus of Rome {A. D . 384) afcribes this epiftle to Rauf 
when he lays, “ The apoftle Raul teaches us how Chrift was 
u humbled. — We fee JeJuSy fays he, who was made a little lower 
“ than the angels , ” &c. Heb. ii. <?. (/). 

Theofhilus of Alexandria ( A, . D. 385) quotes the epiftle to the 

Hebrews thus,-“ Raul teaching the lame as we do, Jcfus Chrijl 

“ the fame yeferday^ and to day , and for ever Heb. xiii. 8. (^). 

G an dentins of Italy (A. D. 387) quotes this epiftle as a writing 
of the afojlle . His words are, u The old law , as the apoftle 
“ faith, was a Jhadow of good things to come Heb . x. 1. (h). 
And again,— u As the apoftle fignilies in his epiftle to the He - 
“ brews , where he faith, Levi was yet in the loins of his father 
Heb . vii. 10. (/). In this fame manner, without mentioning the 
name of Rauly Gaudentius continually cites his other epiftles (k) : 
fo that there can be no room to queftion, but that St. Raul was, 
according to him, the apoftle that wrote to the Hebrews. 

Thecla of Seleucia ( A. D. 35)0) the famous writer of the old Greek 
Bible in the king's library, commonly call'd, The Alexandrian 
Manufcrift (/) reckons the epiftles of Raul to be fourteen (m) y 
and places this to the Hebrews immediately after the lecond to the 
TheffalonianSy before the epiftles to Timothy ^Tit us y and Rhilemon (yi\ 

Ruffnus of Italy ( A 1 D. 35)0) fpeaks full to the purpofe, thus,, 
4i Raul the apoftle writing to the Hebrews laith, He that corneth 
u to God mufty in the firft place, believe that he is y &c. ” Heb. xu 
“ 6 . {of 

Raulinus 


(/) Quomodo minorarus eft [Chriftus] exponat apoftolus Paulus :■ 


-Paulo minus, in- 


quit* ab anpelis minoratum videmus Jefum, &c. De Fide contra Arian cap. 4. apud Biblioth. 
Patr. ^Iom. IV. col. 6S3. 

(^) -Paulo nobifeum eadem praedicantc, Jefus Chriftus heri, & hodic ipfe, & in acter- 

num Epifi. Pafchal. I. inter Op. Hiercnymi y '‘Tom. IX. col. 422. Vid. Epift. Paichal. III. col. 

45 *- 

(h) - -Vetus lex, ut ait apoftolus, umbra erat futurorum bonorum. Serm. 13. apud 

Biblioth. Patr. 'Torn. II. col. 49. 

(/) Significat apoftolus ad Hebraeos, Adhuc, intuit, in lumbis patris crat Levi. 

Serm. 1. ibid. col. iy 

(£) Serm. 1,2, 1 3. & paflim. 

(/) Sec Dr. Grabe's Prolegomena to the Septuagint, chap. I. (eft. 4, j. 

(w) ^/7rt^o\cu TIcuAh itt. Ibid. fcdh 2. 

(w) Epiftolae Pauli (inquit Grabe) eodem locatae funt ordine [in MS. Alex ] quo in noftris 
Bibliorum editionibus; nifi quod epiftola ad Hebraeos proxime fequatur duas ad Theflalo- 
nicenles. Ibid, in margine t not. (*). 

(0) Paulus apoftolus ad Hebraeos leribens dicit, Credere enim primo omnium accedentem 
ad Denm oportet, quia eft, &c. Symbohtm ad Laurent in m , interOp. Hieronymi y *Tom . IX. col. 
167. Vide etiam col. 169, 181. 
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Paultnus of Nola in Italy {A. D. 393) reckons the epiftle to the 
Hebrews, and the epiftle to the Ephefians, to have been written 
by the lame author. His words are, “ The apoftle calls the 
u word of God the f'word of the Spirit (Ephef vi. 17) of which 
u [word of God] he fays to the Hebrews , The word of God is 
u quick , and powerful , and fharper than any two edged fword ”, 
&c, Heb . iv. 12. (p). 

Augufin of Africa ( AD. 396) who had more than once vifited 
Rome , reckons up the epiftles of Paul as we do, faying, u The 
“ fourteen epiftles of Paul the apoftle are, To the Romans — 

4 4 to the Hebrews ” (q). Again, he faith, “ There are many and 
“ great things written concerning Melchifedek in the epiftle to the 
u Hebrews , which mofl look upon as an epiftle of Paul , tho' feme 
u deny it ” (r). 

Chryfoflom of Confantinople {A. D. 398.) has written a Com¬ 
mentary upon the epiftle to the Hebrews , in which, without the 
leaft doubt or hefitation, he continually fpeaks of it as St. Pauls 
epiftle. Particularly in his Preface he debates the queftion, Why 
Paul , who was the apoftle of the Gentiles , fhould write to the He¬ 
brews ? and Ihews, that he had a right fb to do (j). 

To the teftimonies of thefe particular writers we mull add that 
of the councils in their days. 

The Council of Laodicea {A. D> 364) delivering a catalogue of 
the books of Scripture, mentions u fourteen epiftles of Paul , one 
“ to the Romans ,-one to the Hebrews ” (t). 

The third council of Carthage (A r . D . 397) gives us alfo a lift of 
the canonical books of the Bible, among which it reckons u thir- 
“ teen epiftles of Paul , and one of the fame author to the He¬ 
brews ? ” (u). 

To 

if) Apoftolus—gladium Spiritus dicit verhum Dei: de quo ad Hebraeos ait, Vivus fermo 
Dei & efficax, & penetrabilior omni gladio ancipiti, &c. Epifi. 50. Tom. I. p. 302. 
Paris 1685. Eandem epift. videfis inter Opp. Auguftini, Epiji. 58. Tom. II. p- 33 2, 

(7) Quatuordecim epiftolis Pauli apoftoli, ad Romanos, - ad Hebraeos. De DoBriv. 

Chrifl. Lib. II. cap. 8. Tom. III. /r. 29. 

(r) Melehiicdech—— de quo in epiftola quae infcribitur ad Hebraeos (quam plures apoftoli 
Pauli efle dicunt, quidam vero negant) multa & magna conlcripta lunt. De Civit. Dei 9 Lib. 
XVI. cap. 22. Tom. V. Par. 11 .p. 209. 

(j) E/ roivvv e 9 vw o^oroxQ- m [0 IIcuM©-]— ■ -t/ itotm E &X* > 7i ^ 
av}oi$ eTTzrexxiv \ Praefat. in Epift. ad Heb. 

( t ) Et/ toXcu Uavx* J'ijtfltJfcojfltfef, E C$as*s ptet. Canon, ult. 

apud Juitelli Bibliothec. Juris Canonic. Vet. Tom I. p. 55. 

(«) Pauli apofloli epiftolae tredecim, ejul'dem ad Hebraeos una, cap. 47 - a P ud Concilia 
cdita per Petrum Crabbe ) Tom. I. p. 431. 
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To thefe we may add the teftitnony of the 85th apoftolical canon,, 
as it is call'd, which mentions fourteen epiftles of 'Paul among the 
books of Holy Scripture (-ic;). Of what age thefe canons are I can¬ 
not fay; but as it is pretty well agreed, that they were compofed 
before the fifth century, I cannot think it proper wholly to omit 
their teftimony. 

Thus I have brought down the hiftory of the Traditions rela¬ 
ting to the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews to the end of the 
fourth century. It is needlefs to go farther : fince the teftimonies 
of later ages muft be of lefs weight in the cafe relating to a fact 
that happen'd in the beginning of Christianity. But it muft be 
obferved, at the lame time, that after the year of our Lord 400,. 
the tradition, That 4 Paul was the author of the epiftle to the He¬ 
brews , was uuiverfal and uninterrupted , till of late. 

It muft not be conceal'd, that in the third and fourth centuries; 
there were fome authors (whole works are now extant) that do 
not appear to have aferibed this epiftle to St. FPaul, fuch as Minu- 
cius Foeiix , Cyprian , Novatian , Arnobius , Laffantius , Julius 
Firmicus , and Optatus . But then it muft be remember'd too, that 
it does not appear, they ever attributed it to any other author. 
Some of them (as Minucius Foeiix , and Arnobius) wrote againft the 
Heathens, and lo do not (as they had no occafion to); quote any 
Scriptures at all. Julius Firmicus in his book concerning the Er¬ 
ror of ^Profane Religions , does not happen fo much as once to 
quote any one of the epiftles of the New Teftament. For tho’ he 
makes ufe of that fentence, O death where is thy fting ? (.r) yet he 
feems to have borrow’d it direftly from the prophet Hofea , xiii. 14.. 
as the place is exprefs'd in the Greek , Syriac , and Arabic verfions, 
and as it is repeated by the apoftle, 1 Cor . xv. 55. LaPtantius 
imploys himfelf in writing againft the Heathens , and therefore fel- 
dom quotes Scripture, except fome prophefies of the Old Tefta- 
ment with a defign to fnew thi* t they have been accomplilhed. So 
that their not quoting the epiftle to the Hebrews does not fo much 
as feem to be a hint, as if they rejected it. 


The 

(w) vu.iv 'Ttdufi'- - fiCcnrfjJci kou ctyta -rijuAa ST/roAsu <P:xt 

A pud licvcrcgii Cod. Canon- Eccld’ Primir. vindicat. p. 462. 

(x) Pug. 4S. ad ealeem Minucii Fodrcis, 06 t. Lugd.Bat . 16x2. 
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The cafe of Cyprian and Nov at tan , in the middle of the third 
century, it mu ft be own’d, is very different. There are many 
paffages in the epiftle to the Hebrews very pertinent to the pur- 
poles of their writings. Upon which account it looks very likely, 
that they were of the fame opinion with fome others of the Latin 
church at that time, who did not (as Jerom tells us) receive this as 
a canonical epiftle (jy ). It is true alfo, that Optatus of Africa 
(A. D . 368) does not quote it: but that may have been entirely 
owing to his not finding an occafion to do it • juft as he never once 
quotes the epiftle to the Colojfians , and but once St. Mark’s Gofpel. 
And there is the lefs reaion to fufpeft that he look’d upon the 
epiftle to the Hebrews as not genuine, becaufe Vifforinus , who 
was an African as well as he, and who lived at the fame time, and 
Auftin of Africa , a little after, cited it as St. 5 Paul's epiftle, as we 
have already feen. 

The reader poflibly may wonder to find me reckoning Optatus 
among thofe Chriftian Writers, who have not cited the epiftle to 
the Hebrews in their works now extant: fince Baronins (x) Span - 
heim ( a) } and father Simon ( b ) pofitively fay the contrary. But 
let the reader judge, when I lhall have laid before him the matter 
of fa£t exaftly as it is. The paffage refer’d to is this (c). t£ God 
u faith by the prophet, This is my covenant , which 1 will make 
u with the houfe of Ifrael , and the houfe of fudah ; and after 
thofe days , jaith the Lord , I will put my laws in their hearty 
“ and write them in their minds It is almoft impoflible to avoid 
feeing, that the author, whoever he was, here quotes the prophet , 
and not the apojlle . But if he had quoted the apoftle, it could 
not have ferved our purpofe, fince the paffage did not come from 
the pen of Optatus , but has been added to his work by a later 
hand. Dr. Cave fays, “ It is reafonable to fufpect, that the feventh 
u book againft the Donatijts (from which the forecited paffage is 
ic taken) was not written by Optatus , becaufe Jerom mentions 
only fix books of Optatus againft the Donatijts y and becaufe 
u Optatus himfelf, in the firft book, where he gives an account of 

u his 


( y ) Sec before, p. vi. note (>■). 

(s) Annal. ad A. D. 60. No. 50. 

(/r) Operum, Tom. II. col 201. 

( b ) Critical Hiftory ot the New Teftament, Part I. chap. 16. p. 14 6. 

(r) — ■ Indicavit Dcus per prophetam dicens; quoniam hoc eft teftamentum meum quod 
difponam domui Ilrael, & domui Judae ; & poft dies illos, dicir dominus, dans leges meas 
in cordc eorum, & in menribus corum feribam eas. Dc Schilm. Donatift. Lib. VII. p. 10S. 
Antwerp 1702. Edit. Du Pin. 
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a his intended method,propofed to finifh his argument in fix books : 

“ befides that the ftyle of the feventh book is vaftly different from 
u that of the preceeding, and fome of the doctrines in it quite con- 
“ trary to thole of the firft fix books } \ Du ‘Pin urges thefe very 
fame confiderations in his account of Optatus^ in his New Hiftory 
of Eeclefiafiical Writers . But in his edition of Optatus he deter¬ 
mines the matter fomewhat more nicely. He allows, that Optatus 
wrote but fix books, and that that which is now call’d the feventh 
book (except the interpolation) contains three additions, belonging 
to his firft, fecond and third books, which he wrote after the work 
was finiflfd ( d ). But be thefe things as they will, it is very cer¬ 
tain, that the long paragraph of the feventh book, from whence 
the forecited palfage is taken, is an interpolation, u Since it is not 
“ in any one of the manuferipts of Optatus that Du Pin confulted, 
a it agrees neither with the foregoing, nor following context (which 
“ perfectly correfpond, if this interpolation be drop’d) does not 
“ agree with the ftyle of Optatus , and is perfectly inconfiftent 
iC with his doftrine and opinions ” (e). 

I am forry there is a neceflity to admonilh the reader, that 
Spanheim in his differtation on this fubjeft, and Dr. Mill in his re¬ 
ferences prefix’d to the epiftle to the Hebrews , in his edition of 
the New Teftament, have more than once cited books under the 
names of falfe authors. Both of them quote the fame individual 
book under the name of Gregory of Btftica, and of Faujlinus 
too (/) : whereas the book was really written by the latter {g ). 

And the title of it in the Bibliotheca Patrum is, ( h ) Faujltnus 
the ‘Presbyter’s , commonly thought to be Gregory Boeticus’r book 
concerning the Trinity , or the Faith. A book now reflor’d to its au¬ 
thor : which was before they were born, A. D. 1624. Idacius 

Clarus 

(rf) Liber feptimus non eft revera liber diftindtus a caeteris, fed additamenta ad quofdam 
libros (primum fecundum Sc tertium) ab ipfo Optato compofita, opere jam confedto. Ibid. 

Praefat. cap. 3. fedl. 4. 

(e) Non extat haec lacinia in ullo e quaiuor codicibus MSS. quos mihi videre contigir, 
nec in prima ediiione Balduini, nec concinic cum antecedentibus & conlequentibus, quae nac 
fublata optime cohaerent; nec ftylum Optati fapit, & ab ipfius placitis, & dodtrina prorfus 
abhorret. Ibid. p. tco. \ id. p. 107. 

(/) Spahemii Opcrum, 'Bom. II. col. 201. No. X, XU. Millii Teft. Gr. inter Teftimo- 
nia de Epift. ad Hcb. p. 65^, 660. Edit. Oxon . 

(^) See Du Fin’s Hift. of Eccl. Writers, Vol. II p. 85, 192. and Cave’s Hift. Literar, 
p. 188, 231. 

(h) Faultini Presbyteri, vulgo Grcgorii Boetici, ad Gallam Placidiam de Trinitate, five 
de fide contra Arianos. Liber nunc dennim audtori fuo reftitutus. Tom. IV. col. dSo, 

d 1 
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Claras is cited both by Spanheim and Mill as author of the book 
againft Varrimadus : and yet Chijflet , Cave (/), Du Tin (k), and 
(Judin (/) agree, that the real author of it was Vigilius Tapfenfis. 
Mill quotes the fpurious works of Titus Boftrenjis \ and feveral 
Pieces falfly father'd upon Athanafius (m), and Aujtin (n). It was 
ncceflary for me to obferve thele things, that I might not be ac- 
cufed of Negligence in not quoting Opt at u /, Gregory of Boetica , 
Idacius , Titus, Stc. I have fpared no Pains to make this account 
as perfect as poffible, have faithfully reprefented fads without the 
leaft difguile, and have trufted to no fecond-hand quotations, but 
have taken every palTage of the ancient writers immediately from 
the original authors themfelves. 

And now, upon the whole, we fee, that there were among the 
antients only three opinions about the author of the epiftle to the 
Hebrews . One iingle man, Tertullian , fancied, that Barnabas was 
the author of it. Some three or four that are named, and the more 
modern church of Rome denied it to be St. Taul’s, and at the fame 
time denied it to be a canonical epiftle. But the mo general tra¬ 
dition from the very firft time we read any thing about the author, 
to the Year of Chrift 398, was that St. Taul wrote it: and the 
writers within this fpace (fome of Africa , fome of Judtfa, fome of 
France , fome of Italy , fome of Rome in particular, and fome of 
other countries) are witneffes to the tradition, That Taul was the 
author of this epiftle. Their evidence feems to be very convincing : 
for how little ftrefs foever is to be laid on the opinions of the fathers, 
{who, by the way, realon'd as well as the old Heathen philofo- 
phers) (0) with regard to the doctrines of the Gofpel, or the fenfe 


Cave's Hilt. Lit. p. 232, 371. 

(A) Vo]. II. p. 192. Vol. IV. p. 171. 

(/) Supplement, p. 124. 

(w) De Palfionc & Cruce De S. Deipara. De Commun. Eflcntiae Patris, Fit & Sp. S, 

.( n ) De Incarnatione Verbi. De Fide ad Pctrum. 

(0) The famous CicerC) after Cleavthes and Jrifiotle , hath (in a very wife manner !) under¬ 
taken to prove, that the pars are animals and gods. The admired philolopher hath repre¬ 
sented and inforced the argument thus, 41 There are two forts of heat in the world, viz,. 
44 that of pre y and that of animal bodies. The former confnm p s and didipates every thing : 
4C w hereas the heat of animal bodies preferves, fudains, and improves them. Since then the 
44 fm does not confume things like fire, but makes all things fiourilh, it is molt certainly 
44 an animal^ as the other liars alfo arc. As fome animals are produced on earth, others in 
44 the water, others in the air, it is ablurd to Hip pole, that no animals are produced in that 
14 part of the world which is mod adapted to produce them. The Aether in which the 
44 liars are placed, is exceedingly thin, and fine, and always in motion and vigour: where- 
“ fore it is unqueftionable that animals are produced therein, and thole, fuch as are endued 
$K with the moll acute fenfes, and with the lwifted motion. Wherefore/ fince thq £hrs are 

44 generated 
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cf Scripture : yet all mankind muft allow, that they were as ca¬ 
pable as any men living of teftifying to a matter of faff, which 
came under their own obfervation. Since therefore they allure us, 
that tradition handed down the epiftle to the Hebrews as the work 
of St. Taul , we cannot doubt but that this, in fact, was the tra¬ 
dition. And fince this tradition w r as ancient in the days of Clement 
of Alexandria, and Origen, about 130 years after the epiftle was 
written ; it mutt have had its rife in the days of St. Taul himfelf, 
and fo cannot reafonably be contefted. 

Some learned men have attempted to prove this point from what 
St. Teter fays, a Tet. iii. 15, id. If it could be proved, that he 
here fpeaks of the epiftle to the Hebrews , the teftimony of this 
apoftie would fully determine the difpute. But as I do not think, 
it can be certainly proved, that he fpeaks of this epiftle, without 
frfl proving, that St. Taul was the author of it, I cannot argue 
from this paflage. Thofe on the other fide go upon the fuppofition, 
that St. Teter’ s epiftles were written to the Hebrews, or Jews. But 
it feems to me abundantly more natural to fuppofe, that they were 
written to Gentile Chriftians, if we confider many palfages of the 

epiftles 

f< generated in the Aether, it is natural to luppole, that they have fenfe and underftanding, 
w and from hence it follows, that they are gods. For we may talce notice, that thofe mcn y 
“ who inhabit that part of the earth, where there is the purefl and finefl air, have a brighter 
“ genius, and a better underftanding, than fuch as live in a more grols and heavy air: and 
il the food men make ule of is thought to create a difference in their intellectual abilities. 

“ It is probable therefore, that, as the liars inhabit the aetherial part of the world, and 
4< are nourifh'd by refined food, they are endow’d with an extraordinary degree of intelli- 
<c gence. But their fenfe and underftanding are principally di(covered by their order and 

conllancy. Nor can it be laid, that they are moved by any fuperior power : for what can 
“ be fuperior ? The motion of the liars is voluntary. Their divinity therefore is lb very 
c< plain, that I cannot fuppofe a man to be otherwife than ignorant or impious, or out of his 
u fenfes, if he fhall deny it”. Cicero De Natura Deorum, Lib. II. cap. 15, i<5. p. 143, &c. 

Cantab . 17 25. 

Abundance more of luch flup/d fluff may be met w ith in that lame Book, and in other 
writings of the old philo/ophers, than which no arguings in the fathers can be more weak and 
ridiculous. Irentus his urging, that there can be no more than four Gofpels , becaufe there are but 
four quarters of the earth is not one jot more trifling. But many will overlook, or even ad¬ 
mire a weaknefs in a Heathen philofopher, who will not fail to magnify a flip in a Chriflian 
writer to the utmoft. 

N. B. I am obliged both in juflice and charity to look upon Cicero as IpeiTing his own 
thoughts in this paflfage : fince otherwife he muft be reputed an Atheift. The f(H.*aker$ in the 
dialogue are only three, viz. Velleius an Epicurean, Lucilius Balbus a Stoic, and Cotta an Atheifl. 

Now in charity to Cicero , I would not fuppofe him to be an Atheifi, or an Epicurean, which is 
much the fame ; but rather believe, that the Stoic fpeaks his opinion. And in juflice to Ci¬ 
cero, I am bound to believe this, becaufe in the lafl fentence of the book, where he fpeaks in 
his own perfon, he lays, “ Velleius thought Cotta the Atheift pretty much in the right: 

“ whereas he himlclf judged the dilcourle of Ballus (from whence the forccited paflage is 
l< taken) to have the greater probability ”, He repeats the lame opinion.of the dilcourle of 
Balbus in his book, De DiVmatiom, Lib. I. c. 5. al. 9. p. 1247. Lugd. Bat. 1692. 
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epiftles themfelves. St. ‘Peter reprefents the perfons, to whom he 
writes, us having been in a Rate of ignorance with regard to God, 
and religion, i Pet. i. 14. As obedient children, not fajhtoning your 
[elves according to the former lujis in your ignorance. This is ex¬ 
actly parallel to what St. Paul fays of the Gentiles , 1 Thef. iv. 5. 
Not in the lujl of concupifence, as the Gentiles who know not God\ 
and Rom. i. 22, 18, 32. Prof effing themfelves to be wife, they be¬ 
came fools (as we juft now faw from Cicero )- and did not like to 

retain God in their knowledge : —— who, tho’ they once knew the 
judgment (or law) of God , yet did not now confider, that they, who 
do [itch things are worthy of death, and not only they that do them, 
but even they alfo who confent with fitch as do them (p). Abfs xvii. 
23, 30.— God whom ye ignorantly w or ftp.—The times of this ig¬ 
norance God winked at. Ephef. iv. 17, 18.—The Gentiles walk in 
the vanity of their mind, having the underftanding darken’d, be¬ 
ing alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, becaufe of the blinanefs of their heart. But no fuch thing is 
ever faid by the apoftles, of the JewiJh nation, which was favour’d 
with a divine revelation, and with the knowledge and worfhip of 
the true God. St. Peter fpeaks of them to whom he wrote, as 
call'd out of darknefs into God's marvelous light , 1 Pet. ii. p. An- 
fwerably we read, that St. Paul was fent to the Gentiles to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darknefs to light , Affs xxvi. 17, 
18. and that the father hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the faints in light, and hath deliver’d us from the 
power of darknefs, Colof i. 12, 13. They, to whom St. Peter 
wrote, were not God’s people, and had not obtain’d mercy, till 
they became Chriftians, 1 Pet. ii. 10. Who heretofore were not 
the people, but now are the people of God ; who had not obtain¬ 
ed mercy, but now have obtained mercy. Whereas the Jew- 
ifo Chriftians were the people of God, and had obtained mercy, 
before the Chriftian Religion was fet up. But it was not thus 
with the Gentiles, who were fir angers to the covenants of pro- 
mife, having no hope, and without God in the world, Ephef. ii. 
12. And it is particularly to be taken notice of, that the ex- 
preftion laft cited from St. Peter is ufed by St. Paul, when he 
is unqueftionably lpeaking of the Gentile converts, Rom. ix. 24, 

23.- Even us [Chriftians] whom he call’d not only of the Jews, 

but 

(p') This is the true fenfe of the text, which fliould be read thus, Oitivk to J'/x.cucj{aa 

7k C7nyi>0v ]tfX IVOTlGtLVy ojt 01 Tet TOIcwJa 'Gr£Cf.'Uo/J<ZS d-cLl'cl}* KflVy # f-OVCV cfc 01 

aula, <zr°iKv\<i<;y olkea not oi <ruirdbJ'GKvfli{ tgis 'srgp.ojKO'i, See Dr. Mill on the place. 
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but alfo of the Gentiles ; as he faith alfo in Hofea, I will call them 
my people, who were not my people . The perfons, to whom St. Te - 
ter directed his epiftles, are exprefly call'd Gentiles, and fpoken of 
as having lived in the fins of the Gentile world, i Tet. iv. 3. Let 
the pa ft time of life fuffice you to have wrought the will of the Gen - 
tiles, while ye walked in lajcivioufnefs, lufls, excefs of' wine, re - 
veilings, b an que tings, and abominable idolatries ( q ). In like man¬ 
ner St. Taul continually fpeaks of the Gentiles, as living in thefe 
fins, Ephef iv. ip. Who being pafl feeling have given themfelves 
over to lafcivioufnefs, to work all uncleannefs with greedinefs, 

1 Thef iv. 5. Not in the luft of concupifcence, even as the Gentiles . 

The idolatries of which St. Teter fpeaks, were certainly the works 
of the Gentile world, by which they are diftinguiftrd from the 
Jews, 1 Cor . xii. 2. 2 Cor . vi. 16. 1 Thef i. p. And the other 

vices were look'd upon by the apoftle as characters of the Gentiles, 

1 Cor . v. 10. St. Teter hints in the beginning of his fecond epiftlc, 
that the Chriftians to whom he wrote, had been of the Gentile 

world. Simon Teter - to them that have obtain'd like precious 

faith with us, i. e. to the believing Gentiles, who have obtained 
Pike precious faith with us believing Jews . 

I cannot find any thing that looks like a confiderable obje&ion 
to this account. It has been urged indeed, with a defign to prove, 
they were Jews, that St. Teter calls them, flrangers fcatterd, 

1 Tet . i. 1. But furely Gentile Chriftians might be firangers feat - 
ter'd through Tontus, Galatia, Afia, &c. as well as Jews . If 
St. Teter had faid, like St. James, To the twelve tribes, or, To 
the Jews that are fcatter'd, there would have been proof in the 
cafe. But his barely faying, that Chriftians were difpers'd in thofe 
countries will never prove, that they were originally of the Jewifb 
nation. Thus alfo when the apoftle exhorts Chriftians to have 
their converfation honejl among the Gentiles, 1 Tet . ii. 12. it will 
equally fuit them, whether they were originally circumcifed or not. 

Nor can his faying that good Chrifiian women are the daughters 
of Sarah, chap . iii. 6. prove, that they were born Jews, fince 
Gentiles as well as Jews, upon their faith in Chrift, are become 
the children of Abraham, Rom. iv. 11. Befides the arguments 

already 


Thus tlii-i text flioulrl be read. .The word, f/j, is not found in the Alexandrian^ 

and Ionic other MSS. nor in the Latin , Syriac, Arabic, and Aethiopic versions. And it muft 
be obferved, that the Syriac verfon makes ufe of the fecond perfbn thus. Let the time pajl Juff re , 
“wherein ye laic wrought, &t\ The Arabic and Aethiopic vcrfions, as well as fome Greek MSS. 
read, Let the time pajl fuffice you, &V. 
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already anfwer'd, Ejlius farther urges, -with the fame view, that 
faying of the apoftle, i Bet . i. ip. ff'e have a more fare word of 
prophecy ; whereas it is moft certain, that the prophefies of the Old 
Teftanient do as much belong to Gentile, as to *ffewifio Chriftians\ 
It feems then moft reafonable to conclude, that St. Beter wrote his 
cpiftles to believing Gentiles . 

The perfons, to whom he direfted his epiftles refided in Bontnr y 
Galatia , Cappadocia , Afia and Bithynia , i Bet. i. i. To the fame 
Chriftians he fays, St. Baal alfo wrote, 2 Bet . iii. 15. Accord¬ 
ingly we find, that St. Baul did, in fa<ft, write to the Chriftians 
of Galatia , and Afia. One of his epiftles is direfted to the churches 
of Galatia . Ephefas and Coloffe were in the proconfular Afia , as 
was alfo Laodicea ; fo that whether the epiftle call'd, The epiftle 
to the Epheflans , was really written to them, or to the people of 
Laodicea , as fome have thought, ftill it was an epiftle to the Chri¬ 
ftians of Afia* As thefe three epiftles of St. Baul, Bo the Gala¬ 
tians, Ephefians and Colojfians were written to the Chriftian 
Churches in Galatia and Afia , to whom St. Beter } s epiftles were 
alfo directed ; there feems no room to difpute, but that St. Beter 
refers to thefe very epiftles. This is perfectly natural: whereas 
the fuppofition, that he refers to the epiftle to the Hebrews , will 
(befides for the reafons already mention'd) be very improbable; 
becaufe it cannot be any way made appear, that the Chriftians of 
Judtea were driven from their own country, and difperfed in Ga¬ 
latia, Afia, and the neighbouring provinces between the times of 
writing the epiftle to the Hebrews, and the fecond of St. Beter . 
The epiftle to the Hebrews was unqueftionably lent to the JewiJh 
Chriftians refiding in fadrfa, as will be obferved in the Synop/is. 
They therefore wl)o think, as Dr. Mill did, that St. Beter* s epi¬ 
ftles were written to the fame perfons, muft make very firange 
fuppofitions.’ Dr. Mill lays, St. Beter' s firft epiftle was written, 
A. D. 6 1, the epiftle to the Hebrews, A. D . 6 3, and St. Beter* s 
fecond epiftle, A. D . 67. According to this, it muft be fuppofed, 
that the perfons, to whom thele three epiftles were written, were 
driven out of Judsea, and dilperfed in Galatia, Afia, &c. A. D . 
6 1. that, two years after, they were fuffered to return, and live 
in their own country (where Dr. Mill allows they were, when the 
epiftle to the Hebrews was fent them) ; and that four years after 
this, they were again banifh'd, and difperfed where they were be¬ 
fore. But of thefe things there appear no footfteps in hiftory. 


It 
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It will, in the next place, be needful to inquire, whether we can 
find, in the epiftles to the Galatians , Epheftans, and ColoJJians , 
the things which St. Peter refers to in St. ‘Paul’s epiftles. And 
here it is obvious to obferve, that upon every fcheme the things 
refer’d to mujl be in tbefe particular epiftles, as will appear from 
St. Peter’s own words, which are theft, The day of the Lord will 
come—What manner of perjons ought ye to be in all holy conver- 
fation and godlinefs ; looking for, and hafting to the coming of the 
day of God ■'—We look for new heavens, and a new earth, where¬ 
in dwelleth righteoufnefs. Wherefore beloved, feeing that ye look 
for fuch things, be diligent, that ye may be found of him in peace 
without fpot, and blamelefs. And account that the long-fuffering 
of our Lord is falvation, even as our beloved brother Paul alfo, 
according to the wifdomgiven unto him, hath written unto you, as 
alfo in all his epiftles, fpeaking in them of thefe things, 2 Pet. iii. 
10—16. He here exprefly lays, that what St. Paul had written 
to them was the fame as he had alio written in all his epiftles ; 
and then adds, that St. Paul fpeaks of thefe things in all his epiftles. 
Confequently he hath written this , whatever it be, and hath fpo- 
ken of thefe things whatever they are in the epiftles to the Galati¬ 
ans, Epheftans , and Colo Qians, in particular : whether thefe are 
fuppoled to have been written to the fame perfons to whom 
St. Peter directed his epiftles, or not. Upon every fuppofition then, 
we muft look for the lame things here intended by St. Peter , in 
thele three epiftles, as in the epiftle to the Hebrews. Let thofe 
therefore who think St. Peter fpoke fir ft andfeparately of the epi¬ 
ftle to the Hebrews , and then of all St. Paul’s other epiftles, Ihew 
how the things referr’d to by St. Peter are written and fpoken of 
in all St. Paul's epiftles ; and I fhall be faved the labour of fhew- 
ing that thefe things are written and fpoken of in the epiftles to 
the Galatians, Epheftans , and Colo Qians in particular. So that no 
man can objeCt againft the fuppofition here advanced (viz. That 
St. Peter fpeaks firft and feparately of thefe three epiftles, and then 
of all the reft, that were written by St. Paul) from the account 
that St. Peter gives of the things which are written and Ipoken of 
in them. For if any one fhould fay, that thefe things are not 
written in them, he would direCtly contradict the apoftle, who ex¬ 
prefly fays, that they are written in all St. Paul’s epiftles. 


e 
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Tho’ what has been now faid is fully fufficient to filence all 
obje&ions to the fuppofition here made drawn from the context in 
St. Peter ; yet it may be expedient juft to oblerve, that the things 
faid to be written in St. Paul's epiftles are really written there. 
When St. Peter faid, As Paul alfo hath written unto you , as aljo 
in all his epiftles,/peaking in them of thefe things ; he did not bare¬ 
ly mean, that Paul had written concerning the one thing juft im¬ 
mediately before mention’d, viz,, that the long-fuffering of our Lord 
is falvation : but he meant, that St. Paul had written concerning 
thofe feveral things which St. Peter had before mentioned in that 
difcourle, viz. The day of judgment , the obligations to hoTtnefs and 
godlinefs , the future ft ate of righleoufnefs and glory , the obligation 
to be without /pot and blamelefs , and that the long-fu/fering of 
God is falvation. Of thefe things St. Peter exprefly faith St. Paul 
doth /peak in all his epiftles. The future ftate, and the obligati¬ 
ons or virtue are unqueftionably fpoken of in the three epiftles, to 
which I fuppofe St. Peter here particularly refers, Gal . vi. 7.—10. 
Ephef. i. 4, 13, 14, 18. iv. 17* &c. v. 1.---18. Colof i. 5. <?, 10, 
a2, 27, 28. iiu 1.—17. iv. ii, il. In thefe epiftles alfo there 
are hints fufficient, that the long-fuffering of the Lord is falvation , 
as plain and exprefs, I am lure, as any in the epiftle to the He¬ 
brews. The paifages in the epiftle to the Hebrews cited on this 
occafion are thefe that follow; Heb. vi. 12, 15. That ye be not Jloth- 
ful , but followers of them who through faith and patience inhe¬ 
rit the promifes.—And fo after he had patiently indured , he ob¬ 
tain'd the promife. lx. 28. Unto them that look for Chrift Jhall he 
appear the fecond time—unto falvation . x. 23, 36 . Let us hold 
faft the profejffion of our faith without wavering : for he is faithful 
that promi/ed. — Je have need of patience, that after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promife. For yet a little 
while , and that which Jhall come, will come, and will not tarry. 
In the lame way as thefe texts can be proved to lignify, that God's 
long-fuffering, exercifed towards mankind in delaying the coming 
of Chrift to judgment, is defign’d to give them time to prepare for 
falvation ; it may eafily be proved, that many expreflions in the 
epiftles to the Galatians , Ephefians , and Colofftans , fignify the 
lame. It may be allow'd, that in the now cited paifages of the 
epiftle to the Hebrews , the apoftle goes upon the fuppofition , that 
the long-fuffering of the Lord is falvation. But without all doubt, 
the fame thing is as clearly implied in the other three epiftles, par¬ 
ticularly y 
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ticularly, Gal . vi. p. Let ns not be weary in well-doing : for in due 
leafon we Jhall reap if we faint not: which is moft exa&ly paral¬ 
lel to the places jult now cited from the epiftle to the Hebrews* 

This dodtrine, That the long-fuffering of the Lord is falvai'on is yet 
more plainly taught, Ephef ii. 3,4, j. Among the children of dif- 
obedience we all had our converfation in times pafi , in the lufs of 
our flefh , fulfilling the defires of the fiefh, and of the mind , and 
were by nature the children of wrath even as others . But God y 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us y 
even when we were dead in fins [/. e . under lentence of condemna¬ 
tion to death upon the account of fin, without hope of a refur- 
recHon] hath quicken'd us [or given us a title to a bleflfed refiir- 
redtion] together with Chrifl. In this paflage the apoftle very 
plainly teaches us, that the idolatrous and immoral nations of the 
earth deferved to have been puniftied with death : but God exer-. 
cifed mercy , love, and long-fuffering towards them, and delayed 
palling a final fentence on them. At length he brought the Gen¬ 
tiles into his church, and made them heirs of falvation . Thus his 
long-fuffering was for their falvation. The fame doftrine is taught 
in the fame words, Colof i. ai. ii. 13. 

But to return : it may not be amifs to take notice, that there 
are feveral things in the epiftle to the Hebrews like to what 
St. Raul fays in his other epiftles. He calls Timothy his brother , 

Heb . xiii. 23. as he does, 2 Cor . i. 1. Colof i. 1. Ehilem . 1. He 
concludes the epiftle with his ufual falutation, Grace be with you 
alf Amen ; which, When written with his own hand, was the 
token in every epiftle, as he fays, a Thef iii. 17, 18. I cannot in¬ 
deed argue from thele things, as ibme have done, that none but 
Eaul could be the author of this epiftle. For BarnabaSy Luke y 
or Element might call Timothy , brother \ and fay, Grace he with 
you all (as St. John ends his Revelation) as well as our apoftle. 

But it is worth obferving, that thefe things are agreeable to 
St. Raul's manner. 

As to the objeftions that have been made to its being St. Raul'Sy 
it does not ficem difficult to give a good folution of them. It is 

faid, that St. Rani could not write what we read, Heb. ii. 3.- 

The great falvation - was confin'd to U S by them that heard it. 

u For (faith Grotius) the author, in thefe words, reckons himfelf 
u to be one of thole who received the knowledge of the gofpel, 
u not from Chrift, but from his difciples But it is obvious to 

e 2 reply, 
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reply, that Grotius might with equal ftrength prove, that St. Paul 
was not the author of the epiftles to the Efhejians , Colo Qians, &c. 
It was a very common thing with the apoltle to rank himfelf with 
thofe to whom he wrote, by ufing the words, We, and Us. Thus, 
Ephefi ii. 3. Among whom [/. e. the Gentiles ] we all had our con- 
verjation in times pa ft, in the lifts of our flejh. Col. i. 12, 13. The 

father - hath deliver'd us from the power of darknefs. In 

thefe and many other paflages he ranks himfelf among the Gen¬ 
tiles , tho’ he was really a lew. His defign herein was not to infi- 
nuate any thing that is fallc, but to render his exhortations the left 
offenlive, and the more effectual. In like manner, when he reckons 
himfelf among them to whom the Gofpel was confirm'd by fuch as 
had heard Chrift preach it, he does not imply, that he had not alfo 
learnt the Gofpel from Chrift’s own immediate information ; but he 
puts himfelf in the cafe of the people to whom he writes (which 
was in fafr partly his own cafe alfo) and then, to avoid giving any 
offence to them, directs the exhortation to himfelf as well as to 
them. 

Le Clerc fancies that the epiftle to the Hebrews was written af¬ 
ter St. ‘Paul's death, becaufe it is faid, Heb. xiii. 23. Our brother 
Timothy is fet at liberty. For (fays he) St. Paul's fecond epiftle to 
Timothy was written but juft before the apoftle’s death. If then 
Timothy’s imprifonment had happen’d before St. Paul wrote his 
epiftles to him } the apoftle would certainly have mention'd it in thofe 
epiftles, and have commended Timothy's patience and confiancy (/). 
But Le Clerc forgot, that the apoftle has done this very thing, 
1 Tim. vi. 12. where he faith to Timothy, Thou hafi profefs’d a 
good profeffion before many witnejfes , i. e. “ Thou haft openly 
“ own’d Chriftianity before the enemies of it, and before thy judges”. 
For in this fenfe are the fame \vords ? O /uco\oytctv f/,<zplvpGtv y ufed in 
the following verfe, where they are render’d, Chrift Jefus before 
Pontius Pilate witneffed a good confeflion. Le Clerc will never be 
able to prove, that it was neceflary for the apoftle to fay more on 
this head.. 

It is likewife urged, that the language and ftyle of this epiftle 
are different from the language and ftyle of St. Paul’s undoubted 
epiftles. To which, it may eafily be anfwer’d,. 


(i) That 


(i*0 Ilrjtoria Ecclejiaftica, ad A. D. 69. p. 459; 
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(1) That they, who infill on this difference of ftyle are not agreed 
in determining whole ftyle the ftyle of this epiftle is like. Clement 
of Alexandria by laying that Luke tranjlated it (/) does as good 
as lay, that the ftyle of this epiftle is like the ftyle of St. Luke ; 
and he exprefly fays, that it is the fame as the ftyle of the Alls of 
the apoftles (^). And yet Eufebius , another Greek writer, does as 
good as lay the direft contrary . For from the ftyle he infers, that 
the Greek of the epiftle is not Luke’s , but Clement’s of Rome , 

His words are (#), “ Some lay that Luke the Evangelift, others, 

“ that Clement of Rome tranflated the epiftle into Greek : the lat- 
u ter of which leems the more probable of the two becaufe of the 
u fimilttude of ftyle between the epiftle to the Hebrews , and the 
“ epiftle of Clement There is the fame diverfity of opinions among 
the modern Critics . What llrefs then can be laid upon this argu¬ 
ment from the ftyle y when thole that have fet up for nice judges 
of ftyle, have gone into fuch different fentiments ; and when two 
learned Greek writers , who mull be fuppofed to be as good judges, 
as moft, of different llyles in the Greek language, contradift one 
another on this head ? 

(2) Suppofing the language and ftyle of the epiftle to the He¬ 
brews to be as like St. Luke’s as Grotius would have it: ftill this 
will be no manner of proof that he was the author of the epiftle : 
fince if it was originally written in Hebrew , and Luke was the 
perfon, who tranjlated it into Greek , the language and ftyle of 
the tranflation would naturally be as like that of St. Luke’s Goff 
pe^ and Alls , as Grotius thought it to be. If any reader would 
defend Grotius his opinion on this head, I would defire him to 
compare the Greek tranflation of the difoourfes and fpeeches of 
Chrift and of Raul) which we meet with in Luke’s Gofpel and Alts 
(which fpeeches were originally deliver’d in Hebrew or Syriac (as 
we lhall loon fee) with his tranflation of the epiftle to th ^Hebrews ;} 
and if he lhall find the fame ftyle in both, he will not be able to 
infer more from it, than that Luke was the tranjlator of botlu 

(3) As 


(/) Sec before, p. iii. note (c). 

(0 OQw TOV eufjoy TA KctjeL TtlV iffJWVeiCtV TOJuJm T£ T|Jf £7T/faAWf, KtU TOl/ 

Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef! Lib. VI. c. 14. 

(w) See before, p. ix. note (A). 
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(s) As to the words and phrafes in the epiftle to the Hebrews, 
which Grotius fays are never ufed by St. ‘Paul, but moft of which 
nrc peculiar to St. Luke , he l'adly trifles. It is very true, as he ob- 
fcrvcs, that W3s£pt^ue-ia ha.i never appears in all St. Paul’s thirteen 
•undoubted epiftles : but then it is as true, that it is not found in 
any other writing of the New Teftament, but only, Heb. ii. i. It 
is true, that St. Paul in his other epiftles does not ufe Awtc, to 
fignify the world, as it fignifies, Heb. i. a. xi. 3. but then it is as 
certain alfo, that St. Luke never ul'es it in this fenfe. To what 
purpofe then did Grot his make thefe obfervations ? Will they not 
as well prove, that Luke was not, as that Paul was not, the au¬ 
thor of the epiftle ? It is true, that iuAa.Bn$rw; fignifies, being afraid , 
Adis xxiii. 10. and Heb. xi. 7. and that this word with its kindred- 
words are never ufed by any other writer of the New Teftament 
but St. Luke , and the tranflator of the epiftle to the Hebrews. 
But then it muft be added, in contraft to this, that the very next 
word in the Greek Concordance, viz,. EuAcyia, which is twice met 
with in the epiftle to the Hebrews , is uled Jeven times by St. Paul, 
.and not once by St. Luke. Is not this then as good an argument 
to prove, that St. Paul was the author ? It is true, that Ej? to 
uravWAn is ufed, Luke xiii. u. and Heb. vii. 25. inftead of E/? to 
Sinvmtc. But then, to have done juft ice, Grotius ftiould not have 
conceal’d, that this latter is the phrafe which is moft commonly 
met with in the epiftle to the Hebrews ; and yet is not once ufed 
in Luke's Gofpel or Adis. See Heb. vii. 3. x. 1, 12, 14. Grotius 
next inftances in y.<x,ftugxjutvoc, and , Adis vi. 3. xvi. 2. 

Heb. vii. 8. xi. 2, 5, 3p. But at the fame time he took care not to 
obferve, that St. Paul ufes the words exadtly in the fame fenle 
wherein they are. ufed in the epiftle to the Hebrews: while 
St. Luke makes ufe of them in a fbmewhat different fenle. St. Luke 
fpeaks of perfons, who had a good character among men : whereas 
the epiftle to the Hebrews fpeaks of perlons, who had a good te- 
ftimony given to them by God, in the Holy Scripture. Thus alfo 
St. Paul in his undoubted writings ufes the word, , 

Rom. iii. 21 .—wio th vo/uu, xancuv v, 'The righ- 

teoufnefs of God is witnejfed to by the law and the prophets j exact¬ 
ly parallel to his faying, Heb. vii. 8 .—on of whom 
it is witnejfed (viz. in the Old Teftament) that he (Melchifedek) 
liveth. At the fame time it may be proper to obferve, that St. Paul 
ufes the word alio exactly in the fame fenfe with St. Luke, 1 Tim. v. 

10. 
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lo.— iv x<zAoi$ jut,aplup*jUivYi> a widow that had a good cha- 

rafter among for her good works. If Grotius had thus told 
out all the truth, he would not have deceived his readers, as, I 
fear, he has now deceived many. The next inftance he produces is 

as fignifying a divine admonition y Luke ii. 26 . Heb. 
viii. 5. But how to infer any thing from this in favour of Grotius 
is beyond the power of man to tell; fince St. Raul unqueftionably 
ufed X?AucLh'T/Lt(& in the fame lenfe, R.om. xi. 4* But vvhat faith 
the anfwer of God unto him ? Is not this then as much St. Baal's 
ftyle, as St. Luke's ? The next word taken notice of by Grotius 
as ufed in the cpiftle to the Hebrews , and by St. Luke , which is 
not ufed by St. Raul, is Hyxjj.iv(& a Ruler, Luke xxii. 26. Heb. xiii. 

7, 17. And I can tell him of a word that is ufed eleven times 
by St. Luke , and thirteen times by St. Raul, and yet is not once 
uled in the epiftle to the Hebrews , I mean, H^w, which fignifies,, 

Now, or Already . But can it be inferr'd from this, that the epif¬ 
tle was written by neither Raul, nor Luke ? Surely as well as 
Grotius proves it was not written by RauL His next inftance is 
A * Brince. ALts iii. 15. v. 31. Heb. ii. 10. xii. 2. On the 
other hand, we may inftance in A yuvjfA&, Holinefs, which is read 
in the epiftle to the Hebrews, and in St. Raul's undoubted epiftles, 
but not in the writings of St. Luke. Thus alfo Ay&v, A 
A i$hs, A iptoptat) AA/UfeAgi', {N. £. Tho' St. Matthew ufes 
this word, chap. xxii. 5. yet St. Luke in his parallel account does 
not, chap. xiv. 18.) A(uled Matth . vii. 2 6. yet not in the 
parallel, Luke vi. 45).) A/^;x@c, A votjuujmvmKct), (inftead of which 
St. Luke ufes Avotg^o^., &c. are words found in the epiftle 

to the Hebrews, and in the uncontefted writings of St. Raul, but 
not in St. Luke's Gofpel or Atts. And yet it is evident, beyond 
all poiTibility of contradiction, that St. Luke had as much occafion 
to make ufe of thefe words, efpecially of A^feA&a, A /xfx(^., and 
AvctpLi/upYKJKw, as St. Raul had of ufing H ynf** 1 '®', and A pyny(&. 

The only remaining inftance mention'd by Grotius is, that the prc- 
pofttion fignifies concerning, in the epiftle to the Hebrews y 

and in the writings of St. Luke, as Luke xx. 15). They knew, that 
he fpake the parable (ynn unto, or concerning them . Heb . i. 

7. ayyiKnt M) b, concerning the angels he faith . All this is 

juft enough. But it is falfc in faft to add, as Grotius does, that 
this fenfe of the word is peculiar to St. Luke. For there is as plain 

an 
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an inftance in St. "Paul's undoubted epiftles, viz. Rom . viii. 31. 
Ti w cpvjutw wejs -tclvt*, which words may juftly be render’d, What 
/hall we fay concerning thefe things ? 

From what has been now faid it feems exceedingly evident, 
that there is not the leaft fhadow of force in what Grotius has ur¬ 
ged from the language of the epiftle to the Hebrews , to prove 
that it was not written by St. Raul. If a man, in reading Gro - 
tins, will take his bare word without examination, and not confi- 
der what may be faid on the other lide, he will be apt to ima¬ 
gine, there is fomething plaufible in the arguing. But when it is 
brought to the teft, it is evident, there is nothing in it. We have 
now feen, that by arguments every jot as ftrong as this of Gro - 
tiiiSy we may prove that St. Luke could not be, but that St. Raul 
was, the author of the Greek epiftle to the Hebrews . The truth 
is, there is nothing in the argument either way. And if the ar¬ 
gument had not been offer’d by fo great a man, it would not have 
been worth confidering. But fince Grotius has advanced it, it 
was necejfary to lift it to the bottom, tho’ in fo doing one feems to 
be trifling . For the argument cannot be anfwer'd in any other 
way. 

Finally it is objected, that if St. Raul had been the author of 
this epiftle, he would have prefix’d his name to it, as he has done 
to every one of his thirteen undoubted epiftles. But this is more 
than the obje&ors know. Our not knowing the reafon, why he 
did not begin this epiftle as he began the reft, is no proof, that 
there was no reafon for it at all. Whoever was the author of it, 
it is fa<ft, he has not fet his name to it. There was the fame rea¬ 
fon (as far as we can perceive) for any other perfon’s fetting his 
name to it, if any other perfon was the author of it, as for St. Raul's 
fetting his name to it, if he was the author : and there may have 
been the very fame reafon for St. Raul to omit his name, fuppo- 
ling him to have been the author, as for Luke , or Clement , or 
JipolloSy to fupprefs his name, provided either of thefe had been 
the author of this epiftle. So that there is not the leaft appear¬ 
ance of force in this argument. 

Since then the moft ancient and by far the moft general tradition 
of the church allures us, That St. Raul was the author of the 
epiftle to the Hebrews , and there is no manner of argument , 
whereby it can be proved not to be his work ; it remains, that 
we ought to receive the faid tradition as the truth; and to read 
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the epiftle with the reverence due to a writing of the great apoftle 
of the Gentiles, who wrote as he was moved by the Holy Ghoft. 

II. Of the language in which the epiflle to the Hebrews was origi¬ 
nally written. 

I N order to determine this matter it is neceifary to obferve, that 
that Hebrew language, which is retain’d in the writings of the 
Old Teftament ceas’d to be the common, living language of Ju- 
dtea upon the Jews being carried captive into Babylon ; and that 
after they were reftored to their own land, the common language 
they fpoke was the language of Babylon , call’d the Chaldee , 
which however is not much more than a dialed of the old Hebrew. 

The Syriac language varies a little more from the old Hebrew , and 
was the language of a country immediately bordering upon Judaa. 

Hence it came to pafs that the Jews imitated the Syrians alio in 
their language, both before, and in the time of our Saviour. This 
compound language of Chaldee and Syriac , after the Babylonijh 
captivity, became the common, living language of the Hebrews , 
and therefore was ufually call’d, the Hebrew language; tho’ it was 
fomewhat different from the old Hebrew preferved in the Old Te¬ 
ftament. That it was the common language of Judtea in the apo- 
ftle’s days is exprefly laid by St. Luke y Abls i. i£. That field 
is call’d in their proper jongue , Aceldama, that is to fay , the 
field of blood. The word (S/pPl Acel is not at all to be found in 
the old Hebrew language, but in Chaldee and Syriac it fignifies a 
field: from whence it follows, that the Chaldee , or Syriac was the 
proper tongue of the Hebrews at that time. Accordingly we find, 
that our Saviour and his dilciples, and the other Hebrews , with 
whom they converfed, continually fpoke in the Chaldee , or Syriac 
language, as is evident from the Syro-Chaldaic words recorded in 
the New Teftament, fuch as Abba , Bar-Jona, Bethefda , Boaner- 
geSy Cephas , Eloi, Ephphatha, Gabbatha , Golgotha, Lama Sa- 
baffhaniy Mar an atha, Rabboniy Raca y Tabithay Talitha burnt, 
which are not words of the old HebreWy but of the Chaldee or 
Syriac tongue. At the fame time it muft be oblerved, that in the 
New Teftament thefe words as fpoken by the HebrewSy are faid to 
be Hebrew y Joh. v. 2. The pooly which is call’d in the Hebrew 
tonguey Bethefda. xix. 13. The place called, the pavement , but in 
the Hebrew tongue , Gabbatha. v. 17. The place of a skull , which 

f is 
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is called in the Hebrew tongue Golgotha. Yet every one who knows 
any thing of the eaftern languages, knows that thefe particular 
words here call'd, Hebrew , viz. Bethcfda y G abb at ha , and Golgo- 
tha , are really words of the Chaldee or Syriac language. But as 
this language was, in our Saviour's days, fpolcen by the Hebrews , 
and is really very little more than a dialed of the antient Hebrew , 
there is nothing odd in calling it, the Hebrew tongue. 

This Hebrew , or Syriac language was the common language of 
the Hebrews after our Saviour's afcenfion alfo, in the days of 
St. Tauly as is evident from the hiftory of his life in the AEts of the 
apoftles. When he was apprehended by the Roman officer Lyfias , 
and had obtain'd liberty to make a fpeech to the Hebrews of Je - 
rufalem , it is faid, he [fake to them in the Hebrew tongue , AEts xxi. 
40. and in the next chapter, <v. 2 . it is added, When they heard , 
that he fpake in the Hebrew tongue to them , they kept the more 
Jilence . The apoftle, who had the gift of tongues, and fpoke with 
tongues more than other Chriftians (1 Cor . xiv. 18.) could have deli¬ 
ver'd this fpeech in any language whatfoever. The plain and only 
reafon therefore why he chofe to fpeak in the Hebrew or Syriac 
language, was becaule it was the language which the Hebrews , his 
auditors, would beft underftand, as it was their own proper tongue , 
AEts i. 15). He could have fpoken Greek at that time if he would : 
but he knew, the Jews would not then underftand him. Is it not 
therefore very natural to infer from hence, that two years after this, 
when he fent them an epiftle, he would be moft likely to write 
in the common language of the country, that fo the people, for 
whom the epiftle was defign'd, might be able to read, and to edify 
by it? Was there not the fame reafon for his writing , as for his 
making a fet fpeech to the Hebrews , in the Hebrew or Syriac lan- 
guague ? 

As it is thus natural to fuppofe, that St. Raul wrote this epi¬ 
ftle in Hebrew : fo all the old traditions relating to this epiftle ex¬ 
prefly fay, that it was written in that language. This tradition 
is mention'd by Clement of Alexandria ( w ), Eufebius (*), and 
Jerom (jy), and is not contradi&ed by any antient writer whomfo- 
ever. And lince there is -nothing odd, or unnatural in the thing it 
lelf, but rather it was agreeable to the Condition of the Hebrews 


(w) Before cited, p. iii. note (c). 

(x) Before cited, p ix. note (£). 

(y ) Before cited, p. xiv. note (4.) 
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in Judaa to whom he wrote, that he ihould write in the Hebrew 
or Syriac language : I cannot fee the leafl lhadow of a'reafon w hy 
we fhould disbelieve this ant lent and uncontefed tradition. I can¬ 
not allow myfelf to argue againft faffs aflerted by fujfcient and 
credible witnefles. 

It is not ncceflary to maintain in confequencc of this, that the 
Syriac text of this epiftle, which we now have in the Syriac Te- 
ilament is the original work of the apoftle. Perhaps this is only, 
like the Syriac text of the other epiftles, a tranflation out of Greek . 

Yet, on the other hand, I cannot argue, as Ejlius does, that it muft 
be fo on the account of two or three Greek words, which are found 
in it, (as Ki£cw 7 @l, and ^p*^^ AiclQkkh, Heb . ix. 4.) 

fince many Greek words were adopted* into the Chaldee and Syriac 
languages, during the empire of Alexander the Great, and his Gre¬ 
cian fuccelfors, three hundred years before the time of St. Eatil (z). 

There does not appear to me to be any manner of force in the 
objections that have been urged to confront this tradition, that the 
epiftle to the Hebrews was originally written in Hebrew or Syriac . 
However I {hall briefly confider them all. ' 

In the firft place it is objected, “ That the prefent Greek text 
“ does not look like a tranflation, fince if it had been fo, there 
u would have been found in it continual Hebraifms as in the old 
u Greek verfion of the Hebrew Bible : whereas the Hebraifms in 
<c this epiftle are very few, and the language of it is very ele- 
u gant But it is eafy to anfwcr, that the tranflator of the epiftle 
to the Hebrews , whether he was Luke y or Clement , was unfpeak- 
ably a better mafter of fenfe and language than the ancient Greek 
tranflutors of the Old Teftament, efpecially of the later books of 
it, who neither undei flood Hebrew or Greek in any tolerable de¬ 
gree ( a ). But Luke and Clement have proved by their own un¬ 
doubted writings, that they were well skill’d in the Greek language. 

And as Luke in particular has in fa£t exprefs'd in very good Greek 
the difeourfes of our Saviour and of St. Taul y which were originally 
deliver’d in the Hebrew or Syriac language, it is demonflration that 
he was capable of tranjlqting an efifile from the fame language in¬ 
to as <rood Greek . 

o _ 


(O See the book of Daniel \ and father Simon's Hifi. of the verpons of the N. < T. c. xv. fei f?. %. 
(a) See this proved in my firft Vol. of Notes and Difeourfes. Difc. v. p. I iS, &c. 
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2. It is obje&ed, “ That St. Paul in his epiftle to the Hebrews 
“ did not write in Hebrew , becaufe he does not quote the texts of 
“ the Old Teftarnent as they lie in the Hebrew original, but ge- 
“ nerally as they are reprefented in the Greek verfion; as, A body 
“ haft thou prepared me, Heb. x. 5. whereas in the Hebrew it is, 
“ Mine ears haft thou open’d, Pfal. xl. 6 . Jacob worftoipped, lean- 
“ ing on the top of his ftaff, Heb . xi. 1 1. whereas in the Hebrew it 
“ is, On the bed’s head, Gen. xlvii. 31. But there is not fo much 
as the appearance of an obje&ion in this to fuch as are fenfible, 
that the errors lie in the modern copies of the Hebrew Bible, which 
the Jews have communicated to us ; while the true, original read¬ 
ings of thefe texts have been preferved in the old Greek verfion, as 
has been remark’d in the Notes on thefe verfes in particular. The 
Hebrew text had not fuffer’d fo many alterations by the carelelTnefs 
of tranfcribers in the days of St. ‘Paul, as it has done fince. In 
his time the Hebrew* copies reprefented the texts of the Old Te- 
ftament in the fame manner as he has quoted them. If any rea¬ 
der needs to fee thefe things proved, I beg leave to refer him to 
the learned and ingenious Mr. Whifton's excellent Ejfay toward re- 
ftoring the true text of the Old Teftarnent ; and to the lift of errors 
noted in the prefent Hebrew copies , in my fecond volume of Notes 
and Difcourfes . 

3. It has been obje&ed by many great men, “ That if this epif- 

“ tie had been written in Hebrew, the apoftle could not have dif- 
“ courfed about a teftarnent in the ninth chapter, in the manner as 
“ he there does. For (fay they) while he there lometimes under- 
“ ftands the word, as fignifying a covenant,, and at other 

“ times a laft will and teftarnent, there is no fuch ambiguity in 
“ the Hebrew word rr'-o which never lignifies a will, but 
cc always a covenant ? ” This objection is folidly anfwer'd to my 
hands by the learned Mr. ‘Peirce, who hath excellently obferved 
and proved, that the writer does not, as fome have haftily faid, 
play with the ambiguity of the word, but always ufes it 

in one and the fame fenfe, as fignifying a covenant, particularly, 
Heb . ix. 15, 1 6, 17. See his Notes on thefe verfes. So that this 
difcQurfe might have been written in Hebrew , or Syriacy, and the 

apoftle 
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apoftle have ufod either the word ma 0^ not or trom 
as he pleafed. 


4. It is farther obje&ed, “ That if this epiftle had been written* 
“ in Hebrew , the author would not have done fuch a very nced- 
“ lefs thing as to interpret the plain Hebrew words Mekhifedeky 
u and Salem , as he does, Heb . vii. i, 2. This Melchifedek king of 
u Salem,——/^r/? being by interpretation king of righteoulhefs, and 
“ afterward king of Salem, that is y king of peace. Is it not as 
“ needlefs to make this obfervation to one who underftands the 
a Hebrew language, as it is to tell an Englijhman y that the word, 
“ fchool-mafter y fignifies the majler of a fchool ? 99 There would 
have been fome appearance of force in this objeftion, if we main¬ 
tain'd that the epiftle was written in the old Hebrew language. 
But this objection can be of no manner of weight to prove, that it 
was not written in the Syriac language, which is what the firft fa¬ 
thers, as well as the writers of the New Teftament, call Hebrew . 


In the Syriac language the interpretation was needful. In this 
language as well as in Englijh y there is a great deal of difference 
between Melchifedek and king of righteoufnefs. King of righteouf- 

nefs in Syriac is not pis: T7Q but either unutan seto 

or, at neareft, rvinipnn which are different 

enough from the Hebrew words to render an explication ne- 
ceflary. The French word Neufchatel needs to be explain'd to 
an Englijhman y who knows only his mother-tongue, tho' it does 
not more differ from Mewcaftle y which it fignifies, than the He¬ 
brew and Syriac words now mention'd do from one another. Ia 

like manner, king of Saletn in old Hebrew is □‘Xl -170 but king 

of j?eace in Syriac is KnVin teto which * are different 
enough both in fpelling and in found to conceal the derivation 
from one that could only fpeak the Syriac language. I may add- 
ex abundantly that if any one would rather fuppofe, thefe inter¬ 
pretations were added to the text by the Greek translator, he might 
confirm his fuppofition by obferving, that St. Luke in another Greek 
tranflation of a Hebrew difeourfe has in fa£t inferted fuch an in¬ 


terpretation, as was not in the original. The difeourfe I mean is 
that of St. Teter, which no doubt he deliver’d in Hebrew, or Sy¬ 
riac, and to which St. Luke in his tranflation has made an addition, 

A£f$ 
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Arts i. 15>- & w a s known unto all the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
in fo much as that field is call'd in their {roper tongue, Aceldama, 
that is to fay, the field of blood . Thefe words, it is evident, could 
not have been fpoken by St. Peter in a difcourfe he deliver'd to 
Jews at Jerufalem : but the whole verfe muft be look'd upon as 
a parent hefis thrown in by St. Luke the tranflator. It is every 
whit as poffible, that St. Luke fhould add the explication of the 
words, Melchijedek and Salem, in his Greek verlion of the epiftle 
to the Hebrews . For it is manifeft the author builds nothing at 
all on thefe interpretations in the fubfequent difcourfe. See a like 
inftance Job. i. 42. 

5. It is urged, “ If this epiftle was written originally in He- 
u brew, whence comes it to pafs, that no copy of it in that lan- 
“ guage was ever read, feen, or heard of by the moft diligent col- 
u lectors of all fragments of antiquity in the primitive times ? " In 
anfwer to this it muft be obferved, that as the ancient Chriftians 
pofitively fay, that it was originally written in Hebrew, they do 
as good as fay, that they had heard of a copy of it in that lan¬ 
guage. But as Jerufalem was deftroyed about eight years after 
this epiftle was written, and the Hebrews, for whole particular ufe 
it was intended, were fcatter’d abroad, there was the lefs occafion 
for the Hebrew copy of the epiftle, fince authentic copies of the 
Greek tranflation would be more generally ufeful to the Hebrew 
Chriftians themfelves in their difperfion, and to others alfo. 

6 . In the laft place it is urged, u That this epiftle abounds 
u with Greek elegancies and Paronomafia’ s that have no counte- 
u nance given to them by any thing in the Hebrew tongue, fuch 
u as that for inftance, chap . v. v. 8. E/walk* ap’ g'zuaQg. Chap . x. 
“ 34. UTrae^cvltov & vtvcl^iv I do not perceive the force of 
this objeftion, becaufe fuppofing the epiftle had been written ori¬ 
ginally in Syriac , and from thence tranllated into Greek by St. Luke, 
he could not, even in this cale, have well avoided thefe Parono - 
mafia’s. In whatever language the author had faid, Chrifi learn d 
obedience from the things that he fuffer’d, and how far diftant foever 
the words, learn’d, and fuffer’d, in that language, were from jingling, 
or rhyming, or from being derived from the fame root • yet the 
Greek tranflator could not well avoid the mention'd Paronomafia, 
r diz>. t/uc&Siv ap’ ocv esraOe* The tranflator does not appear to have 

the 
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the leaft defign of chiming ; and muft have taken fains on purpofe 
to avoid it, if he would not have words thus near in found ftand io 
clofe together. Thus alfo, in whatever language an author hap¬ 
pens to mention mens being [foil'd of their goods, and their having 
a better fnbfance in heaven, it would be mod natural for a Greek 
tranflator to ufe the words, and vira^iv, not for the fake 

of a likenefs in found, but becaufe thefe are proper words in the 
cafe. Befides, if the author had intended a Earonomafia in this 
place, and had originally written this epiftle in Greek , it is more 
likely he would have faid and vira^'lce., in Englifh 

thus, Te took joyfully the jfoiling of your goods, and have in heaven 
more in during goods. There is no arguing from thefe E aronoma- 
fia's , unlefs they were manifeftly defign d and intended by the au¬ 
thor. For they often occur in writing without defign. And they 
therefore particularly often happen in tranfilations , when there is 
nothing of the kind in the original* St. Eaul's fpeech to the Jevy- 
ifij Sanhedrim, Adis xxiii. was unqucftionably deliver’d in Syridc\ 
and yet we fee a Earonomafia in St. Luke's tranflation of it, v. 3. 

Karas rev vojmcv, and Tixfpevo jul&v : in Englifh , Thou fittejl to judge 
legally, and yet illegally commandeft me to be beaten . In like 
manner there is a Earonomafia in the Greek of Matth , xvi. 18. 

Su & , xai S7H tclvIy] tyi k. r. A. and in the Latin ver- 

fion too, Tu es Petrus, fufer hanc Petram, &c. Yet, I hope, 
no one will infer from hence that our Saviour fpoke thefe words to 
Eeter either in Latin , or Greek : fince he undoubtedly fpoke in 
Syriac, in which language the Earonomafia is ftronger, as the 
fame Syriac word N£ttO fignifies both Eet/r and a Jlone. There 
is therefore no arguing from a Earonomafia, unlefs it was mani¬ 
feftly defign'd, and intended . And if it was intended, ftill, if it hold 
in feveral languages, the Earonomafia can never determine, which 
language is the original, and which are tranflations. And as there 
does not appear to be any one Earonomafia in the Greek epiftle 
to the Hebrews , that was defign'd and intended by the author of 
the Greek edition; it is w^eak to go about to argue from an acciden¬ 
tal chiming of words, that the Greek is not a tranflation^ but the 
original. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole, there does not appear to be any reafon for 
disbelieving the antient and uncontefted tradition, that the epiftle 
to the Hebrews was written in Syriac , commonly in thole days 
call’d, Hebrew : lo that I cannot but determine, that it was writ¬ 
ten in that language, and that St. Luke is very likely to have been 
the perfon who tranflated it into Greek. Thus the different tra¬ 
ditions among the antients appear to center in the fame point. 
Thofe that attributed the epiftle to St. ‘Paul , and thofe that at¬ 
tributed it to St. Luke are both lo far in the right, that St. Paul 
was the author of the efijlle ttfelf> and St. Luke (probably) the 
author of the Greek tranjlation. 
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Chap. X. 


TEXT. 

N D ye had 
companion of 
me in my 
bonds, and 
took joyfully 
the fp oiling of your goods, 
knowing in your lelves, 
that ye have in heaven a 
better and an enduring fub- 



PARAPHRASE. 

OR ye fympathized with thofe 
who were in bonds, and joyful¬ 
ly fuffered the lofs of your earth¬ 
ly fubftance, being perfuaded, 
that you have in heaven (e) ” a more lub- 
ftantial treafure, which is better, and more 
enduring than the worldly treafure you have 

loft. 

NOTES. 
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4 ‘ (0 TiVv<rnov\t4 iX ltv ^ wfatpo/f, ix*v\i<T<tVy knowing 

11 in your [elves y that ye have in heaven a better , and an enduring [ubfiance. The Paranomafia 
44 in 7Q)v and vta^sv teems very like St. Paurs way of writing. There is a 

44 conftderable difficulty in fettling the true reading, and fo the exadt ftnfe of this paf- 
44 fage. Our tranflation, by an unufual trajedfcion, joins the h ta.vlo/f with ywco<ntoi/li!y 
41 knowing in your [elves : and yet that teems preferable to the rendring of others, knowing 
44 that you have in your [elves a better [ubjtance in heaven. It (bunds ftrangely, that he 
44 ffiould fay in the fame tentence, that they had it in them[elves y and that they had it in 
44 heaven . And if neither, of thete interpretations is agreeable, there will be a neccfliry 
14 to have recourte to fome different reading.'* 
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PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


loft. Therefore, after you have made fo fiance. Ca ft not away 55 

good a beginning, and fuller d fo much, and wh ich hath great recom- 
Ihew'd lo ftrong a faith in the promiles of pence °f reward. For ye 36 

heaven, do not now caft away this faith and £ ye'have^one the will 
courage (f) y which will be recompenfed of God, ye might receive 

with a large reward. And you ought not S/Xle,' aSV'U 37 

to call away your faith and courage, becaufe foall come, will come, 

ye have need of patience, that ye may hold and wil * not tan T* ^ ow & 

on in a courfe of doing the will of God, and 

that afterward ye may receive the reward 

which he has promifed (g ): Which reward 

you may depend upon receiving, if you hold 

on in the exercife of patience and courage : 

for it is but a little while, e’er the reward 

which is to be conferr’d upon you, will 

come, and will not tarry beyond the time 

fix’d for its coming (Jh). And he, that is 



NOTES. 

The providence of God here ftop’d the fagacious and learned Commentator, by a 
much lamented death, from proceeding in his beloved work: to whole unfearchable wis¬ 
dom we muft lubmit. If Mr. Peirce had lived to go on with his defign, no doubt he 
would have chofen, and declared his approbation of, the reading of the belt MSS. and 

versions, viz. utv]m ; and fo have render’d the text thus,- knowing that your felves 

have in heaven a better , and an enduring fubfiance . There are plain traces of this reading 
in Mr. Pi tree's paraphrale of the former part of the verfe above recited. This reading 
makes the text very eafy and intelligible, and is fufficiently confirm’d to be the true one 
by the futFrage of the Alexandrian and other MSS. of the old Italic , Syriac , Arabic, and 
jEthiopic versions-, and of Clemens Alex . 

(/) YlctffnenLv. Confidence. The Greek word, as ufed in the New Teffcament, properly 
fignihes courage , and refolution in profefling the truth, and in perfevering in a courfe of 
virtue, when perfecution or other dilcouragements arife ; as appears from the ufe of the 
fame word, Mark viii. 32. where our tranflation has it, Chrift fpake openly , meaning boldly , 
i, e. with courage, and without being daunted. See alio Job. vii. 26 . xviii. 20. AH. iv. 
13, 29, 31. Ephefv i. 19. Philip, i. 20. 

(g) KThk trsretyyt\tay f ye might receive the promife. That the expreflion, U 
receive the promife , fignifics the lame as, t» receive the accomplilhment of the promife , or, to 
receive the reward that was promrfed t is fully confirm’d by comparing the following texts, 
viz. Lnk. xxiv. 49. I fend the promife , i. e. I fend the thing that was promifed. AH. vii. 
17. iVhen tie time of the promife drew nigh y i. e. the time of accampli/bing the promife, or of 
hrfiowing the bkfling that was promifed. See alfo, AH. i. 4. ii. 33- Gal. iii. 14. Heir. vi. 
15. xi. 13, 33, 39. The bleflmg, or reward here meant is called a better and enduring fitb- 
fiance in heaven , v. 34. and the falvation of the foul y v. 39. 

(&) He y that Jball comt y will come , and will not tarry. Thefe words, together with the 
whole next verfe, are borrow’d from the prophet Habakkuk, Chap. ii. 3, 4* with regard to 

which 
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Chap X. 


which paflage three things mull be inquired into, viz. the true reading of the words in 
the prophet; the meaning of them ; and the application made of them by the apoftle. As 
to this firft fentence,//if, that Jball come , will come , and will not tarry , it is the fame exact¬ 
ly in the Hebrew , in the old Greek tranflation, and in the apoftle, excepting only that the 
word, Andy which is retain’d in all the verfions of the Polygloty is omitted in the prelent 
Hebrew copies : which is a fimall fault in the JewiJb tranlcribers. Our tranflators indeed 
have given a different turn to the Hebrew expreifion of the prophet, and have render’d it 
thus; It will fur ely come , it will not tarry. VVhercas the Hebrew word, Mis a particrple t 
and fitly render’d in Greek by gf He that Jball come y or, c lhat which jball come. 

As a participle it is frequently ufed, particularly Numb. iv. 3. Jcfh. vi. 1. 1 Sam. xxx. 23. 
I hope, I need not admonilh the learned reader, that no manner of regard is to be paid 
(as I never pay any) to the different pointing of this (or of any other) word by the mo¬ 
dern Jews. 

In the next place it will be neceflary to inquire into the meaning of this firft part of this 
paflage, as the words lie in the prophet. The truly learned and judicious Bp. of Durham , 
in his excellent Defence of Chriftianity , has particularly confider’d this text, and interpret¬ 
ed it as a prophefy of Cbrifty p. 160, &c. His lordlhip renders and interprets thefe words 
of the prophet with the context thus, And at the end he Jball break forthy and not deceiver 
tho * he tarry longer than your wilhes, expeB him: becaufe he y that comethy will come , he will 
not go beyond God’s period, or appointed time, p. 162. If the paflage is to be interpreted 
of the Alejfta’s coming, I humbly move, whether it fhould not be underftood of his com¬ 
ing to judgmenty or elfe of his coming to reflere the Jews to their own land, and to call in 
the fulneis of the Gentiles Ipoken of, Rom. xi. 25, 26. The reafon of feppofmg this is> 
*fcecaufe the paflage does not feem capable of being meant of Chrift’s firft coming into the 
world. For, according to his lordfhip’s own interpretation of the prophet’s words, this 

prophely of the coming of the MeflGa is propefed as a comfort to the juft : -- becaufe hejhould 

remove the feeming ohjcBions againft providence , from the little y or no diJlinBion between the righ¬ 
teous ■, and the wickedy p. 163. Whereas the firft coming of Chrift did not remove thele 
feeming objections againft providence, but rather increafed them : fince his religion has 
expofea his difeiples to the fevereft kinds of perfection. His coming to judgment will fully 
remove the objections: but his firft coming did not. 

Befides, the context will not permit us to interpret this place of Chrift’s firft coming. 
The feries of the prophet's difeourfe is this: He begins his book with complaining to 
God of the prolperity of feme wicked Jews , and of the evils which they brought upon 
good men of their own nation, in his days, Habak i. I—4. Next he reports the anfwer 
which he received from God, which was, that Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldeans fhould 
be permitted to invade Judea y and to punilh the wicked inhabitants of it, v. 5—11. Tfyc 
prophet apprehending, that this remedy would be as bad as the difeafe, humbly cxpoftuv 
lates with God about his permitting tne idolatrous nation of the Chaldeans to devour the 
Ifraelitesy as the fifties of the fea devour one another, v. 12—17. The anfwer which the 
prophet receives to this expoftulation is the whole fccond chapter. The four firft verfes 
are the preface to the vifion ; the reft of the chapter is the vijion itfelf. One would natu¬ 
rally expeCfc, that the anfwer to the ex'poftulation of the prophet ftiould be to this pur- 
pole, viz. 44 Tho' I will lend the Chaldeans upon you, and permit them to make dread- 
“ ful havock among you: yet the time ftiall come, when 1 will fettle you in peace in 
41 your own land, and neither the Chaldeansy nor any other nation, lhall any more conquer 
44 or diftrefs you. Believe my promile, and wait patiently for the time, when the Deli- 
44 verer JhaU come out of Zion One might the rather incline to interpret the promile in 
this fenfe, becaufe of what the oracle lays, v. 14. which ought to be render’d thus, 
<Ihe land [of Judea] Jball be fill'd [with inhabitants] to know the glory of the Lordy as the 
waters cover the fea: i. e. 44 Tho* the Chaldeans lhall be permitted to deftroy feme of the 
44 Ifraelitesy and to carry others away into captivity, fo as that few men lhall be left in 
44 Judea : yet there is a better time coming, when the land of Judea lhall be fill'd with 
* 4 ifraelitesy as the waters fill the channel of the fea." This interpretation of 14. 1 
gratefully acknowledge I received from the converfat/ov of that excellent commentator, 

Mx. 
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Mr. Peirce : who, in die fame juft manner, interpreted the parallel place, Ifai. xl 9. and 
oblerved, that the old Greek verfion has thus render’d both theft texts. If this be (as it 
appears moft likely to be) the meaning of the prophets, it will be impoflible to interpret 
cirhcr of them, in the contexts of the faid places, as fpeaking of the ftrft coming orthe 
AJcJJia. For very foon after hi s ftrft coming, A. D. 70. the land of Judea vns fo far from 
being replenish'd with JewiJb inhabitants to know the Lord, that it was then almoft emptied 
of them, and they have not yet been fufter’d to return to their own land. But this pre- 
didtion of jilting the land to know the Lord fhall be hereafter accomplifh’d. Ezekiel has fore¬ 
told the fame, viz. that the twelve tribes fhall be rejlored to their own land, fhall multiply 
therein, and know and worfhip God, Ezek. xxxvii. 12, 13, 14, 21, 2 6 . 

But, to fay the truth, I queftion, whether the pafTage here borrow’d by the apoftle 
out of Habbakkuk does at all relate to the Mefliah. The apoftle’s ufing the words does no 
way oblige us to think fo: in as much as he does not feem to give the lead: hint, that he 
applies thefc words to Chrijl . And fince, as was before obferved, the prophet’s expopula¬ 
tion related to the Chaldeans , it is moft natural to think, that the anfwer of the oracle re¬ 
lates to them alio, and lb fignifies, that the Ifraetites fhould at length be delivered from 
the Babyhnijh opprefllon, ana captivity, and the land be again fill’d with its proper inha¬ 
bitants, the Ifraetites , who fhould not worlhip the Babyhnijh idols, but fhould know and 
worfhip the true God. For this happy time God exhorts the prophet, and the reft of the 
Ifraetites to wait with patience, alluring them, that it fhould certainly come. This in¬ 
terpretation of the vifion, and of the preface to it, may be confirm’d from v. 8/ where 
God plainly foretels the deftrudtion of the Chaldean nation, faying, Because thou haft 
Jpoiled many nations , all the remnant of the people fhall fpoil thee. 
i According to this interpretation we may fully juftify our Engtijh verfion of Hah. ii. 3! 
in ufing the word, it. For the vifion is yet for an appointed time , but at the end y it fhall fpeak y 
and not lye : tho ’ it tarry , wait for it, becaufe it will furely come (or rather, thaf, which Jhall 
come , will come) it will not tarry. It feems impoflible to render the Hebrew in any other 
manner, than as fpeaking all theft things of the vifion. The old Greek tranflator, in ren¬ 
dering this pafTage, has in a way not very unufual with him, broken thro* the rules of 
grammar, and made ufe of <w]ov and tpyofsw®- y words of the mafeutine gender, in the 
latter part of the verfe, tho* to which they refer, be of the feminine: Or/ €Tf 

0 ey.<rif eK xaupop, teas avctTiKa kcu \sk kivov' ietv vtsto^vov cwTov y 

ost cp^o/jtsj'©" h kcu a pttt xpoy/M. But it muft be obferved, at the fame time, that the 
apoftle is not chargeable with this folecifm. As he only borrows the latter part of this 
fentence, the folecifm does not appear. Tho* the words he repeats are of the mafeutine gen¬ 
der, he is guilty of no negledt of grammar, even upon fuppofition he interprets the pro*- 
phet as fpeaking of the vifion ; fince he leaves his readers to fupply the fubftantive, which 
need not be but may be as Aquila put it. See Alontfaufons Hexapla in tie. 

When the prophet fays, Fhe vifion will come y and will not tarry , he means, the event y 
which was reprefented and predicted in the vifion, will foon come. Accordingly the Bahy- 
Jonijh captivity lafted no more than 70 years; at the expiration of which Cyrus rebuilt Je- 
rufalem y and the temple; and reftor’d the Jews to their own land. 

It is, finally, to be confider’d, how the apoftle applies this pafTage of the prophet to his 
purpofe. He does not feem to give the lead hint, as if he thought it was originally 
fpoken of the Mefliah : nor dees he feem to have had the Mefliah in his thoughts in this 
place. The thing he is here fpeaking of, is call’d, the enduring fubftance in heaven , the 
great recompenfe of reward y the promife y life y and the falvation of the foul , v. 34* 35» 3^» 

39. It need not then be fiippofed, that in the intermediate verfe, v. 57 he ipeaks of 
any perfon y or of any other thing than that falvation. So that it is more agreeable to the 
context ro render the apoftle’s words, as Habakkuk' s arc render’d, that, which Jhall come y 
will come y and will not tarry , meaning the promifed falvation of the foul. The apoftle 
does not repeat thefe words as a direft proof y that the great recompence of the reward, 
which was promifed to the Hebrews , would foon be beftow’d : nor did he fuppofe, that 
the prophet fpcaks of his future reward of virtue in this place. But the apoftle’s defign 
*£ecms to be this, viz* to lead the Hebrews to take notice in the Old Teftament, that God 

was 
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che juft ftiail lire by faith i j u ft by faith, fliall obtain the reward of 

righteoufneis, even eternal life (/): but if 

he 


NOTES: 

was always faithfttl to perform the promifes which he has made to his people: from 
whence the Hebrew Chriftians might furely conclude (fince God is unchangeable) that he 
would now alio fulfil the promife, which he had made them of eternal life, when the fit 
and appointed time fhould come. We may exprefs the full lenfe of the apoftle in the 
following paraphrale: 44 If you, Chriftians, exercile patience and courage, you may de- 
“ pend upon receiving the promifed reward., the falvation of the foul. For (to ufe the 
44 words we meet with, Habak. ii 3. which indeed were fpoken upon another , but a fome- 
“ what like occafion) the good thing that is promiled, and is to come, will certainly 
41 come, and will not be delay'd beyond the time appointed As the Ifraelites of old 
4t might depend upon receiving the good things that were reprelented to Habbakkuk y in 
44 the vifion, viz- deliverance from the Bahylonijh captivity, and a re ft oration to their own 
41 land, becaufe Gor had given them a promife of thefe things: fo you may depend up- 

41 on receiving the good things promiled you, even the falvation of the foul, becaule the 

44 lame faithful God, who made the promile, will fulfil it in the appointed time. If the 
44 prophet could fay, in the former cafe, in order to encourage the Ifraelites to the exer- 
41 rile of patience, that the vrfion y or the llejftng promiled in the vifion, would come y and 
44 would not tarry: as certainly, at leaft, may I lay to you Chriftians, that the promile, or 
44 the blejfing tender’d in the promile of the new covenant will come y and will not tarry be- 

44 yond the proper lealon of bellowing it ”. In this way of interpreting the apoftle ap¬ 

pears to talk like himfelf, /. e. like a rational, and judicious writer. Tho’ the proof is 
not drrebfy yet it is Jlrong and good. 

(0 Now the jufl Jball live by faith. It is an excellent hint of the learned Dr. Owen 
on the place, that the words may be ranged thus, viz. the juji by faith Jball live. To which 
we may add, that this is the only true order of the words as they lie both in the Hebrew 
and in the Greek. The meaning of the paflage is this: The man, who is righteous by means 
of his faith, fhall have the reward, that was originally intended to be the reward of per¬ 
fect righteoufneis, even eternal life. To confirm this lenle of the words it muft be ob- 
lerved, that this is the only fenfc of them that fuits the defign of the apoftle in every 
place where he has quoted them. He cites this paflage of the prophet, Rom. i. 1 7. where 
he introduces it thus, viz. the rifhteoufnefs of God (or that which, under the new cove¬ 
nant, God has determin’d to accept and reward as righteoufiiels) is revealed by faith to 
faith (/. e. it is revealed to be a righteoufiiels by faith , and not of works; and it is reveal¬ 
ed to faith , or, to all that have faith, whether they be Jews or Gentiles) as it is written y 
Vhejuft ly faith Jball live. That, which the apoftle here brings this text to prove, plainly 
fhews, that he underftood it in this manner : fince otherwile it cannot be conceived how 
it fhould prove, that God's righteoufiiels is not a righteoufneis by works, but by faith. 
The apoftle again cites this paflage of the prophet to prove the fame aflertion,G^/. iii. 11. 
H is evident that no man is jujlijied by the law in the Jtght of God: for the jujl by faith Jball live. 
But the law is not of faith : tut he y that doth them (/. e. the things required by the law)j 2 vi// 
live in them. In this paflage, the iuft, or righteous by faith is oppoled to a perlon juftified 
by the law: which fliews, that tne apoftle thought (and to be Hire he thought rightly) 
that the prophet fpeaks of a man’s being jujl y or juftified, by faith. In the lame lenle, no 
doubt, the apoftle underftands the expreflion in this place. For, upon the occafion of this 
paflage here borrowed from the prophet, he begins a difcourle about faith y and largely 
fliews by various particular inftances, Ch. xi. that God all along juftified, and accepted men 
upon the account of their faith y who could not pretend to be righteous in point of works . 
Whereas this could not be certainly infer'd from the expreftion as it lies in the Englijb 
Bible. The faying, that the jujljball live by faithy does not fo certainly determine, as the 
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he apoftatife from this faith whereby he was tut if * **y draw tack » 
juftified (k), my foul (faith God) fliall have m y «iall have no P ka- 

no 

NO T E S. 

other pofition of the words docs, upon what account it is, that God accepts a man as juft, or 
righteous. Notwithftanding all that is contain’d in that expreflion, it might be necef* 
tary a man fhould be juftified by works , or elfe not be accounted, and rewarded as a 
righteous perfon. For living by faith docs not neceflarily fignify that faith will avail to a 
man’s juftification. If a man were perfeftly righteous in point of works , he would truly 
live by his faith, as his faith in God would be the principle of his perfeH obedience. But 
tho* he did live by it, yet he might not be juftified by it. But when a man is faid to be 
juft by faith, we neceflarily underftand, that he is juftified by faith, tho* his obedience is 
not perfedt. 

Before I leave this part of the paflage, it muft be obferved, that there is one little dif¬ 
ference between it, as it now lies in the Hebrew text of the prophet, and in the difeourfe 
of the apoftle. The Hebrew is, the juft by his faith Jhall live : whereas the word his is 
omitted in all the manufcripts and verfions of all the three places, where the apoftle ufes 
thefe words. I cannot help determining in favour of the reading efpoufed by the apoftle, 
with which the Syriac verfion of HabM.uk agrees. But if the word, his, be inferted, it 
will make no manner of alteration in th c fenfe ; for as much as he, that is juftify’d by 
faith, is certainly juftify’d by his own faith, and not by the faith of another. 

(A) K at icLv v^o^ei\WTeUy but if any man draw back. Our tranllators have been fo 
far very fair, as to caufe the words, any man, to be printed in a character different from 
the reft of the verfe ; thereby to let the Englifb reader know, that there is nothing in the 
Greek to anfwer to thefe words. The truth is, they did wrong to infert them at all. 
Inftead of reading, if any man draw back, they fhould have read, if he draw back. The 
plain meaning of the apoftle is that which is exprefs’d in the paraphrafe. 

The dodtnne of perfeverance , which fome have labour’d to reconcile with, and others 
to overthrow by, this text, is not of fuch importance as both fides feem to have imagin’d. 
Perfeverance in a juftified ftate muft, I apprehend, by the confeflion of all Chriftians, ne¬ 
ceflarily fuppofe perleverance in faith and holinefs. So that a man cannot know, that he 
perleveres in a juftified ftate one moment longer than he is confcious that he perfeveres 
in faith and holinefs: and if he is turn’d afide from the exercile of faith, and from the 
practice of holinefs, he can have no foundation to hope that he is in a ftate of favour 
with God, and fo can derive no comfort from the dodtrine of perfeverance, becaufe he 
has ceas’d to perfevere. 

This part of the paflage differs much from the text of the prophet as it now lies in 
the Jewifb copies of the Old Teftament, where the words are, according to ourtranfla- 
tion, Behold , his foul , which is lifted up, is not upright in him, Habak. ii. 4- Hut the a po¬ 
ttle’ s own authority, without any other confideration, is fuffreient proof to me, that the 
reading, which he hath chofen, was the true, original reading in the prophet. How¬ 
ever, it is proper to obferve, that the Greek and Arabic verfions of the prophet read this 
text as the apoftle does : which concurring teftimonies fhew, that the primitive reading 
of the Hebrew was this HS^yn fn ID mUP, as was long fince obferved by the 
learned Cappel in his Critica Sacra, p. 537. to whom I refer the learned reader. If any 
one had rather reconcile the words of the apoftle, and the text of the prophet, in the man¬ 
ner propofed by the learned bifhop Pearfin in his preface to the Septuagint, I fhall not 
much contend. The apoftle lets the two laft mention’d claufes in a different order from 
that obferved in the Hebrew, and in all the ancient verfions of Habakkuk in the Polyglot, 
where they ftand thus : If he draw back, my foul fhall have no pleafure in him : but the juft 
by faith jhall live. Perhaps the original order in thefe ciaules was that in which the apo- 
ttle has put them \ if not, ftiil the apoftle can be eafily defended in inverting ir: fince ir. 

makes 
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39 fare in him. But we are n0 pleafure in him : but I lhall rather hate 

backunw Edition ; but him, and caft him off. But we true Chrifti- S9 
of them that believe to the ans, and, I hope, you in particular, are not 
laving of the fou1- of the number of thofe who revolt from Chri- 

ftianity, and thereby make God their ene¬ 
my, and run into perdition ; but are of the 
number of them who continue on to believe: 

■ which perfeverance in the faith will avail to 
the falvation of our louls. 

NO T E S. 

makes no manner of alteration in the fenfe of the place ; and he only borrows and uf©$ 
the language of the prophet, without dire&Iy quoting him. 


Sect. XV. 

Chap. XI. i.—XII. 3. 
CONTENTS. 

A S the apoftle had particularly obferved in the words imme¬ 
diately foregoing, that perfeverance in the faith avails to 
the falvation of the foul: he now proceeds in this fe&ion to prove 
this point by various inftances of good men, who, upon the ac¬ 
count of their faith, had received a teftimony from God, that 
they were accepted of him, and made heirs of eternal falvation. 
This catalogue of believers he clofes with the inftance of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whofe perfect faith was rewarded with a 
feat at the right hand of the throne of God. Concerning many 
of the believers mention’d in this catalogue the apoftle takes par¬ 
ticular notice that they were feverely perfecuted for righteoufnefs 
fake, and yet that they perfevered in their faith and patience to 
the end, and fo became heirs of eternal life. By thefe noble ex¬ 
amples he endeavour’d to encourage and excite the Hebrew Chri- 
ftians to retain their faith and patience under their fufferings, in 

C expectation 


8 HEBREWS. 

Chap.XI. expectation of the promifcd reward. And it is reafonable farther 
to fuppofe, that he {peaks here of God's accepting, and reward¬ 
ing men upon the account of their faith y with a view to perfuade 
the Hebrews , that the Gentiles might be accepted upon the ac¬ 
count of their faith , without fubmitting to the law of Mofes. 

paraphrase. 

i. As I have juft now obferved, that faith 
avails to the lalvation of the foul, and in¬ 
tend in the next place largely to prove it, it 
cannot but be proper here to acquaint you 
what that faith is of which I fpeak (/). It 
is luch a firm perfuafion as gives, as it were, 
a fubftance or prefent exiftence to the good 
things which we hope for, and which are 
not yet in being (m), and as engages us to 
depend upon the truth of unfeen things, as 
really, as upon ocular demonftration («). 

That 

NOTES. 

(/) I have already hinted, both in the contents and in the paraphrale, that the apoftle 
labours, thro’this whole chapter, to ejlablijh what he had aflerted in the laft (entence of 
the preceding, viz. That we are of them who believe to the faving of the foul, or. That faith 
avails to the falvation of the foul. Before he begins his proof, he takes care to explain what 
he means by faith, that fo he might guard againft mens making an ill ufe of this do&rine; 
and that they might not depend upon an idle and ineffective ISotion in the head, as fuffici- 
ent to procure lalvation, while holinefs of heart and life is wanting. 

(tfz) Er* i\ 7 rt^ofjiii>av woracic^ vow faith is the fubjiance of things hoped for. 

The interpretation given of theie words in the paraphrase is confirm’d by the Syriac ver- 
fion, which runs thus, How faith is a perfuafion concerning thofe things which are in hofe y as 
if they did actually extfi. Chryfofiom has given the fame fenfe in his comment on the place, 
who fays, things that are only hoped for , feem to have no v'TrordLGiSy fubfifience y or being: but 
faith gives them a fubfifievce y or being. A good thing yet future , and as yet only the objedfc 
of hpe, has no exiftence in nature , but has however an exiftence in our faith \ we as truly, 
depend upon it, as if it was already in being. For inftance, the future Refurreftion of 
the dead is, at prefent, only matter of hope \ but faith gives it as it were a prefent exifience: 
i. e. in plain Englijhy laying afide the figure, he who firmly believes in the divine promifes, 
does as really believe that the dead fliall be raifed, as he would do if he now a&ually faw 
them rifing before his eyes. According to this interpretation, the word woretea is taken 
in its moft natural and ufual fenfe, as fignifying exifience^ or being. 

(fl) EAsf** w fthiTToiMvavy the evidence of things not feen. This expreflion, things not 
fen?y comprehends more than the other, things hoped for. ‘Thefe can be only future and de¬ 
ferable things* whereas thofe are all things whereof we have no perfonal knowledge^ whether 
psft, prefent, or to come, whether good or evil. The deluge y which Noah expe&ed and 
prepared for, was once a thing not feen ; yet could not be laid to be a thing hoped for. Of 
unfeen things (fuch as the creation, the refurre&ion of Chrift, the future torments of 
hell, GTc.) the apoitle fays, Faith is the evidence. The original word properly fignifies a 
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fecn. For by it the eiders That this faith will avail to the falvation of a. 
o tame ago report. f ou | j s evident, becaufe the Scripture has 

teftified, that on the account of this faith, 
the ancient faints were acceptable to God (o). 

It 
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demon]}ration, i. e. fuch a kind of rcafon and argument as both convinces the underftanding, 
and engages a man to aft according to that conviction. So that the apoftle’s meaning is, 
when a truth is not actually difcover’d, nor even difcoverable, either by our fenfes, or by 
our natural reaion ; when we cannot, in the proper fenfe of the word, demonfirate it: yet 
if it be reveal'd to us by God, we as certainly depend upon it, as if it were in its own na¬ 
ture capable of demonftration, and we had actually demonftrated it. Faith is inftead of 
a demonftration, and anfwers all the purpofes of it. By this defcription the apoftle fhews 
what that faith is which he laid, ch. x. 39. will avail to the falvation of the foul. It is not 
fuch a wavering and uncertain notion as wicked men may have, which does not lead them 
to aCt conformably to what they profels to believe; but it is fuch a real and firm perfualion 
of the truth of divine revelations as puts a man in the fame temper and difpolition of mind as 
demonftration, or eye-light, would do. If a man did with his own eyes lee the blefled- 
nefs of the heavenly ferufalem , and the torments of hell, or perceived thefe things to be 
actually demonjlrated in the mathematical fenfe of the word, he would undoubtedly life his 
beft endeavours to avoid the one, and to obtain the other. The faith, of which 'the 
apoftle fpeaks, anfwers the fame end, and engages him to ufe the fame endeavours. If a 
man who is much afraid of death, and very fond of life, lhould tell me, that he really 
believes the Ihip in which he is venturing to lea will link in the wide ocean, and that ail 
the people in it will.perifh, and yet will venture in it, I lhould defire to be excufed from 
believing him ; being allured, that if he really believed he lhould be drowned, he would 
not venture. If a man did firmly believe , that he lhould get fafe to the end of his voyage, 
he would enter upon it, and go through it, without any concern. If he did neither believe 
the one nor the other, but was in a middle ftate between the two ; if he had fears left 
he lhould be call away, and hopes that he lhould be preferved, he would venture with 
fome reluftance. This reluCtance would be always greater or lels, in proportion to his 
fears; and would be unconquerable , if his fears were rilen to a certain belief that he lhould 
perilh in the voyage. So chat if the man does venture with very little or no reluCtance, 
it is a demonftration, that, whatever he pretends, he does not at all really believe that he 
Ihall be drowned in the voyage. In like manner, a man does not really believe the 
Gofpel, and the promifes and threatnings of it, while he will not be prevailed on to 
deny all ungodlinefs and worldly lufs, in order to efcape the damnation of hell; or to live 
foberly , righteoufly , and godly , that he may fecure to himfelf that eternal life w hich he pre¬ 
tends to believe will be the reward of virtue. Real faith will effeftually prevail on men to 
do thefe things; and where men are not prevailed on to do them, it is a demonftration 
that they do not, for that time , really believe the Gofpel. 

(0) Tor by it the elders obtained a good report. It has been thought by moft, if not by all, 
commentators, that what the apoftle here faith, was defigned as a confirmation of the 
account which he gave of faith in the foregoing verfe. But it feems abundantly more 
reafonable to think, that he defigned here to prove what he had laid down, ch. x. 3 y.viz- 
that faith Avails to the falvation of the foul ; which is certainly proved by this confideration, 
viz. that God in the Scriptures has given his teftimony, that the antient faints wer spleafing 
to him, and accepted by him, upon the account of their faith. For all fuch as he is thus 
pleas'd with, and accepts , fhall, according to the terms of his gracious covenant, obtain the 
falvation of their fouls. 
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3. It is not by eye-fight, or by demonftration, T hrou e h faith we wider- 5 
but by faith in a divine hiftory, that we 
come to know, that the worlds were made 
by the mere word of God’s order, or com¬ 
mand (j>) : and we are taught to believe they 

were 
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In confequcnce of what has been now faid about the connexion, it is eafy to obferve, 
that the chaprers are not rightly divided in this place ; to which wrong divifion, I fuppofe, 
it has been owing, that commentators have overlooked the true connexion. Nor mould 
I have chofen to have begun a new feftion at the firft verfe of the xith chap, if I could 
have ufed my own liberty : But as Mr. Pierce defigned to end his fourteenth fe&ion with 
the laft verfe of chap. x. and I intended thefe notes as a fuppJement to his unfmifli’d notes on 
the epiftle to the Hebrews , I was obliged to begin a new fettion at the beginning of this 
chapter, where his xivth was defign’d to have broken off. 

The ciders mentioned in this verfe are theantient faints, who lived under, or before the 
JewiJb difpenfation; as appears from the perfons mentioned afterward in the chapter, viz. 
Abely Noah, Abraham y Mofes y David y Samuel , fiPc. Thefe are called 'TTfieCvltejiy elders , 
becaufe they lived a great while before the days of the writer of this epiftle. The Greek 
word is ufed in the lame fenfe, Matth.xv. 2. Markv ii. 3,5. where the traditions of the 
riders were traditions received from the antierrts who died before our Saviour’s time. 

Their having obtained a good report does not fignify, that the generality of men gave 
them a good chara&er; for feme of them were not Ipoken well of by men. Noah y no 
doubt, was derided by all the world for making provifion againft an univerfal deluge, 
which they did not expedt, as they did not believe the revelation he had received from 
Gon. See Matth. xxiv. 38, 39. 1 Pet.iii. 20. And if thefe antient faints had obtained a 
good chara&er among the generality of men upon the account of their faith, this would 
have been ho proof, that faith conduces to the lalvarion of the feul. 

The good report here mentioned is the good ebaratter given of them in the holy Scripturesy 
which bear witnefs , as the Greek word fignifies, that they were believers , and that upon the 
account of their faith they were accepted of God. This is evident from the ufe of the 
lame word fAet^Tv^eo in other places of the chapter, which are parallel to this; thus par¬ 
ticularly, v. 4 . It was testified {viz., in the Scripture) that he was righteous y God teflifying 
of his giftSy v. 5. It was tejlified {viz. in the Scripture) that he pleafed God. v. 39. AU thefe 
obtained a good tejlimony (from God in the Scriptures) upon the account of tbeir faith. The 
v/ord is ufed in much the fame fenfe, Chap. vii. 8, 1 7. 

(p) through faith we underfland y that the worlds were framed by the word of God. There 
can be no room to doubt, but that the worlds , cuvncy here mention’d are the material 
worlds, the heavens, and the earth: fince the apoftle afterward in this fame verfe calls 
them, Vhe things that are feen : by which expreflibn he undoubtedly means the fen, moon, 
ftars, earth, men, and other vijible works of God, When the apoftle lays, that thefe 
things wer c. framed by the word of God, he feems to refer to the account Mofes has given 
of the creation, viz. That the worlds, both lower and upper, the earth and heaven -were 
made by God’s /peaking the word of command, Let there be light , and there was light ; let 
there be a firmament ; let the waters be gather'd unto one place ; let the earth bring forth grafr\ 
and it was Jo f &c. To this account of the creation, no doubt, the Plalmift refers, Pfal. 
xxxiii. 9. He fpake y and it was done: he commandcd y and it flood fafl. And, v. 6 > By the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made y and all the hoft of them by the breath of his mouth: 
where, by the way, it is plain, the word of the Lord is not the divine Lagos y our Lord 
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have been made of things that do appear (a). 
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Jelus Chrift, but God’s word of command , which order’d the creatures into being; the 
tame which, in the latter claule, is call’d the breath of his mouth, by means of which 
words are form'd and utter’d. Agreeably to this St. Paul lays, God commanded the light 
to Jbine out of darknrfs , 2 Cor. iv. 6 . The meaning of the apoftle, in the text now under 
confederation, feems to be the lame. Nor does he here Ipeak of the Divine Logos. Nay 
he does not to much as ulc the word Logos , and thereby render the fenfe doubtful; but 
he ules the word, fH/uce, which never fignifies the perfon of our Redeemer. 

That the worlds were thus made by the word , or command , of God, is one of the un - 
feen things mention’d v. i. which can be known only by revelation, and which we under - 
fland or learn by means of faith therein. Natural realon indeed teaches us, that the world 
was made by a perlon, who had wifdom and power lufiicient to make luch a world as 
this is. If this perfon had not only this particular degree of wildom and power fuffici- 
ent to make a finite world, but alio wifdom and power ablolutely infinite, we have at 
once dilcover’d the firfl caule, or the moll High God. But if the perfon, who immedi¬ 
ately made the world, was not the firft caule, but was derived from another, then from 
that degree of wifdom and pow er, which was lufiicient to make this finite world, we af- 
cend, by an eafy Hep, to a degree of wilclom and power lufiicient to produce a perlon ca¬ 
pable of making the world. And thus, at length, we mull come to the higheft pojftble 
degree of wilclom and power, and to a firfl caule : fince an infinite leries of derived , de¬ 
pendent beings, is a contradiction. But reafon alone could not dilcover the particulars of 
the creation, viz- That God Ipake the word, and gave the command , and that hereupon 
the creatures came into being. 

(f) E/f to yi »i gx, 'pzivofst'/uv to . fiMrrouWit ytfovzvcUy fo that things which are fcen y were 
net made of things which do appear. This is cerrainly a wrong rendering of the Greek t and 
a milreprelentation of the connexion of the apoftle’s diicourfc. E/f to can never fignify 
fothat y but mull be render’d, thatfo y to the end that, or the like. If any one needs to 
lee this proved, he may turn ro other places where this phrale is uled; particularly to 

■Epbefi. 12. and iCor.x. 6 . where the apoftle’s words- us to pew area -cannot polli- 

bly fignify any thing but what our tranllators have rightly reprelented to be their mean¬ 
ing, viz hefe things were our examples , to the intent we Jhould not luft after evil things. 
Anlwerably thepaflage now under confederation mull be render’d, By faith we underfla?nl y 
that the worlds were framed by the word cf G 0 Dy to the end that the things which are ften y 
may not have been of things that do appear. 

It mull be farther obferved, that the words, may not have been y fignify the lame as may 
not feem to have been. Thus when the apoftle fays, 2 Cor. iv. Jfa have this treafure in 
earthen vejfels y that the excellency of the power may be of GOD; he means, that it might 
appear to be of God. 

In the place now under confideration, the apoftle fays, that the end aimed at was, that 
the things which are feen may not feem, or be thought to have been y from things that do 
appear. That which was done in order to accomplilh this end or purpolc, was God’s 
acquainting us in his revelation, that he made the creatures by his word. If he had not 
made them by his mere word of command y it might have been thoughr, they were made 
out of lome pre-exiftent matter ; but to prevent any fulpicion of this, he allures us lie 
made them by his mere word of command. From this paflage of the apoftle then it 
appears, there was no fuch thing as eternal and Iclf-exiftent matter. Since the time of 
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the creation, many of the things that are feen are made out of the things that do appear, 
as all the works of men, houfes, Hiips, &V. which they cannot , and God does not, make 
by a mere word or command. In like manner, plants feem to be made out of plants, 
men out of men, and all animals out of parent-animals. But at firft it was not fo. The 
firft matter out of which all material things are formed, was created by the mere word or 
command of God, which fpoke it into being. Whether God fpake this creating word 
immediately with his own voice, or elfc by his fon, makes no difference in this cafe; Still 
it is true, as the apolfle here fays, that the Scripture has taken notice, that God made 
the creatures at firft by his word, for this end 9 that it might be infer’d from thence, they 
were originally made out of nothing, and not formed out of any felf-cxifting matter. 

The apoftle, before he would begin his catalogue of believers , chofe to mention this as 
an inftance of faith in things unfeen 9 becaufe the Bible begins with mentioning this event. 
It well illuftrares his account of faith laid down in the firft verie of the chapter, where 
he delcribes it to be, the evidence , or proof, of things not feen. It illuftrates likewife what 
he advanced in the fecond verie, viz. that God has in the Scriptures given a good 
character of the antient faints upon the account of their faith: For when he fays, By faith 
we underjlandy it is natural to think he means, all we believers from the beginning of the 
world, particularly thofe that are afterward named in this chapter. For belief of /^/.rtruth 
was one part of that faith which render’d them acceptable to God, and procur'd them an 
intereft in his favour. What the apoftle fays in this verie is the more pertinent to his 
purpofe, becaufe it very agreeably introduces what he next lays concerning Abel and his 
faith ; the almoft only article of which (over and above what natural religion taught 
him) was, that God made the world by his word. And when he was about to mention 
Abel's faithy it was very proper firft to take notice of fome article of faith or other, 
which could not, in the proper fenfe of the word, be demonjlratedy but could only be 
known by divine revelation. 

(r) Abel offer'd unto GOD a — facrifice. The facrifices of Cain and Abel were the firft 
that we have any account of. Upon the occafion of the apoftle's mentioning them, it will 
be proper to fay fomething about the original of facrifices. And there is no need to fay 
much, fince it is eafy to be demonjlratedy that Iacrifices owed their original to the will 
and appointment of GOD. The apoftle exprefly fays, as Mofes laid before him, that Abel's 
facrifice was acceptable to GOD. But it would not have been acceptable, if it had not been 
of divine ioftitution, according to that plain, obvious, and eternal maxim of all true reli¬ 
gion, Chriftian, Mcfaic y and natural, In vain do they worjhip God, teaching for do Brines the 
commandments of men 9 Mark vii. 7. If there be any truth in this maxim, Abel would- 
have worftiip'd God in vain 9 and God would have had no refpedt to his offering, if his 
facrificing had been merely a commandment of his father Adam 9 or an invention of his 
own. The divine acceptance therefore is a demonjlration of a divine injlitution. If any 
reader is not yet convinced, I would defire him to lay why he himfclf does nor now offer 
up a bullock, a flieep, or a pidgeon, according to his ability, as a thank-ffering to God, 
and a teftimony of his gratitude to the divine goodnefs, after a recovery from a dangerous 
difeafc, after a remarkable deliverance in any other kind, or as an evidence of the juft 
apprehenfions he has of the demerit of fin. The true realon, why he will not do it him- 
lelf, is, becaufe he cannot know that God will accept fuch wiU~worJbip 9 and fb concludes, 
that he ftioukl herein worjhip God in vain. From hence he may certainly infer, that 
fmee Abel did not facrifice in vain 9 it was not will-worjbipy but a divine appointment. 
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orifice than Cain, by which Q f the beft an< J f atte ft 0 f his flock, which 
he obtained wttnefs that he ^ . xr j j / \ 

was righteous, God teftify- was more excellent than whatGtf/fl oner d (j): 

ingot bis gifts: and by it Upon the account of which faith, the Scri¬ 
pture teftifies that he was a righteous per- 
lons; fince it declares that God teftify'd his 
regard to, and acceptance of, the gifts which 
he offer'd in facrifice to God (f) : and by the 

fame 


NOTES. 

It may be added, fince men had no right granted them to eat flefh before the flood, 
Abel could not (unleft facrificing was a divine inftitution) fee any right he had to kill an 
animal for facrifice: While he could not fee his right, he muft think it to be unlawful, 
and confequently would not prattife it in the worfhip of God. So that fince he did 
not pradtife it, it is plain he knew there was a divine inftitution of facrifices ; and if we 
think we ftiould worfhip God in vain, if we facrificed without a divine command, we 
have realon to fuppofc that Abel would have concluded he fhould have worfhipped God- 
in vain, in cafe he had afted without a divine warrant. It is not to be wonder’d at, that 
the divine inftitution of facrifices is (when other equally material things are) patted over, 
for brevity’s fake, in the very concife hiftory of what patted before the flood. 

(j) A more excellent facrifice. It has been much difputed among commentators, in what 
fenfe Abel's facrifice is here faid to have been more excellent than Cains. But there feems 
to be no real difficulty in the cafe,. It is evident the difference did nut lie in the more ge¬ 
neral nature of the things which each offer’d to God. As Abel •was a keeper of Jbeep y and 
Cain a tiller of the ground , Gen. iv. z. it was naturally to be expected, that each lhould 
bring an offering of the things which he had\ that Abel fhould bring jbeep, and Cam only 
the fruits of the earth. If Cain had brought of the beft fruits he had y his offering would 
have been in itfelf as acceptable as AbeY s, which confined of the beft he had. That Cain 
did not bring of his beft feems to be hinted in Genefts y where the Holy Ghoft takes no¬ 
tice, that Cain brought of the frn*t of the ground, without faying either, thefirft fruits „ 
or, the beftfruits\ but that Abel brought of the firftlings of his nock, and of thepat there¬ 
of, v. 3, 4. In this precifely confined the excellence of Abel's facrifice above Cains y 
that ii was of the beft he had, while Cain feems to have made no choiee, but to have ta¬ 
ken any of the fruits, that came to hand, whether good or bad. The caufe indeed of 
Abel's taking a more excellent facrifice was his faith. If he had not had a fincere faith, 
*he would have thought of putting off God with any thing, as Cain feems to have done. 
But his believing in God as the greatefi: and beft of beings, as the fhpreme benefactor, 
and confequently worthy of the beft returns of gratitude, engaged him to offer in facri¬ 
fice to God the beft of thofe things which the divine providence had beftow’d upon him. 
Abel's faith is not to be look’d upon as an ingredient in, or a part of, his facrifice, which 
render'd it more valuable in itfelf than the facrifice of Cain. For Abel's was in itjelf 
more excellent than Cains (abftra&ing from the confidcration of Abel's faith) becaufe ir 
was of the beft and fatteft of his flock. Faith, as I faid, was not a pari of Abel's facri¬ 
fice, but was that which put him upo?i choofing the beft, and engaged him to offer up to 
God a facrifice in itfelf more excellent than Cain's. In this way the difpute among com¬ 
mentators is eafily ended. 

(/) He obtain'd witnefs y that he was rigbie<fus y God teftifying of his gift: (i. e.) he obtain’d 
witneft from God, or, it is teftihed in the Scripture, that he was righteous. But, it may 
be ask’d, where is this teftimony to be found in the Scriptures of the Old Teftament } 
The apoftle’s anfwer is, the Scripture tells us, that God teftfitd his acceptance of Abel's 
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5 Enoch , upon the account of his faith, was 
tranflated from earth to heaven without 
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NOTES. 

gifts, or offerings. This acceptance of his gifts was a proof, that he was in favour with 
God. But he could not have been in favour with God, if he had not been righteous. 
Conlequently, when the Scripture tells us, that God teftifted of Abel 'sgifts, it bears wit- 
nels, that he was righteous. When it is laid, that God teftifted of his gifts , the meaning 

is, that God declared, by lome fenfible fign or token, that he accepted Abel's gifts, ana 
lacrifices, and was pleas'd with him who offer’d them. Both thefe things are mention'd in 

the text in Genefis , to which the apoftle has a regard in this place, Gen . iv. 4.- 7 * be Lord 

had refpeft to Abel, and to his offering. By what means God manifefted this relpeCt, or te- 
ftified his acceptance, it is in vain to conjecture, fince the Scripture is wholly filent about 

it. Perhaps it might be by caulingjfrf to defcend from heaven, and conlume the lacrifice ; 
perhaps by a voice from heaven; perhaps by lending an angel; or perhaps by another me¬ 
thod that wc do not think of. 

(#) And by it, he being dead yet fpeaketb. In this expreflion the apoftle undoubtedly refers 
to thole words of God to Cain, Gen. iv. 10,11. What baft thou done ? *fbe voice of thy brothers 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now art tfyou curfed from the earth , which hath 
opend her mouth to receive thy brothers blood from thy hand. As Abel then Ipoke to God, 
crying for vengeance againft his brother who murder’d him; lo he ftill fpeaks to all thole 
who nave an opportunity of reading or hearing the hiftory of Cain and Abel in the book 
of Genefis ; particularly to all luch as murder others, efpecially to thofe who perfecute good 
men to death for righteoulnels fake. To all thefe Abel continually fpeaks, to warn them 
againft being guilty of perlccution or murder. As his blood cried to God for vengeance 
againft the murderer and perlecutor, lb it warns others in all ages, that the innocent and 
righteous blood of God’s lervants will cry to him for vengeance againft them that fhed 
it. Abel fpeaks thele things to mankind by means of the hiftory recorded in Genefis of the 
cry of his blood againft Cain , and of the vengeance of God which tell upon the perlecutpr. 
And he is laid to Ipeak this by faith, becaule his faith conftituted him a righteous man, and 
fo proved that Cain was a murderer and perfecutor , expoled to the divine vengeance. For 
if Abel had not been a believer, and a righteous man, but had for any mildeeds delerved 
death, and Cain had had a right to punim him with it, his blood would not have cried 
for vengeance ; nor could Abel, in that cale, have fpoken luch admonitions to mur¬ 
derers and pcrlecutors as he now does. That Cain was really a perfecutor , as I have here 

fuppofed, is evident from what another apoftle lays of him, 1 ffohnvd. 11, iz.-- We 

Jhould love one another ; not as Cain, who was of the wicked one [the devil] and Jltw his 
brother : And wherefore flew he him ? Becaufe his own works were evil, but his brother s 
righteous. This is the cxaCt and diftinguijbing character of perfecutors. The real and onh 
reafon why they perlecute their brethren, is, becaule their brethren will not aCt againft 
their confcienccs, that is, becaufe they are righteous: while the works of the perle- 
cutors are evil with a witnels, and they arc evidently the children of the devil, inaf- 
much as all perlecution, or punilhing men in the feaft degree for worfhipping God 
according to their conferences, is a direCt and impudent oppolition to godlinels, virtue, 
fincerity, and every thing that is good. 
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found, becaufe God had 
tranflated him : for before 
his tranllation he had this 
teftimony, that he plcaled 

6 God. But without faith it 
is impoflible to pleafc him : 
for he that cometh to God, 
muft believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently leek 

7 him. By faith Noah being 


earth (*;), becaufe God had miraculoufly re¬ 
moved him to heaven : It was, I fay, upon 
the account of his faith ; for the Scripture 
teftifies of him, that before his tranllation to 
heaven he pleafed God ( w ). But without 6 . 
faith in God, and in his revelations, it is 
impoflible to pleafe him, and be accepted by 
him (*) : for he that comes to God with 
hopes of acceptance, muft believe the exis¬ 
tence of God, and that he is a re warder of 
them that diligently feek him (jy). By means 7. 

of 


NOTES. 


(O By faith Enoch was tranflated, that he fhouldnot fee death, and was not found. In this paflage 
the apoftie refers to fjen.v. 24. where we read, that Enoch was not: for GOD took him. The 
Seventy and apoftie lay, GOD tranflated him , /u$]eOnKt. The Hebrew word npi> ufed by Mofes 
properly fignifies that God took him away from the place where he was. The old Greek 
tranflators and the apoftie have therefore very well exprelfed thefenfe of the original, by 
laying, that God tranflated him, meaning to heaven, and to the enjoyment ot himlelt. 
For it is clear from what Mofes feys about Enoch , that this was his meaning alio. He lays, 
that Enoch walked with GOD , or pleafed GOD [jee the next note.} and his pleafing God 
is a full proof that God did not take him away from thence to punijh him, cither with 
pofitive torments, or with annihilation. In this manner the apoftie makes out his inter¬ 
pretation of the words of Mofes: From Enoch's pleafing God, he juftly infers, that God 
had tranflated him to heaven , and taken him ro himfelf. 

(w) Fo* before his tranflation, he had this tefiimony , that he pleafed GOD. The apoftie 
here refers to Gem v. 22, 24. where our Englifb tranllation has it, Enoch walked with 
GOD ; but the Greek and Syriac verfions render the Hebrew expreflion as the apoftie does, 
Enoch pleafed GOD. The lame Hebrew expreflion occurs again, Gen.v i. 9. where the 
Greek, Syriac and Arabic verflons render it, Noah pleafed GOD. And no doubt this is the 
true meaning of Mofes his expreflion. It muft be added, that the words, before hit tranfla - 
tion, ao not aflign the time when this tefiimony was given him ; but the time when he pleafed 
God. He pleafed God before his tranllation, and afterward this teftimony was given of 
him by Mofes in his hiftory. 

(jr) But without faith it is impofftble to pleafe him , This verfe is added by the apoftie to 
make out his realoning in that which precedes. He had there laid, that God tranflated 
Enoch, without dying, on the account of his faith. The proof alledged in that verfe was 
only this, that Mofes lays, be pleafed GOD: Still it remained to be proved, that his 
pleafing God was an evidence that he had faith To prove this, the apoftie here adds, 
Without faith it is impofftble to pleafe him. The argument now is full and convincing, and 
(lands thus : The Scripture lays, th;t Enoch pleafed God, and that on this account God 
tranflated him. But this his pleafing God is a demonftration of his faith, llnce without 
faith he could not have plcaled him ; confequently he was tranflated upon the account of 
his faith. 

(j) For he that cometh to GOD, mufi believe that be is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him. The apoftie obferves this to prove what he laft faid, that without 
faith it is impofftble to pleafe him. And it is very obvious that the proof is good. 


/ 
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of faith in divine revelations, Noah (being warned of God of things 

warn’d by God of things at that time un- fcarf prepIredTn^k'w 

feen, viz. the deluge, and the deftruftion 

of mankind thereby ; and being excited by 

the fears of his own being deftroy’d (z) 

with the reft) prepared a kind of ftiip, in 

which 

NO T E S. 

This is by fome called, 77; r heathens creed. But if they mean, as I fuppofe they do, 
that the heathens, in the prelenc ftate of apoftafy, can dilcovcr both thele articles by the 
mere light of nature, ■without the help of a iupernatural revelation, they carry the matter 
much farther than the apoftle does. The former of thele articles indeed, that GOD is 9 
can undoubtedly be dilcover’d by the light of nature ; as the apoftle oblerves, Rom. i. 19, 20. 
But the knowledge of God’s being a rewarder to thole apoftate creatures who diligently 
leek to be reconciled to him, is to be dilcover’d merely by a politive and Iupernatural 
revelation. Accordingly the apoftle, in the context, does not give the leaft hint as if he 
thought this particular truth could be dilcover’d by mere unaflifted reafon; but all along 
fpeaks of the belief of it as founded on a divine promife revealed to mankind. He tells the 
Chriftians, to whom he writes, chap. x. 34 that they knew they had an enduring fubftance 
in heaven. This their knowledge, or faith, was owing to a divine promife , ver. 36. Tt 

have need of p at fence , that - ye might inherit the promile. The faith then of which the 

apoftle afterward fpeaks, ^.39. and chap. xi. muft be a faith built upon a promife of God, 
And thus in fa£t the faith of a future ftate, which udbraham, Ifaac, and Jaeob entertained, 
was built (not, that we can find, upon any arguments fuggefted by the light of nature, 
but) upon an exprefs promife of God, ver.9, 10. they were heirs together of the fame pro¬ 
mife. The fame thing is hinted again, v. 13. Thefe all died in faiths not having received the 
promilcs, i.e. not having received the bleflings that were promiled. It is added, ver. 39. 
they believed, but did not receive the promife. As the apoftle thus confines his difeourfe 
to thole good men who had a divine promife of a future ftate of rewards revealed to them, 
his meaning in this fixth verfe muft neceflarily be. He that eometh to GOD, muft believe 
that GOD is, and muft farther believe the promifes which he has revealed to mankind of 
his being, in a future ftate, a rewarder of them that , in this life, diligently feek him. If the 
reader defires to fee more on this fubjett of the impoffibiliry of proving a future ftate by 
the light of nature, he may pleale to read what I have wrote in the xii*& difeourfe of 
vol. i and in my anfwer to Mr. Grove. 

Coming to GOD , and feeking him , unquestionably fignify mens coming to him in a way 
of woyjhip , and leeking an intereft in his favour , and a title to the reward of eternal life, 
with a rational and well-grounded hope of obtaining it. Their leeking him diligently 
plainly implies, that if they would hope to find favour with him, they muft leek it fin- 
cerely, conftantly, and without growing weary. 

It may be finally oblerved, that what the apoftle here lays, illuftrates the account he 
gave of faith, v. 1. The believing that God is, is a faith of lomething unfeen and invijible 9 
Rom. i. 20. and the believing that he will, in another world, be the rewarder of them that 
diligently feek him , is a faith of fomerhing hoped for , that is yet at a diftancc. 

( z ) By faith Noah- moved with fear. This inftance is fully to the apoftle*s purpole* 

becaufe it is evident from what Noah aftually did , that he had a real faith in the being 
and revelations of God. His faith in God’s threatning of a univcrlal deluge, moved his 
fears lo ftrongly, as that they actually influenced him to prepare a method for the laving 
himlelf from the deftrudtion that was coming upon mankind. His faith was truly the 
evidence, or demonftration of unfeen things. 
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the faving of his houfe: which he might fave himfelf and family (a): 

and 

NOTES. 


(4) Prepared an ark . Noah's ark was a kind of fliip fitted to float upon the waters. It 
ieems to have had a pat bottom, and no helm ; but was conduced by the lame extraordi¬ 
nary providence which lent the deluge, and perhaps by the miniflry of angels. 

It has been thought by lome, that the ark, according as Mofes has defcribed the aimen- 
fions of it, was too little to contain all the creatures which he lays enter'd into it, together 
with food lufficientto maintain them during their continuance there. But thole that have 
advanced this objeftion againft Mofes his account, have deceived themlelves with a falle 
imagination, that there is a greater number of birds and beafts in the world than there 
really is. Till men come to a fcrutiny, and make an exatt calculation, they are very apt 
to imagine that a number is vaftly greater than it is. I have often asked people to guels 
how many men there have been in a diredfc line between the prefent king of England and 
Adam y meaning only one man in a generation, the king’s father, grandfather, great¬ 
grandfather, &c. The anfwer made upon a fodden conjecture, has always been, fame 
thoufands \ whereas it is evident from a calculation, there have not been two hundred. 
For the fpace of time between Adam and Chrift let us take the genealogy of our Saviour 
prelerved in St. Luke's Golpel, in which the names between Adam and Chrift, exclufive 
of both, are but feventy four. From the birth of Chrift to the birth of the king, were 
fixteen hundred and eighty three Years. Let it be luppoled, that, in the lift of the king’s 
progenitors, every Ion was born when his father was twenty five years old, which is as 
early as can be foppos’d, one with another. According to this foppofition, there were 
four generations in every hundred years: i.e. in thole lixteen hundred and eighty three 
years there were lixty leven generations; which fixty feven, added to the foregoing le- 
venty four, will make no more than a hundred and forty one. And there is a lufficient 
realbn to luppole, that king George's progenitors, that lived between the times of Adam 
and of Chrift, were about the fame number of men as the progenitors of Chrift. This 
fliews how eafy and natural it is for men to fanfy that a number of things is greater than 
it really is, when they only eueis at the number, and do not make a calculation. That 
the lame inconfiderate way of gueffinghas been the only occafion of mens imagining that 
Noah's ark was not large enough to contain all the animals that are laid to have enter’d 
into it, is evident from an excellent dilcourfe-written by the very ingenious Bp. Wilkins on 
this fubjett, in his Ejfay toward a real character, and a pJdlofophical language. This dilcourfe 
is publifhed at large alio in Pcole's Synopfis Criticorum , on Gen. vi. 15. and a little abridged 
in the Atlas Geographies for Afta , £.238. It may therefore be needlels to repeat the whole 
of the dilcourfe here. However, it will be proper to mention fomc of the moft confide- 
rable paflages of it, for the lake of fuch as have not leen the whole dilcourfe. 

* He (lays the Bilhop, p. 162.) that Ihould put the queftion, How many forts of birds 
‘ or beafts, Qpc. are therein the world? would be anfwer'd, even by foch as areotherwife 
4 knowing and learned men, that there are lb many hundreds of them as could not be 
4 enumerated; whereas upon a diftinCt inquiry into all fuch as are yet known, and have 
4 been defcribed by credible authors, it will appear that they are much fewer than is 
4 commonly imagin’d ; not a hundred forts of beafts, nor two hundred of birds.’ 

For all the beafts the Bifliop finds room enough in their different ftalls, or cabins, to 
ftand, or lie, or turn themlelves as they pleafea, as likewife to receive all the dung that 
fhould proceed from them for a whole year. He finds room alfo for as many living 
flieep as all the beafts of prey could devour in a whole year, and for food to foftain all 
the other animals. At the fame time he does not foppole that the cubit by which the ark 
was meafured, is any other than the common cubit, equal to a foot and half of our mea- 
fore. The ark was divided into three ftories. The lower ftory, which contain'd 33,7 5 ° 
feet fquare, was large enough for all the beafts. The fecond ftory, which was equally 

D 2 large, 
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and by this faith he condemned the unbe¬ 
lieving world about him (£), and became an 
heir of that righteoufnefs which is by faith (c). 

It 

NOTES. 

large, and fifteen feet high, was capacious enough for the food neceflary for the beads 
a whole year. 4 And then, as for the third ftory, there can be no colour of doubt but 
4 that one half of it will be abundantly fufficient for all the fpecies of birds, tho* they 

* fhould be twice as many as before fuppos'd, together with food lufficient for their 

* fuftenanre, becaufe they are generally but of fmaJI bulk, and may eafily be kept in 
4 feveral partitions, or cages, one over another. Nor is there any reafon to queftion but 
4 that the other half would afford fpace enough both for Noah's family and utenfils. 

4 Upon the whole matter, it doth of the two appear more difficult to affign a fufficient 

* number and bulk of necclfary things to anfwer the capacity of the ark, rather than to 
4 find fufficient room for thole leveral lpecies of animals already known. 

4 From what hath been faid, it may appear, that the meafure and capacity of the ark, 
4 which lome atheiftical irreligious men make ule of as an argument againft the Scripture, 
4 ought rather to be efteemed a mod rational confirmation of the truth and divine autho- 
4 rity of it. Elpecially if it be well confider'd, that in thole firft and ruder ages of the 
4 world, when men were lels verled in arts and philolophy, and therefore probably more 
4 obnoxious to vulgar prejudices than now they are, yet the capacity and proportions of 
4 the ark are lb well adjufted to the things it was to contain; whereas if it had been a mere 
4 human invention, *tis mod probable that it would have been contrived according to 
4 thofe wild apprehenfions, which (as I faid before) do naturally arife from a more con- 
4 fuled and general view of things, as much too big, as now luch men are apt to think 
4 it too little for thole ends and purpoles ro which it was defign'd.* 

It may not be amils to add, thar the ark was fomewhat, tho* not a vad deal, bigger 
than the Royal Sovereign (luppofing this fliip to be made in the fliape of the ark.) Tne 
length of the ark was four hundred and fifty loot, its breadth feveuty five, and its height 
forty five. The length of the Royal Sovereign is two hundred and ten feet, the breadth 
fifty, and the draught of the water twenty two. If then the Royal Sovereign will carry 
eight hundred and fifty men, a hundred guns, and abundance of provifion and goods 
befides, we may eafily allow that the ark mould carry eight people, a hundred forts of 
beafts, two hundred forts of birds, and food lor them all. 

( b ) By the which he condemned the world. Noah was in hi* day a preacher of righteoufnefs 
while all the world about him were grown dcfperately wicked. When he warn'd rhem 
of the univerfal deluge, they would not believe his prediction, or take any pains to guard 
againft the approaching deftruCtion: Therefore the flood came, and Iwcptthem all away. 
Noah's faith then condemned the unbelievers, in the fame lenfe as every good man’s virtues 
and exhortations condemn luch as will not attend to, and imitate him. The unbelievers 
were condemned by Noah , as he carefully avoided their practice, which he juftly looked 
upon to be evil, and as their fins were aggravated upon the account of his repeated ad¬ 
monitions. Some would refer the words by which y to the ark , and lo make the apoftle 
fay, by the ark he condemned the world, even as by the ark he fitved his houle. But 
they have not confider’d, that he became an heir of the righteouliiefs which is by faith, 
by rhe lame thing by which he condemned the world. But it would found very odd to 
fay, that he became an heir of righteoufnefs by the ark; it remains then, that he con¬ 
demn'd the world by his faith. Thus by which fignifies, v. 4. 

(r) u 4 nd became heir of the righteoufnefs which is by faith. This righteoulhels by faith is 
oppoled to a righteoufnels by works. A perlbn is laid to be righteous by works , when his 
good works are perfeff , and he has never finned at all. The reward of this righteoulhels 
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8 which is by faith. By faith 
Abraham when he was call¬ 
ed to go out into a place, 
which he fhould after re¬ 
ceive for an inheritance, 
obey’d ; and he went out, 
not knowing whither he 
p went. By faith he fojourn- 
ed in the land of promife, 
as in a ftrange country, 


It was by means of faith that Abraham o- 
bey'd the call of God, when he called him 
( d) out of his native country into the land 
of Canaan , which he was to receive as an 
inheritance for himfelf, and for his pofterity ; 
and he went out from his native country, 
not knowing the country to which he was 
going. By means of his faith in God, and 
in his promifes, he fojourned as a ttranger in 
the before unknown country, which God 
promifed to give to him and to his pofte¬ 
rity ( e ), as in a ftrange or foreign country, 

where 


8 





NO T E S. 

is eternal life. But the righteoufnefs by faith is only fuch a kind of righteoufnefs as faith 
can make up, where perfect obedience is wanting, i. e. in other words, a man’s faith, by 
the grace of God, is accounted, or accepted for righteoufnefs, or in the plaineft Englijb, 
God will give them that fincerely believe and obey the Gofpe! (tho’ they are not ferfett 
in their obedience) the very fame reward of eternal life, as they fhould have had, if they 
had never finned, but had been always perfect in piety and virtue. When therefore it 
is laid, that Noah became hchr of the righteoufnefs by faith, the meaning is, that tho’ his good 
works were pot perfect, and fo he could not be juftified as one abfolutely innocent ; yet 
he by his faith acquired a title to juftification, and became heir of eternal life, which is 
promifed as a reward of faith, and of fincere obedience. And when the apoftle fays, 
that by faith Noah became heir of the righteoufnefs which is by faith, he is not guilty of 
any tautology, but plainly means, that Noah , by his own perfonal faith, became heir of 
the righteoufnefs that is imputed to every one that has faith, or to every believer. 

(d) itdNHfjLivQ' Afif&apty by faith Abraham, when he was called. Ejlius would 
.choofe to read, as in the Alexandrian MS. <5 kolK*^v@- ; and render the expreflion thus. 
By faith he, who was called Abraham , obeyed to go out, &*c. which feems to be a very harfh 
and unlikely fenfe. Nor would o K&Kvpzy®- bear this interpretation, unlefs Avn?, or fome 
fuch word, were fet before it. It is much more natural to fuppofe, that the word, called , 
here fignifies the fame as it does, Chap. v. 4. He that is call'd of GOD , as Aaron was. 
As Aaron was call'd out by God to be the Prieji of the Jews; fo Abraham was call’d 
out to leave his native country, Ur of the Chaldees, and to go to Canaan . See Gen xi. 31 
xii. 1,5. xv. 7. The obeying this call was a very remarkable inftance of faith. 

(e) f ’he land of promife . God promifed Abraham that the land of Canaan fhould be his, 
and his feed's, Gen . xii. 7. The promife was renew’d to Ifaac, xxvi. 3,4. and to Jacob , 
vxviii. 13, 14, 15. AHs vii. 5. Moreover God added, that he would give the land of 
Canaan to Abraham's feed for ever, Gen. xiii. 15. and for an everlafing pofTef-ion, xvii. S. 
The meaning is, the pofterity of Abraham fliall poflefs the land of Canaan to the end of 
the world. This however does not hinder, but that, without a breach of this divine pro¬ 
mife, the Jews, upon the account of their fins, might for fome time be banifh’d out of 
Judea , as tne ten tribes have been ever fince their captivity, above 700 years before the • 
birth of Chrift; and as the two tribes were, during the 70 years captivity in Babylon, and 
have been ever fince the laft dsftruftion of Jerufaltm, for now almoft 1700 years toge- 

iher, 
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where he dwelt, not in a fix'd habitation, 
but in moveable tabernacles or tents, toge¬ 
ther with Ifaac and "Jacoby who were with 
him made heirs of the fame country by the 
divine promife of giving it to them, and to 
their feed. He dwelt in Canaan , I fay, as 
in a jirange country : for he expected, ac¬ 
cording to God’s promife, after the refur- 
reftion, to dwell in his father's country, in 
the city of the heavenly Jerufalem , which 
is not removed from place to place, like a 
tent, but has folid and unftiaken foundations, 
the builder, or maker, of which city is God 
himfelf, who can preferve it for ever ( f ). It 
was by means of faith, that even Sarah her- 
felf (who was now paft child-bearing) mi- 
raculoufly received ftrength to conceive a 
child; and tho' fhe was paft age, yet fhe 
bore a child, ws. lfaac } becaufe fhe was 
perfuaded, that God is faithful, and would 
accomplifh the promife he made her of giving 
her a child in her old age (^). And becaufe 

of 


dwelling in tabernacles with 
Ifaac and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the fame pro¬ 
mife. For he looked fora io 
city which hath founda¬ 
tions, whole builder and 
maker is God. Through n 
faith alfo Sarah herfelf re¬ 
ceived ftrength to conceive 
feed, and was deliver'd of 
a child, when fhe was paft 
age, becaufe fhe judged him 
faithful who had promifed. 


NOTES . 

ther. But ftill they fhallall, both the two tribes, and the ten, be fan&ified and be 
reftored to their own land, in God's appointed time, and fhall poflefs it to the end of the 
world, as he has ex prefly promifed, Ezek. xxxvii. 22, 25. ffhey Jhall be no more two na¬ 
tions (as they have been ever Alice the days of Rehoboam ) and thev Jhall dwell in the land % 

that I have given unto Jacob my fervant - they and their children , and their childrens children 

for ever y xxxix. 23-29.- Jhe houfe of Ifrael went into captivity for their iniquity - Now 

will I bring again the captivity of Jacoby and have mercy upon the whole boufe of Ifrael.— 

then jhall they know that - I have gather d them unto their own land: - neither will I hide my 

face any more from them : for I have pour'd out my fpirit upon the houfe of Ifrael y faith the LORD 
God. 

(/) He looked for a city. The grounds of Abraham's expefting to dwell in an eternal 
ftate of bleflednefs in the heavenly Jerufalemy after the refurrettion, do not appear to 
have been any arguments fuggefted by natural re afbn , but the exprefs promife of Goo. For 
his faith here mention'd is his faith in divine revelations , as faith fignifies throughout the 
chapter. All this that he expected in another world is promifed in God's covenanting 
with Abraham to be his GOD . See on v. 16 . 

( g ) She judged him faithful. The apoftle mentions Sarah as an inftanceof faith, tho* Mofts 

does not exprefly fay, fhe believed. Nay it is certain, that when Hie firfl heard the an¬ 
gel 
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* i Therefore iprang there e- 0 f ^he faith both of Abraham and Sarah, 

good as dead, fo many as there lprang from this one man, and him as 

good as dead as to thefe things ( h) y a pofte- 

rity 

NOTES. 


gel fay T ihe ihould have a child, ihe did not believe him, and laugh’d at it as a thing 
incredible, Gen. xviii. 12. Yet after the angel had repeated his predi&ion, and thereby 
given ier farther aflurance, flie appears, from ibme hints in Mofes his hiftory, to have be¬ 
lieved fcim, v. 13,14. rfhe Lord [by his angelj faid unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laughs 
faying, Shall I of a furety bear a child , which am old ? Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? At 
the tine appointed will / return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah jball have a 
Jon. Then Sarah denied, faying , I laughed not : for Jbe was afraid. As the angel came in 
humoi fliape, it is natural to fuppofe, that ihe took him to be no more 4 .han a mere man ; 
even as her husband, Abraham , entertain’d the three angels at this time unawares , not 
fufpefting them atfirfi to b t angels, Hebr. xiii. 2. White Sarah apprehended, that the 
perlbn, who deliver’d the promiie, was a mere man, and had not feen him prove any ex¬ 
traordinary commiflion from God by miracles, it is no wonder, ihe did not believe what 
he:aid. But the angel loon convinced her, that he was more than a common perion, by 
difcovering fecret things, and by letting her know, that he perceived what flie did, when 
He was out of his fight , when flie flood behind the door of the tent, and laugh'd at the 
promiie ihe heard him deliver. That ihe was not in the angel’s prefence when ihe laugh'd, 
is certain from the account which Mofes gives of the fa& according to the true reading 
of the words as preferved in the Samaritan copy, and the old Greek tranflation, olGenefis. 
The JewiJb incorredt copy has it, without any lenie at all, Sarah heard it in the tent-door , 
which was behind him. Tile true reading is, Sarah heard it in the tent-door : and Jbe was 
behind it, i. e. behind the tent-door, and io not in the angel's fight. For Nin read **'n. 
And, no doubt, Mofes noted this fa£t (which in itielf loolcs very inconfiderable) on pur- 
poie to ihew, that the angel did not fee her when ihe laugh’d; thatfo we might from hence 
gather that ihe had hereby fufficient evidence of his being an extraordinary perfon, and 
ient from God Hereby ihe was prepared to believe any revelation he ihould make. 
When ihe found he was an angel, jbe was afraid , and denied that ihe had laugh'd. It 
rauft therefore be concluded, that after this ihe no more laugh’d at the promife ; bur when 
the angel, after ihe knew him to be fiich, repeated the promiie to her, ihe received it as 
a divine promiie, and judged him faithful who had promiied. In like manner, Abraham 
laugh’d the firft time he heard the promiie, and thought it incredible, Gen. xvii. 17. tho* 
•when the promiie was repeated and confirmed , he fully depended upon the accomplishment: 
of it. 

(£) K ou rewret rtrsxp copiM, and him as good as dead. Our tranflators have not here 
exprefs’d the full ienfe of the Greek , which ought to be render’d thus: And him dead , as 
to thefe things, i. e. as to the being a father : tojjtol is uied for kata tojjta. 

Upon this a difficulty has been moved, how the apoftle, and Mofes before him, could 
fpeak of Abraham as being pafi age , and repreient it as a miracle , that he ihould have a 
ion by Sarah {Gen. xvii. 17. xviii. 11, 12. Rom. iv. 19. Hebr. xi. 12.) when yet he is thought 
to have had children by Keturah many years afterward ? The difhculty may be ftated 
thus: When Ifaac was born, Abraham was an hundred years old, and Sarah ninety, 
Gen. xxi 5. xvii. 1 7. When Sarah died, flie was an hundred and twenty feven, Gen. xxiii. 1.. 
confequently, at the time of her death, Abraham was an hundred and thirty feven. After 
this Abraham gets a wife for Ifaac , who was forty years old when he married her, 
Gen. xxv. 20. at which time Abraham muft be an hundred and forty. After the hiftory of 
Ifaac*s marriage, Gen. xxiv. 67. Mofes immediately adds, according to our tranflation % 
ihen again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah (Gen.xxv. 1.) by whom he 
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had fix ions. Upon this account of the faffs it is asked, How it Ihould be reprefented as 
n miracle y that Abraham Ihould have a foil in the hundredth year of his age; and yet 
fhoijld, without a miracle, have fix ions when he was full , and more than, an hundred 
and forty 1 

No Commentator feems to me to have given a fufficient iolution of this difficulty. It 
appears to be a very unlatisfaftory anfwer to fay, as is ufually faid, that, in oraer to 
Ifaac's being born, God gave a new bleffmg to Abraham's body, which again render’d him 
capable of being a father ; and that this bleffine and capacity remained in him. If this 
had been io, why fhould not Sarah's capacity of bearing have been renewed and continued 
alio by virtue of the fame bleffng ? and, why fhould not Abraham then have had more 
children afterward by her 9 during the thirty (even years that fhe lived with him after the 
birth of Ifaac ? 

I beg leave therefore to propofe to the world another method of lolving the nov-men- 
tioned difficulty, which feems to me to be very eafy and natural. It is this: It may well 
enough be fuppoled, that the hiftory of Abraham* s marrying Keturah , is not fet in theexadfc 
chronological order of narration ; and then all the difficulty will vanifh at once. Every 
one that has carefully read cither the modern or antient hiftorians, knows, that the bejl 
and exafteft of them often choofe to carry’down the account of one perfbn, in their 
hiftory, farther than the time to which they are come in the order of the whole narra¬ 
tion. When they have finifhed that perlon’s ftory, they return back to the time where 
the digreffion, as I may call it, began. And this is done upon principle , with great judg¬ 
ment , and for a very good end, even to prevent breaking the thread of a particular ftary, 
■which the writer faw it needful to conclude y before he began another. The fame feems 
to be the cale here. Mofes his chief defign was to give the hiftory of the ffraelitesy and 
of their pedigree. It was neceffary then to give an account of Sarahy and of her Ion 
Ifaac ; which account he prudently chofe to lay all together , and to finiih. at once, tho" it 
brought him down to the hundred and fortieth year of Abraham's life. In the middle of 
this narration he did not think fit to mention the affair of Keturah , which had no manner 
of relation to it: yet he afterward oblerves, that Ihe was a wife to Abraham , and had 
feveral children by him; whom Mofes names, that they might know themlelves, and the 
Israelites might acknowledge them to be the pofterity of Abraham ; and that he might the 
better illuftrate the divine promile, that his leed Ihould be like the fandy and many nations 
proceed from him, Gen.xm. \ 6. xvii.4. 

We are left then to conjecture, as well as we can, in what part of Abraham's life it 
was that he married Keturah. He leems to me to have married her before he came into 
CanaatJ 9 and fo before he took Hagar t when he was youug enough to be a father in a na¬ 
tural way. That he married her long before Sarah's death, and that the hiftory of his 
marrying her is by Mofes placed out of the chronological order, is demonflrable from the 
account he gives of her children , grandchildren , and great grandchildren , as being born in 
Abraham's life-time. In the genealogy which Mofes gives us of Abraham's children by 
Keturah , he tells us that Abraham begat Jokjhan ; Johjban begat Dcdan ; Dedan begat Afbu- 
rim y Gen . xxv. I—4. fo that Ajhurim (or - rather, I luppole, Ajhur , the father of the peo¬ 
ple called Ajhurim') was Abraham's great grandlon. Concerning all the fons, grandfons, 
and great grandlons of Keturahy Mofes lays, v. 6. Unto the fons of the concubines [viz. Hagar 
and Keturah'] which Abraham had , Abraham gave gifts t and fent them away from Ifaac his 
fon t while he [i. e. Abraham] yet lived. Thofe here called, the fons of the concubines , are 
(belides IJbmael) the fame as Mofes called, the children y or Ions, of Keturah, ver. 4. for the 
Hebrew word is the lame in both places, which fignifies either children or fons . According 
to this account, Abraham's great grandchildren by Keturah were born before he died. He 
could not then marry Keturah after Ifaac s marriage. For from the rime of Ifaac s mar¬ 
riage to the time of Abraham's death, was no more than thirty Eve years ; in which Ihort 
fpace it was not poflible he Ihould have three great grandchildren from his fecond Ion Jokjhan. 
They did not ule to marry till about thirty in thole days, as we may conjecture by the 
times of begetting noted in the genealogy of Abrahams anceftors; among whom, Nahor , 

Abraham's grandfather, was the yonngeft at the time of begetting, viz* twenty nine 

years 
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years old; and Abraham's Ion, Tfaae y was not married, till he was forty. It can never be 
iuppoled then (if Keturah was married no more than thirty five years before Abraham's 
death) that her Tons fhould be married foon enough to have children three or four years 
old at the time of Abraham's death ; and it is then impoffible, that Keturah' s fecond Ion, 
Jfokjban y fhould, by that time y have three grandchildren , and thole old enough to be fetit 
abroad to plant colonies. This matter is confirm’d by Jofephus y who, having named the 
Ions, grandlons, and great grandlons of Keturah , expreily lays, Abraham fent out all thele 
children and grandchildren to plant colonies , p 33. edit. Hudlon. 

It is to be oblerved, that Jfofephus has placed the account of Keturah and her children, 
fooner than it Hands in Genejis y viz. before the hiftory of Abraham's lending his lervant to 
leek a wife for Ifaac ; lo that Jofepbus evidently went upon the luppofition, that this parti¬ 
cular hiftory was not by Mofes fet according to the chronological order of events. Yet ftill 
Jofepbus dia notfetit far enough back; fince he places it after the death of Sarah : whereas 
in the /pace of thirty eight years that interven’d Detween the deaths of Sarah and of Abra- 
ham y it was not poihble Keturah fhould have great grandchildren lent abroad to plant colo¬ 
nies, as he himfelf lays they were before Abraham's death. From his own account then, as 
well as that in Genefis y it is evident, that Abraham took Keturah to be his wile long before 
Sarah's death. Thus much however is ablolutely certain, that either the time of Keturah *s 
marriage , or the birth of her great grandchildren, is placed out of chronological order, 
Gen . xxv. 1— 6. And why we fhould not luppole it is the former, I cannot imagine. For 

Mofes leems to lay exprefly, that Afcaham had children while he was in Haran y long 
before Ifaac y or even Ijbmael y was born, Gen. xii. j. And Abram took Sarai his wife y and 
Lot his brother s fon y and all the fubjlance that they had gather d y and the louls that they had got¬ 
ten in Haran y and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan. ffhe fouls they had gotten in 
Haran y I take to be the children they there begat. The word, fouls y is ufed for perfons , 
(cb. xiv. z.) where the king of Sodom faith to Abraham y Give me the perfons [Hebr. Souls] and 
take the goods to thy felf. The word render’d gotten y is ntfjy which ufually fignifies, to 
makty or to do. When it is applied to facrifices y it fignifies, to offer them \ it may then bear 
a little farther variation, when applied to children y and fignify the begetting them. In a 
fenfe at leaft very near a-kin to this, the Hebrew word is actually ufed, Jerem. xxxviii. 16. 

? The Lord liveth y who made us this foul y i. e. who as a father begat us; and Ifa. lvii. 16. 

- left the fpirit Jbould fail before me , and the louls which / have made, i. e. which I, as a 

father, have begotten ; for this expreflion is plainly of the fame import with the title. 
Father of fpirits y Hebr. xii. 9. Anfwerably to thele expreffions, it is natural to conclude, that 
when Mofes Ipeaks of the fouls , or perfons y which Abraham and Lot had gotten in Haran y 
he means the children whom they had begotten there. This is abundantly more likely 
than the interpretation of Grotius y Le Clerc y Patrick y &*c. who reprelent the lenle of the 
words to be, the jlaves whom they had bought. But after all thefe great men have laid, I 
cannot find they have proved, either that UJQJ may fignify Jlaves , or n\yy bought. To 
prove the former, we are refer’d to Ezek. xxvii. 13. where merchants are laid to have 
traded in the fouls , or perlons, of men . But how to infer from hence, that the word fouls 
fignifies Jlaves y I own is beyond my comurehenfion. Thole men indeed, in whom the 
merchants traded, were made Jlaves ; but their being Jlaves is not (either here, or in the 
parallel place, Rev. xviii. 13.) fignified by the worn fouls , but only and entirely by the 
words traded y or merchandized. Nor will any of the places refer'd to, prove that nu/y 
fignifies, to buy y or to purchafe The firft place mentioned by Le Clerc is Gen. xxx. 30. 
where Jacob lays to Laban y When Jhall / provide for mine own houfe alfo ? i. e. as is the 
literal lenle of the word, When Jhall / a£t, or do for my own houfe ? What is there in this 
to prove that the word fignifies to buy y or purchafe ? Jacob's thoughts at this time leem ro 
have been, not on buying any thing, but on multiplying his cattle for the benefit of his 
family. Another text cited by LeClerc on this occafion, is Gen. xxxi. 1. where Laban stows 
lay, Of that which was our father’s hath Jacob gotten all this glory. Bur there does not 
feem to be the leaft room, in this place, to rake the word in any other than its molt 
ulual lenle. For the Ions of Laban undoubtedly meant, that Jacob had made his fortune 
out of their father’s lubftance; there is no thought of his purchafvg it, us a man buys a 
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Slave. The only remaining place refer'd to, is, Deut.y'm. 17,18. which our tranflators 
have render’d thus: tfke might of my hand hath gotten me this wealthHe giveth thee 
power to get wealth. The words here render’d, Get wealthy are b'n T}\Uy which are ufed 
nine times more in the Old Teftament, and in eight of them, without all difpute, do not 
fignify getting wealthy but either, doing famoufly y or, doing valiantly. In the former of thefe 
fenles our tranflators have render’d them, Ruth iv. 11. Do thou worthily ; and not much 
different, Prov. xxxi. 29. Many daughters have done virtuoufly, In other places they have ren¬ 
der’d thole words by doing valiantly y as Numb. xxiv. l8. Ifrael {ball do valiantly ; 1 Sant. 
xiv. 4S. Ho gathered an hoft \ or, as it is in the margin, He wrought valiantly \ rfal.ht. iz. 
and cviii. 13. ^Through GOD weJball do valiantly ; cxviii. 15. and again, ver. 16. fhe right 
hand of the Lord doth valiantly. The only remaining place where this Hebrew exprelhon is 
ufed, is, Ezjek. xxviii. 4. where our tranflators have render’d it, hot* baft gotten thee riches . 
Bur as in the eight foregoing places it unqueftionably fignifies, to do valiantly or war- 
thily y it is moft natural to fuppofc, that it fhould be interpreted in the fame fenfc here; in 
which lenieulfo it will very well fait with the context,thus: IVith thywifdom y and with thine 
underftandingy thou haft [in thine own apprehenfion] done famoufly, and haft gotten gold and 
ft her into thy treafures. There leems then fufficient realbn for interpreting the fame words 
in the fame manner. Dent. viii. 17,18. thus, tfbe might of my hand hath done famoufly, or 

valiantly- he giveth thee power to do famoufly, or valiantly. And it is worth noting, that 

tho’ Le Clerc on Gen. xii. 5. refers to Dent. viii. 17. as fpeaking of mens getting wealth, yet 
in his note on this latter text, he owns it may fignify, rfhe might of my hand hath procured 
the victory, and refers to Pfal. cxviii. 15,16. before quoted, as a proof of it. Confe- 
quently this text will not prove, that n\ttp fignifies, to buy y or purchafe y as a man buys 
flaves. There is then no text found to fupport this interpretation of the word. It re¬ 
mains therefore, that the meaning of Gen. xii. 5. is moil likely to be that which was be¬ 
fore mentioned, viz,, tfhe perfons whom Abraham begat in Haran. Since then Abraham 
begat children in Hararty we muft allow Keturah to be their mother. For he did not take 
IJagar till long after he came into Canaan , Gen. xvi. 1, 2. and we do not find that he had 
ever any other concubine befides theie two. 

The eldeft of theie children feems to be the perfon whom Abraham (before Sarah or 
Hagar bare) calls his heiry Gen. xv. 3. Lo one born in my houfe is mine heir . Unlels this heir 
be allowed to be his fon by Keturah , he mu ft be a mere ft ranger y the Ion of one of his 
male Slaves: But this is vaftfy improbable, fince Abraham had not only many relations in 
Haran y to inherit his eftate and poffellions, but had a near relation in Canaan juft at hand , 
even Lot y his brother’s Ion. Surely this would have been his heir rather than a Ion of 
one of his men lervants, provided he had at that time no fon of his own. It is therefore 
moft likely, that Abraham had at this time a fon of his ov/n by Keturah to be his heir. 

It is no obje&ion to this, that it is faid in the fame verfe, Behold y to me thou haft given 
no feed ; or that it is laid, ver. 4. One that Jball come out of thy own bowels Jball be thy heir ; 
or, that Abraham is faid to be childlefsy ver. 2. For when Ifaac was horny he was c&Mza Abra¬ 
ham's only fon , tho’ IJbmael was at that time living, Gen. xxii. 2. and he is called his fon t 
by way of eminence, meaning his only Ion, after Keturah* s children were unqueftionably 
born, Gen. xxv. 6. In this fame lenle Abraham might have been called childlefsy till he 
had a child by his proper wife Sarah ; and in the fame fenfe in which Ifaac is called his 
only fon, it muft be faid, that he only came out of Abraham's bowels , i. e. he was the only 
child begotten in a right way on a lawful wife. 

Let it not be here laid, that tho’ Hagar was only a concubine y yet Keturah was a proper 
wife ; fince Hagar is exprefly called Abraham's wife } as well as Keturahy Gen. xvi. 3* and 
both of them are exprefly called comubinesy Gen. xxv. 6. 

From this laft cited text, in which Keturah is called a concubine } it is necelfary to con¬ 
clude, that Hie did not fucceed Sarahy after her deceafe y as a proper wife t but was Abraham's 
concubine y like Hagar , while Sarah lived. % 

The realon of Ifaac s being call'd, the only fon, is, that he only was born of Abraham's 
proper wife. The children of the flaves were not to inherit with the child or children 

of the proper wife; and fo were not treated as children, but as flaves , Gen. xxi. 10. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly we read, that Abraham gave all he had to Tfaac, the foil of his proper wife; 
while he only gave lbme (mall gifts to the fons of the two concubines, and Tent them 
away from Ifaac , during his own life-time, Gen. xxv. 5,6. From hence it is evident, 
chat Keturah did not fucceed Sarah as a proper wife ; fincc in that cafe her Tons mud have 
been co-heirs with Ifaac ; but was only taken to be his concubine. And it is abundantly 
more probable, that he took her when he was young enough to be a father, than 
that he fhould marry her forty years after he was too old to be a father. Nor is it 
likely he would delay feeking a child, till he took Hagar, when he was eighty five 
Years old. 

The cafe feems to me to be this: Abraham had been married to his proper wife Sarah 
fometime before he left Ur of the Chaldees ; at that time fhe was looked upon to be barren , 
Gen . xi. 30. After this they lived lbme time in Haran, before they came into Canaan. 
When Abraham found his wife barren, it is not at all unlikely that he fhould take one 
of his flaves for a concubine, that he might have children by her, as was the cuftom of 
thole times. He then, I fuppofe, took Keturah, who bore hiin children. Thefe he 
brought with him from Harani nto Canaan . When he was in Canaan , Sarah's defire of 
having children ftill continued. She could not look upon Keturah's children as, in 
any lenfe, her own ; fince Keturab was not her {lave. Thus Rachel did not look upon 
the children of Zilpab as her own ; nor Leah look upon the children of Bilhah as 
hers: But, on the other hand, Rachel confider’d the children of her own flave, Bilhah, as 
her own children, becaule their mother was her property {Gen. xxx. 3, 6, 8.) the Have that 
her father gave her, when Ihe was married, Gen. xxviii. 29. and Leah looked upon the 
children of Zilpah as her own , Gen. xxx. 11,13. becaule their mother was her property , the 
Have that her lather gave her when fhe was married, xxviii. 24. On this fame account 
.SWrtf&-defired Abraham to take Hagar (whom we may well luppole to be her own flave, 
given her by her father at the time of her marriage) that fhe might have children by her 
Jlave , tho* fne had none of her own body, Gen. xvi. 1, 2. Now Sarai Abraham's wife bare 
him no children ; and Jbe had an hand-maid [i. e. a female flave] an Egyptian , whofe name 
was Hagar. And Sarai faid unto Abram , Behold now, the Lord hath refrained me from bearing ? 
I pray thee, go in unto my maid ; it may be that 1 may obtain children by her. So that Sarah's 
defiring Abraham to cake Hagar is pevfe&ly confident with his having taken his own flave, 
Keturah before; fince Keturah's children could not be Sarah's, as Hagar s would. 

It is very true, that Mofes does not mention Keturah , when he lpeaks of Abraham's firft 
going into Canaan , and of the perfonswho then went with him, Gen. xii. 5. but this will not 
prove, that fhe was not his concubine at that time. For when Mofes firft mentions Abra¬ 
ham's brother, Nahor , he only mentions his wife Milcah , xi. 29. whereas afrerward he 
mentions his concubine Reumah , by whom he had four fons, xxii. 24. From the diflocation 
of which piece of hiftory no one would conclude, that Nahor did not take this concubine, 
till after Milcah's death. In like manner, Keturah might have been Abraham's concubine be¬ 
fore he came into Canaan , tho* not named till in the end of the hiftory of Abraham's life. 

I know of but one thing more that looks like an objection againft what has been now 
advanced, and that is, the Englifb tranflation of Gen . xxv. 1. When again Abraham took a 
wife, and her name was Keturah. The thing immediately before-mentioned was Sarah's 
death; fo that rhe words then again, plainly fignify, that then, after Sarah's death, Abra¬ 
ham married again, and took Keturah. But nothing of this is implied in the Hebrew ex- 
prellion, which is to be literally render’d thus, And Abraham added, and took a wife, and her 
name was Keturah. The meaning of which is, that after he had taken (not buried) one wife, 
even Sarah , he proceeded and took another, even Keturab. And as he took Sarah while 
he dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees , he might take Keturah there too, or elfe in Haran , before 
he came into Canaan ; and then Keturah might very well have great grandchildren born in 
Abraham's life-time. / 

Many like inftances of Mofes his mentioning fafts out of the exatt chronological order 
of the hiftory may be obferved in his writings; particularly in the tenth chapter of Ge- 
nefis, Mofes gives us the genealogy of Shem , and brings it down beyond the difperfion of 
the nations, which he mentions vtr. 25. when he had carried that genealogy much farther, 
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rity as numerous as the ftars in the sky, yea 
innumerable as the fands which are on the 
fea-fhore (/). All thefe forementioned be¬ 
lievers 


the ftars of the sky in mul¬ 
titude, and as the land, 
which is by the fea-fhore 
innumerable. Thefe all. i > 


NOTES: 


he returns back to the time of the difperfion of the nations, and gives a particular hiftory 

of that matter, eh. xi. i-y. Then he goes back as far as Shem y almoft two hundred 

years before the faid difperfion ot the nations, and gives a particular account of the time 
of his ion’s birth, and of Shem's death, and in the fame manner carries down the genea¬ 
logy to Abraham^ v. io, &*c. It is certain, however, that tho* there is a breach of chro¬ 
nological order in the placing of thefe narrations, vet they are judicioufly placed in the 
manner wherein Afofrs has fet them ; becaufe it would not have been agreeaole to interrupt 
one narration by fetcing another in the middle of it. 

We have in the xxvtn chapter an account of Abraham's death at an hundred and feventy 
five years of age, ver. 7. Next it is faid, After the death of Abraham , GOD blejfed Ifaac % 
u. 11. Then Mofes gives a lift of the children of IJbmael y and brings down the hiftory to 
the time of IjbmaeV s death, ver. 17. which happen’d forty eight years after the death of 
Abraham . After all this, Mofes returns, but with great judgment, to the time of Ifaac$ 
marriage , which was celebrated thirty five years before Abraham's death. 

There is fufficient reafon alfo to fufpedi that the account of Abraham's going into Gt± 
rar , and of Abimelech's taking Sarab y in order to make her his wife, Gen. xx. is not placed 
in the hiftory in the order of time in which thefe things happen’d. The place in which- 
this narration ftands, is after the account of the angel’s alluring Sarah that fhe fliould 
have a fon, Gen. xviii. 14. which is thought to have been at the time of her conceiving 
Ifaac , when fhe was eighty nine years old, and reckon’d paft child-bearing, ver. 11,12. 
After this her being with child, Mofes relates the definition of Sodom y and the inceft of 
Lot ; and then brings in the ftory of Abraham's going to Gerar. But it can never be 
thought, that Ahimelech would have fallen in love with an old woman, univerfally con¬ 
cluded to be paft child-bearing. Or, if by this time fhe had appeared to be with child) 
Abimelech would have concluded her to be Abraham's <wife y and fo would not have had a 
defire to take her to himfelf This account therefore plainly appears not te ftand in the 
hiftory in the chronological order. 

There is a very plain inftance of fuch a neglet of order in the hiftory of Keturab y 

Gen. xxv. 1-6 For, according to what has been already obferved, either the birth of 

her great grandchildren is mentioned too foon ; or elfe her marriage is mentioned too late. 
We may then as well fuppofe the latter, as others have hitherto fuppofed the former. 
The fuppofition now chofen fully anfwers the objedion againft this parr of Mofes his hif¬ 
tory, and lets all matters right; whereas in the common way, the difficulty muft be owned 
.to be infuperahle. I make no apology for the length of this note, fince the fubjed-matter 
of it is of great importance, and tends to vindicate the characters both of Mofes , and of 
St. Paul. 

(;) As the fiars in multitude y and as the f and innumerable. There is, in fad, a difference be¬ 
tween thefe two expreflions, which is very juft and philofophical. The apoftle fpeaks of the 
ftars as being only a multitude ; whereas he fays, the fands on the fea-fhore are innumerable. 
Tho’ the ftars are innumerable, and thofe of them which are vifible to the naked eye are 
a great multitude ; yet thefe vifible ones may be, and have been, number’d by men. Ca¬ 
talogues of th<^ fixed ftars arc publifhed by the aftronomers, who defy any man to fhew 
them any ftarin the heavens (unlels a new one appears) which is not named in their cata¬ 
logues, and marked on their globes. The largeft catalogue, drawn by }Av..Flamftead y 
contains but three thoufand) many of which cannot be feen without a telefcope. But 

Abraham's 
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died in faith, not having 
received the promifcs, but 
having feen them afar off, 
and were perfuadedofri?e/w, 
and embraced them , and 
confefled, that they were 
ftrangers and pilgrims on 
14 the earth. For they that 


lievers retained their faith, till their death, 
or the time of their leaving the world ; tho' 
they had not received the reward of their 
faith and virtue, which was promifed them; 
but they faw this promifed reward at a di- 
ftance, in another life, and gladly enter¬ 
tained the promifes of it ( k) y and confefs'd, 
that they were but ftrangers, fojourners, and 
pilgrims here on earth (/). For by faying 

they 

NOTES. 


14. 


Abraham's pofterity was very foon more than three thoufand, and atfome times may have 
been three millions. It mud be owned however, that the Scripture fometimes fpeaks, as 
if men could not number the ftars, as Gen. xv. 5. where God fays to Abraham^ Number 
the Jlars , if thou be able to number them ; implying* that Abraham was not able to do it: 
winch is undoubtedly true. For Abraham died before the conftellations were formed, and 
fo had no way of counting the ftars. For when a man looks upon the ftars in a confided 
heap, he cannot poffibly number them; whereas if he will throw them into different figures, 
or conftellations, it will be very pofHble firft to number the ftars in each figure or con- 
ftellation feparately , and then to take the number of the conftellations, and from thence 
to find the number of the vifible ftars; which is the method that aftronomers have taken. 
David fpeaks of numbering the ftars as a thing peculiarly in God’s power, Pfal. cxlvii. 4. 
He telleth the number of the Jlars , and calleth them all by their names. It was very natural, 
and proper for David here to imply, that men could not number the ftars, becaufe he does 
not leem to have been bred an aftronomer, or to have known the method of computing 
their number As the holy Scriptures were never defigned to teach men aftronomy, but 
were wholly calculated to teach them piety and virtue, the writers of them were always 
directed to fpeak of natural things, in the common language of the age and country, in 
which they lived. Thus Mofes introduces God as faying, / fet my bow in the cloudy 
Gen. ix. 13. whereas the rain-bow is not in a cloud, but m tne drops of rain, as they are 
falling, between the cloud and the earth; as will be evident to any one who fhall ob- 
l'erve (what I have often feen) part of a rain-bow againft clear sky. But the bow is laid 
to be in the cloud , becaufe it ufually appears againjl a cloud, and feems to be in it y as it was 
alfb generally thought to be. I11 like manner Job fpeaks of the clouds, as if they were 
large vejfels y that hold up the rain, and which might be thought to be naturally irv danger 
of being rent by its weight, Job xxvi. 8. He brndetb up the waters in bis thick cloud , and the 
cloud is not rent under them. Whereas the clouds arc no other than a mifi or fog railed up 
above the earth, which confifts of hollow fhclls, or globes of water filled with air, which 
break, and unite, and lb form lolid drops, and then fall in rain. But Job fpoke according 
to mens common apprehenfions. Thus likewife, when the ftars, that are vifible to the na¬ 
ked eye, are reprefented as innumerable, in the Scriptures, the facred writers fpeak ac¬ 
cording to the common apprehenfions and abilities of mankind. 

(£) And were perfuaded of them. Tliis claufe is omitted in the moft and beft MSS. in 
all the old verfions, and in the antient commentators : fo- that, without doubt, it has been 
added to the text long fince the days of the apoftle. And tho* it contains nothing but 
what is evidently and itridfcly true, yet it ought to be expunged, becaufe we muft not add 
to the word of God. 

(/) And corrfejfedy that they were Jlrangers and pilgrims on the earth. Thus Abraham i aid 
to the Tons of Hctb , I am a Jlranger and a fojourner with you t Gen.xxiii. 4» tho* he had at 

this 
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they were but fojourners in this earth, they 
plainly declared, that they fought and ex- 
petted another country, in a future ftate, 
wherein their father lives, and which there- 
fore they could call their own (m). And 
indeed, if they had entertained an incli¬ 
nation and delire to have return'd to Chal¬ 
dea, from whence Abraham (and his polte- 
rity in him) at God's call came into Ca¬ 
naan, they might have found an opportu- 
\ 6 . nity to have returned thither (»). But 
now (/. e. at the time now mentioned, when 
they had that opportunity) they defire a 
better country than any on earth, even a 
heavenly country: wherefore, fince they 
defired this heavenly country, even the new 
Jerufalem, in confequence of God’s promife 

of 


iay men mines, declare 
plainly, that tncy teek a 
country. And truly if they 15 
had been mindful of that 
country , from whence they 
came out, they might have 
had opportunity to have re¬ 
turned : But now they de- 1 6 
fire a better country , that is, 
an heavenly ; wherefore 
Goo is not alhamed to be 


NOTES. 

this time lived in Canaan above threefcore year s. And Jacob /aid unto Pharaoh, The days of 
the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years , Gen. xlvii. 9. Tho’ Jacob here 
calls his whole life a pilgrimage, yet the greateft part of it was fpent in Canaan , which v 
given him by God as his own pojfejjion \ which fliews, that he never, through his whvfe 
life, even when he was at home, in Canaan , looked upon himlelf as fettled , but ftill wifh’d 
and hoped to live in another place, even in the heavenly Jerufalem. 

(m) They feek a country. This tranflation does by no means come up to th z fpirit and 
beauty of the original. The word ag-ctlesPet (derived from asa\r\%y a father ) does not fig- 
nify a country , in general , but fuch a country as a man’s father dwells in, and poflefles as 
rigntfully his own , wherein confoquently his children have a right to dwell with him.. 
Tnis their father s own country is oppofed to a flrange or foreign country, ver. 9. wherein 
they looked upon themfolves as Jlrangers , foreigners, fojourners, pilgrims, or travellers, 
ver. 13. Their fathers country, and what therefore thofe obedient children of God 
might, in a fonfe, call their native country, or their proper home , is the blefTed place, 
where Goo their father will dwell forever, even the city of the heavenly Jerufalem, 
where they lhall dwell with him to all eternity. Rev. xx. 2, 3. Behold the tabernacle of 
GO D is with men , and he will dwell with them , in the holy city , new Jerufalem. Ver. 22. The 
Lord GOD Almighty , and the Lamb , are the temple of it. xxii. 3, 4, j. The throne of GO D, 
and of the Lamb , Jhall be in it , and his fewants Jhall ferve him ; and they /ball fee bis face.— 
The Lord GOD giveth them light , and they jhall reign for ever and ever. From which laft 
expreffion it is demonftrable, that the apoftle here fpeaks of the ftate of good men after 
the refurreBion , and not of the millennium , when they ftiail not reign for ever , but only for 
a thoufand years, Rev. xx. 4. 

(w) Had opportunity to have returned. Abraham actually font his forvant to Haran to fetch 
a wife for his fon, Gen. xxiv. 4, 10. comp, xxvii. 43. It would have been eafy for him 
to have gone thither himfelf, if he had defired and chofen fo to do. 
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TEXT. 

called their God ; for he 
hath prepared for them a 
7 city. By faith Abraham, 


(0) Wherefore GOD is not ajh anted to be called their GOD : for he hath prepared for them a 
city. The city herefpoken of, is, without all queftion, the new, or the heavenly Jerufalem^ 
•whofe builder and maker is GOD , ver. 10. xii. 22. When the apoftle fays, that God’s pre¬ 
paring this city for them, prevents his being ajhamed of calling himlelf their father f he 
evidently implies, that he would not have mled himfelf their God, if he had not pre¬ 
pared it for them; and confequentfy, that his calling himlelf their GO D, is a full proof 
that he had prepared the heavenly Jerufalem for their eternal habitation. The force of 
this proof is really irrefiftible. It cannot indeed be dilcern’d by fuch as do not perceive 
that the word God is a relative term, fignifying the lame as kingy or governour. But fince 
it has been made appear, that this is the proper meaning of the word God, there is no 
manner of difficulty for us to perceive the conclufivenels of the apoftle’s realoning. 

As thele believers were not perfect in their obedience, but had, in lome inftances, or 
other, broken the divine Law ; the Almighty hereupon neceflarily ceas'd to be their God y 
or king, and unavoidably look’d upon them as rebels f who had forfeited the privileges of 
lubjetts, and deferv’d to be punijh'd as rebels. W^eh, after this, he promis’d to be their 
Gody or Kingy he thereby evidently promis’d to receive them again into favour, and un¬ 
der his protection, and to treat them (not as rebels , but) as fubjeBsy upon the account of 
their faith and repentance. If after this they had been dealt with, and punilh’d as re- 
lelsy the promile would have been broken. As then the punifhments threaten’d to thele 
rebels were lols of life, lofs of the divine favour, and eternal death, the Almighty’s 
promile of being again their God, or king, obliged him to deliver them from death by 
a refurreCtion, and to receive them into a better world, to a ftate of perfeCt and eternal 
happinels, which he had from the beginning appointed to be the inheritance of his faith¬ 
ful fiubjeCb. That this promile of being their God fignifies the eternity of the reward is 
e vident, bccaufe his taking them again as fubjeBsy and thereby declaring, that he would 
not punifh them for their pajl rebellion, obliged him to prelerve them for ever from that 
punilhment: fince, if after tbnr faith and repentance, and after their relurreClion (when 
they had noty according to the terms of the new covenant, again forfeited his favour) he 
Ihould, at any time y cad them off, and condemn them to death, he would hereby pumfii 
them for their old rebellion, and lo not contrary to his promile. The late earl of A/ar t 
by his rebellion, forfeited all the privileges of a fubjeCt. But fuppofing his late Majefty 
had promifed him, after this, that, upon his lubmiffion, he would be his King again: 
the earl might have juftly infer’d from hence, that the King would have preferved and 
protected him in the privileges of a lubjeCt fir every unlels he Ihould rebel anew t or again 
forfeit the King's favour and protection by new mildeeds. If he had not done amifis any 
more, but continued a faithful fubjeCt; and yet the King, after promifing to be his Kingy 
had punilh’d him with death, he would have had caufe to be afbamed of his promile, be- 
caufe in this cafe he would have broken it. And as the King’s promife, had he made it, 
would have obliged him to fiavc that rebel, in cafe he had repented, from the punilhment 
due to him on the account of his rebellion, and to mantain and defend him in the poflef- 
fion of the privileges of a good fubjeft, as lopg as that tarl Ihould have lived : lo the 
Almighty’s promife of being the God of believers engages him to deliver them from 

death. 
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of it, he is not aihamed to be called their 
God ; for he hath minded and fulfilled his 
promife fo far as to have a finally prepared 
this city of the heavenly Jerufalem for them 
in the future'ftate ( 0 ). God was pleafed to 1 7* 

try 
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try the ftrength of Abraham's faith by giv- when he was tried, offer’d 

ing him a command that feem’d very hard U P ^ aac • an< * * ie » that had 

to flefh and blood, even to facrifice his (on : 

but thro’ faith in God's promifes Abraham 

went lb far toward offering up Ifaac , as that 

it was plain he would have facrificed him, 

if he had not been prevented by a voice 

from heaven, and fo may be look’d upon, 

in point of obedience, as having adually 

facrificed him (/>) : and he that had received 

the 

NOTES. 

death the punifhment of fin by a refurre&ion, and after that to lave them for ever from 
all other, efpecially from all worfe punifliments of fin, and to preferve and maintain them, 
as long as they live, i. e. to all eternity, in the enjoyment of that perfect happinefs, which 
is the inheritance of all his faithful lervants. This important matter is explain'd, and 
confirm’d more at large in my Second Volume of Notes and Difcourfes, p. 214-246. 

Q>) Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Ifaac. Some men have cavill'd at this piece 
of niftory, as if it was unlawful for Abraham to facrifice his fon, on a divine command, 
and impoflible for God to give the command. But the cavilling is very groundlefs. In¬ 
deed if Abraham had facrificed his Ion without a divine command, it had been murder 9 
and could not have been excufcd: fince Ifaac had not by any crime forfeited his life into 
his father’s hands. But it is really aftonifhing, that any man fhould be able to fanfy, 
that the fcvereign Lord of all had not a right to take away Ifaac s life by hxs father s hands , 
as well as by a fever, or old age. The occafion of mens miftakes in this, and in fuch like 
cafes., is their not duly confidering what the Jaw of nature is. They reprefent it to them- 
iclves as a let of particular precepts, exprefs’d in words, like the ten commandments, 
whereof one is, Hhou Jhalt not kill, another is, ^Ihou Jbalt not fieal. They withal rightly 
confider, that the law of nature is immutable , and indifpenjible. Upon this they arc puz¬ 
zled, while it feems to them, that when God order’d Abraham to facrifice his fbn, he 
difpenfed with that particular law of nature, rfhou fialt not kill, or, ^houJhalt do no murder . 
To extricate themfelves, they talk of two laws of nature, a primary, and a fecondary: fay¬ 
ing that God can difpenfe with the latter, tho* not with the other. But all this is mere 
amufement. Stri&ly fpeaking, there is no more than one law of nature, viz.. Vo what 
is belt , or. Do that which, all parallel cafes, and all confluences being confider’d, will 
in the end, and upon the whole, be beft. This one law mull be applied to all cafes that 
can happen. When it is beft to fave a man's life, the law of nature commands us to lave 
it; but when it is beft to put a man to death, the law of nature requires us to put him to 
death: it is the duty of magiftrates to execute murderers. In fome cafes this law of nature 
forbids our taking away other mens goods without their confcnt. But in other cafes, the 
lame law requires us to do fo, particularly, when a man is to be fined for his mifeiemea- 
nours. In this way of conceiving matters, it is evident, there is no fuch thing as God's 
ever difpenfing with the law of nature. By virtue of the one law of nature now mention'd, 
Abraham was forbidden to take away his innocent Ton's life, till he fhould receive autho¬ 
rity from God to do fo. And by the virtue of the very fame immutable law of nature, he 
was obliged to put his innocent fbn to death , when GOD had commanded it. For in this 
cafe, this was heft. It was beft and witeft to fubmit to the command of an infinitely wife 
God : and as God had an abfblutc right to Ifaac's life, he had a right to imploy any in- 
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received the promiles, of- 
i ferd up his only begotten 
iS fon: of whom it was faid, 
Thar in ^ucihall thy iced 
19 be called : accounting that 
God was able to raile him 
up even from the dead; 


the promifes of having a numerous pofterity 
by Ifaacy and of having the world blefled 
in his feed offer'd up his only begot- 18. 

ten fbn, tho' he knew it was faid of him, 

In Ifaac Jhall thy feed be call'd to be God's 
people. Abraham did this by means of his i^. 
faith in God's providence, whom he believed 
to be able and determined even to raife 
Ifaac to life after his being facrificed and 
put to death {of) : from which indeed he did 

receive 


NOTES. 

ftrument in taking it away. God did not hereby authorize, or command murder. For 
Murder is (not merely putting an innocent perfon to death, but) killing a perlon with¬ 
out authority, when it is ft, proper , and left, that we (hould /pare his life. But Abraham 
had the divine authority and command in the cafe ; and that made it fit, proper, and beft 
for him to take away Ifaac* s life; confequently it was not murder ; and God did not dif- 
penfe with his prohibition of thunder, or of doing an ill thing. 

Nor is there the leaft room to pretend, that this hiftory gives any manner of encou¬ 
ragement to men to put innocent perfotns to death without fuch a divine command. Abra¬ 
ham's example will juftify none but thofe that have as plain , exprels, and pofitive a com¬ 
mand from God to do it, as Abraham had. A man muft be a very great ftranger to 
reafon, who can bring himlclf to believe, that Abraham' s facrificing his Ion in conference 
of a divine command, will warrant any other perlon’s doing the lame without luch a 
command. It may with as much truth be faid, that a magiftrate’s commiffioning an execu¬ 
tioner to put a murderer to death will warrant that executioner , and any other private man 
to do the fame without a commiflion: which, I luppole, no one is weak enough to ima¬ 
gine. It is fit to add, that in the lame (cnle, wherein the magiftrate’s commiflion may be 
faid to alter the nature of the adtion, and to make that lawful, which (in common cales) 
w r as before unlawful; the command of God to Abraham alter’d the nature of his lacrifi- 
cing his Ion, and made that to be lawful, w hich was before a fin. That is beft in {ome 
circumftances, which is not beft in others. Tho’ God can alter our circumfiances, yet he 
cannot alter the nature of wifdom and folly , of good , and evil ; can never require us to 
do what is foolifh and evil, and forbid what is wile and beft, in thole circumftances 
wherein he places us. So that tjie natures of good and evil , virtue and vice , do not depend 
upon the will of God, but arc ablolutely in their own natures, necejfary , eternal , and im¬ 
mutable. 

( pp ) Me that had received the promifes , /. e. the promife of a numerous po/le.rity by Ifaac , 
Gen. xvii. 19. xv. 5. xxii. 1;. the promilc that his feed jhould be called in Ifaac , Gen. xxi. 12. 
(that is, that the pofterity of Ifaac Ibould be accounted the feed of Abraham , and be 
made God’s peculiar people : while his children by Hagar , and Keturah , (hould be per¬ 
mitted to fall into idolatry, and fo not be the people of God, nor regarded as Abraham's 
feed. See Rom . ix. 6 t 7, 8.) and the promilc, that in his feed all the nations of the earth 
Jl. ould be hlrjfedy xxii. 18. 

(^) Accounting that GOD was able to raife him up even from the dead. The command to 
facrificc his (bn lcem’d inconfiftent with the promiles mention’d in the foregoing Note. 
But Alraham wifely ronfider’d, that God could eafily reconcile thele things by railing 
Ifaac from the dead to live again in this world, as Chrift rais’d Lazarus. Then he mighc 

F have 



HEBREWS. 


32 - 

Chap. XL 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


to. 


receive him in a figure* as he was laved from fr° m whence alio he re- 
the point of death (r). //*«, by means of tt^lSSTA u 

his iaxth in the divine revelations and pro- and Efau concerning things 
mifes relating to his pofterity, foretold the 
bleflings, which ftiould, in future times, de- 
fcend upon his two Ions, Jacob and Efau (s). 

It 


NOTE S. 

have a numerous pofterity, and the nations might be blefs'd in him. Abraham's faith waa 
perfectly rational. 

(r) From whence alfo he received him in a figure. Some would interpret this of Ifaac 2 
being born after Abraham was reckon’d dead as to the affair of being a father. But this 
cannot be right, fince the apoftle does not (peak of Abraham's being dead, but of 
Ifaac's being dead, and then rais’d from the deadi Befides, Abraham's being reckon’d 
dead as to the affair of being, a father proceeded the facrifice, and even the birth of Ifaac : 
whereas Abraham's receiving Ifaac from the dead, here mention’d by the apoftle, was 
plainly fubfequent to .his offering him up. Ifaac then was rais’d from the dead in a figure. 
The apoftle, with the greateff judgment, added thefe words, in a figure: becaufe in a 
literal fenfe Ifaac was not rais'd from the dead, in as much as he was not actually put 
to death. But here was as it were a refurre&ion, or & figure of a refurrettion: fince his 
death, was fully refolved on, and nothing would have hinder'd Abraham from offering 
up his ion, if he had not received a divine command to defift from what he was about. 
Ifaac was rais'd from the dead in the fame fenlein which Abraham is laid to have offer'd 
him up: both thefe expreflions are true only in a figurative fenfe. 

(j) By fa itfg Ifaac bleffed Jacob and Efau concerning things to come. The bleflings here 
referr’d to are recorded, Gen. xxvii. 27, 28, 29, 39, 40. Ifaac' s hleffing his Tons was no 
other than his predicting by divine infpiration what happinefs they and their pofterity 
fhould enjoy in after ages: for it was not in his power to fecure theie bleflings to them, 
even in his life-time, much lefs after his death: nor could he have known in what cir- 
cumftances they would be in future times without divine infpiration. 

It is here ask’d, how Ifaac can be laid to have blefled Jacob and Efau by faith, when 
in blefling that ion whom he took to be Efau, he feems directly to have conrradifted the 
divine promife made to their mother, Hhe elder Jball ferve the younger? Gen. xxv. 23. For 
while Ifaac was, as he thought, blefling the elder, he faid, Be lord over thy brethren, and Ut 
thy mother s fons bow down to thee, xxvii. 29. If he believed the former prediction, how 
could he deliver this latter in faith ? or, if he believed the latter, muft he not disbelieve 
the other ; and To want faith in God ? To this two things may be anfwer’d ; viz • (1.) It 
is very poflible, that Ifaac had not heard of the former prediction, The elder Jhall ferve 
the younger : fince it was deliver'd to Rebekah , when fhe went to inquire of the Lord con¬ 
cerning the two children in her womb, when it is natural to think fhe was alone, Gen. xxv. 
22, 23. She may be thought to have kept this oracle as a fecret even from her husband 
himfclh If this was the cafe, the difficulty is intirely removed. But (2.) fuppofing fhe 
did make Ifaac acquainted with this oracle at the time fhe received it, or at any time 
afterward ; ftill he might underftand it in a fenfe fully confifient with the other predi&ion. 
He might underftand the oracle deliver’d to Rebekah, as not fpeaking at all concerning 
rhe poflerity of Jacob, and Efau, but only of their Jingle perfons \ and as meaning, that 
Efau, in his own perfon, fhould ferve his younger brother while he was growing up, or 
in fome other part of his life. This was not at all inconfiftent with Ifaac' s faying to him, 
wiiom he took to be his elder foil, Be lord over thy brethren , and let thy mother's fons low 

down 
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ii to come. By faith Jacob, It was by means of faith in God’s revela- 

ti«», and promifes, that Jacob, when neat 
feph, and wodhipped lean- his end, foretold the blelTings which both 
itig upon the top of his ftaff. f ons 0 f Jofeph, Ephraim and Manajfeh y 

ftiould enjoy in after ages ; and a little before 

that, worlhipp'd upon the top of his ftaff (t). 

Tr. 


21 . 


NO T E s. 

down to thee: for he does not here fpeak of the circumftances of Jacob and Efau in their {ingle 
perfins y but of the circumftances of their poftertty y as is evident from the words brethren , 
and mother’s fins. For Efau , to whom Ifaac thought he was fpeaking, had but one bro¬ 
ther, even Jacob ; and his mother had not fins to bow down to Efau. But afterward, 
when her grandchildren were born, and in fucceeding generations, it was true that {he had 
many fins y and that Efaus pofterity had many brethren defeended from Jacob. Thefe things 
confider’d, it mull be allowed, that Ifaac might not fee the leaft appearance of incorim- 
tency between the prophefy deliver’d to his wife, and the prediftion pronounced by him- 
felf on him whom ne took to be his fon Efau. There, was then nothing to hinder his 
believing both. 

(0 IVorfbipped leaning upon the tap of his fluff.' The hiftory here refer’d to by the apoftle, 
is render’d by our tranfldtors of Crw.Jflvii. 31. thus, bowed bimfitf upon the bed's head. But 
the original expreflion of Mofes is render’d, worjbipped on the top of his ftaff ’, by the old 
Greek and Syriac translators; with whole verfion the apoftle agrees. The 'Arabic verfion 
omits the whole claufe; fo that we can have no help from thence. The occafion of thefe 
different tranflatioris is this, that the Hebrew word rUDtt fignifies either a bed , or a ftaff. 
The Greek and Syriac tranftators rightly took it to fignify a ftaff y or a walking-ftick, ih 
this place ; whereas the EngJijb tranfiators of Genefts too implicitly followed the modern 
Jews y and fuppos’d it here to fignify a bed. The modern Jews have got different marks 
to the word, according as, in their judgment, it fignifies a bkd y or a ftaff. But their 
marks are of no validity. It is juft as if a man ftiould now tak£ our Englijh Bible, and 
let one particular mark on the word light y whenever he thinks it fignifies that Which is of- 
pojite to darknefs ; and another mark on the fame word, in all thofe places where he thinks 
it denotes that which is oppofite to heavy; and a third kind of mark in thofe other places 
where it fignifies, to light upon a thing : no good critic would truft that man’s judgment, 
but would examine for himfelf in which of thefe fenfes the word light is ufed in any 
particular text. In like manner, no manner of notice is to be taken of the Jewifh marks, 
or points; but we ftiould examine, by the help of the context, and of the antient verfions, 
in which fenfe it is mod natural to underftand the word nt3D here, whether as fignifying 
a bed , or a ftaff. And that it does not (as the Jews have ignorantly fatified) fignify a 
bed in this place, may be infer’d from lome things in the context. It is not at all likely, 
that Jacob was now in bed; fince at this time, when he defired his fon Jofiph to fwear that 
he would bury him with his fathers, he told him in what form he would have him fwear, 
by faying, ver. 29. Put thy hand under my thigh. The fame form of taking an oath is 
mentioned, Gen . xxiv. a, 3. where Jbraham fays to his fervant, Put thy hand under my thigh , 
and 1 will make thee fwear. That Abraham was not in bed at this time, will not, I fup- 
pofe, be doubted. Why then ftiould Jacob be thought to be in bed y when he made Jo- 
feph ufe this ceremony ot putting his hand under his father’s thigh at the time of his taking 
an oath 1 Nor does it feem to be very decent for Jofeph to have thruft his hand into 
his father’s bed for fuch a purpofe. It is abundantly more natural to think, that Jacob was 
drdVd, and fitting up, as well a s Abraham. Befides, there is no reafon to think that Ja¬ 
cob was at this time flek ; nay, the contrary feems fairly to be implied in the words of the 
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hiftory, which immediately follow ; j 4 nd it came to pafs t after thefe tilings, that one.told 
Jofepk, Behold, thy father is Gclc, ch. xlviii. f. And let it be Fartter con fider’d, to what 
purpofe ffiould the head of the bed be mentioned? What can poltbly be the meaning 
of Jacob's worihipping upon- the bed’s head? But the worihipping upon the head , or top 
of his feoff, is very good fenfe. To avoid this laft mentioned difficulty, Le Clerc on 
Gen. xlvii. 31. has propofed to tranflate the palfage without any hint of worfeip, in this 
manner, viz. jdndhe laid himfelf down on the bed's head , i. e. fays he, after Jacob had fat 
up fometime in the bed, and was weary, he lay back. But ftill he does not avoid another 
. difficulty : for it is farirom: a proper expreffion to fay, that a man lays himfelf down on 
the head of the bed. For the rendering and fenfe of the place efpoufed by Le Clerc , he 
pleads that the Hebrew word nn\I/ fignifies not only, to bend the body, but alfo to lay it 
on the ground ; and that it may as well be ufed of tnofe who lie on their fide, or back) as 
of thole who fall on their faces. But this is all talking without book. The truth is, 
this word in the conjugation Hithpael , never fignifies any other bending of the body than 
bending it forward, as a mark of worjhip paid either to God, to idols, or to fuperiors 
among men, as may be leen in Buxtorf ^'.Concordance. Le Clerk names but owe place where 
he himfelf can imagine the. word fignifies ptherwife, and that, is 1 Kings i. 47. where our 
itranflatiori has it, Jhe king bowed himfelf upon the ,bed \ which Le Clerc would have to fignify, 
-.that David laid himfelf dawn, in the bed. But .all the e/rf. translators agreed to rentier it; 
ffbe kjng worfliipped on his bed; which is what our Englijh tranflators alfo meant. And 
.there can be no reafon to doubt but that the Hebrew word here ufed fignifies worjhip , as it 
does in above an hundred and fixty other places^ and in alT'places without exception, 
unlefs thefe two now under confideration are to be excepted. It is much more natural 
to think, that in thpfe two places 4lfp it i$t - 6 \ b«5 tmderftood in iits“Common and ufual 
-fenfe. rLe Clerc would, fain pepfuade us QtSherwifei;. ta which end * he tfoundly afierts, that 
.phere-is no example in alJL Bjblp of rtbisi{wood’s/being uled ito dignify-, religious worjhip^ 
.unlefstlie word God i s ■ adde d; ; or-fome circumftancd beTbnging in ^wormip is mentioned. 
But ir\faying this he was toohaftyf For there are in fafbfevefalinftarices of this word's 
-fignifying divine worjhip in other textaj; in which, the^e is no moreJ mention of the name of 
God, or of any, circumftance relating.tQ worffiipy than there is; in the two 1 texts nov/ be- 
’fore us. There is a very remarkable and.inc.qnteftiblfeinftance tdthis'purpofe, Judg.vl i. 1 y. 
TL hen Gideon heard the> {filing , of fhj Sand the :int&pretathon theritf, ffe' worjhipped \ !.• e. 

iq.:woribipped'GpD r; as .may be[ infer’dj from it he* natural fopae? of the'word.’ See alfo 
$xod. \y. 31. xii. 2/v There appear-s then to be fufficient reriion to interpret the Scripture 
as (peaking 1 Kings i. 47. of f> avid's worihipping God, when he fat up in his bed, and 
was too weak to rife and do more; and as.(peaking of .Jacob's lvofhipping God,' when 
it_ fays, he worfeipp'd on the top of his faff: Nor does there-appear any mariner of 6b- 
je&ign agajnft any part of the tranflation of this text given .us f by the feverity and- bv 
^leapoftle.. >tj • .... . *? d ‘s 1 ■ 

.It may not he amils to, add, that- tjbe. comparing thefe two texts:tdgether> confirms one 
*ia Relieving that AJofes did not-ni$an to'fay, Jacob worlhipp’d n{>on the head ‘ of the led ; 
’Fqiyjp the cafe of David ^ i^ rfo /v ment;ion of the head of the bedj as it is 1 pi aid there 

r no occa'fion there ffiould be. < But if wc interpret Mofes as (peaking of Jacob's faff, or 
walking Jlick, it was very natural to fpealc of the top or bead of it, .and to repretent the 
'weak old man fitting up in his chair, leaning forward to worfhip God, and fupporting 
himfelf, rhat he might not fall, by, reftingpn the bead or top of fais-ftaff. 1 So that I hope 
’the apoftlc is fully juftified ,in his^ranflation of this place. * 

* Perhaps it will be asked, Why the apoftfe takes fuch particular.notice'of this fcemingly 
tyivjol circumftance, that-when Jacob worflypp’d God, he lean-’d on the-top of his faff? 
In anfw^r to this, it mu ft be laid,'that^his i$ far from being a .trivial circumftance. The 
apoftle was about toreprefent the greatnefs-and Jlrengtbof Jacob's faith in God : To which, 
purpofe he very pertinently obferves, that when Jacob was very old and feeble, and could 
nor bend himfelf forward (in fuch a manner as men always then did) to worfhip God 
without refting upon the vprytap. of his feoff \ yet ftill he would not neglect the divine 
• ; - Vi : ... . -■■■■ - w ® r,hi Fi 
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22 By faith Tofeph, when he 
died, made mention of the 
departing of the children 
of Ifrael; and gave com¬ 
mandment concerning his 

23 bones. By faith Mofes, 
when he was bom, was hid 
three months of his parents: 
becaufe they law he was a 
proper child ; and they 


it was by means of faith in God, and his 22. 
revelations, that Jofeph, when he was about 
to die (u), made mention of the departing 
of the children of Ifrael out of Egypt in time 
to come 3 and gave them a commandment to 
carry his bones with them, at the fame time, 
into Canaan (w). Through the faith which 2.3.. 
the parents of Mofes had in God, they took 
care of their child, when he was born, and 
hid him for three months, in order to pre- 
ferve his life, becaufe they faw he was a 
well-fornfd, perfect, and healthy child, that * 
was likely to live (#), and by means of their 

faith 


NOTES. 


worfRip, but would perform it in the beft manner he was able. This Ihews that his 
faith w as ftrong, when his body w r as weak ; and that (as he was at that time near his end) 
he perfevered in the faith. 

(«) Jofeph when he died. The word retell ay here ufed by the apoftle, only fignifics. 
that Jofeph was near death. In the lame fenfe the word <*7ro9v rented is ufed in the old Greek 
verfion of Gen. 1 . 24. (to which place the apoftle here refers) where we read, Jofepb 
faid uttTo his brethren , I die , i. e. / JhaJJ fhortly die, or, I am near death. Thus alfo the 
word uledby the apollle in the preceeding verle, where he lays, Jacob was 

a dying , or rather, near his end y when, he blefled the two Ions of Jofepk : For after this 
he lived a Tittle while, long enough to deliver a particular prophefy concerning every 
one of his Ions, whom he lent for to attend him, Gen. xlix. i,cVv. the calling of whom„ 
their coming together, ami his difeourfe to them, muft take up fomc time. In like man¬ 
ner, the things which Jofcph is here faid to have mentioned, were deliver’d by him in his 
iajl illnefs, when he was near death. 

(w) ‘ And gave commandment concerning his hones. This commandment is mentioned 
Gen. 1 . 25 . Jefrpb tock an oath of the children of Ifrael , faying , GOD will furely vifityct* y and 
yejhall carry up my bones from hi nee ; which was accordingly done, as we read, Exod. xiii. 19, 
Jofh. xxiv. 32. yefeph' s foretelling the deliverance of the Ifraelites out of Egypt above an 
hundred and forty years before it happen’d, was perhaps owing to what he had learnt from 
the revelation made to Abraham, Gcn.xv. 13 — 16. in which cafe here is a plain inftance of 
his faith in a divine revelation. Or, if it be fuppofed, that a revelation of this matter was 
made immediately to himfelf, he is, in this cafe allb, equally an inftance of believing in ic 
divine revelation. He farther ftiew'd the reality of his faith, by ordering his hones to be. 
carried into Canaan y when the Ifraelites fhould depart thither. This Ihews, that he fully, 
depended upon the divine revelation, and fo was a proper inftance for the apoftle to pro¬ 
duce in this place. 

(x) IHas hid three mentis of his parents , hecanfc they faw he was a proper child. By a proper t 
or, as if is in the Hebrew, a goodly child, is undoubtedly meant, a child that was not. 
maimed, or ficldy, but that look’d well , and likely to live. If the child had been weak,, 
and manifcftly near death, fuch extraordinary care might not have been taken of him* 
The defign of dfofes his parents in hiding him, was, that the Egyptians might nop kill him> 
at a time when Pharaoh order’d them to kill all the male children of the Ifraelites, Exod . 
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faith they were not afraid of king ‘Pharaoh, were not afraid of the king’s 

who commanded that all the male children MofcT’thelfhe wl come H 
of the Hebrews fhould be deftroy’d (jy). The to years, refufed to be call- 
faith which Mofes had in God, and in his 
promifes, engaged him, when he was grown 
up to be a man (z), to refute to be called, 

and 


NO f E S. 

i. 22. They would have kept him concealed longer if they could; but we may well 
fuppofe they were at length lb carefully watched, and their houfe order’d to be learch’d, 
that they law it neceflhry to remove him ; upon which they put him in a box made of 
bull-rullies, cover’d over with flime and pitch, to keep out the water, and laid him in abed 
of flags, by the brink of the river, Exod. ii. 3. thus committing him to the providence of 
God. It was owing to their faith and truft in God, as well as to their natural affeftion, 
that they thus concealed him ; becaufe the king had commanded all his fubjefts , whether 
Egyptians or Ifraelites , to kill the male children of the Hebrews as fall as they were born. 
And they continued to cxercife this faith, when they put him in the coffer or box of 
bull-rulhes, and laid him on the bank of the river; for it is plain they had no delign to 
kill the child, but only to conceal him till they could find an opportunity, if luch a one 
fhould offer, to take him up and preferve him. This is evident from his filter's remaining 
near the river, within fight of him, to fee what would become of him, Exod. ii. 4. And, 
no doubt, the providence of God over-ruled all thele matters lo, as that his life might be 
preferved. 

There is one Imall difference between the apoftle’s account of this matter, and the 
prelent Hebrew text of Exod. ii. 2. This Ipeaks only of his mother ; whereas the apoftle 
mentions loth the parents of Mofes as concerned in this tranla&ion. The Hebrew text 
fays, When flic faw him that he was a goodly child t Ihe hid him three months. The apoltle 
has it, He was hid by his parents three months , becaufe they faw that he was a proper child. It 
muft-be owned, that the Chaldee , Latin , Syriac , Arabic , and Samaritan veruons, and even 
the Samaritan text too, agree with the Hebrew \ yet the .apoftle is not alone in attribu¬ 
ting this to loth the parents: for the old Greek verfion of Genejis does the lame ; and per¬ 
haps the antient Hebrew copies did fo too. However this makes no confiderable difference, 
fince it is not to be queftioned, but that his father , as well as his mother, law him to be a 
likely child; and that his father confented to his being hid, if he did not direftly or¬ 
der it. 

(y) Zhey were not afraid of the king's commandment. By this expreflion it is plain the 
apoltle thought that Pharaoh commanded the Ifraelites to kill their own male children, as 
well as order’d the Hebrew midwives , and all the Egyptians to kill them, whenever itlhould 
be in their power. They were tempted to be afraid of the king’s commandment as a com¬ 
mandment deliver’d to themfehes. The apoltle was right in fuppofing this ; becaule, without 
all doubt, Pharaoh would have punilhed the parents of Mofes with death, if he had known 
they had faved the child alive, and had hid him in order to his prelervation. Their not 
obeying this command of killing their child, or, at lealt, of delivering him up to be 
kill’d, when their obedience would both have laved their own lives, and have gained 
them an intereft in the king’s favour, was plainly an effect of their faith in God, and of 
their fincerc regard to his will. 

(i) When he was come to years. St. Stephen , from an antient tradition of the J'ews, in¬ 
forms us, that Mofes was forty years old when he lefc the Egyptian court, and went to take 
his fate among the IfraeJites y Alls v ii. 23. At this age tlie apoftlc might well lay, he 
was come to years , or, was become great , as the expreflion in rhe Greek may be literally ren¬ 
der’d ; which is borrowed from the Greek verfion of Exod. ii. 11. 
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cd the fon of Pharaoh's 
15 daughter: choofing rather 
to (ufFer affliction with the 
people of God, than to en¬ 
joy the plealures of fin for 
a 6 a feafion ; efteeming the re¬ 
proach of Chrift greater 
riches than the trealures in 
17 Egypt: For he had rdpeCt 
unto the recompence of the 
reward. By faith he fbr- 
fook Egypt, not fearing the 
wrath of the king : for he 


and accounted, as he might have been, the 
fon of the king of Egypt's daughter (a) : 
choofing rather to fiiffer affii&ion with the 
Ifraelites (whom God had chofen to be his 
people in a peculiar manner, to worftiip him, 
to be under his efpecial prote&ion, and to 
receive the reward of eternal life) than to 
enjoy: the finful pleafures of a wicked and' 
idolatrous court, which, could, at moft, lafr 
no longer than his ftiort life • efteeming the 
reproach he fhould fuffer for his faith in a* 
Meffiah to come (ad) more valuable, and' 
more worthy to be chofen, than the trea- 
fures in Egypt , For he had relpeft to the- 
eternal reward of his fidelity, which, he 1 
knew, would abundantly recompenfe all the 1 
reproach and fufferings he could here endure 
for the fake of his confcience. Mofes was 
influenced by his faith in God, and in his 
promifes, to forfake Egypt , and not to fear 
the wrath of king "Pharaoh , tho' he could 
not but expeft that he would purfue, and 
leek to punifh him ( b ) : For he held on in 

the 





NOTES. 


( a ) Refufed to le called the fon of Pharaoh's daughter. The divine providence fo order’d 
matters, as that Pharaoh's daughter herfelf preferved the life of Mofes y when he was in the 
utmoft danger of death, and nourish'd up hint* who was to deliver the Ifraelites from her 
father’s tyranny. She, under the conduct of divine providence, appointed Mofes's own 
mother to be his nurle ; and had him provided for as her own ion, Exod.it. 5—10. When 
he was wean’d, and taken from his nurie, Pharaoh's daughter took him home, and edu¬ 
cated him as her own child. But when Mofes was forty years old, he left her, and join’d 
himielf to his brethren the children of Ifracl , ler. 11, 12,1 3. By this conduit he 
plainly declared, that he refufed any longer to be called, and accounted, the ion of the 
princefi. 

{aa) Vhe reproach of Or,-ft. This fignifies reproach fuffer’d/or the fake of Chrift , as, the 
marks ft the Lord ftefus-y are the marks of the ftripes that were born for the fake eft Jefus, 
Gat. vi. 17. »See alio Philip, iii. 10. Colojf.i. 24. 2 Cor. i. 5. and Mr. Locke and Mr. Peirce 
on thefe places. 

( h) Not fearing tie wrath of the king. The hiftory here refer’d to by the apoftlc is 
that of the Ifraelites going out of Egypt under the conduct of Mofes ; at which time it is 
evident Mofes had flrong faith } and, no fear, tho* the Ifraelites thought there was great 

caufc, 
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the exercife of this courage, becaufe he as 
really believed the being and attributes of 
the invijible God, as if he had feen him with 
his eyes; and fully depended upon his con¬ 
duct and affiftance. It was by means of the 
lame faith that Mofes obferved the feaft of 


cnaurea as ieeing. 

isinvifible. Through faith 28 
he kept the paflover, and 
the fprinkling of blood, left 
he that deftroy’d the firft- 
born, fhould touch them. 

By faith they patted thro’ 29 
the Red Sea as by dry land : 


the paflover in Egypt, and conformed to the 
divine order of fprinkling the blood of the 
pafchal lamb on the door-pofts of the If¬ 
raelites , that their children might be pre- 
ferved when the angel deftroy’d the firft-born 
of the Egyptians (cj. It was by means of 
faith in God's power and promiles, that the 
Ifraelites palled through the Red Sea, as on 
dry land, while the waters flood in heaps on 
each fide of them (d ): whereas the unbe¬ 
lieving 


NOTES. 

caufe for fear. For when lie faw the fea before them, and Pharaoh with his army come 
out to purfue them, and could not but be fenfible that the king was full of wrath and 
revenge, he was ftill undaunted, and trufted that God would deliver his people ; where¬ 
fore he admonifhed them to layafide their fears, faying. Fear ye not, Jland fill, and fee the 
falvation of the Lord, 'which he •will Jbew you to day : for the Egyptians •whom ye have feen to 
day, ye Jhall fee them again no more for ever ; the Lord will fight for you, Exod. xiv. 13, 14* 

. (c) through faith he kept the pajfover, &c. The particulars here refer’d to by the apoftle 
are mentioned, Exod. xii. 12,13,21,22,23. The faith which Mofes exercifed upon this 
occafion, was a faith in God’s promife, that the blood of the pafchal lamb fprinkled on the 
door-pofts, would, as a term, or condition, fave the Ifraelitijb children alive ; and a faith 
in the divine threatnmg, that in the fame night all the firfl-bortt of the Egyptians Ihould die- 
His faith influenced him to obey the divine orders. 

(<0 *Thcy paged thro* the Red fea, as by dry land. That there was a miracle wrought at this 
time is beyond all queftion. For even if the event of the fea’s dividing had been as much 
owing to a natural caufe, as the tide , an erlipfe , or the return of a comet ; ftill the predicting 
the divifion of the fea at that particular time, was beyond the power of man. It is plain 
fait , neither the Ifraelites, nor the Egyptians , could predict it of themfelves, becaufe nei¬ 
ther of them at that time had the feaft apprehenfion or expectation of any fuch thing. 
The Egyptians took it for granted, that the Ifraelites were bounded by the fea, and fo would 
be certainly overtaken : And the Ifraelites , by their anxiety and fears , when Pharaoh pur- 
fued them, fufticiently declared that they had no knowledge of the fea’s dividing upon 
any occafion. Y ttMofes predicted the event, and it fell out exactly as he foretold it, 
Exod. xiv. 13,16,17. 

Concerning the miracle of the fea’s dividing, it muft be obferved, that at the place 
where the Ifraelites pafled the Red Sea, they went over as on dryland ; that both juft before, 
and juft after, the time of their pattage, the water in that fame place was deep enough to 
drown a large' army of men, horfes, and chariots; and that the time of its continuing 
4 ry was not of any very long duration. It was night before the fea began to divide, ver. 20. 
’ ■ ■' And 
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And then it isfaid, ver. 21. The Lord caufed the fea to go back by a prong tap windy all that 
nighty and made the fea dry land, and the waters were divided. In the morning watch (the 
fourth watch of the night, which began at break of day) the fea overflowed the Egyptians , 
wr. 24. Thefe things put together, fufliciently fhew, that the miracle did not conftft 
merely in Mofes his predicting the event; but that the lea was divided by a miracle too. 

LeClerc , who freely owns fome miracle in the cafe, fets himfelf however to account 
for all the circumftanccs of the dividing the fea by means of the prong wind (miraculoufly 
raifed at this time) juft now mentioned, ver. 21. which he thinks help’d to carry off the 
waters toward the Indian Sea y when the tide was going out, and prevented their returning 
at the time when the tide fhould regularly have flowed again; during which time he fop- 
poles the Ifraelites pafled through the channel. The learned author was fenfible this 
account would not folve the matter, if the Hebrew word CDHp fignifies an eap wind, 
v. zi. as our tranflators have render’d it; fince the Red Sea lies north and louth : For an eap 
wind would not then drive the waters to the fouth end of the Red Sea , where it falls into 
the Indian ocean. He would therefore endeavour to nerfoade us, that the Hebrew word does 
not denote the point from which the wind comes, but in general, any prong , or violent 
windy and particularly in this place, a ftrong north wind. But this is very arbitrary: For 
it cannot be denied that the word generally fignifics the eap. And which is more ; when 
the four cardinal points of the world are mentioned together, CDHp unqueftionably fig- 
nifies the ^aft, as Ex$d. xxvii. 9, 11,12,13. where the point called CDHp is not only di- 
ftinguiihed from the fouth , norths and wep t but is alfo exprell'ed by another word, nmTD 
which never Signifies any thing elfe. See alfo Exod.x. 13,19 where OHp is oppofed 
to the wefr wind. And in Ezekiel all the four winds are exprefly named together, chap . 
xlii. 16, 17,18, i9- where the eap wind, as diftinguifhed from the north , the fouthy and the 
wepy is called CDHp. When the meaning of the word is thus certainly fixed (not by 
the authority of modern writers of Lexicons , to which no good critic will truft, but) by 
the original authors themfelves, who have ufed it, there does not feem to be any poflibi- 
lity of difpuring the fenfe of it. To fuppofe, after this, that the fame word which fig- 
nifies the eap wind as dpinguiPied from the other three, fliould fometimes fignify a prong 
wind in general, or a north wind in particular, is fomething very unnatural. The ola 
Greek tranflators of the Bible have indeed fometimes render’d this word as fignifying the 
fouth wind, but without any manner of reafon, nay, contrary to the plain meaning or the 
word fixed, as we have feen, by the facied writers themfelves. It muft then be deter¬ 
mined, that the wind which caufed the fea to go back, was an eafr wind. 

To this Le Clerc objects, that when the Ifraelites went over the Red Sea , they walked 
from wef to eap , and confequently the wind was in their faces; and chat if it had been a 
prong eaft wind, they could not have born up, and marched againft it. For anfwer 
whereto, it may be obferved, that the ftrong eaft wind feems to have blown only till 
the time of the Ifraelites entering the fea. The wind, we may fuppofe, as it were rais’d 
the water on both fides, and made a path in the middle, and then ceafed. There is no 
manner of occafion to foppofe, that it was needful the wind fliould continue blowing in 
order to fopport the waters ; fince the wind was no otherwife the caufe of their being fop- 
ported, than the rod of Mofes was the caufe of their being rais’d, and of their returning, 
Exod.xiv. 21, 27. In like manner, the bringing of the locips to be a plague on the Egyptians 
is attributed to the eap wind, Exod. x. 1 3. and their being carried away to a ltrong 
wep wind, ver. 19. And the bringing of the quails into the camp of the Ifraelites is alfo 
attributed to the wtnd y Numb.x i. 31. T’here went forth a wind from the Lordy and brought 
quails from the fea y i. e. from the Indian Sea , which lay to the fbuth-eaft of Kibreth hattaa- 
vahy where the Ifraelites then were. On which account thePfalmift, fpeaking of the fame 
thing, mentions both an eap and a fouth wind, Pfal. lxxviii. 26. He caufed an eaft wind to 
blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the fouth wind ; i. e. he caufed a foutb-eaf 
wind. But no one folpetts that the wind was the caufe of thefe events, in any other way 
than as Mofes his rod was the caufe of the miracles in Egypt , and of the dividing and re- 

G turning 
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turning of the Red Sea. Nor is it reafonable then to luppofe that the eaft wind did in any 
other lenle divide the lea. 

There is no realon to imagine, that the water of the Red Sea was kept back by the na¬ 
tural force of the wind, fince much flronger winds than the eaft wind ules to be, were 
never known to produce fuch an effedt in any place, or in any age of the world. The 
natural force of the wind is fufficient to incrcale orlelTen a tide, infomedegree, but not to 
make a channel dry. There mull then have been at this time a very extraordinary power 
of Gon attending the wind (as it attended the motions of the rod of Mofts) or elfe the 
waters would not have flood on an heap to have made way for the IfraeHtes to pals. When 
the IfraeHtes, after this, palled over Jordan , there is no mention, in the hiftory, made of 
any wind that Ihould feem to be the occafion of the waters of that river (landing up as an 
heap. There is then no reafon to think, that the natural force of the wind was fuffi- 
cient of itfelf to divide the Red Sea. And fo the eaft wind might at that time blow no 
flronger than that the IfraeHtes might commodioufly march againft it. Or elfe we may 
fuppoie, as I (aid, that it Ccaled to blow while they were walking through the channel. 

Let it not be here objefted, that it is laid, GOD caufed the fea to go back by a ftrong 
eaft •wind all that night , Exod. xiv, 21. For this does pot imply that the wind continued 
blowing till all the IfraeHtes were palled over the channel, as will appear from viewing the 
whole verle ; And Mofts ftretched out his hand over the fea y and the Lord caufed the fea to,go back by 
a ftrong eaft wind all that nighty and made ,the fea dry landy and the waters were divided. This 
text only fignifies, that Mofts ftretched out his hand, and that the wind blew, till the lea 
was made dry land, and till the waters were divided. But when the waters were actually 
divided, and the lea actually become dry landy there is no realon to think that the wina 
continued to blow, or that Mofes continued to ftretch out his hand. And yet it might 
well enough be laid to blow all nighty becaule it might blow for nine hours, from lun-let 
to almoft break of day, and yet leave time enough, after it ceafed, for the IfraeHtes to 
pals the lea before the next fun-riling, about which time the Egyptians were drowned, 
ver. 27. toward the latter end, I fuppoie of the morning watchy ver. 24. The time of the 
IfraeHtes palling through the channel would not be very long. The number of people 
that went over were ftx hundred thoufand men y beftdes children , and a mix'd multitude , 
Exod. xii. 37,38. Let us fuppoie them all to have been a million (for the children that 
were carried in mens arms need not be confider’d in this computation) and the breadth 
of the channel but two miles. Allowing then each man, one with another, to take up two 
feet from his breaft to his back, 52So men might (land in file in the channel at once, and 
then there would be no more in rank than ipo, allowing each man three feet from fide to 
fide ; in which cale one rank would reach no farther than to the one tenth part of a mile. 
But a file of 52S0 men could march thole two miles in the lame time as one man could 
march that length twice. For when the firft man of the file had pafied the whole way, 
and was come to the yonder Ihore, the laft man in the file would be at the hither fhore, 
and jwould walk over in a fpace of time equal to that wherein the firft man had done it. 
So that if one man could have march’d the whole way in one hour, the whole file, and con¬ 
sequently all the million, could have palled over in two hours, and the lea have been 
divided in length no farther than the one tenth of a mile. But if the lea was divided (as 
Le Clerc allows) for a larger Ipace, fuppoie a whole mile, then a ra?,k of the IfraeHtes 
would have conliftcdof 1760 men ; and conlequcntly a file would have contained no more 
than 568. In which cale one file would have taken up little more than the fourth part of 
a ,mile, or an eighth part of th^ whole way ; lo that a whole file would have palled it 
almoft as loon as one man could have done, ir, i.e.< ftridtly Ipeaking, as loon as one man 
could walk two miles, and a little above a quarter, which would be confiderably lefs than 
two hours. 

Le Clerc fuppolcs, that the waters of the (ea were railed in a heap only.on one fide, on the 
light hand of the Jfraelitesy where the tide (he thinks) was kept back by a north wind; 
while on their left hand, according to him, there, was no more water than what happen'd 

to lie in pits, and the deeper places of an uneven channel. But the text leems very plainly 

to 
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winch the Egyptians afi- keying Egyptians* who attempted to do the 
faying to do, were drown - ^ 0 ^ 7 -» t 1 r c 

cd. By faith the walls of lame, were drowned by the return or the wa¬ 
ters to their place. It was upon the account 30. 
/ ' of 
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to deferibe the waters as ftanding up like a wall on both pdes y Exod. xiv. 22. - ^The waters 

were a wall unto them , on their right bandy and on their left; which in the fong of dlofes is 
thus deferibed, ‘The floods flood upright as an heap, and the depths were congeal'd in the heart 
of the fea y xv.S. Le Clerc is hard put to it to account for the expreflion of the lea's being 
a wall both on the right and left hand. That it was fo on the right hand he does not <Jil— 
pute. Its being lo on the lejt he thinks means no more than this, viz. That there was 
ftanding water in the pits on the left hand, which could not flow away by realon .of the 
fituation. To fliew that this might, be all the meaning, he refers us to Nahum iii. 8. as a 
parallel place, where the prophet lays, that the lea was the wall of the city Noatomony in 
Egypt. This city lay between the Nile and the Red Seay which the prophet,- by a very ealy 
figure, reprelents as the walls of it; becaule they defended the city as lecurely as a wall 
could do, and hinder’d neighbouring nations from invading them; inafmuch as the river 
was large and full, and the lea unpayable. But fuppofing there were pits in the bottom 
of the Red Sea y they could not be compared to a wall, unlels they were lb deep , lo large, 
and fo fituated with relpett to one another, as to have made it impoflible for the Egyptians 
to have come in upon the Ifraelites on that fide. It muft be added, that fince, as Le Clerc 
allows, there is a ftrong tide , and a deep fand in the Red Sea t it is very unlikely there 
fliould be any luch deep and large pits in the bottom of it, as he needs; fince the tide 
ulually makes the land fmooth. When therefore Mofes deferibes the water as a wall on the 
right and lefty he certainly means, that the appearance of the water was the fame on both 
fides, and on both flood up miraculoufly as a heap. 

This may be farther confirm’d by comparing the dclcription of this divifion of the 
waters of the Red Sea with the divifion of the waters of Jordan y mentioned fojb. iii. 16. 

It is not at all laid, or implied, that the waters of Jordan were a wall to the Ifraelites on 
each fide ; but it is laid, that the waters which come down from above , i e. from the lource 
of the river, food and rofe up upon a beap y while thofe that went down toward the fea fail'd 
and were cut off y and run away into the lea according to their natural courle. By this 
means the Ifraelites pafl'age might foon have been as wide as was the length of the river 
from the mouth of it to the place where the waters flood up as a heap. On their left 
hand then toward the fea, there was nothing that anfwered the end of a wall y or that 
could have hinder’d an enemy from attacking them on that fide, if an enemy had then 
purlued them. This leems to be the true realon of the difference between the two cafes. 
When the Ifraelites went over Jordan y nc enemy was near, and lo they were not at all en¬ 
danger’d by having a long part of the channel made dry on their left hand : whereas 
when the Ifraelites palled through the Red Sea y they wer ocloflly p:trfued by the Egyptians ; 
fo that if there had been none, or very little water on their left hand, the Egyptians 
might have attacked them both behind, and on the left hand at once. To prevent any 
thing of this nature, it leems likely the lea was railed on both fides. Befidcs that hereby 
the deftrudtion of the Egyptians was the more eafily and lecurely effe£tcd, by the oppofite 
floods of water falling in upon them at once. If the Egyptians are fuppoied to have been 
half a nile behind the Ifraelites at the time when the hindmoftof the Ifraelites reached the 
eaftern fliore of the Red Sea y the hindmoft of the Egyptians might have been gotten half a 
mile within the weflern fhore, and lb the whole army lying in the midp of the channel 
might eafily be drowned by a pretty fudden returning of the waters to tneir former ftate. 

I fliall only add, that it is as ealy to conceive how Almighty God fliould thus divide 
the waters, as how he fliould make the waters at firft, and caule the tides. 
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of the faith which JoJhua and other ftous 
Jfraelites had in the divine promife, that the 
walls of Jericho miraculoufly fell down, af¬ 
ter they had march’d round the city, every 
day for feven days together, according to 
God’s order ( e ). It was upon the account 
of the faith which Rahab the harlot had in 
the God of Ij'rael , and in his promifes, that 
Ihe was not deftroy'd with the other inha¬ 
bitants of Jericho , who believed not; when 
Ihe received and peaceably entertain'd in her 
houfe the men whom JoJhua had fent to fpy 
the city ( f ). And what inftances of faith 

fhall 


Jericho fell down, after 
they were com pa (Ted about 
feven days. By faith the 3.1 
harlot Rahab perifhed not 
with them that believed 
not, when (he had receiv’d 
the fpies with peace. And 31 
what fhall I more fay ? 



NOTES. 

( e ) By faith the walls of Jericho fell down y &c. The hiftory of this faCt is recorded, 
Jojb. vi. where we are told, that every day, for the firft fix days, the Ifraelites with the 
ark, and the priefts, and trumpets, marched round the city once \ and that on the feventh 
day they marched round it feven times in the fame manner: only at their laft time of 
marching round it, when the priefts blew the trumpets, the people fhouted with a great 
fhout; whereupon the wall immediately fell down flat to the ground. Here was evidently 
a miracle. Neither the found of the trumpets, or the fhouting of the people, could have 
thrown down the wall by a natural power. It has been laid, I know, that as a man’s voice 
founding the lame note as a glafs, will make the glafs anfwer, and even break it in pieces; 
fb the found that was made at the taking of Jericho hit the tone of the wall, and by that 
means threw it down. But a man muft have a ftrong imagination before he can believe 
that the found of a trumpet, or the fhout of an army, is unifon to the found of a wall 
made of ftonc, or of earth. The truth is, neither tne found of the trumpets, nor the 
fhout of the people, was the caufe of the fall of the walls of Jericho ; but, at the time of 
their fhouting, Gop, by his invifible and almighty power, caufed the walls to fall. The 
fhouting in this cafe was of rhe fame influence as the blowing of the eaft wind at the time 
of the dividing of the Red Sea ; neither was the caufe of a miracle, but each fignified the time 
when the miracle fhould be wrought. 

The faith which the apoftle here commends, was the faith not only of JoJhua , but alfo 
of all the pious priefts, and of all the religious people. They believed God, that if they 
did according to his directions, march round Jericho for feven days together, blow the 
trumpets and fhouc, the walls of it would hereupon fall to the ground. This their faith 
was perfectly rational becaulc the promifo of the miracle was made by God, to whole 
infinite power, and not to the probability of rhe means, they were to look for the ac- 
complifhment ot it. 

(/ ) By faith the harlot Rahab , &c. The apoftle took this character of Rahab y tha't fhe 
was a harlot , from JoJhua y who often ftiles her fo, Chap. ii. 1. vi. 17,22,25. Some com¬ 
mentators indeed, noth JewiJJj and Chriftian, would fain perfliade us that JoJhua did not 
intend to call her by lo ill a name, but only meant, by the Hebrew word H 51 T that foe 
kept an inn. But this is eafily confuted, by obferving, that the Hebrew word never once 
bears this mild fignification in all the Old Teftament, but always fignifics either a whore , 

or 
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or an idolater that went a whoring from the God of Ifrael. The apoftle therefore was un¬ 
doubtedly right in giving her this character. How Ion" fhe liv’d this fcandalous life we can¬ 
not fay; but it feems unqueftionable, that after the fpies had been with her, and fhe was 
brought to believe in the God of Ifrael, fhe reform’d her life. She went and dwelt among 
the Ijraelites, and was married to Salmon the Ion of Naajfon , the prince cf the tribe of 
Judah, Numb. ii. 5. Mattb. i. 5. And Salmon begat Booz. of Racbab , or, as her name is 
otherwite fpelt, Rahab. That flic was cotemporary with Salmon , and was capable of being 
married to him, is very plain. Salmons father Naajfon was with Mofes in the wildernefs. 
Numb . i. 7. ii. 5. vii. 12. In the wildernefs he died, as he was one of that generation that 
was to die there, Numb. xxvi. 64, 65. iSWwowthen muft, at the lateft, be born before the 
Jfraelites left the wildernefs. On the other hand, Salmon muft have been under twenty 
when the Ifraelites*C&Tnz out of Egypt ; elfe he had died in the wildernefs as well as his 
father, according to the threatning, Numb, xxxii. 11,12. But if he was born about that 
time, he was forty years of age at the time of taking Jericho, and fo was capable of ta¬ 
king a wife. And when fhe was married to fo great a man, we need not queftion, but 
that fhe was reformed, and adted according to her faith ; fince otherwite jojhua would 
not have permitted him to take her. 

The apoftle may be the rather thought to take notice of her having been a harlot , in 
his cpiftle to the Hebrew Chriftians, that he might hereby the better perfuade them to 
believe that God is now ready to receive the Gentiles into his kingdom on their repen¬ 
tance. The general character of the Gentiles was, that they were addifted to fornication 
and all uncleannefs, Rom. i. 24, 26,27. Epbef.iv. 17,19. luheffi.iv. 5. On this account 
the Hebrew Chriftians might be inclined to think, that thete Jinners of the.Gentiles fhould 
not be admitted into the lame church with them who were Jews by nature. But by this 
example of Rahab , the apoftle proves from the Old Teftament, that faith {viz. fuch a 
faith as is attended with reformation and good works, defcribed ver 1.) had availed to the 
juftification of a penitent harlot , and conlequently would now avail to the juftification of 
the reformed Gentiles. 

faith was, that Jehovah the God of Ifrael, is G 0 D in heaven above, and in 
earth beneath, the one fupreme God ; that he had dried up the water of the Red Sea for the 
Ifraelites, when they came out of Egypt , and that he had given them the land of Canaan,. 
J<fb. ii. 9, io, 11. In confequence of this ihe could not but believe in the law of Mofes. 
Whereas the reft of the people of Jericho believed not thefe things: as appears from the 
fppofition they made to the Ifraelites , and from their attempting to keep the city from fal¬ 
ling into their hands: which they would not have done, if they had truly believed, thar 
the God of the Ifraelites was the only true God, and that he had given the land to his 
people. 

When the apoftle commends Rahab for receiving the (pies with peace, lie takes care not 
to fay one word in favour of the lye flie told in order to their pretervation, after ihe had 
received them. She did well to receive them into her houte in a peaceable and friendly 
manner, and would have adted an ill part to have gone and diteover’d them in order to- 
their being punifh'd as (pies by the king of Jericho. But the apoftle does not commend 
the method fhe afterward took to conceal them. 

On this occafion, I beg leave to fpeak one word about what men call, officious lies , bc- 
caute I fear, there have been great and dangerous miftakes about them. Men have de¬ 
ceived themtelves by thinking, that there can in nature be fuch a lye, as fhall upon the 
whole, and all the contequcnces confidcr’d, do more good than hurt. But this is im- 
poflible. The lye that was told by Rahab, and others of the like kind, have made men 
cautious nor to truft one another in any parallel circumftances; and io have undone that 
very good, which was intended to be done by them. Others cannot be conceal’d by 
the like ftrataeems again. Befides, nothing can be lawful for me, which is not lawful 
alfo for all others in all like cafes. But the confequence of allowing every man, and of 
every man’s allowing himtelf, the liberty of fpeaking what is falfe, whenever he thinks 
he can, upon the whole do more good tnan hurt thereby will be this, that no one will 
be able to believe any other in any thing he fays; fince there will be always a fufpicion, 

that 
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fhall I farther add? For the time would For the time would fail me 
fail me, if I fliould fet myfelf to men- t0 tel1 ot ' Gideon > and * 
tion all the particulars, fuch as Gideon (g) y 

and 
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that the pcrfon, who fpcaks,has (bme private intereft to advance, by (peaking an untruth, 
and will be byals’d by his own intereft to imagine, it will not do a greater prejudice to 
another : and then commerce, lbciety, and mutual truft and afiiftance muft have an end. 

(^) Gideon , Gideon s faith was ftiew’d, when he believed and obey’d the divine com¬ 
mand revealed to himfelf, which order’d him to throw down the altar of Baal y and to cut 
down the grove that was by it y Judg. vi. 25, 26, 27. His faith was again proved to be real, and 
very ftrong, when he was lent with no more than 300 men to fight the army of the Mi- 
diamtesy which confided of 135,000, Judg. viii. 10. yet notwithftanding this vaft difad- 
van tage of 450 to one, and the impoffibility of fucceeding in a natural way, Gideon at God’s 
command ventur’d to attack that vaft army, depending upon his almighty power to fulfil 
the promife of victory, which was made him, Judg. vi. 14. vii. 7. 

It muft be farther oblerved concerning Gideon in particular, and all the other believers 
named in this chapter, that the apoftle declares, they are heirs of eternal falvation y v. 39, 
40. All tbefe(fdys he) having obtain'd a good report through faith , received not the prorttife : 
GOD having provided fome better things for us y that they without us Jhould not be made perfeH z 
which implies that they, are now in fact made perfect with us. So that the apoltle has 
made it neceflary for us to vindicate the moral character of every believer he has named, 
fo far as to fhew that he was capable of falvation. 

It has been thought difficult Dy fome to reconcile this with what we read in the Old 
Teftament concerning Gideon y Judg. viii. 27. And Gideon made an ephod thereof (the /polls 
of the Midianites ) and put it in his city , even Ophrah y and ail Ifrael went thither a whoring af¬ 
ter it \ which thing became a (hare unto Gideon y and to his houft. From hence fome nave 
liaftily concluded, that Gideon himfelf fell into this fin of idolatry, long after the time of 
his miraculous vidtory; and conlequently that it cannot be (uppofed he died a good man. 
Their miftake lay here: they imagin’d the (acred writer meant, the ephod became a fnare 
to draw Gideon into the jin of idolatry , whereas there is not the leaft foundation for fuch 
a (uppofition. For, as it happens, the Hebrew word here render'd, and rightly render’d 
a fnart ?, cannot be proved in any one place of all the Old Teftament to ngnify fuch a 
fiiare as drew men into the commiftion of Jin ; but in moft places, at leaft, it unqueftion- 
ably fignifies a fnare y that drew men into inconveniences , punifbment y and mifery. And it 
is particularly u(ed in many places to fignify, that mens committing idolatry proved a fnare 
to draw them into a ftate of punijbment \ as Deut. vii. 16. tfhou Jhalt not ferve their gods: for 
that will be a fnare unto thee : i. e. thy idolatry will lead thee into mifery. Exod. xxiii. 35. 
Pfal. cvi. 3 6 . I11 other places other fins are represented as a fnare , becaule they al(o bring 

men into a ftate of difirefs and woe y as Pfal. lxix. 22. Prov. xii. 13. xviii. 7. xxix. 6, 25. 
In another place, Pharaoh's fervants are reprefented as faying, that Mofes was, and ftill 
would be, a fnare to the Egyptians , Exod. x. 7. by which they plainly meant (not that 
Mofes would lead them into fin y but) that he had already by (omc miracles brought them 
into mifery y and would, if he were fuffer’d to go on, yet bring them into more. And 
even the Son of God isfpoken of by the prophet as a fnare to the Jews y Ifai. viii. 14. Pit 

fhall be - -for a fiiare to the inhabitants of Jerufalem : by which is only meant, that the 

Mefiiah would, in fa< 5 t, innocently prove an occafion of their falling into mifiry y in as 
much as they would not receive, and believe in him. Anfwcrably, when it is faid, that 
Gedeons letting up the golden ephod became a fnare to him y the plain meaning is ( not thar 
it led him into any fin y but) meerly, that it proved, without his intention, an occafion of 
affiittion and mifery to him, and to his houfe. The particular ajf!ittion y that it brought 

upon 
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upon him, teems to have been this, that whereas immediately after his delivering the If~ 
raelites out of the hands of Midian y they defired him and his pofterity to rule over them, 
J^udg. viii. 22. and were by his influence and authority, during his life-time, kept from 
idolatry : they after his death, went a whoring after Baalim , and made Baal-Berith their 
God: whereupon they naturally difregarded the memory and family of the fervant of the 
true God, and Jbewed no kindnefs to bis hen ft , and would not fufter his pofterity to have the 
government, v. 33, 35. But as during his life he reftrain’d them from this idolatry, and 
was always zealous againft it, from the time that he threw down the altar of Baal to 
the end of his days: it cannot be reafonably fuppoted, that he gave any manner of in- 
couragement, cither by example, or connivance, to the worftiip of the golden ephod. 
And there is no realbn to doubt, but that his only end in making and hanging up this 
ephod was, that it might be a Handing trophy or memorial of the fignal vittory y which God 
granted him over the Midianites y out of whole lpoils this ephod was made. 

(fc) Barak. Barak's faith was manifefted by depending on the revelation which Deborah 
received from God, alluring him of victory over c fabin's army, fudg. iv. 4, 7, 14. and 
by actually attacking with io,oco men the vajl army of Jabin y which he could not well 
have expeCted to conquer without a miracle, v. io, 13. 

(/) Samfon. Samfon' s faith was manifefted, when the fpirit of the Lord came upon him y and 
be went down to Ajhkelon y andjlew thirty men of the PbiliftintSy which it cannot be thought 
he would have attempted to do, unlete he had believed God, that they fhould be deliver’d 
into his hands, fudg. xiv. 19. He often difeover’d what divines ute to call a faith of mi - 
racleif when he believed that he fhould be inabled to work a miracle, and thereupon tet 
about it. It may not be amifs to add, that there is not the leaft improbability in the his¬ 
tory of Samfon s t ran la (ft ions, fince it is not pretended that he did his extraordinary 
works by a common human power, but by the miraculous power of GO D y to whom thole 
works were infinitely eafy. No objections can be made to thete miracles wrought by 
Samfon y but what will equally hold againft all miracles whatfoever: againft which there 
really lies no objections at all, provided God be allow’d to be ftrongerthan men. 

It is farther necelTary here to confider Samfon s moral character, fince the apoftle rec¬ 
kons him to be one of thote who have obptin'd falvation t whereas lome can hardly think, 
he was at the laft qualified to be made partaker of it. It muft indeed be own’d, that he 
had very great defcCts and blemifhes: but it cannot be proved, that he did not repent of 
them before his death. And we have no reafon to doubt, but that the apoftle had fuffici- 
ent evidence of his repentance communicated to him either by tradition, or by infpira- 
tion. The principal thing laid to Samfon's charge is, that he kill'd himfelfy knowing he 
fhould do lb, when he pull’d down Dagons houte upon the Philifines. But if all cir- 
cumftanccs of the cate are confider’d, there is not the leaft appearance of a crime in this.. 
Indeed felf murder is a damning fin, and abfblutely inctnftflent with lalvation.. And in this 
unhappy age, wherein this moft fhocking and unpardonable fin is grown monftroufly com¬ 
mon, I cannot but think it fit to add, that no man fhould mention the fin, when com¬ 
mitted by another, with the leaft degree of levity , but fhould fpeak and hear of it with 
the utmoft ferioufnefs and horror : and in order the more effectually to reftrain ourtelves 
from it, w e fhould rejeCt the firJl thought of it with all poffible fpeed and deteftation ; and 
fhould maintain in our minds an infinitely greater dread of it, than of being throsvn 
among ten thouiand terpents, or of being tortur'd in the very worft, and moft tedious 
manner that ever the cunning and malicious devil directed his chief tervants the pertecu- 
tors to torment the tervants of God. If Samfon had been guilty of the fin of flj'~murder y 
it would have been impofliblc to vindicate the apoftle in pairing of him as an heir of 

falvation. 
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fiulvarion. But in what Samfon did, at the time of his death, he was guilty of no fin at 
all. T he jinfulnefs of felf-murder lies in mens putting an end to their lives, without re¬ 
ceiving any warrant or command from God to do lb. But Samfon had authority from 
God for what he did: and God had an unqueftionable authority to command him to do 
it. This may be illuftrated by the cafe of our blelled Saviour. His enemies could not 
have taken away his life without his free content, as appears from Luke iv. 28, 29, 30, 
7 oh. x. 39. xviii. 6 . Matth. xxvi. 58. Since then Chrift had it in his power to have 
laved his life, if he would ; his yielding up himfelf to die would have been telf-murder, 
in cale he had not received from God, the lovereign Lord of life and death, a commif- 
fion to lay down his life. Accordingly we find, that Chrift himtelf pleaded this very 
thing as that which alone made it lawful for him to confent , that his enemies fliould take 
away his life, and to permit them to do it, Job. x. 18. No man taketh my life from me ; but 
I lay it down of myfelf: I have authority to lay it down y and I have authority to take it 
again. 7 %is commandment have I received of my father . This authority and command re¬ 
ceived from Gon made it lawful and fit for him to lay down his life, or to allow men to 
take it away: which, without that command and authority, would have been the fin of 
felf-murder. In like manner, when Samfon gave up his own life at the time he kill’d the 
Philijlimsy he was not guilty of any fin, becaule he had received authority and commijjion 
from Gon to give up his life on this occafion. That he really had fuch a divine commiffton 
is very evident: becaule he at that time perform’d a miracle, which no man could do 
unlels God were with him . He pray’d for a miraculous power to throw down Dagon’s 
temple. In anlwer to his prayer God gave him this miraculous power: which demon- 
ftrates that God was with him y and fully approved of the method in which he law Samfon 
would imploy this extraordinary power. Many a commanding officer in an army has 
pufh'd on towards his own certain death, and yet no one has thought him guilty of lelf- 
murder: becaule they have well confider’d, that his country’s caule was a lufficient war - 
rant for his venturing or calling away his life, when he had realon to hope, that they, 
who follow’d him, would gain the viftory, and prelerve or recover the liberties of their 
country. When a martyr dies for religion, he is by all the world excufed from the im¬ 
putation of lelf-murder, becaule God has given him a command rather to die than to for- 
lake the truth. If then thefe commands of the law of nature, and of the Golpel arc (as they 
moft juftly are) allow’d to Warrant a man ro lay down his life for the lake of truth, or 
of his country : lurely Samfon cannot be blamed, who did not lay down his life, till it 
was necelfary for the recovering the civil and religious liberties of his brethren the If- 
raelites to do lb ; and till he had received from God a miraculous power, and a commiffton 
to ufe it, whereby he might deftroy a great number of the enemies of his country, it he 
would give up his own life at the lame time. 

( k ) yephthae. Befides this captain’s faith in the being of God, and in his providence 
with regard to the children of Ifrael in times paft, Judg. xi. 11,15, &Y. he alio particu¬ 
larly hoped before hand, that God would give him the victory over the children of 
Ammon 9 v. 30, 31. 

But at the lame time, it mull be own'd, his character is far from being perfeft. His 
rafb voWj and his deliberate fulfilling it, were very enormous crimes. His vow is thus ex- 
prels'd by our tranflators, If thou Jbalt deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands 9 then 
itjballbe, that whatfoever cometh forth of the doors of my houfe to meet j we, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon , Jball furely he the Lordfs % and I will offer it up for a burnt- 
offering. The occafion ot the vow lufficiently demonftrates, that he now relblved to la- 
crifice lb great and valuable a thing, as would be anfwerable to the greatnefi of the blel- 
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fing, which he now fought from God. On fuch great occafions men did not ufe to tow, 
that they would facrifice one Jingle lamb. This would not teftify a fuflicient gratitude for 
a great deliverance. They would rather vow, with Jacob, to give the tenth of all their 
fubftance to God, or to offer a hecatomb. It would have been trifling and ludicrous for 
Jepbthae to have vow’d to facrifice the firff animal he fhould meet, whether flieep, or 
lwine, or cat, or dog. It is neceflary then to fuppofe, that Jephtbac's defign in this vow 
regarded no other than human lacrinces. His intention douDtlefs was to fay, as the He¬ 
brew fignifies, and as it is render’d in the Greek and Latin verfions, wbofoever, or whatfb- 
ever perfon, that belongs to my family (whether old or young, whether a (lave, or a child, 
how ufeful, or how dear foever to me) Jbatl firjl come out of the doors of my houfe to meet 
me , when I return in peace, fhall be facrificed to God as a thank-oflering. Accordingly, 
when his daughter came out to meet him upon his return, he determin’d to make her a 
facrifice, and afterward did with her according to his vow. 

Some few learned men of late years have entertain’d a very different opinion of the 
meaning and execution of aphthae's vow. They apprehend, his vow was intended dif- 
jun£tively, thus, Ft Jball furely be the Lord’s {I e. devoted to his fcrvicc, if not fit fora 
burnt-offering) or (elfe, if it be a thing fit to be facrificed) I will offer it up for a burnt - 
offering. But can thefe interpreters think he could mean, If it be not fit for a burnt-offering , 
it jball be devoted to the fervice of GO D* If a fwine , or a dog had met him, do they fup¬ 
pofe lie intended to devote that dog, or fwine to God’s fervice ? In what fenfe was it pof- 
fible for him to devote fuch things to the fervice of God ? It is plain then that Jepbthae 
fpoke only of human perfons. In confequence of the other interpretation it has been 
thought by fome, that he did not facrifice his daughter, but only devoted her to the fer¬ 
vice of God in a ftate of virginity. Le Clerc thinks, fhe was given to the high prieft to 
ferve him in making bread, and cloaths, &c. for the ufe of the tabernacle. This inter¬ 
pretation they labour to confirm by the marginal reading of v. 40. which lays, Jhe 
daughters of Ifrael went yearly to talk with the daughter of Jepbthae four days in a year . But 
there is no real foundation for this reading. All the old verfions in Iralton’s Polyglot una- 
nimoufly agree to render the place, as our tranflators alfo have well done, V 0 lament 
the daughter of Jepbthae. The word in the Hebrew text was undoubtedly n*ri3^ in Pel 
from nm to lament. But the Hebrew tranferibars have, fince the making of the lateft *of 
the verfibns in the Polyglot, miftaken the word, and wrote w hich is a monfter 

of a word, that has puzzled the criticks, like many other falfe /pollings of the Jewijb 
tranferibers; of which many inftances are mention’d in my Second Volume of Notes and 
Dif ourfes. 

The young womens lamenting her from year to year feems plainly to imply, that fhe 
was put to death ; and that they lamented her fate as people ufed to do the fate of fuch 
as came to an untimely end. Her defiring two months to bewail her virginity feems to have 
been very needkfs , if fhe lived many years afterward in the high prieft’s houfe, or in any 
reclufe place, where fhe had time enough to have done it. And the faying, She knew no 
man , at the end of the two months feems to have been an obfervation that would not have 


been made, if that was not alfb the end of her life. 

Upon the fuppofition that her father kill’d her at the end of thefe two months, it has 
been ask’d, why fhould God grant him fucccfi and vi£tory upon his making a vow to 
do fuch a very wicked thing, as the offering a human facrifice ? In anfwer, it muff be 
own’d, that jepbthae’s vow on this occafion was very immoral and wicked ; and that the 
execution of it was ffill a more heinous crime, contrary to the rules of all true religion 
both revealed and natural, and was unqueftionably worfe than mere mur J er. But it can- 
nor be infer’d from hence, that providence was obliged to deny him fuccefs in fighting 
with the /Jmmonites. If any one fliall fay, it was, he muft for the fame reafion maintain, 
that the providence of Goo is obliged to deny fucccfs to any general , who before the be¬ 
ginning of a battel makes any other furh unlawful vow : whiefi is what no man of thought 
will venture to maintain. S up pole a popijb general, who goes out to fight in defence of 
the jiff liberties ot his country, fhould vow, that if God will grant him the vifrory, he 
wili worfhip the Virgin Mary, and a golden image of God the father twice a day: or 
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fuppofe a Mahometan general Hiould make a vow, that if God will give'him fuccefs againft 
the unrighteous enemies of his country, he will worfhip Mahomet with greater care and fre¬ 
quency than ordinary, and kill all the Chrifiians that he can lay hands on: is it any way 
inconuftent with the wifiiom of providence to grant fuccefs to fuch idolatrous and perfe¬ 
cting generals after they have made fuch immoral, and impious vows ? Is it not evident 
fa ft, that providence has actually given fuccefs to fuch wicked men notwithflanding ? 
And yet no one hereupon impeaches the wifdom of the divine providence. For God 
may have very great and important reafons, upon other accounts, to grant them fuccefs. 
In the cafe of Jephthae, it is very eafy to difcover a reafon, why he fhould be profper’d 
notwithflanding his irreligious vow. It was not only the private intereft of Jephthae, that 
was concern’d ac that time, but the vaftly more valuable mterefl of the whole Jewijb na¬ 
tion, God’s own people. A holy God then might well fucceed his attempts againft the 
Ammonites, for the lake of delivering his own people out of their hands, and for the 
fake of accomplifhing the promifes, which he made to their fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, tho* the inftrument imploy’d to work the deliverance was very wicked. On the 
account of the covenant with Abraham God often faved the Ifraelites , even when the far 
greater part of them was in aftual rebellion againft him, as it is written, Pfal. cv. 42. 
Deut. vii. 7, 8. Ezek. xx, y, 14, 22. Much more then might a holy God grant a viftory 
to his people, in regard to the fame covenant, though one man among them made a 
wicked vow. 

Befides, it is to be confider’d, that GOD himfelf did not miraculoufly raife up Jtfh- 
thae, to be the general of the Ifraelites , but they chofe him themfelves without confuting 
God in the cafe, Judg. x. 18. xi. 5, 6 . wherefore it is fo far from being reafonable, that 
God fhould have difappointed Jephthae upon the account of his vow, that they, who are 
difpofed to cavil at revelation/would undoubtedly have found fault, if it had repre- 
fented God, as giving viftory to the Ammonites over his own people, merely becaufe their 
general was guilty of a crime. The giving his counfels and army fuccefs could not even 
feem to look like an approbation of his vow, unlefs there could not nave been difeover’d any 
other poflible reafon of granting him the viftory. But when there was another very ob¬ 
vious realbn of it, even the faving his own people, and the performing his oath made to 
Abraham , there cannot be the leaft room to fuggeft, that there was any token of God’s 
approving the inhuman and impious vow. 

It may be thought ftrange, that Jephthae fhould be wicked enough to be capable of 
making fuch a vow, and weak enough to think, that the performance of it would be any 
way acceptable to God. But the wonder will ceafe, if it be remember’d, that for fome 
time before his vow he had lived abroad out of Judeai n the land of Job, where it is likely 
that he learnt, and was incouraged in fome idolatrous cuftoms, whereof facrificing men 
was one ; and that for above eighteen years together, before Jephthae's government, the 
Ifraelites themfelves were devoted to the worfhip of idols, and forfiok the LORD, andfined 
him not, Judg. x. 6 , 8. In this time of apoftafy, the Ifraelites offer’d human facrifices to 
their idols, as the Pfalmift particularly takes notice, Pfal. cvi. 57. *Ihey facrificed their 
fins and their daughters unto devils : where lie plainly fpeaks of the time that fucceedcd juft 
after the days of Mofes, mention’d v. 52, 33. In the times of this univerfal degeneracy, 
and great corruption, we may well fuppofe Jephthae learnt the heathenifh and idolatrous 
practice of offering l.uman facrifices; and was bred up in ignorance, and fuperftirion 
enough to believe, that fuch facrifices might be offer’d to the true God, though it fhould 
he a fin to worfhip falfe gods. If it be jfiid, that the High Prieft would not have fuf- 
fer’d him to commit this wickednefs; it may be anfwer’d, that perhaps at this time it was, 
as at another, like people, like priejl; or elfe that the general defpifed the prieft. 

It muft be own’d, that if Jephthae had not repented of this very heinous wickedneft, 
he could not have been intitled to lalvation. The apoftle therefore, who has allured 
us of his falvation, muft undoubtedly have gone upon the fiippofition, that Jephthae aftu- 
ally repented of it before he died. That he had time to repent is beyond difpute, becaufe 
he lived near fix years after this. For it is exprefly faid, he judged Ifrael fix years , Judg. 
xii. 7. and it is as certain, that he made this vow in the beginning of his government. 

What 



HEBREWS. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


4 9 

Chap. XL 


and Samuel, and of the fo (/) and Samuel (m) y and the prophets j 

who 


NOTE S. 

What evidence the apoftle had of fephtbae* s aftual repentance I cannot fay. But it is 
indisputable> that he knew many faCVs, by the help of old Jewijb hiftories extant in his 
time, about which the Old Teftament is now wholly file'nt, fuch as the Names of the 
Egyptian magicians, pannes and Jambres, 2 77 w. iii. 8. and the account of Ifaiah's being 
fawn ajunder, in this fame chapter, v. 37. In the like way, or by divine infpiration he 
might know that Jephthae repented. 

1 have only to add, to prevent fome objections to what has been now advanced, that 
when it is laid, that the fpirit of the Lord came upon Jephthae, Judg. xi. 29. the meaning is 
not, that a fpirit of knowledge , or of holimfs , but only that a fpirit of courage came upon 
him. See 1 Sam. xi, 6 . Numb. xxiv. 2. 

(/) David. This good man was, in many inftauces, and on various occafions, a re¬ 
markable example of a fincere and ftrong faith in God, and in his providence and word. 
He early difeover’d his faith, when he went to incounter Goliah in fingle combat. Jll 
the men of ffrael , when they faw Goliab, fled from him , and were lore afraid, 1 Sam. xvii. 
24. Yet David , who was but an infant in comparifon of the giant, adventured to at¬ 
tack him, becaufe he could not bear, that this uncircumcifed Philijline fhould defy the 
armies of the living God, v. 26. and trufted in God, that he would deliver him out of 
the hands of the Philijline , v. 37. and believed, that he fhould fmite the giant, and take 
his head from him, and then defeat the army of the Philiftines , v. 45., 4$, 47. Accord¬ 
ingly he was profper’d, v. 49, 50, 51. He often confulted the divine oracle and always 

believed it, and follow’d the directions which God gave him, 1 Sam. xxiii. 1.-5. 

9.-13. xxx. 1.-19. 2 Sam. ii. 1, v. 19.—25. David's faith was farther difeovered all 

along from the time that Samuel anointed him to be king of ffrael, to the death of Saul; in 
that, during thefe /even years of utmofi danger , he conflantly believed that God would 
fulfil his promife, and make him king, 1 Sam. xvi. 13. There was one time indeed, when 
David's patience feems to have been almoft wearied, when he began to think, he fhould 
one day perijb by the hands of Saul, xxvii. 1. But he foon recover’d from this human frailty, 
and in a time of the greateft danger, when bis own men talk'd of floning him, he incouraged 
himfelf in the Lord his God, xxx. 6 . He exercifed a fincere faith in the laft moments of his 
life, by his dependence on the divine covenant made with him, and with his family, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 1.-y. 

It is certain alfo, that upon the whole David afted according to his faith. During all the 
time of his life, he kept himfelf free from the common fin of the nation, idolatry, and 
worshipped only the true God. In two or three inftances indeed, in other refpeCts, he 
went affray : but then it is exprefly laid, that he repented of thofe fins of numbring the 
people, and of adultery and murder, 2 Sam. xii. 9, 13. xxiv. 10, 17, 25. And God here¬ 
upon forgave him. On thefe accounts the apoftle might juftly reckon him one of thole 
believers, who have obtain’d falvation. 

David indeed has been accufed of other faults befides thefe : but there is reafon to que- 
ftion, whether he has been proved to be guilty. It has been often faid, that he dealt 
very unrighteoitfly with Afephihojbeth, when he gave away half his lands to Ziba, 2 Sam. xix. 
29. But I am inclined to believe, that this is a vulgar error, and that Afiphibojheth de- 
ferved to be thus puniih’d. When David fled from yfbfalom, he might reafonably have 
expe&cd, that Afephihojbeth fhould have follow’d him, fince he had treated him with great 
fricndfhip. But when David ask’d of Ziba , where his matter, Mcphibojheth, was, Ziba told 
the king, he tarried at Jerufalem, hoping that while the houfc of David was divided 
againft nfelf, and involved in a civil war, the ffraelites might be induced to reftore the 
kingdom to the family of Saul, 2 Sam. xvi, 5. Upon this information David immediately 
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confilcatcd all Afephibojlccth's lands, and gave them to Ziba as a reward for making this im¬ 
portant dilcovery, v. 4. At this time, no doubt, David believed, that Ziba's information 
was true, and thought Alephibojheth to be guilty. If he was guilty, and David had fufftcient 
reafon to believe Ziba t then every one will own, that David afted both a politic and a 
righteous part, in depriving AJcphibojbcth of his eftate, that he might be the lefs capable 
of railing a Party for himleif; of which there was the greater danger, becaufe the eftate 
mull needs be very large, as it was the whole of what king Saul pofleft’d, chap. ix. 7. 
But before we condemn him, we muft hear what he has to fay in his own defence. The 
rcafon he gave for his not following David is in thefe words, My fervant deceived me : for 
thy ft want fa/d 9 f ‘Will faddle me an afsy that i may ride thereon , and go to the king t becaufe 
thy fervant is Iame t 1 Sam. xix. 26. But what if one of his fervants had deceived him, could 
lie not have fent another to fetch a beaft for him to ride on? Or, if he had no beaft of his 
own, had he not intereft enough with David , at whole table he dined every day, to 
have had a beaft of him, if he had lignified to the king, that he defired to follow his 
fortune ? Could he not as eafily have found means to ask this favour, as to dine with the 
king from day to day ? Had he not time enough to do this, while Dav'tdy and the peo¬ 
ple w ere preparing to go out of ? Might he not, at leaft, have made ready to 

go with the hindmofe? Or, might he not have found lome opportunity in all that time, 
wherein the ark was carrying out, and brought back again? Chap. xv. 24, 25, 29. 

It is true, that Mephibojbcth roundly denied the charge,which Ziba brought againft him ; 
and laid, that Ziba nad Jlanderd him, chap, xix 27. But ftill the queftion is, whole evi¬ 
dence ftiall be taken, Mephibojbeth's or Ziba'sl It was manifeftly for Mephibojbeth's intereft to 
deny the charge: fo that he cannot be admitted as a fujficient evidence in his own cafe. 
And it may bethought, that both what Mephibojbeth afterwards laid, and what the king 
determined on hearing both [ides , prove him to be guilty. He laid to David , v.t~. Do 
therefore what is good in thine eyes ; and v. 28. What right have I therefore yet to cry any more 
unto the king ? By thefe exprelfions he plainly confefs’d his defert of punijhment. Indeed he 
put it exprefly upon the faults of his grandfather Saul f and his family, who had oppofed 
Davidy and fought his life, v. 28. He would not direttly confels more, left he Ihould 
condemn himleif. But the king's anfwer to him feems to imply, that he thought Mephi - 
hojbeth guilty in his own perlbn, when he laid, JVhy fpeakejl thou any more of thy matters ? 
i. e. I will hear no more : I have laid, tfhou and Ziba divide the land t v. 29. If David had 
meant, that he was fully fatisfied with Mephibojbeth's excule, it is moft natural to think, he 
would have reftored the whole eftate to him, and have feverely punifh’d Ziba. But he 
feems plainly to have believed Ziba’s information, and to have look’d upon AJefbiboJbetb as 
guiltyy by not reftoring the whole eftate to him. And yet we can eafily account for his 
reftoring the half of it to Alephibojheth y confidering shat he had now made his fulmijfion in 
the ftrongeft terms; that David was now in a temper of forgiving the bittereft enemies to 
his own perfon, particularly Shimeiy v. 22, 23. and that half the eftate might not be fuf- 
ficient, tho* the whole might, to procure him fuch an intereft among the people, as might 
lay a foundation for an open rebellion. 

It muft be farther oblerved, that Afopbibojbeth did not in the leaft complain or remon- 
Jlrate , when David told him, that Ziba Ihould Jbare the land with him. His anfwer was, 
f ea t let Ziba take aJl t for as much as my lord the king is come again in peace unto his ownhoufey 
v. 29. This exprelHon of profule zeal for the king feems merely defign’d to procure a 
reftoration to his favour. Of the like nature, it may be fuppofed, was the ncglett of his 
drefsy while David was abfent [from Jerufalemy mention’d, v. 24. where it is laid, Me- 
philojbeth had neither drefs'd his fety vor trirnd his beard y nor wajb'd his chaths y from the day 
David departed from Jferufalem for fear of AbfaIom y until the day he came again in peace. All 
this fhew of a more than ordinary love feems to have been delign’d only to cover over 
an intention he had of fifhing in troubled waters, and of getting a parry to fee him on 
the throne. He would have fhewn a real and a much greater 7 .eal for die king, if he 
had told him at his table, that he was refblved to follow him, whitherfbever he ftiould 
go, than in tarrying at hems in that uncouth and rufty manner. 
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There muft have been a fault either in Mephibojbeth , or in David. But why fhouhT 
our prejudices all lie in favour of Alephibojbctk ? Why fhould he not be thought capable 
of defiring, what he could not well avoid defiring, viz. That the kingdom of his grand¬ 
father might be reftored to him ? Why muft David only be thought capable of commit¬ 
ting great faults ? Confidering the vaft Jove David bore to Mephibojbeth's father, Jonathan ; 
ana the extraordinary favour he fhewed to Mephibojbeth himfelf, it can never be thought, 
that David would have taken away half his eirate from him without a real caufe. Nor 
can it be reafonably imagin'd, that he would have given half of it to Ziba y if he had 
believed, that Ziba had jlander'd his own mafter, and David's friend. Even principles of 
flate-policy would have induced David to refrain from punifhing Ajephibojhetb in this man^ 
ner without caufe: fince this could only make him enemies, who had too many already, 
and might have provoked Mephibofbeth indeed to feek the kingdom. For Meplibojbeth's in¬ 
nocence we have only his own bare w'ord ; but we have two witnefles to prove him guilty; 
viz- Ziba y and the judgment of David after he had heard the whole caufe. 

David has alio been acculcd of great inhumanity , becaufe he cut the Ammonites with* 
fa t ws y and with harrows of iron y and with ax's y I Chron. xx. 3. To this accufation it muft 
be anfwerkl, that the Syriac and Arabic verfions of this text, and of its parallel, 2 Sam . 
xii. 31. reprefent them in a quite different light, as flying cxprelly, that David put no 
man to death , but only bound tnem with fetters , and imprifona' them. If this be the true, 
original reading of the texts, we are deliver’d from this objection againft the moral cha¬ 
racter of David. But if the other be the true reading, and David did put the Ammonites 
to death in that levere manner: it muft"be pleaded in his excufe, that he fent his am- 
bafladors in a very civil and obliging way to condole the king of Ammon on the death of. 
his father; that without any manner of reafon, or provocation, the Ammonites abufed 
David's ambafladors in a moft fhameful manner ; that ftill David had not the leaft thought 
of avenging himfelf by a war; that, notwithftanding this, the Ammonites afrefli, and ftill 
unprovok'd y began another quarrel, and hired troops among their neighbours wirh a de- 
iign to fall upon Judea. Then David was forced in neceffary felf-defence to raife an army, 
and to fend it againft the Ammonites , and their auxiliaries. In this war David's army 
conquer'd, and return’d to Jerufalem y it not being, I fuppofe, a fit feafon of the year to 
befiege the town into which the Ammonites were retired. Soon after this, the auxiliaries 
of the Ammonites again attack’d the lfraelites y upon which David was forced a fecond 
time, in neceffary felf-defence y to lead out an army againft them. He conquer'd again, and 
thefe auxiliaries of the Ammonites made peace with David } and became his fervants. Af¬ 
ter this, David (knowing, it is likely, that the Ammonites excited their auxiliaries the fe¬ 
cond time to fight againft Ifrael ) was refolved to bear no longer, but to punifh them at 
once for all their crimes. He lent to befiege Rahbah y and when he had taken it, he 
treated the inhuman, inhofpitable people, who had twice, if not three times been the 
aggr(Jfcrs y with a feverity they defewed y in order to deter others from the like inhuma¬ 
nity for the future. See 2 Sam. x, xi. 1. xii. 26.-31. 1 Chron. xix, xx. 

(m) Samuel. This good man is an example of faith y as he believed the many revela¬ 
tions that were made to him from time to time, particularly the prophcly againft Eli's 
houfe, 1 Sam. iii. 11, &c. the predictions deliver'd 10 Saul y chap. x. 2. —12 and in that 
he depended upon God’s enabling him to work miracles, chap. xii. 16.-18 

(w) Subdued kingdoms. This fubduing of kingdoms is certainly more than defeating 
an army, that makes an invafion. Gideon's routing the army of the AJidianites , and driv¬ 
ing them back into their own country, here mention’d by Grotius , cannot be call’d, a 

fubduing' 



HEBREWS. 

Chap. xr. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

vour to be declared righteous (0), obtain’d wrought righteoufnefs, ob- 
the blefllngs that God had promis’d them (j>) y Ul ' P romifes » flopped 

pro- 
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fuhduing of the kingdom of the Midianites. Men fubdue a kingdom , when they leize the 
/and, overturn the government , and make the natives tributaries. %ojhua thus fubdued the 
feven kingdoms of Canaan; to which inftance, no doubt, the apoftle had a relpeft. And 
he was herein an example of faith , as he trailed in the divine fromifes of fuccefs, and of 
miraculous afliftance. David fubdued the Moabites , and made them his Jlaves, ^ Sam. viii. 
a. he fubdued the Syrians , put garifons in Syria> and obliged the people to pay tribute to 
him, v. 6 . he alfo put garifons in Edom, and made the Edomites his Jlaves ; and the Lord 
profperd David whitherfoever he went , v. 14. and be fubdued nations , v. 11. 

(0) Wrought righteoufnefs . We have the very lame exprellion uled by St. Peter , A&s jc. 
55. But in every nation he that feareth God, and worketh righteouliiels, is accepted by him. In 
neither place does the meaniug leem to be merely, that men did thole actions which were 
required by the law of God ; but that tho’ thele good men could not attain to perfeft 
virtue in this life, yet they did arrive at fuch a confirm'd degree of faith, as inabled them 
Jtncerely to do the will of God, and fo intitled them to the juftification promiled in the 
covenant of grace. By their faith they wrought out for themlelves an evangelical righ- 
teoulhels acceptable to God. We have another exprellion pretty near the lame with this, 
James i. 20. tfke wrath of man worketh not the righteoinnels of God, i. e. mens wrath 
and ignorant zeal will not render them righteous in the light of God. Thus alfo when 
the apoftle fays, fome ancient believers through faith wrought righteoufnefs , he means, that 
their faith render’d them righteous in the light of God, or, that God accepted and re¬ 
warded their faith as if it were perfedfc righteoufnefs. It is much more likely, that the 
apoftle Ihould mean this, than that he fliould barely mean, that thole believers perform'd 
good works. For in this place he does not fpeak of the general character common to all 
believers; but has two or three particular perlons in his eye, of whom this may be laid in 
an efpectal manner; as it is of others, that they fubdued kingdoms , or ftop'd the mouths of 
lions, &c. The perlons here refer’d to are Abraham and Phineas , of whom the Scripture 
exprelly lays that their faith was imputed to them for righteoufnefs , Gen. xv. 6 . Pfal. cvi. 31. 
while the Old Teftament does not exprejly fay this of any other. By their faith, and by 
the effe&s of it they wrought out righteoufnefs for themlelves. By this observation, it is 
likely, the apoftle defign’d to teach the Hebrews , that the Gentiles might bejuftified by 
faith, without becoming lubjeft to the law of Mofes. 

(f) Obtained promifes. If this exprellion Ihould be luppoled to lignify, as v. 17. that 
God made promifes to Ibme of the ancient believers, upon the account of their faith in 
him, Phineas will be an inftance, whole faith and zeal obtain’d for him the promile and 
covenant of an everlafting priejlhood, in his pofterity. Numb. xxv. 11, it, 13. But if the 
exprellion lignifies, that God fulfill'd his promiles to lome of the ancient laints, becaule 
they believed in him ; Abraham will be an inftance, of whom the apoftle lays, chap. vi. 
15. that after he had patiently indured , in the exercile of faith, he obtain d thepromife, or 
received the bleffing which God had promiled him. As the words in both thele places 
are the fame, it is natural to think, that the apoftle (peaks of the fame thing in both. 
David by means of his faith in the divine promiles obtain’d the kingdom; lee v. $1. 
n. Gideon, Barak, Samfon , 8tc. alfo received the accomplilliment of the divine pro- 
rniles, in which they believed. 
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34 the mouths dt liofts, quen¬ 
ched the Violence of fire, 
efcaped the edge of the 
fword, out of weaknefs 
were made ftrong, waked 


procured the {topping of the mouths of 
lions (<j), the remaining unhurt in the midft of 34. 
a ltfong fire (r), elcaped being kill’d by the 
fword (r), recovered from great weaknefs and 
danger of death (?), grew courageous and 

fuc- 
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(7) Stopped the mouths of lions. This undoubtedly refers to the cafe of Daniel , who 
was thrown into a den of lions, upon the account of his faith and piety. The apoftle 
juftly attributes the flopping their mouths to Daniel* s faith, becaule Daniel's faith was the 
reafon of God’s miraculoufly preventing their hurting him, as it is written, Dan. vi. 22, 
23. God fent his angel and Jhitt the lions mouths , that they did not hurt him , becaufe he be¬ 
lieved in his God. 

(r) Quenched the violence of fire. The perfons here meant are undoubtedly Shadrach t 
Mejhach, and Abeanego. Of their faith we read, Dan.iii. 17, 3 3 . Our GOD whom we 
ferve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace : and he will deliver us out of thy hand , 
O king : But put cafe that-ourexpedtarion of deliverance is rot (tho’ we arc fatisfied it 
is) well founded, ftill we will not ferve thy gods. Hereupon king Nebuchadnezzar order’d 
thkt the furnace or Oven fhould be heated feven times hotter than ufoal, and that they 
fhould be thrown in hound , that they might not be able to leap out of the fire. But tho* 
the fire continued to burn, and deftroy’d thole that caft them in, yet the violence of it as 
to them was quench'd. It did not finge the hair of their heads, nor make the leaft alte¬ 
ration on their cloaths, v. 2'. The apoftle’s expreflion. Quench'd the violence of fire , feems 
particularly to refer to a paflage in the laft cited verfe, viz . ‘fbefire had no power upon their 
bodies. It muft be a very ftrong faith that could ingage thele young men to venture 
themfelves in a fiery oven, rather than be guilty of idolatry. They believed, that Goo 
would deliver them, by a miracle, from tfie death intended for them by the perfccutor; 
or elfe that he would give them a blefled recompenfe of reward in the world to come. 
Without this belief of a future ftate, we may be fore, they would not have run the ha¬ 
zard of being burnt to death for religion, 1 Cor. xv. 32. 

(j) Efcaped the edge of the fword. There have been inftances mention’d on the occafion 
of this expreflion, which I cannot perfoade mylelf to believe the apoftle had any regard 
to in this place. David's elcaping Goliah's fury is not in the Old Teftament reprelented 
as elcaping the edge of Goliah's fword . Nor did Goliah draw his fword at all, at that time* 
but it was, after his Death, drawn by David himlelf, 1 Sam. xvii. 17. No inftance pro¬ 
duced here will anfwcr, unlels there be exprefs mention in the hiftory of a fword , and of 
a believer’s efcaping it. One inftance of this was Mofes , who faid, Exod . xviii. 4. *fhe God 
of my father was my help , and delivered me from the fword of Pharaoh. The time of the de¬ 
liverance here mention’d was, when Mofes had kill'd an Egyptian , and Pharaoh thereupon 
fought to flay him, chap. ii. 12, 15. Elias is another inftance, whom Jezebel threaten’d 
to flay with the fword , as he had flain the prophets of Baal, 1 Kings xix. i, 2. God pro¬ 
tected Mofes and Elias , becaufe they believed in him. 

■(0 Out of weaknefs were made Jlrcng . By weaknefs, ctfQw&et, in this place the apoftle 
means, bodily weaknefs arifing from diflempers , or the very diftempers themlelves, as the 
word frequently fignifics in the Gofpels, particularly Luke xiii. 11, 12. Joh. v. 5. *1^4. 
See alfo 1 T'/w. v. 23. Hezekiah is an inftance on which the apoftle had his eye. Heze - 
kiah was ftek unto death , and pray’d, and wept; and God promiled to add fifteen years to 
his life, and wrought a miracle to confirm his faith in this promife, Ifai. xxxviii. 1.—8. 
So that it may truly be fuid of him, he was, thro* faith } out of weaknefs made ftrong. 
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fuccefsful in battle (#), put the armies of 
foreigners to flight (^),Womcn receiv'd their 
dead children from the grave by a refurrec- 
tion (x); and others were tortured for their 
virtue’s fake, and yet would not accept de¬ 
liverance upon any linful terms (jy ), but ra¬ 
ther 


valiant in fight, turned to 
flight the armies of the 
aliens. Women received 35 
their dead rais’d to life 
again : and others were 
tortured, not accepting de¬ 
liverance ; that they might 
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(a) Wailed valiant in fight. The word, t<ryjug?ty here render’d valiant , feems to fignify 
both fireneth and courage. The perfons fpoken of iecm’d too weak to undertake the fight, 
and yer, triro * faith in God's promiles, had the courage to enter upon it, and were made 
firong enough to overcome. Gideon was an inftance of this, when with his 300 men he 
fought and conquer’d the vaft army of the MidianittSy lee on v. 32. note ( g ). David was 
another inftance, when he went to fight y and kill’d the Philifiine y Hid. note (/). Other 
inftances will be mention’d in the next note. 

(w) burned to flight the armies of the aliens. Why Dr. Whitby Ihould run to the Mac¬ 
cabees for an inftance of this is unconceivable, when even Efiiuty tho’ a Papifi y does not, 
but lupplied him with inftances out of the undoubted books of the Old Teftament. Jo- 
Jhua turn’d to flight the armies of the Amovites y being incouraged to attack them by his 
faith in a divine promile of viftory, Jofe. x. 5, S, 10. and other numerous armies, cb. xi. 
4, 6 y 8. Gideon is another inftance. 'Jonathan by means of his faith in God, when follow’d 
only by his armour-bearer, put to flight the large army of the Philifiines y I Sam. xiv. 6 t 
10, 12, 13, 20. Davidy after confulung God, fill upon the Philiftinesy and put them to 
flight, 2 Sam. v. 9, 20, 21, 23, 25. 

(*) Women received their dead raifed to life again. One of thefe women was the widow of 
Sarepta (which the modern 'Jews pronounce Zarephath) whole Ion died, and was rais’d to 
life by Elias. She manifefted her faith by receiving him as a true prophet, upon his 
multiplying her meal, and oil by a miracle, 1 Kings xvii. 14.—24. The other woman 
was the Shunammite y whole dead Ion was reftored to life by Elijba. She is a remarkable 
example of faith y as Ihe appears to have believed, that God had given to his prophet 
Elijba a power of recovering him from death, and that he w'ould actually raife her Ion, 
2 Kings iv. 20. —3-. 

(y) And others were tortured y not accepting deliverance. All the commentators agree in 
fuppoilng, that the apoftle here refers to the hiftories of the martyrdom of Ekaz.er y and 
of the mother and her leven foils mention’d in the fecond book of the Maccabees ; and I 
was once carried away with the ftream. But I am now perluaded, that the apoftle, in 
this whole chapter, does not refer to any examples that are recommended by any other 
book befides the Holy Scripture. Efiius goes upon this lame general principle; and there¬ 
fore concludes from the common application of this paflage, that it affords a more than 
probable argument for the lacred authority *of the fe con a book of the Maccabees. For 
(lays he, and I think very truly) all the examples of the faints, mention’d either expref- 
ly or tacitly in this chapter, are taken from the facred Scriptures^ t.e. from thole books, 
which were, in the days of the writer of this epiftle, efteem’d to be facred by Chriftians, 
yet ftill, how a man of Efiius his excellent fenle could have a notion, that the fecond 
book of Maccabees was part of facred Scripture, when it was confrffedly written after the 
fpirit of prophely ceas’d in Malachi y and before it was reftored in John the Baptift, is 
not a little lurprifing. 

But there is no more need to go to the Apocrypha y than to Fox's. Book of Martyrs, for 
inftances of mens being tortured not accepting deliverance. There are confefTedly fcvcral 

infiances 
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inftances of this kind in the Old Teftament. The apoftle, juft after, more particularly* 
points at the perfons he means, viz. fuch as were floned, fawn afunder , or Jlain with the, 
[word, v. 57. Thefe were undoubtedly tortured: thele did not accept deliverance: and thelc 
refilled to accept of deliverance on ftnful terms, for this very end, that they might obtain 
a bleflcd refurreHion to eternal life. Thele therefore may be the perfons here meant. 
Perhaps it will be objected, that the words, and others , v . 3 6 . Ihew that thefe cannot be 
meant, v. 35. In anfwerit muft be oblerved, that all this objection is built on a luppo- 
fition, that under the word, others , v- 35* an d word, others , v. 3 6 . the apoftle divides 
all the inftances he Ihould farther mention as belonging to the one or to the other of 
thelc two heads; and that all mention’d after v. 3 6 . belong to the head there named. 
But this is plainly a miftake, as any one may fee by reading the verles together : others 
Were tortured not accepting deliverance .■ And others had trial of mockings and fourgings, 

yea moreover of bonds and imprifonment. tfhey were floned, they were fawn afunder , were tempt¬ 
ed, were Jlain with the fword : they wander d about in Jbeeps skins , and goats skins ,- in deferts, 

and mountains , and dens , and caves . Thele lajl mention’d, lurely, were not noted as in¬ 
ftances of mockings , and fcourgrngs y and bonds t and imprifonment . Men that wander in de- 
ferts and mountains cannot be laid to fuffer bonds and imprifonment: nor could they be 
mock'd , and fcourgedy when they were in deferts at a diftance from all mankind. It is there¬ 
fore to be concluded, that the apoftle firft divides thole believers, that fuffer’d for their 
virtue, under two general heads, viz. fuch as were tortured to deaths and others that 
were only punifh'd with mocking ,/ 'courging , andluch like evils, as were Jhort of death. Then 
immediately he fets himlelf to give more particular inftances under each of thele heads, 
and other inftances alio, which cannot be reduced to either of them ; without obferving 
any ftrift order in placing them down. If thefe things are fo, then there is no manner 
of realon to doubt, but the perfons faid to be tortured , v. 35. are the fame as thole that 
are laid to be floned , fawn afunder , and Jlain with the fword, v. 37. The word, they , in 
the beginning of this 37th verle cannot poftibly refer to the perlons immediately before 
mention’d, v. 3 6 . fince thole that were floned, and fawn afunder y are allowed to be of a 
different kind of lufferers from them that had trial only of mocking and fcourging: while 
they in fadt belong to that kind of lufferers, who were tortured to death, v. 35. The 
57th verfe therefore muft be paraphrafed to this purpofe, Of thefe two kinds of fufferers 
whom / have been mentioning , fome were floned, feme were fawn afunder , &C. The particular 
inftances then of men tortured not accepting deliverance will moft naturally come to be con- 
fider’d in the notes on, v . 37. 

I have here gone upon the fuppolition, that our tranflators, after the Syriac verfion, 
have well render’d the word, irv^ttyiab^adiVy they were tortured , or put to death by tor¬ 
ments- That the Greek word has this general lignification is fo fully proved by the very 
learned Gataker in his Adverfaria y p. 464, 465. that there is no manner of room to make 
any doubt about it. And 1 cannot help thinking, that it is moft natural to take the 
word in the lame general fenle in many of thofe paffages of ancient authors, in which 
Gataker interprets it as denoting one particular kind of torture. Gataker indeed adds, that 
the context will not allow us to take the \vord in its general fenfe in this place ; but that 
it muft here lignify one particular fort of torment diftindt from the reft. But I hope the 
leries of the apoftle’s dilcourle has been now Ihcw’d to require no fuch thing ; and to ad¬ 
mit of our underftanding this w ord, in this place, in its general fignificarion. 

Hitherto the examples of faith mention’d by the apoftle were luch as had not luffer’d 
death on the account ot their faith : nay moft of them had not fufter’d at all on that ac¬ 
count, but gain’d vaft advantages by it even in the prefent world. He now proceeds to lay, 
that whereas lome, thro’ faith, were reftored to life, others, bccaule of their faith were 
tortured to death; and then mentions particular inftances, v. 37. 
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ther indured the torture, that they might 
obtain a refurredtion to eternal life, which is 
better than the refurrection of the now men¬ 
tion'd children to live again in this world ( z ). 

And others fuffer’d mockings (a), and fcour- 
gings (6), yea, and worfe punifhments, fuch 

as 
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(*) A better refurrcftion. I perceive, it has greatly puzzled commentators to find out 
the reafon of the apoftlc’s ufing the word, better , in this place. Better than what is this 
relurre&ion ? Dr. Hammond , and Crellius lay, better than a prefent remijpon of torments: 
Dr. Owen lays, better than the refurre&ion of the wicked to torments: Dr. Whitby fays no¬ 
thing. Whereas one would think, a man that reads the Greek text could not poflibly 
inifs the lenfe, which is given in the paraphrafe. Eftius oblerves it, tho’ he approves of 
the lenfe afterward elpoufed by Hammond. As for Grotius, it muft be laid of him, Hie 
bonus dormitat Grotius, His interpretation is this, that the leven brethren, mention’d 
2 Maecab. vii. and Eleazar , ch. vi. fubmitted to be tortured, and would not accept deliver¬ 
ance, on finful terms, in hope, that the Jewijh ftaft, which was now pcrfecuted by An- 
tiochuSy would be reftored to a more happy condition than it was in, during the perfec¬ 
tion : which was a lort of figure of the relurreftion which we believe. Whereas thole 
martyrs exprcfly fpoke of the future refurrettion of the dead, as their incouragement to 
patience in luffe rings. The fecond fon faid, Thou like a fury take ft us out of this pre¬ 
lent life ; but the king of the world Jhall raife us up to everlafting life, v. 9. See alio, v. 11, 
14. Surely this does not relate to the reftoration of the yewijh nation to liberty and 
peace in the prefent life, but to the future refurreftion of good men. It is evident that the 
apoftle refers to the fame rclurredtion. 

( a ) Cruel mockings. There can be no doubt but that thele mockings were cruel. Yet 
there was no occauon for our tranflators to add this word to the text. One of the per- 
lons mock’d was Elijbay to whom the children of Bethel faid, Go up thou bald heady 2 Kings 
ii. 23. Another was Ifaac, who was mock'd by Ijhmael y Gen . xxi. 9. which the apoftle 
juftly calls perfecutiony Gal. iv. 29. Others were thofe meflengers of Goo, whom the If- 
raelites mifufed, or mockedy as it is in the Greek, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. 

( b ) And fcourgings. This kind of punifliment was whipping men on the back y as ap¬ 
pears from the ufe of the word in other places of the New Teftamenf, as Matth. xx. 19. 
Mark x. 34. Luke xviii. 33. Job. xix. 1. ABs xxii. 24. On this account I cannot think 
with Grotiusy that the apoftle here Ipeaks of Micaiahy and Jeremiah: fince it does not ap¬ 
pear thoy were lcourged on the backy but leem only to have received a blow in the face 9 
1 Kings xxii. 24- Jer. xx. 2. xxxvii. 15. yet I cannot with Dr. Whitby run to the Apo¬ 
crypha for inftances. And if he had well confider’d matters, neither would he have done 
it in this place. He reckons the perfons here laid to be fcourgedy were Eleazar t and two 
of the feven brothers, the very fame as, in his judgment, were mention’d in the preceed- 
ing verle as tortured to death. Whereas the apoftle fays, thole were different perlons 

from thele. Others were tortured .-Others had trial of mockings y and fcourgings. Tho’ 

we cannot now name the men that were lcourged, yet they were well known in the apo- 
ftle’s days. Our Saviour perhaps mentions the lame, Mark xii. 3, 5. They took God’s 

meffenger, and beat him : - and again he fent atJother, and they murder'd him ; and many 

other /, beating fomey and murdering others. That this beating was the fame as fcourging wiil 
appear from the ule of the word, in other places, as Mark xiii. 9. ABs v. 40. xvi. 

3". where what St. Paul calls beating, was really fcourging on the naked back, as appears 
from v. 22. where we read, that his, and his companion’s cloaths were tom off in order 
to their being beat. 
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of bonds and imprifon- as bonds (f), and imprifonment for virtue’s 

They' were 1 C ?awn re afunder; &ke (d). Of the two kinds of fufferers now yj. 
were tempted, were (lain mention’d ( dd) fome were ftoned (e), others 

were fawn afunder in the middle (/), and 
were, by the views of thefe torments, and 
by feeling the beginning of them, tempted 
to deny the truth (^)* others were llain 

with 

NOTES. 


(0 Bonds. Samfon was bound with fetters of copper (as the Hebrew fignifies, for byafs 
was not invented io long fince) by the Philiflines , judg. xvi. 21. Jofepb was bound with 
a chain, or a cord, upon the account of his virtue, Gen. xl. 3. 

{d) Imprifonmcnt. Thele were Jofepb 9 Gen. xxxix. 20. Samfon , Judg. xvi. 21. Micaiah , 

I Kings xxii. 27. Jeremiah , Jer. xxxvii. 15. 

{dd) See before on v. 35, note ( y ). 

(e) they were fioned. Zechariahy the Ton of Jehoiada , was ftoned, becaule he exhorted 
the people to repent, 2 Chron. xxiv. 20, 21. Our Saviour mentions fuch, Matth . xxiii. 37. 

(/ ) *?hey were fawn afunder. The pcrlbn here meant is univerlally agreed to be the pro¬ 
phet Ifaiah , of whom the JewiJh tradition prelerved in both the Babylonifhy and the feru- 
falem ^Talmud lays, that he was fawn alunder by the order of king Manaffeh. ferom calls 
it, A mofi certain tradition , that Ifaiah was fawn afunder with a wooden faw : on which ac¬ 
count (lays he) moft Chriftians refer this paftage to Ifaiah . See Jerom on If ax. Ivii. 2. 
Jufiin Martyr mentions the fame tradition, and charges the Jews with rafing it out of 
trie Old Teftament. Dial, cum rfrypb. p. 349. Paris 16$6. That Manaffeh was wicked 
enough to be capable of committing this crime, no one can queftion, who con fider s, that 
he did wickedly above the Amorites y made his Ion pals thro* the fire, committed all forts 
of idolatry, fill’d Jerufalem from end to end with innocent blood, G Pc. as we read, 2 Kings 
xxi. 2.—16. And that it has been a cufiom in ancient times to put men to death by faw - 
ing them afunder will appear from 2 Sam. xii. 31. where we read, that David put the peo¬ 
ple of llabbah under faws t and under harrows of iron ] or rather, as it is more correfrly 
read in the other copy of the fame hiftory, he cut them with fawsy and with other in- 
ftruments for cutting men afunder, as the verfion of the LXX Ihews, who read the text 
thus, He cut them with fawsy and with axes of iron t and with hijlruments of fplittingy <f\ 1- 
et^t^Ktrty 1 Chron. xx. 3. Thefe faws may be thought to have been made of woody as 
they leem to be diftinguifh’d from the inftruments made of iron. See more concerning 
this text, on v. 32. note ( m). Another account of fawing afunder is given us in the Greek 
tranflation of Amos y i. 3. where what in Englifh is, 77 bey {viz. the people of Damafcus) 
have threjhed Gilead with threjbing infrnments of iron , is render’d, 7 %cy faw*d with faws of 
iron the women that were with child in Gilead: it is thus render’d in the Arabic verfion alfo. 
And Suetonius mentions it as one of the methods of putting men to death nfed by the Ro¬ 
man Emperor Caligulay that he faw’d men afunder in the middle, in Vita Calig. cap. 27. 

{g) IVere tempted. Some would fancy, that this claule does not belong to the apoftle’s 
text, partly becaule it is omitted in two Greek MSS in the Syriac and ALthiopic verfions, 
and as is pretended in the quotations of EufrbiuSy Chryfojlomy and ! Jheophylacl ; and partly 
becaufe it does not leem- to them to fuit with the context. But to the two modem MSS at 
Bajily and in Kew Collcgcy Oxon y we may oppofe thirty nine others, fome of which arc of 
very great antiquity 9 and worth : to the Syriac verfion we may oppofe the Latin , 3nd the 
old Italic prelerved in the Clermont copy: to the jEtbiopic verfion, which is hardly ever 
worrli minding, we may oppofe the Arabic ; and I fuppofe alfo the At jr.cn;an and Coptic 
verfions retain the Claufc. 
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Dr. Whitby fays, that Eufcbius omits it in his citation of the text. The truth is, he re¬ 
peats the text -without this claufe, Preparat. Evang. p. 583. But he feems to have repeated 
it as Its own words, without diredtly quoting the apoftle. Accordingly he varies from the 
reading in other inftances; particularly he omits the claufe, Of whom the world was not 
worthy , in the beginning of v. 38. and fets it at the end of the vcrie. Thefe things ought 
not to be look’d upon as yarious readings, becaufe here was no defign of a diredt quota¬ 
tion. 

Grotius pofitively fays, that Chryfoflom did not read this claufe in his copy ; and yet it is 
certain fadt, that Chryfoflom does read the text exadtly as we now do, in his comment on 
the place. It is true indeed, that he does not interpret the phrafe, 7 %ey were tempted ; but 
then it is as true, that neither does he interpret the phrafe, <They were fawn a/under; and 
yet no one will fufpeft, that this was wanting in his copy. Let it be allow’d, that Vheo- 
pbylaB of the eleventh century found not the claufe in his copy ; this will not much avail, 
fince other writers, that were abundantly more ancient, have cited the text exactly as 
we now have it. 

Origen cites this text feveral times in his works, and this claule, were tempted , is but 
once omitted. In his 14th Homily on Jeremy he reads it, rfhey were ftoned y were fawn 
afunder, were tempted, werejlain with the fword y p. 141. Edit . Huet. To invalidate this 
proof Dr. Whitby obferves, that in the old tranflation of this homily, the claule, were 
tcmpted y is omitted. This old tranllation will do the Dodtor no fervice, becaufe Jerom , 
the author of it, undoubtedly read the claufe in his copies, as appears by his quoting the 
text in his comment on Matth. xxvi. 8,9. It is therefore a great deal more likely, that 
Jercm's verfion of Origen s homily has been alter’d in this place by tranicribers, who 
have carelefly omitted the word, tempted y than that the word lhould be added both in 
Origen* s homily, and in Jerom'$ comment on Matthew . 

Origen again exprefly cites the text in his comment on Matthew , p. £25. u Let him be- 
41 lieve what is written in the epiftle to the Hebrews , rfkey were floned y were fawn ajunder y 
“ were tempted, —werejlain with the fword ”. To this citation Dr. Whitby objedts, be¬ 
caufe, as he thinks, “ Wholoever reads the place will find, that Origen y in commenting on 
4t the words, takes no notice of the word, tempted , but proceeds immediately from, they 
44 were fawn afunder y to, they were Jlain with the fword". Let the reader judge of the 
force of this objection, by confidering the whole fentence, which is this, viz.. “ Tradition 
41 informs us, that Ifaiah was fawn alunder. But if any one will not admit this hiftory, 
4< becaufe it is written in an apocryphal book of Ifaiah: let him believe what is written 
41 in the epiftle to the Hebrews , viz., tfhey were jloned y were fawn afunder y were tempted. 
4 ‘ For that expreflion, were fawn afunder y relates to Ifaiah y as the expreffion, were jlain 
4< with the fwordj relates to Zechariah , who was flain between the temple and the altar”. 
It is here to be obferved that Origen takes no notice of particular perfous that were Jloned 
or tempted. Yet furely Dr. Ulsitby would not have inrerr’d from hence, that the word, 
Jlonedy was nor in his copy. Origen here laid as much as was to his purpofe, 

Origen again repeats the words of this verfe without any omiftion, in his book againft: 
Celfusy p. 33 6. which Dr. Whitby has not taken notice of. 

The Dodtor tells us, that Origen omits the claufe in his fourth dialogue againft Mar- 
cion ; whereas that dialogue was not written by Origcn y but by a later hand, as is agreed 
by Dr. Cave y Huetius y Du Pin y &c. Befides, the author, whoever he was, does not di- 
rellly cite the text, but only repeats as much of it, as was to his purpofe. His words are, 
41 The prophets were partakers of the human nature, not in appearance only, but in re- 
44 alitv. One had his flefh fawn afunder, another was Honed, and the reft were flain 
41 with the fword”. The true reafon why the author did not mention being tempted y 
in this place, becaufe it would not tend to prove his point, viz. ‘That the prophets were 
really partakers of the human nature. For an angel may be tempted, as the fallen angels 
once adhially were. 

Dr. Whitby next refers, by miftake (in my edition at leaft) to Origens exhortation to mar¬ 
tyrdom ; whereas the paflbge cited isjn his Letter to Africanus y p. 232. Here it is certain, 
Origen diredtly quotes the text thus, 11 The writer to the Hebrews fitys, flhey were Jloned y 

wen 
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•with the fword : they -with the fword (h) : they wander’d about 

wanderd about in theeps , . . f x t t • r n i r 

skins, and goats skins, be- cloath d in the rough skins ot lheep, and ot 

goats (/), being deftitute of the neceflaries 

of 


NOTES. 


were fawn afunder 9 were Jl a in with the edge of the fword. But this can never be thought 
to be a proof, that the exprcflfion, were tempted , was not in his copy : fince it is certain 
from three other places of his works, that he did read it there. It is moft likely, that it 
was here omitted by tranfcribers. 

Dr. JVhitby reckons 'Ieriullian on his fide. Let the reader judge upon feeing the paf- 
iage, which is this, 41 Righteoufnefs hath fjffer’d from the beginning : ■ Abel was 

41 kill’d by his brother :-- David was tofs’d about, Elias was driven away, 'Jeremiah 

4< was ftoned, Tfaiah was finvn afunder, Zechariab was {lain between the altar, and tem- 
lt pie, &*c. Scorpiac. adv. Gnoflie. The truth is, tfertullian does not here cite the text at 
all : and it may as well be {aid, that he read therein, Elias was driven away 9 as that he 
did not read, they were tempted . 

In the works of Clemens Alexandrinus the text is cited thus, tfhey were Jlonedy were tempt - 
ed 9 were Jlain with the fword 9 p. 515. Paris 1641. This, Dr. iVhitby fancies, gives juft' 
ground to conjecture, that fome ignorant writer put for meiS-MAV- But 

it is a thoufand times more natural to conjecture, that Clemens read both words (as his 
fcholar Origen did, and as almoft all the Greek MSS. do) and that the tranfcribers of the 
works of Clemens have, through heedlcffnefs, dropt one of the two words, which are 
much alike in found and fpelling. 

Upon the whole, I cannot but fay, with the learned Dr. AJilly that there does not ap¬ 
pear to be any reafon for altering the prefent reading of this text; efpecially confider- 
ing, that it is eftabliftied by a very marvelous agreement of all the forty one Greek copies 
of this epiftle, excepting only two very modern ones. This agreement is really marvel- 
cuSy becaufe when two words fo near alike in letters and in found ftand together, it 
is vaft odds, but the tranfcribers would have omitted one or other of them ; rather than 
that moft of the tranfcribers fhould add a word in fuch a cafe. 

It was ncceflary firft to examine with care, whether this expreflion does belong to the 
text, or not: becaufe if it docs not, we may fave ourfelves the labour of feeking after the 
meaning of it; or if it does, we muft fet ourfelves to find out what the apoftle intended 
by it. 

I do not fuppofe, that the apoftle here fpeaks of perfons different from thofc that were 
fionedy and were fawn afunder . Thefe were tempted by their ftfferings. The apoftle feemfr 
to put thefe two things together, juft as he did, chap. ii. 1S. where he faith of Chrift, 
that he ftffered being tempted. Thus the martyrs here fpoken of fuffered being temptedy i. e . 
their fufferings were trials of their faith and virtue. And it was fully as much to the 
apoftle’s purpofe to make this obfervarion here t as in the fecond chapter. 

( h ) IVere Jlain with the fword. Urijah was flain with the fword by the order of king 
Jehoiakim \ becaufe he fpoke the truth in delivering the predictions which God had com¬ 
manded him to fpeak, Jer. xxvi. zo, 23. Many prophets were Jlain with the fword in the 
time of Ahaby l Kings xix. 10, 14. 

(/) Mr, Karats- *Ihey wandered about in Jheeps skins. Elias is undoubtedly an inftance, 
that the apoftle had in his eye. It is faid, in our trauflation, he wore a mantle , 1 Kings xix^ 
13, 19. 2 Kings ii. 8, 15, 14. in all which places the Greek tranflator ufes the word, Mu- 
A<y tj>, a Jbeep's skin. It feems to have been rougby as it was taken off from the fheep’s 
back, in order the better to defend him from the cold, and rain, while he was wander¬ 
ing in the defert to avoid the fury of his perfecutors. Skins thus rough , with the wool 

on. 
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of life (k)j affli&ed with fears and grief (/), ing dcftitute, afflifted, tor- 

injured (m) (of whofe fociety the wicked wa ( 3 ° no^worthy ) 38 

world was not worthy, though it treated they wander’d in defercs, 

them as not worthy to live in it) : they a 3 u “’ of d t he 

wander’d in wildernefles, and in moun- earth. And thefe all hav- 39 
tains («), and feulked in dens, and in caves ,n g obtained a g°°d report 

of the earth ( 0 ). And though the Scrip¬ 
ture has given a good character of all thefe, 
as being accepted of God upon the account 

of 


NO T E S. 

on, are ftill worn in many countries. I cannot find any inftance recorded in the Old 
Teftament of a believer that was drefs'd in a goat's skin ; but Clemens of Rome leems to 
lay, that Ezekiel was an inftance of this : his words are, 44 Let us imitate thole that walk’d 
44 about preaching the coming of Chrift in goats skins, and lheeps skins; I mean the pro- 
44 phets, Elias, Elijba y and Ezekiel. 

( k ) Defiitute. Elias was defiitute of the necejfaries of life, when he was perfecuted, and 
lay conceal’d at the brook Cberith\ on which account Goo cauled the ravens to bring 
him bread, and flelh, both in the morning, and in the evening, i Kings xvii. 5, 6 . At 
another time, when he was forced to flee for his life, he was in like manner deftitute, 
till an angel brought him bread and water, chap. xix. 5, 6 , 7. 

(/) 0 A/ 3 $j usvoi, afflicted. At the time Iaft mention'd Elias was lo greatly afflicted, that 
he requefied for himfelf, that he might die, v. 4. This trouble, or uneafinels of mind, is, I 
luppofe, particularly meant by the apoftle, according to his ufe of the fame word, 2 Cor. i. 

6. Whether we he affliCted , - or •whether we be comforted ; and chap. vii. 5. 

iVe were troubled, or affliCted, £\/(Zo[Atvo/, on every fide: without were fightings, within were 
fears : which inward fears were part of his affliction. Thus alfo Elias was afflidted with 
his inward fears of his perfecutors, who fought his life, 1 Kings xix. 10. David alfo was 
alflidted, « 0 a// 3 h, i Sam. xxx. 6 . and Micaiah , 1 Kings xxii. 27. 

(m) Ketwxjefjievoiy tormented. The Greek word properly fignifies, abufed , or ihjured. It 
is Defore in this lame chapter render’d by our tranflators, fuffer'd affliction, v. 25. where 
it is laid, that Mofes chofe to fuffer affliction with the people of God. And it is likely the apo¬ 
ftle had Mofes in his eye in this 37th verle alio. This lame word is uled again, ch. xiii. 3. 
where our tranflators nave render’d it, fuffer'd adverfity . If the apoftle had a relpedV to 
any other particular perlon befides Mofes , it may be thought to be David , becaule the 
Seventy ufe the fame word in fpeaking of the injuries he received from Saul, 1 Kings ii. 
26 . where Solomon lays to Abiathar, ^Thou haft been afflidted, or abuled, in all wherein my 
father was afflicted or abuled. 

{n)Jhey wandered in deferts and in mountains. This is particularly true of Elias, of whom 
the Scripture lays, that he fled for his life from the perlecution of 'Jezebel , and went into 
the wildernels, and went unto Horcb the mounts/ God, 1 Kings xix. 3, 4, 8. And when 
king Ahaziah fent meflengers to Elias (who^was afraid of the idolatrous king, 2 Kings i. 
1 5.) they found him fitting on the top of a hill, v. 9. David alio was forced to wander 
in deferts and mountains from the rage of Saul, 1 Sam. xxiii. 14, 15, 24, 25, 26. xxiv. 1. 
xxv. 4, 20. xxvi. 1, 2, 5. 

(0) And in dens , and caves of the earth. This was David's cale, who fled to the cave of 
Adullam , I Sam. xxii. 1. When Jezebel cut off the prophets cf the Lord, Obadiah took an hun¬ 
dred prophets, and hid them by fifty hi a cave, 1 Kings xviii. 4. Elias alio conceal’d him- 
le]f in a cave, when he fled from pcriccurion, chap. xix. 9. 
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through faith, received not c f their faith (/>), yet they received not the 

4Q proWdcd'ftmebmer^hinf reward of another life, that was promifed 
for us, that they without them (q) y immediately on their leaving this 

world (whereas God has provided fome bet.- 40. 
ter thing for us Chriftians, viz;, that we 
Ihould be made happy immediately , as foon 
as we leave this world) (r),that fo they might 

not 

NOTES. 

(p) And thefe all having obtained a good report through faith. Their obtaining a good report 
fignifies, that the Holy Scriptures have given a good character of them, as was obferved 
on v. 2. note (0). And it has now appeared in particular, that every one of the good 
men mentioned in this chapter has a good character given of him in the Old Tejlament , 
and is reprelcnted as having been interefted in the favour of God. The rcafon why a 
good character is there given of them is this, that they believed in God, and in his pro- 
miles, in the fenfe wherein the apoftle defines faith, v. 1, If they had not fuch a real 
and operative faith, they would not have obey'd and fuffer d y as it is teftified they did. 

(7) Received not the promife. The promife here fignifies the thing promifed: lee on ch. x. 

56. note (g). The thing promifed is the better and more induring fubfiance in heaven , v. 34 * 
the faving of the foul y <t/. 39. the city that hath foundations , whofe builder and maker is God y 
chap. xi. 10. the heavenly country , v. 16 . To be hire, the apoftle did not defign to lay 
fo very obvious and trifling a thing as this, viz. that they did not receive the reward of 
the future ftate, while they lived in this prefent world. He muft therefore mean, that 
when they were dead , they did not immediately receive the happinefs of the world to come. 

(r) God having provided fome better things for us. The better thing provided for us Chri- 
ftians, which the before-mentioned faints did not enjoy, cannot be the refurreffion from 
the dead, and the being, after that y received into the heavenly 'Jerufalem : fince herein 
we fhall have nothing better than they. The thing therefore tnat we have, which is 
better than what they had, cannot poflibly be any other than our being received into hea- 
ven y and to the injoyment of God immediately upon our leaving this world. That the an- 
tient believers, who lived before the coming of the Meffiah, did not partake of this fa^ 
vour (excepting Enoch and Elias ) feepis to be, at leaft, ftrongly implied in many expreffi- 
ons of the Old Teftament, as Pfal. vi. 5. In death there is no remembrance of thee: in the 
grave who jb all give thee thanks? cxv. 17. *Ihe dead praife not the Lord\ neither any that 
go down into filence, Ifai. xxxviii. 18, 19. %*he grave cannot praife thee: death cannot cele¬ 
brate thee: they that go down to the pit cannot hope^r thy truth . *Ihe living , the living, he 
jb all praife thee. See alfb Job y x. 21,22. xiv. 10, 12. Pfal . xxx. 9. lxxxviii. 10, II, 12. 

Ecchf ix. 5,10. By all thefe texts it leems pretty plain, that, before the coming of Chrift, 
death was a ftate of infenfibility. But as our blefied Saviour carried the penitent thief 
into heaven with him, Luke xxiii. 43. fo he leems to have awaken’d the fouls of all the 
good men that had died before him from the beginning of the world. In this fenfe it 
leems ncceflary to underftand what the apoftle fays, 1 Pet. iii. 19. By which fpirit (or foul 
of Chrift, when feparated from his body) he went and preached unto the fpiritsin prifon ; and 
chap. iv. 6. rfhe gofpcl was preached to them that are dead. This dodtrine is more exprefly 
taught by Hermas y Lib. III. Si mil. 9. cap. 1 6. If they had not thus Jlept after death, till 
the coming of Chrift, it could not have been laid that there was fbmetliing relating to a 
future ftate provided for us bettfr than what was provided for them. I cannot poflibly find 
any meaning to the text now under confideration without fuppofing, that all good Chri- 
ftians immediately on their death (at leaft after a very few moments) enter uppn a ftate of 

thought , 
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not be made happy in heaven, till Chri- us fliould not be made per- 
ftians fhould be there received to happinefs Wherefore teeing we i 

i. with them (s). And therefore ( t ) (feeing we 

Chrillians, 

NOTES. 


thought , fenfbility f and happinefs. If any reader thinks otherwise, I defire him to try to 
paraphrafe the text on his fcheme, and particularly to account for the apoftle’s ufing the 
word, better: and, I luppofe, he will foon be convinced, that his opinion will not confift 
with this expreflion of the apoftle, which plainly teaches, both that the antievt faints did 
pals into a ftate of Jleep y till the coming of Chrift; and that Chrifiians t when they die, 
do immediately pals into happinefs and glory. 

(j) tfhat they without usJbould not be made perfeB. There is no manner of necelfity to 
fuppole that the being made perfeB here mention’d fignifies the refurreBion , and the happi- 
nels that lhall fucceed it. Nay (befides what has been oblerved in the foregoing note) if 
we make, as we ought, the apoftle his own interpreter, it will be moft probable, that he 
here Ipeaks of the happinefs which good men now injoy in heavett y between their death, 
and the relurreCtion, For in the next chapter he fpeaks of the fpirits of jufh men made 
pcrfeCt, v. 23. which are their feparate fouls now in glory. When it is laid, they are 
not made perfeB without us Chriftians, the meaning is, that they were not (excepting only 
Enoch and Elias) admitted into heaven , till after the death of Chrift (whereby the future 
ftate was purchafed) when Chriftians* as fall as they left this world, were admitted thi¬ 
ther alfo. 

This exprefiicn is not connected with that which immediately preceeds it, but with 
the laft claufeof v. 39. lb that the beginning of v. 40. muft be read in a parenthefis thus, 

*fhef(' - received not the promife (God having provided fome better thing for us) that they 

without us might not be made perfeB. The realbn why they did not, till the coming of 
Chrift, receive the lalvation of the lbul that was promiled them, was, that they might 
not be perfeB without us. In the parenthefis the apoftle very pertinently oblerves, that God 
has provided fome better things for us than he had provided for them, with a defign to fhew, 
that wc might well argue from the foregoing lift, that if God would favour them with 
falvation on the account of their faith ; we can have no room to doubt of as great fa¬ 
vour, at leaft. Nay fince God has provided fome better thing for us, we appear to be 
more in his favour; and therefore the argument from their being juftified to our being jufti- 
fied by faith , will be the ftronger. 

From hence it may be farther inferr’d, that we ought with the greater patience and 
courage to indure perfection, fince God has provided fomething better for us chan for 
them. If the antient believers therefore held out againft the temptations of perfection, 
when they expeCted no other, but that death would caft them into a ftate of Jlecp and 
infenjibility , for ought they knew, till the time of the general refurreCtion : much more 
Should we patiently fuffer afflictions, and even death itlelf for the lake of truth, and of 
the Golpel, when we know, that God has promiled us fomething better, viz . that we 
tfhall be conducted to heaven immediately after death, and be there Ipirits of juft men made 
perfeCt, and be with Chrift, which is tar better than either to fleep after Death, or to 
live longer in tins world. 

(?) T otyet^v avs VfJiHt. H^herefore feeing we alfo. This tranflation luppofes, that kou is to 
be joined in conftruCtion with vy.n<. If lb, the lenle of the place would be, therefore 
let us alfo (feeing we are incompafs’d, 8tc.) run with patience , as th<fe believers have done be¬ 
fore us. But I rather luppole, that kou is to be joined in conftruCtion with Totyafw : and 
then it will be a kind of expletive, as it is after J\ic. For <Ato kou does not fignify there¬ 
fore alfo , but merely therefore , or at moft, and therefore , as any one may fatisfy hrmfelf 
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a Ho 9 re compafled about 
with fo great a cloud of 
wirncfles, let us lay afide 
every weight, and the fin 


Chriftians are, as it were, furrounded with 
this great number of believers, as the fpec- 
tators and witnefles of our conduct, who at 
the fame time incourage us to follow the ex¬ 
ample of their faith and patience, that we 
may be hereafter rewarded with them («) 
let us lay afide every thing that would hin¬ 
der us in the way to falyation (w), and that 

fin 


NOTES. 

by turning to Luke i. 35. Rom. i. 24. ir. 22. Htb. xi. 12. xiii. 12. In like manner rot- 
yttfHv koj fhould be render’d and therefore , or, as our tranflators have well put it, where¬ 
fore ; but then the word, alfo t muft be expunged. The word, wherefore , refers to the 
whole preceeding chapter fumm'd up in the parenthefis noted in the paraphrase. 

(*) Are compajfed about with fo great a cloud of witnejfes, It is evident enough that the 
apoflle here alludes to mens running of races ; but it is not as evident , that in writing to 
the Hebrews , who dwelt in Judea , ne borrow'd his fimilies either from the Olympic games 
of Greece , or from thole that were inftituted in imitation of them at Rome ; once, m all 
likelihood his readers had heard nothing of them. Nor is there the lcaft need to think, 
that the apoflle had here any particular view to the Olympic games: fince it cannot be 
doubted but that there were games enough in Judea for him to allude to. No doubt the 
Jews for mere diverfion lometimes ran races as well as other People in other countries. 
Betides the common peoples races, there were folemn games inftituted at Jerufalem t and a 
theater and amphitheater built by Herod , as Jofephus exprcfly tells us, Antiq. Jud. Lab. xv. 
cap. 8. p. <JS8. Edit. Hudfon . Dt Bel Jud. Lib. i. cap. 2 . 1 . p. xocp. 

When fuch races were run, there were many ipeftators, who in all fuch calcs arc ap¬ 
peal’d to as judges to determine, who of the racers won the prize. Thefe Ipeftators are 
call'd whnejfesy oecaufe they teftifted the faB , who of the racers ran beft, and arrived tirll 
at the goal. In dilution hereto the apoflle fays, IVe have witnejfes , i. e. fpe&ators who take 
notice, how we run the race that is let before us. In the lame lenfe the apolllc ulcs the 

word, witnejfes y I *Tim. vi. IX- -— tfbou haft confejfed a good confejfton before many witnejfes. 

So we run the Chriflian race in the view ot many witnejfes . Thcfc witncties arc all the 
believers mention'd in the former chapter. The apollle, by a very handfome figure, re- 
prefents them as having run the race themfelvcs, and as being arrived at the end of it, 
and as there let down taking notice of us while we are running. I do not iuppole him, 
indeed, to mean, that thofc ancient believers do now really know and oblerve what wc 
do : but by his figurative cxprellion he would teach us, that we fhould look to them, 
who have already reach'd to the end of the race, and incourage ourfelvcs to follow their 
example; and at the fame time think how much wc lhouid be alhamed to grow weary or 
loiter, if they were conftantly looking upon us. The apolllc calls them a cloud of wir- 
nefles, becaulc they are many ; in whicn lenfe the word is uled in many antient Authors 
borh Greek, and Latin cited by Grotius t Owen t and Whitby. 

(-u;) Let us lay afide eve>y weight. Such as attempt to run a race take care to lay atidc 
their heavy garments, and every other weighty thing that was about them. Thus wc 
fhould put away from us every tning that would hinder us from improving in goodnefj 
and virtue. He, who is led into fin by ill company % muft leave that company. He, who 
finds his tielhly lulls too ftrong, muft by drift temperance and fclf-dcmal beat down the 
body , and keep it in fubjeftion. He, that loves the world too well, muft labour to with- 

it draw 
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fin in particular which wie are moft in danger 
of committing (jc).} an{ ^ ^ ct us run with pa¬ 
tience, in. a time of perfccution, the Chri- 
ftian race that is fet before us, and hold on 
in the way to heaven, looking to, and imi¬ 
tating Jefus, the leader and captain of be¬ 
lievers, and an example of a perfeft and ne- 
yer-failing faith (jy ), who, for the fake of 

obtaining 


which doth fo eafily befct 
vs, and let us run with pa¬ 
tience the race that is fet be¬ 
fore us, looking untojefus z 
the author and finifher of 
cur faith ; who for the joy 


N 0 T E S. 

draw his affe&ions from it, that he may, with lefs diftraftion and difficulty, ingage in the 
praftice of piety and virtue, and thereby prepare himfelf fbr eternal falyatiori. 

(at) And the Jin which doth fo eafily be fet us. The allufion here is thought to be to a man's 
putting off a long garment, when he is about to run a race ; left it fliould wrap itfelf about 
his legs, fo as to hinder him in running. The application of which ftmile is this, viz,. 
that we fliould particularly fet ourfelves to mortify and fubdue that fin, which we are 
moft apt, and moft inclined to commit. The apoftle feems particularly to mean infidelity, 
which caufes men to grow weary in a time of diftrefs and persecution; and which ne 
thought the Hebrew Cnriftians then particularly in danger ot committing, as appears from 
his labouring to guard them againft it throughout this whole epiftle. 

(y) *fhe author and finijber of our faith. The Englijb reader may perceive that the 
word, our , is not in the original, fince it is printed in a different character from the 
reft of the verfe: nor was there any occafion to infert it. The apoftle does not fpeak 
of our faith, but of the faith, or faith in general. If the apoftle had fpoken here of 
cur faith, it might have been natural enough to fuppofe, that he inrended to caTl 
Chrift, the author of it, provided the word ag^if©" wilt bear £ hat fenfe. But there is no 
need to feek after an unufual meaning of the word in this place. Its conftant fenfe both 
in the New Teftament, and in the Greek verfion of the Old is a captain, or, leader, who 
goes before others, fees them an example, and calls them to follow him. Thus, ABs ill. 
15 Chrift is call’d, th* which our tranflators have render’d, the prince 

of life , i.e. the captain, who goes "before his difciples to eternal life, aud calls them to 
follow him. In the fame fenfe he is call’d ctp^wf©- kcu fajtif, a prince, or a captain, and 
a faviour, chap. v. 51. And he is ftiled, th* ffcojn&etf twTuv, the captain of their 

falvation, Heb . ii. 10. /. e. he leadsthem on foward that fdvaudn and glory', into'whi^h 
he firft enter’d himfelf. In like manner, when he is ftiled ‘rni the true 

rendering appears to be, the capUin of the faith, i. e. he is our lead'd! 1 and forerunner in 
faith, he is the head , or chief or ail the faithful, hp lets us an example 6f believing, and calls 
us to imitate him herein, and matches as our 'captaifi before us in fighting the good fight 
of faith. There is but one place in the Old Teftament that is, as to the whole expref^ 
fion (tho* as to the fingle word, there are many) parallel to this, viz. Micdb i. 

13. where Lachijh is call’d, the beginning of the fin to the daughter of .Zion, in Greek , 
ttyLafTtae, the captain or leader of fin : by which is undoubtedly meant, that Lachijh fet Zion 
an example of finning, and drew it to an imitation ; that Lachijh march'd in the front, likeig 
rattain, in the wa^ of fin, and led on Zion in the fame path. ' Thtis Chrift, as the captqift 
tf believers, mafchds in the front in the way of faith, and leads them on in. the fampw^jr. 
To confirm this interpretation of J th£ words it muft be obfetved, that in'the only places 
wherein the word ap^tjQ/©' is ufed in the Apocrypha, it m'uft be underftood in the fame 
fenfe. Thus, 1 Maccab'. IX. 61. ctgvwyw tk KoMtctu call'd by our tranflators, authors of 
f| - ' "' that 
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that was let before him, obtaining the reward of joy and glory, and 

fing ur th d c Aamefand^ei exaltation tO be lord of all, which was pro¬ 
down at the right hand of rnifed him, and prefented to his view, was 
the throne of God. For con tented to indure all the pains of cruci- 

fuch contradiction of fin- fixion, which was the condition or his re¬ 
ceiving this reward; and 1 'who on the account 
of it defpifed and undervalued the lhame 
that--was done him of crucifying him as if 
he had been a malefa&or, and of the loweft 
rank of men jj and', has now obtained the 
pro'mifed and expected reward, being feated on 
the throne of God at God’s right hand ( jiy ) 
inverted with the authority of king of the 
world. I have well exhorted you to run the 
Chriftian race with patience after the exam¬ 
ple of Jefus. For confider how he indured 3 . 
■,ir with patience fucH contradiaion and reproach 

v -i 1 " 1 ' from 

• " 1 

NOTES. 

that mijchiefy were realty the j*rjl y and chiefs or the ringleaders 'm it. Accordingly Jofephut 
calls them tb* the chief J the hactors; who let the example, and led 6n others to 

the wickedneft, p. 55 Edit. Htfdfoj. j 4 Je$andtr )&\ call’d cLfyity©: Koyeee vtKW, ch. x. 

47, which our tranflators have render’d* the frjl that entreated of true'peace with thenty i. e. 
he made the firft offers of entering inrd a leagCie with them, and thereby, tho* without 
defign, induced Demetrius alio to make them offers of doing the fame. Alexander was fore- 
moft in the affair, fet the example, and led on Demetrius to an imitation. Thus Chrift 
is the captain, or leader of the faith , becaiile he goes before us therein, and calls us to 
follow his example; he himlelt is a believer^ and he is the captain of all the faithful. 

It is next-to be confideF’d, in w ( hat fenfe Chrift is call'd, TiKe.u\ns tm' ntrsw, theji - 
nijh'er of the faith'. The ineaning feems to be, that he beldfaji his faith, or per fevered there¬ 
in! to the end ; that his faith was peiftft in degree and that he completely jtnijb'd his 
courfe of faith. This lenle of the expreflion is the moil natural that' can be put upon it. 

I cannot indeed find an expreflion that is cxaftly parallel to it. But from the ule of the 
verb Tz\&oet> we may eafily account *for this 6xpreflion. As re x&m&w ifyov fignifies, I 
willfnijh the worky Job. iv. 34. So TiK&cStw i^y* would neceflarily figmfy afiiijber of 
the worky or one who does all the work-that is required of him. In luce manner, as g 
/r/r/f fignifies, faith is made perfeUy or is complcated, James ii. 22. So reAew- 

7»tf riif muft anfwerably figniiy aperfetter of faith , or one who exerciles a com¬ 

plete and ptrfeB faith, and perfeveres thereuvto the death. The lame may be confirm’d 
from the ule of the word Ezek. xxvii. ij. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 

Since then Jefus is our captain and leader ip point of faith, and his faith was perfeft 
both in degree and duration, it muft be our duty to look to him as our pattern, to fol¬ 
low him as our leader, to obey him as our captain,, and to imitate his example in the beft 
manner we can. 

£ yy ) *lhr<me of God. See Rtv. iii. 21. K 2 
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from finners againft himfelf as you meet with; ne ” ag»«nft himfelf, left 
that fo ye may not grow weary in well-do- in your mind*/ 
ing, or luffer your faith and good refolutions 
to faint in a time of perfecution and tempta¬ 
tion ; but being ftedfaft to the end, may be 
rewarded and crown'd with him. 


Sect. XVI. 

i * i 

Chap. XII. 4.—13. 


CONTENTS. 

lr * 

T HE chief defign of what the apoftle fays in this portion of 
his epiftle is the fame as he had in view in the preceeding, 
•vtz. to incourage the Hebrew Chriftians to retain the faith and 
pra&ice of the Gofpel, notwithftanding the evils they fuffer’d 
for it. To this he before incouraged them by the examples of 
others, who had patiently fuffer'd for truth and virtue, efpeci- 
ally of Chrift. Now he adds, that as the Hebrews were not yet 
call’d out to fuffer to the death, they ought to look on their 
fufferings as chaftifements of a father’s hand, and patiently indure 
them for two reasons; both becaufe every father correfts his chil¬ 
dren \ and becaufe God always defign’d to promote their wel¬ 
fare by chaftifing them. If others did not faint, when they fuf- 
fer’d to the death in the caufe of truth and virtue, much lefs 
fhould the Hebrew Chriftians faint, when they were not call’d 
to rejiji tinto blood , or to lay down their lives for the Gofpel. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

4. Several of thofe believers whom I have Ye have n^r yet refilled 
now recommended to you as examples, par- umo blood « Mvin - a E iUnft 
ticularly Chrift Jefus, fuffer’d as far as death 
for the fake of doing their duty j but in 

your 
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j fin. And ye have forgot- 
gotten the exhortation 
which fpeaketh unto you 
as unto children, My ton, 
defpilc not thou the chaft- 
ning of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art re- 
6 baked of him: For whom 
thfc Lord loveth he chalk 
nctfi, and (courgeth every 
Ton whom he reccivcth. 


your ftriving againft the temptations, which 
you are under to the fin of apoftafy from 
Chriftianity, you have not yet been call’d 
forth to die (tho’ you have fuffer’d the fpoil- 
ing of your goods) on the account of your 
adherence to it: wherefore you will be the 
moire inexcufable if you faint, and draw back. 
And can ye have forgotten (z) the exhor¬ 
tation which is given you by the wile man, 
who fpeaketh to you, as his children, fay¬ 
ing, “ My fon, take heed you do not, on- 
“ the one hand, overlook and defpife the 
“ chaftnings wherewith the Lord corre&s 
“ you j nor do you, on the other hand,fo/»r 
“ and dejfair , when he rebukes you ? for 
“ God your heavenly father chaftens all 
“ thofe whom he loves, and foourgeth every 
“ fbn, or daughter, whom he owns under 
“ thefe relations (a). If then God chaftiles 


you^ 





NOTES. 


(i) K eu T rtf t r&gctxKMt6)< y and ye have forgotten the exhortation. I cannot per¬ 

suade myfelf that the apoftle here defign’d to accufe the Hebrews of having forgotten this 
exhortation of the Scriprure. It is more likely he defign’d this paffage Should be read< 
by way of £>ufjlicn y And have ye forgotten the exhortation ? It is well known by all mailers 
of the GryfJllanguage, that it is very common therein for an interrogation to be ex«^ 
prefi’d in the very fame words (and thofe placed exaftly in the lame order too) as a di- 
re& affertion; as for inftance, ^crird/tTi or/, Matth. ix. 28. Mark. xi. 24. try 
fch. ix. 35. fames ii. 19. <t Xeis*©", Gat. ii. 17, 21. ov t©- 0 if© - , fob, ix. 19, 20. 

•oX fcr/, Job* x. 34. AHs i. 7. The context then muft determine in all fuch cafes.. 

(4) And fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth, The apoflle, in this whole citation from 
Prov. iii. 11, 12.. renders the Hebrew exadliy as the old Greek tranflaror did before him, 
as his tranflation (lands in the Alexandrian MS. excepting only that that old tranflator 
omitted the word, my y after fon , in the beginning of the citation. But the apoflle was 
undoubtedly right in reading, My fon y partly becaufe the nature of the expreflion requires 
that the word, my, fhould not be omitted, and partly bccaufe it is retain’d not only in 
the Hebrew text, but alio in the Latin y Syriac y and Chaldee verfions, in the verfion of 
Acjuila, and in the Arabic , which being made from the LX it in this book of the Pro- 
verbs, fhew.s, that it was originally retain’d by the LXX too. But tho’ the apoftle’s 
citation agrees thus well with the Greek verfion, commonly call’d that of the Seventy,? ct 
it does not throughout agree with the Englifb tranflation of the prefent Hebrew text. The 
difference lies in the lift claufe. The Hebrew, as pointed by the modem Jews, and as 
reprefented in the old Latin , and in our Englifb tranflation, (lands thus, Even as a father 
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If ye endure chaftening, 7 
Goa dcaleth with you as 
with Ions: for what Ion is 
he whom the father chalb- 
neth not ? But if ye g 
be without chaftifement, 
whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye baftards and 
not Tons. Parthermore we < 
have had fathers of our 5 
flefli, which corrected us, 
and we gave them reve¬ 
rence : ftiall we not much 
rather be in fabjeftion un¬ 
to the father of Ipirits, and 


PARAPHRASE . 

you, he therein treats, wife and good 

fathers ufe to treat theic children: for what 

i ' * ' ' ' < ' ( 

child isi there,, whom, hid father , doth not 
chaften,when he fees occalion for it ? If there¬ 
fore ye (hould be without chaftifement,where¬ 
of every wife father makes all, his; own,chil« . 
dren partakers, whehi he. fees it heedful, youtt 
would be neglected, as a man negle&s a Q>u-; 
rious breed, which his wife conceived by 
adultery, and not treated as a father treats 
his own children, that are of his owii beget¬ 
ting. Wherefore, fince Go^ by chaftening 
you treats you as his own children, yod' 
ought patiently to, bear, his ■ cha&ifepients.' 

.Befides, they, who were our fathers, accord¬ 
ing to the flefh, have often corrected/ usyand 
we reverenced them, and patiently bore' their* ■ 
chaitnings :. fhoiild we not then much’ rather ; 
fubmit to.. God- who is the creator, and fa-' 
ther of our fouls, and thereby fecure to our- 

felves 

‘ T ’ % - 

\ * 

N O X E & 

the fort in whom he delighteth. The Greek agrees with the apoftle in reading, And fcourgeth 
every fon whom he receiveth. The Arabic vetfion differs very little, which is, And fcourgetb. 
tvery fon whom he Joveth. The Chaldee and tyriac have it, And as a father who fcourgetb 
his fon. The Arabic , Syriac y and Chaldee agree with the LXX and the apoftle in tranfla- 
ting fcourgeth ; which' is, render’d, as a father t in the Ldtin y and Englifi. The dif¬ 
ference here is mainly as to tranjlating j for all the tranflators leem to have read the. 
iame Hebrew words in their copies, as we now find in the prelent original text. For 
fignifies either, and as a father, or, andfeasirgeth. And run 1 fignifies either, he delighteth ' 
in y or, he receiveth. There is fofficient realon to determine in favour of the tranflation 
given us by the LXX, and the apoftle ; fince according to their rendring the Hebrew text 
is complete ; whereas according to the other tranflation the word muft be luppofed _ 

to be omitted. And it is more natural to lay in this place, He fcourgeth every fon whom he 
receiveth, or adopteth, than, He fcourgeth every fon whom he loveth ; lince he is here ' 
plainly fuppoled to love every fon without'exception. Some, I perceive, would choofe to 
iuppole, thatthere is one letter omitted in the- Hebrew text, viz - Jod y thinking that we 
fhould read but there does not appear to be any manner or' neceflity for this, in 

as much as 3*01 makes it as good Grammar . There is, perhaps, one word omitted in the 
prelent copies of the Hebrew text, viz- io every ; He fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth . 
This word is .retain’d by the Greek , the Arabic , and the apoftle, who do not ufe to add 
^uch a word to the text.. Yet, on the other hand, iris certain, if they did not find 
this word in their copies of the Original, they added nothing to the fenfi by inferring the 
word in this place. 
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io live 1 For they verily for {elves that eternal life, which he has appoint- 

afcr W thdr S own pleafure • ed to be the inheritance of all his dutiful 
bur he for our profit, that childreh ? Nay we ought much more to fub- 
we might be partakers of ^ t0 God than to them : for they, during 

chaftning for the prefent the time ot our iniancy, chalten d us as they 
feemeth to be joyous, but fbmetimes, perhaps, without caufe, 

^nvar^ it^yL^de^h '’the or beyond meafnre : but otlr heavenly father 
peaceable fruit of rigine- j n chaining u£ always defignfc and endea- 

vourf to promote oar real Benefit and ad- 

12 Wherefore lift up the vantage, even thkt we may become more 
hands which hang down, him ih holinefs, and io be more fitted to 

13 and the feeble knees. And , „ ■ • , , \ . - : Ti n * 

enjoy nihi in i another world. It mult be 
owfttt inde'ed that iafflidtibi) in itfelf, and du¬ 
ring iti cdtititlMncb, is.not 1 matter of joy, but 
rather caufeth grief dtid fotrow (b) : yet 
however, afterward it brings forth the fruit 
of righteoufnefs, holinefs, peace, and joy, in 
: : them that ate exercifed therewith. Where¬ 

fore let us mcourage ourfelves with the hope 
and expe&ation of this bleffed fruit, in run¬ 
ning the Chriftiari race that is fet before us: 
and as a man cannot hope to fucceed in run- 

_ .nmg a race,"” when he is tired, and through 

wearinefs his hands fall down, and his knees 
ar^We^&v but iftfuft/in order to his fucceed- 
ing, and finilhing the race, have his fpirits. 
rais'd, that he, may npt feel his wearinefs, 
that fo his' hands' may be vigorous, and his 
knees firm, and ftrengthen'd : fo, when you 
feeih to begin to re Weary in the Chriftian 
. . race,, you muft revive and- incourage your 

", ” J/ .. id . faith a^iid hopfe, and. not Fuffer your minds to 

11 * “ " J '"‘Yaiht under affliction. And as they \v%o 

are about to run a race, fhould before-hand 

take 

NO T E S. 

(b) O v o\ok& was, feemeth not to be joyous. The word, S.o nei, feemeth, is here 

an expletive, as it is chip, iy. i. Mark x. 41. Luke viii. 18. 


PARAPHRASE, 


ch. xir. 


..1 *.> . 


J/ ! a- 
.C. r .io :( ‘ •' ^ • '.s 
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take care to make the path plain, and to make ftraight paths for your 
throw out of it all ftumbling blocks {bb) y left .Jrf the 

if their knees are fomewhat feeble, and they way, but let it rather be 
a little lame, thofe Humbling blocks Ihould healed ‘ 
turn them out of the way, or caufe them to 
fall} and ought withal to labour to cure 
their lamenefs, and their feeble knees: lb ye 
Chriftians Ihould remove out of your way all 
thofe things which tend to hinder you in the 
praftice of piety and virtue j left temptati¬ 
ons ihould draw you alide, and prevent your 
attaining to eternal lalvation : and when you 
find you have, in any degree, begun to grow 
weary of well doing, immediately labour to 
cure yourfelves of this diftemper. 

NOTES. 

{bb) T &X tei< J straight paths . The apoflle does nor mean luch paths as hare no 
turnings, or windings, in them. For when ways are thus crooked, we cannot well make 
them firait. But he fpeaks of ways that are fmo*th y in oppofition to iuch as are rmggtd , 
and fill'd with (tumbling blocks . In this fenfe is the expreuion uied, in the Grtek tranfla- 
tion of the Old Testament, Prcv. iv. is, 12. xi. 5. xii. 15. Jtrtm. xxxi. p. 


Sect. XVII. 

Chap. XII. 14.-—XIII. aj. 
CONTENTS. 

T HIS fe&ion contains practical rules and exhortations, 
with the apoftle’s concluding faUitatton and good wilhes. 
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Chap. XII. 

C O NT ENTS. 

I N this part of the fe&ion the apoftle exhorts the Hebrew 
Chriftians to the exercife of univerfal peace with believing 
Gentiles as well as believing Jews , and to the pra&ice of holi- 
nefs, that lo they might not fail of an intereft in the favour and 
mercy of God revealed in the Gofpel. He fets home this ex¬ 
hortation by obferving, that they were not now called to the 
profeffion and privileges of Judaifm , but of Christianity, and 
that therefore they ought to live in peace with all Chriftians , 
and to receive the uncircumcifed believers into their communion 
in a peaceable manner, and to keep themielves interefted in the 
favour of God by the pra&icc of fin cere and univerfal holinefs. 
Under the defcription, which the apoftle here gives of Judaifm, 
and Chriftianity, he particularly takes notice of thofe differences 
between them, which fhew, that the law fpoke nothing but ter¬ 
ror , while the Gofpel reveals the divine Grace , and that the 
privileges and fociety, to which the Gofpel calls us, oblige us 
to be holy and peaceable , as a necefTary condition of our injoy- 
ing God in the world to come. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 

14 Follow peace wuh all Jfe careful, as much as lies in you, to pre- 14 

men, and holineis, with- ~ . , , .. ... 

out which no man lhall lerve peace in the church ; maintain it with 
15 fee the Lord : looking di- all men, and receive the uncircumcifed be- 

h Jy 7 lie vers as well as the circumciied in a peace¬ 

able manner to your communion, k as Fellow- 
Chriftians : and labour to improVe in holi¬ 
nefs, without which no man fhall be admit¬ 
ted to injoy God in his heavenly kingdom 
hereafter; taking heed left any one, by an ij. 
unpeaccable, and unholy carriage, cut him- 
felf off from an intereft in the efpecial love 
r L and 

j 
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and favour of God, which is offered in the 
Gofpel; left as a bitter or poifonous herb 
growing in a garden would be noxious, and 
perhaps taint other herbs that grow near it, 
lb there Ihould arife any perfon among you 
who Ihould teach unpeaceable, dividing, un¬ 
charitable, and impure doftrines, and there¬ 
by difturb the church of Goo, and defile 
the fouls and morals of many Chriftians (c), 
left there fhould be any whoremonger (d), or 
any fuch profane perfon as Efau, who for one 
mefs of meat (e) fold his birth-right (ee)\ left 

there 


of the grace of God; left 
any root of bitcemeft 
fpringing up trouble ycu f 
and thereby many be de¬ 
filed : left there be any 
fornicator, or profane per¬ 
fon, as Efau, who for one 
morfel of meat fold his. 


NOTES. 

(0 M»t r/* eeiTtf 'wtKcxec.'j « ipywcat Left any foot of Utternefs fpringing up trouble 

you. It is very true, as Commentatolrs have obforved, that we have almoft the fame 
words with thefe in the old Greek ver/ion of Deut. xxix. 18. Mh tic iv vfj.iv ei^et 
ttvQ <pvx<?A zv X oKiU The -Alexandrian copy indeed here has it, as in the epiftle 
to the Hebrew Sy eyop^Aii, as Dr. Grale oblerves in the margin of his edition. But poflibly 
that reading was derived thither from the New Teftament. Grotius y MJly &c. fuppofe, 
that the apoftle originally writ e? with gaily and that tranfcribers afterward alter’d 

it into tvo’xKHy trouble you. But this feems to be more than unlikely, becaufe all the MSS 
and Verfions, without one exception, agree in the prefent reading. And there is no reafon 
to alter this text in conformity to that in Deuteronomy , fince the apoftle does not cite it, 
Tmt only ufes fo much of the language of that fcripture, as was to his prefent purpofe. 
He might therefore in this cafe, alter, add, or leave out, as he faw fit. In this way do 
all Chriftians unblamably mingle fome expreflions of the Scripture among their own, 
with fome variation of words. 

(^) Mw r/f 'srofv©-, left there be any fornicator. Perhaps many Englijb readers imagine, 
that the apoftle here fpeaks only of that fin, which in our language is call’d, fornication r 
viz. unlawful converfation between an unmarried man, and an unmarried woman. But 
the truth is, the Greek word, -srofp©-, frgnifies any one that is guilty of any kind of 
whoredom, be it fornication, adultery* or inceft. A married woman is faid to be guilty 
©f 'srofvtict, which furely is not fornication, but aduhery y Matth . v.. 32. xix. 9. Accord¬ 
ingly, 'irofy&a., and are ufed to fignify the fame crime, Rev. ii. zi, zz. Ilo^ 

veuct fignihes inceft t I Cor. v. 1. T[o?vn fignifies a common Jlrumpet t Rev.xvii. 1, 2. xviii. 3. 
So that the words iliould have been render’d, Left there be any whoremonger, &c. The 
apoftle defign’d to guard them againft felling into any kind of whoredom, whether it be 
fornication, adultery, or inceft. 

(0 Bfwo-saf fj.td.tj one morfel of meat. In the Greek it is only, for one eating , or for one 
meal. As it was a difh of pottage, one mefs of meat is a better rendring than one morfel. 
See the Hiftory, Gen. xxv. 29, &c. 

(fc) Sold his bright-right. It is needful here to inquire, JFhat was Efaus birth-right; 

and wherein lay the profanenefs of felling it ? 

Some have fancied, that his birth-right, and the common birth-right of all eldeft foils 
was the prieftkoody and fo that he fold the priefthood. But there is no proof of this notion 1 
and it is a clear cafe, that the younger brothers, fuct as Abe\ } and Abraham t offer'd fi¬ 
eri fices 
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t7 birthright. For ye know there ftiould be any among you, that will 

part with his inter eft in God's favour, and 
the inheritance of God's children for the fake 

of 


NOTES. 


crifices as well as, and during the life of, the firft-bom. Efau's birth-right was not, as 
has been hitherto (iippofed, merely the extraordinary privileges and portion common to all 
eldeft Tons, above their brothers; but alfo, and chiefly a very peculiar and uncommon pri¬ 
vilege, which was to be granted by Ifaac to him whom he Ihould efteem to be his elded 
fon; in which the elded ions of other men have no manner of (hare, and to which they 
can claim no right by birth, except the elded Ions of lbme monarchy. 

We may dilcover Efau* s birth-right by confidering the blejjlng , which his father Ifaac 
defignd for him upon the account of his being the firft-born, which he thus expred'd, 
God give thee of the dew of beaven y and the fatnefs of the earthy and plenty of corn and wine: 
let people ferve thee , and nations bow down to thee : be lord over thy brethren , and let thy mother's 
fons bow down to thee: curfed be every one that curfeth thee % and blejfed be he that bfejfeth tbee f 
Gen. xxvii. 28, 29. That there was fomething extraordinary contain’d in this blefling, 
which was to be peculiar to him that injoy'd the birth-right , is evident from the vafl con¬ 
cern Efau was afterward under, when he perceived that his brother Jacob had by craft 
taken away this blefling from him, v. 54. and from the great concern that Ifaac alio ex- 
prels’d, when he found he had been deceived , and had given the blefling to Jacoby which 
he had defignd for Efau his flrfl-born y v. 33. This extraordinary thing which was peculiar 
to him that injoy’d the birth-right or had a right to the blefling intended for ihc flrfl born 
fon of Ifaac t w as that lie fhould be lord over his brethren. On this (ingle thing Ifaac laid the 
drels, v . 37. Ifaac faid unto Efati y Behold , I have made Jacob thy Jord: and all his bre¬ 
thren have I given him for (ervants. This is all that was peculiar in the blefling to be pro¬ 
nounced on Ifaac s flrfl born Ion. The younger was to lhare with him in the blefling of 
plenty . For as Ifaac promifed Jacob (taking him to have been his eldefl Ion) the dew of 
lcaven y and the fatnefs of the earthy and plenty of corn and wine , v. 28, 37. fo he promiled 
to Efau (who was put oft with the blefling of the younger Ion) that his dwelling Jbould be of 
the fatnefs of the earthy and of the dew of heaven from above y v. 39. in which promife plenty 
of corn and wine is neceflarily included : fo that, in this refpetty he, who injoy’d the birth- 
righr, had no pre-eminence above his brother. All the advantage the Scripture exprefly 
lakes notice of is, that lie, who injoy’d the birth-right, Ihould be, lord over his brother. As 
Efau was the flrfl born, he had originally a right to all the privileges of the firft born fon 
cf Ifaacy particularly to his father’s chief blefling. But he lold away his right to rhis chief 
blefling, and to all the happy confequences of it, for a mere trifle, to his younger bro¬ 
ther, who thereupon became intitled to them. 

The profanenefs of Efau's t management on this occafion lay in his defpiflng this blefling 
of being lord over his brethreny and the great advantages of liberty and dominion. If he had 
retained his birth-right, he would not have been condemn’d to ferve his brother; nor 
would his pefterity have been mad zflaves to the children of Ifrael. But Efau defpiftd his 
native libertyy and (old himfclt and his poftcrity into a ftate of JIaveryy for one me(s of 
pottage. This was vaftly more profane, impious, and immoral than the men of Jlavijh prin¬ 
ciples can polflbly imagine. ’ If a man is aflave t he muft do as his mafter requires; but if 
he is free t he can (erve Goo, and do good in the world without diftra&ion. It muft 
then be a very profane thing for men to throw up their natural liberty into the hands of a 
tya)it ; and they are bound in conlcicnce ro maintain their juft liberties as long as poflibly 
they can. For farther application (cc the paraphrafe on this verle, and what is afterward 
jaid on v. 23. note (y). 
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of injoyine the good things of this prefent ^wjthat afterward, when 

,. r r\ |*| he would have inherited 

17. life • take heed, I fey, not to act like pro- the blefling, he was re¬ 

fane EfaUy fince ye know, that after he had jetted: for he found no 

fold his birth-right,he would have been glad {JwnTtoKy with 

to have inherited the blefling to which he tears. For ye are not come 18 

was thereby intitled, but that then his fa¬ 
ther Ifaac rejected his requeft : for he could 
not perfuade his father to alter his purpofe, 
and to reftore him the blefling, which was 
given away to Jacob (/), tho' he fought 
it with diligence, and with tears. In like 
manner, if you give up your birth-right, 
you cannot but expeft, that God will de¬ 
prive you of it y and not repent of his fen- 
tence of condemnation pafs'd upon you r 
with how many tears foever you may de- 
18* fire him to revoke it. Follow peace (I fay) 
with all men, both Jewifo and Gentile be¬ 
lievers, and fall not away from God's grace : 
for remember, you are no longer Jews , 
but are Chriftians • you are not come to 
mount Sinai, where the law was given to 

the 


NOTES. 

(/) He found no place of repentance . Some very great men, it muft be own’d, have in¬ 
terpreted this expreflion, as if it fignified, that Efaus repentance was not accepted. But 
it leems very plain, on the other hand, that however true this is in itfelf, yet it is not 
here intended by the apoftle, and that he does not here fpeak of repentance in Efau , bur 
of repentance that was fought for in Ifaac . When Efau came to his father, he found 
that Jacob had been there before him, and ftolen away the chief blefling, which was 
originally defign’d for Efau. Upon this, no doubt, Efau wifh’d, that his father would 
revoke the bleiling given to Jacoby and beftow it upon himfelf. But Ifaac was fo far from 
repenting of what he had done, that he perffied in it, faying, I have blejfed him y and he 
fhall be blejfed y Gen . xxvii. 33. Upon this tne Scripture tells us, Efau begg’d his father 
for the blefling : but neither prayers nor tears would avail: the blefling given to Jacob 
was not to be recalled. 

Some have thought, the apoftle here meant, that Efau could not perfuade himfelf to re¬ 
pent of the folly of felling his birth-right. But this is evidently a miftake. For Efau 
could not pofllbly mifs repentance, -when he fought it in himfelf carefully , and with tears. 
Befidcs, what was it be fought with tears ? Is there any hint in the hiftory of Mofet y that 
Efau fought to bring himfelf to repent of his own folly ? No. He did attually repent of 
this: and his tears were defign'd to induce Us father to alter his purpole, or to repent ot 
His defign of giving the chief blefling to. Jacob. 
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unto the mount that might 
be touched, and that burn¬ 
ed with fire, nor unto 
blacknefs, and darknels, 
ip and tempeft,and the found 
of a trumpet, and the voice 
of words, which ‘voice they 
that heard, intreated that 
the word ihould not be 
Ipoken to them any more: 
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the Jews alone (g), a mountain on earth 
that was capable of being felt (b ): you are 
not by the Gofpel call'd to mount Sinai filled 
with flaming fire,furrounded with blacknefs, 
and darknefs, and attended with tempefts (/), 
and to the found of the angel’s trumpet, and 
to the voice which fnoke the ten command¬ 
ments : upon the heaijing of which the peo¬ 
ple defired that not aXvord more might be 

Ipoken to them in that Ihocking and tremen- 

Hons. 
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(g) For ye are not come unto the mount . V Whit here follows was defign’d as a realbn to 
confirm the preceeding advice, viz- That they fhould follow peace with all men, and con¬ 
tinue in the grace of GOD, v. 14, I 5. The motive hereto is this, in ihort, becaufeye are 
not come to Sinai , but to Sion. You muft maintain peace with, and receive to your commu¬ 
nion, not only your brouher Jews, but alfb the uncircumcifed believers, becaule you are 
not come (as your anceftors once did") to mount Sinai , where the Law was given to none 
but the Jews , who were then made God's peculiar people, while others were pafs’d by, 
Exod. xix. 5. but you are come to mount Sion. If you were now again come to mount Si¬ 
nai, i. e. if Chrift had made you Jews , ye might pofUbly think yourlelves exculed from 
an obligation to receive to your communion, and to follow peace with, any more than 
your own brethren of the houle of Ifrael. But as you are made Chriflians , and come to 
mount Sion , to which all believers appertain, you muft equally regard all thefe as your 
brethren, whether call'd from among the Jews , or the Gentiles. And when the apoftle 
exhorted them not to fall from the grace or favour of God, v. 15. he thereby reprelented 
the Gofpel as the difpenfation of the grace of God. He now lets himlelf to prove this by 
obferving, that the law fpoke nothing but terror , v. 18.—21. w'hereas the Gofpel dilcovers 
abundant grace, particularly a mediator, his atoning blood, the happincls of heaven, and 
the eternal glories of the New Jerufalem , v. 22.—24. And every thing the apoftle fays 
concerning thefe two different ftates will be found to anfwer one or other, and often both 
of his pnrpolcs, viz . to excite the Hebrews to follow peace with all men, and to continue in 
the grace of Gor. 

(?) Jhat might be touch'd. The apoftle does not mean, that it was lawful or allowed, 
that the Ifraelites fhould touch this mount, while the law was giving: for he obferves 
this was jot bidden , v. 20. but that it was a real, corporeal , earthly mountain, which was in 
itfelf capable of* being touch'd or felt, while mount Sion is a fpiritual thing that cannot be 
felt. 

(/') Jhat burned with fire, nor unto blacknefs, and darknefs, and tempefl. There is no man¬ 
ner of inconfiftency in the apoftle’s reprefenting mount Sinai, a s burning with fire at the 
fame time as there was blacknefs and darknefs ; for a thick fmoke will make a cloud thar fhall 
furround, and almoft conceal the flame from view. Accordingly Mofes tells us, there 
was at that time a cloud and fmoke on the mount, Exod. xix. 16, 18. Dent. iv. 11. This 
terror was fuiued to the law, as it was not a dilpenfation of grace, Job. i. 1 dtts xiii. 
39. Gal. iii, 3. 
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dous manner (k). They defired this, becaufe 
they could not bear the feverity of the com¬ 
mand given on that occafion, viz. That if fo 
much as a beajl Jhould touch the mount, while 
God was there, it Jhould be Jloned (/). And 
the appearances, at that time, were lo very 
dreadful, that even Mofes himfelf laid, I ex¬ 
ceedingly fear and tremble (m). We are not, 


(For they could not en- 20 
dure that which was com¬ 
manded, And if fo much 
as a beaft touch the moun¬ 
tain, it ihall be ftoned, or 
thruft through with a dart. 
And fo terrible was the 21 
fight, that Mofes faid, I ex¬ 
ceedingly fear and quake). 


NO T E S. 


(fc) Intreated that the word fljould not be fpoken to them any more. It muft not be thought 
that the apoftle intended here to reprefent the Ifraelites , at the time of giving the law, as 
defiring that God would not in any way whatfoever make known any farther commandments 
to them. All that they here defired was, that God would not any more fpeak to them 
with a voice from heaven , in that awful and tremendous manner as he had done in delivering 
the firft ten of his commandments to them. Still they were willing to hear the reft of his 
commandments, only intreating, that they might be made known to them in a milder 
and more gentle way. Their own words to Mofes on this occafion were, Speak thou with 
us, and we will hear : but let not God fpeak with us, left we die, Exod. xx. 19. Go thou near, 
and hear all that the Lord cur God jball fay ; and fpeak thou unto us 'all that the Lord our God 
Jhall fpeak unto thee: and we will hear it and do it, Deut. v. 27. 

(/) It Jhould be Jloned, or thrujl through with a dart. The place ih Mofes*s hiftory, to 
which the apoftle here refers, is Exod. xix. 13. where it is commanded, ffhere Jball not a hand 
touch the mount , but he Jhall Jurely be Jloned, or Jbot through , whether it be beajl or man. This 
appeared to the Ifraelites to be very fevere, and increas’d their terror. 

The latter circumftance of the beaft’s being to be thrujl through with a dart , does not 
feem to have been mention’d by the apoftle, fince it is omitted in the oldeft and bcft 
Greek copies of this epiftle ; in the Latin , Syriac, Coptic , Arabic , and AEthiopic verfions; 
and in the commentaries of the Greek wrirers. Tho’ if it had been inferted by the apo¬ 
ftle, he would have done nothing odd, fince the thing is certainly true. However, it be¬ 
comes us to keep the text as pure and unmix’d as wc poffibly can, and not to add 3 word 
to it, or take a word from it, but to leave it exactly as it was firft written. 

(w) Mofes faid , I exceedingly fear and quake There is no difficulty in finding out the 
meaning of thefe words. But it is needful here to inquire, How they can be reconciled 
with Exod. xx. 20. and whence the apoftle learnt this fact, which is not at all mention’d 
in the Old Teftamenc? In anfwer to this latter inquiry, it may be laid, that polfibly the 
apoftle learnt this fa£t by tradition from his anceftors, as he did the names of Jamies and 
Jamhrcs , 2 'Iim. iii. 8. Ifaiab's being fawn afundcr, &c. Or elfe, it is very polfible, that 
this matter was once mention’d in the Old Teftajnent, but has fince, by the careleflnefs 
of JewiJh tran (bribers, been dropt, like fome other paflages cited, Mattb. ii. 23. Luke xi. 
49. Job. vii. 38. Ephef v. 14. 'James iv. 5. Be it how it will, this is abfolutely certain, 
that the apoftle had fuff dent authority for aflerting this fadt: fince he prefumed to men¬ 
tion it in an epiftle to the Jews, who had a vajl regard for the character and honour of 
Mofes ; and who therefore would have been vehemently inraged with the apoftle if he had 
falfely acculed Mofes of this^r. 7 hey knew, the account was juft: elfe the apoftle durjl 
not have mention’d it, left it fttould have ruin’d his credit with them, and have prejudiced 
his own caufe. 


It 



H E B R E W S. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 

“ 2SJ*aS-dZ>"K >r. Chr ? mad '>r- or caUedt0 *= 

dilpenlation of terror : bat we are made 
Chriftians, and admitted to partake of God's 
grate : we are come to mount Sion y from 
whence the Gofpel of God's grace proceed- 
eth ( n) y and to the city of the eyer-living 

God, 


NO T E S. 

It has been ask’d, How can this account of Mofes's laying, I exceedingly fear and quake , 
be reconciled with Exod. xx. 20. where we read, that Alofes /aid to the people , Fear not? 
The true anlwer is, that A'fofes might be afraid at one time, tho* he was not at another, 
jffter the ten commandments were pronounced, and the voice from heaven ceafed, while 
yet the people's fears were not quite fupprels’d, Mofes faid to them, Fear rtot y and then 
drew near to the thick darknefs y where God was y v.z\. Yet, before this, when the thun¬ 
ders and lightnings began y when the found of the trumpet was exceeding loud , when mount 
Sinai was altogether in a fmoke y and quaked greatly; at that time, I lay, Mofes might be 
affe&ed with tear and trembling; and may well be fuppolcd, to have faid to God what 
the apoftle here repeats. For Atofes himlelf tells us, that at this time he did jpeak to God, 
Exod. xix. 19. When the voice of the trumpet founded long y and waxed louder , Mofes Ipake, 
and God anfwered him by a voice. What was it that Mofes fpake at this time ? It is natural 
enough to think, one part at leaft of what he laid was, I exceedingly fear and tremble . And 
then we need not doubt, but that God’s anfwer incouraged him, and removed his fears. And 
it is no way unlikely, that this faying of Mofes was originally inferted in this very place 
of the hiftory, tho' lince dropt in all copies and vernons of Exodus, uJfter this God 
called A'fofes to the top of the mount, and he went up, v. 20. From thence, after lome 
time, he defeended to the people, to charge them to keep their diftance while God Ihould 
fpeak the law. Then the ten commandments were deliver’d : the people were terrified, 
and Mofes y being himlelf now grown fearlels, exhorts them to lay afide their fears. Tho’ 
he was afraid and trembled in the beginning y at the firfi appearance of the terrors on mount 
Sinai y yet when he had been up there himfelf, converged with God, and found he had 
received no hurt, it is no wonder his fears vanijh'd, and his courage grew ftrong 

fri) But we are come unto mount Sion. Originally the word Sion hgnified a part of the 
old city Jerufalem y where David dwelt, which is called, the cafile of Sion y the city of Da - 
vid y 1 Chron. xi. 5. 2 Cbron. v. z. At a diftance from this Sion y on mount Moriah y Solomon's 
temple was built, 2 Chron. iii. 1. Hence it came to pals, that mount.*?/^ never fignifies the 
place of the old Jewijb temple. Afterward David and the other prophets uled the word 
to fignify the place from whence the Gofpel was to be deliver'd. In the temple built on 
mount Moriah none but the Jews and fuch as were ctrcumcjfed had a right to meet for the 
worlhip of God : the uncircumciled being not permitted to approach nearer than to an 
outer court. But the prophets continually fpeak of mount Sion as a place whither the un- 
circumcifed Gentiles , as well as the Jews y might come : thus Ifai. ii. 2, 3. It jhall come to 
pafs in the laft days, i. e. in the times of the Gofpel, that the mountain of the Lord's houfe 
Jhall ie efiablijbed in the top of the mountains , and jhall be exalted above the hills, and **//nations,. 
i. e. all the Gentiles , Jhall fiow unto it y and many people, even the uncircumciled, as well 
as the natural Jews y Jhall go and fay y Come ye , and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord y 
to the houfe of the God of Jacob , and he will teach us y both Jews and Gentiles y of his ways ,. 
and we will walk in his paths : for out of Sion Jhall go forth the law of the Gofpel, and the 

word of the Lord from Jeru/alem. See alfo Zech. viii. 21.-25. Jerem. iii. 14--17. Mi - 

cah iv. 2. Pfal. cli. 21, 22. The apoftle lias taught us in this manner to underftand what 
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God, the new *'{erufalem , which is now in cit y of the living God, the 
heaven, to which all Chriftans belong (*), heavenly J crulalem * and 

and 

NOTES. 

the prophets fay of mount Sion, i Pet. ii. 5, 6. Ye alfo (tho* originally Gentiles, and ftill 
uncircumcifed) as lively ftones are built up a fpiritual houfe, an holy priejfhood to offer up fpiri- 
tual facrifices acceptable to God thro' Jefus Chrift. Wherefore alfo it is contain'd in the feripture , 
Behold l lay in Sion a chief corner-ftone , eleB, precious: and he that believeth on him Jhall not be 
confounded. Ifai. xxxviii. 16. Rom. ix. 33. And our blefled Saviour alfo has direfted us 

thus to underftand the old prophets, Lukeiv. 17.-21. There was deliver d unto Jefus the 

book of the prophet Efaias : and when he had open'd the book, he found the place where it was 
written ( Ifai. lxi. 1, 2.) The fpirit of the Lord is upon me, the Mefliah, becaufe he hath anoint¬ 
ed me to preach the Go (pel to the poor : he hath fent me to heal the broken hearted , to preach deli¬ 
verance to the captives. — And he clofed the book - and he began to fay unto them, This day 

is this feripture fulfill'd in your ears . By this laft expreflion Chrift plainly declared, that this 
.prophefy was written concerning him, and his preaching. It muft be farther oblerved, that 
immediately after the words cited by our Saviour the prophet adds, v. 3. To appoint unto 
them that mourn in Sion, &c. From whence it appears, that thole who mourn’d in Sion 9 
were fuch as heard Chrift preach the Golpel, and were by him call’d into the Chriftian 
church. The prophets then, we fee, Ipeak of Sion, as the place from whence the Gofpel 
proceeds, and where Jews and Gentiles meet together for divine worfliip. From this fenfe 
of the word Sion, we may deduce part of the apoftle’s meaning, viz . we Chriftians are 
not to come to mount Sinai, where the law was given, or made members of the Jewifb 
church ; but Chrift has made us members of his church, which has received its law, /. t. 
the Golpel, from mount Sion. 

There is yet another fenfe in which the word Sion is ufed, when it fignifies not a hill 
in the old Jerufalem , but a heavenly hill In this fenfe the apoftle underftands it here. He 
oppofes Sion to the mount that might be touch'd: by which he plainly means, that in this 
particular refpeft Sion differs from Sinai, and that whereas Sinai was a corporeal and earthly 
lull, that was capable of being felt by men, Sion is a fpiritual and heavenly hill, which 
■men cannot poflibly reach. Of this fpiritual hill muft we underftand, Pfal. ii. 6. Yet have 
ffet my king on my holy hill of Sion. As Chrift is here reprefented as fitting on Sion, and 
the Golpel is by Ifaiah laid to proceed from Sion: fo our coming to Sion mult fignify, that 
■we are come to Chrift as our king, and to the obedience and grace of the Golpel; aud 
.confequently muft follow peace with all men, and take heed we do not fall from the grace 
of God. 

( 0) And unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem. The old earthly Jerufalem 
belong'd to the Jews , and to them only : fo that if we had been by Chrift invited thereto, 
we Ihould have been invited only into the Jewijh church to fubmit to circumcifion, and 
10 all the rules of the law of Mofes. The apoftle therefore in this place very pertinently 
obferves, that we arc not come to that earthly Jerufalem , but to the heavenly . This heavenly 
Jerufalem is the city of the living God , in the lame fenfe as the earthly was ; and fo is, at 
leaft equal to it. But in another fenfe of the expreflion it vaftly exceeds it: for the old 
Jerufalem was built by men , whereas GOD is the builder and maker of the new Jerufalem, 
chap. xi. 10 There is this farther difference between the two Jcrufalems, that whereas 
the earthly Jerufalem comprehended only the Jews , the heavenly Jerufalem fhall compre¬ 
hend all true believers, whether Jews or Gentiles ; and all of them now belong thereto, as it 
is written, Gal iv. 25, 2 6. Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia , and anfwereth to Jerufalem, 
which now is, and [this Agar] is in bondage [to the Molaic law] with her children [the 
Jews]. But Jerufalem which is above is free , which is the mother of us all , whether Jews or 

Gentiles, 
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TEXT. 

to an innumerable compa- 
23 ny of angels, to the gene¬ 
ral aflembly and church 
of the firft born, which 


Gentiles , that believe in Chrift. This is the heavenly Jerufalem y in which all good men 
/Hall dwell for ever after the reforreflion, deforibedby St. John y Rev. xxi, xxii. It was 
ealy for the Hebrews to inter from hence, that they ought to follow peace with all men y and 
to receive the believing Gentiles to their communion, with whom they were to live for 
ever. And while the old Jerufalem was in bondage t the new is free, and partakes of God's 
efpecial grace : wherefore let us take heed that we do not fall from this grace of God. 

(/>) And to an innumerable company of angels . When the Jewijb law was given at mount 
Sinaiy an innumerable company of holy angels was prefent to attend the divine majefty. 
Agreeably to this the apoftle laid before in this epiftlc, chap. ii. 2. that the law was fpoken 
by angels. The number of the angels then prefent is express'd by the fame word, pvatAfft 

as that in the text. (The Lord (lays Alofes) came up prom Sinai - and he came with ten 

thoulands (fiveiAfiv) of faints , or holy perfons, i. e. angels: from his right hand went a 
fiery law for them 9 i. e. for the children 01 Ifraef v. I. The number of thele angels at 
Sinai Alofes lays was ten tbeufandsy in the plural number, i. e. feveral times ten thouland. 
The fame tne apoftle lays is the number of the angels to whom Chriftians are come, 
viz. ten thoufandsy uvetAnvy i . e. as our tranflators have well enough render’d the word, 
an innumerable company. In this particular Chriftians have no greater privilege than the 
ancient Jews ; each come to all the fame angels. Chriftians are come to them, as they 
attend on Chrift our lawgiver, and as they are to dwell with them in the world to come. 
The apoftle’s defign in mentioning this particular here feems to be to fhew, that while 
we exceed the Jews in mofl other privileges, we do not comeJbort of them in any. 

(o) 7 %efirji born. Thele arc all fuch as inherit the birth-right, /. e. all believers. The 
apolrle had juft before, v. 1 6 . warn'd the Hebrew Chriftians not to foil their birth-right , 
m^uToroKidy as Kfau fold his. To this expreflion he has a reference, when he fays^ we 
are come to the firll born, otoko/c. Jews and Chriftians are here compared to Kfau 
and Jacob. Kfau was really th efirfl born ; and the Jews were the children of God before 
us. But Efau fold his birth-right, ^^coTo]o)UAy and thereupon ceas’d, as it were, to be 
the firft born, ojon&yi- e. ne had no longer a right to the privileges and inheritance 
of the eldcft Ion of ffaac . When Jacob had bought 7rguro]o)UAy the birth-right, he, as 
it were, became firft born, i. e. he had now a right to be treated as the firll 

born, and had a title to the privileges and inheritance that were originally defign’d for 
ffaac’s eldcft fon. In like manner, they of the circumcifion were originally the people 
of God, and had the birth-right, a title to eternal life in the kingdom of God : to which 
at that time the uncircumcifod Gentiles had 110 right. Afterward the Jewsy by not be¬ 
lieving the Golpel, forfeited their birth-right, and the Gentilesy through their faith in 
Chrift, obtain’d this inheritance, which was at firft promifod only to the Jews. As all 
believers have now obtattfd t, the birth-right , like Jacoby they arc, like him, 

become 't^to'Joxo/, the firfl born. Since then the firft born, or they that inherit the birth¬ 
right, even eternal life, are believers of all nations j and fince we arc come to them, and 
not to the Jewijb nation only, we ought to follow peace with all men t and not to fall 
from that grace of God, which has conftituted us his firft born upon the account of our 
faith, 
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and to ten thoufands of holy angels (j>) y to 
the general aflembly of Chriftians, both of 13. 
yews and Gentiles y and to the Chriftian 
church, comprehending all that by faith have 
obtain'd the inheritance of the firft born (q) y 

whole 
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whofe names are recorded in heaven (r), and 
to God the judge and juttifier of all believers, 
both Jews and Gentiles (/), and to the fouls 
of all juft or good men now made perfett in 
heaven, (r), and to Jefus Chrift the media¬ 
tor of the new covenant of grace, compre¬ 
hending both Jews and Gentiles (&), and to 

the 


arc written in heaven, and 
to God the judge of all, 
and to the fpirits of juft 
men made perfect, ana to 24 
Jefus the mediator of the 
new covenant, and to the 


NOTES. 


(r) Which are ‘written in heaven. The allufion here is to the book, that contain’d the 
names of the firft born of the children of Ifrael y mention’d Numb. iii. 40. Anfwerably 
the apoftle reprefents God as keeping a book in which the names of all believers are re- 
gifter’d. Thus alfo we read of good mens names written in heaven y Luke x, 20. and of the 
book of life , Philip, iv. 3. Rev. xiii. 8. xvii. 8. xxi. 27. The plain Englijb of which expref- 
fions is this, that God before-hand knows, who will believe and obey the Gofpel ; where¬ 
upon he determines, that they in particular fhall have eternal life; of which they may 
be as fure as if they faw their names written in a lift of fuch as fhall finally be faved. 

(/) And to God the judge of all. This word, ally was not here carelefsly mferted by the 
apoftle. There is a peculiar emphafis, beauty, and propriety in it. It fignifies, that God 
will hereafter judge all mankind y both Jews and Gentiles And when they fhall all be 
judged at the great day, One and the fame God will juflify the ctrcumcijion by faith , and the 
uncircumcijton thro' faith , Rom. iii. 30. From hence it is eafy to infer, that we ought to 
follow peace with all men y and to receive to communion all fuch as God will iuftify. 

(0 And to the fpirits of jujl men made jperfeB. One cannot doubt, but that the apoftle, in 
this expreflion, had an eye to what he laid before, chap . xi. 40. viz., that God hath provided 
fomt better things for us than he had for the good men who lived under the old diipenfa- 
tion ; aud that they were not to be made perfect without us: fee before on that verfe note (r) 
and (/). His meaning therefore appears to be this, viz. tho’ the ancient believers were 
not admitted into heaven, and to the injoyment of God upon their leaving this world ; 
yet they were admitted thither as foon as Chrift was rais'd from the dead: whither alfo 
all true Chriftians are admitted immediately upon their departing out of the body; and 
there they are all, both the ancient faints, and the Chriftians, made perfeB in holinefs, 
and in happinefs too, as to their fouls. 

That the apoftle here fpeaks not of juft mens being made perfect after the refurreBiony 
but of their being made perfect in the feparate ftate, clearly follows from his ufing the 
word, fpirits : which furely does not fignxfy their bodies and fouls in union, but their fepa¬ 
rate fouls. 

Since then we are not come to the ancient ftate of the JewiJb believers, who were 
not made perfeft at death, but are come to the fpirits of all righteous men y whether Jews 
or Gentilesy departed hence, now made perfeB, and are to look upon ourfelvcs as belong¬ 
ing to this fociery that has obtain'd this favour : let us follow peace with all men , and take 
heed we do not mifs of this^race of God. 

(«) And 1 o Jefus the mediator of the new covenant. The old covenant, to which this it 
oppofed, was made between God and the Jews 9 by the mediation of Mofes. But this 
new covenant is made between God as the one party, and all believers t whether Jews or 
Gentiles, as the other : of which new covenant Chrift is the mediator, who revealed it to 
us, and purchafed and confirmed it by his blood. Confequently the Hebrew Chriftians 
were obliged to embrace the believing Gentiles as brethren, in peace y and to take heed not 
to fall from th cgrace of God revealed in this new covenant. 



HEBREWS. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


8l 

Ch.XII. 


blood of fprinkling, that 
fpeaketh better things than 
- that of Abel. See that ye 
' refule not him that fpeak- 
eth : for if they efcaped 
nor, who refufea him tliat 


the blood of Chrift wherewith all true be¬ 
lievers are fprinkled,and cleanfed from fin (w) y 
which Ipeaks what is better than that which 
Abel continually fpeaketh (.v). Take heed 
that you do not rejeft, or difobey any one 
that delivers a good exhortation to you ( y) : 
for if they have not efcaped the vengeance of 
God, who refilled to follow the admonitions 

given 

NOTES. 



(st*) And to the blood of fprinkling. The apoftle here plainly alludes to Afofes’s fprink- 
iing the Ifraelites with the blood that was flied to confirm the covenant which w r as made 
between God and them, Exod. xxiv. 7, 8. to which the apoftle more exprefly refers in 

this fame epiftle, chap.ix. 16. - zi. where he lays, that a covenant made between God 

and men muft be confirm d by the death of a mediator (fee Mr. Pierce on that place) ; that 
the firfi or Mofaic covenant was confirmed by the blood of beafls offer’d in facrifice to 
God; and that part of this facrificed blood was fprinkled on the people, to denote, I 
iuppofe, that they were received into covenant with God, and intitled to all the privi¬ 
leges purchafed or procured by the blood of thofe facrifices. In like manner the new or 
Chriftian covenant is confirm’d by the death and blood of a facrifice, even that of the 
Ion of God: which blood is, as it were, fprinkled on all fincere believers, whether 
they were before Jews, or Gentiles . When the blood of Chrift is here called, the blood of 
fprinklingy the meaning is, that it anfwers the fame end as the fprinkling of the blood of 
the facrifices under the law, viz. to take away the guilt of fin, and to confrm a divine 
covenant. The blood of Chrift does this as well and effeftually as if it were aftually 
fprinkled on believers. As this blood of fprinkling is the blood that confirms the new 
covenant of grace, before mention’d, in which all believers are included, we ought to 
follow peace with them ally and to take heed that we do not fall from this grace of God. 

(*) Uctgf. 70 v AC«A, That fpeaketh better things than that of Abel Our tranflators, in this 
place, appear to have been of the fame opinion with fome other learned men, who fay, 
we ought to read to A£$a. Whereas among all the written Greek copies of this 

epiftle collated by Dr. Mill % there are but two which read in this manner, viz. Pet. i. of 
the tenth century, and B. 2. of the twelfth. Their authority cannot reafonably be thought 
to be any balance againft the reft. In the Syriac and Arabic verfions indeed it is render’d, 
than that of Abel But the authors of thefe verfions feem here to have taken the liberty 
of a paraphraft; while the Latin t which is a moft literal tranflation, renders it, that fpeak¬ 
eth better things than Abel Thus Chryfoftom alfb reads the text. So that there feems to be 
abundant reafon to retain this as the true reading. The meaning of the expreffion then 
is, that the blood of Chrift fpeaketh better things than Abel fpeaketh. The apoftle laid 
before, th3t Abel being dead yet fpeaketh y chap. xi. 4. On that place it was obferved, that 
Abel fpeaks to all murderers and perfccutors to admonifli them of the evil of their ways, 
and to mind them of the righteous judgments of God. Abel then fpeaks nothing but ter¬ 
ror and vengeance. His blood cried out for vengeance on the murderer, and he himfelf' in 
the Bible has continually, as it were, been denouncing the divine wrath againft fuch as 
murder others for confcience fake. But the blood of the new covenant fpeaks better things, 
and publifhes the promifes of pardon, and of eternal falvation, to all them that truly be¬ 
lieve and obey the G of pel. 

Cy ) See that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh. This is a general expreflion fignifying, that 
wholoever fpake to them what is reafonable y and gave them any good admonitions, they 
fhould take care to hearken to him, whether he were God, or man. 
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given them by Abel, who, tho’ dead, yet fpake on earth, much more 
continually fpeaketh on earth (z) : much 

lefs 


NO T E S. 

(s') Top st/ ti)< yiu - him that fpake o» earth. In the Greek it is, him 

that fpeaketh on earth. This has been ftrangely over-look’d by thole commentators, who 
have thought the apoftle here Ipeaks of Atofes , or of God fpeaking at mount Sinai. The 
apoftle plainly means one that fpeaks now, as well as in former ages, one that continually 
Ipeaks. 

Some indeed have thought, that the perlon here laid to fpeak on earth is God the father 
conlider’d as delivering the law at mount Sinai. But this is moft direftly contrary to the 
representation which the Scripture gives of this matter; which continually reprelents Goo 
as at that time in particular fpeaking from heaven % as Exod. xx. zz. /(laith Goo) have talked 
•with you from heaven. Deut. iv. 3 6 . Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice. Nehem. ix. 
13. uhcu camejl down alfo from mount Sinai, and fpakeft with them from heaven. Since then 
the Old Teftament confantly and invariably reprelents God’s delivering the law at mount 
Sinai as his fpeaking from heaven ; it cannot ealily be thought, that the apoftle ftiould here 
call it, his fpeaking on earthy efpecially confidering that this lpeaking on earth is by the 
apoftle fet in oppoftion to God’s lpeaking from heaven. It leems to me equally unlikely, 
that the apoftle fhould reprelent the Gofpel preach’d by Chrift in the flejh y as God’s 
fpeaking from heaven y at the fame time as he is fuppofed to reprelent God’s lpeaking at Si- 
naiy as a fpeaking on earth. If the former is to be call’d a lpeaking from heaven y furely the 
latter mult be call’d fo too. And it is impoflible to call God’s fpeaking at Sinai a fpeak¬ 
ing on earth in any ftnfe, wherein we fliall not be obliged to fay that God fpoke the 
Golpel by Chrift on earth alfo. Accordingly we find in fa£t, that as the Old Teftament 
reprelents God as fpeaking the law from heaven y lo the New Teftament reprelents the 
Gofpel as fpoken on earth. Thus Chrift laid, he had authority on earth to forgive fins, 
Matth. ix. 6 . that he had glorified God on earth by fpeaking to the Jews the things that 
belong’d to their falvation, Job. xvii. 4. If any one ftiould imagine, that the apoftle 
does not here Ipeak of the Gofpel as preach'd by Chrift in the fiejh (tho* that was the time 
when it was preached to the Hebrews y and not till his aftenfion into heaven to the Gen¬ 
tiles') but of the difeoveries afterward made by the Holy Ghoft ; I would only beg leave 
to ask, whether there was any thing in the manner of communicating thele dilcoveries, 
that can more ft ly be call’d, a fpeaking from heaven y than the pronouncing the law at 
mount Sinai by a voice from heaven ? If the former be a fpeaking from heaven ; lurely the 
latter cannot be a lpeaking on earth. The truth is, when God fpeaks, he always Ipeaks 
from heaven, and cannot do otherwife, becauft his throne, from whence he Ipeaks, is in 
heaven. God fpake from heaven to the JewSy when he gave the law at Sinai ; and he 
fpake from heaven (tho* in a lenle a little different from the former) when he fent his fon 
from heaven to preach the Gofpel fo the Hebrewsy and when he afterward lent down the 
Holy Ghoft from heaven both on Jews and Gentiles . The perfon, whom the apoftle in¬ 
troduces as fpeaking on earth is Abel juft before mention’d, in the preceeding verle ; and 
of whom the apoftle had faid before, that tho’ he is dead, he yet fpeakethy (hap. xi. 4. See 
there note («). Abel is there reprelented as fill fpeaking: and accordingly in this text 
the apoftle ules a word of the prefent tenfe y fj.it} j^qvt at y that continually fpeaketh on earth. 
And it was as proper to apply this word to exprels Abel's admoniftnng mankind, as to 
exprefs an angel's admonifhing Cornelius , Atfsx. zz . Abel warns men againft committing 
murder, elpecially againft persecuting good men to death. The perfonsto whom Abel Ipeaks, 
or delivers theft admonitions are all rhoft (particularly the Jews) who have had the hi- 
ftory of Cains perftcuting and murdering his brother let before them in the Scripture. 
They, who have refuled to hearken to Alel thus admonifhing them, have not efenped 
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JhaJl not we efcape y if we 
turn away from him that 
fpeaketh from heaven : 
z6 whole voice then fliook 
the earth: but now he 
hath promiled, faying, Yet 
once more I lhake not the 
earth only, but alio hea- 
2- ven. And this <word y Yet 
once more, fignifieth the 
removing of thole things 
that are ihaken,as of things 
that are made, that thofe 
things which cannot be 
28 lhakenmay remain.Where¬ 
fore we receiving a king- 


lefs fhall we elcape punifhment and ven¬ 
geance, if we refui'e to hear, and dare to 
turn away from, Almighty God, who fpoke 
to us from heaven, at mountSinai (a): whofe 26.. 
voice at that time caufed a lhaking of the 
earth in a proper fenfe of the word (b) j but 
lince that, by the prophet Haggat , he hath 
promifed another kind of fhaking, which 
takes place under the prefent difpenfation 
of the Gofpel: which promife is contain’d in 
thofe words, Tet once more I [hake not the 
earth only but alfo heaven. And when God 27,. 
ufes this expreflion, yet once more , he ligni- 
fies thereby the change that fhould once, and 
but once, be made of thole things that are 
Ihaken, as of things that had been former¬ 
ly appointed, that fo the things which are 
not Ihaken may remain unchanged. Where- 28- 
fore as we Chriftians do now receive the Go- 

Ipel- 


N O T E S. 

the divine vengeance. Murderers have been condemned to death: and perlecutors, luch 
as king Saul y Ahak y Jezebel, &c. who would not hearken to the voice of Abel, have 
not elcaped an extraordinary mark of the divine difplealure. Lantech once (tho* when 
too late) took notice of Abel's admonition, when he laid, I have flain a man to my wound- 
ing y and a young man to my hurt : if Cain Jball he avenged feverr fold y truly Lamech feventy and 
/even fold y Gen. iv. 23, 24. Lamech was one of thofe that at firft refufea him that continually 
/peaks on earth y viz • Abel 

(/i) Him that fpeaketh from heaven. The word fpeaketh is not in t}ie original. We may 
as well fupply the lentence, with the word, fpake y thus, Him that fpake from heaven. And 
this was the apoftle’s meaning, as is clear from what he immediately adds, whofe. voice 
then, viz. at the time when he fpake from heaven, Jbook the earth ; which lhaking the 
earth was at the time of God’s pronouncing the Jaw at mount\Srmw. Thus the apoftle 
moll perfedtly agrees with the repreleniation of the Old Teftament, with the obvious 
nature of things, and with the truth of language in faying, that at the time of giving the 
laiVy God ipake from heaven. 

(£) H r kcfe voice then jhook the earth. The time when God’s voice jl'ook the earth was un¬ 
doubted^ when he fpoke the ten commandments at mount Sinai y Exod. xix. 18. But the 
time when he fpoke from heaven y in the precceding vefle, was the time when his voice, 
jhook the earth ; confequently, when the apoftle, in the proceeding verfe, reprefents Goo 
as fpeaking/ioCT keaven y he means his fpealcing the law at mount Sinai. 

From hence to the end of the chapter 1 refer the reader to Mr. Pierce's notes; which 
I endeavour to lupply, not to tranferibe. However it will not be amifs to tranferibe his 
Paraphralc with a little alteration. 
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them, that are perfecuted with bonds and 
imprifonment for the; fake of the Gofpel, 
with the fame compaflion and tendernefs as 
ye would if ye were now in bonds with 
them: and remember them that are injured 
in any other way for the Gofpel/s fake, 
as confidering, that you are yet in the body, 
and liable to the fame affli&ion. Let the 
honour of the married ftate be preferved in 
all refpe&s (/): and let the marriage-bed 

be 

NOTES. 

It has been thought by fome great men, that one of the three angels , whom Abraham 
entertain’d, was the Son of God; but I could never fee any manner of proof of this opinion. 
Nay the apoftle, by what he fays in this place, very ftrongly inclines one to doubt of ir, 
becaufe he does not mention it, when yet, if true, it would manifeftly have been much 
to his purpofe. If it was pertinent (as it plainly w F as) to urge the Hebrews to exercife ho- 
fpitaliry, becaufe fome by this means had entertain’d angels unawares: would he not much 
rather have faid (if he could have faid it with truth) that by this means fome had unex¬ 
pectedly entertain’d the Son of God? It can never be thought, that the apoftle would 
have negleCted to make this obfervation, if he had believed, that the Logos was one or 
the angels who appear’d to Abraham. It is plain, the apoftle thought, he was not; and 

then, without all doubt, they were three mere angels. See Mr. Pierce on chap. 1. v. z. 

note {d). m r-o 

It has been apprehended, I know, that one of thefe angels is call’d Jehovah. But 

fuppofing this to be true, ftill he could not be, as fome have call’d him, the mofl high God. 
The fupreme God is a fpirit zblo\\ilt\y immenfe and unchangeable: whereas each of the an¬ 
gels, who appear’d to Abraham , was confined within the limits of as fmall a fpace, as a 
common man, as he then appear’d to be : whereas the immenfe Deity cannot be confined 
-in any fpace. ^ 

The truth is, no one of the angels whom Abraham entertain’d is cfell’d Jehovah. The 
ajigels are diftinguiih’d from Jehovahn Gen. xviii. I, z. And when they were gone j} wa y 
from Abraham , it is faid, that he flood yet before Jehovah, v.22. Thefe angelsat hr ac_ 
companied the appearance of the divine majefty, who,remain’d converfing with Abraham , 
after they were withdrawn to difpatch other affairs. Jehovah appears to be the proper 
name of the moft high God, as Baal was the proper name of one idol, or Mercury of an¬ 
other ; or as George is the name of the king of England. The name Jehovah then can- 
not but be incommunicable. The Queen Regent might lately have faid, I am ruler of 
England \ but flie could not fay, / am George . So one that has all authority m heaven 
and earth committed to him is a God t or King ; but he is not Jehovah. 

(/) Marriage is honourable in all. It feems more agreeable to render this as an exhorta¬ 
tiont as h is done in the paraphrafe ; becaufe it Hands among exhortations. And the words 
Tiy.i& o yeL^.Q~, may undoubtedly be render’d as an exhortation, as w r ell as &yiKd.wv- 
o Tfj7r@-j v. 5 - which is render’d. Let your converjation Le without covetoufnefs . e 
meaning of the exhortation, v. 4. is this, I.et thole, that are married, in all reipects 
keep up to the honour of the married ftate, by living in peace, love and triendmip, an 
by performing all the duties incumbent on them in that ftate. Particularly let them keep 
rfce marriage-Ded undefiled with adultery, inceft, unnatural iuft, or any other fin that 


TEXT. 

Remember them that are j 
in bonds, as bound with 
them; and them which 
fiiffer adverfity, as being 
yourfelves alfo in the body. 
Marriage is honourable in ^ 
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all, and the bed undefiled : 
but whoremongers and 
adulterers Goo will judge. 

5 Let your converlation be 
without coveroufnefs; and 
be content with fuch 
things as yc have : for he 
hath laid, I will never 
leave thee, nor forfake 

6 hee. So that we may 


be kept undefiled with forbidden lufts : but 
God will judge and condemn whoremongers 
and adulterers. Let your converlation and j, 
manner of life be free from a greedy defire 
of the riches of this world, and be contented 
with fuch things as you already injoy, lo far 
as not to leek more with anxiety, or in any 
unlawful way : fince God will take care cf 
you, and lays to you as he formerly faid to 
other good men, I will nevdr leave thee, nor 
forfake thee (g ). On which account we may 
lay with courage as the Pfalmift does (gg ), 6 . 

'the 


NOTES. 

is inconfiftent with the ends of marriage. F sco is to be fupplied in both claufes of the 
verle. I would read, not <f.t t but as it is in the two beft and oldeft MSS. and in 

the old Latin verfion. 

(g) For he hath faid y I will never leave thee y nor forfake tlee . The promile here cited by 
the apoftle was made to a particular man, viz- fcfua y on his own account, Jojh. i. 5. (fee 
the like made to Jfrfes t Lent. xxxi. 6.) It may be then inquired, How could the apoftle 
apply this promife to CbtiJ/ians y and argue from it, as if God had laid to each of them, 
J will never leave thee, nor forfake thee t The true anfwer is, that the apoftle here went 
upon the right fuppofition, that the promife made to Jcflua was really made to him alone \ 
3nd then jnjily argues from the unchangeable perfections of Gop, that he will do like things 
in like rales. Since therefore God promifed, when he imploy'd jfojhua y that he would not 
leave him ; any Chriftian whom God at any time employs in any work, may, for the fame 
reafon y depend upon it, that God will not leave, or forlake him ; but give him all need¬ 
ful incouragement and aftiftancc, and make all things work together for his greateft 
good. 

It is not to be thought, that the apoftle here intended to forbid labour and indujlry, 
which are every where recommended in Scripture. But it is to be confider’d, that the 
Chriftians, to whom he wrote, were in a ftatc of perfe cut ion , and had fome of their goods 
taken from them by the perfecutors, clap x. 34. In that ftate they had no opportunity 
to improve their eftates by trade or labour. There was no other poflible way for them, 
in thofe circumftances, to increafe their flock but by renouncing chriftianity ; in as much as 
while they remain’d Chriftians, they could expect no other, but that the perlecutors 
would hinder rhem from trading, or elfe by violence take from them what they fhould 
earn. The apoftle therefore wilely caution’d them againft indulging a fondnefs for world¬ 
ly riches, left that fhould lead them to apoftatize, in ci der to have opportunities for gain¬ 
ing and injoying them ; and exhorted them to be contented with the little they had, in a 
State o k' perfect:tion y when more could not be obrain’d without fin. That the apoftle here 
confider’d them as in a ftafe of perfecutton, appears from his directing them, in the end 
of rlie fentcncc, to lay, / will not fear what man can do unto me y /. e. “ I will not fear 
14 mens raking away my goods, or my life. Let them do it: ftill I am not afraid of any 
“ real in;ury they can do my fcul. 

(rg) Pfal. cxviii. 6 . 


N 
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The Lord ts continually my helper : 7 boldly %, The Lord « 

will not jear what any man jball , or /j *«ie fear what nian ihall do un- 
fo, ^/o to me. Remember your former pa- to me. Remember them 7 

ftors, and guides now dead (A), who have ^l^wtLve fp^kenT- 

fpoken 

NOTES. 

( 7 ) h^kusfwf vfJLecVy remember them y which have the rule overyctt. This 

tranflation is unquestionably wrong. The literal and exadt rendring of the words is, re¬ 
member your rulers , meaning not thole who had the rule over them, at the time when this 
epiftle was written y but fuch as had been guides of the Church before that, and were then 
deady as appears from the following part of the vcrle. 

The apeflie here, and again, v. 17, 24. calls the pallors of the Church ryycixzvoi ; 
which word often occurs in the Grech verfion of the Old Teftnment, in the Apocrypha y and 
In the New Teftament, and always fignifies a governor y or ruler y w ho has proper authority 
over others: fee Ajatth. ii. 6 . Luke xxii. 2 6 . ABs vii. 10. By applying this title to the 
pallors of the Chriftian Church the apoftle did not intend to reprefent them, as having a 
right to domineer therein as they pleafe. Whatever authority they have as wyr.^.cvoiy or 
leaders of the people, it is all derived from the Gofpel, and limited thereby. Even civil 
governors have no manner of authority to a< 5 t arbitrarily. They arc ablolutely bound to 
obey the law of nature y as much as the meandft fubjeB ; and there is a God above them y 
■who will call them to a ftridt account, if they do an unrighteous or a foolijh thing. They 
have no authority to command any one thing, but what it is, in its own nature ft and 
reafonable their lubjedts Ihould do. In like manner, all the authority that the pallors of 
the church can realonably claim is fubordinate to the authority of Chrtfly and can extend 
no farther than the Gofpel allows. Now we are lure, the Gofpel does not impower or 
allow them to make any the leaft thing nccejfary to communion with them, which is not 
exprejly declared in the Scriptures to be neceflary to Chriftian communion: nor have they 
the leaft authority themfelves to do any one linglc thing in the worlhip of God over and 
above what Chrift has order'd them to do therein. Nay, on the contrary, if they pre¬ 
fume to do either of thefe things, they will affront Chrift, the only legiflator in his 
Church ; and will find at laft, that God will rejeB all their will-worfsipy and lumane in- 
ventionsy as in very awful words he has warn’d them, laying, In vain do they worjbip me 9 
teaching for dc Brines the commandments uf men y Mark vii. *• 

The pallors of the church have no legijlative authority, no authority to pronounce what 
is virtuey and what is vice , or to fix the terms of our acceptance with God. But after they 
have lerioufty, diligently, and impartially ftudied the Holy Scriptures, at another rate 
than the Generality of divines have hitherto done: they are obliged to explain the Scrip¬ 
tures to the people in the beft manner they can, to prove the great and important truths 
of religion, to inculcate the commands, and to fet forth the promiles and chrearnings of 
God’s word, and to charge men, as they value the favour of God, and the lalvation of 
their own fouls, to believe and pradlife according to what appears to their own judgment 
to be the mind and will of Chrift. The pallors have no authority to d/Bate to the people 
what is truth, and what is duty. They mull honeftly tell them, what they take to be lb, 
and then the people muft judgc y whether God has really taught, and required it or nor. 
And when a pallor, by his lerious admonitions, and aftedlionate exhortations, has pre¬ 
vailed upon his people impartially to fcarch the Scriptures, like the noble Eereans y to fee 
whether what they teach be true or not; heartily to imbracc the truths, which they 
themfelves perceive to be there revealed ; and carefully to praBife the duties, which they 
themfelves believe to be therein required of them: he may comfort hirnfelf with think- 
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ing, that the end of all his authority is anfwer’d ; and that he has nothing more to do, in 
this kind, than to help them to improve, and urge them to pcrleverc. 

The executive authority of the pallors to inflift punifhment on fuch as break the rules 
of the Gofpel, and render themfelves unfit for Chriftian communion, lies in denouncing 
the divine threamings againft tinners, in admonijhing them privately in the fpirit of mccknrfs, 
and in calling them out of the (bcicty, if they 'will not repent: but it a man, who is ex¬ 
communicated by the pallors or ciders of the church, fhould think himfelt aggrieved, 
he has a right to appeal to the whole body of the communion, who may cither confirm 
the Sentence, if it were righteous, or depole the elders, if they have a< 5 tcd arbitrarily, 
and unjuftly. The authority of pallors, which the feripture gives them, is no way odd, 
or formidable. I do not compare it to the authority of parents over their children ; be¬ 
cause this has much of the arbitrary in it ; as a parent may beat a child, when his fault 
dclerves it, and may punilh him without calling in any others to concur with him in ex¬ 
amining the child, and in determining what punilhment the child delerves. Tho’, by 
the wav, parents have no right to go one jot farther in correcting a child than is really 
conducive to do more good than the forbearing that degree of correction could do. The 
pallors authority is like that of parents fofar, as that they have a right to reproverebuke , 
and exhort with meeknels and charity. But the pallors have none of the defpotic and mo¬ 
narchical authority of parents. The authority of pajfors is no more of an arbitrary or ty¬ 
rannical nature than that which the king of Great Britain has over his fubjeCts. As the 
king has no authority to tyrannize, fo tne pallors mull not lord it over God's heritage. As 
the Icing himfelf can make no new laws y nor require any intlance of obedience beyond 
what the laws have commanded : lb the pallors of the church have no authority, by 
themlelves, to make any one law beyond thole let down in the Gofpel. As the king 
has authority to govern only according to law: fo the pallors have no authority to govern 
otherwife than according *</the rules'of the Gofpel. As the king can make no rule with¬ 
out the conlent of the nation fignified by their reprefentatives in parliament: fo the pallors 
can make no rule (about the place where the church fhall meet, the time when the wor¬ 
ship fhall begin, and fuch other things as mull be determin’d by every particular church 
for itlelf in order to have the worlhip publick ) without the conlent of tne church. And as 
the king has no authority to hanijh or execute an offender without the confent of the peo¬ 
ple fignified by the jury y who find him guilty : lo the pallors of the church cannot excom¬ 
municate a firmer without the exprels or tacit conlent of the church. On the other hand, 
as the king has an authority to prefs his lubjeCts, by his royal proclamations , to obey the 
(landing laws of the realm ; and to denounce the threatnings therein contain’d : fo the pal- 
tors have an authority to fit before their people the divine rules of the Gofpel, and to de¬ 
nounce againft tinners its tremendous threatnings. As the king with the confent of the parlia¬ 
ment has an authority to make^oo^ and righteous laws: lb the pallors with the confent of the 
church have an authority to fix the time and place of publick worlhip, and every thing 
elle that is ncceflary to its being publick. And as the king, with the confent of the people 
fignified by a jury , has an authority to banijb or execute a malcfaClor: lo the pallors, with 
the confent of their people^ have a right to punijh an obftinate and impenitent Jtnner with ex- 
communication : becaule while he is impenitent , he is not capable of joining in the prayers of 
the church. 

From what has been now faid it is eafy to learn the nature of that obedience and fuhm/f- 
Jton t which the apoftle afterward, v. 17. requires chriftians to pay to the pallors of the 
church. Obey them (lays he) that have the rule over you y and fubmityourfiIves. We are to 
obey them only when they adl according to their gommifiion ; and we are to fubmit to 
them, when they do no pther than what Goo has impower’d them to do, i. e. we mull 
walk according to the rules of the Gofpel, as our pallors direct us to do, and fubmit 
to their juft and friendly reproofs and cenfures when we have doneamils. The apoftle gives 
the fame rule, 1 Cor. xvi. 16. 1 <fbef[. v. iz, n. 1 Ttm . v. 17. 
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fpoken to you the do&rine which God or¬ 
dered them to teach you : and, confidering 
the conclufion of their life and behaviour, 
imitate their faith (/). For the objeft of 
their faith, Jefus Chrift, is the lame now as 
he was then, and will be the fame for ever, 
to the end of time ( k ). Therefore be not led 
away by fuch do&rines relating to chriftia- 
nity, as are diverfe from what your deceas'd 
pallors taught you, and new and ftrange 
among Chriitians; as, That there is now 
virtue in meats offer'd on the JewiJh altar: 
for it is better, the heart lhould be efta- 
blilh'd in the grace of the Golpel, than in a 
regard to fuch meats (/) : in as much as they 

who 


to you the word of God: 
whole faith follow, conli- 
fidering the end of their 
conversion. Jefus Chrift, 8 
the fame yefterday, and to 
day, and for ever. Be not 9 
carried about with diverle 
and ftrange doctrines: for 
it is a good thing that the 
heart De eftablifti’d with 
Grace, not with meats, 


NOTES. 

(/) Wboft faith follow, confderhtg the end of their converfation. Our tranflators have invert¬ 
ed the order of thele proportions, and thereby hinder’d many from oblerving the con¬ 
nexion of this verle with that which follows. They are reftored to their true order in 
the paraphrale, as they lie in the Greek. The end of thole pallors conversion was at their 
leaving the world: and perhaps they luffer’d martyrdom for the fake of the faith of Chrift. 
Wherefore the apoftle propoles them as examples of Jledfaflnefs and perfeverance , and ex¬ 
horts the Hebrews to imitate thair faith. ^ 

( k ) Jefus Chrifi the fame yefterday y to day , and for ever. The connexion and meaning of 
this verle are now very ealy. It contains a reafon why the Hebrews lhould imitate the 
faith of their decealed, and perhaps martyr’d, pallors, viz. becaule the apoftle knew, that 
thole pallors believed aright concerning Chrift ; and that there was no change made 
fince in the objedt of their faith. Jelus is the fame to day, as he was yefterday, i. e. 
lately when thole pallors were living and believed in him : wherefore you ought to en¬ 
tertain the lame faith concerning him as they did. He was, and is, and for ever will be 
the fame common and ali-lufHcient mediator between God and men; till at the end of 
the world there fliall be no need for his adting as mediator any longer, when all his ene¬ 
mies ihall be lubdued, and all his people glorified, when GodJhall be all in all. 

(/) TVith grace, not with meats. It is very common with our Saviour and his apoftles 
to ufe the word, grace, when they compare the Gofpcl with the law. Thus, fob. i. 17. 
*jhe law was given by Mofes, but g race and truth came by Jefus Chvijl. Rom. vi. 14. 2 e are 
net under the law but under grace. Gal. v. 4. iVhoever of you are jujiifid by the law, ye are 
fallen from grace. The reafon why the Gofpel is continually ftiled a dodtrine of grace is 
this, That whereas the law could juftify none but fuch as did continue in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do tkcm y Gal. iii. 10. the Gofpel, on the other hand, 
allures us, that God, for Chrift’s fttke, will juftify all fncere believers, tho' their obedi¬ 
ence is net perfe ff, from all things , from which they could not he jujlijird by the law of Mofes. 
Hcls xiii. 59. This is an inftance of great grace, that men, w ho are not perfectly righteous, 
Ihall receive the lame reward as if they had been really fo. The Jews recain’d too great 
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which have not profited who have paid a regard to them, have not 

to 'pieT therein" 5 w" °iE£ thereby received any advantage. Nor let io„ 
an altar whereof they have them boaft of their having, an altar at Jeru - 
no right to eat, which whereof no Gentile has a right to 

the bodies of thole beafh, partake : tor we have what is, at lealt, as 

good as this: we have an altar, viz. the. 
crofs of Chrift, of which the Jewifb priefts, 
who ferve the tabernacle,, have no right to 
eat; i. e. their JewiJh worfhip gives them no 
intereft in the facrifice of Chrift ( m ). For 
the law of Gon ordain'd, that the bullock 
for the fin-offering* and the goat for the fin- 

offering* 


NOTES .L 


a regard for the old law, even after the grace of God was revealed in the Gofpel; par¬ 
ticularly for thole meats , which had been firft offer'd in facrifice to God upon his altar. 
The apoffle allows, that eating of fuch lacrifices, and thereby partaking of the altar,, 
was really holding communion with God, and a profeft’d fign of being his people,. 
1 Cor. x. 18, 20. But ftilt, as the apoftie fays, it is better to partake of the grace of Goo 
revealed in the Gofpel, than to eat of thole lacrifices: for whoever partakes of this grace 
isjuftify’d, and intitled to a bielfed relurrection and to eternal life : whereas mens par¬ 
taking of the lacrifices under the law could only lave them from that untimely death which 
was by that law denounced as the puuilhment of fin, but could not procure them a re- 
furrettion, and happinels in the world to come: for many, who partook of them were,, 
notwithftanding that, condemn’d, and deftroy’d, l Cor. x, 3,4. 5. From hence it appears, 
that thele meats did not p>oft y or benefit thofe who paid the greateft regard to them; 
while the grace of the Gofpel is profitable to procure eternal life for all fincere Chriftians. 

(m) Jf r e have an altar whereof they have no right to eat which ferve the tabernacle. The 
Paraphrale, I hope, furficiently exprelies the fenle and connexion of the verfe. It may 
be here added, that the apoftie often (peaks of Chrijiian privileges in the Jewifb language ; 
with a view to teach the Jews that we do not want any of thofe advantages, which they 
injoy’d under the law. Thus, he fays, we are circumcifed , have a great High Prieji ; offer 
facrijices of praife, and have an altar. As the apoftie here alludes to the altar of burnt- 
offering in the Jewijb tabernacle, it was proper for him to reprefent the altar as having an 
offering upon it. And as the Jews did teaft on that part of the offering, which was nor 
confumed, when it was taken from the altar : fo it was agreeable enough by this to repre-- 
lent Chriftians partaking of an intereft in a crucified Saviour. It is plain, the apoftle’s 
cxprelfions here are figurative :-wherein we are diftin&ly to confider the fimile , and the 
thing fignified by it. He did not intend to fay, in a literal lenle, that we eat any thing 
that comes from the altar of the croft: but he means, that as the Jews did eat of the 
flelh of lome lacrifices, when taken from the altar; lo we, tho’ in a fpiritual , or figurative 
fenle, partake of the facrifice of Chrift, e. we have as much intereft in it, and as 
much benefit by it, as if we did actually cat of it. Mens lerving, or miniftring in tte 
tabemade gave them no right to this intereft in Chrift: nay, if they relied upon the le¬ 
gal lervucs as lhfficienr to procure them jujhification, they would be thereby excluded 
from all intereft in our redeemer, as it is written, Gal. v. 4. 



HEBREWS. 


9 ?- 

ch. xin. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


12. 


offering, on the day of expiation, whofe 
blood was by the high prieft brought into 
the holy place to make atonement for fin, 
fhould be carried forth without the camp, 
and that their skins, their flefli, and their 
dung ihould be there burnt in the lire (n). 
In conformity to which pattern, Jefus alfo, 
that he might redeem the people, whom he 
was lent to redeem,both Jews and Gentiles (0) 

by 


whole blood is brought 
into the fandtuary by the 
high prieft for fin, are 
burnt -without the camp: 
Wherefore Jefus alfo, that I 
he might fauttify the peo- 


NOTES. 

(«) For the bodies of thofe beajls y &c. The connexion of thefe words with the foregoing 
leems to be this: the thing to be proved, v. io. is, that the JewiJh priefts have no right 
by the law to partake of the cbrijlian altar. The realbn of this is, becaufe the facrihce 
that was offer’d upon the chriftian altar of the crols was offer’d without the gate of Jeru- 
falem : which fhews that it was of the fame nature with the old propitiatory facrihces, 
whole bodies were order’d to be burnt without the camp ; of which therefore it was un¬ 
lawful, and impofiible for the JewiJh priefts to partake. So that the law, which forbid 
them to eat of propitiatory facrifices, did deny them a right to partake of the propitiatory 
facrifice of Chrijf. From all which it is to be infer’d, that they ftiould forfake the law y 
and become Cbrijlians , and have their hearts ejlablijb'd in grace not in meats . The priefts 
that ferved the tabernacle, were allow’d to partake of fome facrifices that were offer’d 
within the tabernacle, Lev. vi. 2 6. But they had no right to partake of thofe facrifices 
which were propitiatory , as appears from the order given relating to the fervice of the great 
day of propitiation (to which the apoftle here undoubtedly refers) Lev. xvi. 27. *Ihe bul¬ 
lock for the Jtn-offeringy and the goat for the fn-offeringy whofe blood was brought in to make a- 
tonement in the holy place y Jhall one carry forth without the campy and they jball burn in the fire 
tbeir skins y and their jlejb y and their dung. As then the priefts had no right, according to 
the law, to partake of expiatory facrifices: the law could not give them any right to 
partake of the facrifice of Chrilf, which is of the fame expiatory kind, and was figured 
and reprefented by them ; as appears from his fullering without the gates of Jerufalem in 
conformity to their being burnt without the camp . 

The apoftle (peaks of thefe things in the language of AJofes y in whole days there was 
no temple built tor the JewiJh worlhip. He deferibes the people as living in a camp in the 
■wildemefsy only becaufe he had a refpedt to the words of Mofes juft now quoted ; which 
the apoftle recites almoft verbatim. As during the time of the tabernacle in the wilder- 
neft, the bodies of thele facrifices were to be burnt without the campy or outfide the hind- 
moft tents of the FfraeUtes \ fo when the temple was built at Jerufalem y the bodies of 
thofe fin-offerings were burnt without the gates of Jerufalem: for which realbn Jefus was 
to fiifter, as he actually did, without the gate of the fame city. 

(0) ^hat he might fantdify the people with his own blood. There is no reafoti to doubr, but 
that the apoftle had here a particular regard to the believing Gentiles , who were become 
the people of God as well as the Jews. 

Chrift’s fan&ifytng them with his blood does not, in this place, fignify his making them 
virtuous and God-like; but his giving his blood to make atonement for them, to redeem 
them from the punijbment which is due to fin, and to purchafe for them juftification and 
Jife. See Mr. Peirce on chap. ii. 11. note (b ). 
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pie with his own blood, 
lud'ered without the gate. 
Let us go Forth therefore 
unto him without the camp, 
hearing his reproach. For 
** here have we no continu¬ 
ing city, but we feek one 
j e to come. By him there- 
? fore let us otter the lacri- 
fice of praife to God con¬ 
tinually, that is, the fruit 
of cur lips, giving thanks 
to his name. But to do 


by the fhedding of his blood, fuffer'd cruci¬ 
fixion without the gate of Jerufalem (/>)• 
Let us then go forth to him, away from the 
legal inftitutions bearing the reproach of 
trufting in a crucify'd Saviour (q). Let us, 

I fay, go forth to him without the Jewish 
camp, or out of the city Jerufalem : for this 
city will not long continue (qq) ; but we 
feek the future city, the heavenly Jerufa- 
km ; and fo muft not be Jews , but Chrifti- 
ans. And fince Jefus hath fuffer’d, that he 
might redeem the people with his blood, let 
us therefore apply ourfelves to God through 
him as the mediator, and continually offer 
the facrifice of praife to God thro’ his medi¬ 
ation, not the Jewifo facrifices of the fruits 
of the earth, and of our flocks, and herds, 
but the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to 
his name (r). Befides this facrifice of praife, 

let 


NOTES . 


i3- 
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(f) Suffer'd without the gate. When our blefled Saviour was to be crucified, he was 
carried outfide the gate of Jerufalem , to Csfoary, and there nail’d to the croft, Luke xxiii, 
5;. He was made like to the expiatory facrifices appointed for the day of expiation, in 
being a facrifice for fin. As the blood of thofe expiatory facrifices was carried by the high 
prieft into the Holy of Holies; fb Cluift, our high prieft carried his blood into the mod 
holy place, 7. e. heaven, chap. ix. 12.. And as the bodies of thofe expiatory facrifices were 
burnt without the camp of the Ifraelites ; fo the body of Chrift was crucified without the gate 
of Jerufalem. He thus fufter’d without the gate in conformity to the legal rule about 
expiatory facrifices, for this end that he might be an expiatory facrifice, and fo redeem 
the people by his blood. Since then Chrift was thus an expiatory facrifice, and the Jews 
were not permitted by the law to ent of fuch facrifices : it follows, that the law gives 
them no right to partake of an intcreft in the facrifice of Chrifl ; but this intcreft muft be 
obtain’d by means of their faith, and of the Gofpcl. 

Let ns go forth the efre unto him with ut the camp bearing his reproach. This praffci- 
cal conclufion is drawn from the words immediately precceding. The apoftle’s argument 
may be thus expreft’d : Kl Since, as I laid, Jefus fuffer’d without the gate of Jerufalem ; 
“ let us go forth ouc of ‘Jerufalem to him, and not think ourfelves any longer obliged to 
41 the ceremonies and worfhip of the JewiJb temple at Jerufalem : but let us adhere to 
44 Chrift alone, and patiently bear the reproach of trufting in a crucified Saviour, as hq 
44 bore the reproach of crucifixion. See on chap xi. 26. note (aa ). 

(77) 1 \ ! o continuing city. Accordingly Jerufalem was deftroy’d by the Romans^ D> 
70. about nght years after the writing of this epiftle. 

(r) By him therefore let us offer the facrifice of praife , c fc. The connexion is, I fuppofe, 
furticiently accounted for in the paraphrafe. To what has been there faid concerning the 

meaning- 
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let us alfo offer the facrifice of good works to B ood > and t0 communi- 

God through Chrift • not forgetting to do ^ ftcrificesGofisTen 
good to all men as we have opportu- pleated. Obey them that 
nity, and to communicate out of our fu- the rale over you, 

pernuities to their reliet: tor God is well they watch for your touls, 

pleafed with fuch facrifices of praife, and of as the ^ r t aC £ lve ac_ 

good works, and will accept and reward 

them. Obey, and fubmit to the fpiritual 

guides, who now prefide over you : for, in 

conformity to the rules of their office, they 

watch and labour to promote the falvation 

of your fouls, as men that are fenfible they 

muft hereafter give an account to God of 

their miniftry (r), that they may be able to 

give 


NOTES . 

meaning of this verfe, it is fit to add, that as the apoftle was now writing to the Jews^ 
he chofe to Ipeak of chifiian duties and privileges in JcwiJb language, in order to con¬ 
vince them, that Chriftianity has all the advantages of which the JewiJh church uled to 
boaft. As they had an altar , fo have we: as they had facrifices to offer, lo have we ; 
not indeed the facrifices of brute creatures, but the facrifice of praife and thankfgiving ; 
not the fruits of the earth , but the fruit of our lips , which is as acceptable to God as 
thole: and as they had a high prieft, through whole hands their facrifices became ac¬ 
ceptable to God ; which they would not have been, if they had been offer’d to God im¬ 
mediately by their own hands : lb we alio have a great high prieft, who, as the mediator 
between God and men, offers up our lacrifices of prayer and praite to God, who accepts 
thete our lacrifices at Chrift’s hand, tho’ he would not accept them, if we Ihould offer 
them up diredtly to God without a mediator. 

The apoftle here alio teaches us the true form and method of chriftian worlhip, which 
is to offer up our prayers to God, thro' Jefus Chrift the mediator; as the apoftle lays, 
we muft do cotinually , and as the precepts and examples recorded in the New Teftamcnt 
univerfally teach us to do. 

(j) Obey them that have the rule over you , 8cc. The nature of this obedience has been 
fully confider'd already, on v. 7. note ( h ). It muft here be added, that both in that 
place and this the apoftle Ipeaks with juft limitations , and with the greateft caution. He 
was far enough from requiring Chriftians to obey and lubmit to every one without excep¬ 
tion, that Ihould at any time, and by any methods be appointed to be their pallor. II a 
palter be impefid upon men againjl their content, they may leave him. If a paftor aCts 
arbitrarily and tyrannically , neglects his flock, or inipofes as neceflary doctrines the com¬ 
mandments ot men, the people are be and in confidence , as they will anfwer it at the day of 
judgment ^ to yield no obedience to luch a paftor, bur, on the other hand, to withdraw 
and leparate thcmlelvcs from him, according to the exprefs command of God, Mark them 
that caufe divijlons and offences (as all do who make any thing neceflary to communion) 
over and above the doHrine ye have learnt (of Chrift and his apoftles) and AVOID them , 
Rom. xv i. 17. And if a paftor be known to be a wicked man, they are bound 111 duty. 
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ic with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofit** 
jS able for you. Pray for us : 
for we truft wc have a good 
coulciencc in all things, 
willing to live honeftly. 
^ But I beleech you, the ra- 


give an account of its fuccefs among you, 
with joy, and not with grief. For as their 
want of fuccefs will grieve them, lo it will 
be unprofitable to you as to the happinefs of 
the world to come. Pray for me, particu¬ 
larly, that I may have luccels in preaching 
the Gofpel: for I am worthy of your pray¬ 
ers, in as much as I truft I preferve a good 
confcience, and am defirous to behave my- 
felf well in all refpe£ts according to the rules 
of juftice and honefty, and of the apoftolic 
office (ss). And I the rather intreat you thus 

to 


NO T E S. 


not only to turn him out of his office, but alfb to exclude him from their commtmon, ac¬ 
cording to the rules laid down in the Gofpel, Matth. xviii. 17. 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 Cor. iii. 

14. vi. 17. For if a private man, who is known to be an impenitent finner, muft not be 
fufier’d to remain in chriftian communion ; much lefs fhould a paftor, that is known to 
be an impenitent finner, be permitted to remain in his office, or in the communion of 
the church. Or if the people cannot depofe him, they muft withdraw from him. Such 
as thefc the apoftle never intended to command the Hebrews to obey. But he command¬ 
ed them to obey thofe fpiritual guides who at the time of writing this epiftle, a flu ally pre- 
fided over them: becaufe he knew them to be men that afted up to their Character, and 
were worthy of this refpeft and obedience. This appears from the character he gives of 
thofe particular paftors, *They watch (fays h t) for your fouls, as they that mufl give account . 
If they had been of a contrary character, the apoftle would not have order’d the //f- 
hrews to obey them. From lienee therefore we may form this general rule, fuited to all 
ages, viz. That where paftors in all refipefts behave themlelves as Chrijlians, and fo are 
meet for cbrjjljan communion ; where they are qualified with fufficient gifts, and faithfully 
perform the duties of their paftoral office ; where they do not lord it over God’s heritage, 
but are examples of all virtue to the flock, and heartily labour to promote the falvation of 
their people, under a lively apprehenfion, that they muft hereafter give up a ftrift ac¬ 
count of their management to the great fhepherd, who will either reward or punifh them 
accordingly as they promote or hinder the falvation of thofe fouls for whom he died : 
where paftors, 1 lay, aft in this manner, the people are bound to obey them, that is, to 
hearken to their good advice, to fuhmit to their juft reproofs , as to men, who like their parents, 
have a right to exhort and reprove them. And no one that at all confiders things, can 
think it any manner of evil, or hardfhip to fubmit to paftors of fuch a character, in at¬ 
tending to their good and friendly admonitions, and in doing the things which are necef- 
fary to their own eternal falvation. The apoftlcs themlelves were commiflkm’d to teach 
the church to obferve only all thofe things , which Chritt either in perfbn, or by his fpiric 
commanded r hem to teach. If they had gone beyond their commiflion, the church would 
not have been obliged to obey them. But while they did not exceed their commiflion, 
obedience to them was really obedience to Chrift himfelf 

Oj) Willing to live honeftly. It is rcafonable to think, the apoftle particularly meant, 
that he took care to aft up to the rules of the apoftolical office he had received, labouring 
to promote the falvation both of Jews and Gentiles : wherefore the Hebrews fhould not 

O difregartf 
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HEBREWS. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

to pray for me, that, in anfwer to your ther » do thts, that I may 

r J . r ■'be reftored to you the 

prayers, God may the iooner grant me an f 0O ner. Now the God of 20 
opportunity of coming again and preaching peace, that brought again 

among you (t). As I have defired you to JefuS) that great iHepheni 
pray for me, io I now pray for you, befeech- of the flieep, through the 

ing God the author of peace particularly 5 ^“^! 

between Jews and Gentiles ( u ) (who hath 

rais'd from the dead our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

who became the great lhepherd and Saviour 

of the whole church ( w) by his giving his 

blood to purchafe and confirm the everlaft- 

ing covenant, which God has made with all 

believers) ( x ) to fit you for, and improve you 

in 


NOTES. 

difregard him upon the account of his labouring to convert the Gentiles, as fome of the 
y ews were apt to do. For he could not honeflly difeharge his office without this. They 
therefore ffiould pray God to give him good luccels. 

(0 Pray for us - that I may be refiored to you the fooner. From what the apoftle fays 

in thefe two verfes it is evident, that the Hebrews knew who was the author of this epi- 
ftle ; and that his defign in not fetting his name could not be to conceal himfelf from 
them. What his defign was herein we cannot lay. 

He would have them pray, that fuccefs might attend his miniftry, where he now was, 
that he might the fooner be at Jeifure to come to them. I liippofe the cafe was the fame 
as he defenbcs, Rom. xv. 20, 22, 23, 24 .1 Jlrived to preach the Gofpel, not where Chrifi was 

named. ' - For which caufe alfo I have been much hinder d from coming to you. But now 

having no more place in thefe parts y -/ will come to you. Thus alfo he intended to be 

with the Hebrews , as feon as he lhould finijh what he had to do in Italy. 

(«) ¥he God of peace. This is a fewifb form of expreffion fignifying the lame as the 
pacific God, or the God that makcth and giveth peace ; as king of peace , chap. vii. 2. ligni¬ 
tes a peaceful king ; and the lord of peace is a lord that giveth or maketh peace, 2 tfhefi iii. 
16. The apoftle has more fully fhewn his meaning, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. where he fays, as the 
words lhould be render’d, For he is not the God of confufion, but of peace, as in all the churches 
of the faints. The apoftle to the Hebrews , in ftiiing God, Fhe God of peace, leems to have 
had a view particularly to the peace which God made between the Jewijh and Gentile 
believers, and his reconciling them both to himfelf thro’ Jelus Chrift. Ephef. ii. 14—17. 

('uj * 1 he great jhepherd of thejheep. The Iheep here lignily the whole church including 
‘fewijb and Gentile believers, according to what our laviour faid, 'fch. x. 16. I have other 
jbeep which are not f this fold : them alfo ( /. e. the helieving Gentiles') / mufi brings and they 
i ball hear my voice : and there Jball be one-fold, and one lhepherd. This one lhepherd is the 
fame as the apoftle calls the great Jhepherd , /. e. he is the chief and fupreme lhepherd that 
God has appointed, to whom God has order’d all other Ihepherds to lubmit: fo that he 
is the one and only lhepherd that God has appointed to have the fupreme overlight of his 
flock. 

(x) Fhroi'gh the blood of the everlafiing covenant . The covenant here ipoken of is tin- 
queftionably the covenant, which God, through Chrift, has made with all believers. It 

is 
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u fedfc in every good work 
to do his will, working 
in you that which is well- 
pleafin^ in his light, thro’ 
Jefus Chrift; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. 

22 Amen. And I beleech 
you, brethren, fuller the 
■word of exhortation; for 
I have written a letter un¬ 
to you in few words. 


in, every good work, that lo ye may do his 
will; and to work in you that which is 
well-pleafing in his fight, thro' Jefus Chrift : 
To the God of peace (jy) be glory aferibed, 
and given for ever and ever, Amen. And 
now upon the whole, I beleech you, my chri- 
ftian brethren, patiently to receive the ex¬ 
hortation I have given you : for I have not 
been tedious \ but have written only a fhort 

letter 


ai a 


a a* 


NOTES. 


is fitly called, everlafting y becaufe it fliall never be abolifli’d. The Jewijh covenant was 
intended to continue but for a time, is now decay'd, fuperannuated, and vanifh’d away* 
chap. viii. i 3. wherefore place was found for a lecond to lucceed it, v, 7. But the chrh 
fiian covenant fliall never decay, or vanifh, or be fucceeded by another. The blood of 
this everlafting covenant is the blood of the facrifice which was flied to confirm and efta- 
blifli it: the blood of the old Jtwijb covenant was the blood of beajh: but the blood of 
the new and everlafting covenant is the blood of Chrift. See chap. ix. 15.-24. 

Commentators arc not agreed in their judgments about the connexion of this claufe with 
what goes before. Some think the meaning to be, that God rais'd Chrift from the dead 
thro ’ the blood of the everlafting covenant , or, becaufe by his blood he had merited his refur- 
redtion ; others, that God rais’d Chrift together with his blood. But it feems more natu¬ 
ral to fuppofe, that this claule was defign’d to be connected with the words immediate¬ 
ly foregoing, and that the apoftle’s meaning is, that Chrift became the great fliepherd of 
the fheep by means of his voluntary oblation of himfelf as a lacrifice for them, and by 
giving his blood to purchaie and confirm the new covenant. It was by the fliedding of 
his blood that he purchaled for himfelf the authority of a fliepherd, a governor, or 
leader to all believers. Accordingly the apoftle calls the flock of Chrift, the church of the 
Lord (as the beft Greek copies, and verfions, and the oldeft chriftian writers read the 
text ) which he hath purchafed with his own bloody i. e. in other words, he purchaled for 
himfelf the place of great or chief fliepherd over the church, that he might fave ir, 
ABs xx. z8. Agreeably to this we read, that the authority, which Chrift has over the 
church, was bellowed upon him by God as a reward of his voluntary condelcenlion and 

agreement to die for us, Philip, ii. S.-*n. Ephef. zo, zi, 22. By the fame blood then 

which purchas’d and confirm'd the everlafting covenant, Chrift purchaled for himfelf the 
authority of the great fliepherd, and Saviour of the church. 

(y ) C J<> whom be glory. It is not ablblutely certain, whether the word whom, here re¬ 
lates to the God of peace mention'd in the beginning of the lentcnce, or to Jefus Chrift 
named in the conclulion. But it is certain, that the leripture, in other places, alcribes 
glory ttf each leparately, and to both together: God and our father be glory, forever 

and ever. Amen ! Philip, iv. zo. To him that wajbed ut in his blood —. —be glory and domi¬ 

nion for ever and every Rev. i. 5, 6 . BleJJtng and honour and glory and power be unto him that 
fttteth upon the throncy and unto the lamby Rev. v. 13. It is therefore of no conicquence 
which way we underftand this text. However, I am inclined to think, that herein the 
glory is aferibed to the God of peace, who is the principal perfon mention’d in the text: 
while Chrift is fpoken of as the mediator f thro ’ whom God communicated his blellings to 
his people. 
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ch. xnr 

<-"Vv PA RAP H RASE. 

letter in companion of what I could have 
- 3* written on this occafion. I have to acquaint 
you, that our brother Timothy (-s) is fet at 
liberty (rr), with whom (if he comes hither 
24. fhortly) I will fee you. Prefent my fervice 
and good-willies to all your pallors,who have 
the rule. over you, and to all < the holy '"bre¬ 
thren (, b). The faints that belong to Itaty y 

lend thejr fervice and good wxlhes to you. 
ay. May God receive you all into his elpecial 
favour! Amen. 

NOTES. 

(&) Our brother 'Timothy . Tho* the word, our is wanting in many Greek copies, ’and in 
the Arabic verfion ; yet it is retain’d in the 'Latin, Syriae, Coptic, ana Aethiopio tranflations, 
and in fome antient Greek MSS. particularly in the Alexandrian, as it is reafonable to. 
think : for tho’ the three firft letters of are worn out, yet their fpace, and the laft 
letter are left: which fufficiently fignifies that the whole word was originally there. It was 
not uncommon for St. Paul to call Timothy brother. See 2 Car. i. t Col: i.T . - Philem . 1. 

(rf) A 7To\c\v{jitvov, is fet at liberty t The Greek word teems to imply , that 'timothy had 
been imprifond or in bonds, according to the u(e of the fame word in fome other places, 
as Luke xxiii. 16. Atfsiv. 21, 23. xxvi. 32. 

(b) AH the faints. The word, faints, is here uled in its proper and natural lenfe. Chri- 
fttans are frequently call’d faints in the New Teftament, becaufe all the members of the 
chriftian church in the firft and pureft age of it were either real faints in heart and life, 
or, at lea ft, could not by men be dijlinguilk'd from fuch as were. For as foon as ever 
any man difeover'd himfelf to be no faint , he was, unlefs he immediately repented, caft 
out of the chriftian fociety, and look’d upon, and treated as a Heathen ; as was before 
obferved on v. 17. note (/). The fame difeipline ought to be obferved in all chriftian 
churches now, and to the end of the world. 

At the end of the epiftle it is added in fome Greek copies, as it is in our tranflation, 
written to the Hebrews from Italy by Timothy Who firft added this account we cannot find. 
But it is evident, whoever he was, he was too hafty. Iris not certain , that this epiftle 
was written in Italy: for when the apoftle laid, They of Italy faluteyou, v. 24. he might 
only mean, that fome faints of Italy were then with-him ; which they might be, in ano¬ 
ther country. But it is certainly falfe , that it was lent by Timothy. This appears from 
•v. 23. Know ye, that our brother \timothy is fet at liberty. It Timothy had carried the letter, 
the apoftle would not, in fuch a plain way, have written this merely as a piece of news. 
The apoftle adds, If he come fhortly, I will fee you with him : which implies, that he was 
not then with Paul ; that he would not delay the fending of his letter till Timothy's arri¬ 
val, even tho’ he thought Timothy might come fhortly, but would fend it, as no doubt he 
did, before Timothy came to him; and that if Timothy fhould loon come, he would not 
fend them a letter by him, but would accompany him in perfon. 

The Evglijh reader is to be warned, that the inferiptions at the end oFthe cpiftles * w*re 
fet by modern and unskilful hands; and fo are not ot the leaft authority, It is pity, they 
fliould be printed in the Bible. 


TEXT. 

Know ye, that our brother 25 
Timothy is fet at lijberty ; 
with whom, if Jie come 
fhortly, I will l£e vou. 
Salute all th£m "that have 24 
the rule over you, and all 
the faints. They oF Italy 
falute you. Grace be with 25 
you all. Amen. 


FINIS 



